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The ornamentation at the cornice lines and on the front porch was 
changed during some of these alterations. The only record of a build­
ing perrilit issued for the house is one dating from 12 July 1889 and 
there is no indication of what construction work was done at that time. 
Surface evidence indicates that the kitchen and library wings were 
added at different times. To the south of the house and connected 
to it by a breezeway is a small, brick, gable roofed, care-takers 
cottage which was added after the death of Fredrick Douglass between 
1917 - 1920. 

At the time of transfer of the deed of the ~"'redrick Douglass Home to 
the National Park Service a complete set of interior and exterior 
photographs was taken to show both the condition of the house and the 
contents at that time. There had been little change to the house fabric 
at the time of these photos in 1964. Also included in this set of 
photographs are duplicates of old photographs located on the premises. 

References: 
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The second floor has one large bedroom over the sm.all section of the 
original house, behind this is another bedroom connected by a wide 
doorway and located over the library wing. Across the center stair 
hall from these is a series of three bedrooms in the original portion 
of the house. Behind these and over the kitchen wing is another bed­
room, a later bathroom and a large hall. This hall is connected to 
the kitchen below by the above mentioned stairway. 

The third floor has four finished attic rooms and a closet. All are 
small and have sloped ceilings. 

The main stairway in the center hall has a straight run from the first 
floor to the second and an L-shaped run from the second floor to the 
third. In the kitchen wing the utility stair running from the kitchen 
on the first floor to the second floor is a straight run. There are 
two basement stairways, an exterior one on the west side of the house 
and an interior one from the kitchen in a straight run underneath the 
kitchen stair to the second floor. 

The floors in the Fredrick Douglass Home are of wood board ranging in 
width from three to five inches. In most cases these have been painted. 
There are indications that some portions of the first floor had wall to 
wall fabric floor coverings. 

Most interior doors are four panels ·with simple molding on the panels, 
the panels being two over two. Doors and windows have an Italian-type 
of molding. 

The house has a vsxiety of late 19th Century hardware and a collection 
of early 2oth Century lighting fixtures. 

The heating system is of the gravity flow hot air ty:pe. There is evidence 
of the use of stoves in some places for heat on the second floor and in the 
kitchen wing. The two primary, or front rooms, on the first floor are 
equipped with matching fireplaces. These are black polished stone and 
slate and are of low proportions. The fire openings are semi-circular 
arches with carved moulding. The shelf above is gently curved and reverse 
from above. The dining room has a varnished walrmt fireplace that might 
best be described as Victorian in design. This mantel has a mirror and 
shelves as well as carvings for ornamentation. The pattern of carving 
on the mantel is non-symmetrical with ribbons, stars and some nested 
circular grooves. The hearth is small ceramic tiles. The over-mantel 
contains the shelf and mirror with a flat broken pediment above. On 
either side of the fireplace are columns running from the base up to the 
shelf' on the top of the overm.antel. The mirror has one large center 
panel ·with two smaller side panels. Small shelves hang at the junctures 
of these mirrors. 





Addendum to 
Frederick Douglass House (Cedar Hill, 

John Van Hook House) 
1411 W Street, SE 
Washington 
District of Columbia 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
National Park Service 

Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

HA:BS No. DC-97 



ADDENDUM TO HABS No. DC-97 
FREDERICK DOUGLASS HOUSE 
(CEDAR HILL) 
(JOHN VAN HOOK HOUSE) 
1411 W Street, SE 
Washington 
District of Columbia 

XEROGRAPHIC COPIES OF COLOR TRANSPARENCIES 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
National Park Service 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20013 



ADDENDUM 
FREDERICK DOUGLASS HOUSE 
(Cedar Hill) 
(John Van Hook House) 
1411 W Street, SE 
Washington 
District of Columbia 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
National Park Service 

U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

HABS No. DC-97 
I' 

i I 

\) ! 


	0457_001
	0458_001
	0459_001
	0461_001
	0463_001

