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HISTORIC AMERICAN LANDSCAPES SURVEY 
 

ENRIGHT PARK 
 

          HALS NO. PA-31 
 
Location: The intersection of Amber and Eva Streets, Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, 

Pennsylvania.  
 

Its northern boundary is a line parallel to and 200 feet south of Penn Avenue and 
its eastern boundary is parallel to and 242 feet west of S. Euclid Ave. To the 
south, the park is bounded by Topaz Way and a small surface parking lot of off 
Amber St. The park’s western boundary is a line parallel to and 275 feet east of 
S. Negley Ave. 
 
40.461958, -79.930316 (Southwest park entrance, Google Earth, WGS84) 

  
Significance: Enright Park is a small city park constructed in 1964 as part of the urban renewal 

of the East Liberty neighborhood of Pittsburgh. Urban renewal is a national story 
of exceptional significance for the breadth and depth of its impact on traditional 
city neighborhoods. Its implementation hastened, rather than corrected, East 
Liberty’s post-World War II decline; however, with its emphasis on relieving 
crowding and congestion, urban renewal also introduced parks to a 
neighborhood which historically lacked any public open space. Enright Park was 
designed by the firm of Griswold, Winters, and Swain, which skillfully 
organized a variety of passive and active uses in the park’s compact 2.28 acres. 

  
Description: Enright Park is a 2.28 acre urban park, rectangular in shape with a notch out of 

its southwestern corner where a private surface parking lot intrudes. The park 
was originally contiguous with the privately-owned open space that comprises 
the setting of the apartment buildings surrounding the park on three sides. Today 
Enright Park’s north, east, and west boundaries are firmly defined by chain-link 
fencing installed ca. 2000. At its southern edge, the park is bounded by an alley, 
Topaz Way, and a traditional grid of neighborhood streets containing two-to-
three story detached houses and small apartment buildings. 
 
Due to the fencing, entry into the park is currently restricted to two areas. On its 
western side, the park is open to the intersection of Eva and Amber streets. On 
its southern edge, it is open to S. St. Clair St. and Topaz Way. Wide, paved paths 
further define the entry points into the park. 
 
The topography of Enright Park is close to flat with a slight incline in grade to 
the west. Vegetation consists of grassy lawn with some shrubbery and 43 trees 
planted in different densities and formations throughout. Species include pin oak, 
scarlet oak, northern red oak, red maple, Norway pine, and ginkgo. 
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The path system laid out by Griswold, Winter and Swain leads to and around the 
park’s recreational and natural features. Recreational features include: two 
basketball courts set end-to-end just east of the park’s north-south center line and 
a paved play area to the west of the northerly court that contains two play 
structures; two swing sets; a foursquare court; a small, hipped-roofed, concrete-
block utility building; and a playful water feature in the form of a concrete whale 
with a spout. This fountain is located in a shallow concrete basin which is also 
equipped with sprinkler pipes. A drinking fountain is integral to the east side 
wall of the utility building. 
 
Benches face inward toward the ball courts and play areas. Except for one play 
structure and the swings themselves, which have been replaced, the park’s 
recreational features are original. Soft surfacing has been added over the original 
asphalt paving beneath the play equipment and swing sets. 
 
Plans show the northerly basketball court to have originally been designated an 
“all-purpose” court and to have been equivalent in size to its southerly neighbor. 
At an unknown date, the length of the northern court was reduced, and the area 
of lawn between the two courts was enlarged. 
 
A path across the grass between the two basketball courts establishes a diagonal 
trajectory between the active recreational features of the park to the west and a 
passive area of long, linear lawn to the east of the courts. An allée of pin oak 
trees along the eastern edge of the park further emphasizes the linear character of 
this section and its relationship to S. St. Clair St., the historic right-of-way of 
which the allée follows. 
 
The allée leads from S. St. Clair St. to the northeastern quarter of the park. This 
has a pastoral character, dotted with mature scarlet oaks that relate less directly 
to the park’s circulation pattern. There are no paths or other built features in the 
park’s northeastern corner, making it the park’s most naturalistic area. 
 
South of the entry path from Amber St. and west of the basketball courts is a flat 
meadow shaded by three large scarlet oaks. A shuffle ball court, originally 
designed for this section of the park, appears on plans and is visible on a 1967 
aerial view, but was eliminated at an unknown date. A path and narrow strip of 
grass connect this area to the park’s southernmost section. Here, an ellipse of 
lawn and a row of red maple trees buffer the basketball court from Topaz Way. 
 
Twelve trees planted in 2005 are not original to the park landscape. These are 
found throughout the park and can be distinguished from the trees planted in the 
1960s by their smaller calipers and different species, including serviceberries, 
dawn redwoods, and a tulip tree. 
 
Despite some modifications to its recreational features and additional plantings, 
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Enright Park retains a high degree of integrity. Its original plan, a compact 
arrangement of distinct but compatible zones for active and passive recreation, 
remains intact. The tree canopy, now over 50 years old, has matured to become 
what its designers must have intended: an urban oasis which is perceptibly cooler 
than surrounding streets on hot summer days and displays the natural beauty of 
budding branches in spring, changing leaves in fall, and snow-laden boughs in 
winter. 

  
History: Enright Park was designed in 1964 by the firm of Griswold, Winters, and Swain, 

which was founded by noted landscape architect Ralph Griswold in 1930 and 
still exists as GWSM. From 1934-1945, Ralph Griswold had himself served as 
Pittsburgh’s first Superintendent of Parks. He had extensive experience with, and 
deep commitment to, public open space and was the designer of Pittsburgh’s 
greatest urban renewal park, Point State Park. By the 1960s, Griswold was semi-
retired, so it seems likely that Enright Park was designed by an employee in the 
Pittsburgh office, not Griswold himself. Still, Enright Park illustrates his firm’s 
ongoing commitment to modernism in public landscape design and to parks as 
essential components of cities.  
 
Modernism emerged during the 1930s as a reaction to the perceived excesses—
aesthetic as well as economic—which had preceded the stock market crash of 
1929.  Modernists also rebelled against the imitation of previous styles and 
sought to design landscapes, as well as buildings, that were functional and met 
the practical needs of users. They were inspired by modern art and natural forms 
and rejected the authoritarianism they saw as inherent in classical symmetry and 
formality. Modernists instead used plantings in a structural way to create places 
and experiences; emphasized asymmetry and irregular forms; strove for low 
maintenance; and extended 20th century building materials, such as concrete, 
into the landscape (Cultural Landscape Foundation). 
 
By the 1960s, the landscape architecture profession was also increasingly 
embracing large-scale master planning, and vice versa. Accordingly, Griswold’s 
firm worked with the City to integrate Enright Park into a larger scheme for 
modern housing, shopping, transportation, and recreation in East Liberty. On a 
granular level, modernism in landscape design is expressed through Enright 
Park’s asymmetrical plan, its use of low-maintenance 20th century building 
materials, and its lack of overtly ornamental plantings in favor of arranging trees 
and other features to create an efficient sequence of active and passive zones in a 
small area. 
 
Because the City was inserting new parks into existing, dense urban 
neighborhoods, Enright Park and other urban renewal-era parks were compact. 
They emphasized active recreation over ornamental horticulture, but also 
provided passive use areas of grassy meadow and groves of trees. In its 2.28 
acres, Enright Park delivers, almost in miniature, everything asked of an urban 
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park. The playground, swing sets, and ball courts encourage active recreation for 
all ages; ball courts and lawns provide both sport-specific and flexible play areas 
that accommodate many different games and organized activities; a playful water 
feature is a focal point. Paths access more pastoral areas used for less-structured 
activities such as picnicking, walking dogs away from children’s play areas, and 
relaxing in the shade of mature trees.  
 
One way the city maximized the impact of urban renewal’s small parks was by 
co-locating them with new developments that also contained open space. When 
it opened, Enright Park was contiguous with the large lawns surrounding 
Pennley Place South, an apartment complex that opened in 1968 on land also 
acquired for redevelopment by the URA. This land was purchased in 1966 by a 
private developer which constructed the apartment buildings. These ranged from 
four to eight stories and were set in their own (privately-held) landscaped 
grounds and arrayed in a U shape around three sides of the park. Together, the 
apartment complex and Enright Park formed a superblock bounded by Penn 
Avenue—East Liberty's major commercial thoroughfare—to the north; Euclid 
Avenue to the east; and Negley Avenue to the west. Originally, there was no line 
of demarcation between the buildings’ park-like setting and the actual public 
park, an idealistic blurring of the boundary between public and private open 
space that has since been delineated with fencing. As of 2017, the Pennley Place 
apartment buildings are being demolished and their site is again planned for 
redevelopment. 
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Figure 1. Overview of Enright Park in winter, Pennley Place apartments  
visible in background. View to east. (Angelique Bamberg, Dec. 2015) 
 
 

 
Figure 2. Overview of Enright Park in winter. View to SE. (Angelique  
Bamberg, Dec. 2015) 
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Figure 3. Lawn adjacent to Amber Street under shade of scarlet oaks in  
early fall. View to east. (Angelique Bamberg, Oct. 2015) 
 

 
Figure 4. Enright Park’s asymmetrical layout clusters play equipment and  
a water-spouting whale sculpture west of the basketball courts and  
between two shaded lawns, shown here in summer, when mature trees are  
in full leaf. View to north. (Angelique Bamberg, July 2014) 
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Figure 5. Allée of pin oaks and long lawn on axis with S. St. Clair Street as  
they appear in winter. The fenced basketball courts, seen at right, buffer this  
tranquil area from the active play zone on the western side of the park.  
View to SW. (Angelique Bamberg, Feb. 2017) 
 

 
Figure 6. Red maple trees at Topaz Way form a gateway from S. St. Clair  
St. to the park's long lawn and pin oak allée. View to NE. (Angelique  
Bamberg, Apr. 2017) 
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Figure 7. Basketball court and scarlet oak trees at northeastern end of  
park. View to east. (Angelique Bamberg, Oct. 2015) 
 

 
Figure 8. Pastoral area north of basketball courts in spring. View to west.  
(Angelique Bamberg, Apr. 2017) 
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Figure 9. Scarlet oaks, paths, and basketball courts at dawn. View to east.  
(Angelique Bamberg, Dec. 2015) 
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Figure 10. Enright Park site plan (Jason M. Roth, July 28, 2017) 
 




