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HISTORIC  AMERICAN  BUILDINGS  SURVEY j„ 

MICHIGAN  CITY  LIGHTHOUSE HABS  No.   IN-99 

LOCATION; 

PRESENT OWNER; 

PRESENT OCCUPANT; 

PRESENT USE; 

STATEMENT OE 
SIGNIFICANCE: 

Washington Park, Michigan City, Laporte 
County,  Indiana 
Area A" Lighthouse Reservation 
Deed Recorded  "A" Page 435 
Recorded June 27, 1835  3.1730 Acres 

City of Michigan City,  Indiana 

Michigan City Historical Society 

lighthouse Historical Museum 

The building served as a navigation light- 
house for shipping on the southern shore of 
Lake Michigan.  It served in this capacity 
from 1858 until 1934 when a new facility 
replaced it. 

• 

PART I.  HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A,  Physical History 

1 .  The lighthouse was constructed on l_an& purchased 
by the government in 1335•  Construction of the 
original lighthouse began 22 years later in 1857 
and the work was finished in 1858, the year it was 
offically commissioned.  For more than 40 years a 
woman - Miss Harriet Colfax - served as a light- 
house keeper.  Miss Colfax was a cousin of former 
Vice-President Schuyler Colfax.  In 1904, the 
original structure was remodeled, and an addition 
to it was begun.  Photographs indicated thrt the 
facade ofJ*exi sting building was altered to conform 
to the architectural treatment of the adniton. 
The entrance torches, located on the east and west 
facades, were also added at this time.  The remodel' 
ing was completed in 1905, and the addition doubled 
the square footage of the original building.  The 
lighthouse remained in operation until 1934 when 
work was finished on a new lighthouse located on 
the harbors northeast breakwater*  In 1965, after 
the federal government declared the old light- 
house surplus, the city of Michigan City acquired 
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2. 

7. 

the building for historical purposes.  It was 
also at this time that the Historical Society 
signed a lease with the city to restore the 
building and to create a museum.  The restora- 
tion work, which is in progress*, will return 
the building to the appearance it had  immediate- 
ly following the 1904 remodeling. 

Bate of erection:  1S57-1858 

Architect The architect for 
ure is unknown. 

the original struct- 

4.  Alterations and Additions: 

a)  1904-  The original structure contained 
four first floor windows located 
on the east and west facades. 
These were partially bricked-in 
and a new one, with greater de- 
tailing, was located between 
them. 

Small windows were cut adjoining 
the original doors, on the north- 
east and northwest corner. 

The second floor exterior brick 
work was entirely covered on three 
sides by a wood shingled facade 
to conform with the new addition. 

The location of windows on the 
south facade was unchanged although 
wood ornamentation was added. 

The north facade of the original 
structure was partially removed 
and altered to accomodate the 
addition. 

The lighthouse cupola located on 
the roof removed and the entire 
roof was reshinerled. 

An addition was constructed ad- 
joining the north facade, which in- 
corperated details, previously 
mentioned and was proportioned to 
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balance and unify the larger struct- 
ure . 

Two porchs -^ere  ackled on the east 
and west facade and were centrally 
located to complete the architect- 
ural unification. 

Evidence of this alteration is apparent in certain 
rooms within the original structure.  The floor plan 
was unchanged except for cutting doors on the first 
and second floors to connect the two separate day and 
nisrht lishtkeeners apartments. 

b)  1971-  The structure is in the process 
of being restored to its original 
appearance.  Although  the floor- 
ing in certain rooms was original, 
the entire first and second floors, 
except for the entry halls, have 
^een  carpeted to accomodate the 
museum.  The basement has been 
altered to accomodate an apart- 
ment for the museum watchman. 
In addition, woodwork was been 
refinished, heating and wiring 
has been installed throughout, and 
the structure is being entirely 
repainted, both on  the interior 
and exterior. 

PART II.  ABCKITSCTTOAI, INFORMATION 

A.  General Statement 

1.  Architectural character:  The lighthouse contains 
a variety of classical ornamentation and fine wood- 
won. 

Condition of the structure:  Since the restora- 
tion is almost complete, the condition of the fabric is excellent, 

B.  Description of Exterior 

1 .  The structure is approximately 50 feet in length 
and 30 feet wide.  It is two stories high with 
a full basement.  An attic covers the entire 
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second  floor.    The lighthouse  is basically a 
rectangle. 

2. Foundations:  Brick and stone. 

3. Wall construction:  Brick, painted white with a 
header course every fifth course. 

4. Structural system:  Brick exterior load bearing 
walls, wood interior framing. 

5. Porches: Wood porches, east and west facade with 
carved corinthian columns. 

6. Chimneys:  There are two chimneys with openings 
for metal flues from the cast iron stoves. 

7. Openings: Doorways and doors: Main enterance on 
east and west facades. 

Windows: Wooden double-hung windows 
on all levels. 

8. Roof: Hip roof with wood shingles over main 
structure.  Porch roofs are slightly sloped with 
tar paper covering. 

0. Description of Interior 

1 .  Floor Plans: 

a) Basement: There is a storage room under 
the east porch with a brick floor.  The 
remainder of the basement has a new 
concrete floor. 

b) First Floor: The ent ranee opens into a 
small vestibule which contains the main 
stairway for each apartment. There are 
two rooms, one on each side of the stair 
in each apartment, Pantrys are located 
across from the stairway, indicating 
the kitchens were located in the rooms 
in the southern portion. 

c) Second Floor: The plan is similar to the 
first floor. The plumbing from the first 
floor indicates a vent stack existed in 
the southern portion of the building. 
Probably the bathrooms occupied a portion 
of the space* 
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2*  Stairways: The main stairs are open-well, A 
simple molded "handrail is broken at the corners 
"by the supports, 

3. Flooring: As previously mentioned both the first 
and second floors are covered with carpeting. 
The entry vestibules are polished narrow hardwood♦ 

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Painted plaster. 

5. Doorways and Doors: Paneled wooden doors have 
wood trim with carved corner blocks. Doorways 
and doors are stained and finished. Principal 
interior doors are dark, hardwood, possibly 
mahogany. 

6. Trim; Painted wood baseboards, 8 inches high 
throughout the first and second floors*  This 
trim is stained and finished in the entry 
vestibules. 

?.  Hardware: Hardware is simple, although most 
original doors have been replaced. 

8. Lighting; There are modern flourescent ceiling 
lights throughout the building except for the 
vestibule. It is planned that chandeliers will 
be hung from the second floor ceiling. 

9. Heating; The lighthouse was originally heated 
by cast iron stoves. New gas heating and air- 
conditioning has ;)ust heen installed. 

D. Site: 

1) General setting and orientations The ent ranees 
face east and west. The structure when "origin- 
ally built, was located several hundred yards 
from the7 lakefront. Presently, the lake has 
receeded a distance of approximately one-half 
mile • 

2) Walks: A concrete walk borders three sides of 
the building.  A chain link fence borders the 
lighthouse on all four sides, a distance of 
approximately 60 feet from the structure, and 
separates the connecting walk from the three 
previosly mentioned. 


