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PU'UKOHOLA HEIAU 
 

HALS No. HI-4 
 
 
Location: 62-3601 Kawaihae Road, Pu'ukohola Heiau National Historic Site, 

Kawaihae vicinity, Hawaii County, Hawaii 
 
 Pu'ukohola Heiau is located at latitude: 20.027285, longitude:  
 -155.821541.  The coordinate represents the structure’s southwest 

corner.  This coordinate was obtained on September 11, 2012, using 
Google Earth.  The coordinate’s datum is WGS84.  The Pu'ukohola 
Heiau location has no restriction on its release to the public.  

 
Present Owner: National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior 
 
Present Use: Stabilized as a cultural heritage site 
 
Significance: Heiau were important structures on the Hawaiian landscape, because 

they served as temples for offerings and sacrifices to the gods.  
Pu'ukohola Heiau is a significant example of a type of heiau known as 
the “luakini” class, which was dedicated to war.  It is also significant 
for its association with Kamehameha I, who built this heiau to help his 
pursuit of unification of the Hawaiian Islands. 

 
Historian: Justine Christianson, Heritage Documentation Programs, 2014 
 
Project Information: Pu'ukohola Heiau was documented by the Heritage Documentation 

Programs of the National Park Service, Richard O’Connor, Chief, as 
part of the Pu'ukohola Heiau National Historic Site Recording Project.  
Pu'ukohola Heiau National Historic Site was documented using 
emergency funding established after a 2006 earthquake damaged 
several structures in the park.  Pu'ukohola and Mailekini heiau and the 
John Young Homestead site were documented before and after the 
restoration work.  Pu'ukohola Heiau National Historic Site, Daniel 
Kawaiaea, Superintendent, sponsored the project, and Adam Johnson, 
Park Archeologist, coordinated the work.  The recording team 
included Todd Croteau, Project Leader, and Dana Lockett, Lora 
Cunningham, and Ryan Pierce, Architects.  Todd Croteau produced 
the large-format photography.  Laura Carter Schuster, Chief of 
Cultural Resources, Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, provided project 
coordination. 
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 For related documentation see: 
 Mailekini Heiau    HALS No. HI-5 
 Kikiako'i     HALS No. HI-16 
 Pu'ukohola Heiau National Historic Site HALS No. HI-17 
 John Young Homestead   HABS No. HI-539 
 
 
PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 
 
A. Physical History 
 
1.  Date of establishment:   

 Antiquarian Thomas G. Thrum dates the heiau construction to ca. 1580, with a rebuild 
taking place ca. 1791 under the direction of Kamehameha I.  Thrum’s date is based on 
historical accounts that Lono-i-ka-makahiki (1565-1595) consecrated the heiau in thanks 
for war victories that helped him restore order to the island.  However, the heiau is more 
commonly dated to ca. 1791 and attributed to Kamehameha I, who had it built as part of 
his efforts to unite the Hawaiian Islands and consolidate his power.1 

 
2.  Builder:  

The builders of the heiau are not known.  Abraham Fornander, a Swedish sailor who 
deserted his ship and later became a citizen of the Kingdom of Hawaii in 1847, reported 
talking to someone who had actually helped carry stones for the construction.  The 
informant evidently stated that “thousands of people” had worked on the heiau.2 

 
3.  Original and subsequent owners and occupants:   

Prior to the mid-nineteenth century, Hawaiian land belonged to the highest chief or king.  
The whole island was the mokupuni, which would be divided into wedge-shaped pieces 
called moku.  These moku would then be divided into ahupua'a, which were ruled by an 
ali'i (chief) and managed by a konohiki (headman).  Finally, the ahupua'a could be further 
divided into 'ili'aina, or estates.  The ahupua'a was viewed as a “self-sufficient economic 
unit, cross-cutting the concentric ecological zones of an island.”3  The ideal ahupua'a 
began in the mountains and extended down towards the coast so that it encompassed a 
variety of natural resources.  An ahupua'a needed to contain land in the uplands, which 
would provide the wood and plants like koa and maile vines for building, in the plains for 
agriculture, and along the shoreline for maritime resources and ocean access.  The size of 
the ahupua'a varied depending on the availability of resources, and the boundaries were 
typically those of the watershed. 

                                                      
1 Thomas G. Thrum, “Tales from the Temples, Part 2,” in Hawaiian Almanac and Annual for 1908 (Honolulu: 
Thos. G. Thrum, 1907), 66-67. 
2 Abraham Fornander, An Account of the Polynesian Race: Its Origins and Migrations, Volume 2 (London: 
Trubner & Co., 1880), 328. 
3 Patrick Vinton Kirch, A Shark Going Inland Is My Chief: The Island Civilization of Ancient Hawai’i 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2012), 140. 
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Kamehameha I, who became ruler of all the Hawaiian Islands in 1791 (except for Kauai), 
granted an ahupua'a called Kawaihae Hikina (also referred to as Kawaihae 2), which 
included Pu'ukohola Heiau, to John Young for his invaluable service.  After Young’s 
death in 1835, his son, Keoni Ana (also called John Young, Jr.) inherited the entire 
ahupua'a.  Two land reform programs, the Great Mahele of 1848 and the Land 
Commission Awards of 1846-1855, resulted in the division of Young’s substantial 
landholdings.  Keoni Ana died in 1857, and his niece Emma Kaleleonālani (who was 
married to Kamehameha IV and known as Queen Emma) inherited one third of his 
landholdings, including the ahupua'a of Kawaihae Hikina.  With Queen Emma’s death in 
1885, one half of her estate was left to the Queen’s Hospital, established in 1860 to 
provide much needed medical care to Hawaiians, and the other half, including Kawaihae 
Hikina, went to Prince Albert K. Kunuiakea, her cousin.  Kunuiakea’s death in 1903 
resulted in the transfer of Kawaihae Hikina to the Queen’s Hospital.  On April 4, 1973, the 
Queen’s Hospital donated the land on which Pu'ukohola Heiau stands, then designated Lot 
2 of Kawaihae 2 and encompassing almost 24 acres, for Pu'ukohola Heiau National 
Historic Site.4 

 
4. Periods of development:  
 

a. Original plans and construction:  
Early descriptions written by travelers to the Hawaiian Islands provide essential 
information about early Hawaiian structures, and the imposing Pu'ukohola Heiau 
certainly attracted attention.  Information about the heiau can thus be found in various 
accounts of travels to the Hawaiian Islands, although these are sometimes conflicting 
or are not particularly detailed.  National Park Service (NPS) historian Linda Wedel 
Greene compiled the numerous historical references to the heiau in A Cultural History 
of Three Traditional Hawaiian Sites on the West Coast of Hawai’i Island, but she 
points out that its sacred place in Hawaiian culture did not allow “for detailed Western 
observances until after the abolition of the kapu system” in 1819.5 
 
Archaeological evidence and historical accounts indicate that Pu'ukohola Heiau 
exhibited the typical features of the “luakini” class of heiau, which was dedicated to 
Ku-ka'ili-moku, god of war, and could only be built and dedicated by royalty.  In 
addition, human sacrifices and other rituals reserved for royalty were carried out at 
these heiau.  The base of the heiau was a platform built of dry-set rock.  A number of 
structures and an inner sanctum, separated from the rest of the heiau by a fence of 
planks or poles with images carved on them (or, on occasion, the heads of sacrificed 

                                                      
4 The history of land ownership in Hawaii is a complex one and is beyond the scope of this report.  For 
additional information, see for example, Ralph Simpson Kuykendall, Twenty Critical Years, 1854-1874, 
Volume 2, The Hawaiian Kingdom (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1953), Chapter 15.  Russell Apple, 
National Park Service, Pacific Historian, extensively researched the land holdings and compiled them in 
“Pahukanilua: Homestead of John Young,” Historical Data Section of the Historic Structure Report (Honolulu: 
National Park Service, Hawaii State Office, September 1978). 
5 Linda Wedel Greene, A Cultural History of Three Traditional Hawaiian Sites on the West Coast of Hawai’i 
Island (United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Denver Service Center, 1993), quote 
from 222, discussion of Pu'ukohola Heiau found on pages 212-247. 
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victims), were located on top of this platform.  The “anu'u” or tower, which generally 
stood three stories high and was used by the priest to speak to the gods or perhaps as 
an observatory, was part of the inner sanctum.  An essential component of a heiau was 
the carved images arranged around the anu'u in a semi-circle or in parallel rows with 
the lele (offering tower) within the area delineated by the carved images.  A “luakini” 
heiau would also typically have four thatched houses on the platform; the “hale mana” 
being the largest and most important as it contained the tombs of nobles and priests.  
The high priest would also reside in the hale mana during ceremonial periods.  The 
“hale pau,” or drum house, was for the storage of the drums, which were used to called 
people to the heiau, send messages, and accompany ceremonies.  The “hale umi” 
contained an oven.  Finally, the “hale wai ea” was the smallest of the houses and was 
used by the priests.6 
 
There is evidence that the structures on the Pu'ukohola Heiau platform were arranged 
in a manner typical of the luakini class.  Archibald Menzies, a Scottish doctor, 
botanist, and naturalist, who visited the Hawaiian islands from 1792 to 1794 while 
serving as ship’s surgeon onboard the Prince of Wales, reported that kapu, referring to 
the Hawaiian code of conduct, prevented him from seeing the interior of the heiau.  
Menzies was able to describe what he saw from the exterior, including a wooden rail 
on the stone walls “on which the skulls of these unfortunate warriors were 
conspicuously exposed,” as well as several houses in which the priests and their 
assistants resided.7  Jacques Arago, a French artist and writer who sailed with Louis de 
Freycinet on the Uranie, recorded in his journal in 1819 that “colossal, and regularly 
placed” statues (rather than the skulls described by Menzies) sat on top of the heiau.  
Arago also reported more lurid details, including “on the board which was placed in 
the middle of the enclosure, were exposed the dead bodies of those who had been 
strangled, or stoned to death; that the place was tabooed for all the inhabitants, except 
the high priest, who repaired thither daily to consult the entrails of the victims.”8  
 
With the end of the kapu system in 1819, Western travelers were able to more closely 
observe the heiau.  Rev. William Ellis, an English missionary who traveled throughout 
the Hawaiian islands from 1822 to 1823, provided more complete details about the 
“Bukohola” (as he spelled it) heiau.  He described it as an “irregular parallelogram” 
measuring 224' long x 100' wide.  The walls were built of loose stone, “proportionally 
wide,” with the side facing the mountains standing more than 20' tall while the side 
facing the sea was much lower at 7' to 8' tall.  Entrance to the heiau was made through 
a narrow passage between two high walls, a feature noted in numerous other 

                                                      
6 Information about luakini heiau comes from Patrick Vinton Kirch, Feathered Gods and Fishhooks: An 
Introduction to Hawaiian Archaeology and Prehistory (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1985), 240-242, 
258-263, and Valerio Valeri, translated by Paula Wissing, Kinship and Sacrifice: Ritual and Society in Ancient 
Hawaii (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1985), 174-179, 239-245, 254. 
7 Archibald Menzies, Hawaiian Nei 128 Years Ago (Honolulu, 1920), 57. 
8 Jacques Arago, Narrative of a Voyage Round the World in the Uranie and Physicenne Corvettes, Commanded 
by Captain Freycinet, during the Years 1817, 1818, 1819, and 1820, Part II (London: Treuttel and Wurtz, 
1823), 101-102. 
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descriptions, including by Isabella Bird, who wrote in 1873 about priests dragging 
sacrificial human victims through the entry into the presence of “Tairi, a hideous 
wooden idol, crowned with a helmet, and covered with red feathers, the favourite war-
god of Kamehameha the Great.”  Ellis noted the platform was actually comprised of 
three terraces, the upper one being the largest, most well finished, and paved with 
“various kinds of flat smooth stones brought from a considerable distance.”  This 
upper terrace contained the inner “sanctum sanctorum of the temple,” as described by 
Ellis, where the principal idol and other images were kept.  The inner court also 
contained the anu'u, a “loft frame of wicker work, in shape of something like an 
obelisk” where the priest stood as “the organ of communication from the god, 
whenever the king came to inquire his will,” as well as the lele, or altar, where human 
and other sacrifices were made.  Isabella Bird located the lele outside the inner court, 
however, stating that it was where “vast offerings of fruit, dog, and hogs were 
presented, and eleven human beings were immolated on the altar.”  Ellis also reported 
that the king’s “sacred” house was at the center of the terrace with the priest’s house at 
the north end.9  Samuel Hill, who arrived on the Josephine in 1848, provided the 
alternative observation that “narrow chambers, or gloomy cells, where the priests are 
said to have chiefly resided” were located at the south end of the heiau.10   
 
An 1853 plan of the heiau shows a “sacred platform” at the north end and a ditch 
“where bodies were thrown” between the outer wall and the platform, as well as the 
three terraces described by Ellis.  An 1869 plan identifies a “ruined platform” at the far 
southern end, with four pits ranged along the north edge in the same area that Ellis had 
described the anu'u and idols.  This plan depicts a second raised platform at the north 
end with paved areas of flat stones and pebbles to the south.  In addition, it includes, 
for the first time, “modern stone walls” extending diagonally from the northwest and 
southwest corners of the structure.11  (See Appendix, Figures 1 and 2.) 
 
Bishop Museum archeologist John F. G. Stokes surveyed the heiau of the Hawaiian 
Islands in the early twentieth century.  He noted that Pu'ukohola Heiau’s north, east, 
and south walls were faced with rounded “ala” (a Hawaiian term for waterworn) 
stones), and the terraces along the west face were filled in with rough stone but also 
faced and paved with ala.  He described a 3'-tall platform paved with ala on the south 
end of the heiau where the idols were located.  He also stated there were five pits in 

                                                      
9 William Ellis, Journal of William Ellis: Narrative of a Tour of Hawaii, or Owhyee; with Remarks on the 
History, Traditions, Manners, Customs and Language of the Inhabitants of the Sandwich Islands (Honolulu: 
Advertiser Publishing Co., Ltd., 1963), 56-57; Isabella L. Bird, Six Months in the Sandwich Islands among 
Hawai’i’s Palm Groves, Coral Reefs, and Volcanoes (Honolulu: Mutual Publishing, 1998), 145-146. 
10 S. S. Hill, Travels in the Sandwich and Society Islands (London: Chapman and Hall, 1856), 149-150. 
11 Map 2, Reg. 1869, P.H. 646, surveyed by Lyons, copied from C. J. Lyons by M. Rosendahl, and Map 3, Puu 
Kohola Heiau, Reg 1869, P.H. 646, copied from W. D. Alexander by M. Rosendahl, both reprinted in William 
K. Kikuchi and Deborah F. Cluff, “An Archaeological Survey of Puu Kohala Heiau and Mailekini Heiau, 
Kawaihae, South Kohala, Hawaii Island,” in Deborah F. Cluff, William Kikuchi, Russell Apple, and Yosihiko 
Sinoto, The Archaeological Surface Survey of Puu Kohala Heiau and Mailekini Heiau, South Kohala, 
Kawaihae, Hawaii Island, Hawaii State Archaeological Journal, 69-3 (Honolulu: Division of State Parks, 
Department of Land and Natural Resources, 1969), 43-44.   
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the platform, forming a “rough line near and parallel to the northern face of the 
platform” and another in the southeast corner.  Unlike the 1853 and 1869 plans, 
however, Stokes described another nearby curved platform and marked it with a series 
of “Xs,” perhaps indicating that lesser idols were placed on it.  A 6' x 8' lele sat to the 
north of the curved platform, on a pavement of waterworn stone.  He noted a 4-1/2'-tall 
platform at the north end of the heiau with a 2' tall x 2-1/2'-wide ledge along the west 
and south sides where the houses were located, including the drum house, hale waiea, 
hale umi, and guardhouse.  The hale mana was on the east side of the platform with a 
stone path leading to it.  Finally, Stokes thought there was a wooden fence on the 
upper terrace, which would have separated the sacred part of the heiau from the 
terraces where the commoners stood.12  (See Appendix, Figure 3.) 
 

b. Changes and additions:   
In 1969, William Kikuchi, while surveying the structure at the request of the U. S. 
Army Corps of Engineers in advance of construction at the nearby harbor at 
Kawaihae, found that some rock had fallen from the outer walls, revealing the rubble 
core construction.  Sections of the interior back wall had also collapsed by 1972 when 
Pu'ukohola Heiau National Historic Site was established, and another large section of 
the northwest wall and a smaller section of the southeast wall fell the following year.  
From 1975-1979, Edmund J. Ladd of the National Park Service’s Pacific Area Office 
supervised the stabilization of the heiau.  Ladd noted that the Sons of Kamehameha 
may have completed some restoration work on the heiau in 1928.  He also observed a 
pit on top of a wall that he attributed to the use of the structure as an observation post 
during World War II, which required running telephone lines from the heiau to the 
beach below.13   
 
A twentieth-century road originally passed between Pu'ukohola and Mailekini heiau 
leading to Spencer Beach Park.  This road was later re-routed so as not to pass through 
the Pu'ukohola Heiau National Historic Site.  The most significant change to the heiau 
was the necessary stabilization after two earthquakes on October 15, 2006, measuring 
6.0 and 6.7, and the damaging aftershocks caused the interior of the east wall to fall 
into the structure.  The National Park Service embarked upon the restoration effort 
with Hawaiian masons and cultural practitioners, and it was completed in 2010. 
  

B. Historical Context 
“Heiau” refers to a Hawaiian temple or shrine.  It may have its origins in the Hawaiian 
word “hai” meaning “to sacrifice,” which was a fundamental tenet of the Hawaiian system 
of belief.  As such, heiau were sites of offerings and sacrifices, dictated by whether the 
heiau was for “ho'ouluulu” (fertility, growth or production) or “kaua” (war).  Pu'ukohola 
Heiau was constructed for the latter purpose and serves as an excellent example of the 
“luakini” class of heiau.  This class was dedicated to Ku-ka'ili-moku, god of war, and 
could only be built and dedicated by royalty.  In addition, human sacrifices and other 

                                                      
12 Map 4, “Puu Kohola Heiau after Stokes,” in Kikuchi and Cluff, “Archaeological Survey,” 45, 52; Greene, 
Cultural History, 240-242. 
13 Greene, Cultural History, 244, 247. 
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rituals reserved for royalty were carried out at luakini heiau.  They could also serve as 
burial sites for high-ranking chiefs and sacrificial victims.  The remains were typically 
interred in the platform, or, if the deceased was high ranking, in a woven casket.14 
 
Kamehameha I worked to unify the Hawaiian Islands and establish himself as the sole 
ruler, consulting with Kapoukahi, a prophet known for his skill in choosing heiau sites.  
Kapoukahi advised Kamehameha to build a heiau at the top of “Pu'ukohola” (meaning the 
“hill of the whale”) and dedicate it to his god, Ku-ka'ili-moku.  By doing so, he assured 
Kamehameha that he would be able to conquer the islands.  It is unclear if Kapoukahi’s 
advice also called for restoring the nearby Mailekini Heiau, as some sources report.15   
 
Aside from Thrum’s assertion that the heiau was erected ca. 1580, the general consensus 
is that the heiau was built from 1790-1791.  The construction of the massive structure 
necessitated a huge amount of laborers.  Hawaiian historian Samuel Kamakau stated,  
 

in the building of Puukohola no high chief was exempt from carrying stones for it, 
except Keliimaikai, who, seeing Kamehameha engaged in this labor also seized a 
stone and shouldering it set out for Puukohola.  Kamehameha observing this 
remonstrated, and taking it from him said: ‘you be the one to observe the kapu,’ then 
he directed that the stone be taken and cast into the sea.16   

 
Abraham Fornander wrote that “relays of people were ordered from Kona, Kohala, and 
Hamakua to repair to Kawaihae to carry stones and assist at the building.  Chiefs of the 
highest degree and common natives worked side by side and Kamehameha [italics in 
original] himself set the example of carrying stones to the building.”  He too reported that 
Kamehameha’s younger brother, Keliimaikai, was the only one exempted from the work 
since someone had to maintain kapu “so as to preside at the ordinary sacrifices and assist 
at the purification of the others, when the building should be completed.”17 
 
Despite delays by revolts on Maui, Lanai'i, and Molokai'i, and an invasion of North 
Kohala on the Island of Hawaii, the heiau was finally completed in 1791.  Soon after, two 
of Kamehameha’s ministers, Keaweheulu and Kamanawa, visited Keoua Ku'ahu'ula, high 
chief of Ka'u and the last to oppose Kamehameha, urging him to meet with Kamehameha 
and come to an agreement.  Keoua was hesitant as he and Kamehameha had been at war 
for nine years, and “the bitterest personal hatred had sprung between them, heightened and 
envenomed, if possible, by the most outrageous vilifications with which each party 
branded the other.”18  Despite his trepidation, Keoua did come to Kawaihae Bay to meet 

                                                      
14 Kirch, Feathered Gods and Fishhooks, 240-242, 258-263, and Valeri, Kinship and Sacrifice, 174-179, 239-
245, 254. 
15 Lloyd Soehren, “An Archaeological Survey of the Shores of Ouli and Kawaihae, South Kohala, Hawaii,” 
(Honolulu: Department of Anthropology, Bernice P. Bishop Museum, July 1964), 10; Greene, Cultural History, 
215. 
16 Quoted in Thrum, “Tales from the Temples,” 68. 
17 Fornander, Account of the Polynesian Race, 328. 
18 Fornander, Account of the Polynesian Race, 330. 
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with Kamehameha, only to be killed by Kamehameha’s men after disembarking.  His 
body was reportedly sacrificed on the Pu'ukhohola Heiau altar, thereby consecrating it.  
Although the level of Kamehameha’s involvement in Keoua’s murder is not definitively 
known, he did not attempt to stop it nor did he punish the perpetrators.  After the murder 
of Keoua and two failed invasions of Kauai, Kamehameha finally achieved unification of 
the Hawaiian islands and became the sole ruler in 1810.19   
 
During his reign, Kamehameha maintained the ancient kapu system, but with his death in 
1819, major changes in the Hawaiian social, political, and religious systems occurred.  
Kamehameha II (Kamehameha’s son Liholiho), his mother Keopuolani, and his father’s 
wife Ka'ahumanu overthrew the kapu system in 1819, which resulted in heiau no longer 
being sacred sites.20  The structures on Pu'ukohola Heiau were consequently destroyed, 
although the platforms and terraces remained.  The heiau was designated a National 
Historic Landmark in 1962 and was included in the Pu'ukohola Heiau National Historic 
Site, established ten years later. 
 
 

PART II. PHYSICAL INFORMATION 
 
A. Landscape character and descriptive summary:   

Mailekini and Pu'ukohola heiau are situated on Pu'ukohola rise, known as “Hill of the 
Whale,” which provides unobstructed views of Kawaihae Bay below.  The vegetation is 
primarily comprised of grassland, as the yearly rainfall totals in this portion of the island 
typically average less than 10 inches and the soil is volcanic. 

 
B. Character-defining features:   

Pu'ukohola Heiau was constructed in the traditional Hawaiian manner using dry-set rock.    
 
1. Natural features: 

The Pu'ukohola Heiau is located on a hill overlooking Kawaihae Harbor.  The area 
mauka (inland) of the heiau is flat while the land makai (seaward) drops down to the 
ocean. 

 
2. Designed features: 

Pu'ukohola Heiau is roughly parallelogram-shaped in plan and sits parallel to Mailekini 
Heiau below it.  The east side of the heiau is 190'-2 1/8" after the most recent 
stabilization efforts.  The north, east, and south walls are taller than the west wall.  
Archeological investigation has revealed that the ala facing the heiau’s battered walls 
were actually a veneer laid “compactly together with the face-rocks slanting downward 
and inward, rather than lying level” and that the interior of the walls consists of rubble 

                                                      
19 Thrum, “Tales from the Temples,” 68-69.  Fornander also recounts a similar story, based on Kamakau’s 
history, see Account of the Polynesian Race, 330. 
20 Ka'ahumanu was also Kamehameha I’s favorite wife. 
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fill.21  Extending along the west face are three stepped terraces paved with vesicular 
basalt.  A stairway is located at the northwest corner of the heiau. 
 
The southern portion of the heiau consists of a platform where the main idols and anu'u 
would have been located, although no physical evidence of this remains.  A second 
curved platform to the north of this platform may have held lessor idols, although 
again, no clear physical evidence remains.  A flat area paved with “large vesicular 
water-worn stones, worked slabs of beachrock, and assorted fine-grained basalt slabs, 
all fitted together very effectively to form a very smooth, level pavement” is located to 
the north of the platforms.  The curved platform is an unusual feature in heiau 
architecture, and archeologists William Kikuchi and Deborah Cluff speculate that it 
may be a reconstruction as it does not appear on the 1853 and 1869 plans.  They also 
point out that to the west of the paved area and adjacent to the first terrace is a ditch 
with a dirt floor that “looks suspiciously like a portion of a possible earlier heiau on 
which Kamehameha I supposedly built” this heiau.  This feature probably just resulted 
from the construction of the terrace.22   
 
The northern part of the heiau has a raised platform built up of rough, vesicular 
pahoehoe (lava rock) on the west and southwest edges.  Pebbles, rock chunks, and coral 
pieces can be found at the center of the platform, while at the south end, pebbles, sand, 
and coral were used as paving.  A ditch runs along the north and east sides of the 
platform, although a portion of it has been filled with fallen rock.  There is a step on the 
west and south edges of the platform, while lines of raised stones mark enclosures on 
the east side of the platform.  The sloped pavement to the west of the platform consists 
of patinated, water-worn stones and slabs that appears to be “remarkably older than the 
pavement of the three terraces and, at the same time, looks related to the pavement 
area.”  There is some speculation that this is evidence of Pu'ukohola Heiau actually 
being constructed on top of an older heiau.23 
 

 
PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
 
A. Primary Sources 
Arago, Jacques.  Narrative of a Voyage Round the World, in the Uranie and Physicienne 
Corvettes, Commanded by Captain Freycinet, during the Years 1817, 1818, 1819, and 1820, 
Part II.  London: Treuttel and Wurtz, 1823. 
 
Bird, Isabella L.  Six Months in the Sandwich Islands among Hawai'i’s Palm Groves, Coral 
Reefs, and Volcanoes.  Honolulu: Mutual Publishing, 1998. 
 

                                                      
21 Kikuchi and Cluff, “Archaeological Survey,” 39. 
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Appendix 
 

 
Figure 1:  Map copied from C. J. Lyons, 1853, by M. Rosendahl, reproduced in William K. 
Kikuchi and Deborah F. Cluff, “An Archaeological Survey of Puu Kohola Heiau and 
Mailekini Heiau, Kawaihae, South Kohala, Hawaii Island,” in Deborah F. Cluff, William K. 
Kikuchi, Russell A. Apple, and Yosihiko H. Sinoto, The Archaeological Surface Survey of 
Puu Kohala Heiau and Mailekini Heiau, South Kohala, Kawaiahae, Hawaii Island, Hawaii 
State Archaeological Journal 69-3 (Honolulu: Division of State Parks, Department of Land 
and Natural Resources, 1969), 43. 
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Figure 2:  1869 map copied from W. D. Alexander by M. Rosendahl, reproduced in William 
K. Kikuchi and Deborah F. Cluff, “An Archaeological Survey of Puu Kohola Heiau and 
Mailekini Heiau, Kawaihae, South Kohala, Hawaii Island,” in Deborah F. Cluff, William K. 
Kikuchi, Russell A. Apple, and Yosihiko H. Sinoto, The Archaeological Surface Survey of 
Puu Kohala Heiau and Mailekini Heiau, South Kohala, Kawaiahae, Hawaii Island, Hawaii 
State Archaeological Journal 69-3 (Honolulu: Division of State Parks, Department of Land 
and Natural Resources, 1969), 44. 
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Figure 3:  Map based on Stokes’ archaeological investigations in the early twentieth century, 
reproduced in William K. Kikuchi and Deborah F. Cluff, “An Archaeological Survey of Puu 
Kohola Heiau and Mailekini Heiau, Kawaihae, South Kohala, Hawaii Island,” in Deborah F. 
Cluff, William K. Kikuchi, Russell A. Apple, and Yosihiko H. Sinoto, The Archaeological 
Surface Survey of Puu Kohala Heiau and Mailekini Heiau, South Kohala, Kawaiahae, 
Hawaii Island, Hawaii State Archaeological Journal 69-3 (Honolulu: Division of State Parks, 
Department of Land and Natural Resources, 1969), 45. 
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