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THE JOHNSOR HOURE
6306 Germantomn Avenus, German
Philadeliohla
Penneylvanie

Ormer: Women's Clur of Cermgntovn,
Date of Frectlons 1768,

Arelitect, opd Builder: No record,
Preagent Condition: Good.

. Bumber of Stories: Twe, end esllsr,

of Consiructicns Stone.

Ling Recordn: Bee taxt.
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THE JOHNSON HOUSE e
6206 GHRMANTOWN AVE,, PHILADFIPHIA, PENNA,

Tirck Jansen, an ancestor of the Johnson
family, was one of the original lot owners in German-
town, The family came Trom Holland and the house
reflects the architecture of the homeland,

The houge was built by John Jolnson in
1768, It stood in the thickest of the fight in the
Battle of Germantown, October 4, 1777, John Johnson,
alarmed by the noise, went to the door te look out, A
British officer riding by advised the family to seek a
place of safety, It was early in the morning and the
maids had just brought in the nmorning'!s milk from the
barn, They hastily left it and oulickly acught refuge
in the cellar, After the Battle the British soldlers
swarmed througsnh the house, drank thke milk and cleared the
kKitchen of evervthing eatable,

There are bullet heles still visiblie through
trree decors and a cannon ball knocked a plece out of
the north corner of the house, Back of the house there
were a wall and s fence about a hundred fset apart,
The British were behind the wall and thrhe Americans behind
the fence, A spirited engegement took place in which
the imericans got the worst of it as the bullets easlly
penebrated the fence, This fence, riddied with bullets,
stood until 120€, when it was removed to the Museum of
the Germantown Hizstorical Socilety,

John Jonnson died in 1805, His son Sanuel
who inherited the place dled in 1847, Iils wife l1lved
there until her death in 1876, 7The two daughters occupled
it until 1905 when 1t became the property of another
Samuel., In 1017 it was bought by the Woman's Club of
Germantown,

During the Civil War the hcouse was a station
of the "Underground Railway" whieh conveyed fugitive
slaves from the South to Canada,

When it was bulilt, the house was one of {he
largest and most substantial in Germantown, and on this
account gave some concern to members of the Society of
Friends, of which body the Johnsons were members,

Changes in the grade of the stirest must
have been made, the frontage of the house having suffered
a rise,

The house is interesting architecturally on
account of its quaint exterior which clearly shows the
Dutech Influence, The detsil of the interior finish,



expecislly the puneled ends of rooms and the stairway,
is goutstanding,

The above account is taken from the "Guide
fook to Historic Gernmantown" by Charlies F, Jenkins, 1904,
o, 24, and "The Colonial Homes of Philadelphia and 1ts
Neighbourhood" by I, D, Fberlein and I, M, Lippincott,
1812, po. 239~241 - See also "Ancient and Modern
Germantown" by Rev, &, ¥. Hotchkin, 1880,
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