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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUIU)INGS StEVEX       HABS No. VA-607 

"GREEN HILL" SLAVE QUARTERS . ,A^ 

Address:        Virginia Road No. 728, Long Island Vicinity, 
Campbell County, Virginia. ,W"lK- 

Present Owner;   L. H. Holland and brothers 

Present Use:     Chicken* House. Used by owners. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

"Green Hill" plantation was built by Samuel Pannill who first 
bought 600 acres from William and tfoses Fuqua in 1797, and 
added to and developed the plantation (til his death in I864. 

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A. General Statement 

1. Architectural character: This small frame building has 
changed very little from its early form, although it is 
now in poor condition and used as a chicken house. 

2. Condition of fabric: Exterior in poor condition. 
Framing appears to sound. 

B. Technical Description of Exterior 

1. Overall dimensions: Approximately 14' x 20', 1-1/2 
stories high. 

2. Foundations: Field stone, dry construction. 

3. Wall construction: Frame with 3" x 4" stud walls and 
rafters. Walls covered with weatherboarding, not original. 

4. Stoops: Large stepping stone at doorway. 

5- Chimneys: One stone chimney centrally located In east 
end. Flue Is starting to fall in near top. 

6. Openings; 

a.        Doorways and doors:    One exterior door located 
slightly off-center In south wall.    Original 
board and batten door still in place. 



"GREEN HHi" StAVE QUARTERS 
(MBS  No. VA-607)(Page 2) 

b.   Windows and shutters: Three window openings on  ' * 
first floor; one opening located in east wall, : 
north of chimney; one opening in north wall 
centered in wall; one opening in center of west 
wall in the gable ends; on second floor, two 
single sash windows located one in east wall 
north of chimney and one in west wall.   Ex- 
terior trim remaining on windows. Some sash 
without glass in two openings. No evidence of 
shutters used. 

7. Roof: 

a. Shape, covering: Gable roof presently covered 
with sheet metal, . 

b. Eaves: Boxed eaves formed by second floor foists pro- 
jecting about 10", covered with a beaded fascia 
board and soffit. Tapered and beaded verge board 
on gable ends. Ends of eaves covered by extension 
of weatherboarding and verge boards rather than a 
cover board. 

C. Technical Description of Interior; Interior was not investi- 
gated. Presently in use as a chicken house. Has wooden floor. 

Prepared by Qrville W. Carroll, Architect 
National Park Service 
October I960. 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

GREEN HILL, SLAVE QUARTERS 
(Green Hill, Slave House) 

This is an addendum to a 2-page report previously transmitted to the Library of Congress. 

Location: 378 Pannills Road (State Route 728), Southwest of the town of Long Island, near 
the junction of Epsons and Pannills Roads, Long Island vicinity, Campbell 
County, Virginia. The Slave Quarters is located close to latitude: 37.061631, 
longitude: -79.071642. The coordinate was obtained in 2019 using Google Earth 
(WGS84); there is no restriction to the public for its use. 

Significance: At the far end of the domestic yard, separated by a hundred feet from the kitchen, 
is a frame slave house which is said to be one of perhaps half a dozen quarters 
once located in this area of the complex.1  The only other visible site is marked by 
a lean-to chimney exactly paralleling the surviving chimney of a lost 19th-century 
lean-to behind this house.  Like other buildings remaining at Green Hill, the slave 
house represents a relatively high level of accommodation and detail for its 
function.  Initially it contained a room with finished walls and ultimately it 
consisted of three rooms, the rear room possibly being a kitchen. The fact that at 
most two such houses are actually known to have existed there, and the presence 
of at least several black craftsmen on Samuel Pannill’s property in 1859 enhance 
the probability that this represents housing far superior to that occupied by most 
of Pannill’s slaves.2 

Description: The existing building began as a single room-plan house constructed about 1800. 
It has undergone two periods of change, both before the Civil War.  When first 
built, the house had its present front elevation (with a single door opening to the 
right of center), a 4’ 9”-wide chimney at the right end, and a ladder stair in the 
right rear corner.  The first floor was well finished, with planed and beaded joists 
as well as planed and beaded wall sheathing.  At the eaves, the ends of the joists 
were protected with a beaded fascia, but their undersides to which the interior 
beading extended were left exposed.  The unheated attic consisted of a room with 
exposed rafters and collars.  There is evidence for only a small window in the 
right gable.  Unlike the first-floor walls, the attic was never whitewashed. 

The first alteration, in the period of cut nails, involved construction of the present 

                                                            
1Frank Holland, interview with Edward Chappell, Green Hill, November 4, 1981. 

2Of 187 slaves listed in Pannill's 1859 will, three were identified by profession:  Ryal, carpenter; Edward, house servant; 
and Simon, blacksmith.  Campbell County Will Book 12, pp. 577-8. 
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wider chimney, removal of the ladder stair to the front left corner, and addition of 
the present beaded siding.  The square-headed stone face of the chimney was 
exposed on the interior, and there is no evidence of a mantel.  Possibly in the 
same period, the right gable window was moved to its present location behind the 
chimneystack. 

A now-destroyed rear lean-to seems to postdate the new siding, which became the 
interior wall covering for the front wall of the new room.  The low pitch of the 
lean-to is visible in the rear chimney and its ceiling joists were cut through the 
rear fascia and nailed to the sides of the first-period joists.  The stonework of the 
lean-to chimney is finer than that of the front chimney, and its segmental arched 
fireplace has an ashlar surround of a more granular and pale stone.  Iron trammel 
bars in the rear chimneys of both houses imply that some productive function took 
place there.  Perhaps this allowed occupants to remove cooking from the main 
room—a degree of functional segregation virtually unknown among other rural 
Chesapeake slaves. 

History: The Slave House is one of a number of outbuildings erected by Samuel Pannill as 
part of his extensive Green Hill plantation, beginning after his initial land 
purchase in 1797. Pannill rose to become the richest man in post-Revolutionary 
Virginia, yet despite his wealth he built a relatively modest house, focusing 
instead on farm operations. As part of that effort, Pannill assemble one of the 
most extensive and costly plantation complexes known from the early 
Chesapeake, including many exceptional outbuildings. Among them is the Slave 
House was erected c.1800. The date is based on material evidence such as the use 
of wrought nails, hewn and pit-sawn framing, and beaded joists and sheathing. 
Further evidence indicates a second period of construction that occurred during 
the first half nineteenth century, such as cut nails and pit-sawn lumber. Finally, a 
third phase occurred not long after as indicated by the use again of cut nails and 
the examination of the stonework related to wash house and second-period 
kitchen masonry. 

The building was used as a dwelling into the twentieth century.  A mantel was 
then added and first-floor windows were cut into both ends, the latter possibly 
obscuring evidence of earlier windows.  Within the past twenty years, the house 
has been used as a chicken coop and now as storage space. 

Sources: Campbell County, Virginia, Land Records. 

_____________________, Register of Wills. 

Early, R. H. Campbell Chronicles and Family Sketches Embracing the History of 
Campbell County, Virginia 1782-1926 (Lynchburg, Virginia:  J. P. Bell 
Company, 1927), 473-74. 
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Historian: Edward A. Chappell, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, using documentary 
research by Julie Richter, 1982. 

Project 
Information: The documentation of Green Hill was undertaken by the Architectural Research 

Department of the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, in 1982. Beginning in 
1980, the Architectural Research Department conducted intensive recording of 
early buildings in the Chesapeake region. A primary purpose of the work was to 
capture evidence through buildings, often endangered, for the lives of eighteenth 
and early nineteenth century residents, ranging from enslaved workers to wealthy 
property-owning Virginians and Marylanders. The department’s director Edward 
A. Chappell initiated and managed the project, while Willie Graham served as 
chief recorder. The particular character of the drawings reflects the architectural 
historians’ interest in how buildings evolved and were used over time. Although 
begun as the “Agricultural Buildings Survey,” the scope of the project expanded 
to become a more comprehensive examination of domestic and agricultural sites, 
often including the dwelling house and its associated outbuildings along with 
structures related directly with farming. The buildings were measured and drawn 
by Ed Chappell, Willie Graham, Mark Schara, Douglas Taylor, Donna Hole and 
Charles (see individual sheets). The historical report was written by Edward A. 
Chappell using documentary research by Julie Richter. Catherine C. Lavoie edited 
and transferred them into HABS format. The drawings were scanned onto HABS 
title block by HABS architect, Robert Arzola. This undertaking was part of a 
larger effort to incorporate the documentation produced by the Architectural 
Research Department at Colonial Williamsburg (now the Grainger Department of 
Architectural Preservation and Research) into the HABS collection, begun in 
2017 under the direction of Jeff Klee, the Shirley and Richard Roberts 
Architectural Historian, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation and Catherine C. 
Lavoie, HABS Chief. 
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Figure 1: View of Slave House as seen from path to Main House; Edward Chappell, photographer, June 17, 2008. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 2:  View of front façade of Slave House; Edward Chappell, photographer, June 17, 2008. 
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Figure 3: View of Edward Chappell, photographer, June 17, 2008. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4: View of Slave House interior; Willie Graham, photographer, June 18, 2008. 
 

 


