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CASA SERRALLÉS

HABS PR-84 

Location: 45 Calle Reina Isabel, Ponce, Ponce Municipio, Puerto Rico. 

The center point of the house is located at latitude: 18.012602, longitude: 
-66.610827. The coordinate was obtained August 2018 using Google
Earth (WGS84); there is no restriction to the public for its use.

Present Owner: Institute of Puerto Rican Culture 

Present Use:   Puerto Rican Music Museum 

Significance:  The house is an example of Catalan Modernisme. The Serallés residence 
was designed in 1911 by local architect Alfredo B. Wiechers Pieretti for 
the owners of the Mercedita Distillery.  Occupying one of the most 
important corners of the Señorial City, the architect designed an 
unmistakable curved corner with a variety of Art Nouveau details and 
ornaments. Wiechers established his main entrance facing Isabel Street, 
defining it by a portico decorated with garlands and culminating with an 
oculus in the upper part of the entrance hall. Decorative elements such as 
the semi-circular fluted pilasters with Ionic capitals, garlands, cast iron 
works, double wooden doors with operable wood shutters, marble ashlar 
base were added in Ponce residences as a symbol of goodwill for 
passersby. 

Description: The one story house has proportions and decorative elements that make it 
look slender and elegant. The residence is built on a base of masonry 
brick, covered with pink marble granelo, from the quarries of Juana Diaz. 
All kinds of ornaments can be appreciated among the outstanding 
architectural features of the residence, such as mosaics, large interior 
spaces, handcrafted decoration with elaborate designs and Art Nouveau 
details. From the outside, aspects such as the curve can be appreciated 
along with the portico-combined oculis that frames the spatial sequence of 
the entrance hall and establishes a series of unique elements characteristic 
of Wiechers. From the inside other aspects can be admired, such as the 
treatment of the "medio punto” culminated in both ends with Ionic 
columns and a series of ornaments. The house possessed a rich variety of 
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hydraulic cement and mosaic tile floor patterns, purchased from the Scofet 
factory in Barcelona, Spain. Also there is a size variety in each of the 
doors, which vary according to the size of the space. The residence also 
has a richness of pressed-tin ceiling with different patterns over the most 
important spaces. Everything culminates in a spectacular semi-circular 
space with stained glass windows overlooking the large courtyard. The 
stained glass windows are a reinterpretation based on the originals, 
fabricated by students participating in a workshop school program. Today 
the building is used as a music museum. 
  

History: At the beginning of the 19th century, Sebastián Serrallés arrived in Puerto 
Rico from Catalonia, Spain. He bought Hacienda Teresa, land that would 
eventually become Hacienda Mercedita, created by his son Juan Serrallés 
who was left in charge of everything his father had left them when he 
returned to Spain. Juan Serrallés, apart from creating Hacienda Mercedita, 
which later becomes Central Mercedita, also created the Mercedita 
Distillery, where they managed to manufacture experimental rums until 
achieving a formula he considered perfect. When his son Juan Eugenio 
Serrallés died, he took charge and decided to buy the land in the urban 
area of Ponce, where Alfredo Wiechers designed his home. At the time the 
Serrallés were gaining much more income, thanks to the cane and rum 
industry that continued to grow. Later on, Eugenio decided to buy land at 
the Vigia area, in which Pedro de Castro designed his new home, which is 
known today as the Serrallés Castle. It was splendidly designed and built 
thanks to Eugenio's daughter, who managed to convince him so, for at the 
beginning he did not want it that way. When Eugenio and the rest of the 
family moved to his new residence, his son Felix Juan Serrallés stayed at 
the town house, who eventually took charge of the Ron Don Q Central and 
the Distillery. The house was abandoned for a long period of time when 
the Serrallés-Nevaréz moved away. In 1990, the Institute of Puerto Rican 
Culture acquires the Serrallés Residence. Later in 1995, a rehabilitation 
and restoration process was carried out by architect Jose Ricardo 
Coleman-Davis Pagán. Many changes were made to the house, such as 
adding a new volume with an elevator for ADA compliance, and 
bathrooms for the courtyard area. In 1996 The Institute of Puerto Rican 
Culture inaugurated the building as the Music Museum.  

 
Historians:  Nicole M. Mantilla, Lester J. Negrón, Sergio G. Ramírez and Alexandra I. 

Rodríguez (students) 
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Sources: Rigau, Jorge.  Puerto Rico 1900:  Turn-of the century Architecture in the 
Hispanic Caribbean, 1890-1930. New York: Rizzoli, 1992. 

 
Project   
Information:              The documentation, including drawings and research was prepared by 

students of the Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico’s School of 
Architecture and submitted to the 2018 Peterson Prize Student Drawing 
Competition. The documentation process, led by Professor Magda M. 
Bardina García, and assisted by Professor Roberto E. García Soto, began 
in the Spring semester of 2018 and culminated in the Summer session of 
2018.  Participating students: Eva Belgodere, Eduardo A. Caraballo, 
Isamar Collazo, Adriana G. González, Nicole M. Mantilla, Lester J. 
Negrón, Sergio G. Ramírez, Eliezer Ramos, Alice M. Ríos, Aurelis Ríos, 
Jennifer M. Rivera, Alexandra I. Rodríguez and Karla E. Ruiz.  




