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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
 

J. Arthur Roy House 
HABS No.  LA-206 

 
Location:   1204 Johnston Street, Lafayette, Lafayette Parish, Louisiana 
 

The J. Arthur Roy House is located on the northwest corner at the 
intersection of Johnston Street and University Avenue and directly 
across the street from the University of Louisiana at Lafayette main 
campus administration building (Martin Hall).  The coordinates for 
the J. Arthur Roy House are 30.130241 N, -92.011039 W and they 
were obtained through Google Earth in September 2015.  There is 
no restriction on the release of the locational data to the public.  

 
Significance: The J. Arthur Roy House was constructed in 1901 at the same time 

as first buildings for Southwestern Louisiana Industrial Institute 
(later renamed University of Southwestern Louisiana, currently 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette). The building is prominently 
located at the intersection of two major streets and immediately 
adjacent to the university, making it a community landmark. The J. 
Arthur Roy House is currently owned by the university and 
occupied by tenants Acadiana Medical Research Foundation and 
Acadiana Tumor Directory. 

 
The Roy House is an excellent example of Queen Anne style.  The 
two story front gallery, polygonal bays under gables, and decorative 
panelled band between stories are unique architectural features in 
the Lafayette area. The house interior features an intricate and 
elaborate Eastlake-inspired staircase, six mantels, and four scroll-
sawn screens. Although some changes have been made to the first 
floor for business use, most of the building interior retains original 
features such as wallpaper, wood flooring, light fixtures, and 
plumbing. 

 
Description: The two-story wood frame house on brick pier foundation was 

constructed in 1900-1901 by architect Arthur Van Dyke and 
contractor George Knapp. In 1908, the house was one of the first in 
the city to have indoor plumbing. Installations included a half bath in 
the first floor hall, two full bathrooms on the second floor, and sinks 
in the two east bedrooms, the pantry, and the kitchen. These 
plumbing fixtures are in place in the house to date. The original 
outdoor cistern behind the house remained until the mid-twentieth 
century. 
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The exterior of the house is sheathed with wood siding including 
decorative details at the bays, front galleries, and side porch. Wood 
doors and windows are typical, the exceptions being the three-part 
stained glass window under the side porch and alumunum sliding 
glass door and window installed in the kitchen at the rear of the 
house. Door and window hardware is original. The foundation is 
brown brick around most of the perimeter with red brick under the 
house and at the side porch perimeter footings. The front porch 
stairs are brick with an aluminum handrail, a recent replacement of 
the original wood stairs and handrail. The side porch stairs are in 
place with the wood handrail. Stairs at the rear hall door, square 
bay door, and kitchen sliding glass door are wood without 
handrails. The house originally had shutters on all of the doors and 
windows; only the front entry doors have louvered shutters at 
present. A new asphalt shingle roof was installed on the house 
approximately five years ago. At this time, all of the chimneys were 
removed to below roof level and a cricket was added at the center 
rear of the house between the gable and hip roof sections. The 
chimneys remain visible in the attic. 

 
The house was originally reputed to have an ‘elevator’ which is no 
longer in place. Investigation into walls, ceilings, floor, and attic 
revealed one probable location for a dumbwaiter type lift in the first 
floor hall where the bathrooms are located on both first and second 
floors. The half bath in the first floor hall has a very low ceiling. In 
the wall between it and the rear stairs, there is a transom type 
window that appears to open into the space between ceilings. This 
was possibly for the elevator/lift ventiltion. 

 
Additional structure in walls, attic, and foundation in addition to rear 
elevation (cornerboard in the middle of the wall and double 
perimeter footings) indicate that the side porch and rooms 101-B, 
105, 203, and 205 were added after the initial construction. This 
addition may have been constructed in 1908 when the plumbing 
was added to the house since bricks, siding, floors, doors, interior 
trim, and porch details all match the rest of the house. 

 
There are twelve foot ceiling heights on the first floor and ten foot 
ceiling heights on the second floor. The floors were originally three-
inch wide tongue-and-groove most of which remain hidden beneath 
carpet and vinyl flooring. The kitchen is in its original location in the 
rear (northwest) corner of the house with an adjacent large pantry. 
The fireplace has been walled over but the brick foundation 
remains; it is unknown if the mantel is in place inside the wall. The 
kitchen ceiling has been lowered to eight feet; it is unknown what is 
in the space between the original twelve foot ceiling and the lower 
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ceiling. Interior walls and ceilings are rough-cut five inch wide 
tongue-and-groove boards. Both ceilings and walls are coverred 
with fabric-backed wallpaper, most of which has been painted. The 
exception is the foyer and upstairs hall which have a floral 
patterned flocked wallpaper. Room 102, Hall 3, and rear stairs have 
painted three-inch tongue-and-groove wood walls. Electric light 
fixtures on the second floor are period and original to the house; 
several light fixtures that had been removed from the first floor were 
found in a closet under the rear stairs. Several window unit type air 
conditioners are in place thoughout the house. There is a central 
HVAC unit on the first floor located in room 102. 

 
The property originally included outbuildings such as a stable for 
horses and the family carriage and housing for a milk cow, 
chickens, and pigs. Garage, servant house, and wash house were 
added around 1908. Original landscaping included fruit trees, a 
white picket fence, and a cistern. Mid-twentieth century 
photographs show large tropicals in front of the house. 
Unfortunately, none of these structures or landscape features 
remain. 

 
See HABS LA-206 Index to Photographs and HABS LA-206 
Measured Drawings for more information. 

 
History: The house was originally constructed for a prominent Lafayette 

businessman and farmer, Joseph Arthur  Roy (1837-1940), his wife 
Cornelia, and eight children. Mr. Roy was an early supporter of the 
City of Lafayette, president of the Lafayette Parish School Board, 
president of the First National Bank, charter member of the 
Lafayette Council Knights of Columbus, and early member of the 
Southwestern Louisiana Industrial Institute (SLII) Board of Trustees 
and Executive Committee. The men’s dormitory constructed in 
1957 was named Roy Hall in his honor. 

 
Mrs. Cornelia Bailey Roy (Arthur Roy’s wife) was the daughter of 
the founder of the Lafayette Advertiser and mayor of Vermillionville 
1886-1890 during which time the city was renamed Lafayette. Their 
son, J. Maxim Roy served as mayor of Lafayette in 1940 at the time 
of his father’s death. The home remained in the Roy family until 
purchased by the university in the 1990’s. 

 
Sources: Anders, Quintilla Morgan, Early Families of Lafayette, Louisiana. 

Lafayette, LA: National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Galvez Chapter, 1969. 
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Center for Louisiana Studies, Edith Garland Dupre  Library, University of Louisiana at 
 Lafayette. Accessed February 12, 2015. http://cls.louisiana.edu/about-center/roy-
 house. Photographs and documents. 
 
Kent, Joseph M., “J. Arthur Roy House”, Acadiana Historical Society. Accessed 
 February 8, 2015. http://acadianahistorical.org/items/show/31#.U15NC170tfQ. 
 
Lafayette Parish Historical Sites Inventory, Section II – Structures. Lafayette, LA: 
 Lafayette Regional Planning Commission, 1977. Documents. 
 
Louisiana Room, Edith Garland Dupre  Library, University of Louisiana at Lafayette. 
 Photographs and documents. 
 
Mamalakis, Mario, If They Could Talk!: Acadiana’s Buildings and Their Biographies, 1st 
 edition. Lafayette, LA: Lafayette Centennial Commission, 1983. 
 
National Register of Historic Places, Inventory. Accessed February 12, 2015. 
 http://www.crt.state.la.us/dataprojects/hp/nhl/view.asp. Photographs and 
 documents. 
 
Note: Most of the sources listed above, including photographs circa 1902, are available 
at Edith Garland Dupre Library, University of Louisiana at Lafayette. 
 
Historians: Mack McGinnis, Jr., Matthew Lincon, students; Dr. Michael Martin, 

Director, Center for Louisiana Studies, University of LA at Lafayette; Karen 
JS McKinney, Architect/ Adjunct Faculty. Report completed 4/30/2015. 

 
Project  
Information: Nouf AlBalushi, William J. Frick, Matthew Lincon, Mack McGinnis, Jr., 

Stuart Monte, Tran Nguyen, Kayla Rutherford, Megan Tageson students; 
Thomas Sammons, Professor/ Director, Karen JS McKinney, Architect/ 
Adjunct Faculty, Dr. Michael Martin, Director, Center for Louisiana 
Studies; University of Louisiana at Lafayette; State Historic Preservation 
Office, Office of Cultural Development, Department of Culture, Recreation, 
and Tourism, State of Louisiana.  The documentation was submitted to the 
2015 Peterson Prize student drawing competition. 
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