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NAVAL SUPPLY ANNEX STOCKTON 
Drainage Canals 

HABS No. CA-2682-AH 

Naval Communication Station, Stockton, California 
Humphreys and Cromwell Intersection (1); Davis Avenue 
Location (2) 

The stone-lined drainage canals have been identified as a 
contributing element of the Naval Supply Annex Stockton 
Historic District. The historic district was determined eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places under criteria A 
and C, for its role in supplying the fleet during World War II and 
as an important example of new warehouse design developed 
during World War II. Specifically, Naval Supply Annex Stockton 
was the first Navy supply depot to be built entirely to 
accommodate palletized cargo. The stone-lined canals were built 
late during the war effort, using German prisoners of war labor. 
Naval Supply Annex, Stockton was home to at least 500 German 
prisoners of war, beginning in the spring of 1945. The base 
apparently relied upon these prisoners for the labor-intensive job 
of laying river cobble-lined drainage ditches. The stone-in
concrete canals are not continuous but are nearly so on the north 
side of the administrative buildings (beside Davis Avenue). 

The stone-lined drainage canals are discontinuous elements of a 
much larger storm drainage system, which altogether comprises 
over 61,000 linear feet (nearly 12 miles). The stone-lined ditch 
segments are most prominent and intact along the north (rear) side 
of the administrative buildings paralleling Davis A venue. 
Substantial lengths of stone-lined canals exist along Humphrey 
A venue and elsewhere in the warehouse area of the annex. The 
canals are about three feet deep and five feet wide at the crest, 
with a ratio of about 2: 1. The stone are random river cobbles, set 
in a thick mortar. At two known locations, there are inscriptions 
in the concrete, indicating that the canals had been built by 
German prisoners of war. It is not known whether these 
inscriptions were made by the prisoners or their captors. The 
inscriptions are dated 1946, a surprising fact that indicates that 
post-war prisoner exchanges were slower than is commonly 
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thought. One inscription reads, "German Prison of War Work 
1946." The other reads. "1946 POW." The ungrammatical 
term,"Prison of War," may suggest that Germans wrote the 
inscriptions. 

Historical Context: The stone-lined canals were built in 1945 and 1946, not as part of 
the original construction at Naval Supply Annex Stockton. The 
German prisoners of war camps were established at Rough and 
Ready Island in the Spring of 1945 and should have operated only 
for a few months: Germany surrendered in May of that year and 
the war ended altogether in September of 1945. There is no 
evidence, other than the inscriptions themselves, to explain why 
work continued on these canals into 1946. 

Sources: (See list of sources under HABS Narrative Report for Naval 
Supply Annex Stockton Historic District.) 

Project Information: The Secretary of the Navy has been authorized by Special 
Legislation, approved February 1996, to transfer lands, buildings, 
and facilities from NCS Stockton, Rough and Ready Island via the 
Department of Transportation, Maritime Administration 
(MARAD), to the Port of Stockton. The conveyance is a public 
benefit conveyance for port development as defined in Section 
203 of the Federal Property and Administrative Service Act of 
1949 (40 U.S.C. 484). For decades, the navy has been leasing 
most of this facility to others. As part of the Navy's effort to 
reduce overhead. NCS Stockton will be relinquishing all hosting 
responsibilities becoming a tenant itself and leasing only a few of 
the structures on Rough and Ready Island in order to continue its 
mission of providing communications for the command, 
operational control. and administration of the Naval 
establishment. 

The Port of Stockton has no long range plans to alter the National 
Register eligible property. However, changes may occur from 
time to time as the Port attracts new industries. New requirements 
for future industries might cause changes to existing buildings and 
structures altering their appearance. Because of this. the Port 
wishes to have the flexibility to demolish or otherwise alter 
buildings as the need arises. In consideration of the above and 
pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 
the Navy determined that the transfer of NCS Stockton property 
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on Rough and Ready Island may result in an adverse effect on the 
Naval Supply Annex Stockton Historic District and Daggett 
Bridge. Because the Navy could not assure the historic integrity 
of these National Register eligible properties once conveyed to the 
Port the Navy proposed to record them in accordance with 
Section 11 O(b )(2) of the National Historic Preservation Act. 
Pursuant to the Advisory Council's regulation for the "Protection 
of Historic Properties" a Memorandum of Agreement was 
negotiated and signed between the Navy and the California State 
Historic Preservation Officer stipulating the recordation of the 
Naval Supply Annex Historic District and Daggett Bridge in 
accordance with the standards of the Historic American Buildings 
Survey and Historic American Engineering Record 
(HABS/HAER) prior to the transfer of the historic prop_erty. The· 
Memorandum of Agreement was accepted by the Advisory 
Council. 
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