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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

TIMES MIRROR BUILDING AND PARKING STRUCTURE 

HABS No. CA-2935 

Location: 234 West 1st Street, 118 South Broadway, and 140 South Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, California. The Times Mirror 
Building and the Parking Structure are also associated with the 
following addresses: 100, 102, 106, 108, 110, 118, 120, 124, 126, 
128, 130, and 142 South Broadway; 228, 224, and 230 West 1st 
Street; and 221 West 2nd Street. 
 
The Times Mirror Building is located at latitude 34.053187 and 
longitude -118.245429. The Parking Structure is located at latitude 
34.052571 and longitude -118.246055. These points were obtained 
on April 29, 2019 using Google Earth (WGS84). There is no 
restriction on their release to the public. 

  
Present  
Owner/Occupant: 

The present owner is Onni Times Square. Present occupants are 
various office tenants. 

  
Present Use: Multi-tenant office building and parking garage 
  
Significance: 
 

The Times Mirror Building is significant for its association with the 
Times Mirror Company, the parent company of the Los Angeles 
Times. The southern portion of the building was originally 
constructed in 1931 to house the Times Mirror Printing and Binding 
House and the American Engraving Company, both subsidiaries of 
the Times Mirror Company. This 1931 building, known as the Times 
Press Building, was later incorporated into the design of the Times 
Mirror Building and Parking Structure in 1971–73. The Times Mirror 
Building served as the headquarters of the Times Mirror Company 
from its completion until it was sold to the Tribune Company in 2000.  
 
The building is also significant for its association with Otis Chandler. 
Chandler served as the publisher for the Los Angeles Times between 
1960 and 1980 and has been recognized as one of the most important 
newspaper publishers in the United States. He kept an office on the 
sixth floor of the Times Mirror Building from 1973 until he was 
ousted as the chairman of the Times Mirror Company in 1986. 
 
The Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure were determined 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criteria A and C and the California Register of Historical Resources 
under Criteria 1 and 3 as contributors to the Times Mirror Square 
Historic District. The Times Mirror Square Historic District occupies 
a city block in Downtown Los Angeles and is composed of five 
structurally distinct, but internally connected buildings that include 
the Times Building, Plant Building, Mirror Building, Times Mirror 
Building, and Parking Structure. It is significant for its association 
with the Los Angeles Times and Times Mirror Company under 
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Criteria A/1 as well as representing a significant and distinguishable 
architecturally significant entity under Criteria C/3. 
 
The Times Mirror Building was determined individually eligible for 
listing in the California Register of Historical Resources under 
Criterion 1 for its association with the Times Mirror Company and 
under Criterion 2 for its association with Chandler. 
 
The Parking Structure was not identified as individually eligible for 
listing in the National Register or the California Register because it is 
a purely functional building and is not directly associated with the 
activities of the Times Mirror Company or Chandler; however, it is 
within the boundaries of the historic district comprising buildings 
associated with the Times Mirror Company. 

  
Historian(s): Emily Rinaldi 

GPA Consulting 
July 29, 2019 

  
Project  
Information: 

The building is proposed for demolition as part of a redevelopment 
project. This documentation was requested by the City of Los Angeles 
and prepared as a mitigation measure for the demolition. The sponsor 
and cooperating organization is Onni Times Square.  
 
Photographs prepared by Stephen D. Schafer from Schaf Studio. 
Historical report prepared by Emily Rinaldi of GPA Consulting, Inc. 
 
 

Part I. Historical Information 

A. Physical History 

1. Date of erection: 19311 
 
2. Architect: The Times Mirror Company commissioned architect Gordon B. Kaufmann to 
design the original building constructed in 1931 for the Times Mirror Printing and Binding House 
and the American Engraving Company, both subsidiaries of the Times Mirror Company. This 
1931 building, known as the Times Press Building, was later incorporated into the design of the 
Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure. The Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure 
were constructed in 1970-73 for the parent company of the Los Angeles Times, the Times Mirror 
Company, and designed by William L. Pereira & Associates. Charles Kratka Interior Planning 
and Design was engaged in 1970 to design the interiors of the company’s corporate offices, 
which were initially located on the fifth and sixth floors of the Times Mirror Building. 

Gordon Bernie Kaufmann (1888-1949) was born in 1888 in London, England.2 He graduated 
from the London Polytechnic Institute and studied at the Royal College of Art. Around 1910, 

                                                           
1 City of Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety (LADBS), Building Permit No. LA4193, March 3, 1931.  
2 Historic Resources Group, “National Register of Historic Places Nomination: Hollywood Palladium, Los Angeles,” 2016, 14-
15. 
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Kaufmann immigrated to Vancouver, Canada. He later relocated to California and settled in 
Fresno before eventually moving south to Los Angeles. By 1916, Kaufmann was working as a 
draftsman in the office of Pasadena architect Reginald Johnson, and by 1920, he was Johnson’s 
associate. Johnson and Kaufmann partnered with architect Roland E. Coate in 1922, forming the 
firm of Johnson, Kaufmann & Coate. In their early works, the partners gained recognition in the 
field for designing single-family residences for the wealthy. They also designed a number of 
churches and public buildings, of which St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral (1924) in Los Angeles 
was the most notable.  

Kaufmann left the firm and formed his own practice in 1924. He quickly gained a reputation as 
one of Southern California’s leading architects after designing the Gothic Revival style 
Greystone Mansion (1926) in Beverly Hills and the Mediterranean Revival style Eisner Villa 
(1926). Kaufmann also created some of the most elegant buildings in the Spanish Colonial 
Revival idiom in Los Angeles and nearby counties, including the Scripps College for Women in 
Claremont (1926), the La Quinta Inn near Indio (1927), and the Athenaeum on the campus of 
the California Institute of Technology (Caltech) in Pasadena (1930). Kaufmann’s buildings 
exhibit striking proportions and masterful detailing, with exquisite wrought iron and cast 
stonework and elaborately decorated walls and ceilings. For Kaufmann, the patio or courtyard 
was truly an outdoor room, and he exploited its drama to the fullest, lavishing detail on paving, 
fountains, niches, plants, and tiles. 

In the late 1920s, Kaufmann began to shift away from period revival styles and transition into 
the Art Deco and PWA Moderne styles. His designs for the Royal Laundry (1927) in Pasadena, 
Santa Anita Park (1934) in Arcadia, and the Los Angeles Times and Plant Buildings (1935) at 
Times Mirror Square all reflect this transition into the Modern styles of the 1930s and 1940s.3 In 
1933, Kaufmann re-designed both the exteriors and interiors of the Hoover Dam (1931-1936) in 
Nevada. This Art Deco style National Historic Landmark established Kaufmann as a leading 
architect in infrastructure and dam design, resulting in subsequent commissions involving Parker 
Dam (1934-1938) and Shasta Dam (1938-1945) in California. Later in the 1930s, Kaufmann’s 
style evolved a step further into Streamline Moderne as evidenced by San Pedro High School 
(1936) in San Pedro, and the Earl Carroll Theatre (1938), Florentine Gardens (1938), and the 
Hollywood Palladium (1940), all in Hollywood.4 In collaboration with architect J.E. Stanton, 
Kaufmann designed the Park La Brea Apartments (1948) in Los Angeles. Modeled on the work 
of French architect Le Corbusier, this large multi-family garden apartment complex in the Mid-
Century Modern and Minimal Tradition styles was one of Kaufmann’s final commissions.  

William Leonard Pereira (1909-85) was born in 1909 in Chicago, Illinois. He graduated from 
the School of Architecture at the University of Illinois and worked briefly in Chicago before 
moving to Los Angeles in the 1930s. Once in Los Angeles, he worked independently as an 
architect and as an art director for several Hollywood films. In 1949, he became a professor at 
the University of Southern California (USC) where he connected with Charles Luckman. The 
two formed the architecture firm Pereira & Luckman in 1950. The firm was remarkably 
successful and designed numerous noteworthy buildings in Southern California, such as CBS 
Television City (1953) in Los Angeles, the Disneyland Hotel (1958) in Anaheim, and parts of 

                                                           
3Jan Furey Muntz, “Gordon B. Kaufmann: California Classicism,” in Johnson, Kaufmann, Coate: Partners in the California 
Style, edited by Jay Bellolli and Lauren Weiss Bricker (Claremont: Scripps College, 1992), 32-37.  
4 Muntz, 37-39. 
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the Los Angeles International Airport (1958). In 1959, Pereira split from Luckman and started 
his own firm, William L. Pereira & Associates. He continued with the firm until his death in 
1985.5 

Pereira’s design style evolved over time from minimal and rigid Modernism in the 1950s and 
early 1960sto more sculptural and expressive in the 1970s and 1980s. His earliest work mixed 
elements of the International and Mid-Century Modern styles as evidenced by his designs for 
CBS Television City (1953) in Los Angeles, Santa Rosa Hall (1954) at the University of 
California, Santa Barbara, and the Beckman Helipot building (1958) in Newport Beach.  

With Pereira & Associates, Pereira shifted focus from the designs of individual buildings to 
creating master plans. He had done some planning work with Luckman, but his work in the field 
dramatically increased in the 1960s with projects like the University of Southern California 
Master Plan (1960) and Irvine Ranch Master Plan (1961), which evolved to include the 
University of California, Irvine campus (1964). Pereira’s list of projects from 1960 through 1985 
contains nearly 70 master plans in geographical locations ranging from Hawaii to Doha, Qatar. 
Some of his notable individual buildings from the period include the University of California 
San Diego Central Library (1965), Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure (1973), and the 
Transamerica Corporate Headquarters Tower (1973) in San Francisco. These buildings, with 
their sculpted concrete forms, exhibit expressive qualities much different than architect’s earlier 
minimalist work.  
 
Charles Kratka (1922-2007) was born in 1922 in Pasadena, California.6 He graduated from the 
University of California at Los Angeles and studied at the Art Center College of Design before 
serving as a pilot in the Navy during World War II. From 1947 to 1953, Kratka worked as a 
graphic designer for architect and designer Charles Eames. He left the firm to teach at the Art 
Center and later joined Pereira & Luckman as an interior designer in the late 1950s. Kratka 
worked for Pereira & Luckman as the head of interior design for Los Angeles International 
Airport (1958), and subsequently joined Pereira & Associates after Pereira established his own 
firm in 1959. He worked as an interior designer for Pereira on many of the firm’s high-profile 
projects, such as the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (1965). Kratka then established his 
own firm, Charles Kratka Interior Planning and Design, around 1968. One of Kratka’s first 
interior design projects as an independent practitioner was redesigning the fifth floor of the Times 
Building. Between 1968 and 1986, the Times Mirror Company continually enlisted Kratka’s 
services to redesign interior spaces throughout Times Mirror Square. Kratka is also known for 
his interior design for the Motion Picture Television Country House and Hospital in Woodland 
Hills (1989). He retired in 1998 and passed away in 2007. 
 
3. Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses: The former Times Press Building was 
constructed in 1931 by the Times Mirror Company to house the presses and associated 
administrative and ancillary spaces for the Times Mirror Printing and Binding House and the 
American Engraving Company.7 The presses, paper storage, and the gathering and trimming 

                                                           
5 Douglas C. McGill, “William L. Pereira, Architect; A Specialist in Planned Cities,” New York Times, November 15, 1985; and 
Thomas S. Hines, Architecture of the Sun (New York: Rizzoli International Publications, Inc., 2010), 678-707. 
6 Valerie J. Nelson, “Charles D. Kratka, 85; designer, artist created mosaic tunnel walls at LAX,” Los Angeles Times, November 
25, 2007. 
7 “New Building to Rise,” Los Angeles Times, January 10, 1931. 
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departments were located in the basement and sub-basement. The cylinder presses, binding 
machinery, shipping room, and offices for the American Engraving Company were located on 
the first floor. The engraving department, acid rooms, and offices for the Times Mirror company 
were located on the second floor. The third floor housed the type and linotype rooms. Offices for 
the administrative and sales departments were located on the fourth floor. On the roof was a 
terrace and garden for employees. The Times Mirror Company continued to occupy the Times 
Press Building after the 1973 addition was constructed to the north of the Times Press Building. 
The 1931 building and 1973 addition collectively became known at this time as the Times Mirror 
Building. The company’s presses remained in the basement and sub-basement, while the first 
through third floors were converted into offices for use by Times Mirror publications, which 
included the Los Angeles Times.  

The Times Mirror Company constructed the Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure in 
1970-73 for use as offices and a parking garage. The ground floor commercial tenant space of 
the Times Mirror Building was originally designed by Pereira & Associates and constructed for 
a commercial bank tenant, Crocker National Bank. Crocker National Bank likely occupied the 
ground floor of the Times Mirror Building from 1973 until at least 1986, sometime after which 
the tenant space was rented to Bank of America, who occupied the space until 2018.8 The second 
through fourth floors of the Times Mirror Building were rented to various commercial businesses 
over the years. The Times Mirror Company executive and corporate offices were originally 
designed by Charles Kratka Interior Planning and Design, and were located on the fifth and sixth 
floors from 1973 until at least 2000.   

The Times Mirror Company owned the Times Mirror Building from 1973 until the company and 
all its associated media holdings and properties were sold to the Tribune Company in 2000.9 
Tribune later split its property and media holdings, maintaining ownership of the Los Angeles 
Times, while selling many of the former Times Mirror Company properties. Tribune sold the 
Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure to the current owners, Onni Times Square, in 
2016.10 The Los Angeles Times, a publication entity separated from the building’s ownership, 
continued to occupy space in the building until 2018. Other tenant spaces were rented to various 
commercial businesses or remained vacant. Tribune sold the Los Angeles Times in 2018 to Dr. 
Patrick Soon-Shiong, who relocated the newspapers offices to El Segundo, California.11  
 
4. Building, contractor, suppliers: J. V. McNeil Co. served as the contractors for the original 
building constructed in 1931.12 C. L. Peck Contractor served as the contractors for the Times 
Mirror Building and Parking Structure constructed in 1970-73.13 
 
5. Original plans and construction: The Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure are 
located on a city block known as Times Mirror Square in Downtown Los Angeles. The block is 
occupied by five structurally distinct, but internally connected buildings developed by the Times 

                                                           
8 John M. Broder, “Wells Fargo Will Take Over 116-Year-Old Bank This Week: Crocker Nearly Gone but Not Forgotten,” Los 
Angeles Times, May 27, 1986. 
9 Felicity Barringer and Laura M. Holson, “Tribune Company Agrees to Buy Times Mirror,” New York Times, March 14, 2000. 
10 Andrew Khouri, “L.A. Times Building Sold to Canadian Developer,” Los Angeles Times, September 28, 2016. 
11 Meg James, “Historic Sale of the L.A. Times to Billionaire Patrick Soon-Shiong to Close on Monday,” Los Angeles Times, 
June 16, 2018. 
12 LADBS, Building Permit No. LA4193, March 3, 1931. 
13 LADBS, Building Permit No. LA27598, April 27, 1971. 
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Mirror Company between 1931 and 1973. The Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure 
occupy the west side of the block, while the Times Building, Plant Building, and Mirror Building 
occupy the east. The Times Building was designed by architect Gordon B. Kaufmann and 
completed in 1935. The Plant Building was also designed by Kaufmann in 1935 and expanded 
in 1946 and 1955 by architect Rowland H. Crawford. The Mirror Building was designed by 
Crawford and completed in 1948. The Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure were 
designed by William Pereira and completed in 1973. This HABS documentation only addresses 
two of these five structures, the Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure.  

The first building constructed on the block by the Times Mirror Company was the Times Press 
Building in 1931. This building has been substantially altered from its original appearance. 
Original plans and early photographs show a four-story building with Art Deco and PWA 
Moderne-style features. The building occupied a rectangular parcel on of S. Broadway between 
W.1st Street and 2nd Street. When it was constructed in 1931, the north side of the building 
abutted a two-story building that faced S. Broadway and a three-story building that faced W. 1st 
Street. The south side of the building abutted a six-story building that faced S. Broadway. The 
east side of the building abutted a three-story building and a two-story building that faced S. 
Spring Street. The buildings on the S. Spring Street side of the block were later demolished to 
make way for the six-story Times Building and two-story Plant Building constructed in 1934-
35. 
 
The building was rectangular in plan and constructed of reinforced concrete with a steel frame 
structure. The primary façade faced S. Broadway. It was divided into seven bays by six fluted 
concrete pilasters with black granite bases that extended above the fourth floor. The three center 
bays were wider than the two outer bays. On the ground floor, the three center bays had fixed, 
multi-light metal windows with black granite bulkheads. The second northernmost and 
southernmost bays each had multi-light, paired bronze doors with multi-light transom windows. 
The northernmost bay had a fully glazed, metal door with a transom window. Above the ground 
floor, the center five bays had vertical bands of multi-light metal windows separated by concrete 
spandrels between the ground and second floor and a concrete cornice between the third and 
fourth floors. The outermost bays each had a fixed, multi-light metal window on the second 
through fourth floors. Fire escapes were also located at the outmost bays and extended from the 
second to fourth floors. Above the fourth floor, the five center bays featured scalloped moldings 
and the three center bays featured medallions with the Times Mirror Company logo above the 
moldings. The building was topped with a shed roof clad in clay tile with a large horizontal sign 
band that extended the width of the roof. It had large block letters spelling “Times-Mirror 
Printing & Binding House.” The shed roof was open at the rear to form a covered terrace above 
the fourth floor. 

The interior generally had large open floor plates with regularly spaced concrete columns on the 
sub-basement through third floors. A mezzanine level was also located above the first floor along 
the west exterior wall. These floors were finished with wood block flooring and concrete walls 
and ceilings, except for the lobby which likely originally featured more ornate finishes. All that 
remains of the original finishes in the former lobby is marble cladding along the south wall and 
within the passenger elevator vestibule. Partition walls on the sub-basement through third floors 
were either concrete or partially glazed metal. The building stepped back at the fourth floor to 
form an L-shaped floor plate. Above the remainder of the third floor were triangular-shaped 
skylights. The fourth floor was likely partitioned into offices. The original finishes in these 
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offices are unknown. The roof terrace was paved with clay tile and featured furnishing and 
planters. Circulation consisted of a passenger elevator, freight elevator, and three staircases.  
 
6. Alterations and additions: In 1940, the six-story building to the south of the Times Press 
Building was demolished and the parcel was re-developed as a surface parking lot.14 Engineer 
D.L. Narver subsequently designed a one-story addition to the Times Press Building that was 
constructed along the building’s south elevation in 1946.15 
 
In 1960, the architectural firm William L. Pereira & Associates completed work described in the 
building permit as “remodel entrance and beautification.”16 While the full extent of these 
alterations is unknown, a photograph from 1968 shows that the ground-floor window openings 
were infilled, the northmost door opening was infilled, and the remaining ground-floor doors 
were replaced within the original door openings prior to this date. Also in 1960, contractor P.J. 
Walker Co. removed the shed roof and sign band from the S. Broadway façade.17  
 
Architect Rowland H. Crawford designed alterations to the building’s interior in 1960.18 These 
alterations included the installation of a platform for unloading rolled paper and a lowerator (a 
type of lowering lift) and paper roll ramp to move paper from the first floor to basement area. 
The first-floor slab and beams were strengthened. New non-bearing interior partitions, a new 
men’s restroom, and new stairs to the Times Building on the east were constructed on the first 
floor. A portion of the first-floor mezzanine was removed, and a new shower and drying room 
added to the existing men’s locker room on the mezzanine. The stair at the northwest corner of 
the building was extended to the fourth floor. A new lift at the east end of the building connecting 
to the Times Building was constructed on the third floor. Additionally, new partitions and 
acoustic tile ceilings were installed on the second and third floors. Crawford also designed an 
ink storage room that was installed in the sub-basement in 1961.19 
 
In 1970-71, William L. Pereira & Associates designed the Times Mirror Building and Parking 
Structure, which required significant alterations to the Times Press Building.20 The Times Press 
Building was structurally strengthened in 1970.21 A portion of the fourth floor was subsequently 
demolished and the skylights over the third floor were removed and the openings infilled in 1970-
71.22 The 1970-73 portion of the Times Mirror Building was constructed along the north exterior 
wall and above the third floor of the Times Press Building. The Parking Structure was 
constructed along the south exterior wall. The exterior of Times Press Building was reclad in 
granite. The window openings on the S. Broadway façade were reconfigured into three horizontal 
bands and new window sash installed. While the main entrance to the Times Press Building 
remains in the same location, the door opening has been recessed and the door replaced with new 
infill. An exterior walkway connecting the Times Mirror Building to the Parking Structure was 

                                                           
14 LADBS, Building Permit No. LA52638, February 5, 1960. 
15 LADBS, Building Permit No. LA8263, March 25, 1946. 
16 LADBS, Building Permit No. LA72198, October 7, 1960. 
17 LADBS, Building Permit No. LA64302, June 30, 1960. 
18 LADBS, Building Permit No. LA52638, February 5, 1960. 
19 LADBS, Building Permit No. LA90264, June 8, 1961. 
20 LADBS, Building Permit No. LA27598, April 27, 1971. 
21 LADBS, Building Permit No. LA19773, November 30, 1970. 
22 LADBS, Building Permit No. LA12661, July 23, 1970; and LADBS, Building Permit No. LA21231, January 5, 1971. 
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constructed through the Times Press Building at the second floor. The interior of the remaining 
floors of the Times Press Building was entirely remodeled with new features and finishes except 
for the sub-basement, basement, stairwells, and former lobby, which retain original features and 
finishes.  
 
Building permits for the Times, Plant, and Mirror Buildings were often filed under the address 
associated with the Times Mirror Building; therefore, it is difficult to determine the full extent 
of exterior and interior alterations to the Times Mirror Building using the building permit record. 
There are a few visible alterations to the exterior. These include: the infilling of ground-floor 
window openings on the west façade with concrete; the infilling of an exterior stair to the 
basement originally located along the west façade just to the west of the ground-floor commercial 
tenant space; the removal of Times Mirror Company signage from the third floor of the north 
façade; the replacement of the doors to the ground-floor commercial tenant space within the 
original door openings on the north and west facades; and the fourth-floor terrace along the west 
façade was partially enclosed with a horizontal band of fixed aluminum windows. The interior 
has been altered over time by various tenant improvements, although interior features and 
finishes from 1970-73 remain throughout. 

 

B. Historical Context 

The Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure were determined eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places as contributors to the Times Mirror Square Historic District for their association 
with the Times Mirror Company and the Los Angeles Times. The Times Mirror Building was also 
determined individually eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources for its 
associations with the Times Mirror Company, the Los Angeles Times, and Otis Chandler, who served as 
publisher for the Los Angeles Times between 1960 and 1980.  

History of the Times Mirror Company 

The Times Mirror Company was an American newspaper and print media publisher that grew to include 
television stations. The company had its roots in the Mirror Printing and Binding House and the Los Angeles 
Times newspaper. The Mirror Printing and Job Office was established in 1873 in a small brick building at 
the corner of Temple and New High (now Spring) Streets in Downtown Los Angeles.23 The company 
printed the Weekly Mirror, an advertising sheet. In 1881, the Mirror Printing and Job Office began printing 
the Los Angeles Daily Times, which was published six days per week. Within one year, the paper was 
failing, and the proprietors of The Mirror Printing and Job Office print shop assumed ownership of the 
paper. Harrison Gray Otis (known as General Otis) was brought on as editor of Los Angeles Daily Times 
by a long-time friend who was a silent partner in the paper.  

General Otis, an itinerant military colonel with a printing background, transformed the Daily Times into a 
successful paper. In 1884, on the cusp of a regional land boom, General Otis purchased two-thirds of the 
printing company and its paper while a partner, Colonel H. H. Boyce, purchased a remaining third. The 
new company was incorporated as the Times Mirror Company. Two years later, General Otis purchased 
his partner’s interest in the company as well as the paper. In October 1886, the word “Daily” was removed 
from the title and the paper became the Los Angeles Times. As the company expanded, a new location was 

                                                           
23 Los Angeles City Directory, 1875. 



TIMES MIRROR BUILDING AND PARKING STRUCTURE 
HABS No. CA-2935 

(Page 9) 
 

secured at the northeast corner of W. 1st Street and S. Broadway, across from present-day Times Mirror 
Square. The paper became a true daily in 1887. Record land sales during this period resulted in enormous 
advertising sales for the paper, resulting in large profits for General Otis.  

The long-term success of the Los Angeles Times and Times Mirror Company was a result of the partnership 
between Harrison Gray Otis and Harry Chandler. In Chandler, General Otis found the ideal business partner 
and successor. Chandler had independently established himself in Los Angeles by acquiring full control of 
the circulation route of the Times as well as other local papers by 1885. At the time, circulation routes were 
separate business enterprises from newspapers. Chandler then began working with General Otis to 
undermine competing newspapers. Chandler became the circulation clerk, and was later promoted to 
circulation manager, and then to business manager of the Times. More than business linked General Otis 
and Chandler when Chandler married General Otis’s daughter Marian, the Secretary of the Times Mirror 
Company. The newspaper became a promotional tool for the company, encouraging conservative interests 
and boosting the growth of Southern California in ways that benefited the family’s financial investments.  

General Otis was strongly opposed to labor unions and spent his later years engaged in a fervent campaign 
to curtail the influence of organized labor in Los Angeles. The Times functioned as a platform for the 
Republican Party politics of General Otis and, later, Chandler.24 Candidates favored by the paper were 
actively promoted, while Democratic Party candidates were deliberately ignored. General Otis used his 
political and business connections to interfere with organized labor in other ways, creating business 
associations that denied credit to members that negotiated with unions. Tensions boiled over in 1910 when 
union leaders bombed the offices of the Times in response to the paper’s anti-union agenda. The bombing 
resulted in 21 fatalities and solidified the Times’ conservative stance. In 1911, construction began on a new 
building on the site of the ruined building.  

In 1914, General Otis transferred his controlling interest in the Los Angeles Times to his daughter and son-
in-law; however, General Otis continued to direct the day-to-day operations until his death in 1917.25 Under 
Chandler’s leadership, the Times was still considered a mouthpiece of the Republican Party and big business 
interests in Southern California. Like his father-in-law before him, Chandler used the paper to promote a 
singularly conservative agenda favoring rapid economic growth and opposing unionized labor.26 The 
paper’s top competitors in the 1930s included William Randolph Hearst’s pro-union Los Angeles Examiner, 
an afternoon paper called the Los Angeles Express, and a partisan Democratic paper run by Manchester 
Boddy called the Los Angeles Daily News. The Times won its first Pulitzer Prize in 1942, a Gold Medal for 
Public Service for a first amendment campaign that resulted in the clarification and confirmation of freedom 
of the press. However, the award was not a reflection of quality in journalism.  

Although Chandler was the publisher of the Times, he was first and foremost a businessman. His real estate 
holdings extended from the Baja Peninsula in Mexico to the El Tejon Ranch in northeastern Los Angeles 
County. At one point, these investments made him the largest private landowner in the United States. 
Chandler invested in many residential, commercial, and institutional developments that shaped Los Angeles 
into a prosperous and attractive city for growth. As a real estate investor, he was a partner in syndicates that 
owned and developed much of the San Fernando Valley, the Hollywood Hills, Dana Point, and properties 
along Mulholland Drive in Los Angeles County and Orange County, as well as the Vermejo Park Ranch in 
New Mexico, and the C&M Ranch in Baja, Mexico. Though the Times Mirror Company was not directly 

                                                           
24 Bill Boyarsky, Inventing LA (Santa Monica, CA: Angel City Press, 2009), 50.  
25 Marshall Berges, The Life and Times of Los Angeles (New York, NY: Atheneum, 1984), 33. 
26 David Halberstam, The Powers That Be: Within the Kingdom of the Media (New York, NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1979), 108. 



TIMES MIRROR BUILDING AND PARKING STRUCTURE 
HABS No. CA-2935 

(Page 10) 
 

involved in Chandler’s real estate transactions, the company benefited from the newspaper’s increased 
advertising sales and the rise in circulation as Southern California’s population grew. The financial success 
of the newspaper was leveraged to grow the company. The Times Mirror Company made its first foray into 
diversifying its media holdings in 1922 with the establishment of KHJ, one of the first commercial radio 
stations in Los Angeles County. The station was considered an extension of the Los Angeles Times and its 
offices were located on an upper floor of the Times Building. The station was sold in November 1927.  

Around this time, the company began to outgrow its building at the northeast corner of W. 1st Street and S. 
Broadway. In 1931, Chandler commissioned the prominent architect Gordon B. Kaufmann to design the 
Times Press Building.27 So pleased with this new building, Chandler decided to hire Kaufmann to design 
an entirely new headquarters in 1933. The deal involved selling the building at 1st and Broadway to make 
way for a new train station on the site. A battle erupted over the purchase price for the property, which 
Chandler pursued all the way to the State Supreme Court. He settled for $1.19 million, a large sum in the 
midst of the Great Depression. Although the old building was demolished, eventually a different site was 
selected for the train station.28 The new Times Building was hailed as “A Monument to our City” in the Los 
Angeles Times before it was even completed in 1935.29 Eventually, the Times Mirror Company would 
construct three more buildings and occupy the entire block now known as Times Mirror Square. 

During the 1940s, Chandler maintained his focus on the growth of Southern California and the promotion 
of conservative politics. While he has been described as the builder of the dynasty, during this time Chandler 
concentrated on building the city’s population and industry more than expanding the Los Angeles Times. 
Until the postwar period, the Times remained the company’s only newspaper.  

When Harry Chandler died in 1944, his son Norman took over the roles of publisher of the Los Angeles 
Times and chairman of the Times Mirror Company, leading to an era of diversification and expansion. 
Under Norman’s management, the Times Mirror Company grew to become a media conglomerate. He 
added three new ventures to the company’s holdings in 1948. The Los Angeles Times and CBS joined forces 
in a television project, which ultimately became the station KTTV (Times Television).30 Times Mirror 
purchased Publishers Paper Company and its acres of trees in the Pacific Northwest, securing a supply of 
printing material.31 The third new venture directly targeted the Times’ competition for newspaper 
supremacy in Los Angeles. Norman launched the Los Angeles Mirror, an afternoon paper to compete with 
Hearst’s Herald-Express and Boddy’s Daily News. The strategy worked, at least in part: the Mirror 
absorbed the Daily News in 1952, eliminating one of its biggest competitors. To accommodate this growth, 
Norman had constructed the Mirror Building to house the offices of the Mirror as well as a mail room, 
press room, television offices, rental offices, and equipment storage rooms. He hired Rowland H. Crawford 
to design the new building. 

In the 1950s, Hearst and Norman battled for newspaper dominance in Los Angeles. The Herald-Express, 
though it started as a pro-union force, became increasingly conservative in the 1940s and 1950s and thus 
attracted some of the Times’ readers. In 1962, the Herald-Express became the Herald Examiner, and in a 
surprising move, chose to circulate in the afternoon only, leaving the Los Angeles Times as the city’s only 

                                                           
27 “New Home of Times Mirror Subsidiaries Shown,” Los Angeles Times, January 18, 1931.  
28 Dennis McDougal, Privileged Son: Otis Chandler and the Rise and Fall of the L.A. Times Dynasty (Cambridge, MA: Perseus 
Publishing, 2000), 130. 
29 Gordon B. Kaufmann, “A Monument to our City,” Los Angeles Times, October 17, 1934.  
30 Times Mirror Company bought out CBS in 1950 and sold the station in January 1963. 
31 In the 1980s, Publishers Paper would emerge as the third-largest newsprint producer in the United States, and about 70 percent 
of the newsprint produced by Publishers Paper in the early 1990s was sold to Times Mirror. 
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major morning paper. The Herald Examiner succeeded for a few years, but eventually its circulation 
declined, while the Times’ circulation soared.32 Having won the morning paper battle, the Time Mirror 
Company ceased publication of the Los Angeles Mirror in 1962. 

While Norman’s business savvy made the paper a financial success, the Times was still considered a 
journalistic failure.33 It continued to offer only biased, one-sided news coverage that provoked NBC news 
anchor Chet Huntley to exclaim in 1958 that he would “always read the Los Angeles Times and know that 
I can be reasonably accurate by going 180 degrees in the other direction.”34 Norman attempted to improve 
the quality of the journalism by naming Nick Williams as managing editor. Williams had joined the staff 
in 1931 as a copy editor, and was considered to be a gifted writer.35 While Williams made modest gains in 
providing more balanced reporting, progress was slow as Norman did not increase the budget for more or 
better reporters. As a result, Norman’s significant achievements were in the newspaper and publishing 
business, not journalism.  

Norman’s skills and attention were best suited to the growth of the Times Mirror Company, which 
flourished under his leadership. Though the importance of the Los Angeles Times to the Chandler family 
would not diminish, the newspaper and its parent company were no longer one in the same following 
Norman’s leadership in the 1940s and 1950s. In 1960, Norman stepped down as the publisher of the Times 
and the Mirror to spend more time managing the parent company. He handed the title of publisher to his 
son Otis, who guided the paper’s path to prestige journalism.  

With Otis at the reins of the Los Angeles Times, Norman began a series of major acquisitions for the Times 
Mirror Company that included art, legal, medical, and science book companies and publications throughout 
the United States.36 The purpose of the acquisitions was to reduce the company’s financial dependence on 
the Los Angeles Times.37 To help execute his plans, Norman hired Albert V. Casey, former vice president 
and treasurer of Railway Express, a shipping company that used railroad infrastructure to make mail and 
parcel deliveries.38 Times Mirror went public in 1964, with the Chandlers as the largest stockholders. The 
company expanded further with an entrance into magazine publishing in 1967 with the acquisition of 
Popular Science, Outdoor Life, Golf Magazine, and Ski Magazine. Within twenty years of those 
acquisitions, Times Mirror Magazines, Inc. had more than nine million readers and operated two national 
book clubs with annual sales in excess of two million books. Times Mirror’s other strategic move came in 
1968 when it purchased Co-Axial Systems Engineering Company and its seven cable franchises in Southern 
California.39 

                                                           
32 In the late 1960s, Herald Examiner workers began a strike that would last an entire decade, further signaling the paper’s 
ultimate demise in 1989. 
33 Berges, 73-74. 
34 McDougal, 219. 
35 Williams retained his position when Otis Chandler became the publisher, and the two of them transformed the reputation of the 
paper from mediocrity to excellence; David Shaw, “Nick B. Williams, Former Editor of the Times Dies,” Los Angeles Times, 
July 2, 1992; Berges, 75-77; and Halberstam, 283-86. 
36 These acquisitions included: Jeppesen Sanderson, the world’s leading publisher of air navigation information and flight-
training systems, in 1961; H.M. Goush Company, a producer of travel maps, also in 1961; Matthew Bender & Company, the 
largest publisher of legal forms and treatises in the U.S., in 1963; Year Book Medical Publishers, publishers of medical reference 
books, in 1965; Harry A. Abrams, Inc., the New York-based publisher of art books, in 1966; and C.V. Mosby Company, the 
leading publisher of health and science books, in 1967. The company’s entrance into magazine publishing came in 1967 when it 
acquired Popular Science, Outdoor Life, Golf Magazine, and Ski Magazine.  
37 Margaret Leslie Davis, The Culture Broker: Franklin D. Murphy and the Transformation of Los Angeles (Berkeley, CA: 
University of California Press, 2007), 120.  
38 Casey left Times Mirror in 1974 to become the chief executive officer of American Airlines; and Davis, 121.  
39 McDougal, 230-31. 
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In 1968, Franklin David Murphy succeeded Norman Chandler as the chairman of the company. At this 
time, Times Mirror was only outranked by Time, Inc. and the McGraw Hill Book Company in the world of 
publishing and printing.40 Murphy continued to expand the company with the formation of Times Mirror 
Broadcasting in 1970, which initially comprised KDFW-TV, in Dallas, Texas; KTBC-TV in Austin, Texas; 
KTVI-TV in St. Louis, Missouri; WVTM-TV in Birmingham, Alabama; WHTM-TV in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania; WSTM-TV in Syracuse, New York; and WETM-TV in Elmira, New York. The development 
of Times Mirror Square was completed in 1973 with the construction of the Times Mirror Building and 
Parking Structure.  

The Times Mirror Company kept returning to its newspaper roots, however, for acquisitions that 
strengthened both its editorial clout and revenue base. Between 1977 and 1984, it purchased the Southern 
Connecticut Newspapers Inc.; the Sporting News Publishing Company of St. Louis, Missouri; the Hartford 
Courant of Connecticut, the nation’s oldest continuously published newspaper; the Denver Post, and the 
Call-Chronicle Newspapers, Inc., now The Morning Call, serving a nine-county region in eastern 
Pennsylvania and in New Jersey.41 

In 1984, Times Mirror profits were at an all-time high and the company began a restructuring process that 
ended two years later in a flurry of buying and selling. After 1986, Times Mirror turned its attention to 
capital expenditures, particularly in its newspaper operations, where equipment had to be updated. The 
company launched a five-year $385 million capital investment plan that resulted in moving the printing 
operations from Times Mirror Square to a new facility on Olympic Boulevard. In 1987, David Laventhol 
succeeded Robert Erburu as president of Times Mirror although Erburu continued as chairman and chief 
executive officer of the company.  

By 1990, Times Mirror had become the twelfth largest cable television system operator in the country and 
operated four network television affiliates. It spent $1.5 billion acquiring new businesses throughout the 
1980s: $583 million on newspaper properties; $595 million on book, magazine, and other publishing 
acquisitions; $235 million on cable television systems; and $82 million on broadcast properties. Capital 
expenditures during the decade totaled $2.53 billion–more than half of which was concentrated in its 
newspaper operations. During that same period, revenues grew from $1.87 billion to $3.52 billion.42  

Notwithstanding the capital investments in the 1980s, Times Mirror’s core newspaper segment, which 
continued to account for close to 60 percent of its overall corporate revenues, struggled. After revenues fell 
to a five-year low in 1994, Mark Willes was hired as the new chief executive officer. He began a process 
of downsizing the company by reducing jobs and selling assets. But there was no arguing with the economic 
reality that newspaper circulation was on the decline, while newsprint prices and other costs continued to 
rise. In 2000, the Times Mirror Company was sold to the Tribune Company, making Los Angeles the largest 
city in the country without a locally owned daily newspaper.43 

Otis Chandler 

Otis Chandler (1927-2006) began his tenure as publisher of the Los Angeles Times in 1960 and dramatically 
deviated from family tradition by transforming the newspaper from a right-wing promotional machine to a 
purveyor of serious, unbiased journalism. The son of Dorothy Buffum Chandler and Norman Chandler, 
                                                           
40 Davis, 120.  
41 McDougal, 342-43. 
42 “The Times Mirror Company History,” accessed July 30, 2017, http://www.fundinguniverse.com/company-histories/the-times-
mirror-company-history/. 
43 David Shaw and Sallie Hofmeister, “Time Mirror Agrees to Merger with Tribune,” Los Angeles Times, March 13, 2000. 
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Otis was athletic and competitive, becoming a championship shot-putter at Stanford University. Later, he 
channeled this athleticism into surfing, big-game hunting, and a love of motorcycles and sports cars that 
resulted in several nearly fatal episodes. After marrying Marilyn Brant and serving for two years in the Air 
Force, Otis joined the family business in 1953. His father devised a seven-year training program where Otis 
would work through various divisions of the newspaper in order to learn the business.  

Otis assumed leadership of the Los Angeles Times in 1960 with great ceremony. Norman held a banquet at 
the Biltmore Hotel for 700 leading businesspeople and announced that he was appointing his 32-year-old 
son publisher, effective immediately. As publisher, Otis was free of the pressure to act as a booster for 
Southern California that preoccupied his predecessors. He instituted widespread, unprecedented changes 
that would transform the paper’s negative reputation without hurting its profits. Otis replaced the heads of 
many of the paper’s departments and changed the paper from a voice of Caucasian, right-wing, 
conservatism to true, centrist journalism. One of his first acts as publisher was to expand national coverage 
by opening bureaus in major cities around the world. The Times quickly became one of the leading 
newspapers in the country, not just in terms of readership, which reached 1 million in 1961, but in terms of 
its respect in the press community. Otis shielded the editorial department from the advertising and business 
affairs department, ensuring journalistic integrity.44 

Otis stepped down as publisher in 1980 and assumed a new post as Editor-in-Chief of the Times and 
chairman of the Times Mirror Company from 1980 to 1986. After Otis’ stepped down, a series of editors 
and publishers controlled the Los Angeles Times, but none were members of the Chandler family despite 
its continued financial stake in the company. In 1986, Otis was ousted as the chairman of Times Mirror 
Company. The newspaper reached peak circulation in April 1990, with 1,225,189 daily subscribers and 
1,514,096 Sunday subscribers. By the late 1990s, the paper was, in some ways, returning to its roots by 
emphasizing profit-driven business decisions over journalistic integrity. When Robert Erburu retired as 
publisher in 1996, he was replaced by an outsider with no newspaper experience, a former executive at 
General Mills. In 2000, the descendants of the Chandler family sold the company, and by extension the 
newspaper, to the Chicago-based Tribune Company, ending nearly 120 years of family ownership.  

Otis has been recognized as one of the most important newspaper publishers in the country. He transformed 
the Los Angeles Times into “one of the most respected, widely read and profitable newspapers in the United 
States,” and he accomplished this in a very short period considering the paper’s previous eight decades of 
partisan history.45 During his twenty-year tenure as publisher, the paper won nine Pulitzer Prizes, and 
expanded from two to thirty-four foreign and domestic bureaus. Circulation doubled, and advertising 
revenue was among the largest in the United States.46 The growth of the Times Mirror Company continued 
under the leadership of Otis with the acquisition of East Coast daily newspapers, radio and television 
broadcast stations, and book publishers.  

Part II. Architectural Information 

A. General statement 

1. Architectural character: The Times Press Building originally exhibited characteristics of the Art 
Deco and PWA Moderne styles, such as: an emphasis on verticality; formal symmetry and massing; 

                                                           
44 Boyarksy, 161 
45 Jonathan Kandell, “Otis Chandler, Publisher Who Transformed Los Angeles Times, Dies at 78,” New York Times, February 28, 
2006.  
46 David Shaw and Mitchell Landsberg, “Otis Chandler 1927-2006; A Lion of Journalism,” Los Angeles Times, February 28, 2006. 
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smooth concrete stucco walls with a polished stone base; fluted concrete piers; windows arranged 
between piers in vertical recessed bays; and ornament consisting of medallions and scallops. The 
building, however, was entirely reclad on the exterior when it was incorporated into the design of the 
Times Mirror Building. No historic fabric likely remains extant on the building’s exterior and very 
little historic fabric remains on the interior. 

The Times Mirror Building is an example of the Corporate International Style of architecture. The 
building is composed of a horizontal box-shaped volume cantilevered over box-shaped vertical 
volumes. It is clad in dark granite and metal panels and features horizontal bands of fixed windows 
with flush metal frames. The vertical volumes are arranged to create a deep recess below the horizontal 
volume. This recess wraps the northwest corner of the building and features a landscaped plaza with 
planters at the ground level. An exterior walkway extending along the building’s north and west 
elevations cantilevers over the plaza at the second story. 

The International Style developed in the 1920s and 1930s as a reaction to the decorative and popular 
period revival styles of the day. It began in Europe with architects like Walter Gropius, Mies van der 
Rohe, and Le Corbusier, and spread to the U.S. through immigrants like Richard Neutra and Rudolph 
Schindler. The style evolved with advances in technology and was practiced through the 1970s. In its 
early years, the style was commonly applied to small-scale residences, but as it developed, it became 
a popular aesthetic for low-rise commercial buildings, skyscrapers, corporate office and industrial 
parks, university buildings, and government offices. In postwar America, the socialist-oriented tenets 
of European modernism were adapted by big American companies (themselves a postwar 
phenomenon) into the Corporate International style, with glass, concrete, and steel buildings serving 
as effective marketing and branding tools to convey modernity.  

The Parking Structure was designed in conjunction with the Times Mirror Building, but its design is 
purely functional. The building is composed of a solid, vertical core with open, horizontal parking 
decks. The core is clad in the same granite as the Times Mirror Building and the railings along the 
parking deck walls are made of coated aluminum. There are planters along the west façade. The 
building does not exhibit elements of the Corporate International Style nor of any other styles within 
the Modern movement. 

2. Condition of fabric: The buildings are in good condition. 
 

B. Description of Exterior 

1. Overall dimensions: The Times Mirror Building is irregular in plan with an asymmetrical façade 
that features a series of setbacks and projecting volumes. The ground and second floors are 162’-7” 
wide at the front and rear, and 231’-11-¾” long at the sides, including the ground-floor plaza and 
second-floor walkway. The third and fourth floors are 149’-1” wide at the front, 165’-1” wide at the 
rear, and 199’-1-¾” long at the sides. The fifth floor is 162’-7” wide at the front and rear and 216’-2-
¼” long at the sides. The sixth floor is 147’-7” wide at the front and rear and 195’-1-¾” long at the 
sides. The portion of the building over the fifth floor of the Times Building is 50’ wide at the front and 
rear and 163’-4” wide at the sides. From grade level to the top of the penthouse, the building is 395’-
9” high.  

The heights of each floor vary from floor to floor as well as between the Times Press Building and the 
Times Mirror Building. The ground floor of the Times Mirror Building is 15’-4” tall. The second floor 
is 13’-6” tall, the third floor is 15’ tall, and the fourth floor is 18’ tall. Both the fifth and sixth floors are 
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16’ tall. The ground floor of the Times Press Building is 10’-3” tall and the mezzanine is 9’-9” tall. The 
second and third floors are 13’-6” tall, and the fourth floor is 11’-6” tall.   

The Parking Structure is rectangular in plan with an asymmetrical façade. The building is 165’-3” wide 
at the north and south facades. The building is 255’-4” on the sides. From grade level to the top of the 
elevator penthouse, the building is 362’-5” high. The ground through sixth floors are all generally 10’-
½” high. 

2. Foundations: The Times Press Building, Times Mirror Building, and Parking Structure all have 
reinforced concrete spread foundations. The Times Press Building’s footings are circular while the 
Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure have rectangular footings. 

3. Walls: On the ground through fourth floors of the Times Mirror Building’s street-facing façades, 
vertical volumes are clad in Swedish granite with a flamed finish. Between these vertical volumes on 
the north façade and the northern portion of the west façade, there are horizontal bands of fixed 
aluminum windows with darkly tinted glass and metal panels coated with a dark bronze silicon 
copolymer finish. Between the vertical volumes at the southern portion of the west façade are vertical 
bands of fixed coated aluminum windows. Like the horizontal bands on the lower floors, the fifth and 
sixth floors are clad in fixed aluminum windows and metal panels coated with a dark bronze finish. 

The core of the Parking Structure is also clad in Swedish granite with a flamed finish. On the ground 
floor, there are metal slat screens between granite clad piers. Above the ground floor, the low walls of 
the parking decks are clad in coated aluminum panels with a rust colored finish, except for on the 
second story of the west façade, which have the same dark bronze finish as the panels on the Times 
Mirror Building.  

4. Structural system, framing: The Times Press Building, Times Mirror Building, and Parking 
Structure are all steel and concrete frame structures. 

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, porticoes, bulkheads: The Times Mirror Buildings has two stoops that 
lead to recessed entrances on the ground floor of the west façade. One stoop is located off-center to the 
north and has two narrow steps that lead to a small landing. The second stoop is off-center to the south 
at the shared entrance to the Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure. This stoop has four wide 
steps that lead to a large landing. Both stoops consist of dark clay tile treads and risers and have simple 
metal pipe railings. A third stoop is located at the secondary pedestrian entrance to the Parking 
Structure. This stoop has four narrow steps that lead to a small landing and also has dark clay tile treads 
and risers with a simple metal pipe railing. 

The Times Mirror Building has an exterior walkway on the second story. It extends along the north and 
west façades and through the former Times Press Building to connect to the Parking Structure. It is 
supported by granite-clad columns on the north and west façades up to where it meets the former Times 
Press Building to the south of which it is supported by the building’s structure. The walkway along the 
north and west façades has a low wall clad in dark metal panels and a simple metal railing. Where the 
walkway is partially enclosed by the former Times Press Building, it has metal-and-glass railings within 
three tall openings. To the south of the former Times Press Building, the walkway has a railing with 
coated aluminum panels in a rust-colored finish. The walkway is paved in dark clay tile throughout.  

The Times Mirror Building has two terraces, one at the fourth floor and another at the sixth floor. The 
fourth-floor terrace extends across the length of the former Times Press Building and has a low wall 
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with a metal coping clad in the same materials as the rest of the building below. It has since been 
partially enclosed with a horizontal band of fixed windows in metal frames. The sixth-floor terrace 
wraps around the north, west, and south façades and has a simple metal pipe railing.  

The Parking Structure has open parking decks on the second through sixth stories that feature railings 
with coated aluminum panels in a rust-colored finish. 

7. Openings 

a. Doorways and doors: The primary entrance to the Times Mirror Building is located at the east end 
of the north façade. Fully glazed, paired metal doors with pull handles are deeply recessed beneath 
cantilevered volumes above. The doors are flanked by fully glazed, fixed sidelights and large picture 
windows. Three fully glazed, fixed transom windows are located above. A fire exit with paired metal 
slab doors is perpendicular to the primary entrance. 

A secondary entrance is located on the west façade off-center to the north. This was the original location 
of the main entrance to the Times Press Building, which was altered in 1970-73 to its current 
configuration. Fully glazed, paired metal doors with pull handles are deeply recessed from the face of 
the building and accessed via two steps from grade. A fully glazed transom window is located above. 

There are two entrances to the ground-floor commercial tenant space, one on the north façade located 
off-center to the east and a second on the west façade near the northwest corner of the building. Both 
consist of fully glazed, paired metal doors with pull handles. The entrance on the north façade is set 
within a metal-and-glass curtain wall that extends from the ground to the fourth floors. The entrance 
on the west façade is flanked by picture windows. Three fully glazed, fixed transom windows are 
located above. 

There are two additional entrances to the Times Mirror Building on the second floor that are accessed 
via the exterior walkway. One is located toward the east end of the north façade and the other is located 
off-center to the north on the west façade. Both consist of fully glazed, paired metal doors with pull 
handles. The second-floor entrance on the north façade is flanked by fully glazed, fixed sidelights and 
large picture windows. Three fully glazed, fixed transom windows are located above. The second-floor 
entrance on the west façade is flanked by fully glazed sidelights. A transom window is located above.  

The Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure share an entrance, which serves as the primary 
pedestrian entrance to the Parking Structure. It is located at the juncture of the two buildings on the 
west façade at the base of a circulation tower. Fully glazed, paired metal doors with pull handles are 
deeply recessed on the face of the building. This entrance is flanked by picture windows. Three fully 
glazed, fixed transom windows are located above. To the south of the primary entrance is a secondary 
entrance to the Parking Structure that consists of paired metal doors that match the surrounding metal 
screen. There is a third entrance to the Parking Structure on the south facade at the base of a circulation 
tower. It consists of a single metal slab door. 

There are two vehicular entrances to the Parking Structure, one is located off-center to the north on the 
west façade and the other is located toward the east side of the south façade. There is also a vehicular 
exit located off-center to the south on the west façade. All are rectangular openings with sliding metal 
security gates. 

b. Windows and shutters: The windows on the Times Mirror Building consist of horizontal bands of 
single-light fixed window sash with darkly tinted glass set in aluminum frames. The majority are 
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bordered by horizontal bands of metal panels above and/or below. Vertical bands of single-light 
windows set in aluminum frames are located on the west façade within openings extending from the 
third and fourth floors of the former Times Press Building. The Parking Structure does not have 
windows.  

8. Roof 

a. Shape, covering: The Times Mirror Building has a flat roof and has a raised parapet with metal 
coping. It is covered with composition roll material. The Parking Structure has a generally flat roof 
covered in concrete and is bordered by the same metal railing as the lower floors.  

c. Dormers, cupolas, towers: The Times Mirror Building has a pyramid-shaped skylight located 
roughly at the center of the roof. The skylight is aluminum and glass with thick vertical muntins and 
thin horizontal muntins dividing the glass into a geometric pattern.  

A circulation tower connecting the Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure is recessed on the west 
façade. The tower extends from the ground floor to above the roofline. It is clad in granite and has a 
flat roof with metal coping. The Parking Structure also has a second circulation tower at the southeast 
corner that extends from the ground floor to above the roofline. It too is clad in granite and has a flat 
roof with metal coping. 

There are two mechanical penthouses on the roof of the Times Mirror Building and one on the roof of 
the Parking Structure that house elevator machinery. On the Times Mirror Building, one bulkhead is 
adjacent to the north façade’s parapet off-center to the east, while the second is located to the southeast. 
Both have flat roofs and are clad in concrete stucco. On the Parking Structure, the mechanical penthouse 
is located near the center of the roof and is clad in metal siding.  

C. Description of Interior 

1. Floor plans: The Times Mirror Building has six floors above street level and two subterranean floors. 
The first through fourth floors abut the west exterior wall of the Times Building to the east and extend 
to the west boundary of the parcel. Spaces and corridors on these floors are independently organized 
within either the 1973 addition or the former Times Press Building to either side of the Times Press 
Building’s original north exterior wall. The second through fourth floors of the Times Press Building 
are located approximately five feet higher than the 1973 addition; therefore, a stair connects the two on 
these floors in order to accommodate the change in floor height. The fifth and sixth floors of the Times 
Mirror Building cantilever out over the fourth floor of the Times Building. These floors extend from 
the west exterior wall of the Times Building’s tower to the western boundary of the parcel. 

Circulation primarily consists of a bank of three passenger elevators located near the northeast corner 
of the building. Elevator lobbies are stacked on the sub-basement through the sixth floors. Two freight 
elevators are located near the southeast corner of the 1973 addition and one freight elevator is located 
at the southeast corner of the former Times Press Building. Freight elevator lobbies are stacked on the 
sub-basement through the sixth floors. A fourth freight elevator is located on the east wall of the Times 
Press Building that only services the first through third floors. Two stairways extend from the sub-
basement to the sixth floor. One is located near the northeast corner of the 1973 addition and the other 
near the southwest corner of the 1973 addition abutting the west exterior wall. Two stairways extend 
from the sub-basement to the third floor of the Times Press Building, one is located at the center of the 
south wall and the other at the east end at the east exterior wall. The Times Mirror Building can also be 
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accessed via a bank of two elevators located in the circulation tower at the northwest corner of the 
Parking Structure. Additionally, each floor of the Times Mirror Building is internally connected to 
either or both the Times Building and Plant Building. 

The ground-floor elevator lobby is accessed via the main entrance on W. 1st Street. It is a long 
rectangular room with three elevator door openings located at the west end of the south wall. The only 
space on the ground-floor branching off the elevator lobby is the commercial tenant space that occupies 
the remaining ground-floor area of the 1973 addition. It was formerly the location of a Crocker National 
Bank branch and later a Bank of America branch. The retail area is located at the north end of the space, 
and the back-of-house spaces, including the bank vault, are located at the south end of the space. The 
retail area is a large double-height space with a floor area regularly punctuated by granite-clad columns. 
Offices on the second-floor of the 1973 addition cantilever out over the south end of retail space. 
Beneath the second-floor offices are bank teller counters that run in an east-west direction. At the 
northwest corner of the retail area is a double-height conference room partitioned by the granite-clad 
vertical volume at the northeast corner of the building’s exterior. 

To the south of the ground-floor commercial tenant space is the former Times Press Building. The 
original lobby of the Times Press Building is located at the northwest corner and is accessed via an 
entrance on S. Broadway. An original passenger elevator with access to the sub-basement through third 
floors is located at the northeast corner of the lobby. Branching off the original Times Press Building 
lobby are partitioned office spaces at the west end and partitioned service and mechanical spaces at the 
east end, which originally served the Times Mirror Company and the Los Angeles Times. The office 
spaces at the west end are organized around a central irregularly shaped corridor. The service spaces at 
the east end are double-loaded off a T-shaped corridor, which connects to what was originally the paper 
delivery area at the north end of the ground-floor of the Parking Structure. Restrooms are located in the 
back-of-house area of the ground-floor commercial tenant space and at the southwest corner of the 
Times Press Building. 

On the second floor, a north-south corridor connects the 1973 addition to the Times Press Building and 
extends the length of the two buildings. The corridor also connects to the exterior second-floor exterior 
walkway at the north end. Partitioned offices in the 1973 addition are organized around an east-west 
corridor to the south and southeast of the second-floor elevator lobby. The east-west corridor connects 
to the second-floor exterior walkway at the west end. Partitioned offices in the Times Press Building 
are generally organized around a Z-shaped corridor. Restrooms and mechanical spaces are located 
along the length of the east exterior wall of the Times Mirror Building. There are additional restrooms 
located at the southeast corner of the Times Press Building. 

Like the second floor, a north-south corridor on the third floor connects the 1973 addition to the Times 
Press Building, extending the length of the buildings. In the 1973 addition, partitioned offices to the 
east of the third-floor elevator lobby are organized around four east-west corridors and two north-south 
corridors. At the west end of the 1973 addition is a conference room partitioned by the granite-clad 
vertical volume at the northeast corner of the building’s exterior. A conference room at the east end 
cantilevers out over the plaza on the ground floor. Branching off to the west of the primary north-south 
corridor, the third floor of the Times Press Building is generally open with offices partitioned along the 
east and south exterior walls. Restrooms and mechanical spaces are also located along the length of the 
east exterior wall of the Times Mirror Building. There are additional restrooms located at the southeast 
corner of the Times Press Building. 
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On the fourth floor, the north-south corridor that connects the 1973 addition to the Times Press Building 
only extends the length of the 1973 addition. The fourth floor of the 1973 addition is organized into 
two tenant spaces. One is located to the west of the fourth-floor elevator lobby. It has a central open 
space with offices partitioned around the perimeter. Stacked above the ground-floor and third-floor 
conference rooms, a fourth-floor conference room is partitioned by the granite-clad vertical volume at 
the northeast corner of the building’s exterior. A second tenant space is located to the south of the 
elevator lobby. It also has offices organized around a central open space. A kitchen is stacked over the 
third-floor conference room that cantilevers out over the east end of the plaza. The fourth-floor of the 
Times Press Building is primarily open office space with offices partitioned along the north, south, and 
east walls. At the east end is a terrace that extends the width of the Times Press Building. It has been 
partially enclosed by non-original infill. Restrooms are located on the east wall of the 1973 addition 
and in the southwest corner of the Times Press Building. 

The fifth floor is organized around an O-shaped corridor with partitioned offices and tenant spaces 
branching off to either side. At the east and south ends are tenant spaces with offices double-loaded off 
a central L-shaped corridor. At the center of the fifth floor is a tenant space organized with offices 
partitioned along the perimeter of an open space. An east-west corridor branches off the center O-
shaped corridor and leads to additional partitioned office spaces at the west end of the fifth floor. 
Restrooms are located at the northeast and southwest corners of the O-shaped corridor.  

The sixth floor is organized around an O-shaped corridor with a central atrium at the center and offices 
and conference rooms partitioned along the perimeter. The atrium at the center is located beneath the 
pyramidal skylight. Former executive offices are located at the perimeter of the atrium. The Times 
Mirror Company board room, reception room, and private dining rooms are located at the south end of 
the sixth floor. These rooms are interconnected and accessed via an entrance at the south end of the 
atrium. At the northwest corner of the sixth floor is the executive office that belonged to Otis Chandler. 
All the executive offices on the sixth floor originally featured a private bathroom with a shower; 
however, Chandler’s former office appears to be the only office remaining with a private bathroom. An 
east-west corridor branches off the center O-shaped corridor. It leads to the Times Building, terminating 
at the sixth-floor addition on the Times Building’s east wing that was constructed in 1965 and designed 
by William L. Pereira & Associates. Located off the east-west corridor is the executive dining room 
and kitchen.47 Restrooms are located at the northeast and southwest corners of the O-shaped corridor. 

The basement of the 1973 addition is organized around two east-west and north-south corridors at the 
east end of the floor with utility and mechanical spaces partitioned along the perimeter. The west end 
is a large, open utility space. Mechanical and utility spaces on the sub-basement floor of the 1973 are 
organized around a double-loaded O-shaped corridor. The Times Mirror Company presses were 
originally located in the sub-basement of the Times Press Building. It is a double-height space with a 
mezzanine level located along the east, west, and south walls. The center of the sub-basement is open. 
Partitioned rooms along the north, south, and west walls were used to house equipment for the printing 
presses. The mezzanine is open to the sub-basement with partitioned rooms along the perimeter.  

The Parking Structure has six floors above street level and one subterranean level. Pedestrian 
circulation consists of two elevator banks each with two elevators, one bank at the northwest corner 

                                                           
47 The executive dining room was commonly referred to as the Picasso Room because it is where the Chandlers used to display 
Picasso lithographs. Thomas Curwen, “For a Brief, Shining Moment, Times Mirror Square was L.A.’s Camelot,” Los Angeles 
Times, July 20, 2018. 
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within the circulation tower and the other bank near the southeast corner. Both elevator banks have 
stacked elevator lobbies on every floor. The elevator lobbies on the fourth through sixth floor are 
connected to the Times Mirror Building to the north. Automobile circulation consists of ramps on the 
first through fifth floors that lead to the sixth-floor roof. Two stairways also extend from the first floor 
to the roof, one stair is located at the northwest corner and the other is located at the southeast corner.  

The north end of the ground floor of the Parking Structure was originally used as the paper delivery 
area for the Times Mirror Company and the Los Angeles Times. It is an open, double-height space with 
partitioned storage and utility rooms adjacent to the south exterior wall of the Times Mirror Building. 
The south end of the ground floor and second floor as well as the third through fourth floors are 
primarily open space used for parking. The basement is partitioned into storage and mechanical rooms. 

2. Stairways: There are four stairways within the Times Mirror Building. Two are located within the 
1973 addition, one at the east end at the north exterior wall and one at the west end at the west exterior 
wall. Both extend from the sub-basement to the roof. The east stairway consists of concrete treads and 
risers with a metal handrail. The west stairway consists of carpeted treads and risers with a metal-and-
glass handrail. The other two stairways are located within the former Times Press Building, one at the 
east end at the east exterior wall and one near the center of the floor plate at the south exterior wall. 
These stairways extend from the sub-basement to the third floor and consist of concrete treads and 
risers with a concrete railing and wood handrail. Additionally, there are stairways that extend from the 
first floor to the mezzanine in the Times Press Building and consist of carpeted treads and risers with a 
metal handrail. There are also short flights of stairs on the second through fourth floors between the 
Times Press Building and the 1973 addition to accommodate the change in floor height. These have 
vinyl treads and risers with metal handrails.  

There are two stairways in the Parking Structure, one within the circulation tower and one at the 
southeast corner. Both extend from the ground floor to the roof. There are stairways to the basement at 
the center of the west exterior wall and at the southwest corner. Additionally, there are short flights of 
stairs at the first through fifth floors. These are located near the southeast corner of the building and 
accommodate a change in floor height between the parking deck and the elevator lobbies. All consist 
of concrete treads and risers with a metal handrail. 

The majority of the stairways within the Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure are strictly 
utilitarian and do not exhibit ornamental features. The only stairway that exhibits notable features is 
the west stairway within the Times Mirror Building. This stairway has carpeted treads and risers with 
a Swedish granite wall string. A half-height glass railing with aluminum posts is capped with a thick 
aluminum handrail. A matching aluminum handrail is attached to the wall. The walls at the landings 
are clad in the same Swedish granite as the building’s exterior.  

3. Flooring: Flooring varies throughout the Times Mirror Building. There is Swedish granite flooring 
in the ground-floor elevator lobby, ground-floor commercial tenant space, and sixth-floor elevator 
lobby. The sixth-floor features polished brick paving in the central atrium and brick paving bordering 
carpet throughout. The Times Mirror Company board room is carpeted and features the Times Mirror 
logo at the center of the room. The basement levels of the former Times Press Building have end grain 
wood block flooring. Flooring in the remaining spaces typically consists of either concrete, vinyl, tile, 
or carpet. 
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Flooring in the first and sixth-floor elevator lobbies of the circulation tower are Swedish granite and 
carpet on the second through fifth floors. The remaining flooring throughout the Parking Structure is 
concrete with a smooth finish. 

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Walls throughout the Times Mirror Building are primarily smooth drywall, 
while the ceilings are primarily acoustical tile. The walls of the ground-floor elevator lobby, sixth-floor 
elevator lobby, and sixth-floor atrium are clad in Swedish granite. The columns within the ground-floor 
commercial tenant space are also clad in Swedish granite. On the sixth floor, the walls within the 
partitioned offices and conference rooms are either wood veneer or covered with a cloth wall covering. 
The columns within the sixth-floor executive dining room are clad in a chrome-plated metal. Office 
partitions throughout are generally fully glazed with aluminum frames, some with chrome plating. The 
walls and ceiling in the basement and sub-basement are concrete.  

The walls and ceilings throughout the Parking Structure are primarily concrete. The walls in the elevator 
lobbies on the first and sixth floors of the circulation tower are clad in Swedish granite, while the 
remaining walls on the second through fifth floors are drywall. The ceilings throughout the circulation 
tower are acoustical tile.  

5. Openings 

a. Doorways and doors: Doors within the Times Mirror Building are generally non-original and 
consist of either metal slab doors within metal frames or hollow core wood doors within metal frames. 
However, original doorways and doors remain throughout. Original fire doors to stairways in the Times 
Mirror Building are metal with a dark bronze finish and vertical striping. Original office doors on the 
second through sixth floors are solid core wood doors that extend the full floor height, often within a 
chrome-plated metal frame. On the sixth floor, the original doors to the Times Mirror Company board 
room remain and consist of paired frameless-glass doors with the Times Mirror Company logo etched 
into the glazing.  There are no remaining interior doors and frames dating from 1931 within the Times 
Press Building, although some original door openings remain. Doors within the Parking Structure 
generally consists of metal slab doors within metal frames. 

b. Windows: The aluminum-frame windows are visible throughout the interior of the Times Mirror 
Building and on the circulation tower of the Parking Structure. There is no trim, window dressing, or 
surface finish. 

6. Decorative features and trim: Decorative features within the Times Mirror Building include a 
bronze sculpture in the ground-floor lobby, a granite fountain in the sixth-floor atrium, and a tiered 
planter clad in polished ceramic tile in the sixth-floor atrium. Trim throughout the Times Mirror 
Building typically consists of vinyl or chrome-plated metal baseboards. Offices and conference rooms 
with wood veneer walls have matching wood trim.  

7. Hardware: The building has original hardware on the remaining original doors, primarily located in 
the office corridors. These generally consists of bronze doorknobs or chrome-plated vertical pull 
handles. Other door hardware includes accessible metal lever handles, metal door knobs, and metal 
push bars. The windows are fixed throughout both the Times Mirror Building and the circulation tower 
at the Parking Structure.  
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8. Mechanical equipment 

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: The Times Press Building was noted as one of the first 
printing buildings to be constructed with a central HVAC system in the United States; however, original 
air conditioning equipment has since been removed throughout.48 Present systems are forced-air heat 
and central air conditioning with equipment located in the basements, sub-basements, and roofs of the 
Times Mirror Building and Parking Structure. 

b. Lighting: Original lighting throughout the Times Mirror Building generally consists of square or 
rectangular recessed fluorescent lighting with a chrome-plated metal diffuser. The diffuser has been 
removed at select locations and replaced with a plastic cover. Recessed can lights are also located in 
select spaces throughout. The basement and sub-basement of the Times Mirror Building and all floors 
of the Parking Structure generally have hanging fluorescent light fixtures.  

The ground-floor elevator lobby in the Times Mirror Building features a dropped soffit box with 
recessed can lights along the center and recessed lighting with metal diffusers along the edges. The 
ground-floor commercial tenant space features fluorescent lighting covered by a metal diffuser that 
extends over the entire ceiling area beneath the cantilevered second-floor offices. The executive dining 
room on the sixth-floor features chrome-plated cylinder light fixtures. In the sixth-floor women’s 
lounge, there is one pendant light fixture and two wall sconces that feature a star-burst pattern rendered 
in glass tubes. The circular light fixture in the Times Mirror Company board room on the sixth floor is 
not original.  

c. Plumbing: There two men’s and two women’s restrooms located on the first through sixth floors. 
Originally, all the executive offices on the sixth floor had private bathrooms with showers. Only the 
private bathroom in Otis Chandler’s former office remains. There are two men’s and one women’s 
restroom located on the basement level. There is also a men’s shower room located on this floor. There 
is one men’s restroom and one women’s restroom located on the sub-basement floor. Plumbing fixtures 
throughout are purely utilitarian and have no ornament or unique design. All toilets and urinals are 
porcelain. Most are manual flush, although some have been upgraded with an automatic flush. 
Restrooms have either a row of wall-mounted porcelain sinks or a row of sinks mounted on a 
countertop.  

d. Elevators: There is one passenger elevator and two freight elevators in the Times Press Building. 
The passenger elevator and one of the freight elevators service the sub-basement through third floors 
and are likely original to the 1931 building. The second freight elevator located in the southeast corner 
services the sub-basement through sixth floors and was likely installed in 1970-73 when the Times 
Mirror Building was constructed. All three elevator cabs have sliding metal doors and metal floors, 
walls, and ceilings.  

There are three passenger elevators in the Times Mirror Building. On each floor, all three have a pair 
of sliding metal doors with a bronze finish and vertical striping. The doors on the second through fifth 
floors also have chrome-plated metal frames. The elevator cabs have Swedish granite flooring, metal 
panel walls, and metal ceilings. There are also two freight elevators in the Times Mirror Building. Both 
have sliding metal doors and metal floors, walls, and ceilings.  

                                                           
48 “Physicist Inspects New Plant,” Los Angeles Times, August 2, 1931. 
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There are four passenger elevators in the Parking Structure, two in the circulation tower and two near 
the southeast corner. The two elevators in the circulation tower generally have sliding metal doors, 
except for on the first and sixth floors which have sliding metal doors with a bronze finish and vertical 
striping. The elevator cabs have Swedish granite flooring, metal panel walls with a faux wood finish, 
and metal ceilings. The remaining two passenger elevations have sliding metal doors and ceramic tile 
flooring, metal panel walls, and metal ceilings. 

D. Site 

1. Historic landscape design: The original landscape design generally remains extant. It consists of a 
plaza paved in polished ceramic tile bordered by planters that are also clad in the same ceramic tile. 
The plaza is located at the building’s setback along the north and west elevations. The planters are 
located beneath the columns supporting the second-floor exterior walkway. They were originally 
planted with various small plantings that have likely since been replaced with the existing plants. The 
sidewalks adjacent to the plaza are also paved in polished ceramic tile. Street trees are regularly placed 
along the sidewalks on S. Broadway and W. 1st Street. 

Planters clad in ceramic tile are located along the ground floor of the Parking Structure’s west elevation. 
There are also large concrete planters regularly located on the sixth-floor terrace that were originally 
planted with trees. The majority of these trees have since been removed.  
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Part IV. Appendix 
 

 
Figure 1: Location map of Times Mirror Square. Base image courtesy of USGS. 


