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Location:  Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 
 

The survey boundaries are East Jefferson Avenue to the north, the Detroit 
River to the south, Gabriel Richard Park and the Brodhead Naval Armory 
to the east, and St. Antoine to the west. The survey also included a parcel 
of downtown Detroit bound by Monroe Street to the north, East Jefferson 
Avenue to the south, the Chrysler Freeway to the east, and Brush Street to 
the west. 

 
Project Information: The Historic American Engineering Record (HAER), a division of the 
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, was contracted by MotorCities 
Automotive National Heritage Area of Detroit in 2002 to conduct an architectural survey of 
Detroit’s east riverfront in order to determine the area’s significance in the automotive heritage 
of Detroit. Richard O’Connor, HAER, served as project manager. Field team members included 
Rebecca Howell and Laura Janssen. Justine Christianson, HAER Historian, prepared the 
documentation for transmittal. 
 
The survey’s methodological goal was to assess the present nature of the district and to 
determine which extant buildings had connections to the automotive history of Detroit. Four 
categories were established: industrial structures built prior to 1920, structures with automotive 
connections up to the present, buildings designed by architect Albert Kahn, and saloons and 
social clubs. The field team: 1.) examined previous surveys, including the Detroit Urban 
Conservation Project of 1976 and the East Jefferson Avenue Historic Resource Survey of 1980; 
2.) conducted an on-site examination of the survey district, which included preparing written and 
photographic documentation of each building’s architectural style and state of repair; 3.) 
reconciled past and present surveys to insure key structures were included; and 4.) performed a 
literature search of written accounts, maps, city directories, and county and city records to 
uncover historical information pertinent to the survey. The entire district was surveyed, and 
inventory cards were completed for all structures. (The completed inventory cards are part of the 
field records accompanying this report.) However, due to the massive scale of the district 
(encompassing over 300 buildings), the more intensive literature search was focused on 
approximately 150 structure with possible automotive-related connections.  
 
The following report is an overview of the survey’s findings. A map of the study area is 
including in Appendix A of this report. A select inventory of buildings representing the four 
established categories is included in Appendix B of this report. The completed survey forms for 
all structures in the survey boundaries are available in the field records accompanying this 
documentation. 
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History of Detroit’s East Riverfront 
Archaeological investigation has revealed little evidence of Native American presence in the 
Detroit area before 1640. Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac founded Detroit in 1701, and it basically 
functioned as a small outpost for the first 100 years or so. Ribbon farms were established from 
land along both sides of the Detroit River as early as 1707. Only a few hundred feet wide, the 
ribbon farms ran up to 3 miles inland. From east to west, Dubois, James Campau, Chene, Joseph 
Campau, McDougall, B. Chapaton, Hunt, and Lieb owned the farms of the East Riverfront. 
Many of the former East Riverfront’s streets bear the names of these early settlers. After the 
surrender of Detroit to the British in 1758 during the French and Indian War, the Native 
Americans grew restless under British governance. Pontiac, chief of the Ottowas, led an uprising 
in 1763 known as the Battle of Bloody Run.1 
 
Throughout most of the eighteenth century, Detroit was more closely associated with cities to the 
north than with cities in the newly-formed United States. Detroit even sent two representatives to 
the Canadian legislature in 1791. The British left the Detroit area in 1796, and by 1799, the U.S. 
government had made Detroit a point of entry. It was not until the opening of the Erie Canal in 
1825, however, that Detroit began to expand at a quicker pace as the new canal significantly 
shortened the trip from the East Coast. Detroit soon became a shipping center, and the East 
Riverfront was home to both new immigrants and industry. The ribbon farms were subdivided, 
and streets were added as needed. After a devastating fire in 1805, Judge Augustus Woodward 
designed a new plan for the city based on L’Enfant’s plan for Washington, D.C., that included 
boulevards extending from a central square called the Campus Martius. In the East Riverfront 
area, the plan included Jefferson Avenue. Woodbridge and Hastings (now Schweizer Place and 
covered by the Chrysler Freeway to the north) were established as streets in 1826, followed by 
Rivard in 1833, and Guoin in 1835, the same year Michigan became a state. Franklin, Wight, 
Dubois, and Riopelle were established in the 1850s, while Atwater, Walker, Mt. Elliott, Joseph 
Campau, and Adair were added in the next decade. In addition, the city of Detroit was physically 
expanding during this era. The eastern boundary was Brush in 1832, Dequindre in 1836, Mt. 
Elliott in 1857, and Baldwin (past the survey district boundary) in 1885. 
  
The first generation of industries in the survey district chose the area for its river access and its 
location at the outskirts of the fast-growing city. These industries included icehouses, tanneries, 
lumberyards, and wood product manufactories. The railroad first came to the riverfront in 1838, 
which helped support the factories that began moving to the area in the 1870s. Some of the major 
industries were the Penninsula (railroad) Car Works at Walker and Wight, the Detroit Dry Dock 
Company at the foot of Orleans, Parke-Davis and Company pharmaceuticals at the foot of 
McDougall, the Berry Brothers Varnish Company at Wight and Leib, the Michigan Stove 
Company at Jefferson and Adair, and the Schulte Brothers Soap Company at Franklin and 
Rivard. Most of these industries were located south of Wight Street. Generally, workers’ housing 
and services like saloons and groceries were located between Wight and Woodbine, while the 

                                                            
1 Kathryn Kozora, “Detroit’s East Riverfront: People and Places of Yesteryear” (Detroit: City of Detroit Recreation 
Department, 1982), 1-5. 
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mansions of the upper class lined Jefferson Avenue, with their carriage houses and dependencies 
located behind.2 
 
In the 1880s and 1890s, extensive land filling efforts resulted in new real estate south of Atwater. 
The East Riverfront became more industrial as the number of steel and ironworks and foundries, 
machine shops, metal-working plants, stove factories, and locomotive repair shops increased. 
This resulted in a large base of skilled factory workers and a diversified economy that allowed 
for Detroit to eventually dominate the automobile industry. The East Riverfront was significant 
in that industry’s development. In 1899, Ransom Olds opened the first automobile factory in 
Detroit at Jefferson Avenue near Belle Isle Bridge, and within a decade, the Carhartt Automobile 
Corporation, Chalmers Motor Company, Hudson Motor Car Companies, Studebaker 
Corporation, the Dodge Brothers, and Fisher all had operations within the survey district.3 Many 
more businesses provided parts to these automobile companies, perhaps the most significant 
being U.S. Rubber Company, later known as Uniroyal. 
 
With the introduction of assembly line production and the resulting need for more space, 
automobile manufactories soon left the riverfront. Amusement parks opened in the 1920s and 
1930s near the Belle Isle Bridge. During Prohibition (1917-33), the riverfront became a high-
traffic area for liquor smuggling. Detroit’s population stagnated in the 1930s, and most of the 
former manufactories became warehouses in the 1940s. By 1961, Jefferson Avenue had become 
a commercial strip, while the streets below were mostly vacant lots and abandoned buildings. 
The U.S. Rubber and Parke-Davis companies remained large complexes, but even they had 
ceased operation by the 1980s. Plans for redevelopment of the riverfront date from the 1940s, 
and small steps have been made to revitalize the area, such as the construction of Chene Park and 
St. Aubin Marina. Loft apartments and offices occupy many of the original factory buildings, 
and the area has seen new construction, too, such as the Harbortown complex of apartments and 
businesses and the UAW-GM Center for Human Resources. In the late 1990s, gambling casinos 
were proposed for the area. Although opponents of such development won the battle, the 
riverfront still faces an uncertain future. 
 
Pre-1920 Industrial Structures on Detroit’s East Riverfront 
In choosing to focus research efforts on general industrial buildings constructed prior to 1920, 
the survey team hoped to uncover the most pertinent information relating to pre-automotive and 
automotive history along the riverfront. By the 1920s, industrial activity had begun to wane in 
this area for a number of reasons, including rising land costs, scarcity of plots large enough to 
support industrial activity, and changing land use patterns. This resulted in an exodus of major 
industry from the riverfront. The current alarming rate of demolition has made it imperative to 
research those buildings still standing in order to get a sense of the area’s automotive past. 
 

                                                            
2 Charles Hyde, “A Brief History of Detroit’s Riverfront” (Detroit: City of Detroit Recreation Department, 1987), 6-
7, 9; City Council of Detroit, Historic Designation Advisory Board, Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 
1976. 
3 See Chrysler Corporation (Chalmers Motor Corporation), HAER MI-24, and Studebaker Corporation, HAER MI-
348, for additional documentation. 
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It was inevitable that industry would settle along Detroit’s riverfront. The river created a natural 
thoroughfare from the east, and the region’s best natural resources—agriculture, fur trading, and 
lumber—became the city’s first major industries. The 1825 opening of the Erie Canal made 
access to Detroit easier, and the population consequently began to increase. Skilled laborers were 
attracted to the city as manufacturing grew. Steamboats and sailing ships aided in the city’s early 
industrial growth by exporting goods to points eastward. In addition, improved transportation 
allowed for the importing of raw materials, like iron ore from Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. The 
expansion of the railroads in the 1850s made passage to Detroit even more economical and 
convenient.  
 
Iron and steel works became Detroit’s next important industry. The Hamtramck Iron Works built 
the first iron blast furnace west of Pittsburgh in 1856.4 Machine shops and factories serving 
many of the new industries located in Detroit, such as rail transportation, shipbuilding, and stove 
manufacturing, were quickly established along the riverfront. 
 
With the success of Henry Ford, among others, many automobile companies moved their 
factories to Detroit. It was natural for this fledgling industry to also locate along the riverfront 
because of the existing infrastructure of rail lines and support industry with skilled workers. It 
would not be long, however, before the industry grew so much that companies began moving out 
of the city to take advantage of cheaper land for expansion. By 1920, most automotive 
production had ceased on the riverfront, but the industry had changed the landscape of Detroit in 
less than twenty years.5 
 
Of the sixty-seven industrial buildings in the survey area constructed prior to 1920 and still 
standing on the riverfront, seventeen structures and twenty-five companies were involved in 
some way with the automotive industry. A number of other metalworking and foundry 
companies may also have had a hand in producing machine parts and the like for the automotive 
industry.6 Foundries and metalworking accounted for twenty-two of the identified buildings, and 
twenty-eight companies occupied them prior to 1920. The rest of the buildings represent a wide 
variety of industrial interests, including three contractors, one bottling plant, one furniture 
warehouse, one bag manufacturer, two chemical companies, two moving companies, three junk 
dealers, four printers and paper mills, one tobacco producer, and one tannery, along with various 
and sundry other small industries that could not be determined. 
 
Some of the oldest industrial structures surveyed represented shipbuilding and marine concerns. 
Other nineteenth-century industry, housed in buildings that are stellar examples of architecture 
from the 1880s and 1890s, was located in the downtown area of the survey but does not have 
automobile connections. The evolution from mill construction (for example, Globe Tobacco 
Building, 1888, at 407-409 East Fort) to the early application of steel framing and fireproofing 
                                                            
4 Captain Kathleen McGraw, ed., Diamond Jack’s Guidebook of the Detroit River (Detroit: Diamond Jack’s Tours, 
1995), 9. 
5 Among the automobile companies that located in Detroit, those that settled on the riverfront included Olds Motor 
Works, The Welch Company Automobile Works, Hupp Motor Car Company, King Motor Company, Columbia 
Motor Company, Pungs-Finch Auto Company, and Carhartt Automobile Corporation, but they were mostly gone by 
1920. 
6 The R.L. Polk & Company city directories for Detroit were very helpful in establishing this information. 
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with concrete and hollow clay tiles (for example, D.M. Ferry and Company, 1907, at 400-450 
Monroe) can be seen in downtown Detroit. 
 
There are only two buildings remaining on the riverfront that have both shipbuilding and 
automotive history connections. The structure at 210 Chene, commonly known as Northern 
Engineering Works, was built for the Detroit Flax Company ca. 1865 and could possibly be the 
oldest industrial structure on the riverfront. It is a typical example of nineteenth-century brick 
factory construction, evidenced in the long and narrow dimensions and the fenestration 
comprised of closely spaced segmental arched windows that provided light and ventilation. 
Frontier Iron & Brass Works moved to the site in 1872 and began producing marine engines 
under the direction of Christie & McGraff.7 In 1899, the company was sold to Northern 
Engineering Works, manufacturers of cranes and hoists used in the shipbuilding industry.8 By 
1910, as shipbuilding gave way to auto production, Northern Engineering began to manufacture 
automobile parts, including transmissions and starters. The skills and technology developed by 
the shipbuilding industry transferred readily to the automotive industry. 
 
The other building is at 1440 East Franklin. It was built for the Taylor Water Tube Boiler 
Company, manufacturers of marine boilers until 1912. An ad in the 1903 city directory declared: 
“Easily cleaned and repaired, horizontal course for the products of combustion, and combustion 
chamber. Absolutely safe and reliable.” The Motor Truck Body Company took occupancy of the 
building that same year and set up a commercial auto body plant, manufacturing such 
institutional vehicles as “police patrols, Ford delivery bodies, sight-seers and dump bodies” 
according to the 1915 city directory. 9 They outgrew this site and left the riverfront in 1916. 
Currently this building is only one of a handful of structures on the riverfront, and the only one 
this far west along the riverfront, that has undergone a successful adaptive-reuse program.10 
 
Automotive support industries were also located along the riverfront. Foundries that produced 
gray iron castings and shops that specialized in sheet-metal stamping either converted their 
businesses or added “automobile parts manufacturing” to their letterheads. One such company 
was Ireland & Matthews Manufacturing Company located at 201 Iron. Detroit was the largest 
producer of stoves in the United States, and the company originally formed to service the stove 
companies established along the riverfront in the 1880s. Ireland & Matthews specialized in stove 
trimming, plumbing supplies, and steel metal stamping. With their expertise in stove trimming, it 
was natural for the company to move into the production of chrome plating for automobiles. 
When the auto companies began to take production in house, companies such as Ireland & 
Matthews quickly dissolved. The company left the riverfront in 1917. 
 
The complex of buildings Ireland & Matthews constructed to house their operation is very 
similar to that of Northern Engineering Works. Ireland & Matthews had a U-shaped complex 
                                                            
7 Frontier Iron and Brass Works also manufactured water heaters, purifiers, and “weber” gate valves that evolved 
into the Weber lawn fountain. 
8 A Northern Engineering Works crane was found in the Dry Dock Engine Works building (see HAER MI-330) 
during the summer 2002 HAER documentation project. 
9 R.L. Polk & Company, Detroit City Directory (1903) and Detroit City Directory (1915). 
10 The building has been nicely cleaned and updated and houses an upscale restaurant and office space. The addition 
of an elaborate cornice is not in keeping with its industrial character though. 
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with large narrow windows. The industrial nature of their design left little in the way of 
decoration except for the typical brick corbelling at the stringcourses and roofline. As companies 
like Ireland & Matthews grew, additions were sometimes haphazard and did not always match 
the original construction. The use of new building materials or construction techniques often 
produced a crazy-quilt effect of different size and shape windows, colors of brick, and structural 
proportions. 
 
There are three extant buildings on the riverfront that housed the production of automobiles. 
Ross & Young Machine Company built a factory at 3000 East Jefferson Avenue in 1912. The 
1915 city directory lists them as automobile manufacturers, and by 1916, they had become Ross 
Auto Company. At the same time, the Detroit Starter Company and Burton & Lowry, auto 
painters, shared occupancy of the structure. As was common in the early years of the industry, 
Ross & Young expanded too quickly and was bankrupt by 1918. Because of the building’s steel-
frame design with large expanses of window walls (the preferred design for factories), this 
structure easily accommodated the Fisher Body Corporation when they established Plant 17 there 
that same year. Fisher remained in the building until General Motors purchased the company in 
1921. The building was vacant during the remainder of the 1920s, and the first floor façade 
facing Jefferson Avenue was altered to attract retail business. This alteration, plus the bricking in 
of many of the window walls, has compromised the building’s integrity, otherwise, it would be a 
handsome example of an early twentieth-century steel-frame industrial building. 
 
The prominent Detroit architectural firm Smith, Hinchman & Grylls designed a factory at 1938 
Franklin for the Pressed Steel Sanitary Manufacturing Company, a steel bathtub producer, in 
1907. The one-story structure is a fine example of early twentieth-century industrial architecture 
with large banks of window walls and a substantial roof monitor. As prolific and successful as 
they were, Smith, Hinchman & Grylls were slightly behind the times when it came to factory 
design. Prior to this period they were primarily concerned with residential and institutional 
projects. Their predecessor, Field, Hinchman & Smith, designed Ford Motor Company’s 
Piquette Avenue Plant in 1904 using mill construction of heavy timber posts and beams, while at 
the same time, Albert Kahn was experimenting with reinforced-concrete construction. Soon, 
Smith, Hinchman & Grylls would be incorporating steel framing into their structures as they 
received more industrial commissions. The Pressed Steel Company building utilized both 
construction techniques. It has the exterior look of heavy brick construction, but the large narrow 
windows have been replaced with window walls, which is evidence of iron steel supports on the 
interior. 
 
The former bathtub factory must have seemed like the perfect place for EMF Company to set up 
a stamping mill for automobile bodies in 1910. When they merged with Studebaker Corporation 
in 1911, this building became Plant 5, their primarily steel stamping department. In 1912, 
Studebaker hired Coddington Engineering Company to construct a brick factory directly to the 
east, probably because they felt the need to expand after the merger. The three-story steel-frame 
brick factory sits in stark contrast to its one-story neighbor. Large banks of steel sash window 
walls and high ceilings allowed for great amounts of natural daylight, and the addition of steel 
framing made for large expanses of workspace within the interior. 
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In June 1913, this plant was one of three Studebaker plants to stage the first important 
automobile strike in Detroit. Under the leadership of the Industrial Works of the World (IWW), 
some 6,000 autoworkers marched from plant to plant to protest the progressively increasing 
speed of the production lines and excessively long work hours. This strike shattered the 
preconceived notion, supported by the press, that labor conditions in Detroit were ideal.11 
 
Studebaker Corporation remained in these two buildings until 1919. This is significant because 
of all the pre-1920 extant buildings on the riverfront, these two have the longest affiliation with 
one automobile company. 
 
As of summer 2002, Detroit’s East Riverfront has changed dramatically from its industrial roots. 
An area that began as a haven for the manufacture of stoves, pharmaceuticals, tobacco, and 
shipbuilding (among other industries) because of its proximity to the Detroit River has 
deteriorated into a wasteland of abandoned warehouses and dilapidated factories and storefronts. 
The number of buildings that have survived is a testament to the local efforts of concerned 
citizens to save the structures despite the city’s attempt to use them in another failed urban 
renewal project. On a larger scale, the remaining structures still manage to represent the 
evolution of industry on the riverfront, but more importantly, to Detroit, they are able to tell the 
story of the development of the automobile industry from shipbuilding to support industry to 
automobile production. 
 
Saloons, Social History, Car Dealerships, and Albert Kahn 
In order to provide a more complete picture of Detroit’s automobile heritage, four thematic 
associations were chosen for closer study: saloons, labor and social organizations, automobile 
dealerships, and Albert Kahn. Buildings along East Jefferson Avenue reflect each of these 
themes. Previous scholarship, such as the Jefferson Avenue Study undertaken by the City of 
Detroit’s Historic Designation Advisory Board, has looked at Jefferson Avenue as primarily an 
upper-class residential area lined with mansions that gradually shifted to mixed use. It is true that 
today, in the section of Jefferson Avenue covered by this survey, no buildings serve as single-
unit dwellings. Yet, the assortment of buildings standing on Jefferson today presents a well-
rounded version of Michigan’s automotive history. 
 
At the turn of the century and during the first decades of the twentieth century, the Detroit East 
Riverfront was home to industries that aided and supported Detroit’s automotive dominance. 
These industries in turn required and spurred additional development. Before the automobile era, 
factory employees lived near their work and consequently needed nearby commercial services. 
At the turn of the twentieth century, the twelve blocks of Jefferson Avenue from Mt. Elliott to 
Baldwin Avenue (outside the subject district) were lined with commercial buildings, with the 
most popular being the saloon.12 For example, the buildings that today house Club Abyssinia 
(built in 1914) and the International Bazaar Boutique (built in 1902) both function as pre-
Prohibition saloons. In the same stretch of commercial buildings stood the American Tap Brush 
Company, which provided cleaning supplies specifically for bars. Drinking was a significant part 

                                                            
11 Philip S. Foner, History of the Labor Movement in the United States, vol. 4, The Industrial Workers of the World, 
1905-1917 (New York: International Publishers, 1965), 386. 
12 Jefferson Avenue Study, City of Detroit Historic Designation Advisory Board, 1980, 25. 
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of daily life in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. In 1884, there were close to 
ninety saloons in the district covered by this survey. They were patronized both by the 
aforementioned factory workers, and by sailors who found their way up from the docks along the 
Detroit River. It was not common for women to drink in public places until Prohibition, which 
began in Michigan in 1918 and lasted until 1933. By 1928, more than 25,000 illegal saloons 
were in operation in Detroit. Former saloons transformed themselves into soda shops, billiards 
halls, and restaurants, sometimes serving drinks on the side. Other former saloons merely 
appeared vacant, while in actuality they were still carrying on a thriving business. For example, 
Club Abyssinia became a soda shop and then a beer garden. On the other hand, the building that 
houses the International Bazaar Boutique served briefly as a restaurant and then became home to 
a variety of small enterprises. The Detroit River was a key smuggling route for liquor during 
Prohibition, and the proximity of the waterway allowed many saloons on the riverfront to operate 
as notorious “blind pigs” (illegal bars), such as the former Woodbridge Tavern and the Rhino.13 
Acknowledging the widespread defiance of the eighteenth amendment, it seems likely that many 
more blind pigs operated in the East Riverfront district. 
 
As popular as frequenting saloons was during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 
so was the phenomenon of joining groups, both social and occupational. East Jefferson Avenue 
has examples of both. On the same block as Club Abyssinia stands a building known as 
Wadsworths. Built in 1898 as a post office, it later housed the headquarters of the Stove 
Mounters International Union and the Stove Mounters & Range Workers Journal in 1914. This 
was a logical site as the world’s largest manufacturers of stoves were located on the Detroit 
riverfront.14 There were several social organizations located along East Jefferson as well, but the 
most unique is the Players Club.15 Organized as an all-male amateur theatrical group in 1910, the 
group decided to build its own clubhouse and theater in 1925. In the Arts and Crafts tradition, 
several designers collaborated on the project. Club members William E. Kapp and H.J. Maxwell 
Grylls of Smith, Hinchman & Grylls provided plans for the building, with additional 
contributions from Corrado Parducci, a stone sculptor, and Paul Honore, a muralist. The building 
also features Pewabic Pottery tilework, interior painting by Thomas diLorenzo and John Coppin, 
and ironwork by Oscar Bach. An interesting connection to the automobile industry is that Edsel 

                                                            
13 At least fifteen extant buildings in the survey were pre-Prohibition saloons. In addition to the four mentioned 
above, there were: Jacoby’s Tavern at 624 Brush; Sweetwater Tavern at 400 East Congress; Andrews Brothers at 
201 Jos. Campau; Schweizer’s at 260 Schweizer Place; Soup Kitchen Saloon at 1585 Franklin; the Jubelo Saloon at 
2625 Atwater (now part of Northern Engineering Works); Lafayette Tool & Die Company at 261 St. Aubin; the 
former Ma’s Place at 271 St. Aubin; Stoney Creek Brewing Company at 225 Jos. Campau; Dunleavy’s at 267 Jos. 
Campau; and a saloon at 635 Beaubien. 
14 Labor organizations have continued to be located in the area. In 1976, the Oil, Chemical, and Atomic Workers had 
a Local on Jefferson Avenue. The UAW Daimler-Chrysler Training Center was built in the 1970s. In recent years, 
UAW-GM has constructed its Center for Human Resources on Wight, and the Michigan Federation of Teachers has 
constructed a building on Jefferson. Even the Detroit AIA headquarters are located on Jefferson. 
15 Other social clubs still located in the area are the Detroit Racquet Club, the University Club, and the Yondatega 
Club (relocated to Jefferson Avenue with the construction of the Chrysler Freeway). The St. Andrews Benevolent 
Society housed a number of social organizations for Scottish Americans before its building became a performance 
hall. 
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B. Ford was one of ten members of the club who each pledged $10,000 to guarantee the bank 
loan on the building.16  
 
Another building with both artistic and historical merit is the Brodhead Naval Armory. Designed 
by William Stratton and built in 1929-30, its interior contains Pewabic tile and boasts a great 
collection of Works Progress Administration murals and frescoes. The site has significance as 
the location of the Michigan Yacht and Power Company, the creator of the reliable gas engine 
that spurred Detroit’s dominance in the automobile industry. Several early car companies were 
also located on the site, but no trace of these structures remains. The Naval Armory was built to 
house the Naval and Marine Corps Reserves, organizations that evolved from the Michigan 
Naval Militia. During the Spanish-American War of 1898, the Michigan Naval Militia (also 
known as the “champagne preserves” and the “millionaire navy”) included such men as J. Walter 
Drake, who later headed Detroit’s Hupp Motor Car Company, and Henry B. Joy, who later 
moved the Packard Motor Car Company to Detroit. The dedication of the armory on October 6, 
1930, was a gala event attended by Detroit’s social elite and planned by Henry Joy’s wife, Helen, 
and other wives of Michigan Naval Militia veterans.17 
 
Prior to the construction of the Brodhead Naval Academy, one home of the Detroit Naval 
Reserves was located at 409 East Jefferson Avenue. This building now houses the DuMouchelle 
Art Galleries. Built in 1902 and owned by Henry Joy, the building has additional significance as 
the site of Detroit’s first independent auto dealership.18  
 
Auto dealerships are a ubiquitous part of the Jefferson Avenue landscape today. Multiple 
secondary sources have stated that the Vigliotti Realty building housed a Packard dealership for 
several decades, but research in city directories, building permits, and insurance maps has not 
been able to prove this. Many auto dealerships were built in the 1920s, such as the former 
Jefferson Seymour Cadillac-GM buildings, which originally sold Pierce-Arrow as well as 
Cadillac. The building that now houses Jefferson Chevrolet-GM began in 1920 as a seventy-five 
car garage. Two years later, it was converted into an auto dealership. Fire truck sales took place 
here in the 1940s, and in 1955, a cantilevered accordion overhang was added. In 1964, 
Downtown Ford built a counterpart to the building currently occupied by Riverside Used Cars. 
With its seven interconnected and cantilevered barrels across its façade, Downtown Ford chose 
the most modern and stylish design of the time in order to attract new customers. For 100 years, 
automobiles have been sold on East Jefferson Avenue, and each of the buildings used for selling 
autos has been designed with the idea of attracting customers. The style chosen for each building 
reflects the values of the business’ target audience. For instance, the corner building portion of 
Jefferson Seymour Cadillac-GM that originally sold Cadillacs has a classical cornice with egg-
and-dart molding and modillion blocks. Right next door, in an Art-Deco-style building built 
within a few years of its neighbor, the Pierce-Arrow Company sold its cars. Cadillac, named 
after the founder of Detroit, seemed to be looking back to its roots, while Pierce-Arrow, famous 

                                                            
16 Thomas Brunk and R.O. Christensen, “The Players,” National Register of Historic Places Inventory Registration 
Form, 1987. 
17 Mark Hacala, “Detroit Naval Armory,” National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, 1994. 
18 “Jefferson Avenue Study,” p. 3. 
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for breaking speed records and extreme luxury, chose the linear Art Deco style to point to the 
future. 
 
In the case of the dealerships, audience determined architectural style. In the case of Albert 
Kahn, architectural style was determined by use. Two buildings on Jefferson designed by Kahn 
are the Garden Court Apartments and the central tower addition of the Stearns building. Kahn is 
famous for his association with Henry Ford, having designed over a thousand buildings for Ford 
including the Highland Park and River Rouge plants. Kahn believed that factories should be well 
lit, utilitarian, and devoid of ornament. Built in 1919, the eight-story tower in the former 
courtyard of the Stearns Building displays this design principle. Rather than making a 
sympathetic addition to blend with William Stratton’s 1899 Jacobean-style pharmaceutical 
manufactory, Kahn created a completely practical addition with large windows and sparse 
ornamentation. Yet when he designed the Garden Court Apartments in 1915 for J. Harrington 
Walker, the son of distiller Hiram Walker, Kahn chose a Neo-Classical Revival style for the 
nine-story apartment building and incorporated the modern technology of reinforced concrete 
with decorative elements like cornices, balustrades, and bay windows. Kahn considered usage of 
such architectural styles acceptable for residences and public institutions.19 
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Appendix A: Map of East Riverfront Survey Area 
 

 
Based on a 1911 Detroit Street Map. 
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Appendix B: Select Inventory of Buildings  
 
EAST RIVERFRONT SURVEY AREA 
 
PRE-1920 INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS 
1440-50 East Woodbridge 
Description: This north facing one-story brick garage/warehouse was constructed in 1917 for 
the Young Brothers Company for $1,800. The building measured 28' wide x 96' long x 9' tall. 
Built on lot 26 of the Guoin Farm, PC 12, it was vacant by 1922 according to that year’s Sanborn 
map. The north elevation consists of one large truck doorway with a wood sliding door with 
windows. Currently the facade is heavily overgrown, which obscures some decorative brick at 
the roofline. 
Significance: No information could be found on Young Brothers Company. 
References:  
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; City of Detroit building permit #13775, April 
6, 1917; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City Directory, 1920 
 
1501 East Woodbridge 
Description: David Construction Company constructed the southwest facing two-story brick 
garage/bottling plant in 1917 for William J. Young for $10,000. Dimensions were 50' wide x 60' 
long x 25' high. It was built on lot 42 of the Riopelle Farm. The building is faced with cream-
colored bricks that have browned with age. The first floor structural system uses iron columns 
while the second floor uses timber posts. The south elevation consists of three bays separated by 
brick pilasters. There are three truck doors on the lower level, which are currently boarded up, 
and three replacement windows on the second level. A stringcourse of soldier bricks tops the 
garage doors and windows. Concrete is used for the windows sills and as coping on the parapet 
walls. The west elevation has four bays of windows on the second level and no pilasters. 
Significance: This building housed a Coca-Cola bottling plant beginning in 1917, which was the 
only known bottling plant on the riverfront. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; City of Detroit building permit #17385, July 
25, 1917; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
1508-18 East Woodbridge 
Description: A. E. French built these north facing two-story red brick buildings in 1886 and 
1896 for residential use. They were erected on lot 38 of the Riopelle Farm, PC 13. The buildings 
remained residential until ca. 1905 when the Murray Cartage Company (moving, hoisting of 
heavy equipment, safes and monuments) set up shop. Simon Rosenzweig operated a metal/junk 
shop ca. 1915-20, and then M. Schneider & Company used the buildings for scrap metal storage. 
A second story was added to the building at 1518 Woodbridge in 1917, and both buildings were 
expanded to fill the entire lot sometime before 1922. 
 Even though there was a ten-year span between the construction of each building, they 
are mirrors of each other, with only a slight variation in brick color, and share a party wall. The 
north elevation of each consists of three bays with one doorway and two window openings on the 
lower level and three window openings on the second level. No glass remains in the windows, 
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and several have been boarded up. Each window has a stone sill and decorative brickwork above 
each opening. The buildings are topped with a corbelled cornice and currently have metal coping 
on the parapet walls. 
Significance: This is one of the oldest brick residential units surviving on the riverfront, south of 
East Jefferson Avenue.  
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; City of Detroit building permit #5909A, 
October 10, 1917; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City Directories; Baist’s Real Estate 
Atlas of Detroit, 1896, 1906, 1915 
 
2144 East Woodbridge 
Description: This north facing brick building with iron columns was constructed partially ca. 
1903 (two story section) and 1911 (one story addition). Built on block 6, lot 6 of the St. Aubin 
Farm, PC 14, it was called the Woodbridge Garage. 
 The north elevation of the two-story building consists of one truck doorway with a metal 
overhead door on the west end. Two window openings have been bricked up on the lower level 
but a single wyth of embossed brickwork outlines the tops of the windows. The upper level has a 
central loading doorway with wooden doors. Two bricked-in windows flank the doorway, which 
is surrounded by decorative brickwork. This portion of the building has a gable roof with asphalt 
shingles and a brick chimney. The north elevation of the one-story brick 1911 addition has one 
bricked-in window and one wood doorway. The same decorative brickwork outlines the tops of 
the windows and doorway as on the 1903 structure. Both buildings have been completely painted 
red to match the other buildings on the block now belonging to Detroit Chemical Supply 
Company 
Significance: W.J. Chatterson operated a garage on this site beginning in 1911. Woodbridge 
Garage opened in 1913 and proprietor Rudolf H. Schmittdiel advertised his services: “Gasoline 
and electric cars repaired and stored. Complete line of automobile accessories. Used automobiles 
bought and sold.” 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; City of Detroit 
building permit #498A, June 5, 1911; Detroit City Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of 
Detroit, 1915 
 
2922-2950 East Woodbridge 
Description: This north-facing brick factory was constructed in 1912, and a second story was 
added in 1955. The original one-story factory of Hygeia Filter Company, manufacturers of water 
filters of all sizes and capacities, was designed by Smith, Hinchman & Grylls and constructed for 
around $9,000. Dimensions were 90' wide x 120' long x 24' high. Brown & Morris Company, 
manufacturers of machine tools, took occupancy in 1920. 
 The building was constructed with four rows of wood posts and brick bearing walls, 
wood and cement floors, and an 8' raised monitor of frame construction. The flat composition 
roof had brick parapet walls with concrete coping, which now acts as a stringcourse to separate 
the two stories. The north elevation consists of eight recessed bays with steel sash windows on 
the ground level. The pilasters have decorative brickwork ending at the corbelled brick cornice. 
A canopy supported by wood brackets covers the main doorway. There is one truck doorway 
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with a metal overhead door. The second story is of a much simpler design. It consists of sixteen 
fixed picture windows with concrete sills and embossed brickwork on the pediment. The second 
story was only added to the northern elevation, allowing the raised monitor to remain. 
Significance: This is one of two pre-1920 industrial buildings still standing on the riverfront that 
were designed by prolific Detroit architects Smith, Hinchman & Grylls. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; City of Detroit building permits #194, 
February 16, 1912, and #55872, June 29, 1955; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1915 
 
3102-04 East Woodbridge 
Description: This north facing two-story brick and timber post building was constructed in 1911 
for Detroit Standard Gear Company for an estimated $5,700 on Willis subdivision, lot 13 of the 
McDougall Farm. The building originally measured 38' wide x 90' long x 28' high. A brick 
addition was constructed to the east between 1932 and 1934. 
 The north elevation consists of six bays separated by brick pilasters. All windows and 
doors on the lower level have been bricked in. There are paired steel sash windows on the second 
level and a corbelled brick cornice. The parapet walls are topped with stone coping. The addition 
is faced with a darker red brick and has five bays. The even bays hold truck doorways and are 
flanked by brick pilasters. The odd bays originally had steel sash window walls, which have been 
bricked in. The upper level has steel sash windows in each bay. 
Significance: After Detroit Standard Gear Company moved out ca. 1915, the building was used 
as a warehouse for foundry supplies on the first floor with a machine and stamping shop on the 
second floor. In 1919, Hanney Stamping Works, Osborn Manufacturing Company (brushes), and 
Alf T. Wagner (foundry supplies) shared the building. The building is representative of small-
scale manufacturing along the riverfront. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; City of Detroit 
building permit #2969, August 11, 1911; Detroit City Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of 
Detroit, 1915 
 

3294 Woodbridge 
Description: This east facing two-story brick garage with iron columns was constructed for the 
Michigan Stove Works in 1910 at an estimated cost of $15,000. John Scott & Company designed 
the building, and it was constructed by Henry Carew on lot 10-13 of the George Hunt Farm. The 
dimensions were 90' wide x 90' long x 26' high. The garage is bound by Adair to the east, 
Woodbridge to the north, and Franklin to the south. 
 The east elevation consists of thirteen one-over-one wood sash windows on the second 
level. Truck doorways with overhead doors are placed on the north and south elevations with 
similar wood sash windows above. The arcaded brick cornice has been left in its natural brick 
state, but the rest of the building has been painted. The parapet walls have a metal coping. 
Significance: This building is the last remnant of the Michigan Stove Works Company, one of 
the earliest established industrial businesses to locate on the riverfront. 
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References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; City of Detroit 
building permit #2681, September 26, 1910; Detroit City Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas 
of Detroit, 1906, 1915 
 
1423 Franklin 
Description: This south facing four-story brick warehouse was constructed for the Reliable 
Furniture & Carpet Company in 1912 for approximately $10,000. Franklin W. Latham and John 
Brown purchased the land, formerly lot 20 of the Guoin Farm. The building’s dimensions were 
54' wide x 100' long x 49' high. The Reliable Furniture Company remained until the 1920s, 
although there was a fire that required reconstruction of the building. The first floor was used for 
shipping, receiving, and polishing, while the remaining floors were for storage.  
 The south elevation consists of four bays. The elevator is located in the blind bay, while 
the other three bays are identical on the upper floors and have steel sash windows with stone 
sills. There is a loading dock, a pair of one-over-one wood sash windows, and a walkthrough 
doorway with a wooden door and awning. Embossed decorative brickwork creates a cornice 
above which lies terra-cotta tile coping on the parapet wall. 
Significance: This is a typical, early twentieth-century brick warehouse that was built on the 
riverfront. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; City of Detroit 
building permits #3865, September 14, 1912, and #2206A, September 14, 1918; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1915 
 
1454-74 Franklin 
Description: Architect Richard E. Raseman constructed this north facing four-story brick factory 
in 1892 for Theodore H. Eaton & Son, manufacturers of chemicals and dye stuff, for the 
estimated cost of $15,000. The 51' wide x 106' deep factory was built on lots 13 and 14 of the 
Guoin Farm. A two-story brick addition was added directly east sometime between 1906 and 
1915 on lot 24 of the Riopelle Farm.  
 The north elevation of the four-story structure consists of three bays. The lower level has 
a bricked-in main entrance flanked by two loading docks. The second and third levels have a 
central bay of two-story tall arched window openings flanked by two levels of bricked-in 
window openings with stone sills. A stone stringcourse separates the third and fourth floors. Four 
brick pilasters separate two paired and one triple window bays. Slightly embossed brickwork 
decorates the cornice. The two-story addition has four bays of paired segmental arch window 
openings with stone sills and two-over-two metal sash replacement windows, which sit upon a 
brick stringcourse. The lower level consists of two loading docks and two odd-sized wood 
framed windows. There is replacement brick on this elevation. 
Significance: Theodore H. Eaton operated a drug store on Woodward before going into the 
chemical and dye business in 1892. The company was originally named Theodore H. Eaton & 
Son until 1915 when the company expanded and became Eaton-Clark Company. The company 
also operated the Rainbow & Chemical Company at the same address. In 1967, the name was 
changed to the Eaton Chemical Corporation. The building was then sold to Stanley Merman; 
Ralph Stone purchased it in 1979 and opened the Stone Soap Company. 
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References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1896, 1906, 1915; City of Detroit building 
permit #2032, November 29, 1892 
 
1552-60 Franklin 
Description: This north facing one-story brick warehouse was constructed in 1914 for Louis 
Dann & Sons junk and metal dealers for the estimated cost of $7,500. It was built on block 8, lot 
5 of the DeQuindre Farm. Dimensions were 30' wide x 20' high. A one-story brick factory 
addition, measuring 25' wide x 84' long x 20' high, was added directly east in 1919 on lot 4 of the 
DeQuindre Farm for $5,000. Both structures are common brick construction with facing brick on 
the public elevations. Each has undergone extensive remodeling and repairs. 
 The 1914 construction has three bays with four pilasters on stone bases that extend to a 
crenulated roofline with stone coping. Stone medallions and shields decorate the façade. The 
addition carries the same style pilasters but with no symmetry. Each building has framed monitor 
roofs. Wood-frame windows were added when the building became a restaurant sometime in the 
1980s. 
Significance: The building as a whole has little integrity since there has been so much 
remodeling, but it exemplifies the small industrial building that was once common on the 
riverfront during the 1920s.  
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1915; City of Detroit building permits #60, 
January 8, 1914, and #4699, March 11, 1919 
 
1986-88 Franklin 
Current Description: Thomas Fairbairn & Company built this north facing two-story brick 
factory in 1900 for the Hayes File Company on block 4, lot 9 of the St. Aubin Farm. Mirvan 
Hayes I purchased this property in 1900 and moved his file factory from West Fort Street, where 
it had been in operation since 1870. The building still houses the Hayes File Company today and 
manufactures steel tool files and specialty knives. 
 The north elevation consists of a simple facade punctuated by three window openings 
with brick sills on the upper level, and two window openings with brick sills and one doorway on 
the lower level. The lower level windows have been filled with glass block, and the upper level 
windows have aluminum-frame replacements. Each window opening is topped by a French arch. 
The roofline is accented with brick corbelling and a parapet with stone coping. A one-story brick 
garage with metal overhead was added directly east in the 1940s. 
Significance: Historically, this building is remarkable because it has remained in its original use 
for over 100 years. It is also a fine example of the small-scale industrial building that 
characterized the riverfront at the turn of the century, although there have been many alterations 
and additions over the years. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1906, 1915 
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2000 Franklin 
Description: This north facing two-story brick factory was constructed in 1901 for the G.B. 
Essex Brass Company for approximately $4,500. Boyd & Dawson built the structure on block 4, 
lot 8 of the St. Aubin Farm. George B. Essex purchased the property for $15,000 from Francis 
St. Aubin. The Essex Brass Corporation, successor of Essex Brass Company, produced high-
grade red brass castings, lubricating devices, and water gauges. The company is still doing 
business in Warren, Michigan. The Hayes Grinding Service, located next door, bought the 
property in 1978. 
 The north elevation has segmental arched windows, corbelling, and three bays divided by 
pilasters. The windows are six-over-six wood-frame sash with security screens on the lower 
ones. 
Significance: Detroit was second in the nation for the production and manipulation of brass, 
including rolling and casting. The G.B. Essex Brass Company building was one of the last 
structures on the riverfront that housed such manufacturing operations. The building itself is 
important as an example of one of the few remaining moderately sized, early twentieth-century 
light-industrial structures on the riverfront. The structure has had little to no alterations to the 
exterior over the years. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1906, 1915 
 
2013 Franklin 
Description: This south facing two-story brick factory was constructed in 1920 for realtor Louis 
Duscoff for approximately $16,500. H.T. Miller built the 48' wide x 90' long x 30' high structure. 
Duscoff leased the property to the Michigan Waste and Bag Company and Michigan Glass 
Company, managed by Herman Cohen. Cohen was finally able to purchase the property in 1940. 
The building also housed the Watkins Nut Company in 1920. 
 The south elevation has facing brick over a common brick structure, and all window 
openings have been blocked in. There are two loading docks on the east end and a central 
walkthrough doorway. Geometric flat brickwork graces the spandrel between the stories. A one-
story concrete-block garage faced in brick that was probably a later addition is attached to the 
west. A short metal canopy runs the length of the facade above the second-floor window 
openings. 
Significance: The Michigan Waste & Bag Company was probably the only one of its type on the 
riverfront. The company manufactured cotton cloth and burlap bags and were dealers in sanitary 
wiping cloths.  
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; City of Detroit building permit #1159, February 27, 1920 
 
2130 Franklin 
Description: This north facing one- and two-story brick warehouse was constructed in 1908 for 
F.H. Goddard Inc., contractors, for material and tool storage. The brick and timber post structure 
was 100' wide x 200' long x 14' high and cost about $2,800. It was situated on block 5, lots 4-8 of 
the St. Aubin Farm. F.H. Goddard Inc. remained at this site at least through the 1920s. Standard 
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Forge moved into the building in the 1960s and added a concrete-block structure directly to the 
east. 
 The north elevation consists of a two-story building centered between two one-story 
buildings. The one-story facades have two bays of steel sash windows and simple brick 
corbelling at the roofline. The central structure has a truck doorway with metal overhead door 
and a bank of steel sash windows above, a walkthrough doorway with a metal canopy on the east 
end, and three bays of window openings on the west end that previously had wooden sash 
windows but have been reconfigured to accommodate smaller replacement windows. Behind this 
facade is a monitor with steel sash windows that extends south the entire length of the building. 
Significance: Little information has been found on F.H. Goddard Inc. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1915; City of Detroit building permit #2359, 
November 11, 1908 
 
2664 Franklin 
Description: This three-story reinforced-concrete structure was built in two parts. The first floor 
was built in 1916 for F.L. Jacobs (welders) for the estimated cost of $30,000 by the Otto Misch 
Company. The second and third floors were built in 1921 for Parke-Davis and Company. The 
building dimensions were 105' wide x 203' long. Parke-Davis and Company used the building as 
a raw stock warehouse. The north and west elevations are covered with corrugated-steel siding, 
installed by current occupants Franklin Furniture Inc. in 1986. The reinforced-concrete 
construction of the south and east elevations is exposed, and there are steel sash window walls 
and interior mushroom columns. 
Significance: The building is a good example of the reinforced-concrete construction that 
became a common building technique for industrial structures in the early years of the twentieth 
century. As Parke-Davis and Company expanded its business concerns in the pharmaceutical 
field, they either took over existing buildings or built new buildings in the area. This building is a 
good example of that practice. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; City of Detroit building permits #7436, September 7, 1916; #8481A, June 30, 1921; 
and #38327, October 9, 1986 
 
Former Parke-Davis and Company Complex, River Place 
Significance: The Parke-Davis and Company pharmaceutical research and manufacturing plant 
complex is a fine example of industrial design, as well as the site of several pharmaceutical 
advancements.  
Reference: 
Carol Dubie and William G. MacRostie (revised and expanded from 1983 draft by Charles K. 
Hyde), “Parke-Davis and Company Pharmaceutical Plant,” National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form, 1985 
100 River Place 
Description: In 1926, the Detroit architectural firm of Smith, Hinchman & Grylls designed this 
four-story Northern Italian Renaissance Revival administrative office building for Parke-Davis 
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and Pharmaceutical Company. The hip roof is tile. The first floor is stylistically treated as a 
basement, while the other three floors are linked by the ornamentation of the fenestration. A 
substantial stone sill course runs around the building at the second floor. Brick and terra cotta 
panels separate the second through fourth floor openings vertically. The fourth-story fenestration 
has round polychromatic arches constructed of brick and stone, and these are connected by a 
narrow stone belt course. Pavilions project from the corners of the north and south facades, 
forming a subtle H-shape. A steel-framed, copper roofed bridge connects the second floor of this 
building to the building to the northeast. In the 1950s, the entire building received new windows. 
200 River Place 
Description: In 1903, Parke-Davis and Company built four, three-story brick buildings in a U-
plan. In 1907 they added a fourth floor to these buildings. The addition of a one-story reinforced-
concrete building in 1937 partially filled the courtyard formed by the original buildings. The 
Detroit architectural firm of [John M.] Donaldson & [Henry J.] Meier designed the 1903 
buildings, which have regular fenestration. The second stories have a sill course and segmental 
arched openings, and the third stories have round arched openings and connected brick 
archivolts. The 1907 fourth-story additions have a sill course and belt course. The three bays at 
the corners of the south and east facades form a slightly projecting pavilion with corner quoins. 
The pavilions’ third floor archivolts have keystones and spring blocks, while the second floor has 
no segmental arches. These buildings were converted into condominium lofts in 2002. 
300 River Place 
Description: The south portion of this six-story reinforced-concrete structure by Albert Kahn 
Associates was constructed in 1929, and the north part was added in 1938. Measuring 
approximately 580' x 320', the parallelogram-shaped building is the largest in the Parke-Davis 
complex. This early Modern structure has little ornamentation. A double stone course between 
the first and second floors and another stone course above the sixth floor window openings 
provide contrast with the façade of red brick. A 1984 rehabilitation installed small-paned 
industrial windows of eighty lights each, but a 1990s renovation replaced those with large fixed 
lights. The 1984 rehabilitation resulted in the application of brick sheathing to the exposed 
reinforced concrete of the west façade, and the installation of glass roofs to central light wells, 
which created two enclosed atria. This building originally housed the general pharmacy 
department and was used for pill, tablet, and other pharmaceutical manufacturing. 
400 River Place 
Description: These five connected buildings (originally numbered 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6) were built 
between 1911 and 1930 and form an irregular U-shape. The south and east buildings, by the 
Detroit architectural firm of Donaldson & Meier, date from 1911. The south façade measures 
about 310'. The 170' east façade has a stone archway over the main entrance with a projected 
keystone and the inscription “Parke Davis 1911.” This central bay also reaches a five-story 
height, while the rest of the building is four stories. A two-story west projecting wing was built 
in 1922, as well as a separate four-story building to the northwest. In 1930, an addition 
connected the separate building to the main structure, creating a solid north façade of about 300'. 
In 1941 and 1948, there were alterations to the north buildings that included removal of walls 
and floors to create larger interior spaces. A 175' brick cylindrical smokestack is attached to the 
1922 two-story addition. The sash windows of these buildings are usually nine-over-nine 
arrangement, but they are grouped in tripartite, paired, and single openings. There are stone sills, 
keystones, and segmental arches on the third floor, and sill courses on the first and fourth floors. 



DETROIT EAST RIVERFRONT SURVEY 
HAER MI-415 

(Page 22) 
 

Loading docks appear every third bay on the south façade. The building connects with 100 and 
300 River Place via bridges. The south and east buildings were originally used for capsule 
manufacturing and filling. The three north buildings were used as the Parke-Davis power plant. 
These buildings were converted to apartments in the 1990s. 
500 River Place 
Description: This is a collection of ten buildings built between 1891 and 1908, all designed by 
the Detroit architectural firm of Donaldson & Meier. The east end buildings are four stories, 
while the west end ones are three stories, and the grouping forms an irregular U-shape. The 
fenestration generally consists of pairs of four-over-four paired pivot windows, but tripartite and 
single groupings also occur. The first- and third-story openings are segmental arched with 
keystones. Brick pilasters with stone capitals, stone sills, decorative brickwork, and stone sill 
courses at the first and fourth stories add ornament. Bridges once connected these building to 300 
and 400 River Place, but they have been removed. In 1992, Redstone Architects converted these 
buildings into 247 residential rental units. These are the oldest existing buildings on the site and 
were used in basic pharmaceutical production, such as herb processing and packaging, milk of 
magnesia manufacturing, capsule manufacturing, and ampoule filling. 
1000 River Place 
Description: The main part of this heavily ornamented Classical Revival style brick building is 
three-and-one-half stories and was built in 1902 by the Detroit architectural firm of Donaldson & 
Meier. It measures approximately 60' x 160' and includes a first floor stone sill course and brick 
pilasters running between the sill course and the second floor cornice. Another set of pilasters 
run between the third floor sill course and cornice. Corner bays have quoins, keystones, and 
French arches. The projection of the south façade’s two-story entrance creates a balcony with a 
balustrade. A pediment supported by rusticated engaged columns surrounds the arched entrance. 
Albert Kahn Associates added a four-story east wing in 1941. The hipped roof is covered with 
tile, and there are shed dormers and a copper-roofed cupola. A small single-story red brick 
structure with stone banding and a monitor roof stands to the west of this building. Constructed 
in 1926, it served as a water intake screen house. 
 The buildings were designated a National Historic Landmark in 1976 and added to the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1985 as the first industrial laboratory in the United States 
specifically devoted to pharmaceutical research. 
 
Northern Engineering Works Plant, Guoin, Chene, and Atwater 
Significance: Architecturally, these structures could possibly be the oldest grouping of industrial 
buildings on the riverfront. Frontier Iron & Brass Works (1872-99) manufactured marine 
engines, which are believed to be a precursor to the automobile engine. According to the 1888 
city directory, under manager Thomas S. Christie, they also produced single, double, and triple 
stationary marine engines, feed water heaters and purifiers, “weber” gate values, “ward” patents, 
and hoop machinery. Northern Engineering Works began by manufacturing cranes and hoists, 
which were used in the shipping industry. Both companies played important roles in the 
movement of raw materials and goods along the Detroit River. Northern Engineering also 
claimed to produce automobile parts (transmissions and starters) between ca. 1910-15. 
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References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1896, 1906, 1915; City of Detroit building 
permits #820, June 15, 1890; #515, June 15, 1895; and #124, February 2, 1918 
210 Chene/2601 Atwater/2615 Atwater 
Description: This site was home to the Detroit Flax Company from 1865-72, but whether they 
built the structures that are there today is unclear. Frontier Iron & Brass Works, founded by 
Philbrick, Christie & Company, moved to the site in 1872. By 1884, according to that year’s 
Sanborn Map, three brick buildings had been constructed that still stand today – a one-story 
office (2601), a three-story machine shop (210), and a one-story blacksmith shop (2615). At this 
point the company was producing marine engines, water heaters, and the Weber lawn fountain 
under the name Christie & McGraff’s Frontier Iron Works, which was incorporated in 1885. The 
company was sold to Northern Engineering Works, manufacturers of cranes, hoists, and foundry 
machinery, for $64,000 in 1899. Accumulation of lots to the east along Atwater for expansion 
began in 1912. Buildings on these lots were incorporated into the complex as it grew. 
Pennsylvania Engine Corporation purchased Northern Engineering Company in 1967. 
 The west facing structure at 210 Chene began as a three-story brick machine shop. A 
fourth story was added by 1897, as well as three stories to the office at the corner of Atwater and 
Chene. This created one continuous structure along Chene. The west and south facades have 
uninterrupted rows of segmental arched window openings (currently all boarded up). There is a 
corbelled brick stringcourse between the third and fourth floor, evidence of the fourth-story 
addition. There is also a corbelled brick cornice.  
2600 Guoin/200 Chene 
Description: This north facing two-and-one-half-story brick building was constructed ca. 1896 
for the Frontier Iron & Brass Works as an erecting shop. It was built as an addition to 210 Chene 
and is bound by Chene to the west and Guoin to the north. Its steep gable roof allows for an 
unimpeded space on the interior with galleries around the sides. It later became a machine and 
boiler shop for the Northern Engineering Works.  
 Both facades have boarded up windows, and replacement brick seems to indicate the 
window openings were reconfigured at some point. The ghost of a painted sign for Northern 
Engineering Works at the gable end of the building on the north facade still remains. This facade 
is also overgrown with ivy. 
2614 Guoin 
Description: The north facing one- and two-story brick building was constructed ca. 1915 as 
infill for the Northern Engineering Works. It was used primarily as stock and assembling rooms. 
There was a traveling crane, and it also had two gabled monitor roofs. The north elevation had 
steel-frame sash windows and a truck doorway on the ground level. They are all now boarded up. 
Overgrowth of ivy has obstructed the second level. 
2626 Guoin/2625 Atwater 
Description: This north/south facing one- and two-story brick erecting shop was constructed in 
1918 for the Northern Engineering Works to replace the foundry building. Cooper-Widman 
Construction Company completed the building for approximately $15,000. The building housed 
an electric traveling crane suspended from a steel frame and truss gable roof. The south elevation 
consists of two rows of square framed window openings topped by a gable roof end. The 
remnant of a painted sign for Northern Crane can still be seen on the gable roof end. All 
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windows and door openings have been boarded up. A brick stringcourse separates the gable end 
from the base of the building.  
2666 Guoin 
Description: The building labeled the riveting shop faces north and runs parallel to Guoin. Built 
ca. 1910-20, the one-story structure has a brick base and earth floors, iron construction, and 
wood roof. The north elevation currently has steel sash windows that have been painted over, 
and there is a shed lean-to against the facade. The north facing one-story structure was built of 
fire-proof construction in 1910 using a steel frame, concrete roof, and brick curtain walls. The 
north elevation is overgrown with ivy but has a central doorway and boarded up windows. 
2633 East Atwater 
Description: This south facing two-story brick Victorian commercial building was constructed 
in 1883 for Louis Jubelo, who opened a saloon called Jubleo Saloon with a dwelling unit on the 
second floor. The estimated construction cost was $3,000. It was situated on block B, lot 2 of the 
Chene Farm. Frank Sprague bought the saloon in 1901 then sold it to Detroit Fire & Marine 
Insurance Company in 1909. The property sat vacant until Northern Engineering Works bought 
it in 1912 and turned it into a stock warehouse. A one-story addition was built to the east, and the 
first floor of the saloon was altered to resemble the addition with large window openings and 
brick pilasters. The second floor remained unchanged with three segmental arches and a 
corbelled cornice. The parapet wall has terra cotta tile coping. 
2645 East Atwater 
Description: This south facing two-story brick loading shed was constructed ca. 1920 with a 
second floor added ca. 1940 as infill for the Northern Engineering Works complex. The south 
elevation consists of a central truck doorway with a metal overhead door. A rusted sign overhead 
reads “Northern Engineering Works Shipping and Receiving.” Two large window openings flank 
the doorway, which are now boarded up. The ground level facade has the same stone capped 
piers as the building just to the west. The upper level is a blind wall. The parapet is capped with 
stone. 
2657-67 East Atwater 
Description: This south facing two-story concrete block/brick building was constructed in 1942 
as infill for the Northern Engineering Works complex. The roof is flat. The south elevation 
consists of a truck doorway with a metal roll-up door, a raised loading dock that has been 
boarded up, and a walkthrough doorway with steel door. This facade has no ornament. 
2675 East Atwater 
Description: Situated on block B/C, lot 6 of the Chene Farm, the south facing, two-story brick 
building was completed in 1895 for the Globe Iron Works. Detroit Furnace and Heater had taken 
over the property by 1897 and built a one-story frame storage building behind. Beginning in 
1901, the building also housed a variety of other types of industry, including: Detroit Automatic 
Stoker Company (1901), Massnick Manufacturing Company (1905), and Cummings & Moore 
(1915). Northern Engineering Works purchased the building in 1918 and used it for general 
storage. 
 The south elevation consists of five segmental arched window openings on the ground 
level and six square framed windows on the second level, all of which are boarded up. The main 
doorway at the east end has been altered from an arched opening to a square one. The parapet 
walls have metal coping. 
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2685 East Atwater 
Description: This south facing one-story brick building was constructed in 1890 for the Globe 
Foundry Company for approximately $2,000. The 40' wide x 100' long building is situated on 
block B/C, lot 7 of the Chene Farm. Globe Foundry Company manufactured gray iron castings 
and cast-iron building elements. Detroit Furnace & Heater purchased the property along with the 
Globe Iron Works next door ca. 1897. Northern Engineering Works later bought the building in 
1912 for general storage. The south elevation is plain brick except for one window opening 
centered on the building, which has since been boarded over. At some point between 1897 and 
1922, various-sized skylights replaced the monitor. 
 

 
 

Field photograph by Laura Janssen, 2002 
 
 
2699-2703 Guoin 
Description: This south facing three-story brick machine shop and foundry was constructed in 
1884 for Byram & Company Iron Works by Henry Carew & Company, contractor, for about 
$5,000. Situated on block D, lots 10-11 of the Chene Farm, the original dimensions were 108' 
wide x 50' deep x 38' high. It was eventually filled in from behind and is currently bound by 
Wight to the north. Byram & Company was the sole tenant until 1915. The building was 
configured with space for a machine shop, pattern storage, a 20-hp engine, and a one-story brick 
erecting shop with a monitor behind the three-story facade. Murray Company Exterminators 
bought the property in 1915 and remained the primary tenant through the 1950s, using the space 
mainly as storage and offices. 
 The south elevation consists of segmental arched window and door openings. There is a 
wood-frame bay window at the east end on the second floor (the 1897 Sanborn Map indicates 
there was another bay at the west end) and a corbelled cornice with brick dentils. A change in 
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brick color indicates that the two halves of the building were built at different times, but no other 
building permit was located. 
Significance: The building is representative of small-scale industrial architecture of its period. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1896, 1906, 1915; City of Detroit building 
permit #1338, November 3, 1884 
 
1469 East Atwater 
Description: The Detroit Citizens Street Railway Company began building a powerhouse on this 
site ca. 1890-95 to service the newly electrified streetcar system in the city. Detroit United 
Railway Company took over the Citizen’s Street Railway Company in 1901. The complex 
consists of two buildings. The one- and two-story brick structures were built on lots 8-10 of the 
Guoin Farm between Atwater and Guoin. They were constructed with a steel and iron truss 
system in order to maximize the amount of floor and ceiling space to house the equipment 
needed to generate power, such as boilers, engines, and stokers. The truss system is currently 
visible as both buildings are in a state of ruin. The south elevation still reveals the brick exterior 
of ten bays separated by brick pilasters. There is corbelling under the eaves between the bays. A 
one-story lean-to brick shed with seven bays is attached to this elevation. It is unclear when the 
Ambassador Steel Company set up shop in the buildings but it could be as early as the 1960s. 
The structures ceased being used as a powerhouse by the time electric streetcars had become 
obsolete in the 1950s. 
Significance: The building is significant in the transit history of Detroit. By 1922 Detroit had the 
largest municipally-owned transit system in the country. The Detroit City Railway Company 
began operating the city’s first horse-drawn street railway in 1863. By 1895 all streetcar routes 
were electrified, and in 1901, all streetcar companies were consolidated into the Detroit United 
Railway. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1896, 1906, 1915 
 
1471 East Atwater 
Description: The south facing four-story reinforced-concrete factory building was constructed in 
1909 for $50,000 by Albert A. Albrect Company for the Detroit Screw Works. The property was 
originally part of the Riopelle Farm and is bound by Atwater to the south and Guoin to the north. 
The building measured 80' wide x 200' long x 50' high. In 1915, two additional floors were 
added. Detroit Screw Works began as Detroit Machine Screw Works in 1877. The company had 
moved to the riverfront by 1895 and erected a three-story brick factory on the northwest corner 
of Atwater and Riopelle next to the Riverfront Hotel (both the original factory and the hotel have 
long since been demolished). 
 The former Detroit Screw Works factory is now in ruins. The south elevation consists of 
four bays and retains the majority of the brick cladding and decorative brickwork. The openings 
on the first two floors are currently filled with concrete block but these were probably once steel 
sash window walls, as evidenced in the upper floors. Five brick pilasters run the height of the 
building between the window bays and terminate at the slightly overhanging cornice with a 



DETROIT EAST RIVERFRONT SURVEY 
HAER MI-415 

(Page 27) 
 

parapet wall above. The spandrels are faced in brick, and the windows carry concrete sills. There 
are decorative brick capitals on the pilasters between the fourth and fifth floors. 
Significance: The building is an example of early reinforced-concrete fireproof construction. 
Albert A. Albrecht Company was a construction firm specializing in reinforced-concrete 
buildings. Other buildings designed by the firm included the Penobscot Building, the Masonic 
Temple, and the Morgan & Wright plant. The Detroit city directories of 1910-20 listed Detroit 
Screw Works as an automobile parts manufacturer. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; City of Detroit building permit #2831, 
November 13, 1909; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City Directories; Baist’s Real Estate 
Atlas of Detroit, 1896, 1906, 1915 
 
2655 East Atwater 
Description: This south facing two-story brick building was constructed ca. 1900 for George 
Symington and Arthur Henderson of the Detroit River Gasoline Engine Works. Around 1905, 
Henderson bought out his partner for $2,800 and established the Detroit River Iron Works. The 
building is situated on block B, lot 5 of the Chene Farm. Henderson operated the iron works with 
his sons well into the 1920s. The structure was never incorporated into the Northern Engineering 
Works complex even though it sits on the same block. Instead, Northern Engineering Works 
built around it. 
 The south elevation consists of three bays separated by brick pilasters. Each bay on the 
upper level has two segmental arched window openings with stone sills and six-by-six wood-
frame sash windows. The first floor has a truck doorway with a metal rollup door. The center bay 
has a walkthrough doorway. The west bay has two segmental arched windows, now boarded up. 
There is a corbelled brick cornice. A ghosted outline of both the company name and proprietor 
stretches the length of the structure between the floors and at the roofline. 
Significance: This is an example of a small-scale brick industrial building from the turn of the 
century. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1915 
 
261 St. Aubin/2024 Franklin 
Description: This northeast facing two-story brick store and dwelling was constructed in 1888 
for Herman Merker for about $4,000 using a design by architect H. Bloquelle. The building’s 
dimensions were 40' wide x 50' long. It was situated on block 4, lot 6 of the St. Aubin Farm. 
Merker opened a meat market that evolved into the H. Merker & Son grocery in 1901. Around 
1910, John D. Flannery operated a saloon in this building, but by 1915 the building was vacant. 
Giern & Anholtt Tool Works Inc. took over the property around 1917 and had a reinforced-
concrete addition built next door. The Riverside Machinery Depot took possession of the 
buildings around 1919. 
 The original 1888 structure consisted of two, two-story brick stores divided by a frame 
partition: one was used for a store, the other for a dwelling unit. The ground level of the east 
facade seems to have been completely rebuilt at some point as evidenced by the different brick. 
These windows are filled with glass block. The upper level has five segmental arched window 
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openings that sit on a stone stringcourse. The brick piers between the windows have stone 
collars, and there is a brick arcaded decorative element at the roofline. Stone coping tops the 
parapet walls. 
Significance: This may be one of the oldest buildings on the riverfront, although its integrity has 
been compromised by numerous renovations. There were many commercial businesses on the 
riverfront in the late nineteenth century, and small grocery stores, such as H. Merker & Son, 
catered to the working class who lived on Woodbridge and Franklin. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1896, 1906, 1915; City of Detroit building 
permit #532, April 18, 1888 
 
241 Chene 
Description: H. Carew & Company started construction of the two-story brick factory for the 
Lauhoff Bros. Roller Mill Works in 1882. The site was located on block 3, lots 9-12 of the 
Joseph Campau Farm. The original one-story structure was expanded with a second story in 
1892. Lauhoff primarily manufactured mill machinery for the likes of Parke-Davis and 
Company, who required fine tools such as pill cutters. For a short time in the late 1890s they also 
operated a tobacco works until that was surpassed in the early 1900s by a flaking mill that 
produced breakfast cereals. Today known as Lauhoff Corporation, the company mainly 
manufactures steel mill equipment, food machinery, and chemical processing machinery. 
 The structure, measuring 100' wide x 185' long, is divided into recessed bays by brick 
pilasters and has segmental arched window openings with a corbelled cornice. A one-story 
addition to the north, dating to the 1950s, has been used as a warehouse and garage. 
Significance: Lauhoff Corporation is one of the oldest companies in Detroit to be owned 
continuously by the same family. They have been located for 120 years on the riverfront. Charles 
Hyde speculates that the Lauhoff brothers, William, Frank and Joseph, were probably related to 
the Alexander Lauhoff family, operators of a flouring mill beginning in 1873. On their own, the 
Lauhoff Brothers were neither the first, nor most important innovators, but they were probably 
the only company using a flaking machine to produce breakfast cereals in Detroit in the early 
nineteenth century. The popularity of flaked cereals certainly helped the Lauhoff Brothers 
remain successful for many years. The building is typical of industrial architecture used by small 
machine shops and manufacturing operations in the late nineteenth century. 
References: 
De Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit 
City Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1896, 1906, 1915; Charles K. Hyde, “The 
Near East Riverfront: Its History and Historic Resources,” 1982 
 
211 Jos. Campau Avenue 
Description: This east facing two-story brick building was constructed ca. 1900. It was built 
after fire damaged a larger structure housing the Wolverine Paper Mill in 1897. The south end of 
the building was rebuilt as a two-story structure. Parke-Davis and Company used the building for 
a warehouse beginning in 1915. The current tenant, Pearce Boiler & Engineering Company, has 
been in business since 1908, but not at this site. The east elevation has segmental arched window 
openings on the second floor with one-over-one wood sash windows flanking a wood-frame 
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projecting bay. There is a loading dock with double wooden doors, a roman arched window with 
six-over-six single-hung windows (painted), and a walkthrough doorway with a segmental 
arched transom and wood door. Ghosting of other window configurations is apparent. The 
parapet wall has brick corbelling and terra cotta tile coping. 
Significance: It is unclear how much of the original 1881 structure was left after the fire of ca. 
1897. The building that stands today is another example of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century industrial building techniques. 
References: 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 
1896, 1906, 1915 
 
217-19 Jos. Campau Avenue 
Description: This east facing one-story brick building was originally built in 1881 for Bulldog 
Engineering for $12,000 on the Wesson Subdivision, block 2, lots 1-7 of the Jos. Campau Farm. 
The building housed paper manufacturers, including Wolverine Paper Manufacturing Company 
(1882), Denison Paper Manufacturers (1888), and St. Clair Paper Company (1890) until a fire 
damaged the building. After the structure was rebuilt, metal and iron works occupied the 
building, including the Detroit Metal & Heating Works (1901) and H.B. Lewis Iron Works 
(1905-10). Parke-Davis and Company used the building as a drug storage warehouse starting 
around 1915. 
 Paired segmental arched window openings with four-over-four wood-frame windows and 
truck doorways are situated on the south end of the east facade. There is a bank of steel sash 
windows on the north end. A corbelled brick cornice sits under the eaves. The north elevation 
has steel sash windows and a corbistepped parapet wall. 
Significance: It is unclear how much of the original 1881 structure was left after the 1897 fire. 
The building that stands today is another example of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century 
industrial building techniques. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1896, 1906, 1915; City of Detroit building 
permit #777, September 9, 1881 
 
284 Walker/3200-64 Woodbridge 
Description: These one- and two-story northwest facing brick factory buildings were 
constructed in two phases for the Detroit Woodoleum Company. In 1904, Boyd McKay erected a 
one-story brick manufactory at the rear of lot 15-21 of the B. Chapoton Farm for about $4,500. 
The factory was 35' wide x 209' long. In 1906, a two-story brick manufactory measuring 94' 
wide x 45' long was erected on lot 15-17 of the B. Chapoton Farm by A.C. Varney & Company 
for the estimated cost of $2,500. The complex of buildings is bound by Walker to the west, 
Woodbridge to the north, and Franklin to the south. Currently, all doors and windows have been 
bricked in, and the whole complex is painted. There is little decorative brickwork except for the 
corbelled cornice and corbelling above several window openings on the west elevation. The 
Detroit Woodoleum Company remained at this site through 1914. Detroit Oil Cloth Company 
took over the property, and the buildings housed Dean & Sherk, thread manufacturers, and the 
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Monarch Motor Car Company, cycle car works. It was sold to Buhl Land Company in 1917 and 
became dead storage and a private garage. 
Significance: The buildings are representative of small-scale manufacturing along the riverfront. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976;Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; City of Detroit 
building permits #1658, November 9, 1904, and #3106, December 21, 1906; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1906, 1915 
 
200-68 Iron 
Description: This southwest facing brick factory was constructed ca. 1890 for Michigan Bolt & 
Nut Works. The majority of the company’s factory complex was located south of Wight, but this 
one- and two-story building housing furnaces, an engine room, and vault was located north of 
Wight and Iron on the west. A long narrow monitor ran along the center of the structure for 
ventilation purposes, and the exterior had a brick base with metal siding. The Bolt & Nut Works 
had abandoned the building by 1920. Detroit Gray Iron Foundry Company took over the 
property and began a series of additions, namely a two-story brick pattern shop just to the north 
of the original furnace building. This building has seven bays with brick pilasters and window 
wall openings. The furnace building was upgraded to include steel-frame construction, concrete 
floors, and a metal roof deck with brick curtain walls. It was transformed into a warehouse when 
Global Metals Corporation moved into the building. Detroit Gray Iron Foundry Company 
purchased buildings at 282 and 292 Iron at a later date to expand their operations. 
Significance: The alterations to the 1890 building compromised its integrity, but its relation to 
the Michigan Bolt & Nut Works, one of the earliest industrial companies on the riverfront, is 
significant. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1896, 1906, 1915 
 
 
 
 
AUTOMOTIVE-RELATED BUILDINGS 
409 East Jefferson 
Description: Vinton & Company had this six-story red brick commercial structure sitting on a  
reinforced-concrete foundation built in 1902. The roof is flat. Fenestration is comprised of steel-
frame casement windows with sills. The sixth-floor windows have anise de panier openings. The 
south façade has three bays while the west façade has six. The first three floors have iron 
columns, while floors four through six have wood posts. City directories list the following 
occupants: 1909, Nicholson & Turner printers, Diamond Rubber Company, Electro Ad 
Company, Superior Cigar Manufacturing; 1914, Martin Motor Sales Company, RBL Company 
machines, Turner Printing Company, Detroit Naval Reserves, Phelps Manufacturing Company 
electric supplies, Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Company store room; 1931-32, 
Printing Crafts Building; 1941, Printing Crafts Building; and 1957, Schiller Display Fireworks 
Company. 
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Significance: According to the Jefferson Avenue Historic Resource Survey, this building was 
home to Detroit’s first independent automobile dealership in 1902. The 1922 Sanborn map refers 
to it as the W.J. Baird Machinery Company machine shop and warehouse.  
References: 
Jefferson Avenue Historic Resource Study, 1980; Detroit City Directories; Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps 
 
523-29 East Jefferson 
Description: This one-story brick building on a cement foundation stands 15'-4" tall. It has a 
concrete floor, a flat built-up roof, and cornice and parapets. Built in 1919, it housed the Owen 
and Moran Tire Companies in 1920-21 and the Reliable Slip Cover Company in 1931-32. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976 
 
577-79 East Jefferson 
Description: The Renaissance Deli is a three-story brick building (38' in height) that has been 
painted white. The foundation is stone. Dating from 1880, it has three bays on the south façade 
that are separated by pilasters. The second and third stories have stone sill courses. The third-
story window openings have stilted arches with keystones, and the second-story windows have 
segmental stilted arches with keystones. The cornice has been replaced with sheet metal, and the 
first floor has been clad in wood paneling. The flat metal roof supports a billboard and features a 
skylight. 
Significance: This building housed Brace & Hallirian in 1909; Frank Brace, undertaker in 1914; 
the Delaware Hotel, New Tire Stores, E.J. Bazzard batteries, and Rumohr Lyman in 1919; 
Moran Tile Company in 1931-32; Brazol Furniture Decorators in 1941; and the Gallions 
Restaurant in 1957. 
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
965 East Jefferson 
Description: This three-story Modern Style concrete-block building was built in 1958. The 
structure is faced in brick and has glass curtain walls. The foundation is reinforced concrete, and 
the flat roof is gypsum slab. The main facade has steel-frame ribbon windows with an alternating 
pattern of lights. Bands of panels horizontally separate the ribbon windows. There is a 
cantilevered roof over the glass entrance. Marble trim provides a decorative element. 
Significance:  The weekly publication Automotive News (founded by Slocum Publishing) 
formerly occupied this building. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
1557 East Jefferson 
Description: Formerly known as Downtown Ford, the Riverside Used Cars building was erected 
in 1964 with unprotected steel-frame construction. The roof of the showroom, which cantilevers 
over the south façade of the building, is formed by seven interconnected white barrel vaults. The 
windows of its showroom run across the façade from floor to ceiling and around both sides, with 
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a pair of double glass doors underneath the central barrel vault. The rear service wing has a 
garage entrance on both the east and west sides, as well as a regular-sized metal door on the east 
side. The service wing has eight windows on the east side and two on the west. 
Significance: The building is an example of automobile showrooms designed in the Modern 
style. The building shows both the transition of Jefferson Avenue from residential to commercial 
strip and Detroit’s dependence on the automobile. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
1833 East Jefferson 
Description: The Conyers Riverside Ford building was built in 1967 as a Ford dealership. One 
story with a basement, it has protected steel-frame construction. The roof is flat. The windows of 
the showroom run from nearly the floor to the ceiling. The glass door entrance is located on the 
southwest corner. The rear service wing has two garage entrances and twenty windows on the 
west façade. 
Significance: The building represents the transition of Jefferson Avenue from residential to 
commercial strip as well as Detroit’s dependence upon the automobile. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
1900 East Jefferson 
Description: The 1926 Jefferson Terminal Warehouse was built from Smith, Hinchman & 
Grylls designs. The walls are concrete block with steel framing and a stone façade. The 
foundation is concrete plinth. Its style is Art Deco with stone pilasters that extend above the roof. 
On the street façade, the pilasters separate five arches over groups of windows. This street 
façade, which has served as home to a Packard dealership, Pressed Metal Engineering tool 
designers, Smith-Corona typewriters, and Ralph Vigliotti Realty, is two stories. Because it is 
built into the ground, the rear is three story. Abandoned train tracks run along the west side of the 
structure, and there is a loading dock to allow trains to unload their wares. 
Significance: The building has served multiple transportation functions as both a Packard 
dealership and rail terminal.  
References: Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
2130 East Jefferson 
Description: The Jefferson Chevrolet building was built in 1949 of noncombustible steel-frame 
construction with an iron front. The showroom is one story with a curved northwest corner and 
entrance on the north facade. The rear service wing, two stories in height, has one garage 
entrance and six windows on the west side and one regular entrance on the east. The service 
wing windows have sashes, but the showroom windows are fixed and extend from nearly floor to 
ceiling. Both have steel frames. 
Significance: The building represents the transition of Jefferson Avenue from residential to 
commercial strip as well as Detroit’s dependence upon the automobile. 
References:  
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
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2200 East Jefferson 
Description: The Jefferson Chevrolet-GM building was built ca. 1920 as an auto garage for 
seventy-five cars. An office and sales room were added in 1922. Tenants included the Modern 
Sales & Service Company auto dealers in 1931-32 and the General Fire Truck Corporation in 
1941. Alterations to the building were made in 1955. In 1957, it housed the Detroit News 
Company and then Trader Ray Truck Department in 1976. This is a one-story fireproofed 
building measuring 18' in height. The structure is reinforced concrete with brick curtain walls 
and a reinforced-concrete foundation. The windows of the showroom run from nearly the floor to 
the ceiling across the entrance façade and around the sides, and they are shaded by a cantilevered 
accordion overhang, an addition dating to 1955. The original rear part of the building has two 
garage entrances on both the east and west sides. The east side has sixteen windows and two 
doors, and the west has twenty-three. 
Significance: The building represents the long presence of automobile dealers on Jefferson 
Avenue and serves as a classic representation of 1950s architecture.  
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps 
 
2272 East Jefferson 
Description: Built in 1925, this one-story building has brick curtain walls and a concrete façade. 
The north façade is divided by concrete pilasters into five bays with tall windows. The central 
bay has a glass door. The west side has one regular and one garage-sized door and twelve 
windows. A 1976 photograph of this address shows the building with a slightly curving façade, 
which indicates the building has undergone significant alteration in the last quarter century. 
Significance: In the 1930s, the building was home to an auto dealership of Reo Sales 
Corporation. 
References:  
Detroit City Directors; Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps 
 
2940 East Jefferson 
Description: The one-story Meir Realty Building was built between 1948 and 1952. The walls 
are brick, while the foundation is reinforced concrete. There is a gated garage-sized metal door, a 
gated glass and metal door, a barred steel-frame window, another gated glass and metal door, and 
another steel-frame window across the north façade. It has decorative brickwork resembling 
modillion blocks. The fixed windows have two lights each, with shutters and sills. 
Significance: The building originally housed Nutt Motor Rebuilders, an auto repair business. 
Such services are rarely located in residential areas, so this building contributed to the process of 
the commercialization of East Jefferson Avenue. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
2950 East Jefferson 
Description: The one-story building was erected in 1956 with metal joists. The walls are 
concrete block and faced in brick and stone. The foundation is reinforced concrete. It has a 
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basement, a suspended ceiling, and wood fiber interior walls. Across its north façade from left to 
right, there is a ribbon of six windows, and under a green cantilevered roof, a glass door with an 
equal-sized side light, followed by another ribbon of four windows.  
Significance: The building originally housed the Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers Union-
Local 11-176 Hall, giving it significance in labor history. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
3162 East Jefferson 
Description: This 1924 Art Deco auto showroom housed Pierce-Arrow and Cadillac in 1931-32, 
George Schmidt Autos 1941, Sables office equipment in 1957, and Seymour Cadillac in 1976. It 
is fireproofed with brick curtain walls. The foundation is reinforced concrete, and the roof is flat. 
The building features large showroom windows, decorative stonework, three bays, and a parapet 
that runs across the façade. 
Significance: The building is significant to Michigan’s automotive heritage because it served as 
a showroom for Pierce-Arrow, Cadillac, and General Motors. 
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps 
 
3180 East Jefferson 
Description: The 1924 Art Deco auto showroom housed Cadillac Motor Car Company in 1931-
32, Cadillac Motor Car and General Motors in 1941, Cadillac Motor Car in 1957, and Seymour 
Cadillac in 1976. Additions were completed in 1968 and 1972. The brick walls have limestone 
facing, and the foundation is reinforced concrete. The roof is flat and features a glass skylight. 
The four-bay building features large showroom windows and decorative stonework, including a 
cornice with egg-and-dart molding and modillion blocks. 
Significance: The building is significant to Michigan’s automotive heritage because it served as 
a showroom for Pierce-Arrow, Cadillac, and General Motors. 
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps 
 
3000 East Jefferson 
Description: This three-story brick factory (measuring 97' wide x 127' long x 45' tall) was 
constructed in 1912 for Ross & Young Machine Company for the estimated cost of $20,000. It 
was built on part of the McDougal Farm. The factory is bound by Jefferson to the north, 
McDougall to the east, and Woodbridge to the south. Detroit Starter Company and Burton & 
Lowry, auto painters, shared occupancy with Ross & Young until they went bankrupt in 1918. 
The first floor facade on Jefferson was altered soon after to attract retail business. Meanwhile, 
Fisher Body Corporation Plant 17 was a tenant in the building beginning in 1918 until the 
company was sold to General Motors in 1920 and moved out in 1921. By 1922 the building was 
vacant. Small industrial operations occupied space in the late 1920s until Schober Printing 
Company moved into the building in 1937. 
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 All the building’s elevations are divided into bays with brick pilasters and steel sash 
window walls with stone sills. The pilasters have stone caps and end at a corbelled cornice. 
Retail storefronts now occupy the first floor on Jefferson Avenue, and all the window bays have 
been bricked in on this facade above the first floor. The structure was constructed in an L-shape 
but gradually has been filled over the years by one-story additions. 
Significance: Historically the building housed a variety of automotive operations. Ross & 
Young Machine Company was listed as automobile manufacturers in the 1915 city directory, but 
the following year, they had been renamed Ross Auto Company. At that time, auto support 
companies took up tenancy, such as Burton & Lowry, auto painters, and Detroit Starter 
Company. More importantly, this building housed Fisher Auto Body Plant #17 from 1918-21. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1915; City of Detroit building permit #4521, 
October 18, 1912; Jefferson Avenue Historic Resource Survey, 1980 
 

 
Field photograph by Laura Janssen, 2002. 
 
 
6440 East Jefferson 
Description: Built in 1930 as Steve’s Place Auto Service, the L.A. Insurance Building has a 
narrow trapezoidal footprint. The foundation is reinforced concrete, and the walls are concrete 
block faced in white brick. There are two windows each on the west, north, and east facades with 
soldier coursing above, and a glass door on the north façade. The entrance is covered by an 
awning. 
Significance: The building originally housed an auto service business. 
References: 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
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7600 East Jefferson 
Description: William B. Stratton designed the Naval Armory, and the Walbridge Aldinger 
Company built it in 1929-30. Art Deco in style, its Indiana limestone walls have fluting and 
reeding to create the verticality typical of the 1920s. The interior contains Pewabic Tile and 
boasts a great collection of Works Progress Administration-era murals and frescoes. The steel-
frame building consists of a basement, a large drill deck on the first floor surrounded by offices 
and classrooms, with a second floor mezzanine providing access to more offices and classrooms. 
There is a mess hall, galley, bar, pistol range, and a smaller company drill deck. A four-story 
office wing addition was built at the rear in 1936-37. The anchor in its lawn is from the USS 
Yantic, a Civil War gunboat. 
Significance: The site has significance as the location of the Michigan Yacht and Power 
Company, the creator of the reliable gas engine that spurred Detroit’s automobile dominance, 
and early motor car companies such as Pungs-Finch Auto, Carhartt Automotive Corporation, 
Monarch Motor Company, Sintz Gas Engine Company, and King Motor Company. 
 The Naval Armory was built for the Naval and Marine Corps Reserves, which grew out 
of the Michigan Naval Militia. During the Spanish-American War of 1898, the Michigan Naval 
Militia, known as the “champagne preserves” and the “millionaire navy,” included such men as 
J. Walter Drake, who later headed Detroit’s Hupp Motor Car Company, and Henry B. Joy, who 
later moved the Packard Motor Car Company to Detroit.  
References: 
Automotive National Heritage Area Cultural Resource Inventory; Rebecca Binno, “The 
Brodhead Armory: Past, Present, and Future,” The Modern 11, no. 1 (Fall 1997); Detroit Urban 
Conservation Project records, 1976; Mark Hacala, “Brodhead Naval Armory,” National Register 
of Historic Places Registration Form, 1994; Jefferson Avenue Historic Resource Study, 1980; 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
998 East Woodbridge 
Description: Thomas E. Steverman built this north facing three-story reinforced-concrete 
manufactory with a half basement in 1910 for owner Robert S. Stewart at an estimated cost of 
$14,000. The 1910 building was fire-proof construction with a reinforced-concrete frame, 
foundation, and roof. There are tile curtain walls within the building. Dimensions were 50' wide 
x 100' long x 38' high. It was built on lot 22 of the Rivard Farm. Firstnaw & Hart opened an auto 
repair shop in the building in 1911. Present owner Garan Lucow Miller PC constructed a glass 
and brick curtain wall shell around the original in 1984, which completely conceals the 1910 
building. 
Significance: Firstnaw & Hart operated an auto repair shop in the building from 1911 through 
1919, which included painting and auto body repairs. Auto repair and service shops were a 
cottage industry that developed because of the growth of the automotive industry. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; City of Detroit building permits #833, April 
13, 1910; #21712, November 29, 1984; #22216B, December 21, 1984; Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Maps; Detroit City Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1915 
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1426 East Woodbridge 
Description: This north facing one-story brick garage and storage building was constructed in 
1917 for Bryant & Detwiler Company. The dimensions of the $2,000 building were 45' wide x 
56' long x 14' high. Built on lot 29 of the Guoin Farm, PC 12, it was formerly the site of the U.S. 
Exp. Co. stables in 1913 and the Service Truck Company in 1915. Another garage was built next 
to the first in 1918. Both were used for machinery storage and had a capacity of seven trucks and 
twelve cars. The north elevation consists of four truck doorways with wood overhead doors. 
Currently the structure is heavily overgrown. The remnants of a painted sign read WILER CO. 
GARAGE. 
Significance: The garage was built specifically to house automobiles for Bryant & Detwiler 
Company, a general contracting firm responsible for many significant buildings in Detroit, 
including the Parke Shelton Apartments (1926), which contain a mural by Diego Rivera. In the 
1950s the company worked with Eero Saarinen & Associates to build the GM Technical Center 
(1949-55) and Albert Kahn & Associates to build the Bank One Building on Woodward Avenue 
(1959). 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; City of Detroit building permits #19595, 
November 13, 1917, and #2535A, October 18, 1918; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories 
 
2118 East Woodbridge 
Description: This north facing one-story brick building was constructed in 1920 for Frank J. 
Whitney at the estimated cost of $14,000. Dimensions were 52' wide x 90' long x 22' high. 
National Alloys Company started using the building as a brass foundry in 1922. The north 
elevation consists of three bays and four brick pilasters that end a few feet short of the roofline. 
Presently the whole building is painted red, but it appears that the pilasters had stone or concrete 
collars and caps. There is a truck doorway in the center flanked by two bays of steel sash 
windows, which were apparent in the 1976 survey but have since been boarded up. A soldier 
course of brick tops the windows and doorway; otherwise there is no other decorative brickwork. 
There is a 4'-high framed monitor roof. 
Significance: By 1949, this building had been sold to Jefferson Chevrolet, and the interior was 
altered from a foundry to an automobile paint and bump shop. 
References:  
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; City of Detroit 
building permits #11869, October 2, 1920, and #47918, June 3, 1949 
 
1379 Franklin/1400 Woodbridge 
Description: This south facing four-story reinforced-concrete factory was constructed for the 
Ferro Stamping & Manufacturing Company in 1918. It is now part of the Crain Communications 
complex of buildings fronting Woodbridge (1400) and is currently sheathed in a banded glass 
curtain wall. 
Significance: Ferro Stamping & Manufacturing Company produced hardware for automobiles. 
Not much is known about this company except that they were in partnership with the Bryant & 
Detwiler Company, a contracting company that was also based on the riverfront at this time. 
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References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
1440 Franklin 
Description: Designed by Mason & Reed-Hill, this north facing three-story brick factory was 
constructed in 1902 for the Taylor Water Tube Boiler Company at an estimated cost of $8,000. It 
was built on lot 15 of the Guoin Farm. The north elevation consists of three bays and brick 
corbelling. The window openings are symmetrical except that the central bay is flanked by 
paired windows to the east and tripartite windows to the west. These windows are four-over-four 
sash replacements, and each opening has stone sills. A stone stringcourse with decorative 
brickwork separates the ground level from the upper ones. The central bay on the ground level 
consists of double glass doors topped with a projecting cornice supported by brackets. Two fixed 
picture windows, sixteen lights each, are stacked above. A new roof cornice supported by 
brackets has been added to the building.   
 George Thrall, manager of the Taylor Water Tube Boiler Company, bought the property 
in 1902. He sold it to the Motor Truck Body Company in 1912. They stayed until 1916 when 
Young Brothers Company took over. Joseph M. Marks is recorded as tenant in the 1921 city 
directory until he bought the property in 1924. 
Significance: This building has pre-automotive and automotive history. It housed one of the 
many shipbuilding-related industries on the riverfront. The Taylor Water Tube Boiler Company 
produced marine boilers at this site from 1902-12. An ad in the 1903 city directory declared: 
“Easily cleaned and repaired, horizontal course for the products of combustion, and combustion 
chamber. Absolutely safe and reliable.” Later, the Motor Truck Body Company produced 
commercial auto bodies for “police patrols, ambulance, Ford delivery bodies, sight-seers, dump 
bodies.” They moved from the riverfront ca. 1916 because they needed more space. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1906, 1915; City of Detroit building permit 
#1369, August 8, 1902 
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Field photograph by Laura Janssen, 2002 
 
 
1938 Franklin 
Description: Smith, Hinchman & Grylls designed this north facing one-story brick factory in 
1907 for the Pressed Steel Sanitary Manufacturing Company, steel bathtub manufacturers, for 
about $10,000. It was built on block 1-2 of the Witherall Farm and block 4 of the St. Aubin 
Farm. The original factory included a building on Guoin, now demolished. The structure is brick 
with iron columns and timber posts on a cement foundation. The north elevation consists of eight 
recessed bays, two of which are truck doorways. One has been converted to a walkthrough 
doorway with glass block above. Four bays have window openings filled with glass block, but 
most likely had steel sash windows. The remaining bays have smaller window openings with 
keystones and double-hung one-over-one replacement windows. A prominent, slightly peaked 
framed monitor rises from the otherwise flat roof. There is some subtle decorative brickwork 
around the window and door openings that has been almost obliterated by many coats of paint 
over the years. Pressed Steel Sanitary Manufacturing Company sold this building to EMF 
Company in 1910. Studebaker Corporation bought EMF and moved some of their operations to 
this site in 1911-12. Studebaker sold the building to Troy Manufacturing Company, who leased it 
to Detroit Gear & Machine Company, auto parts manufacturers, in 1919, followed by Joseph F. 
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Lamb Company, tool manufacturers, in 1921. Detroit Elevator took over in 1948 and vacated it 
in 1998. 
Significance: Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, prolific Detroit architects, designed this structure, 
which is a good example of an early industrial factory building. Large banks of window walls 
and a raised monitor allowed daylight into the building when electricity was in its infancy. It 
housed the stamping mill for EMF Company, an automobile manufacturer, beginning in 1910. 
EMF Company merged with the Studebaker Corporation in 1911, and this building became Plant 
#5, one of their primary steel stamping departments. This plant was one of three Studebaker 
plants to participate in the first strike in the history of the Detroit automobile industry, staged 
with the help of the I.W.W. in June 1913. Studebaker left Detroit and moved back to South 
Bend, Indiana, where they had been producing wagons and carriages since 1852. After 
Studebaker vacated the plant in 1919, Detroit Gear & Machine Company, one of the many 
automobile support industries on the riverfront moved in, but left only a year later. This structure 
remained a fully operational factory with a variety of manufacturing tenants until 1998 when the 
Detroit Elevator Company moved out after the property was condemned to make way for a 
proposed casino project. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1915; City of Detroit building permit #1316, 
May 22, 1907; Philip S. Foner, History of the Labor Movement in the United States, Vol. 4, 1965 
 

 
Field photograph by Laura Janssen, 2002 
 
 
 
 
 



DETROIT EAST RIVERFRONT SURVEY 
HAER MI-415 

(Page 41) 
 

1964-74 Franklin 
Description: The Coddington Engineering Company constructed this north facing three-story 
steel-frame brick factory in 1912 for the Studebaker Corporation for approximately $20,720. 
Initial dimensions were given as 53' wide x 115' long x 44' high. After Studebaker moved out in 
1919, the Troy Manufacturing Company bought the property and leased it to the H.E. Hund 
Company, who used it as an auto body warehouse and for automobile painting, at least through 
the 1920s. The building consists of a steel frame with brick walls and foundation. The north 
elevation has five recessed bays. There are three bays of steel sash windows with stone sills, one 
truck doorway equipped with a metal overhead door, and a wooden entry door with transom. The 
second level has steel sash windows with brick sills in every bay. The third floor is the same 
except the tops of the windows openings have segmental arches. The roof is flat with a gravel 
covering. The roofline is plain brick with terra cotta tiles used as coping on the parapet walls. 
Significance: This building is an excellent example of an industrial factory building. Large 
banks of window walls and high ceilings allowed daylight into the building, and the addition of 
steel framing made for large expanses of work space within the interior. It has continuously 
housed working industry from the time of its construction up to the present. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1915; City of Detroit building permit #5220, 
December 3, 1912 
 
2157-79 Franklin 
Description: This southeast facing complex of brick factory buildings was constructed 
beginning ca.1895 for the Crescent Brass & Iron Works as a foundry and machine shop. By 1905 
the structure housed the Eagle Brass Works while also accommodating the Am. Brazing 
Company and J. Rosenzweig & Company, junk dealer. United Forge & Machine Company was 
in the building by 1915 along with Michigan Auto Trimming Works and Ackerman & 
McNamara, auto trimmers. 
 Currently, the complex consists of four attached buildings that are primarily one-story 
brick structures. The building on Dubois is two stories with a blind wall and two pilasters on the 
ground level of the east elevation. The second floor has three window openings. The one-story 
building at the corner of Dubois and Franklin has segmental arched window openings with stone 
sills evenly spaced on both facades. According to the 1922 Sanborn map, this building was 
originally three stories. The building just to the west is two stories with a flat-topped framed 
monitor. The elevation has a truck doorway with metal overhead door and a window opening. 
Above a sloping overhang is a wall of steel sash windows topped by a metal band with the 
remnants of United Forge painted on it. The next building to the west has five segmental arched 
window openings and a gable roof with a gable dormer. The dormer has steel sash windows on 
all three sides. 
Significance: There is little information about this complex of buildings or its tenants, but it can 
be reasonably assumed that the foundry acted as an automobile support industry. The auto 
trimming manufacturers who were briefly in the building in the early years of the twentieth 
century probably set up shop here to take advantage of the proximity to automobile 
manufacturers on the riverfront at the time. 
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References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1896, 1906, 1915 
 
201-55 Iron 
Description: This complex of brick factory buildings was constructed beginning in 1892 for the 
Ireland & Matthews Manufacturing Company. Henry Carew & Company built the first building 
for $11,000. It was originally three stories but a fourth was added in 1902. The U-shaped 
structure had several one-story infill buildings, including a foundry, blacksmith, and engine 
housing. The first round of alterations and additions began as early as 1894. In 1908-10 a three-
story addition was built along Iron, with two stories added later. Ireland & Matthews 
manufactured steel metal stampings, stove trimmings, and plumbing supplies. After they left the 
complex in 1917, it remained vacant through the 1920s under the control of the St. Clair Heights 
Syndicate Company. Modern Tool & Die was the owner from 1945-72. In the 1980s, the 
complex was developed into lofts. 
 The complex is bound by Mt. Elliott to the west, Wight to the south, and Iron to the east. 
The earliest structure (1892) which fronts Wight has a combination of segmental arched and 
squared window openings with stone sills and stringcourses with corbelled brickwork 
underneath. The fourth-floor addition on this building has roman arched windows with a 
corbelled cornice and terra cotta tile coping on the parapet walls. The later addition on Iron 
(1908-10) has all squared window openings with stone sills, but continues the same corbelled 
brickwork and stringcourses to help visually tie the buildings together. 
Significance: Ireland & Matthews Manufacturing Company played an important role in the 
stove industry in Detroit. Because the city was the largest producer of stoves by the early 1880s, 
support industries were established nearby to supply the stove companies with parts. The rise of 
the automobile industry in Detroit, and the expertise that Ireland & Matthews had in metal 
working, may have led them to begin producing automobile chrome plating in 1905. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; City of Detroit building permit #462, April 4, 1892; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of 
Detroit, 1896, 1906, 1915; Associated Mutual Insurance Co., Michigan Insurance Maps Index 
58136, 1914  
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Field photograph by Laura Janssen, 2002 
 
 
 
 
ALBERT KAHN DESIGNED BUILDINGS 
1001 East Jefferson 
Description: The six-story Palms Apartment building with basement has a U-shaped plan. There 
are turrets at the corners and a protruding central bay. A balustrade runs along the flat roof of the 
70'-tall building. It has a brick or metal cornice and belt courses above the basement and the 
second and fourth stories. Each floor of the south façade has fifteen windows, except for the first 
floor, which has twelve and an awning-shaded entrance in the central bay. Each floor of the east 
and west façade has twelve windows, with a central bay window and another turret at the north 
side. Most of the windows have one-over-one wood-frame sashes. The building, designed by 
Mason and Kahn in 1901, has masonry bearing limestone walls but floors of reinforced concrete. 
Significance: The building is significant as an early Albert Kahn structure, marking the 
beginning of his use of steel reinforced concrete. It was added to the State Register in 1979 and 
the National Register in 1985. 
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References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; J.M. Davis, “East Jefferson Residential TR,” 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, 1985; Jefferson Avenue Historic 
Resource Study, 1980; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
6533 East Jefferson Avenue 
Description: The U-shaped building was built in 1899 from designs by architect William B. 
Stratton for the pharmaceutical manufactory of Frederick Stearns and Company. The Jacobean-
style building incorporated manufacturing, warehousing, and offices into one unified 
composition. Originally, three stories tall, a fourth floor was added in the early twentieth century, 
to accommodate the 2,000 employees. In 1919, an eight-story building by Albert Kahn was 
constructed in the courtyard. The Stearns Company was bought in 1944, and it remained a 
warehouse until becoming lofts in the 1990s. 
 The original four-story building has stone sill courses and window surrounds, as well as 
an elaborate entrance in which the name Stearns is carved. It has a protruding entrance bay with 
tripartite windows and corner pavilions with gable roofs and tripartite windows. The other 
windows are either single or double one-over-one configuration, with steel-frame sashes, 
although there are a few arched windows. There is a brick cornice on the third floor. The gray 
Kahn building is mostly hidden from the street. It has factory-type pivot windows with small 
panes separated by pilasters.  
Significance: The building, added to the National Register in 1980 and State Register in 1981, is 
significant for its role in Detroit’s large pharmaceutical industry. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Jefferson Avenue Historic Resource Study, 
1980; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Les Vollmert, “Frederick Stearns Building,” National 
Register of Historic Places Registration Form, 1980. 
 
237 Jos. Campau Avenue 
Description: This east facing one- to two-story reinforced-concrete warehouse was constructed 
in 1916 for the Union Drawn Steel Company of Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, by Albert Kahn for 
the estimated cost of $25,000. Union Drawn Steel Company produced cold-drawn steel bars for 
use in car parts, nuts and bolts, and agricultural equipment. They were founded in 1889 in 
Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, but had become so successful they expanded their operations and 
warehousing throughout the Midwest. 
 The building’s dimensions were 141' wide x 125' long x 16' high. The lot is bound by 
Wight to the north, Guoin to the south, and Jos. Campau to the east. Each facade is made up of a 
series of concrete stringcourses and pilasters filled with facing brick. The window openings 
currently have fixed picture windows but originally had steel sash window walls. Other window 
openings have been covered with sheets of corrugated steel. The flat roof has a 4' tall monitor. 
Significance: This is the only remaining Albert Kahn industrial building on the riverfront. His 
streamlined and sensible industrial architecture, of which this building is a prime example, was 
influential in shaping modern architecture of the twentieth century. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; City of Detroit building permit #8561, July 29, 1916 
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SALOONS AND SOCIAL CLUBS 
1411 East Jefferson 
Description: This three-story Tudor Revival, or Collegiate Gothic style, building was 
constructed in 1931 following a design by William Kapp of Smith, Hinchman & Grylls. In the 
tradition of English Men’s Clubs, its design program included racquet and squash courts, 
lounges, and a large dining hall. It also included two stories of dormitory rooms intended for 
young college graduates as they established themselves in their careers. The walls are brick 
while the foundation is reinforced concrete. There are three Jacobean-type corbelled chimneys, 
half-timbering, and a turret, as well as stonework on the window surrounds, sill and belt courses, 
and parapets.  
Significance: The University Club building is significant as an example of the social clubs that 
were an important part of early twentieth-century culture. 
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Thomas J. Holleman 
and James P. Gallagher, Smith, Hinchman & Grylls: 125 Years of Architecture and Engineering, 
1853-1978 (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1978); Jefferson Avenue Historic Resource 
Study, 1980; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
1450 East Jefferson 
Description: Built in 1960, the Yondotega Club is a two-story brick building with a gable roof. 
Its Greek Revival features include symmetrical facades, a heavy cornice and entablature, a 
circular window in the gable end, wood-frame sash windows (nine-over-six downstairs and six-
over-six upstairs), and a porch supported by four Doric columns. It has concrete floors, steel-post 
construction, concrete ceilings, and a wood roof. It is surrounded by an 8'-tall brick wall. 
Significance: “Yondotega” was a Native American word for Detroit, meaning “Great Village.” 
William McGraw founded the exclusive club in 1894, which Theodore Roosevelt visited and 
called it the best club in the world. The former club building was demolished for the construction 
of Chrysler Freeway.  
References:  
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit 
Almanac: 300 Years in the Motor City (Detroit: Detroit Free Press, 2001) 
 
3321 East Jefferson 
Description: The Players Club was founded in 1910 as an all-male amateur theatre group. By 
1925, the group had decided to build its own clubhouse and theatre. In the Arts and Crafts 
tradition, several designers collaborated on the project. Club members William E. Kapp and H.J. 
Maxwell Grylls of Smith, Hinchman & Grylls designed the brick and concrete theater.  Members 
Corrado Parducci, stone sculptor, and Paul Honore, muralist, also contributed to the building 
design. Thomas DiLorenzo and John S. Coppin did the interior painting, while Oscar Back did 
the ironwork. Pewabic Pottery tile adds to the clubhouse’s uniqueness. The 60' x 130' two-story 
building with partial basement includes an auditorium and stage, dressing rooms, lavatories, 
lounges, and kitchen. The eclectic building features gargoyles, clay tile, and a balcony with three 
arched doorways. 
Significance: Edsel B. Ford, son of Henry, was one of ten members of the club who each 
pledged $10,000 to guarantee the bank loan of the building. 
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References: 
Thomas Brunk and R.O. Christensen, “The Players,” National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form, 1986; Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Jefferson Avenue 
Historic Resource Survey, 1980; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
6340 East Jefferson 
Description: This two-story beige-painted brick commercial building has a northeast corner 
entrance with a two-over-two sash window above it. There are two large windows with three 
lights on the north façade of the first floor and three openings on the second story, two of which 
are double width. The east façade has two windows downstairs and three upstairs. A denticulated 
and corbelled cornice runs along the north and east sides. Built in 1902, it housed the Robert 
Rutter saloon in 1909, the Louis Miller & Bro Saloon in 1914, Louis Miller & Brothers soft 
drinks in 1919, the Arthur Sidney Restaurant in 1921, the Berno Advertising Display sign 
company in 1931-32, the Michigan Chrome Company in 1941, Jacobs Industries glass 
manufacturers in 1957, and the Munnings Safety Shoe Company in 1976. 
Significance: The building served as a saloon and restaurant during the early years of the 
automotive industry, reflecting an important part of the social history of Michigan’s automotive 
heritage. 
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps 
 
6402-04 East Jefferson 
Description: This two-story brick commercial building has four segmental arched windows on 
the second floor on the north façade and two boarded over entrances on the first floor. It has ten 
windows upstairs, two windows downstairs, three garage entrances, and one doorway on the 
west side. A cornice with corbelling, modillion blocks, and checker blocks runs along the east, 
north, and west facades. The building was erected in 1902 from plans by the architectural firm of 
Spier & Rohns for $6,400. Originally there were stores on the first floor and dwellings above, 
and it housed the American Tap Brush Company until at least 1941 (although it was supposedly 
vacant in 1931-32). The building also housed a branch of the Dime Savings Bank in 1909 and 
the M.J. Foley Sewing Machine Company in 1957. 
Significance:  The building is significant because it served as a saloon and restaurant during the 
early years of the automotive industry, reflecting an important part of the social history of 
Michigan’s automotive heritage. 
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Jefferson Avenue Historic Resource Study, 1980; Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps 
 
6419 East Jefferson 
Description: Andrew Anderson, a local contractor, constructed this two-story brick commercial 
building in 1889 at a cost of $6,500. It originally housed a saloon, billiard hall, and restaurant. 
Various businesses were housed in the building, including James Walker Shoeshine, Edward 
Haustein billiards, Louis Graff restaurant, and private residences in 1931-32; Moy Way laundry, 
James Ruggisello billiards, Belle Isle Bridge BBQ Restaurant and private residences in 1941; 
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and the Hakin Café and private residences in 1957. It was listed in city directories as a filling 
station in 1931-32, 1941, and 1957. The building has three bays divided by pilasters. There are 
segmental arched windows on the second floor and various sized windows on the first floor, as 
well as four doors. A one-story building dating to ca. 1930 is attached to the east end of the 
building.  
Significance: The building is significant because it served as a saloon and restaurant during the 
early years of the automotive industry, reflecting an important part of the social history of 
Michigan’s automotive heritage.  
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Jefferson Avenue Historic Resource Study, 1980; Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps 
 
6452 East Jefferson 
Description: This two-story beige brick commercial building has a gated northwest corner 
entrance with a sash window above it. There is another entrance on the north side and two on the 
west. Fenestration includes a tripartite window on the second floor of the north side, nine 
windows on a stone sill course on the second-floor west façade, and four windows (three of 
which are double) on the first-floor west façade. A yellow awning is located on the north and 
northwest facades, as well as a small awning over one of the west side entrances. Built in 1914, it 
housed various restaurants.  
Significance: The building is significant because it served as a saloon and restaurant during the 
early years of the automotive industry, reflecting an important part of the social history of 
Michigan’s automotive heritage. 
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps 
 
6801 East Jefferson 
Description: This two-story, two-bay brown brick building was built in 1913. It has two doors 
on the south, one garage-sized and one regular on the west, and one regular on the southwest 
with a window above it. There are four barred windows on the south side of the first floor with 
seven upstairs and fourteen on the west side, all boarded up. The windows have brick sills and 
lintels with wood frames and sashes. There is a porch on the north side. The building originally 
housed three stores and a rooming house. West Side Brewing Company took out the building 
permit, and it housed CJ Hyne soft drinks from 19201-21, followed by Frank Wilberding 
billiards in 1931-32, and then a beer garden ca. 1941. It was called Al’s Bar tavern in 1957.  
Significance: The building’s use as a saloon in the early years of the automobile industry 
provides insight into the social history of Michigan’s automotive heritage. 
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps 
 
6925 East Jefferson 
Description: This two-story, two-bay concrete block and brick-faced building was built in 1915 
and served as home to Herbert Ratcliff soft drinks and John Snyder restaurant in 1919, followed 
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by the Crystal Lunch in 1921. It has two south-facing entrances (one a set of double glass doors 
and one metal door covered by an awning). There are two three-light sash windows upstairs and 
one fixed window downstairs, plus a vertical row of six glass blocks. The third floor has two 
small windows with stone sills and keystones. 
Significance: The building may have been a saloon before Prohibition. Saloons were an integral 
part of the culture of the early years of the automotive industry. 
References: 
City of Detroit building permit #5594A, September 4, 1917; Detroit City Directories; Sanborn 
Fire Insurance Maps 
 
1585 Franklin 
Description: Built by F. Julian and Company, Carpenters and Builders in 1883 at the corner of 
Franklin and Orleans, the two-story building has a two-story addition on the north and a one-
story addition on the west. The walls are brick while the foundation is stone. The roof is flat with 
asphalt-shingled awnings. The second floor has three windows on its south side and fourteen on 
its west, all single, fixed-light steel frames. The first floor has six windows on the east and six 
windows on the south. The original part of the building has brick window hoods, and the 
windows of the northern addition have been painted black to imitate these hoods. There are two 
street entrances on Franklin and three on Orleans, but most seem to have been boarded up. The 
cornice has been removed. A shed roof was added to provide covered rooftop seating above the 
one-story addition.  
 This building originally housed the LeBot Grocery, which was sold to William Burrell in 
1888 and Appolonia Martz in 1901 and became a saloon. George Howes occupied it in 1909, and 
Harry Johns had his restaurant there in 1920-21. Petros & Dardanis Restaurant occupied the 
building in 1921, followed by Clarence T. Carney Restaurant in 1941, and the Ship Inn 
Restaurant in 1957 before it became the Soup Kitchen Saloon, which it was called until it closed 
in 1999. 
Significance: The building is significant for its role in the social history of the riverfront. It long 
served as a saloon and supposedly a bawdy house as well. Even during Prohibition, it was a 
speakeasy. Close to the river, it was patronized by both sailors and factory workers. The Soup 
Kitchen Saloon was a nationally-known Blues venue. 
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps 
 
260 Schweizer Place 
Description: This two-story building was built for Gottfired Schweizer in 1869. A one-story 
dwelling was added in 1880, and a concrete-block kitchen was built in 1963. Since 1976, rooftop 
seating areas have been added. The building stayed in the same family at least through 1976 and 
has been used as a saloon, grocery, and restaurant. It has stucco walls with orange trim, and its 
west side has an arched entrance with a recessed metal door and three semi-circular windows. 
The south façade, painted white, has two gray metal doors and two elongated semi-circular 
windows. In 1987, it was known as Captain’s Restaurant and Bar. 
Significance: Schweizer’s claimed to be Detroit’s oldest restaurant, founded in 1862, when 
owner Stewart Schweizer died at age 80 in 1975. The building is significant for its role in the 
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social history of the riverfront. It long served as a saloon and may have served as a speakeasy 
during Prohibition. 
References: 
City of Detroit building permit #83, February 16, 1880; Detroit City Directories; Detroit Urban 
Conservation Project records, 1976; Rivertown Self-Guided Tour, 1987, personal collection of 
Carol Weisfeld; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
265 Riopelle 
Description: John Troester bought this property in 1844. According to the Detroit Urban 
Conservation Project of 1976, this building was constructed in 1911 by George Troester, but the 
1909 City Directory lists the site as George A. Troester’s grocery. The first floor served as a 
saloon and the second floor as dwellings. During Prohibition, the address is listed as home to 
Clarence Heaton soft drinks and private residences, including W.F. Troester. In the 1940s and 
1950s, it was known as Vandewall’s Café, Beer Garden, and Restaurant. In July 1978, it opened 
as the Rhinoceros Bar and Restaurant. It has a southeast entrance with a bay window above it. 
The east façade is punctuated by an entrance, a bay window, and three wood-frame one-over-one 
sash windows on the second floor. The south façade has another bay window, four one-over-one 
steel-frame sash windows on the second floor, and two closed-shuttered windows on the first 
floor. It has a corbelled brick cornice with brackets, a belt course and sills, brick chimneys and a 
semi-circular parapet. 
Significance: The building is significant for its role in the social history of the riverfront. It long 
served as a saloon and likely served as a speakeasy during Prohibition.  
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Riverfront East 
Alliance, Rivertown Millennium Plan: Phase 1 Tour for Key Informants, Detroit, 2001; Sanborn 
Fire Insurance Maps 
 
271 St. Aubin 
Description: This east facing two-story brick building was built around 1884. The O’Brien 
family owned the property from 1854 to 1926. It housed John O’Brien’s grocery in 1884, C.B. 
Proust’s saloon in 1892, Frank Linton saloon in 1909, Aug. Van Haver’s saloon in 1914, Siniuk, 
Holstiuk & Remick Restaurant in 1919, and Nick Louis Restaurant in 1920. Louis bought the 
property in 1926. Mrs. Mary Nichols had her beer garden there in 1941, Loui’s Lunch operated 
in 1957, and it was called Ma’s Place in 1976. There are four windows (including one bay 
window) on the second story and three windows and two doors on the east façade. It has three 
segmental arched windows and one door on the south façade. All the doors and windows are 
boarded up. A brick cornice is located on the east façade, as well as stone window hoods and 
coursing. 
Significance: The building is significant for its role in reflecting the social history of the 
riverfront. It began as a grocery store, became a saloon, and perhaps continued to sell alcohol to 
sailors during Prohibition when it was a restaurant. It became a bar again once the ban on alcohol 
was lifted. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
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289 St. Aubin 
Description: This east facing brick building has a two-story section, built in either 1905 or 1919, 
and a one-story section, built in 1936. The two-story section has three boarded up windows 
upstairs and two boarded up windows and two doors on the first floor of the east façade. The 
one-story section has four boarded up windows with sills, and one door on the east side. 
According to their menu, Belgian immigrants, Euphraise and Henry Brunelle, acquired the 
building in 1905 and opened a grocery. Henry died soon after, and Euphrasie turned the grocery 
into a saloon, named after her second husband, Dick Vandewalle. The family continued to serve 
liquor throughout Prohibition as a blind pig.  Euphrasie’s daughter Julia married Marce Cron, 
and the business remained in the family, passed down to Julia and Marce’s daughter Marcia in 
1975. 
Significance: The building is significant for its role in preserving the social history of the 
riverfront. Sailors frequented riverfront saloons in great numbers, and during Prohibition, a blind 
pig was run in the basement of this building. 
References:  
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Woodbridge 
Tavern Tale, Woodbridge Tavern Menu, personal collection of Carol Weisfeld 
 
201-07 Jos. Campau 
Description: Built by Henry Carew in 1886, Edward Bidigare ran his saloon in this building 
until Prohibition. In 1919 Ellen Bidigare sold the property to brothers Gus and Andrew Andrews, 
who opened a restaurant. That same year, the building also housed W.J. Tobin soft drinks. The 
building is two stories with a one-story section to the north, built in 1918, and a concrete-block 
addition to the west. The main building is divided into three bays, each with a second-story 
segmental arched window. The building has one wood door with side and transom lights, two 
metal doors, and thirteen windows (mostly one-over-one segmental arched with frame sashes) on 
the south side. Its east side has another wood door with side and transom lights and a fixed 
tripartite first-floor window. The 1919 addition has a set of wooden double doors, shaded by an 
awning and two fixed tripartite windows. The segmental arched windows have stone sills. 
Significance: The building served as a saloon during the early years of the automotive industry 
in Detroit. Saloons played a major role in the culture of the early decades of the twentieth 
century. 
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps 
 
267 Joseph Campau 
Description: James A. Jones finished this structure in 1887, and it originally housed Antio 
Samuel Grocery and Cornelius Duross Barber Shop. Subsequent tenants were William H. 
Chevalier Grocery and William Gutenburg saloon in 1909; Alexander Stein Grocery in 1914; 
Alexander Stein Dry Goods, Samuel Grass Soft Drinks, and private residences in 1919; Michael 
Milutin Beer Garden in 1941; the Plaza Café Restaurant in 1957; and Clementine’s Kitchen in 
1976. Pilasters divide the two-story brick building into two distinct storefronts, each with four 
fixed windows with French arches upstairs. Large segmental arched windows fixed in cast iron 
run along the east façade downstairs. The building has one recessed entrance shaded by an 
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awning on the east side and one metal door towards the rear on the south side. Some of the south 
side windows have been bricked in. The parapets are curved, resembling sunsets, and there is a 
rusticated stone belt course. 
Significance: The building is significant because it served as a saloon during the early years of 
the automotive industry in Detroit. Saloons played a major role in the culture of the early 
decades of the twentieth century. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 

 

 
DOWNTOWN 
 
511 East Larned 
Description: This southwest facing two-story reinforced-concrete L-shaped structure was 
constructed in 1917. The Fleischmann Company of Michigan (yeast manufacturers) was housed 
in the narrow portion fronting Larned, and a private garage was behind on the alley. Larned 
extended farther west in the 1920s, and several dwelling units sat directly west of this building. 
When the street was expanded to meet the needs of the PeopleMover, this building became the 
westernmost building on the block. At some point in the 1960s or 1970s, possibly when it was 
transformed into offices, this building underwent a transformation and had a yellow tile and glass 
curtain wall affixed to its façade. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories 
 
535 East Larned 
Description: This south facing one-story brick warehouse was constructed ca. 1910-20. The 
McKinnon & Carlson Cartage Company was housed in the building in the 1920s and used the 
space for truck storage. The south elevation is typical of small-scale warehousing, reflecting an 
emphasis on function with little decoration. The façade is separated into two bays, and there is 
one truck doorway with a metal roll-up door, and one boarded up window opening. The main 
central entrance has a wooden door with boarded transom. A soldier course of bricks acts as a 
base, and two ashlar stone stringcourses cut horizontally across the structure. A rusted metal sign 
hangs between the two courses. The parapet wall has metal coping. The west elevation is a blind 
brick wall with a painted sign that reads “Service Station/Goodrich DeLuxe Truck Tires.” 
Significance: This is a typical small-scale industrial warehouse of the early twentieth century 
built by owner/operators to house their independent local businesses. 
References: 
Detr Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit 
City Directories  
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541 East Larned 
Description: This south facing two-story brick warehouse was constructed in 1909. Prouty 
Livery Company was a tenant in 1910, followed by the McKinnon Cartage Company in 1915, 
and the Prest-O-Lite Company in 1920, who used the structure for battery storage recharging and 
repairing. The south elevation consists of three bays. An aluminum-framed central doorway is 
flanked by two sets of fixed picture windows. Each window opening has a raised brick bond 
course surround. An awning stretches from end to end of the façade and hangs over the first floor 
openings. A projecting plastic backlit sign hangs above the central doorway. The second floor 
has two paired window openings and one central window opening, each with the same projecting 
brick surround. The cornice has projecting brickwork of squares and rectangles. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; City of Detroit building permit #415, 1909 
 
565 East Larned 
Description: This south facing three-story reinforced-concrete warehouse/garage was 
constructed in 1916. The Detroit Taxicab & Transfer Company used the building through the 
1920s along with the Paige Company of Michigan (service station). The south elevation consists 
of three bays. The façade is sheathed in new hard-fired brick and fixed windows. The first floor 
has a concrete base and French-style windows. The second and third floors have ribbon wood-
frame windows, recessed brickwork in a herringbone pattern, and a parapet wall with an 
ornamental central silhouette containing the address of the building. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; City of Detroit building permit #8549, 1916 
 
400 East Congress 
Description: This three-story brick building, completed in 1897, has long served as a bar and 
restaurant. It was the Elliott James Bottling Works and saloon in 1909, Wagner’s Dinette in 
1931-32, Gallaher & Miller beer garden in 1941, and Four Hundred Bar Tavern in 1957. It has a 
long, narrow footprint, and its main entrance is on the northwest corner. The north façade has 
one bay, with three windows on the second and third floors and a large arched window on the 
first floor. The northwest façade has two windows each on the second and third floors. The west 
façade has ten windows on the third floor, nine on the second, and nine on the first, plus four 
doors. The building has sill and belt courses, a denticulated cornice on the first floor, and arched 
third floor windows.  
Significance: The building’s long use as a bar is significant to the social history of the area. 
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
409-15 East Congress 
Description: This south facing three-story brick store/warehouse was constructed ca. 1910. A.T. 
Knowlson Company (wholesale electrical supplies) was the main tenant from 1910 through the 
1920s. The south elevation consists of three bays. The ground floor has been altered and now has 
poured-in-place concrete and ribbon windows. Brick pilasters separate the upper floor bays, and 
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there are triple windows with transoms of prism glass. The spandrels have a herringbone 
brickwork pattern. There are brick dripstones over the upper windows. The building is topped 
with a subtle corbelled cornice and parapet wall with projecting piers. The whole façade, 
including window moldings, is currently painted silver. 
References: 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City Directories 
 
431 East Congress 
Description: The 1907 two-story Gothic Revival building, designed by John M. Donaldson, 
faces south and has three bays. Its elaborate entrance, set in the central bay, has a pointed 
limestone surround, and six steps lead to a set of double wood doors under a fanlight.  It has one 
single and two double Tudor-arched windows on the second floor and two tripartite windows 
with limestone surrounds on the first. The basement has tripartite windows with limestone 
surrounds at street level. The south facade has a cornice with brackets and a crenulated parapet. 
The north façade has eight windows and two doors. In 1941, it housed a variety of social 
organizations for those of Scottish descent. 
Significance: The building has significance as the historic home of the St. Andrew’s Benevolent 
Society (founded 1849), an organization which assisted Scottish immigrants adjust to life in the 
United States. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
407-9 East Fort 
Description: This south facing six-story brick factory building was constructed in 1888 for the 
Globe Tobacco Company in the Richardson Romanesque style. Contractor A. Chapoton built the 
70' wide x 138' long factory for approximately $37,000. The building is situated on part of the 
Brush Farm at the northeast corner of E. Fort and Brush. The Globe Tobacco Company was 
incorporated in 1880, and by 1883 production totaled over 1.3 million pounds of smoking and 
chewing tobacco annually. Globe was the leading brand of chewing tobacco, and the success of 
the company necessitated a move in 1888. The factory housed other manufacturing firms in 
addition to Globe in the early years, such as printing, carpentry, wire works, and an artificial 
marble factory. The Hamper Real Estate Company had its office in the building from 1916 
through the 1970s. The Globe Tobacco Company went out of business in 1925, although the 
building has retained the name up to the present day. 
 The south elevation is articulated into five bays with the central bay containing an arched 
entrance with wooden double doors flanked by four bays of arched windows with rough-faced 
limestone imposts, sills, and brick voussoirs. Brick pilasters rise from rough-faced limestone 
bases to the fourth floor. There is projected brickwork on the spandrels, which separate the 
floors. The sixth floor has ten recessed rectangular window openings resting on a limestone 
stringcourse with brick denticulation. Arcaded brick corbelling sits below the cornice and 
parapet wall, and there is a raised central panel with masonry balls at the corners. 
Significance: Tobacco manufacturing was the leading industry of Detroit in 1891, and the Globe 
Tobacco Building was reputed to be the first tobacco factory to utilize electric power to run 
several machines that were designed and patented by Globe especially for the production of plug 
tobacco. The building is also the oldest tobacco factory still existing in the city of Detroit. In 
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addition, contractor, Alexander Chapoton, Jr. was a descendant of Dr. Jean-Baptiste Chapoton, 
the surgeon at Fort Ponchartrain. He supervised the building of many other Detroit buildings 
including the Palms Apartments, St Mary’s Church and the Whitney Building. The Globe 
Building was constructed utilizing slow burning mill construction, popular in factory design 
throughout the United States in the 1880s and 1890s before the advent of hollow tile or concrete 
construction for fireproofing. 
References: 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City Directories; City of Detroit building permit #1707, 
1888; Baist’s Real Estate Atlas of Detroit, 1896, 1906, 1915; City of Detroit Local Historic 
District Report, Historic Designation Advisory Board, 1985 
 
400-40 Monroe 
Description: This north facing eight- to nine-story brick block consists of three structures and 
was erected beginning in 1887 for D.M. Ferry & Company. The structures are bound by Monroe 
to the north, Brush to the east, and Beaubien to the east. The first building was located in the 
middle of the block and replaced a four-story warehouse that burned in 1886. That building, 
designed by architect Gordon W. Lloyd, was built of mill construction, but the subsequent 
structures from 1907 (also designed by Lloyd and identical to the first) and 1917 were fireproof 
construction. D.M. Ferry & Company, which began as Gardner, Ferry & Church in 1856, was 
founded by Dexter Mason Ferry in 1879 and specialized in seed production and distribution. The 
company remained here until 1959 when they moved their operations to Kentucky. The buildings 
sat vacant until 1984 when they were redeveloped into offices. 
 The northwest elevations (1917) are articulated into bays with heavy brick pilasters from 
ground floor to roofline. Each bay has paired rectangular windows. There is little ornamentation 
on this building except for some projecting brickwork on the spandrels and a molded beltcourse 
above the second and ninth floors. The northeast elevations (1887/1907) have a much lighter 
feel, with slimmer pilasters separating the bays and recessed brickwork in the spandrels. There is 
a segmental arched arcade on the ground level and roman arched windows with stone imposts 
and sills on the sixth floor. The eighth floor has paired roman arched windows above which is a 
projecting brick and stone cornice. 
Significance: The D.M. Ferry Company was at one time the largest producer and distributor of 
garden seeds in the world. Dexter Mason Ferry left his family’s New York farm in 1852 to begin 
a seed business in Detroit at a time of great agricultural expansion and demand for seeds. Ferry 
revolutionized the seed industry by introducing packaged seeds and by recalling unsold stock at 
the end of the season, which assured buyers of fresh seed each year. He is also credited with 
inventing the “commission box,” a display rack for retail sales and was one of the first to utilize 
brightly colored seed packets. The D.M. Ferry & Company warehouse complex represents one of 
the few remaining nineteenth-century industrial buildings in Detroit’s central business district, 
and is an example of the widely diversified economic base of the pre-automobile era. 
References: 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City Directories; “Greektown Historic District Nomination 
Form,” National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, 1981 
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500-58 Monroe 
Description: This northwest facing complex of architecturally diverse structures was constructed 
beginning in 1853 when Traugott Schmidt established his fur-processing company. The 
structures are bound by Monroe to the north and Beaubien to the west. The complex consists of 
three major blocks, each comprised of sub-units built at different times. The buildings were 
constructed of red common brick on foundations of rough-faced limestone blocks. Periodic 
additions were made as business flourished between 1881 and 1924. Each building was 
originally constructed as a separate unit, but they are now connected on the interior. A unique 
feature is the private alley within the complex. It runs east from Beaubien and turns north to 
intersect Monroe at mid-block. The oldest structure is located at the southeast corner of Monroe 
and Beaubien. Each façade consists of a variety of typical late nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century architectural elements common to industrial buildings, including segmental and roman 
arched window openings, stone and brick hood molds, bays separated by brick pilasters, and 
floors separated by stone belt courses.  
 Traugott Schmidt & Sons occupied the buildings until the late 1960s. A renovation began 
in the 1980s to create Trapper’s Alley Marketplace, an adaptive re-use development. A casino 
opened in the five-story structure south of the private alley fronting Beaubien in the late 1990s. 
The former brick and reinforced-concrete warehouse was erected in 1912. 
Significance: German immigrant Traugott Schmidt began his trade by bartering with trappers 
and Indians for raw fur. By the 1850s Detroit had become a prominent fur shipping center, and 
the superior method of fur and pelt handling that Traugott Schmidt learned in Germany helped 
Detroit’s rise to prominence. Proof of his success is in the growth of the complex of buildings the 
company occupied for over a century. Now part of the Greektown Historic District, the Traugott 
Schmidt & Sons complex represents one of the few remaining nineteenth-century industrial 
buildings in Detroit’s central business district, and is an example of the widely diversified 
economic base of the pre-automobile era. 
References:  
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; “Greektown Historic District Nomination Form,” National Register of Historic 
Places Registration Form, 1981 
 
625 Brush 
Description: Since its construction in 1904, this bar has undergone only slight name changes. It 
was known as Albert Jacoby saloon in 1909, Albert P. Jacoby in 1914, Albert P. Jacoby 
Restaurant in 1931-32, Albert E. Jacoby Beer Garden in 1941, and Jacoby’s Tavern in 1957.  It 
is two stories with stone sills and segmental arched one-over-one sash windows. The building 
faces west, with four windows with keystones on the second floor and two windows on the first 
floor, partially covered by board. It has an awning over the door, stone coursing, and decorative 
corbelling on the parapet. The north façade has six windows and two doors (one on each floor). 
The south façade has one window. 
Significance: The building’s long use as a bar is significant to the social history of the area. 
References:  
Detroit City Directories; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
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633-39 Beaubien 
Description: Three shops share a two-story building with a basement. Each shop has two one-
over-one metal sash windows on the second floor and two awning-covered windows on the first 
floor. Each entrance is recessed and accessed by a half-flight of stairs. Three brick pilasters 
separate the stores, and a brick cornice runs across the entire east façade. The south façade has 
five windows, and the west façade has a gated doorway for each shop and ten windows. The 
building housed Henry Grimm, Albert Thomas Saloon, Frank Miller and Anne McIntosh in 
1909; Louis Ferrel and James Jones in 1914; G.C. Skrumbellos, Maris Octipus, and Vasil 
Moskos in 1919; Nicholas Handrinos and Daniel Vossos in 1931-32; and Mrs. Anastasisa 
Handrinos, Wilfred Vincent, Charles Gordon and Daniel Pappas in 1941. 
Significance: The building is significant because it housed a saloon as early as 1909. 
References:  
Detroit City Directories; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
743 Beaubien 
Description: Almon Clothe Varney and Company built this structure for the Boydell Brothers, 
John and William, in 1893. The original section is five stories tall, measuring 78' wide x 138' 
deep. An 1898 addition, also by A.C. Varney, is six stories tall, 81' wide, and 138' deep. It has 
four regular and two garage-sized doors on its south side, six double doors on its east side, and 
four doors on its north side. There are twenty-two windows on the first floor and twenty per floor 
on the second through sixth on the east side; eleven on the first floor, twenty-four on the second 
through fifth, and twelve on the sixth floor on the north side; two on the first floor, seventeen on 
the second through fifth, and seven on the sixth on the south side. The windows usually have a 
four-over-four wood-frame sash configuration and stone sills, with arches on the sixth floor. The 
first floor has stone facing, and an awning allows for an outdoor seating area. It has housed a 
variety of industries, including an ice chopping machine company, several leather goods and fur 
companies, cotton buff and overall manufacturers, and printing, hardware and pump companies. 
Significance: The building is significant in Michigan’s automotive history, because the Dodge 
Brothers (John and Horace) had their headquarters there for eighteen months beginning in 
September 1902. Due to their reputation for excellent workmanship, Ransom Olds 
commissioned their company to supply 3,000 transmissions in early 1902. They soon outgrew 
their space in the Boydell Building and moved to a new factory at Monroe and Hastings. 
Corcoran & Maher produced auto lamps in this building in 1909, and Sterling Garage Company 
occupied part of the building in the 1940s and 1950s. David Buick is also associated with this 
building. 
References: 
Detroit City Directories; Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Jean Madden Pitrone 
and Joan Potter Elwart, The Dodges: The Auto Family Fortune and Misfortune (South Bend, IN: 
Icarus Press, 1981); Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 
733-39 St. Antoine 
Description: This east facing three-story brick factory building with a galvanized-steel façade 
was constructed in 1897 for the Detroit Cornice & Slate Company by architect Harry J. Rill. It is 
situated on the southwest corner of St. Antoine and Lafayette. The company, specializing in 
roofing construction, was founded by Frank A. Hesse and James L. Creswell in 1888 and 
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remained in the building until 1972. The building was shared at times by other craft workers, 
such as Tibble & Sielaff, sculptors specializing in ornamental plaster works. The hammered and 
pressed galvanized-steel façade was fabricated inside the shop during construction and was 
painted to resemble stone. Although the façade remains unchanged, a brick addition was 
constructed to the west, which expanded the interior space of the building. 
 The south elevation is articulated into three bays of elaborate friezes and tympanums in a 
classical design that was hammered by hand. The ground floor has storefront windows with two 
entrances, and the steel is shaped to resemble smooth-faced ashlar stone piers. The second and 
third floors have paired windows in each bay separated by engaged Ionic columns. The 
projecting roof peak with a swan’s neck pediment is topped with a soaring eagle figure. 
Significance: The building is significant for its hand hammered and pressed galvanized-steel 
façade. The use of galvanized steel evolved out of the cast-iron tradition to emulate stone. It was 
a faster and cheaper way to create an ornamental building façade. The structure is also an early, 
and rare for its time, example of using one’s building as advertisement. This became more 
prominent in the 1920s and 1930s as a way to catch the eye of the consumer as the automobile 
gained popularity and acceptance. The building is also an excellent example of the size and 
shape many small independent industrial shops took before the appearance of the large factory 
building, which housed mass-production processes. Many of the German metal workers who 
were employed in this highly skilled craft went on to work in the burgeoning automobile 
industry. 
References: 
Detroit Urban Conservation Project records, 1976; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Detroit City 
Directories; “Detroit Cornice & Slate Company Building,” National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form, 1974 
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