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HISTOBIG .BLENHEIM COVEFED BPIDGE 

From: Schenect,'..1dy union-Star, f'ebruary 26, 1930 

I . 

The covered-bridge at blenheim was erected as R toll bridge. 

J<'or many years a toll-keeper lived in " small houso at one end 

of this brldge Pnd c~me out to exact toll from every traveler. 

Many were the ingenious ways devised to beet the toll-keeper of 

his chc·rge. Rut there was always the strong wooden gate which he 

hastily shut when he saw 8 doubtful char8cter a,)proaching. And 

nights 1 t was necessary to beet up end hallos him out of bed in 

order to get tnrough as the gate was fastened with chains and a 

huge iron padlock • 

7 Nick Powers Gets Contrapt 
' 

J. Dickinson was president of the company organized to build 

the Hlenheim bridge. A contract was let to Nick Powers to design 

, 0 nd erect tne structure. Powers had bui 1 t many bridges but this 

was to be his masterpiece, a veritable monument to his craft. 

The Blenheim bridge is entirely of wood, native oak ~nd nine, 

exceut e few hand wroae;ht bolts to hold the lattice work toget 0,er. 

It is a double oridge, twenty-six feet wide, with two driveways, 

and, of cour e, is roofed, otherwise it would hsve rotted down 

rhrough the center of this bridge, between the two 

driveways, runs~ great arch of wood, built un of heavy planks, 

extendins f'rom pier to uier. For the most p!!!rt all the beams are 

pinned •nd keyed, fitted with wedges for tightening. 

This curious structure was not built out over the stream as 
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• most people imagine, but was constructed Diece by piece ba"'k of 

the present Village of North Blenheim, near the site, and there 

• 

set up to m<ake certain that every part was perfect before actual 

erection over the river was attemuted, ,Vhile the bridge was 

being made by the csrpenter s, under the direction of Nick Eowers, 

masons were at work on the two stone piers, one at each bank of the 

stream. 

At that time there was no need 1·or the present steel span at 

the west end of the covered bridge, as it was all sou d ground. 1 t 

was many years later, during an unusual spring flood, that the 

'l"i ver b:roke th :rough there and washed out a great w ide channel, which 

necessitated another span, or ~n extention to the old bridge, al­

thougn no water flowed beneath this steel structure, ny that time 

t~e builders of wooden cridges were all ~one so 2 steel spen was 

purchssed. 

A J'·,g ln the Abut"1ents 

It is rel8ted on excellent authority that the skillf'ul ?ich 

had a natural weekness 'for something ctronger than river water. 

And old residei;ts of Jjlenl1eim insist tiHJt there is 8 1'l rge ju~· of' 

fine old rye whiskey buried in onu O" ;,he other of the bridge ,,but­

ments, ·rhis was not aone intentionally, or ·,.Ji th 'lny pomp and cere­

mony, but quite b~r 0 ccident. Yresident Dickinson, of the bridge 

companp, was 0 tetot··ller, as the "drys'' were celled in those days. 

He had a nosey h"bit of drivin1,: uu at unexpected raoments to see how 

his bridge was coming along. 

One day, so the father of ex-sheriff Adie .t:Hadwin, always 

stat'3d, (and ne wo:rked on tne bridge J, they sent a .!:'olish stone 

work:'.1.an, over the mount11in, to Tibbets, now know ·-,s clrooyr:e Centre, 
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for a jug of whiskey. Just as he returned with the beverage 

Dickinson Topeared before they had time to uncork it, ,nd so it 

was hastily hidden in the nearest place available, which hanpened 

to be the construction work of one of the abutments. Dickinson 

stayed right there, his engle eye on those thirsty masons, spoeding 

up the work, and they never had a chRnce to rescue it. ~o, at lest, 

it was necessary to W8ll the jug in Pad build the stone work up 

right around it where, sup0osedly, it. remains to this day. 

1:mil t 'rhen Moved to Scene 

--

After the giant bridge was cut and tailored b;cck of the village, 
\ 

and then put together to make cer:eain that all was right, it was taken 

apart and then began the difficult work of erecting 1 t over the 

stream. Temporary scaffolding, called "bents", were set up across 

the river and the flc;or beams of the new bridge lAid and leveled on 

this superstructure. i'hile this work was in progress a boy was 

killed, when one of the tall, heavy log bents t"ell. besides the 

ordinary c rpenters necessary to put up such a high bridge, l:'owers 

hired 2 number of young rellows, called "climbers" who were not 

afraid to work high over the ft1st ,, ater. And there youths ;,ut to­

gether and assembled, 0.ll the "stt cks" of the high work. 

The nicturesQue old bridge has had many adventures •. 1t has 

been R!'i\le three times c'nd is now insured like 2ny ordinary house. 

rwice the roof c:rnght tire from windblown .~marks and embers from 

bnrning buildings in the village. ~nd one, msny years ago, when 

traveling tinkers went about mending pots and pnns, c?rryinp; a 

small charcoRl stove to heat their soldering irons, one of these 

tinkers went to sleep in the bridge and tinped nis stove over. 'l'he 

hot coals ignited the wooden bridge but·someone happened along in 
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f ire out f<nd to sober up 
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