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CASA WIECHERS-VILLARONGA 
 

HABS No. PR-139 
 
Location: Casa Wiechers-Villaronga is located at Calle Reina 106, Ponce, 

Ponce Municipio, Puerto Rico.  The house is bounded to the east 
by Méndez Vigo Street and to the south by Reina Isabel Street and 
is located one block from the town’s main plaza.   

 
The coordinates for the house are 18.004427 N, -66.365685 W, 
and they were obtained through Google Earth in September 2015.  
There is no restriction on the release of the locational data to the 
public. 

 
Present Owner: Institute of Puerto Rican Culture 
 
Present Use:  Museum of Ponce Architecture 
 
Significance: The Wiechers-Villaronga House is easily identifiable from different 

locations by its round pergola at the top of its corner bay. Delicate 
neoclassical bas relief details decorate its striking façade. Designed 
by Alfredo B. Wiechers as his own residence and studio, this house 
is representative of Catalan modernisme, a Spanish approach to 
Art Nouveau for which the city of Ponce is well-known.  Casa 
Weichers-Villaronga is one of the structures in Ponce that still 
maintains wood double doors, elaborate iron grillwork, pressed tin 
ceilings, stained glass, and floors rich in texture and patterns.  The 
house was built in 1912 by local mason-contractor Elías 
Concepción. One important feature of the house is the articulation 
of the façade at the corner. The curve here is due to the architect’s 
intention to create a sense of movement, which is an important 
characteristic of modernismo. Also the restrictions and building 
codes of the time stipulated that in order to improve circulation and 
visibility, buildings should have a “chaflan” or beveled corner to 
expand the intersection.  

 
 The house features Neoclassical and Baroque-inspired cornices, 

pilasters, bas reliefs, and moldings. Its style evolved from a mixture 
of European influences particularly Catalan modernisme. Wiechers 
had studied at the Ecole Spéciale d’Architecture in Paris and after 
graduation worked in Barcelona, Spain with Enric Sagnier. During 
that time many architects were adopting modernism as the new 
way of designing, especially Sagnier who was very popular. 
Wiechers was strongly influenced by French Art Nouveau and 
Sagnier, the Catalonian architect, appreciated this about him. In 
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Wiechers’ design of his house in Ponce “the architect’s full 
professional outlook becomes evident: adhering to traditional urban 
conceptions, integrating them into a French academic training and 
Barcelona’s experience of modernism, and finally succeeding in 
appropriating architectural elements particular to the city of 
Ponce.”1 Casa Wiechers-Villaronga is still an iconic piece of 
architecture in Ponce. 

 
Description: The house is one-story with a courtyard in the back. It has masonry 

exterior walls with wood interior partitions. While clearly influenced 
by neoclassical and Spanish architecture, Wiechers adapted his 
design to the needs and requirements of the tropics. The main 
entrance is located on Reina Isabel Street. The house is painted 
pink with white accents and can be noticed throughout the historic 
district due to its corner pergola. This feature is supported by six 
columns and included Art Nouveau ironwork. The corner bay also 
displays floral motifs and wood frame windows with stained glass. 

 
 One important aspect of the house is the flooring.  It consists 

mostly of hydraulic mosaic. This type of flooring came to Puerto 
Rico from Barcelona around 1900. No oven was required in this 
process and its low cost facilitated its use in many projects of the 
time. The preparation included placing pigment with water and 
cement in a mold where the design was consolidated by a hydraulic 
press. For the Wiechers-Villaronga house the hydraulic mosaics 
were imported from Spain. Also, marble, ceramic and wood are 
used throughout the interior of the house. The windows and doors 
included operable wood shutters to allow ventilation. Another 
important element in the interior is the arch in the dining room, also 
known as medio punto.  

 
History: Casa Wiechers Villaronga was built in 1912 by architect Alfredo B. 

Wiechers, as a residence for himself and his family. Later he sold 
the house to Mario Mercado as a wedding gift for his daughter, who 
was engaged to Gabriel Villaronga.  Wiechers was born in Ponce 
and studied in France. After graduating with many achievements he 
worked in Barcelona, Spain with Catalonian architect Enric Sagnier. 
While practicing in Puerto Rico Wiechers designed some of the 
most important buildings in Ponce such as the Bank of Ponce, the 
Havana Theater, and Casa Serrallés. This work reflected Wiechers’ 
skill with proportion and ornamentation. The house was later 
acquired by the Institute of Puerto Rican Culture and currently 
serves as a house museum. Many important details have been 

                                                           
1
 Jorge Rigau. Puerto Rico 1900:  Turn-of-the-Century Architecture in the Hispanic Caribbean, 1890-1930. (New 

York:  Rizzoli, 1992). 
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maintained and the house contains original furniture imported from 
Barcelona.  The house is one of Wiecher’s best designs and an 
important example of European influence on Puerto Rican 
architecture. 

 
 
Historian: Carolina De La Cruz Rodríguez (student) 
 
 
Sources: “Villaronga House” Ponce, Puerto Rico.  National Register of 

Historic Places Nomination Form, National Park Service, 
Washington, DC. 

 
 Rigau, Jorge. Puerto Rico 1900:  Turn-of-the-century Architecture 

in the Hispanic Caribbean, 1890-1930.  New York:  Rizzoli, 1992. 
 
Project  
Information: The drawings and research for this project were completed by 

students of the School of Architecture at Polytechnic University of 
Puerto Rico through an Architectural Documentation Workshop, 
Spring-Summer 2015 (Andrea Carrión, Liliana De Jesús, Carolina 
De La Cruz Rodríguez, Alexander Esparolini, Kimberly Galán, Eric 
Garced, Alejandra González, Waldo Marte, Jonathan Medina, 
Viviana Méndez, Benny Rodríguez, Jocsan Rodríguez). The 
workshop was led by Professor Claudia Rosa-López, assisted by 
Professor José Lorenzo-Torres. The documentation (drawings and 
history) was submitted to the 2015 Peterson Prize student drawing 
competition. 


