














2 ASSEMBLY HOLDS AWARENESS DAY

4 Continued from page 5 . . .
< from entering the workforce, including the false assumption

that they will not be able to complete a job as well as another
S person. A bill in the package would establish a small business
E tax credit for the employment of people with disabilities to en-
5 courage the employment of capable individuals who are often
7 overlooked (A.3960, Cusick).
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o Health Care Bill
& Abill that passed would ensure that if an individual with
% work limitations, disabilities or health issues 1s applying for

Epublic assistance, the opinions and determinations of their
Z treating health care practitioner should be given sufficient
Y weight. If they receive a diagnosis from a practitioner pro-
2 vided by the local social services district that is inconsistent
from their treating health care practitioner, the individual’s
treating health care practitioner’s opinion would generally
be controlling, subject to certain factors. (A.3149, Hevesi).
Housing Bill
Another measure included today would create a tax credit
for new or retrofitted principal residences which are univer-
sally designed to be accessible and adaptable housing (A.3409,
Lavine). Universal design makes residences accessible and
user friendly for senior citizens and people with limited mo-

FIVE ADVOCATES WELCOMED TO HALL OF FAME

Continued from page 7
Sally Johnston
Brought Accessible
Transportation To Upstate N.Y.

bility.

Providing these individuals with the opportunity to age in
place could save costs associated with assisted living or nursing
homes and would assist in building an inventory of residences

to ensure accessibility.

These bills will continue through the process and will become
law if and when Gov. Kathy Hochul signs them.

AAPD COMMENTS ON AIR TRAVEL

Continued from page 4
employees had mishandled and
damaged her $30,000 custom-
1zed wheelchair.

Figueroa was forced to sit in
an ill-suited and broken wheel-
chair, which led to her devel-
oping a pressure sore, getting
hospitalized, and undergoing
surgery that ultimately failed
to save her.

Despite close to 35 years of
the Air Carrier Access Act and
wheelchair users flying well
before that, airplanes are still
not built to be accessible to
wheelchair users, unlike other
forms of transportation, such
as public buses. To enter the
plane, a wheelchair user must

BVI ART EXHIBIT
Continued from page 14

and Development Disabilities
(IDD), as well as sighted and
neurotypical audiences, to ex-
perience.

As the gallery space ro-
tates, the exclusive exhibits
will host national renowned
BVI and IDD artists such as
John Bramblitt, whose art has
been sold worldwide, in the
summer of 2022.

The gallery will feature an
artist in residency program

be transferred to an aisle chair.
The transfer process can harm
airline staff, contractors and
the consumer if not managed
properly.

Those with a mobility dis-
ability must avoid consuming
food or beverages before and
during the flight in order to
avold using inaccessible air-
plane bathrooms.

To resolve these problems,
AAPD wants DOT to hold air-
lines accountable. If planes
can be built to have beds and
bars inside them, then why not
have space for passengers with
disabilities to sit in their own
wheelchairs?

designed to connect the BVI
community to other artists
working within the creative
community.

All proceeds from artwork
and merchandise purchased
support the artists and fund
artistic endeavors for the En-
vision Arts program. More
information is available by
visiting www. envisionarts-
gallery.com or by calling 316
440-1699.

Sally Johnston’s acceptance
speech is an education in dis-
ability rights advocacy before
the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA). After being refused
a college education in the early
1970’s, Johnston founded a so-
cial group at her local library
for people with disabilities, un-
employed and homeless, and it
was a huge success.

The disabled from that group
asked her to join them when they
mvited a speaker, who present-
ed ideas on advocacy for parents
of people with developmental
disabilities. Johnston’s life was
changed that day, when she un-
derstood what was possible.

She said the most difficult
thing she accomplished with
that group was getting acces-
sible public transportation in
Syracuse, N.Y. “The last ex-
cuse (from city officials) was
‘you can’t do it here because
of snow."What the hell do you
mean, we can’t do it here be-
cause of snow? We actually
found an engineer to help us de-
sign the busses. We got lifts be-
fore ADA. We won that battle.”

Among her later accomplish-
ments 1s creating a statewide
system for Consumer Directed
Personal Assistance. In recog-
nition of Sally’s pioneering role
in growing Consumer Direct-
ed Personal Assistance in New
York state, CDPAANYS named
an award after her.

Judith Heumann
Made Advocacy Global
Judith Heumann was moved
to tears during her award ac-
ceptance, when she credited the
audience for the successes of the
community. Author of a power-
ful memoir and a force behind

the award-winning documenta-
ry “Crip Camp,” she is perhaps
the most recognized face of the
disability rights movement. As
Figueroa pointed out during her
introduction, “Judy is a force
to be reckoned with anywhere
she goes. But she started out
in New York, and for those of
you who don’t know, she’s from
Brooklyn!”

“She has worked for the
U.S. Education Department,
the State Department. She’s
worked for the World Bank, but
even before that she was work-
ing on international disability
rights, meeting people from
Ireland and from Sweden, from
all over the world. And I think
that that’s what has made her
SO unique 1n our movement,”
Figueroa said.

Heumann focused on her

deep connection to New York
as the birthplace of activism,
“since the 1940s when the dis-
abled veterans began to really
organize... I think we have re-
ally lead by example in taking
the discrimination that we've
experienced and not just com-
plaining about it, but actively
looking at solutions. I think
everyone watching this can
take partial credit for that.”

“It’s been your endurance,
your fight at your local levels,
and at the state level helping
individual people get the ben-
efits and services that they
need. It’'s the ability to really
look at justice as something
which is obtainable — not over-
night.

I think we obviously know
from our experience that it’s
Iittle by little and not only that,
but we also have to always be
careful about things falling
backwards and not continuing
to move forward.”



INFORMATION

DAY OF WELLNESS FOR VETERANS
AND FAMILIES SCHEDULED

Those who served — and those who sup-
ported them in their service — have an op-
portunity to experience various holistic al-
ternatives for achieving and maintaining
personal wellness at the eighth annual
Day of Wellness.

The event will take place 9a.m.to 4 p.m.,
Saturday, June 11 at Camp Pa-Qua-Tuck,
2 Chet Swezey Lane, Center Moriches.

The setting is a peaceful and relaxing
environment where children can play and
families and individuals can learn, share a
meal and laugh. This event is for veterans
and their families dealing with post-ser-
vice transition issues.

Registration 1s available by visit-
ing http://events.r20.constantcontact.
com/register/event?oeidk=a07ej22s0s-
w41d46618&llr=m6014gwab.

REGISTRATION OPEN FOR SOCIAL
BRAIN COMEDY SHOW & DINNER

The Social Brain will hold a comedy
show and dinner fundraiser for brain in-
jury survivors, beginning at 5 p.m., Thurs-
day, June 2 at the Pine Grove Inn in Pat-
chogue.

In addition to the entertainment and
dinner, there will be gift baskets, raffles
and 50/50 prizes.

For more information or to register, one
may visit www.thesocialbrain.org.

FREE MEMORY SCREENINGS
BEING OFFERED VIRTUALLY

Good cognitive health is an essential
part of healthy aging, which is why every-
one should get regular memory screen-
ings.

The Alzheimer’s Foundation of Ameri-
ca offers free virtual memory screenings
every weekday, available to everyone,
with no minimum age or insurance pre-
requisites. A screening takes just a few
minutes and consists of a series of ques-
tions, administered one-on-one by a qual-
ified professional, to gauge memory, lan-
guage, thinking skills and other intellec-
tual functions.

A computer, smartphone, tablet or any
device with a webcam and internet con-
nection is all that is needed.

One may visit https://alzfdn.org/memo-
ry-screening/ for a free screening.

ABLE ACCEPTS EVENT
AND PROGRAM INFORMATION
Able Newspaper will print event and
program information from agencies when
space permits. Send items to ablenews@
aol.com.

ASCDC TO HOLD ANNUAL
CONFERENCE IN JULY

Registration for the ASCDC annual confer-
ence, to be held July 21 to 23 in Anaheim, Ca-
lif., 1s now open.

The conference will include three nights and
two days of learning, interaction, activities and
family time.

Mornings will be filled with short presenta-
tions from guests and keynote speakers. After-
noons will include “sight/sign seeing” activities.

Deaf ASL role models will participate
throughout the weekend. Transportation is
provided.

One may visit https:/deafchildren.org/
events/ asdc-conference-2022/ for weekly up-
dates and registration.

‘1 DO NOT WANT TO COME BACK
HERE’ PODCAST AVAILABLE

“I do not want to come back here.” These
words are from the late Mary Curtis, a
nursing home resident whose tragic story
is told in a VICE News documentary on the
nursing home industry.

On The NursingHome411 Podcast, lis-
teners go behind the scenes with the mak-
ers of the film, producer Tomas Navia and
correspondent Joshua Hersh as they chat
about how the documentary came togeth-
er, what it was like investigating a nursing
home chain that doesn’t want to be investi-
gated, the complex financial arrangements
in the industry and more.

Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or Nursing-
Home411 have the full episode for listening.
The VICE News documentary is available
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rh-
vTsio d1wM.

One may email info@ltccc.org if they-
have difficulty loading the podcast.

BRAILLE BUDDIES TO
RESUME ZOOM MEETINGS

Braille Buddies 1s bouncing back to Tues-
days thanks to the generosity of Chancey
Fleet and the New York Public Library for use
of their Zoom channel.

The group will meet at 7 p.m. every Tues-
day.

Participants meet new friends from around
the globe, bring a buddy along who wants to
learn more about Braille or wants to share
some tips on what helped them early in their
Braille literacy journey.

This meeting is open to anyone from any-
where that has even the slightest interest in
or curiosity about Braille.

To connect, one may visit the zoom link
at https://mypl.zoom.us/}/818249722197p-
wd=NDZ3UGR1S3FrSGhsRGNOT2pxVFZ-
12z09, meeting ID 1s 81824972219 and the
passcode 1s AH4020.
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REGISTRATION OPENS FOR
VIRTUAL LUPUS ADVOCACY SUMMIT ;.
This June, thousands of lupus advocates &
will gather virtually for the 2022 Digital T
Lupus Advocacy Summit.

From June 27 through 29, the entire lu-
pus community will come together for two
days of educational and networking op-
portunities focused on advocacy, research,
care and support.

On the final day, one may connect vir-
tually with their members of Congress to
share their lupus story and advocate for
policies that will improve the quality of
life for everyone affected by this disease.
Last year, nearly 4,000 lupus advocates
participated in the summit, representing
every segment of the lupus community and
made an enormous impact on Capitol Hill.

More information and registration are
available at Lupus.org/Summit.

d3dvdSM3

CMS RELEASES REASSIGNMENT OF
PROVIDER CLAIMS FINAL RULE
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid

Services (CMS) have released the Reas-
signment of Medicaid Provider Claims Fi-
nal Rule. This rule affirms state’s ability to
make payments to third parties on behalf
of an individual Medicaid practitioner for
whom Medicaid is their primary source of
revenue, for health insurance, skills train-
ing and other benefits customary for em-
ployees, if the practitioner has consented
to such payments.

More information is available by visit-
ing https://www.federalregister.gov/pub-
lic-inspection/2022-10225/medicaid-pro-
gram-reassignment-of-medicaid-provid-
er-claims.

REGISTRATION OPENS FOR

MEMORIAL DAY RIDGEWOOD RUN

8:15 a.m., Monday, May 30 in Verona
Park, N.J., when The Fred d’Elia Me-
morial Day Ridgewood Run kicks off as-
wheelchair racers from around the world
participate in a series of seven events.

Race categories include Open Male,
Open Female, Open Quad, Masters
(must be 40 years of age or older on race
day), Grandmasters (must be 50 years
of age or older on race day), E¥Athlete
Male (must be between 19 and 22 years
of age on race day), E*Athlete Female
(must be between 19 and 22 years of age
on race day), Junior Male (must be un-
der 19 years old on race day) and Junior
Female (must be under 19 years old on
race day).

The registration fee is $25. For more
information or to register one may visit
www.kessler foundation.org.



ABLE NEWSPAPER - JUNE 2022 PAGE 18

GETTING PERSONAL

MEET A COMPANION, PHONE FRIEND, PEN PAL, OR EVEN A SPOUSE

(

GENTLEMAN INTERESTED IN LADY FOR MARRIAGE

Do you have a physical challenge? In tradition we call you a
mitzuyan, "one who excels." Because G-d in his infinite wisdom
gives you some compensation--in your case 2 pluses, one is your
lovely smile. Jewish man seeks very caring woman, 55 and up.
Company president and have great personality. “Wheel of For-
tune” thought so, as I was a contestant and did very well. I
am very caring. Last winter I made sure my dates had warm
hat and gloves and an extra sweater. I made sure the car was
warm. As a result of being so caring, a recent survey showed
women who dated me, got 50 percent less colds than women
who dated brand x. I believe every woman is beautiful, no ex-
ceptions. Keep smiling. My mantra is if at first you don't suc-
ceed, do not go skydiving. I would like to hear from Maxine F
(pianist). A406

SWM 57, WHEELCHAIR USER

seeks single female for friendship and dating, into fish-
ing, nascar, baseball, murder mystery dinners, and com-
edy clubs, I live in Suffolk County NY and I do not drive.
Send photo, letter and phone number

A405

WOULD LIKE TO MEET HIGH FUNCTIONING MEN )

for friendship and serious relationship 50-55. Send phone
number and picture. A404

SINGLE CHRISTIAN 54
enjoys conversing about life, current events, seeking pen-
pal. A403

WWF 81 WANTS FRIENDSHIP
male or female, age uniportant, being kind, caring and
thoughtful and with a car.

A402

SBW 50’s SEEKING FRIENDSHIP

social companion, bible discuss, healthy, no drugs, non
smoker, non drinker, serious, smart, male, female respo
nd. A401

RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, ’'M NOT PREJUDICE
looking for romantic female in her late 60’s or 50’s,

who wants romantic 73 year old male in her life..
A400

Your Ad Can Be here Call 516 939-2253

TO PLACE AN AD
Just write your ad and mail it with payment and coupon be-
low to Able Personals, P.O. Box 395, Old Bethpage, N.Y. 11804
or email to ableangela@aol.com. We will assign an Able per-
sonal number and forward all responses to you. Be sure to
include your name and address. Just $12 for 15 words plus $1
for each additional word to appear one month.

TO ANSWER AN AD

Put your response letter in an envelope with the A# of the person
you are writing on the front. Put this envelope in another enve-
lope addressed to Able personals, P.O. Box 395, Old Bethpage,
N.Y. 11804. Enclose $2 per response to cover the cost of handling
and mailing fees. Do not send cash. Checks or money orders
only. Be sure to include your address or phone number. For fast-
er response place a postage stamp on envelope.

TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD CALL THE ABLE OFFICE, 516 939-2253

GUIDELINES: Able assumes no liability for the contents of or
replies to any personal advertisements, or the actions of any in-
dividuals. Any such liability rests exclusively with the advertiser,
or a respondent to such advertisements. Able may, in its sole
discretion, reject of delete any personal advertisements which it

deems inappropriate. This service is intended solely for personal
advertisements of singles. No ads will be accepted from couples,
groups or organizations. Advertisers and respondents must be 18
years of age or older. No ads will be published seeking persons

under the age of 18.

ABBREVIATIONS

A -Asian Be Black C <Christian D *Divorced FeFemale G *Gay H *Hispanic
J *Jewish M *Male N/D *Non drinker N/S « Non Smoker P *Professional S *Single WeWhite

Dating4Disabled.com is a dating service and
online community for people with disabilities.
Our user-friendly features will help you meet
new friends, date, chat, blog and more. Open
a FREE card at www.Dating4Disabled.com
and join our community today!!!

- G
Dating $%9

.com

UNITED SPINAL NOW
Continued from page 6

1it. Namely, some employers’
health plans will only pay for
wheelchairs that are for home
use. The employer’s plan
doesn’t pay for a chair the em-
ployee can take to work.

Couple the “inthe home” rule
with the fact that Obamacare
allows caps on durable medical
equipment so an employer’s
health plan could, for exam-
ple, be capped at $2,500 for a
$30,000 wheelchair.

The feds’ wheelchair reim-
bursement policy stifles cre-
ativity and innovation and
prevents access to state of the
art equipment that makes life

easier for wheelchair users,
makes them more employable
and self-sufficient, and keeps
PWDs unemployed or un-
der-employed and isolated.

The feds’ personal care at-
tendant scheme keeps PWDs at
home and out of the labor force.

By 2022, they should know
better. United Spinal will send
advocates to the Hill again for
our Roll on Capitol Hill lobby-
ing trip. They will challenge
Congresspeople and Senators
to fix decades-long problems
they’ve created and inspire
young Congressional staffers
to dream about solutions.



AIDE AVAILABLE

CNA/ HOME HEALTH AIDE
Trained live-in aide/compan-
ion for elderly or a disabled
person or as a nanny. Caring
and compassionate with many

_&_ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING -#

WE FIX THEM ALL
Wheelchairs, Scooters, Power
Chairs, Recliner Lift Chairs and
Hospital Beds. Call for more
information 631 704- 6212.

AIDE NEEDED
Looking for FT/PT Aides for
66-year-old guy in a wheelchair.
Located in Medford, Experience
doing pivot transfers a plus.
Certification not necessary. Sal-

years of experience. Great
references are available. Call
for more information 347 754-
2486.

SMITHY’S
Stair Lift and Wheelchair re-
pairs. Call 516 406-5937.

POWER WHEELCHAIR
Quantum power wheelchair,
16 inches wide, needs some
work. Call for more informa-
tion 718 327-6321.

HAIRDRESSER

HAIRCUTTING IN YOUR HOME
Call for more information 917
363-6834.

ary on the books via medicaid
CDPAP. Text 516 356-1372 to
arrange for an interview.

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE 516 939-2253

Print my ad as follows

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING MAIL-IN FORM

NAME

CLASSIFIED AD RATES
INDIVIDUAL - $10 PER 5 WORD LINE

Acct#

CHECK ENCLOSED $
Make Checks payable to Able Newspaper

[] VISA

(Use one space per word) ADDRESS BUSINESS - $15 PER 5 WORD LINE
ZIP MAIL TO:
PHONE ( ) ABLE NEWS,
PO Box 395, Old Bethpage,
N.Y. 11804

[0 MASTERCARD

Exp. Date

Signature

Security code

OR to place your ad with a credit
card by phone call 516 939-2253

OR by email fo ableangela@aol.
com

DEADLINE:
The 10th day of the month prior to
publication

HEALTHCARE AT RISK
Continued from page 3
conditions at higher rates. The
NCD also mentions how the
COVID-19 pandemic exposed
the discrimination that people
with intellectual disabilities ex-
perience regarding the medical
services they receive.

Several studies have shown
that people with IDD are
more likely to both contract
COVID-19 and die from it. One
recent study reports that peo-
ple with intellectual disabili-
ties are 5.9 times more likely to
die from COVID, which makes
having an intellectual or devel-

opmental disability the second
greatest risk factor, second only
to age, for dying from COVID.

“We need to see people with IDD
as people, first, and treat them as
one would any other patient.

The healthcare industry
bears the responsibility to help
people with IDD live the best
and healthiest life they can.
Thankfully, the NCD, a na-
tionally recognized and well-re-
spected entity, is taking action
based on solid expertise and
evidence. Change is coming at
last,” said Escudé.

THE ARC SUPPORTS BILL

Continued from page 3

ceive SSI.”For many years,
The Arc has advocated re-
lentlessly for changes to SSI
asset limits and against the
existing unfair and discrimi-
natory caps. Along with advo-
cates, we have continuously
urged Members of Congress
to update SSI asset limits to
at least adjust for inflation, so
that people with disabilities
can take advantage of finan-
cial opportunities to provide
for themselves and their fam-
ilies and feel a better sense of
financial security.

The Arc advocates for and
serves people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities
(I/DD), including Down syn-
drome, autism, Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorders, cerebral
palsy and other diagnoses.

Support Our
Advertisers -
They Make
This Newspaper
Possible

THE ACCESS INDEX

ATTORNEY

BRANDOW LAW- REGINA BRANDOW
Planning for Families and PWD
Supplemental Needs Trusts, Guardianships,
Wills, Elderlaw Planning and Real Estate
631 675-2540-www.brandowlaw.com

ACCESS EQUIPMENT

ALPHA CARE SUPPLY, LLC
Ramps « Stairlifts « Porch Wheelchair Lifts
Serving The Entire Metro NYC Area
& LI For 20 years
866 291-7039

Free

The Catheter Co. « www.SummitExpressMed.com

Shipped Discreetly * Minimal Paperwork
888 269-6605 * info@summitexpressmed.com

SUMMIT EXPRESS

Samples « No Up-Front Costs

d3dVdSMAN 318V - ¢¢0¢ INNr 61 39vd
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Amputee Youth Camp Gearing Up

Space 1s available for 170 di-
verse campers and 30 leaders in
training and counselors to con-
nect, explore and grow together.
Leaders in training will partici-
pate in a leadership development

mputee Coalition is still
accepting applications
or the 2022 Youth Camp

in Greeneville, Tenn., July 3
through 10.

Amputee Coalition has a com-
mitment to diversity and inclu-
sion and strongly encourages
individuals from historically un-
derrepresented and marginal-
1zed groups to apply.

The 2022 Paddy Rossbach
Youth Campis free to partici-
pants. It is a fully-funded, week-
long, in-person experience inclu-
sive of diverse individuals with
limb loss and/or limb difference
(LL/LD) to connect for building a
sense of community, team, skills,
and enhanced self-confidence.

The Amputee Coalition cov-
ers travel expenses, food, lodg-
ing, and all program participa-
tion expenses. Participants are
responsible for their personal
belongings including any bag-
gage fees.

Those eligible to attend are
campers with LI/LD (ages 10-
17), leaders in training with LL/
LD (ages 18+) (Applications Full)
and counselors with LI/LD (ages
20+) (Applications Full)

Spark Soccer Has
Summer Programs

Adaptive soccer programs
for children with autism spec-
trum disorder, intellectual
disabilities and other cogni-
tive disabilities and learn-
ing impairments will be held
at SUSA Adaptive Academy,
Smithtown.

Fridays — 6 to 7 p.m., June
3, 10, 17 and 24. For ages 5-11.
Fee is $160.

Thursdays — 10 to 11 a.m.,
June 30, July 7, 14 and 28.
For ages 5-11. Fee 1is $199.

Sundays — 9 to 10 a.m., July
10, 17, 24, 31, Aug. 7. For ages
5-11. Fee 1s $199.

Spark Soccer Camp — 10 to
11 a.m., July 25, 26, 27. For
ages 11-18. Fee is $119.

For more information and to
register one may contact Jack-
1e O’Shaughnessy at jackie@
susaacademy.com.

COVID-19 (vaccination or nega-
tive testing required to attend).

To learn more about the camp,
one may visit https://www.amput
ee-coalition.org/events-programs
/youth-camp.

curriculum in addition to provid-
ing support to campers and coun-
selors.

Amputee Coalition’s safety
precautions will be strictly en-
forced to prevent the spread of

FREE HEALTH
INSURANCE
ENROLLMENT
ASSISTANCE

Application Assistance is now
available to help you, or someone
you know, apply for Medicaid
programs available for adults and
children who are blind or disabled
and anyone over the age of 65.

Call Us:
631-435-3000

After Hours:
631-656-9783
Option 2

+ + +
+ + +
+ + +

We can be reached
Monday through Friday,
9AM-5PM

at 631-435-3000.

After hours, please call 631-656-9783,
press option 2, and leave a message.
Someone will contact you the next
business day.

Some programs offered through
NYS with which we can assist:

e Community Medicaid

e Medicaid for home care services

¢ Medicaid for nursing home care
or other services in an inpatient
setting

e Medicaid for adults and children
in need of waiver services

e Medicare Savings Program for
those with Medicare that need
help paying Part A, Part B, and/or
prescription drugs

Nassau-Suffolk
Hospital Council

Department
of Health

H

NEW
YORK
STATE

631-435-3000 | COVERAGE4HEALTHCARE.ORG
1383 VETERANS MEMORIAL HIGHWAY, SUITE 26 HAUPPAUGE, NY 11788



