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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

MARE ISLAND NAVAL SHIPYARD 
Apprentice School (Building 65) 

H'ABS 

HABS No. CA-1543-BM 

Mare Island Naval Shipyard, Vallejo, California 
California A venue, northwest corner of California A venue 

and 8th Street 

Building 65 is a contributing element of the Mare Island Historic 
District. It is important as an example of transitional design at 
Mare Island. It was not a shops building; it was designed for use as 
an apprentice school. The two-story brick building nonetheless 
was made to conform with the architectural form and traditions of 
the mid-19th century shops buildings to the south. The detail of the 
brickwork of Building 65 reflects a concern on the part of its 
designer for continuity with the existing buildings along the 
waterfront, as well as the generally high standards of design that 
the Navy upheld at the turn of the century. 

U.S. Navy, EFA West 
900 Commodore Drive 
San Bruno, CA 94066 

Vacant 

Administrative Offices / Printing Plant 

Building 65, built in 1901, is situated near the northern end of the 
old shipyards area of Mare Island. It is adjacent to the oldest core 
of mid-19th century shops at Mare Island, just north of Buildings 
46, 50, and 52. The building is directly across the street from the 
main administration buildings, Buildings 47 and 521. Thus, its 
physical context is that of the administrative area and World War I
era shops as well as that of the early brick shops buildings at the 
base. To the south of Building 65 were Buildings 51, 53, and 55, 
three long, narrow, three-story, gable-ended, red-brick shop 
buildings dating from 1854. These were removed in the late 1970s 
to make space for Building 117 and were documented for HABS 
before being demolished. 
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Architecturally, the building is closely related to the design 
traditions of those early buildings, such as Buildings 46, 50, and 
52. Building 65 is shown in the context of California A venue in 
Photograph H-1. It also faces Railroad A venue, across the street 
from Building 47. 

Building 65 is a two-story brick structure, rectangular in plan, with 
a front gabled roof and gable roofed monitors lining the top ridge. 
Both roofs are sheathed in corrugated metal. A brickwork cornice 
with dentils lines the eaves and gable end, creating a full pediment 
at each end. Classical features are created in brick around the 
building, including two story pilasters topped by a corballed brick 
architrave. Segmental arched windows have structural brick arches, 
as well as the larger arches found over the entry doors. A variety 
of windows exist at Building 65. At the end walls, the windows are 
twelve-over-twelve double-hung wooden sash. On the second 
story, some of these windows have been replaced with one-over
one double-hung sash. Multiple-light sash are also found in 
doorway transoms, roof monitors, and in the oculus windows at the 
center of each pediment on the gable ends. 

Building 65 was last used as a printing plant and the interior spaces 
have been opened up to create a light industrial floor plan. Few 
original interior elements remain in place. 

Historical Context: Building 65 was constructed as part of a major building program at 
Mare Island following the earthquake of 1898. It was designed 
under the supervision of R. C. Hollyday, who was the Public 
Works Officer at Mare Island at the time of the temblor. Hollyday, 
who had specialized in factory design in private practice before 
coming to the Navy, adopted a conservative approach to all of his 
work in rebuilding the base. He was responsible, for example, for 
the design of the Captains' Row homes, which, while built in wood 
rather than unreinforced masonry, continued the neoclassical 
tradition of the homes that were destroyed. His industrial buildings 
were similarly transitional. These buildings incorporated steel 
frames for safety and ease of construction but were quite traditional 
in design, repeating the temple-like proportions and detailing of the 
older shops. Building 65 was not technically a shops; it was a 
school for apprentices that was built at the edge of the older 
shipyard area, nearly across the Street from Building 47. The 
design of Building 65 is quite consistent with the old brick shops 
nearby, and with Building 47, across Railroad Avenue. 
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(See list of sources under HABS Narrative Report for Mare Island 
Naval Shipyard Historic District.) 

The action causing this documentation to be undertaken is the 
disposal of historic properties at Mare Island Naval Shipyard in 
accordance with the Base Realignment and Closure Act, as 
amended in 1993. Once the transfer occurs, these National 
Register properties will no longer be afforded the protection of the 
National Historic Preservation Act. This documentation is a 
requirement of the MOA among the Navy, SHPO and ACHP 
reached in accordance with the regulation for the "Protection of 
Historic Properties," (36 CFR Part 800) implementing Section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act. 
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