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HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD 

Sloop Yacht Kathleen  
(Yawl Yacht Islander) 

HAER No. CA-2299 

Location: San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park, San Francisco, 
San Francisco County, California 

Type of Craft: Sloop 

Trade: Private racing and cruising yacht 

Principal Dimensions: Length (oa): 38'-7" 
 Length (lwl): 33'-6" 
 Beam (extreme): 13'-0" 
 Maximum draft: 5'-11"1 

Propulsion: Sail; auxiliary motor after 1930 

Dates of Construction: 1904–1905 

Designer and builder: Salvatore Orlando Pasquinucci, San Francisco, California 

Original Owner: Frank C. Raymond, San Francisco, California 

Present Owner: San Francisco National Maritime Historical Park, National Park 
Service, Department of the Interior 

Names: Kathleen (1905–ca. 1932) 
Islander (ca. 1932–ca. 1993) 
Kathleen (ca. 1993–present) 

Disposition: Preserved as museum object 

Significance: The Kathleen is a shoal-draft centerboard sloop of the kind that 
dominated yachting on San Francisco Bay from the 1850s until 
about 1910. Built on North Beach in 1904–1905 by the Italian 
immigrant boat builder S. O. Pasquinucci for Frank Raymond, a 
clerk and later grocer, the boat was used for both cruising and 
racing, and sailed against the most significant racing yachts on the 
bay in the decades surrounding World War I. Rendered obsolete 
by changes in racing-boat rules and design, the Kathleen was 
modified into a yawl with a ballasted keel in 1930 and continued to 
be sailed for recreation on the bay for another seven decades, two 
of them in the ownership of Palo Alto businessman and civic 
leader Edward C. Thoits and four under the care of Harry Smith of 
Mill Valley and his son Hap. The yacht’s wood hull was encased in 
fiberglass in the 1950s to reduce maintenance, a step that 
contributed to the boat’s unusually long life. The San Francisco 
Maritime National Historical Park collected the Kathleen in 2011, 

                                                      
1 The listed dimensions are current condition (2012). 
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recognizing it as a rare artifact representing the early world of 
yachting on the bay. 

Historian: Michael R. Harrison, 2012 

Project Information: The sloop yacht Kathleen documentation project, undertaken by the 
Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) in 2012, was 
sponsored by San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 
(SAFR), Craig Kenkel, superintendent. Bill Doll, preservation 
specialist for SAFR, was the project manager. Documentation for 
HAER was directed by Todd Croteau, who also prepared the large-
format photographs. Dana Lockett, HAER architect, prepared 
contour data from LIDAR scan point clouds produced by Gauge 
Point Calibration and Cyark. Richard K. Anderson prepared the 
measured drawings and Michael R. Harrison wrote the historical 
report through a cooperative agreement with the Council of 
American Maritime Museums.  
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PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 
 
A. Physical History 
 
1. Dates of construction:  Construction of the Kathleen probably started in 1904, and the boat 
may have been launched that year. The yacht sailed for the first time in April 1905.2 
 
2. Designer and builder:  The Kathleen was designed and built by Salvatore Orlando 
Pasquinucci in his boat yard in North Beach, San Francisco.3 Born in Viareggio, Tuscany, on 
January 9, 1871, Pasquinucci learned his trade as one of many sons in a large boat building 
family before immigrating to San Francisco at the age of 23 in April 1894. He first appears in 
the San Francisco city directories in 1898 at 109 Vallejo Street, where he briefly worked in 
partnership with Giuseppe Taranto as S. O. Pasquinucci & Co. About 1902 he moved his 
shop to 117 Jefferson Street, and about 1904 he moved the business to the northeast corner of 
Leavenworth Street and Montgomery Avenue (now Columbus Avenue), where, in 1905, he 
had about forty men working for him. It was at this location that he and his men built the 
Kathleen.4 
 
Pasquinucci’s older brothers Rinaldo Valentino (1857–1905) and Menotti Raphael (1867–
1954), as well as younger brother Tancredi E. (also called Tomasso or Thomas, 1875–1945) 
and nephews Raffaello Valentino (1883–1970) and Guiseppe (also called Joseph, 1896–1971) 
all immigrated to San Francisco. Rinaldo arrived sometime in the 1880s, Menotti in 1888 or 
1890, Tancredi in 1901, and the nephews well after the turn of the century. All worked as 
boat builders or shipwrights except Rinaldo, who was a chef. Menotti was the most 
successful and is the best known today, having established a boat works at the foot of 
Turney Street in Sausalito about 1895 under the name P. Menotti. He renamed this business 
the Sausalito Boat Building Works in 1908, advertising “All kinds of power and sailing craft 
built. Yacht fitting and repairing promptly done.” For many decades Menotti’s shop was a 

                                                      
2 “Yachts cruise in heavy sea,” San Francisco Call, May 1, 1905, 11; Lloyd’s Register of American Yachts 

(New York: Lloyd’s Register of Shipping, 1931), 200. 
3 S. O. Pasquinucci is identified as Kathleen’s builder in “Yachts cruise in heavy sea,” San Francisco 

Call, May 1, 1905, 11, and “Small vessels meet disaster,” San Francisco Chronicle, May 1, 1905, 14. 
4 Customs list of passengers for S.S. Columbia, arrived New York from Genoa and Naples, Apr. 12, 

1894, www.ellisisland.org, accessed Sept. 7, 2012; Crocker-Langley San Francisco Directory, 1898–1906; 
“News of the water front,” San Francisco Chronicle, Apr. 27, 1905, 15. Life dates for Salvatore Orlando 
Pasquinucci from the California Death Index, 1940–97, California Department of Health Services, 
Vital Statistics Section, Sacramento, California, https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/VPW7-6N5, 
accessed Sept. 7, 2012. Pasquinucci’s boat shop appears on page 74 of Insurance Maps of San Francisco, 
California, vol. 1 (New York: Sanborn-Perris Map Co., 1899–1905). 

Pasquinucci’s date of arrival in the U.S. appears as 1894 in the 1920 Census (matching the S.S. 
Columbia arrival record cited above) but as 1887 in the 1930 Census. This discrepancy implies he may 
have come to the U.S. at the end of the 1880s for a time, returned to Italy, and then immigrated 
permanently in 1894.  
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significant local builder of fishing boats, yachts, launches, and other small craft, continuing 
under the proprietorship of Menotti’s son Frank from the late 1930s into the 1960s.5 
 
According to family tradition, the three boatbuilding brothers worked together for a time. 
Tancredi (as Tomasso) is listed as both living and working with Orlando in the 1902 city 
directory, the year after he immigrated, and it is possible that Orlando worked in Menotti’s 
yard upon first arriving, as nephews Raffaello and Guiseppe did when they arrived ten or 
fifteen years later. But the brothers also had a significant falling out. As Menotti’s great, 
great granddaughter describes it, a dispute led to “an angry fight that involved chasing each 
other with axes down the waterfront. They all went their separate ways to never speak 
again.”6 
 
Orlando married Antonette Furio about 1900. They had six children, two of whom, Albert 
(1905–1992) and Raymond (1919–1987), trained and worked as shipwrights.7 According to a 
peculiar newspaper report from 1905, Pasquinucci originally planned to name Albert 
“Yankee Doodle.” The report says, 
 

S. O. Pasquinucci, the boat builder, although born and reared in the old 
world, is now an American citizen and intensely patriotic at that. A few days 
ago the stork left at the Pasquinucci home a fine boy, in honor of whose 
arrival the boat-builder gave his employees a feast and a holiday. Now he 
announces his intention of naming his son and heir Yankee Doodle. 
Pasquinucci likes Yankee Doodle because it sounds American. Yankee 
Doodle is going to be the boy’s name, but before the christening Pasquinucci 
wants to find out something about this American idol. He has laid in a stock 
of standard American histories and is now diligently searching their pages 
for the life story of Yankee Doodle.8 

 

                                                      
5 Biographical information provided by Stacy Ryerson, emails to the author, Sept. 11 and 12, 2012; 

U.S. Census data for 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930, and 1940; various Pasquinucci entries from the California 
Death Index, 1940–97, https://familysearch.org; Crocker-Langley San Francisco Directory, 1900–1906; 
and “M. R. Pasquinucci [obituary],” San Francisco Chronicle, Nov. 22, 1954. The first advertisement for 
“P. Menotti, launch and boat builder” appears in the Sausalito News, Mar. 21, 1896, 2; the first ad for 
the Sausalito Boat Building Works appears in the same paper Apr. 18, 1908, 2. All census date for this 
study was accessed via ancestrylibrary.proquest.com and familysearch.org. 

6 Ryerson, emails to the author, Sept. 11 and 12, 2012; Crocker-Langley San Francisco Directory, 1902. 
7 Orlando and Antonette Pasquinucci’s six children were Clorinda (1901–82), George (ca. 1903–?), 

Albert (1905–92), Norma (1908–82), Loretta (ca. 1915–?), and Raymond (1919–87). The family appears 
in the 1910 Census under Andrew Pasquinucci at 836 North Ave., San Francisco; in the 1920 Census 
under Anetta Pasquinucci at 223 23rd Ave., Oakland; in the 1930 Census under Orlando at 351 Van 
Buren St., Monterey; and in the 1940 Census under Orlando at 6401 Fairmount Ave., El Cerrito. Life 
dates drawn from the census entries as well as the California Death Index, 1940–97, 
https://familysearch.org. 

8 “Wants Yankee Doodle’s record,” San Francisco Call, May 6, 1905, 11. 
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Orlando Pasquinucci’s home at 917 Montgomery Avenue was almost certainly destroyed in 
April 1906 by the great San Francisco earthquake and fire, but his boat works at the foot of 
Leavenworth Street lay outside the fire-damaged zone. It became a camp site for refugees 
for a considerable time after the disaster, with the steam box for bending planks pressed into 
service for cooking. Pasquinucci was back building boats by the end of 1906.9 
 
Pasquinucci remained in San Francisco until 1913, when he and B. S. Toso purchased the 
Oceanic Ship Yard at the foot of Napa Street in Sausalito from one Mr. Palmer, “who has 
gone back into the saloon business in San Francisco.” The new firm’s advertisements noted 
their 300-ton-capacity marine ways and their boat storage capacity, but they leased a 
significant portion of their property to Crichton & Arques in early 1914 to allow the latter to 
move their lighter and barge-building business from Oakland Creek to Sausalito.10  
 
Pasquinucci sold his interest in the Oceanic Ship Yard and moved to Oakland in the fall of 
1916 to take up a position with “a large boat building plant on the creek.” After that his 
career path is less clear. He operated a boat shop in Tacoma, Washington, for a time, and his 
wife delivered a son in that city in 1919. A census enumerator counted her as the head of 
their household in Oakland in January 1920, however, but Orlando was, it is assumed, still 
working elsewhere. By the time of the 1930 Census, Pasquinucci and his family were in 
Monterey, where he was engaged in boat building and sardine fishing. By 1935, he had 
returned to Oakland, and by 1940, he and his wife lived in El Cerrito, where he operated his 
own boat shop with his youngest son Raymond. For a brief time about 1948–50, Orlando 
and Raymond ran a boat yard in Juneau, Alaska, but this burned down and they returned to 
California. Orlando Pasquinucci died January 4, 1956, a few days shy of his eighty-fifth 
birthday.11 
 
Little is known of Pasquinucci’s output. The limited evidence found so far suggests he 
concentrated on the construction of small fishing craft and power launches as well as on 
repair work (see Appendix I), although photographs in the possession of his descendants 
show him at work building or repairing larger schooners. He is known to have built 
feluccas, the boat type imported and adapted by San Francisco’s Italian fishing 

                                                      
9 George Lucido (S.O. Pasquinucci’s grandson), interview with author, June 11, 2013. The extent of 

the 1906 fire appears on “Map of San Francisco Showing Burned District,” plate 56 in U.S. Geological 
Survey, The San Francisco Earthquake and Fire of April 18, 1906 and Their Effects on Structures and 
Structural Materials (Washington, D.C.: G.P.O., 1907). Although Pasquinucci no longer appears in the 
Crocker-Langley San Francisco Directory after 1906, he does appear in the San Francisco-Oakland 
Directory ending June 30, 1907 (Oakland, Calif.: Walter S. Fry Co., 1907), 383, and in Arthur Inkersley, 
“Power-boats on San Francisco Bay,” Western Field 9, no. 6 (Jan. 1907): 914. The latter source notes 
Pasquinucci building a 67' motor launch for Monterey–Santa Cruz passenger service to the order of 
W. N. McCarthy at the end of 1906. 

10 “Brief items of local interest,” Sausalito News, Aug. 9, 1913, 5; “Oceanic Ship Yard,” Sausalito 
News, Aug. 16, 1913, 5; “Brief items of local interest,” Sausalito News, Apr. 11, 1914, 5. 

11 George Lucido, interview with author; quote from “Items of local interest,” Sausalito News, Oct. 7, 
1916, 5; U.S. Census data for 1920, 1930, and 1940. 
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community.12 The Kathleen is his only known sloop yacht, but there is no evidence to suggest 
he did not build others. 
 
 
3. Original and subsequent owners:  
 

Owner Dates Yacht club affiliation 
Frank C. Raymond 1905 to 1913 Corinthian YC 
Al Peroni & Jerry Carson 1913 to 1918 Corinthian YC 
E. Erickson & Peter Block 1918 to 1925 Vallejo YC 
W. H. Ryer 1926 Corinthian YC 
W. Shea 1927 Aeolian YC 
Edward C. Shea 1928 to 1931 Aeolian YC 
Laurence H. Clark 1931 to ca. 1932 Aeolian YC  
Edward C. Thoits ca. 1932 to 1951 Palo Alto YC 
A. W. Penniman 1963 to ca. 1965 Palo Alto YC 
Myron Lees ca. 1965 to ca. 1966 Encinal YC 
Smith family  ca. 1966 to 2011 
San Francisco Maritime NHP 2011 to present 

 
Frank C. Raymond was the Kathleen’s original owner. Born in San Francisco on October 31, 
1876, Raymond was the son of Antonio Raymond, a dairyman and later real estate dealer 
who emigrated from Portugal in 1871, and Mary A. Raymond, a housekeeper who 
emigrated from Ireland in 1874. Frank was the only one of his parents’ children to survive to 
adulthood. Even after he married Marie (Mattie) Bartman in August 1902, he continued to 
live in his parents’ house at 1719 20th Street, San Francisco. Frank and Marie had two 
children themselves, a daughter, Kathleen, born in 1903, and a son, Edwin, born in 1905. At 
the time of their marriage, Frank was a clerk at the Pacific States Telephone and Telegraph 
Company. About 1910, he opened a grocery store at 1701 20th Street.13  
 
Nothing is known about Raymond’s early interest in and introduction to yachting, nor how 
he came to commission the Kathleen from Orlando Pasquinucci. What is known is that, by 
1901, he was co-owner of the sloop Comet and a member of the Corinthian Yacht Club at 
Tiburon. On Sunday, June 30, 1901, while taking his parents, Mattie Bartman, and other 
friends on a pleasure cruise along the Marin shore in the Comet, Raymond rescued a man 
from one of the Chinese camps near Point Richmond whose small skiff had been swamped 
in the wind and chop of the bay.14 Raymond participated avidly in the yacht club’s regattas, 

                                                      
12 Giovanni Panella, “Lateen Sail through the Golden Gate,” Sea History 102 (July 2002): 34. 
13 U.S. Census data for 1880, 1900, and 1910; Crocker-Langley San Francisco Directory, 1897 and 1900–

15; “Marriage Licenses,” San Francisco Call, Aug. 17, 1902, 35; “Births, marriages, deaths,” San 
Francisco Call, Mar. 1, 1913, 17. Kathleen Raymond Evans was born November 24, 1903, and died May 
3, 1945; Edwin Raymond was born November 19, 1905, and died October 9, 1974; California Death 
Index, 1940-97, https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/VPQX-68G, accessed Sept. 7, 2012. 

14 “Yacht Comet saves Chinaman from death,” San Francisco Call, July 3, 1901, 9. 
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cruises, and off-season social events for more than a decade and was elected a director of the 
club in 1908. In July 1912, his son was one of the performers at the opening of the 
Corinthians’ new clubhouse.15 Unfortunately, Raymond killed himself with a shotgun “due 
to despondency over business troubles” on February 27, 1913, at the age of 36. He was 
buried in Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery in Colma.16 
 
After Raymond’s death, the yacht appears to have been co-owned by Al Peroni and Jerry 
Carson, who appear together in news reports about the yacht from 1913 to 1915. Reports in 
1916 mention only Peroni’s name, suggesting that Carson left the partnership about this 
time. Little is known about these men. Peroni was a director of the Corinthian Yacht Club in 
1915 and a member of the club’s nominating committee in 1918; he may have been the 
Antone Peroni who is listed in a 1916 city directory as a retail liquor merchant in San 
Francisco.17 
 
E. Erickson and Peter Block, members of the Vallejo Yachting and Rowing Club, bought the 
Kathleen in 1918. Nothing has been found about Block, but Erickson was active with the 
Vallejo club in the first half of the 1920s. He served as that club’s fleet captain in 1921 and 
vice commodore in 1922 and 1923.18 
 
W. H. Ryer, a member of the Corinthian Yacht Club, is listed as the yacht’s owner in the 
1926 edition of the Pacific Inter-Club Yacht Association [PICYA] Year Book, but the 1927 edition 
names W. Shea of the Aeolian Yacht Club in Alameda as owner. This second man could be 
Willard Shea, public defender for Contra Costa County at the time, but no additional 
evidence has been found to support this conclusion. The name could also be a misprint for 
Edward C. Shea (1899–1986), the Aeolian Yacht Club member listed as Kathleen’s owner in 
the 1928 Year Book. Edward Shea was the son of Oakland drug store owner Cornelius J. Shea 
and a salesman with the Pacific States Electric Company at the time he owned the yacht.19 
 
                                                      

15 “Yachtsmen to hold annual banquet,” San Francisco Call, Dec. 29, 1907, 54; “Corinthians will open 
new clubhouse,” San Francisco Chronicle, July 4, 1912, 8. 

16 California Department of Health, standard certificate of death for Frank Charles Raymond, no. 
13-006976 (old state index number 461 576), Feb. 28, 1913, copy provided by state of California; J. S. 
Godeau funeral records, vol. 14 (1913), in San Francisco Area Funeral Home Records, 1835-1931, 
https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/JNVS-Q6Y, accessed Sept 7, 2012. 

17 “Yachtsmen busy these days eating,” Sausalito News, Jan. 16, 1915, 1; “Corinthians name officers 
last of month,” Sausalito News, Jan. 19, 1918, 1; Crocker-Langley San Francisco Directory, 1916. The 
earliest report linking Peroni and Carson to the Kathleen is “Corinthians off on annual cruise,” San 
Francisco Chronicle, Aug. 10, 1913, 61; the last one found linking Peroni to the yacht is “Tide sweeps 
six yachts to sea,” San Francisco Chronicle, Oct. 9, 1916, 7. 

18 “Vallejo yachtsmen to race Saturday,” San Francisco Chronicle, Aug. 16, 1918, 10; Pacific Inter-Club 
Yacht Association [PICYA] Year Book, 1924 and 1925; Janet M. Evans, Vallejo Yacht Club: The First 100 
Years (Vallejo Yacht Club, 2010), 45–46, 48. 

19 PICYA Year Book, 1926–28; U.S. Census data for 1930 and 1940; Polk’s Oakland City Directory, 1930; 
entry for Edward Cornelius Shea in California Death Index, 1940-97, https://familysearch.org 
/pal:/MM9.1.1/VGPW-WYV, accessed Sept. 7, 2012. 
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The 1931 PICYA Year Book gives Laurence H. Clark of 759 Santa Ray Street, Oakland, as 
Kathleen’s next owner. Clark belonged to the Aeolian Yacht Club and is listed in the 1930 
Oakland city directory as a frameman at the Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company; the 
1930 Census, however, records his profession as office clerk. He owned the boat only briefly; 
the 1932 Year Book does not name an owner for Kathleen.20 
 
Edward Clair Thoits (1876–1951) of Palo Alto purchased the Kathleen in 1932 or 1933 and 
renamed the yacht Islander. A well known civic leader, he wrote the Palo Alto city charter in 
1909, was twice mayor, and served on the city council for four decades. He was also the 
owner of Thoits Brothers shoe store at 174 University Avenue. A charter member of the Palo 
Alto Yacht Club in 1928, Thoits served as vice commodore of the club in 1932, commodore 
in 1933–34, and as one of its directors during the 1940s. He was a life-long bachelor and 
owned the yacht until his death.21 
 
The yacht’s chain of ownership is unclear after Thoits’s death, as the boat does not appear in 
the PICYA Year Book from 1951 to 1962. The Year Book names A. W. Penniman of Saratoga, 
another member of the Palo Alto Yacht Club, as the Islander’s owner in 1963–65, then gives 
Myron Lees of Hayward, a member of the Encinal Yacht Club in Alameda, as owner in 1966. 
Harry Smith, a resident of Mill Valley in Marin County and an electrical engineer at Pacific 
Telephone and Telegraph Company, purchased the boat in 1966 or 1967, and sailed it 
extensively over the next two decades. Gradually his son, Hap Smith, who for many years 
was an electrical engineering specialist at KGO television in San Francisco, came to do most 
of the sailing in the boat. Hap Smith donated the yacht to the San Francisco Maritime 
National Historical Park in 2011.22 
 
4. Original plans:  Orlando Pasquinucci built the Kathleen as a centerboard sloop with a 
wide-beam, shoal-draft, and moderate-displacement carvel-planked hull. The hull featured 
a plumb stem, curving forefoot, moderately overhanging counter, and rounded stern. The 
length overall was 38'-7", the extreme beam about 13', and the maximum draft about 3'. The 
original rudder was probably of the barn-door type, and steering was by wheel. The boat 
was constructed with a low-profile oval cabin trunk and cockpit, the enclosed cabin having 

                                                      
20 Although the PICYA Year Book for 1931 names Clark as the yacht’s owner, the 1931 and 1932 

editions of Lloyd’s Register of American Yachts, the first editions in which the Kathleen appears, continue 
to name Edward Shea as owner. The Year Book’s data has been preferred because it was published on 
a shorter lead time and in closer geographic proximity to the boat than the information in Lloyd’s. 
Information on Clark from Polk’s Oakland City Directory, 1930, and the U.S. Census for 1930. 

21 The installation of a new gas engine in the yacht in 1932, mentioned in Lloyd’s Register of American 
Yachts, 1936, probably indicates the start of Thoits’s ownership of the yacht, although the PICYA Year 
Book does not name him as owner until the 1933 edition. U.S. Census data for 1920, 1930, and 1940; 
entry for Edward Clair Thoits in California Death Index, 1940-97, https://familysearch.org 
/pal:/MM9.1.1/VP7D-5YX, accessed Sept. 7, 2012; 1925 Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, Stanford 
University, Ravenswood, and East Palo Alto (Palo Alto, Calif.: Willis L. Hall, 1925), 171; PICYA Year Book, 
1933–50; Palo Alto Yacht Club (Privately printed, 1998), n.p., copy in J. Porter Shaw Library, San 
Francisco Maritime National Historical Park, San Francisco, Calif. 

22 PICYA Year Book, 1951–66; Hap Smith, interview with the author, Oct. 4, 2012. 



Sloop Yacht Kathleen 
HAER No. CA-2299 

Page 9 
 

 

a companionway on the centerline leading below from the cockpit. The centerboard trunk 
rose through the center of the cabin. Based on the usual pattern for sloops from this period, 
the cabin likely had settees fitted to port and starboard and possibly folding tables mounted 
to either side of the centerboard trunk. The cabin was illuminated by eight portholes; no 
skylight was fitted originally. The forecastle forward of the cabin may have been fitted out 
as a sleeping compartment. A hatch abaft the heel of the bowsprit opened into the forecastle 
through the foredeck; a second hatch was located on the forward starboard side of the coach 
top.23 
 
The yacht’s keel, steamed-and-bent frames, coach-roof beams, and cabin-trunk carlins were 
oak; the hull planking, coach-roof sides, and cabin-trunk structural members were Port 
Orford cedar. The deck beams, deck planking, and cabin and cockpit tongue-and-groove 
staving were fir. 
 
As a sloop, the yacht stepped a single pole mast with gaff and boom, plus a bowsprit. The 
rig comprised mainsail and club-footed jib, although a spinnaker is reported to have been 
set at least once.24 The original spar and sail dimensions are not known. 
 
5. Modifications:  The Kathleen’s mast broke on the yacht’s very first sail out in April 1905, 
requiring a new mast to be stepped at the builder’s yard. This second mast was itself 
replaced in March 1906 by a shorter mast. At the same time, the gaff was lengthened by 8' to 
carry a high-peaked mainsail, a new centerboard was fitted, and the cabin was overhauled.25  
 
In February 1908, owner Frank Raymond had the 1906 mast replaced with a new pole 6' 
longer “to increase the hoist for the new set of sails which she will carry [this] coming 
season.”26 
 
In 1930, owner Edward C. Shea made significant changes to the yacht. He had the 
centerboard and centerboard trunk removed and a timber ballast keel and new rudder fitted 
below the boat’s original keel. He also changed the rig from sloop to yawl by shortening the 
main boom and stepping a short mizzen mast abaft the rudder post. The mizzen was rigged 

                                                      
23 Original dimension data for the yacht is fragmentary and conflicting. The Corinthian Yacht Club 

by-laws and rules book for 1910 lists only an overall length of 38.58', but this number agrees with the 
boat’s current condition. Lloyd’s Register of American Yachts, 1931, gives dimensions of 40'-2" LOA, 30'-
6" LWL, 12'-0" extreme breadth, and 5'-6" draft. These figures, however, describe the yacht after its 
conversion to a keel boat with yawl rig. 

24 Arthur Inkersley, “Annual Decoration Day Regatta of the Corinthian Yacht Club,” Western Field 
6, no. 6 (July 1905): 473. 

25 “New yacht club in the local association,” San Francisco Chronicle, Mar. 12, 1906, 8. 
26 “Bright outlook for yachtsmen,” San Francisco Call, Feb. 28, 1908, 8. 
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with its own boom and carried a jib-headed sail, with a bumpkin fitted off the stern to carry 
the mizzen sheet.27 
 
The yacht’s first auxiliary engine was probably installed during the 1930 conversion. The 
make and power rating of this gasoline engine are unknown. To accommodate the engine at 
the after end of the cabin, the companionway was repositioned to starboard. The lower half 
of the bulkhead between the cabin and the cockpit was cut away and moved about 1' aft to 
create additional headroom over the engine. The gap between the fore and aft portions of 
the bulkhead was decked over to function as a seat in the cockpit.28  
 
The present division of the enclosed cabin into head, galley, cupboard/closet, and main 
compartment may also date from 1930. It is not known when the skylight was added to the 
coach top, but it could have been at this time, too. 
 
In 1932, a Buda four-cycle, four-cylinder gasoline engine was installed for new owner 
Edward C. Thoits.29 
 
Sometime during the 1950s the yacht’s hull was sheathed in plywood and then sealed with 
fiberglass cloth and resin. This was done to reduce maintenance on the aging boat. The deck 
and coach top were fiberglassed as well. For the former, most of the original fir deck 
planking was removed (although that in the cockpit remained) and fir blocking added 
between the deck beams to support the new plywood underlayment. The OSCO Ford 
engine that remains in the boat today was probably installed during the 1950s as well. 
  
About 1966, the ballast keel was ripped off in an accident. Harry Smith had a new one 
fabricated, which the boat still carries. This keel comprises a timber framework and a heavy 
concrete ballast plug bolted into the original hull. The underbody fiberglassing was 
renewed during the installation of the new keel, and a new bowsprit was fitted to replace 
one broken in the boatyard during the keel repairs.30 
 
Stephen Canright, John Muir, and others carried out a variety of restoration work on the 
boat in the mid-1990s, much of it in the cockpit. Canright removed the fiberglass and 
plywood over the cockpit deck and sides to reveal the original fir decking and tongue-and-
groove staving, and replaced about half of the staving as well as all of the tongue-and-
groove on the cockpit seat. He also replaced the railing around the cockpit, and Muir made 
diamond-shaped brass escutcheons for the cockpit scuppers.  
 

                                                      
27 The keel alterations and conversion to yawl rig are noted in Lloyd’s Register of American Yachts, 

1931. This source also mentions a 1930 suit of sails for the yacht from Simpson and Fisher, the San 
Francisco makers, and a measured sail area of 1,444 sq. ft. 

28 The earliest reference to an engine in this boat appears in Lloyd’s Register of American Yachts, 1931. 
29 Lloyd’s Register of American Yachts, 1936. 
30 Hap Smith, interview with the author, Oct. 4, 2012. 
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Canright purchased a cast-iron steering wheel made by Delano Brothers of San Francisco at 
a flea market to replace the boat’s small, non-original wood wheel. He also engaged Delano 
Brothers, then still in business, to do machine work for the restoration of the steering gear.31  
 
The mizzen mast, largely rotted at the partners, was removed, as was the bumpkin. The 
rigging was restored to that of a sloop reusing the surviving main mast, shortened boom, 
and gaff from the yawl rig. Muir overhauled the interior of the cabin, patched the deck with 
canvas to port and starboard in way of the cabin trunk, and scraped and painted the entire 
yacht.32 
 
6. Names:  Owner Frank Raymond named the sloop for his daughter Kathleen. Born 
November 24, 1903, Kathleen Raymond married Mons Evans Jr. sometime between 1930 
and 1935. She died at age 41 on May 3, 1945.33 
 
Edward Thoits changed the yacht’s name to Islander in 1932 or 1933, but it was changed 
back to Kathleen as a result of Stephen Canright’s research in the mid-1990s. 
 

                                                      
31 Stephen Canright, email to author, May 23, 2013. An employee at Delano told Canright the 

pattern for the wheel he had purchased had been burned up in the 1906 fire.   
32 Stephen Canright, interview with the author, Aug. 24, 2012. 
33 Entry for Kathleen Raymond Evans in California Death Index, 1940-97, 

https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/VPQX-68G, accessed Sept. 7, 2012; U.S. Census data for 
1910, 1920, 1930, and 1940. 
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B. Historical Context 
 
Centerboard sloops 
The Kathleen, in its original form, was an example of the “national” yacht type that 
dominated most American yachting centers from the 1850s to about 1885. These sloops—
wide-beam, shoal-draft centerboard boats with a single mast stepped well forward rigged 
for a gaff-headed mainsail and one headsail—developed from beamy craft with lofty, 
single-mast rigs that the Dutch used on the shallow waters of the Netherlands and 
transplanted to New Amsterdam in the seventeenth century. The type was considerably 
refined by American builders, and the invention of the centerboard in the 1830s improved 
the craft’s weatherliness and practicality. The type flourished in the oyster fisheries of New 
York Bay and western Long Island Sound, where both shoal draft and speed to market were 
commercial necessities. By the mid-1860s the type had spread as far south as the 
Chesapeake, and fishermen quickly adopted sloops in the developing fisheries of the coastal 
south, the Gulf coast, and San Francisco Bay. Many of these sloops proved very fast sailers, 
and the yachtsmen of New York, who wanted to race in the bay’s deep water but needed to 
moor in its extensive flats, embraced the type starting in the 1840s. Regional builders 
developed the sloop to enhance its racing qualities, and extreme examples appeared that 
carried enormous spreads of canvas, used movable sandbags to keep them upright, and 
required great skill to sail. These sandbaggers, unstable but spectacular racing machines, 
were popular on the East Coast from the 1850s to the mid-1890s. Less extreme racing and 
cruising examples developed at the same time, and it was these New York–type centerboard 
sloops that became the most prevalent yacht type on American waters during the 1870s and 
early 1880s.34 
 
The first centerboard sloops arrived in San Francisco in the early 1850s, delivered from their 
New York and New Jersey builders on the decks of square-riggers. These examples were 
generally small craft, 15' to 24' feet in length at the waterline, purchased as workboats for 
fishing and freighting, but they doubled as some of the bay’s earliest recreational racing 
boats. Larger examples purchased purely for cruising and sport began to appear on the bay 
in the mid- to late-1860s. Eastern-built examples continued to be delivered around Cape 
Horn into the 1880s, but local builders readily modeled the type as soon as it appeared, 
using west-coast materials and reducing the scale of the rig to suit the bay’s strong winds. 
Locally built sloops are known from amateur and part-time boat builders as well as from 
established names such as George Kneass, John Twigg, Matthew Turner, William Munder, 
and Menotti Pasquinucci. William I. Stone and his son W. Frank Stone came to be the 
leading builders of the type on the bay; between them they designed and built at least 

                                                      
34 For the history of New York sloops, see Howard I. Chapelle, American Small Sailing Craft (New 

York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1951), 244–49, and William P. Stephens, Traditions and Memories of 
American Yachting (Camden, Me.: International Marine Pub. Co., 1981), 265–78; for the history of the 
type on San Francisco Bay, see Charles G. Yale, “Yachting in San Francisco Bay,” The Californian 5, no. 
20 (June 1882): 293–97, and Stephen Canright, “The American Sloop Tradition on San Francisco Bay,” 
Sea Letter 52 (Winter 1996): 2–16. 
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thirty-three sloop yachts between 1853 and 1907. Their many race-winning designs included 
Frank Stone’s own sloop Presto, built in 1899.35 
 
In the late 1880s, the centerboard sloop fell from favor in the east, but the type continued to 
be built on San Francisco Bay until 1910. The persistence of the design on the bay resulted 
from the area’s geography and weather. “The stiff, squally breezes that prevail on the Bay 
during the yachting season demand an able, weatherly boat that handles easily and that will 
stand up under pretty heavy weather,” sports writer Arthur Inkersley once observed.36 A 
shoal-draft centerboard boat could explore the shallow waters of the shores, the south bay, 
and the delta as easily as it could cruise in the deep water and frequent chop of the channel 
and central bay. With so much variety in wind, weather, and scenery inside the bay and the 
delta, few yachtsmen felt a need for boats that could also sail safely into the inhospitable 
ocean swells and along the rocky lee shores outside the Golden Gate. Only the Pacific Inter-
Club Yacht Association’s adoption in 1910 of the universal measurement rule for classing 
racing yachts ended construction of the type, although existing sloops continued to compete 
in handicap races for another three decades. 
 
Many old sloops were re-rigged as schooners or yawls once their racing days ended, a 
conversion that made them easier to handle as pure cruising boats. The yawl rig, for 
example, reduced the size of a boat’s main boom and mainsail and added a short jib-headed 
mizzen mast at the stern to assist steering and smooth out riding at anchor. The replacement 
of the centerboard with a ballasted keel was also a frequent old-age modification made to 
the bay’s surviving sloops as consistent-depth marinas became more common across the 
bay.37 
 
A handful of working sloops survive on the East Coast, particularly the 1888 Priscilla and 
the 1883 Christeen (now a National Historic Landmark), both built on Long Island for oyster 
fishing and currently sailing as part of public education programs. But San Francisco Bay 
shelters all known surviving examples of the American centerboard sloop yacht, including 
the Freda, built at Tiburon by Harry Cookson in 1883; Felicity ex Speedwell, built by Stone in 
1895; Kathleen, built 1904–05; Polaris, built 1905; Yankee, built by Stone in 1906 and now 
rigged as a schooner; and Pagan Lady, built before 1907 by Menotti Pasquinucci. All of these 
yachts have been converted to ballast keel boats, although the hulls of Kathleen and Pagan 
Lady retain some structural members from their centerboard trunks.38 
 
Corinthian yachting on San Francisco Bay 
The first San Francisco Yacht Club was formed in 1855 and lasted long enough to organize 
three annual regattas that pitted the bay’s small working schooners and sloops against each 

                                                      
35 Canright, “American Sloop Tradition,” 14. 
36 Arthur Inkersley, “Yachting in California,” Overland Monthly 55, no. 5 (May 1910): 459. 
37 Canright, “American Sloop Tradition,” 13. 
38 The author wishes to thank Stephen Canright, historian at San Francisco Maritime National 

Historical Park, for making available his notes on surviving sloop yachts and their significance. 
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other.39 Additional working boat races took place during the 1860s, but by the end of the 
decade enough businessmen owned sloops, schooners, and yawls for their own recreation 
that a group of them decided to form the second San Francisco Yacht Club. Its first regatta in 
October 1869 inaugurated regular seasonal racing by amateurs on the bay.40 In 1872, a 
disagreement about where to relocate its clubhouse led to a split in the San Francisco Yacht 
Club and the formation of a second club, the Pacific. The growth of club yachting was slow, 
however, and it was not until 1886 that a third club was formed. The number of yachts on 
the bay remained small by East Coast standards until after the turn of the century. 
 
“Fashionable and rich young men in California are apt to be horsey and to prefer the back of 
a polo pony to the slippery deck of a yacht,” Arthur Inkersley asserted in 1910. He claimed 
that relatively few yachts in California were owned by wealthy men. “Far the larger 
number,” he wrote, “is in the hands of men of moderate means—bank clerks, young 
attorneys, clerks in stores and so on. These young men and their crews handle their boats 
themselves, a professional boatman being kept on only a few of the larger craft. In many 
instances the boat is scraped, painted and put into commission by her owner and his 
associates.”41 The term for this type of wholly amateur yachting was “Corinthian,” and 
Corinthian yacht clubs were those dedicated to owners and unpaid amateur crews sailing 
and racing their own boats. This largely upper-middle-class movement excluded the 
professional mariners (naval officers excepted) who had previously formed a substantial 
core within sailboat racing. By 1900, as Benjamin A. G. Fuller has described the scene, 
“amateur yachting . . . meant amateurs who could often afford to pay others to work on 
their boats but who chose not to, not amateurs who had to work on their boats or not go 
boating.”42 
 
San Francisco’s Corinthian Yacht Club, with clubhouse and anchorage at Tiburon in Marin 
County, was organized in March 1886 by the owners of smaller boats, including some 
members of the San Francisco Yacht Club, “who thought that the owners of the large boats 
[on the bay] . . . showed too little consideration for the men whose flags flew at the 
masthead of small craft.” By 1910, the club had more members, about 250, and more boats, 
forty-six, than any of the six other clubs then active on the bay.43  
                                                      

39 The early history of yachting on the bay is summarized in “History of yachting in San Francisco,” 
Daily Alta California, May 27, 1860, 1. 

40 “The San Francisco Yacht Club,” Daily Alta California, Aug. 8, 1869, 1; “Special meeting of the San 
Francisco Yacht Club,” Daily Alta California, Oct. 8, 1869, 1; “Yachting,” Daily Alta California, Oct. 20, 
1869, 1. 

41 Quote from Inkersley, “Yachting in California,” 459–60. 
42 Benjamin A. G. Fuller, “Blue-Collar Boat Sailing,” Log of Mystic Seaport 48, no. 2 (Autumn 1996): 

36. 
43 Quote from Inkersley, “Yachting in California,” 453; Corinthian Yacht Club [By-laws and Rules], 

(Privately printed, 1910), copy in J. Porter Shaw Library, San Francisco Maritime National Historical 
Park, San Francisco, Calif. The other yacht clubs on the bay in 1910 were the San Francisco at 
Sausalito (membership about 250), the Aeolian at Alameda (100 members), the California at Sheep 
Island (50), the Vallejo at Vallejo (100), the South Bay at Alviso, and the newly formed Sausalito at 
Sausalito. The fleets of the San Francisco, Corinthian, and Aeolian clubs numbered between forty and 
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The Corinthian’s members demonstrate the mixture of successful businessmen and “men of 
moderate means” who participated in local yachting at the time the Kathleen was built. 
Frank C. Raymond, Kathleen’s first owner, was a clerk when he ordered the boat, and he 
later opened his own grocery store. Raymond undertook much of his own yacht 
maintenance, and a reporter for the San Francisco Call noted in 1911 that “Frank Raymond 
and his family take a great family interest and pride in their yacht Kathleen. The whole 
Raymond family was working on the boat last Sunday.”44 Other club members at the time 
Raymond was active were  
 

Name Yacht Profession 
Edward J. Convey  sloop Mischief Butcher 
Henry P. Dimond sloop Aeolus Secretary of Dried Fruit 

Association of California 
Gustave E. Dorn sloop Emma Manufacturer’s agent 
Alphonse Hirsch Sr.  sloop Nixie Optician 
Alphonse “Doc” Hirsch Jr.      ”        ”  Clerk 
William J. Hogg  sloop Meteor Sperry Flour Co. 
John H. Keefe club port captain Painter and decorator 
Thomas M. Kendall sloop Alert Boathouse keeper 
John E. McFarlane sloop Discovery Carpenter 
Charles E. Miller sloop Yankee Former president, Pacific 

Hardware and Steel Co.  
John W. Pew yawl Truant President of Union Fish Co. 
Harry E. Picker sloop Harpoon Supervisor at West Coast 

Life Insurance Co. 
W. Frank Stone sloop Presto Boat builder45 

 
“Some boats are owned by two, three or more friends,” Inkersley told his readers.46 
Raymond co-owned the Comet, his previous boat, and the Kathleen was co-owned by Al 
Peroni and Jerry Carson from 1913 to at least 1916 and then by Peter Block and E. Erickson 
beginning about 1918. 
 
The yachting season on the bay typically opened at the end of April and lasted through 
October, and certain standard activities filled the calendars of the yacht clubs. A half dozen 

                                                                                                                                                                     
fifty yachts each; the other four clubs together counted about thirty yachts. The Encinal YC was active 
only as a social club at this time. See Oxoniensis [pseud.], “Yachting on the Pacific Coast,” Overland 
Monthly 47, no. 6 (June–July 1906): 550–61, and Herbert Hauser, “San Francisco Yachts and Yachting,” 
Overland Monthly 55, no. 5 (May 1910): 446. 

44 “Yachting notes,” San Francisco Call, Mar. 27, 1911, 9. 
45 Each of the named boats had complex histories, and it should be noted that each changed 

ownership and raced under different skippers from time to time. A number were also co-owned. The 
owners listed here represent the boats about 1910–12. 

46 Inkersley, “Yachting in California,” 460. 
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races might be sponsored every season, both by the individual clubs and under the aegis of 
the Pacific Inter-Club Yacht Association (PICYA), an organization founded in 1896 to 
promote communication among the clubs and to establish uniform racing rules. Overnight 
cruises and races to and from Vallejo were common, and a week or two’s leisure cruise up 
the Sacramento River appeared on most club calendars. “The favorite haunt of the local 
yachtsmen,” according to Herbert Hauser, writing in 1910, was “Paradise Cove, a pretty 
anchorage off the Marin County shore. Here the boats rendezvous nearly every Sunday the 
season long, and when there is no other cruising ground scheduled, every yacht is found 
headed for the Cove. It is here where the clubs generally hold their annual clambakes and 
outdoor games. Within a few hundred yards of the cove is the famous El Campo picnic 
grounds, and its always busy dancing pavilion.” The 1905 season of the Corinthian Yacht 
Club contained thirteen cruises (six of them overnighters), three races, a nine-day cruise up 
the river, and at least four other non-sailing social events. The Kathleen, new that season, 
sailed in all three races, took part in the river cruise, and sailed on numerous day and 
overnight cruises.47 
 
Twenty-two years later, the routine for the clubs was the same in many respects. Edward 
Shea, the owner of Kathleen at this time, sailed the yacht out of the Aeolian Yacht Club, and 
had the opportunity in 1927 to participate in twelve club cruises, a two-week river trip, four 
PICYA cruises, four club races, two PICYA races plus the three-day PICYA regatta, and four 
dances. More than half of the club’s cruises that year were overnight affairs.48 
 
Fiberglassing 
Many changes in racing rules and sailboat design transformed the world of yachting and 
broadened access to boating by amateurs both before and after World War II; they also 
made the Islander ex Kathleen obsolete for racing by the end of the 1930s. By the 1950s, the 
yacht was worn out for cruising as well. To extend its life, the boat’s owners adopted the 
relatively new and increasingly popular technique of sealing the hull and decks with 
fiberglass. 
 
The use of glass-reinforced plastic to fashion boat hulls developed in response to shortages 
of steel, aluminum, and wood during World War II. From this start, various makers 
developed the first fiberglass boats for the consumer market during the late 1940s and 1950s, 
advertising the lightweight, strong, and resilient material as an antidote to the ceaseless 
maintenance routines required for traditional wooden boats. Manufacturers also began to 
market fiberglass as a preservation and repair material for existing wood boats. Fiberglass 
promised to reinforce aged hulls, protect old wood from rot and wood borers, preserve the 
original hull form with only a minor increase in overall side thickness, and reduce the 
frequency of painting. “The use of fiberglass cloth forms a seamless envelope around the 
hull which effectively keeps water from passing through any seams or joints,” a typical 
commentator noted. “This same quality can also be put to good use on decks and cabin tops 

                                                      
47 Quote from Hauser, “San Francisco Yachts and Yachting,” 447; “Corinthian yachtsmen arrange 

their programme,” San Francisco Call, Mar. 11, 1905, 14. 
48 PICYA Year Book, 1927, 3. 
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to keep water out of the accommodation spaces on larger cruising boats.” “If you cover your 
decks with fiberglass,” Charles Bell wrote in Motor Boating in the early 1950s, “. . . your days 
of running around below decks with a bucket to catch the leaks will be over. You can set sail 
for your favorite harbor with the knowledge that when you arrive, you will have dry bunks 
to sleep in.”49 
 
Through articles such as Jan Irvine’s 1961 report in National Fisherman on the addition of a 
fiberglass shell to the hull of a derelict 40-year-old lobster boat, boat owners saw fiberglass’s 
potential. After laminating his worn-out and partly rotted carvel-planked boat with three 
layers of fiberglass, Irvine demonstrated the robustness of the restoration by anchoring the 
hull “out on a rocky tidal area in the Thomaston [Maine] harbor. The hull remained there for 
60 tide changes, absorbing a great deal of abuse from the sharp rocks. The resultant damage 
was very superficial, and the local fishermen were suitably impressed with the capabilities 
of the fiberglass protective shell. The hull was then returned to the yard for fitting out, and 
she is now in daily service under the command of a local lobsterman.”50 
 
Fiberglass materials were marketed and sold directly to boat owners, who could find 
tutorials for their application in boating magazines, but fiberglassing was more commonly 
done in commercial boat yards. The advice literature outlines the usual steps taken to encase 
a wood hull in fiberglass whether the work was undertaken privately or professionally. If 
the fiberglass was to be applied directly to existing hull planking, paint, grease, and oil were 
sanded off first. Alternatively, a plywood substrate was applied as structural reinforcement 
and to provide a fresh surface to support the fiberglass. This second approach was followed 
on the hull of the Islander, and much of the yacht’s hull paint was left in place. Two layers of 
plywood were laid diagonally to the line of the boat’s cedar planks. Resin, either polyester 
or epoxy, was applied over the plywood, woven glass-fiber cloth laid on, and additional 
resin applied to saturate the cloth. On deck, the original decking was removed and plywood 
laid in its place before fiberglass was applied. The entire project would have progressed in 
stages, the amount laid at once depending on the curing properties of the resin used.51 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
49 First quote from Ken Hankinson, How to Fiberglass Boats (Bellflower, Calif.: Glen-L, 1974), 9; 

second quote from Charles Bell, “Covering Decks with Fiberglass,” in Charles F. Chapman and F. W. 
Horenburger, eds., Practical Boat Building (New York: Motor Boating, 1953), 16. For the history of the 
development of fiberglass boats, see Daniel Spurr, Heart of Glass: Fiberglass Boats and the Men Who 
Made Them (Camden, Me.: International Marine/McGraw-Hill, 2004). 

50 Quote from Boughton Cobb Jr., Fiberglass Boats: Construction and Maintenance (New York: 
Yachting Publishing Corp., 1965), 30; Jan S. Irvine, “From Derelict to Lobsterboat,” National Fisherman 
42, no. 7 (Oct. 1961): 16, 18. 

51 For contemporary advice about the benefits of using fiberglass to preserve old boats, see, for 
example, Chapman and Horenburger, eds., Practical Boat Building, which compiled articles from 
Motor Boating magazine such “Covering Decks with Fiberglass” and “Don’t Discard that Old Dinghy! 
Cover It with Fiberglass,” both by Charles Bell. 
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C. Operational History 
 
Frank Raymond and the Kathleen 
Frank Raymond took delivery of the sloop Kathleen from builder S. O. Pasquinucci in 1905. 
He sailed the yacht for the first time on Saturday, April 30, 1905, which was the opening day 
of the Corinthian Yacht Club’s season. While sailing between Blossom Rock buoy and 
Alcatraz Island, the strong winds caused the yacht’s shrouds to part “and the mast, unable 
to withstand the strain, snapped off two or three feet above the deck. . . . [T]he wreckage fell 
outboard and no one was hurt.” The Red Stack tugboat Sea Witch, passing by, towed the 
Kathleen to the cove adjacent to Pasquinucci’s boat yard in North Beach, where a new mast 
was stepped and the rigging repaired. Seven people were aboard yacht at the time of the 
accident:  Raymond, James and W. S. Cosgrove, A. Crawford, H. Hatfield, and two ladies 
whose names were not recorded.52 
 
Raymond was already an active member of the Corinthian Yacht Club when he bought the 
Kathleen, and, despite the new yacht’s inauspicious beginning, he sailed it avidly, taking part 
in at least seventeen races and many more cruises during the eight seasons he was at the 
helm. The Corinthian Yacht Club, like most clubs of the day, used the Seawanhaka 
measurement rule to class its members’ boats for racing. Under this rule, the Kathleen had a 
calculated racing length of 31.39', placing it in the “36-foot class” where it sailed against 
boats longer than 30' but not longer than 36'.53 
 
Club rules allowed yachts in the 36-foot class to have a maximum of eight persons aboard 
during races.54 The Kathleen could not be sailed single-handedly, and news accounts and 
surviving photographs confirm that Raymond sailed the boat with a small crew. Very little 
is known about his crew, except for one tragic detail. Michael Grady, a steamfitter from San 
Francisco who crewed Kathleen, fell overboard from the yacht’s boom in July 1906 and 
drowned while the boat lay at its moorings near the Corinthian Yacht Club.55 
 
The Kathleen’s first race appears to have been the twentieth annual Corinthian Yacht Club 
Decoration Day regatta. In 1905, the 36-foot class race comprised sloops Kathleen, Harpoon, 
and Edna, as well as the yawl Truant, which was included in the race because there were no 
                                                      

52 Quote from “Yachts cruise in heavy sea,” San Francisco Call, May 1, 1905, 11; “Yacht loses mast,” 
San Francisco Call, May 1, 1905, 5; “Small vessels meet disaster,” San Francisco Chronicle, May 1, 1905, 
14. 

53 For yachts of dissimilar size and design to race each other fairly, yachtsmen adopted 
classification and handicapping rules to place boats on equal footing. The history of yacht 
admeasurement, classification, and handicapping is complex, but the most widely used measurement 
rule in the U.S. when Kathleen was built was that adopted in 1882 by the Seawanhaka Corinthian 
Yacht Club of Centre Island, New York. The rule was [(load waterline + square root of sail area)/2 = 
racing length]. Kathleen’s racing length is taken from “Time allowances for the yacht race fixed,” San 
Francisco Call, Sept. 9, 1906, 43. 

54 Corinthian Yacht Club [By-laws and Rules], 34. 
55 “Member of yacht crew drowned,” San Francisco Call, July 9, 1906, 4; “Deaths,” San Francisco Call, 

July 11, 1906, 11; “Yachtsman drowned,” Sausalito News, July 14, 1906, 9. 
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other yawls racing that day. Arthur Inkersley, covering the event for the outdoors magazine 
Western Field, considered the Harpoon and Edna “the only serious contestants,” and, indeed, 
Harpoon won the race 5 minutes, 21 seconds (corrected time) ahead of Edna. The Kathleen 
came in last, having snapped its spinnaker boom during the race. The Kathleen’s corrected 
time for the race was 2 hours, 29 minutes, 39 seconds, some 15 minutes behind Harpoon. The 
course the yachts sailed started  
 

across an imaginary line drawn from the pilothouse of the regatta 
committee’s steamer, lying at the end of Powell street wharf, to a stakeboat 
anchored 500 feet to the north. Thence the course was to and round Presidio 
shoal buoy, leaving it on the port hand; thence to and round Goat Island 
Shoal buoy, leaving it on the port hand; thence northwesterly 1-1/8 miles to 
and round a stakeboat anchored at the intersection of continued imaginary 
lines drawn from Sausalito Point through Point Blunt and from the westerly 
point of Goat Island through Goat Island Shoal buoy, leaving the stakeboat 
on the port hand; thence to the starting line . . . leaving the [starting] 
stakeboat on the port hand. 

 
The 36-footers ran this course twice round and encountered “a steady but not very stiff 
breeze.”56 
 
The yacht’s next race came on July 16, when Raymond entered the fifth annual Corinthian 
handicap regatta, which was also the club’s first race for a cup donated by a local Elks lodge. 
Twenty-five boats started; twenty-three finished. “The course was across a line drawn from 
Blandings Point to a stakeboat out to and round the Goat Island shoal buoy, leaving it on 
the starboard hand; thence to and round Presidio Shoal buoy, leaving it on the starboard 
hand; thence to the finish across the starboard line. It was a reach to the first mark, a beat to 
the second and a broad reach to the finishing line. The wind was light at the starting line 
and also at the finish, but over all the rest of the course it was strong and steady.” The boats 
were assigned arbitrary handicaps based on past racing performance, and each then started 
in order from greatest handicap to least so that all came together at the finish line. This 
arrangement made for more dramatic viewing for the spectators on the Elks Club–chartered 
steamer Sunol and resulted in the three leading boats crossing the finish line within 43 
seconds of each other. The entire field finished within a 7 minute, 39 second window after 
about two hours’ sailing. Vice-Commodore J. C. Brickell’s Genesta won the cup. John 
McFarlane in Discovery came in second, A. Stringer in Freda third, and Kathleen, skippered by 
Raymond, fourth. Other boats in the race were Frank Stone’s Presto, Frank G. Berry’s Nixie, 
W. J. Hogg’s Meteor, and F. R. Cook skippering F. Sharpe’s Harpoon. The club awarded 
practical prizes, with the owners of the first fifteen finishers receiving coils of rope, side 
lights, a pennant, a bilge pump, copper paint, a clock, a sheath knife, and cases of 
merchandise.57 
                                                      

56 “Result of twentieth annual regatta,” San Francisco Call, May 31, 1905, 11; Arthur Inkersley, 
“Annual Decoration Day Regatta of the Corinthian Yacht Club,” Western Field 6, no. 6 (July 1905): 473. 

57 Quote from “Genesta wins the Elks’ cup,” San Francisco Call, July 17, 1905, 11; “Genesta wins the 
Elks’ cup,” San Francisco Chronicle, July 17, 1905, 4. 
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In September, Raymond entered the tenth annual Pacific Inter-Club Yacht Association 
regatta, where he was able to compete against yachts from other clubs on the bay. Twenty 
boats raced in six classes, and Kathleen placed fourth among the five sloops in the 36-foot 
class. Presto, Harpoon, and Alert had quicker times, Neptune was slower, and the new Perhaps 
carried away its throat halyards and failed to finish. The day also featured a handicap 
competition, for which only Kathleen and Neptune qualified because they were not carrying 
any light sails. The yachts’ times in the 36-foot race were corrected for handicap, and, based 
on this measure, Neptune beat Kathleen.58 
 
In addition to these races, Raymond sailed his yacht extensively for pleasure during 1905.  
At the end of June, he joined the club’s two-week trip up the Sacramento River in company 
with Julius E. Back’s sloop Catherine and James Kane’s yawl Spray. Raymond and his wife 
hosted James and Mrs. Cosgrove and Al Crawford aboard, and they sailed as far as 
Sacramento before returning. On August 7, Kathleen sailed in company with sloops Amigo, 
Minnetonka, Elsie, Ivy, and Phoenicia, plus the schooners Bonita, Lady Ada, Martha, and the 
yawl Frolic “to the upper bay and dropped anchor in Paradise Cove.” In mid-October, the 
Kathleen was one of twenty-six boats from the San Francisco and Corinthian yacht clubs that 
a newspaperman noted cruising on the bay, taking advantage of a steady breeze in the 
channel. The next weekend it was one of seventeen boats in the Corinthian’s last overnight 
cruise of the season, and then one of twenty-seven boats sailing in the Corinthian’s final day 
sail. “Tiburon Cove presented a pretty sight as the yachts cruised back and forth awaiting 
the signal of the flagship to start,” a reporter wrote of this final sail. “The Golden Gate, Fort 
Point and the city front were obscured by a chilly fog. In the channel a strong and steady 
breeze blew and the yachtsmen enjoyed some splendid sailing.”59 
 
Corinthian boats typically wintered in the Belvedere lagoon behind Tiburon, although at the 
end of 1905 some were hauled out for the winter at Stone’s Yard, North Beach, and a few 
wintered in Corte Madera Creek. It is unclear which group the Kathleen joined.60 In March 
1906, the sloop was in a yard having numerous changes made before the start of the new 
season. “The new sloop Kathleen is having a new centerboard,” a yachting reporter wrote. 
“The mast has been reduced some, but the gaff has been lengthened eight feet. This will 
allow of a high-peaked mainsail. The cabin is being thoroughly overhauled.”61 The start of 
the season, however, was delayed two months because of the great San Francisco 
earthquake and fire of April 18, 1906. The Raymond home at 1719 20th Street, San Francisco, 
may have suffered earthquake damage, but it was safely outside the area of the city 
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destroyed by the fire. A newspaper report noted that none of the yachts belonging to the 
Corinthian Yacht Club were damaged in the disaster, although “some of the boat owners 
lost their sails, which were in the lofts of sailmakers and were burned.”62 In June, the 
Kathleen was made ready for the season a second time at a yard in South San Francisco, 
although the scope of the work done at this time is not recorded. There is little record of 
Raymond’s sailing activities during 1906 other than that he entered the Pacific Inter-club 
Yacht Association regatta in September, where he was to have raced against Presto and 
Harpoon in the 36-foot class. For unknown reasons, the Kathleen did not sail in that race.63 
 
The Kathleen continued to take part in Corinthian club cruises in 1907, and came in last in a 
class of nine boats in the Decoration Day regatta. Although entered, the yacht failed to start 
in the annual club handicap race in July.64  
 
The Kathleen was taken to Anderson’s yard at Hunters Point in February 1908 for the 
installation of a new mast more than 6' longer than the old one. The replacement was meant 
“to increase the hoist for the new set of sails which she will carry [this] coming season.” The 
yacht also received its annual coat of paint at the yard.65 
 
The high point of the 1908 season was the visit of the U.S. Navy’s Great White Fleet in May. 
This stop came partway through the fleet’s round-the-world cruise, and the yacht clubs on 
the bay organized an intense program of social events and sailing to welcome the warships. 
The sailing highlight came on Sunday, May 10, when a parade of more than fifty private 
yachts “sailed up and down the lines of warships, around the warships[,] and in and out 
among the excursion boats without a mishap.” “At no yachting regatta ever held in these 
waters,” a reporter for the San Francisco Call opined,  
 

were more of the white sailed pleasure craft on the wing than were out 
yesterday afternoon. . . . There were big yachts and little yachts. Some of 
them carried crowds of pretty girls, true daughters of the orchard and sisters 
of the peach, who filled the air with the pleasing clamor of their laughter as 
they waved silken miniatures of the ensigns that floated over the quarter 
deck of every warship. Some of the stateliest of the yachts were manned by 
sad faced sons of Vikings in natty uniforms and were steered by dignified 
owners who occupied the cockpits in almost solitary state. Some of the big 
yachts were crowded with young people out for a good time, but the really 
big crowds and perhaps the prettiest girls were to be found in some of the 
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smaller craft. . . . There was a generous breeze, which insured for the smallest 
of the sailing craft a speed much greater than that developed by any of the 
power propelled excursion fleet.66 

 
Kathleen was one of sixteen Corinthian yachts sailing in the parade, alongside eighteen 
yachts from the San Francisco Yacht Club, five from the Golden Gate club, nine from the 
California, and six from the South Bay. 
 
Other 1908 sailing included a July Corinthian race in cruising rig from Vallejo to El Campo 
wharf in which the club regatta committee assigned Kathleen an arbitrary handicap of 20 
minutes based on past performance. The yacht was assigned the same handicap in the 
Corinthian’s annual handicap race in August, a race in which Kathleen finished fifth in a 
field of nine after the actual times around the course were adjusted for each yacht’s time 
allowance. On the cruising front, Kathleen was one of nine Corinthian boats to sail in the 
two-day PICYA cruise to Vallejo in October.67 
 
No race results or cruising reports mentioning Kathleen have been found for 1909, and it is 
not clear why Raymond may have been less active this particular year. The Kathleen was 
assigned a handicap—again, 20 minutes—for the first annual John A. Hammersmith trophy 
race in July, but the yacht did not end up competing.68 
 
A better picture is available for 1910. In the twenty-fifth annual Corinthian regatta, 
postponed from Decoration Day (its usual date) to June 11, the Kathleen finished second in 
the 36-foot class, 6 minutes behind Tommy Kendall’s Alert and 2 minutes ahead of Meteor. In 
the second John Hammersmith trophy race, run August 21, Kathleen finished tenth out of 
fifteen. Finally, in the fifteenth annual PICYA regatta on September 10, Kathleen won a cup 
offered by the Native Sons of the Golden West in a handicap race for cruising boats. This is 
the first race the yacht is known to have won. With an actual time over the course of 3 
hours, 9 minutes, 24 seconds and a corrected time of 2 hours, 57 minutes, 24 seconds, the 
Kathleen defeated the sloop Emma by 52 seconds, followed by the Maryland G. and the 
Sappho.69 
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Frank Raymond naturally continued to sail the boat on cruises in 1910. “Paradise cove was 
the Mecca of most of the yachts about the bay yesterday,” a reporter for the Call wrote in 
July. “Fully 40 yachts found their way to the popular picnic grounds, many of the 
yachtsmen enjoying the hospitality of the Olympic club in the adjoining grounds.” Kathleen 
anchored in company with sister club boats Meteor, Presto, Dixie, Frolic, Magic, Mischief, and 
Truant. From this Paradise Cove rendezvous, Raymond sailed his yacht on a week’s cruise 
up the Sacramento River.70 
  
Racing for 1911 started with the Decoration Day regatta, in which Kathleen placed fifth 
behind Presto, Thistle, Alert, and Harpoon, but ahead of Meteor in the usual 36-foot class.71 A 
reporter for the Chronicle described the race: 
 

Frank Stone’s Presto, as usual, proved an easy winner of the thirty-six-foot 
class. She completely outclassed all of the other yachts and won by over 
twenty minutes, corrected time. Murray brothers’ new boat, the Thistle, made 
a good showing when it is considered that this was the first race in which she 
sailed. She managed to get second in the class. Besides winning the class, the 
Presto made much the best time of any yacht in the regatta over the course. 
Her time was 12 minutes better than that of the Yankee [which raced in the 
44-foot class]. The real race . . . was between the Alert and Harpoon for third 
place. Alert got the place by the narrow margin of two seconds. The Kathleen 
was fifth, and Commodore William J. Hogg’s Meteor wound up in last 
place.72 

 
The Kathleen placed second behind Meteor in the third annual John Hammersmith trophy 
race run on July 23, crossing the finish line a bare 14 seconds ahead of Harpoon in a field of 
thirteen boats that also included the Alert, Yankee, Fulton G., Sappho, and Freda. Both Meteor 
and Kathleen were assigned 20 minute handicaps, and “the race between them was close 
from start to finish.” Although entered, the Kathleen appears not to have started in the 
September PICYA regatta.73 
 
Frank Raymond made the Corinthian’s overnight cruise to Vallejo in early May 1911 and 
joined the early September club cruise to Alviso. This second trip “almost proved a monster 
wreck,” the Call reported, “in which all of the 10 boats taking part had a very narrow escape 
from destruction. A towboat was engaged to bring the yachts back from Alviso, but when 
the Dumbarton bridge was reached the wind had turned into a gale and the sea was so 
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heavy that all the tow lines, with the exception of the Meteor’s, parted and the boats were 
helpless. Sails were run up as quickly as possible. The Presto and Thistle both tore their sails 
badly, and Presto ripping out the reefs and doing other damage to the sheets. The Thistle’s 
mainsail ripped from gaff to boom.” The eleven yachts on the cruise were Kathleen, Mignon, 
Aeolus, Dixie, Discovery, Thistle, Presto, Queen, Harpoon, and Meteor, plus the Thelma from the 
Aeolian Yacht Club.74 
 
The social calendar of the Corinthian Yacht Club included many picnics, dinners, dances, 
baseball games, and other non-sailing activities. At the club’s September 24, 1911, aquatic 
sports day, the crew of the Kathleen won the yawl-boat race. This rowing competition among 
the club’s yacht tenders featured “lady cockswains [sic]” the Sausalito News noted.75 
 
Raymond began the 1912 season with a haul-out and annual maintenance at Anderson’s 
yard at Hunters Point and then sailed in a combined cruise in squadron with other yachts of 
the San Francisco, Corinthian, and Aeolian yacht clubs.76 As the cruise was the opening 
event of the season, “the newly painted boats looked spick and span and many of them had 
new suits of sails. . . . Frank Raymond had a big party on the Kathleen, every one of the 
women in the boat being prettily attired in blue sweater coats with white sailor hats 
trimmed with a red band, on which was the name of the yacht. The applause of this crew 
caused general comment and the uniform gave the wearers a natty, nautical appearance.”77 
 
This opening performance was followed two weeks later by a club cruise to the Vallejo 
Yacht Club for that club’s opening day, but the other notices about the Kathleen that year 
centered on racing. The yacht finished last behind Thistle, Harpoon, and Alert in the 36-foot 
class at the Decoration Day regatta, fourth behind Moonlight, Thistle, and Starlight in the 
club’s June 23 race from Vallejo, and third behind Meteor and Yankee in the June 30 
Hammersmith trophy race.78 Finally, on August 25, 1912, Kathleen won another race, besting 
the Alert by four minutes in a contest specially arranged between the two boats, which were 
substantially similar. “It was nip and tuck all the way around the course,” a reporter wrote, 
“though in the last beat out to the Presidio shoal buoy the Kathleen showed its best work 
and outdistanced the Alert.” This is the second win for Kathleen that is known.79 
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Al Peroni and Jerry Carson 
Frank Raymond died in February 1913 at the age of 36. It is not known when title to the 
Kathleen passed to another owner, but the yacht was cruising and racing again from the very 
beginning of the yachting season. Either the Raymond family sold the boat immediately, or 
former crew members took up the yacht’s maintenance and sailing until the family was 
ready to sell. The former situation seems more likely, but no evidence has been discovered 
either way. The earliest mention yet found of Al Peroni and Jerry Carson having charge of 
the Kathleen appears in the San Francisco Chronicle on August 10, 1913, when Peroni, Carson, 
and one Will Dewey are reported sailing the yacht on the Corinthian’s yearly Sacramento 
River trip.80 
 
The yacht was on the water well before August, however. It was brought out from the 
Corinthian’s winter anchorage in the Belvedere lagoon to the moorings adjacent to the 
Corinthian club house on March 23, 1913, and sailed in the club’s opening cruise in 
squadron on April 27. There was no Decoration Day regatta this year, but the Kathleen won 
the Hammersmith trophy on June 15 ahead of Meteor, Moonlight, Nixie, Thistle, and Aeolus. 
Two weeks later, Kathleen sailed in the club race from Vallejo to Tiburon and a week after 
that sailed in a PICYA race between the same points. In the former, the competition between 
Meteor and Kathleen was described in one press account as “one of the best duels of the 
race,” with “the two yachts making it a nip and tuck all the way, the Meteor eventually 
winning by 57 seconds.”81  
 
At the PICYA regatta on September 9, 1913, Kathleen won the arbitrary handicap race 
against the sloops Amigo, L’Amigo, and Speedwell. (The Folly was disqualified for sailing the 
wrong course.) The yacht won with a corrected time of 2 hours, 52 minutes, 35 seconds, but 
even the boat’s actual time around the course, 2 hours, 55 minutes, 35 seconds, was faster 
than those of the other boats in the race.82 
 
It is impossible to say what accounts for the Kathleen’s noticeable improvement in racing 
performance in 1913. While it may indicate limitations in Frank Raymond’s skill as a racing 
skipper, it is certainly a testament to the overall teamwork of the yacht’s crew, which during 
1914 included Peroni, Carson, Long Fitzgerald, Isadore Hamburger, and W. Tuohy.83 There 
is some evidence suggesting that not all of these men were new to the yacht after 
Raymond’s death. “There were fifteen couples in the annual banquet given by the crews of 
the Kathleen and Starlight at one of the French restaurants [in San Francisco] last night,” the 
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yachting reporter for the Chronicle wrote in November 1913. After the same event in 
November 1914, Chronicle readers learned that these dinners, involving the crews of 
Kathleen, Starlight, Truant, and Ariel, had been going on since 1906 and were “one of the big 
events of the winter for the crews of these popular craft.” Maybe Peroni and Carson had 
been members of Raymond’s crew.84 
 
“On Sundays the lagoon back of Tiburon is the scene of much activity,” the Chronicle noted 
in February 1914, “as all the crews are hard at work with the scrapers and paint brushes. . . . 
The Kathleen’s crew devotes Sundays looking for lost anchors, as every time Isadore 
Hamburger casts an anchor overboard he forgets to make it fast to a rope.” The crew’s other 
preparations for the season included being towed to Anderson’s yard at the end of March 
for annual maintenance. The Kathleen’s two known races for 1914 were a Corinthian 
arbitrary handicap on July 4 from McNear’s Landing on San Pablo Bay to Army Point and 
then to Vallejo, and the PICYA arbitrary handicap on July 5, in which the yacht placed 
seventh out of fifteen.85  
 
The 1915 season included another race, on July 5, for which merchandise prizes were 
awarded—“riding lights, coils of rope, hams, cases of wine, sacks of potatoes, cans of copper 
paint, oars, poker chips and assorted groceries.” Kathleen’s performance in this race is 
unknown.86 
 
The highlight of the year was the regatta organized by the PICYA in August and September 
to coincide with the Panama-Pacific International Exposition. Kathleen sailed in two races 
during this time, an arbitrary handicap for boats over 35' on August 15 and a 35-foot class 
race on August 29. In the first race, the Kathleen came in fourth against Corinthian fleetmates 
Pronto II, Yankee, and Fulton G., and the Aeolian boat Speedwell. In the second race, against 
the same yachts, Kathleen won.87 
 
No racing records have been found mentioning the boat in 1916. In September 1916, the 
Kathleen made a trip to the South Bay Yacht Club in Alviso, and then in October the yacht 
was one of six becalmed while cruising near the Golden Gate. A strong ebb tide drew all six 
boats out to sea, where they had to be rescued by power launches from the Coast Guard 
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stations at Fort Point and Point Bonita. The Neverleak managed to drift the furthest, being 
carried 3 miles off the Cliff House before rescuers reached it.88 
 
Although the Kathleen was overhauled and repainted at Madden Boat Building at the foot of 
Turney Street in Sausalito in April 1917, its activities this year, if any, are unknown. The 
entry of the United States into World War I disrupted organized yachting on the bay, but it 
is not clear if this accounts for the yacht’s disappearance from news reports of the 
Corinthian club’s activities. The boat was entered in the June 24 Corinthian regatta, but then 
did not race.89 
 
E. Erickson 
Sometime during 1917 or 1918, Peroni sold the Kathleen to E. Erickson and Peter Block, 
members of the Vallejo Yachting and Rowing Club.90 Nothing is known of their cruising and 
racing activities until August 13, 1922, when Erickson skippered the Kathleen against 
longtime rivals Meteor, Rainbow, Speedwell, Harpoon, and four other yachts in a handicap race 
during the PICYA annual regatta.91 The following August he sailed the yacht in the same 
race against ten yachts including, once more, Meteor, Rainbow, Speedwell, and Harpoon.92 The 
boat’s performance in these races remains to be found. 
 
Ryer, Shea, and Clark 
During the late 1920s the Kathleen passed quickly though a succession of owners. W. H. 
Ryer, a member of the Corinthian Yacht Club, had the yacht in 1926. W. Shea is given as the 
yacht’s owner in the 1927 edition of the PICYA Year Book, and Edward C. Shea of Oakland, a 
member of the Aeolian Yacht Club, is given as the owner in the editions of 1928, 1929, and 
1930. In 1931 and possibly into 1932, the owner was Laurence H. Clark, also of Oakland and 
a member of the Aeolian Yacht Club. Nothing is currently known of the racing or cruising 
activities of these men, although it was on Edward Shea’s watch, in 1930, that the Kathleen 
was altered from a centerboard sloop to an auxiliary yawl with a ballast keel.93 
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Edward Thoits and the Islander 
Edward C. Thoits, shoe store owner, Palo Alto city council member, and founding member 
of the Palo Alto Yacht Club, bought the Kathleen in 1932 or 1933. He renamed the yacht 
Islander, a name that may reflect the fact that the aging boat was now better suited to 
cruising than to racing, being by this time totally outclassed by newer and more advanced 
racing boats. Nevertheless, the Islander continued to appear in the PICYA and Palo Alto club 
racing lists until 1940. Thoits owned the yacht until his death in 1951.94 
 
Harry Smith and Hap Smith 
The owners of the Islander during the 1950s are unknown. Whoever they were, one of them 
sought to reduce maintenance on the boat by encasing the hull and decks in fiberglass. In 
the early 1960s, the yacht was owned by A. W. Penniman and then Myron Lees. Lees is 
believed to have co-owned the yacht with another man, but who this man was—or if he was 
Penniman—is unclear.95 
 
By 1966 or 1967, Harry Smith of Mill Valley had been looking to buy an older wooden 
sailboat for three or four years. He came across the Islander hauled out in an Alameda 
boatyard. The ballast keel was missing and all the keelbolts were bent, indicating the keel 
had been ripped off in a serious underwater collision. Smith was able to buy the boat with 
assistance from his brother, a captain in the navy. He had a new keel fabricated and 
installed at the Alameda yard, and he had the fiberglassing patched where the new work 
met the original hull. The tip of the bowsprit was broken off accidentally while the boat was 
in the yard and had to be replaced as well.96 
 
The concrete ballast plug in the new keel was much heavier than necessary. When the yacht 
went in the water again, it was found to be quite “proud in the bow,” as Hap Smith, Harry’s 
son, described it. The interior ballast of iron bars and sash weights had to be moved far 
forward into the forepeak to return the yacht to proper sailing trim. Thereafter, the yacht 
was very steady. It would hardly roll when a person stepped aboard at dock, and 
passengers who tended to seasickness on other boats had no problems on this one.97 
 
Harry Smith and Hap Smith sailed the boat out of the Paradise Cay Yacht Harbor, located 
north of Tiburon, for the next four decades. As Hap recalls, “Early on, my father took me 
sailing. As time went on, I took him sailing.” Harry was a member of the Master Mariners 
Benevolent Association and sailed the Islander in its annual regatta for historic wooden 
sailing craft for a number of years, although at some point the boat was barred from 
participating in Master Mariners races because of the fiberglass on the hull. In 1971, the boat 
won second place in the “restored” category at the Port of Oakland Concours.98 
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The Smiths sailed all over the bay, and they encountered older yachtsmen who remembered 
the boat from its days under earlier owners, particularly at the Vallejo Yacht Club, where 
there was a framed photo on the clubhouse wall showing the Kathleen and Skipper Erickson. 
They were told that during Prohibition in the 1920s the yacht was nicknamed “the Canteen” 
for its owner’s reliable store of alcohol. They also learned that, as a yawl, it had been sailed 
outside the bay and had even made trips from northern Mexico to Seattle.99 
 
In 1992, Stephen Canright, a curator at San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 
(SAFR), noticed the Islander docked in Paradise Cay Yacht Harbor. He recognized the boat 
as an example of an historic yacht type that had by then almost entirely disappeared from 
the bay. Canright left a note with his contact information on the boat, and Hap Smith got in 
touch. They began talking, and Canright made some initial investigations into the yacht’s 
history. The boat had begun deteriorating by this time, and Canright developed the idea of 
setting up a “syndicate,” in the manner of older yacht co-ownership arrangements, to 
restore and sail the boat. Smith supported this idea, and Canright enlisted friends and 
colleagues to make it happen.  
 
In June 1993, Canright formed the Sloop Kathleen Syndicate with his then wife Marjorie 
Baer; Hap and Barbara Smith; Russell Booth, manager of the museum submarine Pampanito, 
and his wife Daria, an administrative assistant at the San Francisco Maritime Museum 
Association; George A. Alschuler, a semi-retired lawyer and chantey singer; John Muir, a 
museum technician in the SAFR boat shop; Larry Hitchcock, a freelance boatwright; Revell 
Carr, an interpretive ranger at SAFR; Bill Snow, a market researcher; Joe Corn, an assistant 
professor at San Francisco State; Hans Thomas, a SAFR boat shop volunteer; Richard 
Everett, curator of exhibits at SAFR; Gerson Finley; and Carol Dibner, SAFR boat shop 
volunteer. All of these people came to the project through a love of old boats; some 
contributed money to the effort, while others contributed labor. Canright and Muir 
undertook the majority of the latter, while Corn, Finley, Dibner, Thomas, and Everett were 
never heavily involved. A legal ownership transfer was eventually made between Smith 
and the syndicate, and the name Islander was given up in favor of a return to Kathleen.100 
 
Canright took a three month leave from the SAFR to work on the yacht. During this time he 
restored the deck, coaming, and railing of the cockpit; rebuilt the steering gear; replaced the 
shrouds and otherwise restored the sloop rig; and, with John Muir, undertook a great deal 
of cleaning, scraping, and painting. John Muir did a considerable amount of work inside the 
cabin. Together they returned the yacht to sailing condition and sailed it eight to ten times in 
1994, 1995, and 1996.  
 
In 1996, the boat sailed in SAFR’s third annual gunkhole trip, a leisurely five-day small boat 
rally and backwater exploration exactly in the spirit of the old yacht club trips into the river 

                                                      
99 Hap Smith, interview with the author, Oct. 4, 2012. 
100 Information on the syndicate provided by Stephen Canright, interview, Aug. 24, 2012, and email 

to author, Sept. 24, 2012. 
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delta that Kathleen had sailed in before World War I. At the end of this particular trip, 
however, mechanical difficulties nearly lead to calamity. As Stephen Canright recalls:  
 

On the 1996 trip the Kathleen was coming home on her own. John Conway, in 
the fiberglass motor whaleboat Buff Duck, had passed us earlier, headed 
toward Benicia for the night, as were we. We were coming down through 
Suisun Bay, off Port Chicago, under power, when we lost engine cooling and 
had to shut off the power. We continued under sail, main and jib, beating 
into the north-west breeze, but helped by the ebbing tidal current, and 
making pretty fair time. Between the oil dock at the west end of Port Chicago 
and the three bridges between Benicia and Martinez, John Muir noted that 
we were taking water quickly. John and I and Todd Bloch set up a bucket line 
and bailed for our lives. My brother David was sailing the boat, with help 
from Diane King and Amy Hosa. We had trouble getting through the 
bridges, and at one point I took the helm and fell off a bit to get up speed to 
thread through the three sets of bridge abutments. Once through the bridges, 
we called John Conway at Benicia, and he was kind enough to come out and 
tow us in. We were able to plug a pump into shore power and the situation 
was saved. We figured that the pressure of the beat to windward started the 
garboard seams and caused the leak.101 

 
The boat was repaired, but extensive cruising in it was given up. The syndicate suffered 
from being loosely organized, and Revell Carr’s departure to work on an advanced degree 
and Russell Booth’s unfortunate death in 1997 did much to unravel its continued efforts. 
Ownership eventually reverted to Smith after he paid back taxes on the boat. Two logbooks 
record recreational cruises on the bay in the summer of 1999 and the summer and fall of 
2000, plus routine inspections by John Muir, Hap Smith, and Stephen Canright from fall 
1999 to summer 2002, but the Kathleen was largely retired by 2005. Smith donated it to SAFR 
in 2011.102 
 
 
PART II. STRUCTURAL / DESIGN INFORMATION 
 
A. General Description 
 
1. Overall:  The Kathleen is a gaff-headed sloop designed for inshore recreational sailing and 
racing. 
 
The hull is a centerboard type with moderate displacement, plumb stem, curving forefoot, 
moderately overhanging counter, and rounded stern. The original centerboard was 
removed in 1930, and the boat is now fitted with a concrete-ballasted timber keel. The 

                                                      
101 Todd Bloch and Amy Hosa were SAFR boat shop volunteers; Diane King was Canright’s 

girlfriend. Stephen Canright, email to author, Sept. 24, 2012. 
102 Canright, email to author, Sept. 24, 2012. The logbooks are preserved at SAFR. 
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rudder is made of fir plywood with bronze hardware. The propeller shaft exits the hull into 
an aperture forward of the rudder. Because the shaft is offset slightly to starboard, a box is 
fitted around the outboard end of the shaft. 
 
The hull is constructed of steamed and bent 2" x 2" oak frames spaced 15" on center covered 
by 1"-thick Port Orford cedar carvel planking. The aftmost two or three frames are sawn and 
of heavier scantling than the remaining frames. The deck beams, blocking, and lodging 
knees are fir. The deck planking in the cockpit is fir; the balance of the deck is fiberglass-
covered plywood with areas of canvas repair to either side of the coach top. (At the time of 
survey the decking on the port half of the poop had been taken up to expose the deck 
beams.) 
 
The ballast keel comprises additional fir deadwood timbers and a 15"-deep concrete ballast 
plug suspended beneath the original hull framework. Fourteen steel keelbolts secure the 
ballast through the deadwood timbers to the hull. Some of these keelbolts pass through a 
concrete plug that fills the original centerboard slot and are anchored in place by steel 
washers and plates. 
 
The entire hull is covered in two layers of fiberglass cloth and resin applied over two layers 
of 3/8" plywood laid diagonally to the hull planking. The coach top, too, is sealed with one 
layer of plywood and layers of fiberglass cloth and resin. 
 
The mast passes through the foredeck directly forward of the cabin trunk. Forward of the 
mast partners a small hatch opens into the forecastle. The heel of the bowsprit is secured by 
a steel rod that passes between two bitts. A small two-gypsy ratchet windlass is fitted to the 
bitts across the heel of the bowsprit. 
 
The aft deck is fitted with quarter bits to port and starboard and a steel horse for the main 
sheet. The steering gear is contained in small box abaft the cockpit coaming. 
 
2. Cockpit and cabin:  The cockpit and cabin trunk are rounded, fore and aft. The coach top 
is shallow arched. The cockpit is constructed of Port Orford cedar staves clad in fir tongue-
and-groove facing. A step-like seat protrudes into the cockpit along the bulkhead that 
divides the cockpit from the cabin. The tight curve at the forward end of the cabin trunk is, 
like the cockpit curve, made of Port Orford cedar staves faced with fir tongue-and-groove. 
The coach sides are also cedar, while the cabin interior joinery is also tongue-and-groove fir. 
The coach top beams are sawn oak supporting tongue-and-groove fir planks.  
 
The coach top has wood handrails mounted to port and starboard. A companionway with 
covering slide leads from the cockpit into the cabin; the companionway is offset to starboard 
of the yacht’s centerline to clear the engine inside the cabin. Eight bronze portholes and a 
ridged skylight with two horizontally hinged casements provide light and ventilation to the 
cabin. There is also a hatch with a modern plexiglass and wood cover at the forward end of 
the coach top that illuminates the galley.    
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The cabin contains a main compartment plus a head. The main compartment, located 
forward of the cockpit and accessible via the companionway, contains three settees or 
bunks, two to port and one to starboard, with lockers underneath. A cupboard and drawers 
are fitted aft of the starboard bunk, and another, full-height cupboard or closet is fitted 
forward of the starboard bunk. Forward of the starboard closet is the galley, which has a 
wood counter with drawers and cupboard beneath. A small enameled steel sink is set into 
the counter and fed by a single self-closing tap. Opposite the galley on the port side is the 
head or toilet room, containing a pump toilet, a small cabinet with three drawers, and an 
enameled sink with a single self-closing tap. The sink has no drain pipe and empties directly 
onto the deck. A square metal grate over a hole in the cabin sole below the sink allows the 
waste water to run directly into the bilges. Forward of the galley and head, under the 
foredeck, is the forecastle with the mast step and a number of built-in stowage bins. All 
interior joiner partitions and stowage compartments in the cabin are made of wood.  
 
The engine sits along the centerline at the aft end of the cabin. It is enclosed in a wood box. 
The bilge pump and the batteries are in a box along the port side of the engine box. The 
yacht is presumed to have had two water tanks, but no brackets or fittings indicating their 
locations have been found. The galley and head taps are plumbed with 1/2" copper piping 
to a T fitting. Fragments of rubber hose run from this fitting, but that is the extent of the 
surviving plumbing. 
 
 
B. Mechanical Features 
 
1. Rig:  The yacht has a single pole mast with gaff and boom. The gaff travels along the mast 
using a parrel bucket instead of jaws.103 The boom carries a wire-rope jackstay to secure the 
foot of the mainsail. The bowsprit is fir and is rigged with an iron-rod bobstay and wire 
whisker stays. The cranse iron is steel. The jib club no longer survives. As built, the Kathleen 
carried a single headsail and a gaff-headed mainsail.  
 
2. Engine:  The Kathleen’s current power train comprises an OSCO Ford 4DF four-cylinder 
water-cooled diesel, serial number 1732K23KB; a Velvet Drive Twin Disc transmission, 
serial number 3106; and a bronze three-blade right-handed propeller. The propeller shaft is 
slightly offset to starboard. 
 
Two fuel tanks are fitted under the deck to either side of the cockpit, one to port and one to 
starboard. A bank of automotive batteries provides electric current for engine starting, 
running and mooring lights, and cabin lighting. A bilge pump is fitted in a box adjacent to 
the engine. 
 
3. Steering gear:  The steering gear is original. It is of quadrant type, with gears on the 
upper side of the quadrant meshing with a pinion on the steering post. It bears no maker’s 

                                                      
103 The bucket has purpleheart staves installed by Stephen Canright in the 1990s, in place of earlier, 

probably teak, staves. 
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name or plate.  The existing metal wheel, with “DELANO / BROS / 21 / SPEAR ST / SF” 
cast into its face, is a replacement of unknown date for the original, wood wheel. 
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Appendix I: 
Fragmentary list of vessels attributed to S. O. Pasquinucci 

 
 Feluccas for local Italian fishermen a 
 Winehaven, 43.3' gas steamer for California Wine Association, 1903 b 
 Pirate, 48.2' gas steamer for American Dredging Company, 1904 c 
 Comet, 38.6' gas steamer for Crowley Launch & Tug Company, 1904 d 
 Kathleen, 39' sloop yacht for Frank C. Raymond, 1904–1905 
 Iolanda, 53 gross ton, 77' fishing steamer for A. Paladini, 1905 e 
 Amazon, 15 gross ton steamer, 1905 f 
 Contract to repair state pile driver no. 1 ($515), spring 1905 g 
 Repairs to skiff for city of San Francisco ($15), late summer 1905 h 
 Repairs to scow for city of San Francisco ($140), late 1905 i 
 67' gas screw passenger launch for W. N. McCarthy for Santa Cruz–Monterey 

service, 1907 j 
 28' crab fishing launch for Joe Cardoza, 1913 k 
 36' crab boat for William Campbell, 1914 l 
 40' rockcod fishing boat for Angelo Bollo, 1914 m 
 40' seine fishing boat for Bonilla of Santa Cruz, 1914 n 
 36' cruising launch with crab-boat-style hull for L. A. Norris, 1914 o 
 Star of Heliogoland, 32' crab boat for Peter Wellnitz, 1914 p 

                                                      
a Giovanni Panella, “Lateen Sail through the Golden Gate,” Sea History 102 (Autumn 2002): 34. 
b Master carpenter certificate copies from the district of San Francisco, J. Porter Shaw Library, San 

Francisco Maritime National Historical Park [SAFR]. 
c Master carpenter certificates, SAFR 
d Master carpenter certificates, SAFR 
e Sixth Annual Report of the Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco (San Francisco: A. Carlisle & Co., 

1910), 255; Master carpenter certificates, SAFR 
f Sixth Annual Report of the Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco (San Francisco: A. Carlisle & Co., 

1910), 255. 
g “News of the water front,” San Francisco Chronicle, July 7, 1905, 15; Biennial Report of the Board of 

State Harbor Commissioners for the two fiscal years commencing July 1, 1904, and ending June 30, 1906 
(Sacramento: W. W. Shannon: 1907), 29. 

h Biennial Report of the Board of State Harbor Commissioners, 32. 
i ibid., 37. 
j Inkersley, “Power-boats on San Francisco Bay,” 914. 
k “Brief items of local interest,” Sausalito News, Sept. 20, 1913. 
l “Two fishing launches . . . ,” Sausalito News, Feb. 14, 1914, 1. 
m ibid. 
n ibid. 
o ibid. 
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 40' work boat for Palmer Dredging Company, 1915 q 
 Petrel, gasoline towboat for Crichton & Arques, 1915 r 
 54' gasoline towboat for Crichton & Arques, 1915 s 
 Three small power work boats for service out of Acapulco, Mexico, 1915 t 
 Gasoline towboat for Crichton & Arques, 1916 u 
 55' fishing boat for California National Fishing Company, 1916 v 
 Toledo, steam schooner converted to oil burning for coastal trade in Chili, 1916 w 
 Pastime, schooner yacht overhauled for Mexican coast trade, 1916 x 

 

                                                                                                                                                                     
p “Brief items of local interest,” Sausalito News, July 25, 1914; “Brief items of local interest,” Sausalito 

News, Oct. 3, 1914, 7. 
q “Brief items of local interest,” Sausalito News, Mar. 15, 1915, 5. 
r “Brief items of local interest,” Sausalito News, Apr. 10, 1915, 5. 
s “Brief items of local interest,” Sausalito News, May 8, 1915, 5. 
t “Brief items of local interest,” Sausalito News, Oct. 16, 1915, 5. 
u “Brief items of local interest,” Sausalito News, Feb. 19, 1916, 5. 
v “Brief items of local interest,” Sausalito News, Apr. 22, 1916, 5. 
w “Brief items of local interest,” Sausalito News, Apr. 22, 1916, 5. 
x “Brief items of local interest,” Sausalito News, May 13, 1916, 5. 
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Appendix II: 
Known racing numbers for sloop Kathleen 

 
Date Racing number Sponsoring organization 

1907 May 30 10 Corinthian Yacht Club a 

1909 Sept 11 18 Pacific Inter-Club Yacht Assoc. b 

1910 [club fleet list] 9 Corinthian Yacht Club c  

1910 [photograph] 10 Corinthian Yacht Club d 

1910 June 11 10 Corinthian Yacht Club e 

1911 May 21 10 Corinthian Yacht Club f 

1911 May 30 9 Corinthian Yacht Club g 

1911 Sept 16 12 Pacific Inter-Club Yacht Assoc. h 

1912 May 30 9 Corinthian Yacht Club i 

1924 to 1939 91 Pacific Inter-Club Yacht Assoc. j 

                                                      
a Arthur Inkersley, “Annual Regatta of Corinthian yacht Club,” Western Field 10, no. 6 (July 1907): 

436–37. 
b “Contestants for the Pacific Interclub regatta,” San Francisco Chronicle, Sept. 1, 1909, 8. 
c Corinthian Yacht Club [By-laws and Rules] 
d Walter A. Scott, “Kathleen on San Francisco Bay,” photograph, SAFR 19105. 
e “Annual yacht race of Corinthians will be sailed today,” San Francisco Chronicle, June 11, 1910, 13. 
f “San Francisco club yachts to meet in handicap race,” San Francisco Chronicle, May 21, 1911, 58. 
g Walter A. Scott, “Kathleen on San Francisco Bay on Memorial Day, May 30, 1911,” photograph, 

SAFR 21374. 
h Number assigned, but yacht did not sail in the race; “Yachts will race today over channel course,” 

San Francisco Call Sept. 16, 1911, 19; “Challenger’s win a big surprise,” San Francisco Call, Sept. 17, 
1911, 61. 

i “Twenty-seven yachts will race in the Corinthian regatta Thursday,” San Francisco Chronicle, May 
28, 1912, 11. 

j Pacific Inter-Club Yacht Association Year Book, 1924–39 
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FIGURE PAGES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1. Yachts of the Corinthian Yacht Club race in the club’s annual Decoration Day regatta. 
Drawing by William A. Coulter from The San Francisco Call, May 31, 1895, 7.  
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Fig. 2. The usual course for the Corinthian Yacht Club’s regattas. From The San Francisco 
Call, May 30, 1895, 5. 
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Fig. 3. The Pacific Inter-Club Yacht Association regatta courses. From Pacific Inter-Club 
Yacht Association, Official Program and Race Instructions, Seventh Annual Pacific Coast 
Championship Regatta, August 24 and 25, 1929. 
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Fig. 4. Sloop Kathleen on San Francisco Bay during the Corinthian Yacht Club’s Decoration 
Day regatta, May 30, 1910. Photograph by Walter A. Smith. Walter A. Smith Photograph 
Collection, San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park, SAFR 19105, P83-019A.882g. 
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Fig. 5. Sloop Kathleen on San Francisco Bay, 1911. Photograph by Walter A. Smith. Walter A. 
Smith Photograph Collection, San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park, SAFR 21374, 
B7.10,464g. 
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Fig. 6. Sloop Kathleen sailing on the bay, ca. 1910. Photograph by Walter A. Smith. Walter A. 
Smith Photograph Collection, San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park, SAFR 21374, 
B7.10,466g. 
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Fig. 7. Sloop Kathleen running wing and wing, ca. 1910. Photograph by Walter A. Smith 
(detail). Walter A. Smith Photograph Collection, San Francisco Maritime National Historical 
Park, SAFR 21374, B7.10,463g. 
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Fig. 8. Sloop Kathleen (right) racing against another sloop, ca. 1910. Photograph by Walter A. 
Smith. Walter A. Smith Photograph Collection, San Francisco Maritime National Historical 
Park, SAFR 21374, B7.10,465g. 
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Fig. 9. Yawl Islander (ex Kathleen) moored at Ayala Cove, Angel Island, 1980s. Courtesy of 
Hap Smith.
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Fig. 10. Dr. David McNamara and his daughter ride the bowsprit of the yawl Islander (ex 
Kathleen) in San Francisco Bay with the San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge in the distance. 
Courtesy of Hap Smith. 



Sloop Yacht Kathleen 
HAER No. CA-2299 

Page 52 
 

 

 

Fig. 11. Sloop Kathleen sailing on the 1996 “gunkhole trip” sponsored by the San Francisco 
Maritime National Historical Park. Photo courtesy of Bill Doll, San Francisco Maritime 
National Historical Park. 




