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Location: 

1900 Gallaudet St. NE Washington, DC 20002 (intersection of Gallaudet Street and Central 
Place) 

The coordinates for the Alexander Crummell School  are 76.9863 W and 38.9138 N, and 

they were obtained through Google Maps in September 2014 with, it is assumed, NAD 

1983. There is no restriction on the release of the locational data to the public. 

Significance: 

The 1911 Alexander Crummell School is significant as a monument to Alexander 
Crummell, a prominent nineteenth century African American abolitionist; as an early 
example of public school architecture in Washington, D.C.; and as the center of community 
life for the small, African American neighborhood of Ivy City. 

Description: 

The Alexander Crummell School is a two-story red brick building, square in plan. It 
has a high English basement and a full attic with a steeply pitched standing seam metal 
roof. Each elevation is bilaterally symmetrical, with a central pavilion flanked by single 
classroom bays. Entrances are located in the northeast and southeast central pavilions, the 
former an entrance for girls and the latter for boys; the letters “GIRLS” and “BOYS” are 
etched in the southeast and northeast portico friezes.  

As of 2014, classroom windows are boarded, but when constructed they were 9/9 
light double hung wood sash, arranged in broad banks in groups of three and four. Below 
the building’s metal cornice is a decorative frieze of red brick, red tile, and grey stucco. 
Stone blocks are also decoratively placed at equal distances in the brick spandrel panels at 
the base of the first and second story windows. 

The existing floor plan has a long central hall and four corner classrooms on each 
floor. Originally, each classroom had two bays of windows and a cloakroom. Offices and 
maintenance rooms were located next to a central space between classrooms. Boys and 
girls had separate play spaces in the basement.1 

 

 
                                                           
1 This information is drawn from the Alexander Crummell School National Register of Historic Places 
nomination form. See Tanya Edwards Beauchamp, “The Alexander Crummell School,” National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form, 2003. 
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History: 

Constructed in 1911, the Alexander Crummell School replaced the 1896 wood frame 
Ivy City School and opened at the intersection of Central Avenue and Gallaudet Street, 
north of the existing residential grid of Ivy City. It was named to honor Alexander 
Crummell, a prominent nineteenth century African American abolitionist who preached 
self-help, education and social change. Crummell was the founder and pastor of St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, Washington’s first independent black Episcopal church, near Logan 
Circle. The school was one of the first buildings designed by the city’ municipal architect 
Snowden Ashford, who was appointed in 1909. Ashford designed the two-story building to 
fit within the eight-room neighborhood school plan developed by the Office of the Building 
Inspector, but he added distinctive brickwork and stone, tile, and stucco detail. Allen T. 
Howlson led the construction. The entire project cost $74,987.00, including $3,000.00  for 
the land. 

 
Like all schools in Washington DC at the time, Crummell was a segregated school 

and was designated “colored.” Also like Washington schools designed in the early twentieth 
century, it had separate entrances for girls and boys. Ashford designed the school to be 
extended when needed, and the initial plans include an upper rear story, which was added 
in 1932. The Crummell School became the central community gathering place and focus of 
Ivy City, a close-knit, working class, African American neighborhood surrounded by 
industrial warehouses, the Ivy City rail yard across New York Avenue. In 1911, the same 
year the school was completed, Ivy City residents formed the Ivy City Citizens Association 
to support the school and lobby the Board of Education for improvements. Until 
desegregation in 1954, Crummell served the children of Ivy City and the African American 
children of the nearby Trinidad neighborhood.  

 
Crime, unemployment, and drugs began to plague Ivy City in the 1970s, and the last 

class graduated from the Crummell School in 1972, although the school remained open 
until 1977 as a community space with services including a recreation center, senior center, 
and day care center. Since its closing, community members have tried to reopen the school, 
which many feel is the heart and soul of Ivy City. In 2003, Crummell School alumni 
successfully got the school designated as a DC historic landmark and added to the National 
Register of Historic Places. However, as of 2014, the school remains boarded up and vacant. 

 
Sources: 

Beauchamp, Tanya Edwards. “The Alexander Crummell School.” National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form. 2003. 

“Crummell School: Heart and Soul of the Community.” YouTube video. 14:45. Posted by 
“Empower DC.” 19 November 2011. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AU4GBfozny0.  

Ivy City Neighborhood Oral History Project. 2004-2007. Interviews with Ivy City residents. 
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