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Location: 1214 Buchanan Street, McLean, Fairfax County, Virginia 

 
Latitude: 38.938167, Longitude: -77.170934 (Google Earth, WGS84) 

  
Significance: Salona is a homestead and former plantation in McLean, Virginia with a 

significant cultural landscape. The “Langley Tract” was acquired by the Lee 
family through 17th century grants. Revolutionary War hero Henry “Light Horse 
Harry” Lee III, who later served as a Virginia governor and congressman, owned 
Salona for a time. The brick home was built by the Lee family between 1790 and 
1810. During the War of 1812, First Lady Dolley Madison sought refuge at 
Salona when British troops invaded Washington and burned the White House. 
Jacob G. Smoot bought the section of the estate with the house in 1845 and 
renamed it “Salona.” Salona later served as Camp Griffin, a headquarters for the 
Union Army during the Civil War.  

  
Description: Salona is an historic homestead and cultural landscape, whose present-day area 

is 52.4 acres, which includes 7.8 acres owned by the DuVal family and 41-acres 
placed in a conservation easement under the management the Fairfax County 
Park Authority and The Northern Virginia Conservation Trust. The topography 
is predominately level and punctuated with occasional rises and hillocks and 
includes riparian/wetland zones. The land is situated in the Pimmit Run 
watershed, which is a tributary of the Potomac River. Successional woodlands, 
meadows, lawns, springs, fields, gardens and an old orchard can be found on the 
property. Salona remained as a farm until the mid-20th century and agrarian-
related buildings, structures and landscape features remain extant. Notable extant 
features include a stone springhouse, a brick smoke house, a brick mercantile 
house, a brick privy, farm lanes traces, and the ruins of a tobacco shed and a 
bank barn (boulder foundations).  
 
From its origins as a vast plantation in the 18th and 19th centuries, Salona evolved 
in the 20th century into a residential country house in a mixed-use residential 
neighborhood in suburban Washington, DC. The red brick homestead’s 
architectural classification is Late-Georgian/Federal-style. It is sited on a gentle 
rise with a vista of the surrounding lawns, grassland meadows, native trees and 
hedgerows. A variety of historic buildings and structures are adjacent to the 
historic house, and recent additions including a tennis court and swimming pool 
with pergola attached to a pair of pavilions (c. 2007). These recent buildings 
have been setback from the homestead pursuant to preservation guidelines. The 
perimeter of the homestead site is vegetated by hedgerows, fields and 
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woodlands. Housing developments dating from the 1950s to the present-day abut 
the property on the western boundary and are in proximity to the homestead and 
visible from it. 

  
History: The property known as Salona was developed on land acquired by the Lee 

family from 17th century grants. Records indicate that Thomas Lee (1690-1750), 
a land surveyor, owned 2,862 acres – an area that was originally known as the 
“Langley Tract.” This large parcel contained the land that would become the 
present-day Salona. Revolutionary War hero Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee III, 
who later served as a Virginia governor and congressman, owned Salona.  Lee 
was the father of Civil War General Robert E. Lee.  During the War of 1812, 
First Lady Dolley Madison sought refuge at Salona when British troop rampaged 
the Federal City and burned the White House. Salona later served as 
headquarters for the Union Army during the Civil War.  
 
The two-story brick homestead was built between 1790-1810 and is 
characteristic of late Georgian and Federal-style architecture with some 
Italianate elements dating from the mid-19th century. Due to its proximity to the 
Potomac River and the new Federal city, Salona was valuable real estate for 
commercial or political purposes.  
 
Jacob G. Smoot bought approximately 208 acres of land “heretofore called 
Langley but now called Salona” (Source: Salona Historic Site: Cultural 
Landscape Report, 2008) from the Lee family in 1845. During the Civil War, the 
homestead was used as General William Smith’s Union Army headquarters, 
named Camp Griffin. After the war, Jacob and his son William restored Salona 
to a working farm as its lands and buildings had been degraded while it served as 
an army encampment. J. G. Smoot petitioned the federal government for 
reparations for property and losses incurred during the Union Army 
encampment, but his claim was denied when it was discovered that he had 
signed the Ordinance of Secession on May 23, 1861 (source: Anderson, 1979). 
The Smoot family is listed as Salona’s principal farmers for more than twenty 
years.   
 
According to historian Ellen Anderson, the author the comprehensive book on 
Salona cites an article in Washington Sunday Star published in 1914, which 
provides a glimpse of this cultural landscape in the early 20th century. The 
property is described as “a fine, quiet and dignified old place...[with]...a white-
washed fence...old cedars thick through the trunk and solemn in foliage...clumps 
of rose bushes and jonquils...stumps of trees that have been wrecked by wind or 
lightening...[and] on the left of the garden around the house is an apple orchard 
and on the right is a flourishing grape arbor. This is Salona. It is a fine, quiet and 
dignified old place.” In 1932, Salona was opened to the public for a rare public 
viewing for a local observance of the George Washington Bicentennial Birthday 
Anniversary. (Source: Ellen L. Anderson, 1979).    
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In a Works Progress Administration (WPA) report filed in 1936 by H. C. 
McMullen, further describes the physical landscape during this period, “[A] 
glimpse may be caught of the gable and chimney of a brick house...Farm 
buildings are clustered around it, and between the house and the road [Dolly 
Madison Highway], is a beautiful wheat field...[a] straight lane about a quarter of 
a mile long leads from the road to this house, as you travel, you pass directly 
through this wheat field and drive up through the garden which surrounds the 
house” (Source McMullan, 1936). An aerial photograph accompanying 
McMullan’s report indicates that many of the agricultural buildings recorded in 
photographs from 1890 and 1900 remain extant (Source: McMullan, 1936).  
 
After the Second World War, demographics and a growing need for housing in 
the DC metro area changed McLean from a rural/semi-rural area to a suburban 
community. The homestead was leased to the Carper family for pastureland and 
portions were sold for suburban development and to the McLean Baptist and 
Trinity Methodist churches. The homestead also rented to an antiques dealer who 
used it for a shop and storage. The McLean Summer Theatre used it as a 
dormitory in the early 1950s for visiting actors, who reportedly left it in 
“shambles” (source: Anderson, 1979).   
 
In 1952, Calder Gillian Smoot’s heirs sold Salona and its 52-acres to Clive and 
Susan DuVal. The DuVals used Salona as their principal residence and family 
home. During this period, they maintained and improved the property. A 1954 
aerial photograph indicates that circulation patterns were altered and agrarian 
fields had given way to successional woodland. The axial driveway leading from 
Dolley Madison Highway to the front of the house was abandoned and 
eventually replaced by an entrance on Buchanan Road. A tennis court was 
installed to the east of the house in the orchard. In 1971, the DuVal family 
initiated an easement agreement with the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors to 
preserve house and grounds of Salona, and by 2005 the heirs of Clive and Susan 
DuVal protected an additional 41.5 acres with another conservation easement. 

  
Sources: Ellen L. Anderson, Salona, Fairfax County Virginia. Fairfax, VA: Fairfax 

County Office of Comprehensive Planning, 1979 
 
H. C. McMullan, “Works Progress Administration of Virginia, Historical 
Inventory,” Library of Virginia, Richmond, VA. 1936 
  
John Miller Associates, Inc., “Salona Historic Site: Cultural Landscape Report,” 
Fairfax County Park Authority, July 2008. 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/downloads/salona-culturalrpt.pdf 
 
Leahy Library, Vermont Historical Society Photographs 
(http://vermonthistory.org/virtual-vhs/photographs/houghton-civil-war-images): 
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Camp of 5th Vermont at Camp Griffin (5). View of Camp Griffin, the Union 
Army encampment of General William Smith on the grounds of Salona, McLean, 
Virginia, circa 1862. 
& 
Smoot's House, General Smith's Headquarters, Camp Griffin (7). View of the 
Salona homestead with Union soldiers in the foreground, circa 1862. The 
outbuilding on the left remains extant; the building to the right of the main house 
has been demolished. 
 
Salona National Register of Historic Places Inventory – Nomination Form 
(#73002011). Published July 24, 1973. Prepared by Junius R. Fishburne, Jr., 
Director and the Staff of the Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, State 
Office Building, Richmond, VA. 
 
“The Rambler: Salona,” Washington Sunday Star, Washington, DC, August 2, 
1914. 

  
Historian: James O’Day, ASLA,  
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