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ADDENDUM TO 
HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

TUBA CITY BOARDING SCHOOL, MANUELITO HALL 
(Tuba City Boarding School, Building 5) HABS No. AZ-146-B 

Campus Physical address: 10 Main Street, Tuba City, Arizona, 
86045. 
Legal Description: Southwest comer of Main and Cedar Streets, 
Part of the Tuba City Administrative Reserve Tract, Section 20, 
Township 32 North, Range 11 East, Salt River Meridian Tuba 
City, Coconino County, Arizona. 
The building faces away from Cedar Street, with the east side 
facing a quadrangle flanked by Tuba Hall (Building 3) to the north 
and Castlerock Hall (Building 6) to the east. 

USGS Map: Tuba City Quadrangle (7.5 minute series). 

United States Bureau of Indian Affairs-Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Office of Facilities Management and Construction (BIA-OF&C) 
Navajo Area Office 
P.O. Box 1060 
Gallup, NM 87301 

Tuba City Boarding School 
P.O. Box 187 
Tuba City, Arizona 86045 

The building is currently unoccupied. The building was used as a 
dormitory until the 1967-68 school year, when the last students 
where moved to the newer dormitories, built in 1962. 1 It has 
remained·abandoned since that date. 

Manuelito Hall is significant as a good example of tum-of-the
century Bureau of Indian Affairs architecture in the southwest and 
for its association with early BIA education programs on the 
Navajo Reservation. This boarding school structure, used as a 
boy's dorm, modestly incorporates Neo-Classical Revival Style 
elements such as its symmetrical exterior and portico and entry 
details. The use of local materials applied an imported building 
style suggests how through its buildings the BIA sought to assert 
its presence on the Navajo Reservation, at once drawing from the 
region but nevertheless reflecting its centralized authority, by 
imposing the prevailing national architectural style for public 
buildings on its projects, The absence of elaborate ornamentation 
also suggests both the Bureau's budgetary constraints and the 
Spartan-like nature Bureau's boarding school program. 
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The building also bears physical testimony to tum-of-the-century 
BIA educational policies. The imposing two story stone structure 
with its symmetrical exterior and floor plan conveys the goal of 
acculturation that underscored the establishment of the early 
Southwestern boarding schools. Similarly, the floor plan with 
rooms for manual arts, with an office controlling egress and entry, 
and with large impersonal sleeping rooms all executed in a stark, 
utilitarian way, suggests the manner in which the BIA sought to 
impose the values of white culture on Navajo children by placing 
them in a different environment. 

Today large elms fill much of the quadrangle on which Manuelito 
Hall faces and somewhat obscure the orderly manner in which 
those early buildings were situated. Such an arrangement suggests 
both the penchant of Tuba City's earlier settlers, the Mormons, for 
planning communities on a grid system and the authoritative, 
almost military-like, approach to education that dominated BIA 
thinking through the first two decades of this institutional planning 
inspired by City Beautiful thinking, the result was an insistence 
upon symmetrically composed teaching posts even in the remote 
western reaches of the Navajo Reservation. Manuelito Hall is a 
significant part of the configuration of that early complex. 



Part I. Historical Information 

A. Physical History: 

1. Date of erection: 
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According to the Bureau of Indian Affairs building Inventory for the Western Navajo 
Agency, the building was built in 1919.2 Research performed by. Veronica Tiller indicates 
the construction date to be earlier: 

From the historical documents found within the Navajo Agency Files at 
the National Archives, Buildings No. 3 (Tuba Hall), 5 (Manuelito Hall), 
and 6 (Castlerock Hall) were constructed between 1904 to 1905 ... There 
were no definitive documents, such as the original construction contract 
for the buildings, blueprints, sketches, or financial records that were 
located that gave the exact building dates or descriptions of the three 
boarding school buildings. However, official correspondence pertaining to 
the establishment and administration of the construction strongly indicated 
that Buildings Number 3, 5 and 6 were built in the years of 1904 to 1905.3 

2. Architect: 
The architect of record is unknown. 

3. Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses: 
The building has always been owned by the Bureau of Indian Affairs as part of the Tuba 
City Boarding School. 

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers: 
The contractor for the three buildings was Wilcox and Rose of Flagstaff, Arizona. The 
company obtained a bid to build five buildings in Tuba City, the three boarding school · 
buildings, and two other buildings. The building of the school buildings employed 
Navajo and Hopi workers. Local red sandstone from a local Hopi quarry near the 
Moencopi Wash was used. 

5. Original plans and construction: 
Original plans have not been located. Drawings of an unknown date were found at the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Western Navajo Agency office in Tuba City. These drawings 
are more than likely survey drawings from the 1960s, however could be older. These 
represent the only drawings created before the abandonment of the buildings in 1967-68. 
Other drawings found are from a 1971 Bureau of Indian Affairs Building Inventory, 
found at the BIA Facility Management Offices in Gallup, New Mexico. 

6. Alterations and additions: 
A two story sleeping porch was added to the north in 1914. The porch seems to have been 
originally an open air veranda, and then enclosed to allow for more student beds. The 
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open stone column support structure at the ground level has been enclosed with stucco 
infill. 

The original HABS report in 1988 for the building indicates that the rear washroom and 
shower wing were additions of an unknown date but gave no source for this information. 
It is possible this wing is original, or was added as part of the expansion of the sleeping 
porch. Given the early reports of 40 students occupying the building 4, it is likely the wing 
was always present to provide adequate shower and washroom facilities for the 
population. The construction appears to be the same as that of the rest of the building. 
The wing appears in 1919 photographs. 

Other minor alterations include lighting fixtures and fire escapes. Fire escapes appearing 
in ca. 1919 photographs are not the same as those that appear currently, having a shorter 
ru.n than those that now appear. Additionally, due to the concrete lintels above the fire 
escape doors, the earlier fire escapes may have been additions from the original building, 
perhaps during the 1914 additions. 

B. Historical Context: 
For a complete historical context description, refer to the overall campus report, HABS AZ-
146, Tuba City Boarding School. 



Part II. Architectural Information 

A. General statement: 

1. Architectural character: 
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Manuelito Hall is of architectural merit as an example of the modest use of the 
Neo-Classical Revival Style in early 20th century BIA boarding schools in the 
Southwest. 

2. Condition of fabric: 
The building has been vacated for almost 35 years, and thus has the condition has 
deteriorated considerably. 

3. Summary Description: 
Manuelito Hall is a two story sandstone building with an elevated limestone 
basement. The building plan is rectangular with a hip roof and four hip-roofed 
dormers symmetrically placed in the cardinal directions. A centered, elevated shed 
porch with a small gable marks the main(south) entry. A two-story wood sleeping 
porch with a shed roof lines the entire rear facade of the building. A one story 
hip-roofed sandstone wing to the rear(north) provides washroom and shower 
facilities. The building is absolutely symmetrical. While the front facade of the 
structure remains intact, the addition of the rear wing, the sleeping porches, metal fire 
escapes, and roof ridge ventilators and their removal of the front steps suggest a 
moderate degree of alteration. 

B. Description of Exterior: 

1. Overall dimensions: 
The building is rectangular in plan with a central rectangular wing running parallel to 
the north. The two-story main east-west section measures 104'-0" long and 36'-0" 
wide, and has an eave height of 31 '-6". To the rear (north) of this a two-story sleeping 
porch addition extends 9' -9" from the building and is 101 '-6" long and has an eave 
height of 31 '-3". A one and one half story stair and corridor section joins the north 
wing, and is 10' -3" long and 11 '-9" wide. The one story rear addition is 26' -0" long 
and 40' -8" wide with an eave height of 1 O' -1 O". The overall floor area is 16,338 
square.feet. 

2. Foundations: 
The foundations are of stone with a plaster-over-stone retaining wall. 

3. Walls: 
The exterior walls are [20" thick] stone masonry in a random ashlar pattern. The base
ment is [grey] limestone, and beneath the rear sleeping porch stucco has been added 
as infill between the limestone piers. The two stories are of local [red] Navajo 
sandstone as is the one story wing to the rear. [The surface of the sandstone is 
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weathered due to water absorption followed by freeze-thaw action. The mortar 
between stone courses has deteriorated. 5] Vertical tongue and groove boards fill in the 
bays between wood support posts in the sleeping porch portion of the rear. 

[There is considerable water damage to the sandstone walls. The south fac;ade has a 
major collapse of sandstone, approximately three feet at its widest, extending most of 
the height of the building. There is evidence of major stone movement in several 
other parts of the exterior walls, in addition to some sill and lintel collapse.] 

4. Structural system, framing: 
The structural system consists of wood joists bearing on load bearing masonry walls 
with some timber load bearing posts. The roof consists of wood framed trusses and 
wood decking. 

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, porticoes, bulkheads: 
The front porch is an elevated wood portico with a shed roof broken by a small gable 
above the centered entry. The four porch piers are limestone. There are eight square 
wood columns with their adjoining capitals forming slight arches punctuate the entry. 
Horizontal and diagonally crossed boards form a simple railing. These replaced the 
original 2" x 2" balusters and rails seen in historic photographs. A modestly molded 
rake board and a pressed metal fish-scale design tympanum inform the gable. [The 
wood steps seen in historical photographs have been removed.] 

6. Chimneys: 
The rear extension has a sandstone chimney with a four inch concrete cap located on 
the roof ridge. Three galvanized metal ventilators (additions) appear on the ridge of 
the main roof. Two chimneys which protruded through the roof at the north stone wall 
of the building have been removed. 

7. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: 
The front entry is a double wood veneer door with small vertical lights. The 
plywood infill above the door suggests that larger doors with a transom have been 
replaced by the present doors. The fire escape exits (additions as evidenced by 
concrete lintels) are accessed by flush metal doors. [December, 2001 field 
observation revealed that all doors have been boarded.] 

b. Windows: 
Single symmetrically place windows, and paired windows above the front entry, 
are accentuated by slightly protruding sandstone sills and lintels. Second story 
windows are slightly smaller than first story windows. All have slightly recessed 
wood surrounds, are double hung, and have four over four lights. In some 
instances alterations or repairs have resulted in concrete lintels. Most windows are 
presently boarded. In the rear sleeping porch section of the building a fixed 
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window (now boarded) is set in each of the stucco basement bays. Similarly, 
grouped at either end of the sleeping porch, a band of continuous transoms 
extends the length of the sleeping porch. Each of the dormers on the main roof has 
two fixed windows broken by two louvered ventilators. The dormer in the rear 
extension contains two louvered ventilators. [December, 2001 field observation 
revealed that all windows have been boarded. The windows have sandstone sills 
which have uniformly worn into a shallow u-shape due to water erosion.6] 

8. Roof 

a. Shape, covering: 
Both the main part of the building and the rear extension have hip roofs with hip
roofed dormers. The sleeping porch addition is a shed roof as is the front porch 
(broken by a slight entry gable). The entire building is roofed with [painted] 
pressed metal using a fluted, fish-scale pattern. The only exception is the shed 
portion over the sleeping porch which is of a flat pressed metal. 

b. Cornice, eaves: 
The eaves are slight, and the cornice exhibits a slight wood molding. Wood 
copper-lined gutters extend around the perimeters of the roof. [The gutter is 
deteriorated in many places due to debris build-up. Most of the downspouts are 
missing.] 

C. Description of Interior: 
[Interior access was not possible for the 2001 field visit. The description that follows is 
based on conditions observed by the 1988 field team.] 

1. Floor plans: 
The floor plan reflects the utilitarian nature of this boarding school structure. A 
central hall extends the width of the building form the entrance to the sleeping porch 
addition to the rear and then down a half flight of steps to the wash room and shower 
addition beyond. The central hall is flanked by several large sleeping areas two rooms 
deep on both wings. On the west wing immediately beyond the entry is a small 
ironing room leading to a small office and storage area. With a single central hall, 
circulation is possible only from room to room. To the rear the hall is flanked by two 
long rectangular sleeping porches, previously open tiered verandas. The hall ends 
descending a half flight of stairs to the washroom and shower. 

The second floor has a light central hall limited to the front (south) by a clothing 
room and to the rear by a bulkhead separating the sleeping porch from the building 
proper. Access to the sleeping porch is through each of four sleeping rooms flanking 
the central hall in pairs. Fire escape exists are located on both wings of the building. 

The basement central hall is entered through a door beneath the front porch as well as 
from a half flight of stairs descending from the wash room and showers. As in the two 
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stories above a series of rooms flank the central corridor, serving as storage areas, 
utility and play rooms. 

2. Stairways: 
The main stairway is hardwood with a wood handrail. [The stair treads are in poor 
condition.7] 

3. Flooring: 
Floors are hardwood tongue and groove planking and, in many places, are severely 
warped and damaged. 

4. Wall and ceiling finish: 
All of the walls are plaster. In some first floor rooms and in the bathroom there is a 
modest vertical wood wainscoting. The ceilings consist of pressed tin with a slight 
cornice molding. Several rooms in the basement have plaster ceilings. 

5. Openings: 
The original doors are wood panel. However, most nave been removed and, in some 
instances, replaced by wood veneer institutional doors. 

6. Decorative f ea tu res and trim: 
The utilitarian nature of the building's interior precludes much trim work beyond a 
simple wood cappin§ in those rooms where wainscoting is used. [ A wood base is 
found on most walls . ] 

7. Hardware: 
Lighting plates are large flat plates with beveled edges. Original panel doors have 
push button handsets. 

8. Mechanical Equipment: 

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: 
The building used steam heat provided by a central heating plant. A few molded 
cast iron radiators remain in some spaces. [Exposed asbestos covered steam 
piping appears in many portions of the building. 9 Metal vents appear in various 
places on the exterior walls. These appear to have been original, at least dating to 
1919 as evidenced by photographs. The exact nature of these vents is unclear.] 

b. Lighting: 
Ceiling conduits which appear to have been added lead to some bare and broken 
bulbs. Lighting fixtures have been removed. 

c. Plumbing: 
Modest ceramic bathroom fixtures appear to be replacements. 



9. Original furnishings: 
No original furnishings could be located. 

D. Site: 

1. Historic landscape design: 
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Manuelito Hall [is] located southwest of Tuba Hall in the northeast corner of the 
original Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) boarding school compound at Tuba City. [The 
building, with Castlerock Hall to the east,] frame the view of Tuba Hall from the 
quadrangle. All three create a commanding presence over the site. Built in 1904-1905 
just after the last Mormon residents had vacated the community, the buildings face 
south on a quadrangle formed by other early BIA boarding school structures. 



Part III. Sources of Information 
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This report was written in conjunction with HABS-AZ-146 (Tuba City Boarding School), 
HABS-AZ-146-A (Tuba Hall), and HABS-AZ-146-C (Castlerock Hall). All information 
regarding this section are located in Part III. Sources of Information of HABS-AZ-146 (Tuba 
City Boarding School). 

Part IV. Project Information 
This report was written in conjunction with HABS-AZ-146 (Tuba City Boarding School), 
HABS-AZ-146-A (Tuba Hall), and HABS-AZ-146-C (Castlerock Hall). All information 
regarding this section are located in Part IV. Project Inforamtion of HABS-AZ-146 (Tuba 
City Boarding School). 



Endnotes: 

1 Nuvayestewa Interview, 12/12/01. 

TUBA CITY BOARDING SCHOOL 
MANUELITO HALL (BUILDING 5) 

HABS NO. AZ-146-B 
(PAGE 11) 

2 U.S. Dept of Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Albuquerque Area Office, Office of 
Facilities Management, "Inventory of Navajo Area Buildings," computer printout. 1988. 

3 Tiller, Veronica E. PhD., "An Historical Context Report for the Tuba City Boarding 
School Buildings 3, 5, and 6" (part A of Tuba City Boarding School Buildings 3, 5, and 6 
Historical and Architectural Reports, prepared by Tiller Research, Inc., Albuquerque, NM for the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Navajo Area Office, Gallup, NM, Contract Number NOO-C-87B-008, 
November, 1988.), 7. 

4 Jefferies to CIA, Sept 14, 1910, RG 75, CCF,1908-39, NA. 
5 Hicks, Gregory, "Architectural Report, Recommendations and Estimates for the Tuba 

City Boarding School Buildings 3, 5, and 6" (part D of Tuba City Boarding School Buildings 3, 
5, and 6 Historical and Architectural Reports, prepared by Tiller Research, Inc., Albuquerque, 
NM for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Navajo Area Office, Gallup, NM, Contract Number NOO
C-87B-008, November, 1988.), 39. 

6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid., 41. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 


	az0481data
	3081_001
	3083_001

