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YEAE BOOK OF

THE HOLLAND SOCIETY OF NEW-YORK.

1886—1887.

T^HE TiTistees have thought it best to continue the

history of oiu- Holland Society from year to year,

and to include the interesting incidents of the pre-

ceding twelve months, be they many or few, with the

account of our annual dinner.

The dinner of 1886 took place on January 8th, and

has been fully reported in the next preceding volume

published by the Society.

David Van Nostrand died June llth, 1886, and the

following resolution was unanimously adopted

:

Resolved, That the siu-viving members of The Hol-

land Society learn with the deepest regi-et of the

death of our feUow-member, a Trustee, and one of

the founders of the Society, David Van Nostrand,

a Uberal, honest, kind, patriotic, and wise man.

Mr. Van Nostrand was so deeply interested in oui*

Society that he talked of it on the day of his death.



" My Deak Vaj^ : Awfully sorry I can't sing or read

music. Honest and true, I am not joking.

"Yours, Van."

As there were at that time over one liimdred and

twenty Vans in the Society, the Secretary was at a

loss to whom to attribute the last-mentioned reply.

He therefore issued the following letter

:

" To oil the Vans in The Holland Society :

" Gentlemen : Which of you sent me this?

" ' My Dear Van : A-^-fiilly sorry I can't sing or read

music. Honest and tioie, I am not joking.

" ' Yoiu's, Van.'

" Youi" bewildered Seceetaky."

Here the Secretary reckoned without his host, for

he received, among others, the following replies

:

" I never did. Van."

" I am not the Van who sent that to you.

"Yours, Van."

" The Bewildeeed Secketaey

vs.

" The Vans of The Holland Society :

" The undersigned is not the Van who abridged his

name, and wi'ote the brief, honest, and true note

which has bewildered the Secretary, wherefore he

humbly prays that he may be reheved of suspicion

and of the charge, and youi* petitioner, while he can-

not sing, read music, or soimd the pitch, will ever

pray as long as it may be necessary.

"Van."



" My Deak Sir : I am not the author, although he

truthfully describes my qualifications, or rather lack

of them.
" Sincerely yoiu-s, Van."

" My Deab George : As the above fits my case

exactly, if no one else fathers it, charge it to me.

" Yours cordially,

" Van."

" To the Bewildered Secretary

:

" Sm : I don't know. Did you wi-ite it and send it

to yourself ?

" Yours honestly and truly,

"Van."

" My Deab Sm : As one of the Vans of The Hol-

land Society, I assure you that I did not send you the

statement that I could not sing, etc., for like httle

George, your namesake, I cannot lie.

"Yours, Van."

" Thou canst not say I did it. Thine,

"One of the Vans."

"Not guilty.
,,^^_„

" My Deae Van : All I can do to extricate you from

your state of bewilderment is to aver that I am not

that Van. The unknown Van is ' awfully sorry he

can't sing.' I can with equal sincerity say that you

and all the other Vans would be awfully sorry if you

were compelled to hear me sing. I won't insist on it.

" Truly yours,

" Van."



"My Dear Van: Yours received. I am not the

Van for whom you are on the war-path. I am glad I

am not, for I have no hair on my head to spare to

the sealping-kuife. However, the particular Van you

are after echoes my sentiments exactly.

" Van."

" My Deae Secretary : I am the Van.
" Yours,

" Van."

The male quartette has not yet been formed.

Learning that the citizens of Leiden, Holland, had

foiTQed an Association for the pm*pose of celebrating

the 3d of October, the anniversary of the rehef of the

Siege of Leiden in 1573 (when, after the Bui-gomaster

van derWerf had offered himself forfood to his fellow-

citizens, the Beggars of the Sea with Admiral Boisot

at their head broke down the dykes, inundated the

country, and sailed their ships up to the walls of the

city, di'iving away the Spaniards), youi- Secretary

entered into communication with the officers of that

Association, the result of which was a contribution

from The Holland Society of New-York toward the

celebration in the mother country, and the creation

of a warm fraternal feeling between those who before

were strangers to each other in name, though not

in blood.

The interesting letter from the 3d October Society

was printed and distributed to the members of The

Holland Society, and is reproduced here.



" The Holland Society of New-Yokk.

President, Secretary
JUDGE HOOPER C. Van Voest, mk. Geo. W. Van Siclen.

County Court House. No. 146 Broadway.

" New-Yokk, July 31, 1886.

" Weledel Geboeen Heee : On June 22d a letter
was adcli-essed, on behalf of om- Society, to the Com-
mittee in Holland having charge of the celebration of
the Anniversary of the ReUef of Leyden, requesting
information as to the programme, and suggestions as
to how we might join in the celebration. On July
26th your Secretary received the following answer,
which he has translated and now places before you.

" As opinions differ whether it would be better to
send to the Leyden Celebration, on behalf of this
Society, a good piece of fii-eworks, such as the Coat of
Ai-ms of New-York City or of the United States, or a
sum of money for tickets for beer, will you please
give me your ^dews upon that point by return mail f

" Den lezers heil,

" Geo. W. Van Siclen,

"(Sfecretory."

" ' 3r) OcTOBEE Association.

"
' Leiden, July 10, 1886.

"
'
To the Trustees of The Holland Society ofNew- York :

'"Gentlemen: The Directors of the 3d October
Association have with the greatest pleasm-e taken
cognizance of your esteemed letter of June 22d, and
appreciate highly your interest in the next celebra-
tion of the festival of the 3d of October, which is for
each right-minded Netherlander a never-to-be-forgot-
ten anniversarv.
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"
' It did our Netheiiand hearts good to discover

that oui- brethren in the Far West, however gi-eat the

distance that separates them from the old Fatherland,

acknowledge with thankfulness that the valiant deeds

of oiu' forefathers have laid the foundation of the

noble and beautiful principles of freedom which

thrive so luxuriantly in great America.
"

' We therefore satisfy your request, and un-

fold to you fully the plans for the next festival, as

follows

:

"
' We do not need to assure you that the tricolor

of the Fatherland, and the Orange pennant, wiU fly

from all public buildings and from most private

dweUings.
"

' At 9 o'clock in the forenoon the band of the

Leiden Militia on duty wiU play for some time from

the City HaU Tower.
" ' At 10 o'clock the fountain by the Fishmarket

will play, and the chimes will be rung from the City

Hall Tower.
" 'From 10 to 12 o'clock there will be a distribution

of herring and white bread to a great number of poor

women, and of cigars and tickets for beer to an equally

large number of poor men of the city.

'"At 1 o'clock in the afternoon there will start

from the Nautical School, the abode of the youthful

descendants of our Water-Beggars, a procession in

which all the Leiden Societies, with therr banners,

will take part, escorted by two bands of music, that

of the Leiden MUitia on duty, and that of the 4th

Regiment of infantry in garrison at Leiden, jilaying

hvely popular marches and national aii's, which will

pass through Leiden's streets and squares, halting

before the Town HaU, the statue of van der Werf at

the Etiins, before the Academy, the Student Society

of Minerva, etc., until about 5 o'clock.

" 'At half-past 9 in the evening a concert will be

given by the members of the Societies in the Garden
of Zomerzorg, followed by fireworks on the adjoining



parade-ground, so placed that all the indigent popu-
lace shall also be able to see them well, and winding
up with a set piece representing the Siege and Relief

of Leiden, wherewith at the same time the official

celebration will end.
"

' This programme, provisional with the Du-ectors,

will be submitted, and will certainly be adopted by
the approval of the General Meeting called for the

16th July inst., at the Town Hall.
"

' At that meeting your very welcome letter will

be read.
"

'We inclose herewith a copy of the Rules of our
Association, to the end that you may thereby become
acquainted with oiu- arrangements.

"'To your question, how can you best aid oui-

Association, we think we may remark, that the more
ample the fimds over which the Dii-ectors can have
control, the more brilliant will be the festival.

"
' Every material aid, small or large, will be wel-

come to us, and, in anticipation, we are grateful

therefor.
"

' We close with the sincere wish that the good
example of our brethren over the sea may have a
favorable effect on aU who hear of it, and that you
wiU always go on, in spite of distance and of foreign

sm-roundings, bearing warm hearts for yom- Father-
land, the land of freedom and of good faith.

"
' To the readers, happiness !

"
' The Dikectors of the 3d October Association.

"
' N. Brouwer,

" 'First President.

" ' E. A. 0. Was,
" 'First Secretary: "

On the 3d of October, 1886, the following cablegram

was sent by The Holland Society :

9
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" 3d. October Association.

"Beouwer, President, Leiden, Holland,

" Viveut les Gneux !

" The Holland Society of New-York,

"Van Vorst, President,

" Van Siclen, Secretary.''^

To which the following reply was received

:

" The Holland Society of New-York,
" Van Vorst, President :

" The citizens of Leiden, assembled before the

pyrotechnic display, gi"eet The Holland Society with

a lend Hurrah ! foi' our brothers in America !

" Beouwer, President,

"Was, SecretaryP

There was carried in the procession in Leiden

that day a very handsome banner, sm-mounted by a

Goddess of Liberty, flanked by the arms of Leiden

and a United States shield, the banner inscribed,

" Hulde aan onze Broeders in Amerika " ; and the

eighth set piece of fireworks that evening was en-

titled, " Greeting to oiu- brothers in America," the

whole celebration concluding with the American

national hymn.

All of this expression of kindly feeling has been

the result of the warm interest taken by The Holland

Society of New-York in this celebration in their

Fatherland. Later, a very handsome, large, colored

photograph of the aforesaid banner, handsomely

framed in bronze ; also a large photograph of the

statue of van der Werf in Leiden, were sent on the

steamer Zaandam, all expenses and duty being paid.



BANNER CARRIED IN PROCESSION

Leiden, Holland. 3 October 1886.

ARTOTrPE, E. Ql£ftsri
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as a gift of the .Sd-Oetober-Vereeniging of Leiden to

The Holland Society of New-York. A reproduction

of this photogi-aph is here inserted.

Vivent les Gruenx

!

It had been planned to celebrate in this country

the anniversary of the Relief of Leiden, and to that

end the Consistory of the Reformed Chui'ch in

Twenty-first street, New-York, had kindly gi'anted

the use of their consistoiy-room, and the Rev. William

R. Duryee, D. D., of Jersey City, had consented to

address the Society ; but various obstacles intervened,

and it was finally determined, at what may be called

a synod of The Holland Society, composed of foui--

teen clergymen, its members, convened around the

Secretary's dining-table, to celebrate that anniversary

in the old Dutch Chm-ch at Kingston, New-York.

When this deteiTuination became known, Mr.

Samuel D. Coykendall, a member of the Society

residing at Rondout, New-York, invited the whole

Society, at that time two hundred and fifty-six mem-
bers, to become his guests at Kingston, at the Hotel

Kaaterskill, upon this occasion, on condition, how-

ever, that the actual date of the celebration be made

somewhat earlier, as the season would close in that

mountain region before the 3d of October.

This change of date was, of course, acceded to, and

Ml-. CoykendaU's royal invitation accepted, and the

Society, with several invited guests, to the number

of one hundi'od and eighty-four, were entertained

with princely hospitaUty by Mr. Coykendall on the

1-tth and 15th of September, the Hotel Kaaterskill

being, indeed, kept open by its proprietor, at Mr.

CoykendaU's expense, some four or five days after the
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close of the season, its retinue of servants retained,

and a separate room placed at the disposal of each

member of the Society during oui- visit.

The following committee bad this pilgrimage in

charge and admu-ably performed then- duty, but the

gi-eat success was certainly due to the liberality and

hospitality of Mi-. CoykendaU.

Committee on Kingston Pilgrimage.

Rev. J. Gr. van Slyke, D. D., Chairman,

Rev. Sylvester D. Boorom, U. S. N.,

Rev. Paul D. Van Cleef, D. D.,

Rev. Charles K. Clearwater,

Rev. Theo. L. Cutler, D. D.,

Rev. Joseph R. Duryee, D. D.,

Rev. Henry J. van Dyke, Sr., D. D.,

Rev. Henry J. van Dyke, Jr., D. D.,

Rev. "Willlvm H. Ten Eyck, D. D.,

Rev. E\'iert van Slyke, D. D.,

Rev. David N. Vanderveer, D. D.,

Rev. Isaac Van "Winkle, A. M.,

A. T. Clearwater,

Samuel D. Coykendall,

Louis B. Van Gaasbeek,

Augustus Schoonmaker,

George "W. Van Siclen, Secretary.

The members were duly notified, and provided with

copies of the following marching orders. In accord-

ance therewith the special train of the West Shore

Eaih-oad was in readiness at Weehawken at the hour

appointed.
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" The Holland Society of New-Yobk.

Preeident, Secretary,

Judge Hooper C. Vak Vobst, Mb. Geo. W. Van Siclek,

County Court House. No. U6 Broadway.

" New-Yokk, Sept. 9, 1886.

" MiJN Waakde Heee : Send me $1.75, or retm-n

the inclosed raili-oad ticket.

" Inclosed find badge to wear at Kingston. [When

the Rev. Dr. van Dyke, Jr., gets back from Holland,

he will doubtless have one of the old pins of the Beg-

gars, adopted A. D. 1556, and worn by WiUiam of

Orange when he was assassinated. That is to be oui"

Society badge.]
" Take the 9:30 A. m. train on West Shore Railroad,

at foot of West 42d street (or Jay street at 9:10), on

Tuesday, September 14th instant.

" The West Shore management has kindly put the

rate for us at $1.75 for the round trip— just half rate.

" That is all the expense you will be put to on this

excursion.
" At 7:30 p. M. we shaU dine at the Hotel Kaaters-

kill as the guests of om- fellow-member, Mr. Samuel

D. Coykendall, of Rondout.
" This will take all night.

"The Presidents of the St. Nicholas Society of

New-York, St. Nicholas of Brooklyn, St. George's,

New England, Huguenot, St. David's, St. Andrew's,

St. Patrick's, the German and the Lutheran Societies,

Societe Fran?aise, and of the Chamber of Conamerce,

have been invited, and are expected to be present as

our guests and to respond to the health of then-

respective societies, which we shall drink fraternally.

" We shall also have a toast or two of our own.

"A Glee Club will be provided.

"You will ijlease practice up a little on our own Hol-

land Society Herring Drinking Song, and see if we
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cannot give it a little more light and shade than at our

Annual Dinner last January.
" We shall breakfast with Mr. Coykendall Wednes-

day, 15th, and reach 42d street at 2:30 p. M. [Gentle-

men who may be obliged to reach the city earlier can

take 5:30 a. m. train, arriving in New-York at 10:30.]

" Owing to the distance to be traveled and the short-

ness of time, the Committee and Mr. CoykendaU de-

sire to waive fuU dress, and to suggest to members and
guests to wear any dress convenient and agreeable.

" The Secretary has received notice from about one

hundi'ed members. K you have not yet informed him
whether you are going, please notify him now, at

once, yes or no, that arrangements may be made for

your accommodation.
" Den lezers heil,

" Geo. W. Van Siclen,

"Secretary."

"The Holland Society of New-York.

"PILGRIMAGE TO KINGSTON.

" September 14th, 1886.

"9:30 a. m., West 42d street. Special train from
Weehawken thi'ough to Kingston in two hours and
twenty minutes. All cars smokers.

" Get overcoats and hand-bags checked through at

once in special "cloak-car" at Weehawken.
" 11:50 A. M., Kingston.

" Horse-cars wiU be provided to the
" 1:00 p. M. Loan Exhibition of Dutch Relics

;

" 2:00 p. M. Welcome to the old Dutch Church by
our fellow-member, Rev. John Garnsey van Slyke,

D. D., its pastor

;

" Historical Addi-ess by General George H. Sharpe.
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" 3:00 p. M., or promptly ou conclusion of exercises

at the churcli, take special train provided by our
fellow-member, Mr. Samuel D. Coykendall, on the
Ulster and Delaware Raih'oad to Phoenicia. This
train will go no farther. Get overcoats and hand-
bags.

" Take special train, provided by Mr. Coykendall,
on Stony Clove Raih'oad to Hotel Kaaterskill. Enjoy
the scenery until dinner.

" 7:30 p. M., Dinner.

" September 15th.

" 3:00 A. Ji., Bed.
" 8:30 A. M., Breakfast.
" 10:00 A. M., Mr. Coykendall's Special Whirlwind

Train down Stony Clove to Kingston.
" 11:55 A. M., West Shore Raih-oad Regular Train to

New-York ;
• West 42d street, at 2:30 p" m. [Gentle-

men obUged to reach the city earlier can take regular

5:30 A. M. train from Hotel KaaterskiU, and reach 42d
street at 10:30 a. m. ; but Mr. Coykendall hopes that

all who can will breakfast with him at 8:30.]

" The railroad tickets specially issued for this trip

are good only on 14th and 15th instant.

" Geo. W. Van Siclen,

"5ecre/arj/."

The trip from New-York to Kingston, 88 miles,

was safely made in 1 hour and 42 minutes, the quick-

est run on that road up to that date. The New-York
members were hardly in the conveyances provided

to take them to Crosby Hall, when the train from

Albany also arrived with some thirty members from

that place and vicinity.

After a bountiful lunch, all repaired to the chapel

of the First Reformed Church, where the Rev. A. H.
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Hiiizinga, pastor of the Eeformed Church at New

Paltz, opened the exercises with the following

invocation

:

" Heere, onze God ; God van Abraha-m, Izak, en

Jakob ; God van onze vaderen ; en in Jezus Christus

onze God en Vader: wij zieu op tot U die in de

Hemelen woont en smeeken U om uwen zegen. Wij

bidden U dat in al onze verhandelingen ons begiu,

onze voortgang, en ons einde mooge verstrekken tot

eer van Uwen naam en tot iiitbreiding van Uw Ko-

ningi-ijk. Wij danken U dat Gij eeuwen geleden

onze voorvaderen hier gebraeht hebt, en wij bidden

U dat wij hun voorbeeld mogen volgen om getrouw

te zijn in het bevorderen van het welzijn van Kerk en

Staat. Wij vragen het van U met de vergiffenis van

onze zonden om Jezus wil. Amen."

The chapel of the First Eeformed Church at King-

ston is a handsome one. It was appropriately deco-

rated for this occasion. Upon one side of the platform

was a large map of the original \411age of Kingston,

then known as Wiltwyck ; there was also a map of

the place when it was sm-rouuded by a stockade.

Near by was the old bell of the Kingston Academy,

referred to in one of the speeches. The coat of arms

of the Prince of Orange, which is the coat of arms of

the chui'ch, was in the vestibule. Over the handsome

mahogany bookcase was the motto, "Eendraght

maakt maeht," the interpretation of which is, "In

union there is strength."

After the invocation, the Eev. Dr. J. G. van Slyke,

D. D., the pastor of the church, made the following

addi'ess

:



SPEECH

REV. DR. J. G. VAN SLYKE.

Fellow-Members of Tlie Holland Society

:

IT is my privilege, to-day, as Pastor of this church,

to give you greeting aucl welcome to Kingston. I

trust you feel ah'eady that you are welcome, and

know, by a better assurance than words can give, that

old Esopus feels honored by yom- coming. I believe

that you could make your pdgi'image to scarcely a

spot in this country more directly identified with the

heroic days of Holland than this old colonial city of

Kingston. While there are strains of Huguenot blood

mingled with many of oui* families, a fact which does

not abate om* pride, yet it is blood which came to

us ekcuitously, the noble blood of Finance coursing

toward us mostly thi'ough the modifying channels of

Holland. Accordingly, we claim the honor of being

a pecidiarly Dutch town, and it is oui- boast that we
have retained in pure and unadulterated virtue many
of the characteristics which were imported from the
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Mother Couutry into this valley of the Hudson two

eentviries and a half ago. This chm-eh, which opens

her doors to you, claims a distinction which does not

belong even to the Collegiate Dutch churches of

Manhattan Island, and by a peculiar history stands

identified more closely with Holland than any other

of the early churches of this country. When every

other chui'ch of our communion had for a long time

been associated with an American SjTiod, this

church retained its relations to the Classis of Amster-

dam, and after a j^eriod of independency and isola-

tion, it finally allied itself with its Amei'ican sister-

hood as late as the year 1808. We still have three or

four members whose life began before that date. I

trust you will not regard it as a lapse of indelicacy if

I add that the first Voorleser, i. e., virtually a curate,

to whose efforts the chui'ch owes its origin and pri-

mary impulse, was a man of my own name, and a

direct ancestor, a fact which may be adopted by The

Holland Society as illustrating that the Dutch know

how to maintain the " Apostolic Succession." The

articles which are grouped in yonder room do not, of

coiu'se, exhaust the resoui'ces of Kingston's chests

and garrets. I regret that we have not gathered a

larger supply, but these must suffice to-day, as sam-

ples of what remains beliind, and as tokens of oiu"

right to be called genuine Dutchmen. As it is a part

of my privilege to welcome you, it is also a part to

introduce to you our distinguished fellow-townsman

General (jeorge H. Sharpe, who comes prepared, to-

day, to illuminate the history of Kingston, and tell

us, as he can most felicitously do, why we glory in

this inheritance of the sons and daughters of Holland.

General Sharpe will now address you.
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Connected with the chapel of the First Reformed

Dutch Chiu'ch, with folding-doors open, was a class-

room, in which were exhibited a large number of

interesting relics, kindly lent for the occasion by-

various residents of Kingston, and descendants of

the old Dutch settlers. Among them were the

following

:

Loaned hy First Beformed Church, Kingston, N. Y.

Chm'ch records in Dutch and Enghsh, commencing
with the year 1660, comprising a complete record

of the baptisms, marriages, etc., from that date.

Set of silver communion cups, with inscription in

Dutch, one bearing the date of 1683, and the other

November 21, 1711. These cups have been in

continuous use since those dates, and have served

many generations of communicants.

Coat of arms of William, Prince of Orange (on

enlarged scale and in colors), it being also the

coat of arms of the Fkst Reformed Chm-ch.

Loaned hy Rev. Cornelius Van Santvoord D. D.

Old Holland table, brought over by his great-gi-eat-

gi'andmother.

Loaned by Augustus Schoonmaker.

Dutch and English dictionary ; very old.

Loaned by Cornelius Hoornbeek Van Gaasbeek.

Original patent (in Dutch), Governor Petrus Stuy-

vesant to Margaret Hendricks, wife of Thomas
Chambers, lands in Wiltwyck (Kingston), dated

May 12, 1661 (a note states that the patent is to
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date as from November 8, 1653), with seal of the

Province of New Netherlands.

Original patent, Governor Richard NicoUs to Thomas
Chambers, lands in Esopiis (Kingston). Dated

May 21, 1667.

Original patent, Governor Richard NicoUs to Thomas
Chambers, lands in Esopiis. Dated May 21, 1667.

(This patent confii-ms to Thomas Chambers the

land gi-anted to him by Governor Stuyvesant in

a Dutch gi-ant dated November 8, 1653.)

Original patent. Governor Richard NicoUs to Thomas
Chambers, lands in Esopus. Dated Jime 27, 1667.

Original patent. Governor Francis Lovelace to " the

late Dutch Governor," Petrus Stuyvesant,

—

"house lot in the Towne at Esopus." Dated

October 8, 1668.

Deed, Judith Stuyvesant, widow of Petrus Stuy-

vesant, to Thomas Chambers, Bowery and land

in Esopus (including lot in above patent). Dated

October 8, 1680. (This instrument is witnessed

by Nicolas Bayard and N. W. Stuyvesant.)

Commission of Thomas Chambers as Captain of the

Foot Company in Kingston. Dated AprU 1, 1669,

and signed and sealed by Governor Francis

Lovelace.

Appointment of Thomas Chambers as sm-veyor-gen-

eral of the highways Hurley and Marbleton, of

Kingston. Dated September 24, 1669.

Deed, Jan Hendrickson and Anne his wife to Thomas
Chambers. Dated October 5, 1686.

Original manorial patent or gi-ant of the " Lordship

and Manor of Foxhall," to Major Thomas Cham-
bers. Dated October 28, 1686, signed by Gov-
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ernor Thomas Dongau, and approved by the

Council. (This gi-ant covers all his previous pat-

ents, and erects them into " one Lordship and

Manor," with all manorial privileges, etc.)

Last will and testament of Thomas Chambers, devis-

ing the above " Lordship and Manor " to Abraham
Van Gaasbeek, providing he assume the name of

Chambers. Dated April .5, 1694. Probated May
23, 1713, in the Prerogative Com-t of the Province

of New-Yoi'k.

Tax hst of "the Freeholders, Residents, Inhabi-

tants, and Sojourners of the Manor of FoxhaU."

Dated January 21, 1712.

Eelease of quit rents. Manor of FoxhaU, from Ti-us-

tees of Kingston to Colonel Abraham Caasbeek

Chambers. Dated March 2, 1716. Signed by

the Trustees, and corporate seal of Kingston

attached.

Tripartite agi'eement, release, and deed, "between

Abraham Gaasbeek Chambers, Lord of the Manor
of FoxhaU, WUliam Smith, Jr., and John Lewis."

Dated March 23, 1749.

ExempUfication, relating to the Manor of FoxhaU,

with seal of the Supreme Court of the Province

of New-York. Dated April 24, 1750.

Deed, Abraham Gaasbeek Chambers to his son,

Thomas Van Gaasbeek. Dated December 3, 1750.

Deed, Abraham Gaasbeek Chambers to his eldest son,

Thomas Van Gaasbeek. Dated April 3, 1752.

Commission, Jacob Van Gaasbeek, as Second Lieu-

tenant of Captain John Ehnendorf 's Company of

Grenadiers, Ulster County. Dated March 8, 1773,

and signed by Governor William Tryon.
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Loaned hy Nathaniel Booth.

Certificate of " Freeman and Citizen of the City of

New-York " to John Taylor. Dated May 12, 1698,

and signed by Wm. Merritt, Mayor, with the seal

of the city attached.

Certificate as to conveyance of lands in Pennbury,

Pa., dated Philadelphia, Pa., August 12, 1741.

Signed by George Thomas, Grovernor, and the

gi'eat seal of the province attached.

Indenture of John Jones to Thomas Lepper, of New-
York City, as a servant for two years. Dated

January 25, 1748.

Map of Braddock's campaign and defeat, 1755. Laid

down by Christopher Cist.

Commission of John Nicholson as Escheator-Ceneral

of the Conmionwealth of Pennsylvania. Dated
October 2, 1787, and signed by Benjamin Frank-
lin, President of the Council, with seal of the

State.

Last will of Daniel Hasbrouck, New Paltz, January

24, 1752.

Manumission of a slave girl by Moses Cantine, of

Kingston, N. Y. Dated January 1, 1796.

Dutch family Bible, Dordi-echt, 1736.

Album of colonial script and cm-rency.

Loaned hy Mrs. W. T. Van Buren.

Silver tankard, once the property of Anneke Janse,

with the initials " E. B ' upon it, being those of

her second husband, Everardus Bogardus.

Loaned hy Thomas Beekman.

Collection of old documents.

Dutch family Bible, Dordrecht, 1644.
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Loaned by Miss Wacherliagen.

Toasting-irons, sugar-nippers, waffle-iron— all veiy

old.

Ancient Dutch Bible.

Old snuff-box.

Loaned by R. W. Decatur.

Martin Luther's German translation of the Bible.

1532.

Loaned hy H. C. Rosencranse.

Cabinet of curiosities in two cases.

Loaned by Mrs. N. A. Reardon.

Dutch family Bible, Dordi-echt, 1644.

Loaned by Rev. Cornelius Van Santvoord, D. D.

Portrait of Miss Cathalina Post, painted in 1750. The
subject of the portrait was an ancestress of the

Rev. C. Van Santvoord, D. D.

No card. .

The States Bible, 1637.

Loaned by Henry W. Tibbals.

Baptismal robe, used in the Van Gaasbeek family for

many generations.

Loaned by John JE. Buflon.

Silver epaulette, found on the battle-field of Bunker

HiU.
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Loaned by J. Scott Smith.

Volume of poems of the Dutch poet, Jacob Cats,

finely illustrated, 1648,

Ancient punch-bowl from Holland.

Loaned by C. H. Van Gaasheek, Jr.

Diploma University of Leyden to Dom. Laurentius

Van Gaasbeek, second pastor of the Dutch Re-

formed Chm-ch, Kingston. Dated Leyden, Hol-

land, May 25, 1674, with gi-eat seal of the

University.

Dutch family Bible, Dordrecht, 1741.

Loaned by Robert Wilson.

Silver spoon, made in Amsterdam. Veiy ancient.

Loaned by Mrs. George Wynhoop.

Sword used by Colonel C. D. "Wynkoop in Revolu-

tionaiy "War.

Dutch family Bible, Dordrecht, 1702.

Loaned by Dr. Hyman Boosa.

Old British sword, left by the British at the bui-ning

of Kingston, in 1777.

Brace and bit used in Wynkoop family one hundi-ed

and fifty years ago.

Old box for papers, brought from Holland in 1659 by
Albertus Hyman Roosa.

Old Dutch Bible and hymn-book.

Specimens of colonial money.

BUI for one year's schooling from Cornelius Wynkoop
to the gi'eat-grandfather of Hyman Roosa.
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Loaned by Mrs. Abraham Pells.

Dutch family Bible, Dordrecht, 1686. Containiag

the family record of Wessel Ten Broeck and his

descendants.

Loaned by D. M. DeWitt.

Two volumes of MSS. letters, in Dutch and English,

one dated 1779, and the other 1759-1774.

Loaned by H. H. Pitts.

A large horn comb for ornamenting the head. One
himdi-ed and fifty years old.

Loaned by James G. Jackson.

Joui'nal of the proceedings of the General Assembly
of the Colony of New-York, 1770.

Old Dutch brick, imported from Holland,

Ancient boot-jack (evidently a fat man's friend).

Cannon-ball of the Eevolution.

Loaned by George H. Sharpe.

The old bell of the Kingston Academy.

Loaned by Mrs. H. Chipj), Jr.

Commission of Abraham Van Steenbergh as Fu-st

Lieutenant military company of Kingston. Dated
April 15, 1758, and signed by James Delancy.

Loaned by J. BeeJcman.

Dutch family Bible, Dordi-echt, 1741.

4



26

Loaned hi/ Hon. A. T. Clearwater.

Engraving of the old Dutcli clivu'ch.

An officer's sword, witli lion's liead hilt, brought by-

Jacob Klaarwater (Clearwater) from Holland in

1651.

Testament and Psakns of David in Dutch, Dordrecht,

1778.

Dutch dictionary, bound in vellum, Amsterdam, 1708.

Spice mortar, made from a knot of a hickory tree,

with pestle made of pine knot, presented to Dr.

Jacobus Hehne by an Esopus chieftain, about

1760.

Butter bowl and ladle, presented to the same doctor

by an Indian chieftain.

Map made by General Clinton.

Loaned bi/ Louis Bevier Van Gaasbeek.

Portrait of Ann MacAi-thiu- Ledyard, wife of Dr.

Isaac Ledyard, of Revolutionary times.

Dutch family Bible, Dordrecht, 1741. Containing the

family record of Dirck Hoornbeek.

Two ancient HoUand chah-s.

Miscellaneous Dutch books, of very old dates.

Original patent, Governor Thomas Dongan to Leonard
Beckwith, lands in " Mum Ijak house " (Rochester,

Ulster County). Dated March 24, 1685, and hav-

ing the seal of the Province attached.

Mortgage, Leonard Beckwith to Edward AntUl, of

the above property. Dated June 15, 1686.

Transfer of the above mortgage from Edward Antill

to Frederick Phillipps. Dated December 16, 1686.
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Deed, Leonard Beckwith to Frederick Phillipps, of

the same property. Dated Marcli 30, 1687.

Deed, Pliilip French and Anne French, as heu-s of

Frederick Philhpps, to Cornelius Hoornbeek, of

the same property. Dated AprU 19, 1735.

Deed, Hem-icus Beekman, Jochem Schoonmaker, and
Moses DePuy, trnstees of Rochester, to Antony
Hoornbeek, two hundi'ed acres of land in Roches-

ter. Dated September 22, 1703.

Deed, Jannetje Swits, to Cornehus Wynkoop, lands

in Rochester. Dated August 7, 1738.

Deed, Jonathan Wesbrook to Cornelius Hoornbeek,

lands in Rochester. Dated January 30, 1734.

Deed, Cornelius Vernooy, Cornelius Hoornbeek, and
Tobias Hoornbeek, trustees of Rochester, to Cor-

nelius Hoornbeek. Lands in Rochester. Dated

September 26, 1735.

Deed, Cornelius de Lamater to Cornelius Hoornbeek,

lands in Rochester. Dated AprU 19, 1760.

Deed, PhiUippus Swartwoudt to Hemieus Hoorn-

beek, lands in Rochester. Dated June 23, 1763.

Deed, PhUip Hoornbeek to Jonas Hasbrouck, lands

in Rochester. Dated January 20, 1776.

Deed, Jacobus Wynkoop and Janneke his wife to

Henricus H. Hoornbeek, lands in Rochester.

Dated June 23, 1763.

Deed, Trustees of Kingston to Dirck Sehepmoes, land

in Kingston. Dated February 13, 1688.

Deed, Jacobus Wynkoop and Janneke his wife to

Henricus Hoornbeek, lands in Rochester. Dated

June 2, 1763.

Deed, Jacobus Wynkoop to Thomas Van Steenbergh,

lands in Rochester. Dated April 26, 1723.
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Deed, Jacobus Wynkoop to Cornelius Wynkoop,
lands in Rochester. Dated June 18, 1733.

Deed, Johannis Ooesterhoudt and Anna his wife,

John Schoonmaker and Gretie his wife, Cornelius

DeWitt and Sara his wife, to Cornelius Hoorn-

beek. Lands in Eochester. Dated April 3, 1745.

Loaned hy Charles Burhans.

Four Dutch tUes from old Schryver tavern, Kingston.

Loaned hy Mrs. N. Elmendorf.

Dutch family Bible, Dordi-echt, 1702.

Loaned hy Mrs. Margaret DeWitt Smith.

Coat of arms of Andries DeWitt. Mr. Vanderlyn,

artist.

Silver medal, struck off in honor of the gi-and pen-

sionary of Holland, John DeWitt and his brother,

Cofnelius DeWitt.

Loaned hy Charles Broadhead.

Dutch family Bible, Dordi-echt, 1702.

ISIo card.

Old Dutch distaff, or spinning-wheel of the olden

time.

Loaned hy Mrs. Kate Wynkoop.

Dutch family Bible, Dordrecht, 1741.

Loaned hy Jacoh Marhle.

Old Dutch wooden clock, with beU and striker ; very

old.
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Loaned hy H. B. De Puy.

Old flint-lock gun, over seven feet in length, and two
hundi-ed years old.

Loaned by Mrs. John C. F. Hoes.

Old Dutch chaii's, very fine specimens of ancient

carving, and believed to be over two hundi'ed

years old.

Loaned by James Elmendorf Ostrander.

Dutch family Bible, with family record of Conrad
Elmendorf.

Loaned by James H. Everett.

Old map of the city of New-York.

This gi'oup of articles selected from the Loan Col-

lection was taken at the side of the chui'ch, and some

of .the ancient tombstones are seen in the backgi"0und.

The jug at the right is a Grraybeard Jug, brought

from HoUand by William Beekman in 1647. On the

left is a very old Dutch clock, with wooden works, and

miniature beU on top, brought from HoUand at a very

early period. Of the two swords, one was found after

the retreat of the British after the bm-ning of Kings-

ton ; the other is the sword carried by Colonel C. D.

Wynkoop in the Revolutionary War. The brick in

the center is a Holland brick, imported at a very early

date, and was taken from an old Dutch house that
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was torn down. The cannon-ball is a memento of

the Eevolutiou. The crude brace and bit at the left

of the lower tier was in use in the Wynkoop family-

over one hundi-ed and fifty years ago. In the center

are four Dutch tiles framed, taken from an ancient

house which in 1669 was referred to by Governor

Lovelace as the " Dominie's or State House," and

put down on the Rev. John Miller's maj), made in

1695, as "the house where the Grovernor is enter-

tained." It afterward passed into the possession of

Colonel Abraham Hasbrouck, and was occupied l)y

him after his arrival in Kingston. These tiles were

taken from this house when it was torn down some

years ago. In the foreground is an ancient Dutch

toasting-ii"on and also an old waffle-iron.

II

The two unique teapots and the mUk-pitcher in this

group are very beautiful specimens of ancient ware

;

they were handed down in the Van Gaasbeek family,

and are the property of Sara Van Gaasbeek, a maiden

lady eighty years old, who prizes them very highly.

The four smaller pieces in the lower tier, and the dish

with cover at the right above, are of the beautiful

Orange Ware, genuine Holland china, and have been

in the possession of the Van Santvoord family for

generations; loaned by Rev. Cornelius Van Sant-

voord. On the right is a small bowl, two hundi'ed

years old, handed down in the Swart family, loaned

by H. W. Tibbals. The little cup next on the left is

a silver punch-cup, made with a hammer over a die

;

it is over two hundred years old ; loaned by Abra-
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ham Van Steeubergh. The punch-bowl in the center

is an ancient one, and was brought from Holland.

The large plate in the center speaks for itself ; there

is to be seen on it a landscape in the fatherland, which,

with the quaint Dutch architectm-e of the building,

attests its origin.

in

This picture has for its backgi'ound the chapel-

door of the First Reformed Chui-ch. On the lower

step and at each side are two chairs brought from

Holland, and which have been in the possession of

the Jansen family for generations. Between the

chau's is seen the old chui-ch-chest. It was brought

over from Holland in 1676, to be used for the safe

keeping of the chui'ch-records. An inscription and

the date are carved on its front. At the end can be

seen the chain by which it was to be kept from being

carried away, and in front the key which secured its

contents. On top of the chest is an old Dutch family

Bible, selected at random from the collection. The

mii'ror iu the center came from Holland, and is

believed to be over two hundred years old ; it origi-

nally formed a part of the wedding outfit of an

ancestor of the late Rev. John C. F. Hoes, D. D. The

chairs on either side of the mirror were also brought

from HoUand over two hundi-ed years ago. The

miiTor and chairs descended to Dr. Hoes in a du-ect

line from his ancestors.

VII

The backgi'oimd for this gi'oup is an old-time

bedspread, of which there were three or fom* in the
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collection. In the center is a flint-lock gun; this

gun is over seven feet in length, and is claimed to be

over two hundred years old. Attached to the old

gun is an immense powder-horn, two feet eight

inches in length ; it was woi'n by a patriot soldier at

the storming of Stony Point ; loaned by Isaac Post.

On the right is a distaff, or old-fashioned spinning-

wheel; an article of furniture vexy familiar to our

great-gi'andmothers. To the left is an ancient saw-

frame, once the property of Teunis Swart. In the

foreground are two mahogany spoou and fork holders,

that were handed down in the family of Mrs. George

N, Van Deusen, by whom they were loaned.

Vm. PORTRAIT OF DOMINE JOHANNES WEECKSTEIN.

(Loaned by C. H. Van Gaasheek, Jr.)

This portrait, with its Holland frame, was brought

to this country by the domine himself when he came

over in 1681 from HoUand to become pastor of the

church at Esopus (Kingston). It was painted by M.

Naiveu in 1678, as appears by the artist's signature

in the lower left-hand corner. The portrait repre-

sents the domine di'essed in his ministerial robes,

sermon in hand, and is a fine specimen of Dutch art.

Domine Weeckstein was the third pastor of the

Dutch Chui'ch at Kingston, and was a brother-in-

law of its second pastor, Domine Laureutius Van
Graasbeek. He arrived with his family in Kingston

September 11, 1681. Unaccustomed to so severe a

climate, his health soon became affected, and he was

forced to suspend full church services for nearly two

years. After a pastorate of six years, he died March
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16, 1687, and was bui'ied, accordiug to the custom of

the day, beneath the chui-ch in which he had preached.

IX. POBTKAIT OF COLONEL COKNELIUS D. WYNKOOP,

This portrait of Colonel "Wynkoop was painted in

1742. Mr. "Wynkoop was eight years old when it

was taken, and he is seen di-essed in the costume of

the times in which he lived. Across the portrait is

seen the sword that he carried thi'oughout the Revo-

lutionary War. Colonel Wynkoop was born March

5, 1734. He was appointed, June 30, 1775, major of

the Thu'd Regiment, under command of Colonel

James Chnton. He was promoted to be colonel of

the same regiment April 11, 1776, and served with

distinction in the war. His death was a melancholy

one, he being killed by mistake by one of his slaves,

who intended to kill another slave. The portrait is

in possession of George Wynkoop, of Hurley, N. Y.,

a gi'andson of the colonel.

X. POKTEAIT OF MISS CATHALINA POST.

This old portrait, painted about 1750, shows some

signs of its age. The subject, Miss Cathahna Post, is

seen dressed in the quaint Dutch costume of long ago,

the high-heeled shoes being particularly noticeable.

(A pail" similar to those represented in the picture

have been handed down and are still in possession of

a family of Kingston.) It was taken when she was

about fourteen years of age. Cathalina Post married

Zeger Van Santvoord, son of the Rev. Cornelius Van
Santvoord, pastor of the Dutch Church at Schenec-

5



34

tady, N. Y., who died 1752. Zeger Van Santvoord

was the gi-eat-gi'andfatlier of the Rev. CorneUus Van
Santvoord, D D., of Kingston, who now owns this

family portrait, formerly in possession of C. Z. Van

Santvoord of Schenectady until his death in 1845.

General George H. Sharpe then delivered the fol-

lowing oration:
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ORATION

GENERAL GEORGE H. SHARPE.

IS
this The Holland Society of New-York? Is

this a fraternity composed of lineal representa-

tives of Dutchmen on the paternal side ? Is a Holland

Society peripatetic! Does it leave New-York in a

special train, catch a hurried lunch, and then arrange

to pass the afternoon in discussion, contemplating

also a supper and speech-making in the evening,

which, according to the programme of the secretary,

is to last all night! Ai-e these the descendants of

William the Silent I

As yom- faces are set toward the highest parts of

the Kaatskills, we remember that yom- names and

lineage give you peculiar privileges there, and we can

only hope that ia your transformed natm-es you wiU

respect the repose of Domine Van Schaick, Brom

Duteher, the Schoolmaster Van Bunimel, and Nicholas

Vedder.

You will not expect from me a discussion of Dutch

character or even a careful study of the traits of
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those Hollanders who originally settled this county.

That will be done in the future of yom- Society by a

lineal descendant of those Hollanders, on the paternal

side. I shall try briefly, to-day, to teU you something

of the place and of the manners of the early people

whose homes you are now visiting, and if I use in part

the results of studies that have served me before, I beg

to say that I am especially honored by your invitation

to present them to a larger and gi-eatly distinguished

audience.

The history of this county begins to be interesting

at the earliest stages of American history.

The Diike of York was Duke of Albany in Scotland

and Earl of Ulster in Ireland, and when, in after years,

this town was divided, a royal governor named the

portion which was cut off from it because he was

Baron Lovelace, of Hui'ley. I may add that, the title

of Lovelace of Hurley having become extinct, that of

Lovelace was again created in 1838, in favor of Will-

iam Lord King, who married Ada, the only chUd of

George Gordon, Lord Byi-on.

Visited by Dutchmen in 1614, and again in 1620,

it was in the very earUest colonial history one of the

strong places of the province of New-York.

The British Museum contains the report of the

Eev. John MiUer, written in the year 1695, who, after

" having been nearly thi*ee years resident in the prov-

ince of New-York, in America, as chaplain of His

Majesty's forces there, and constantly attending the

governor, had the opportunity of observing many

things of considerable consequence in relation to the

Christians and Indians, and had also taken the di-afts

of aU the cities, towns, forts, and chui'ches of any note

within the same." These are his own words, and he
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adds that in the province of New-York "the places

of strength are chiefly thi-ee, the city of New-York,

the city of Albany, and the town of Kingstone, m

Ulster." I have copied the map of the stockade m-

closni-e which made the fortified boundaries of the

town. The east, north, and west fronts ran along

elevations overlooking the lowlands and having a

varying altitude of from twenty to thii-ty feet. The

inclosni-e comprehended about twenty-five acres of

land. There were salients, or horn works at each of

the four angles, with a cii-cular projection at the

middle of the westerly side, where the elevation was

less than on the northerly and easterly sides. The

chui-ch standing upon the gi'ound where we now are

was inclosed with a separate stockade, to be used as

the last resort, in case of disaster, and projectmg from

this separate fortification, a strong block-house com-

manded and enfiladed the approaches to the southerly

side, which was a plain.

The local history is of continued and di-amatic in-

terest. The Indian wars were signalized by a gi-eat

uprising and attack here, whichwere known as thewar

of 1663, when a considerable number of the inhabi-

tants were kiUed, a still larger number were taken

prisoners, and about one-fourth of the houses were

burned to the gi'ound. Reenforcements were sent by

the governor-general from New Amsterdam, foUowed

by his personal presence, when the IncUans were

driven back to the mountains, and, after a tedious

campaign, then- viUages were destroyed and the pris-

oners recaptm-ed.

When the nest great crisis in our history came,

Kingston bore a conspicuous part. It was the scene

of the formation of the State Government. The Con-
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stitution was here discussed and adopted. George

Clinton was called from the Highlands, where, as a

bi-igadier-general of the Continental army, he was

commanding aU the forces upon the Hudson River,

which were opposing the attempt of Sir Henry Clinton

to reach the northern part of the State and relieve Bur-

goyne, hemmed in by Gates at Saratoga. He was the

ideal war governor—unbuckling his sword in the

court-room that he might take the oath of office, and

returning, immediatey after the simple form of his in-

augm-ation, to his command upon the river. The court-

house, standing opposite to us, and rebuUt upon its old

foundations, and occupying, substantially, the same

superfices of gi-ound with its predecessor, recalls the

di-amatie scene, when sxuTounded by the Council of

Safety, and in a square formed by two companies of

soldiers, he was proclaimed governor by Egbert Du-

mond, the sheriff of the county, reading his proclama-

tion from the top of a barrel, and closing it with the

words, " God save the people," which for the first time

took the place of "God save the King." The only build-

ing in any way connected with the civil foundation of

this great State, the Senate House of 1777, is still

standing, and presents the same appearance that it

did at the time of its erection, prior to the year 1690.

It was subsequently occupied by General Armstrong,

who, while residing here for the better education of his

childi-en in Kingston Academy, was appointed Minis-

ter to France. Aaron Burr, then in attendance upon

court, spent an evening with General Ai'msti'ong at

his house, and, having obsei'ved the merit of sundry

sketches, made inquiry with regard to and interested

himself in the fate of John Vanderlyn, who after-

ward painted the "Landing of Columbus," in the Capi-
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tol, and "Mavius upon the Ruins of Carthage," which

attracted the attention of the first Napoleon, and

estabhshed Vanderlyn's fame.

There are more than forty blue limestone houses,

of the general type found in Holland, standing to-day,

which were built long before the revolutionary period,

and many of them before the year 1700. The Hoffmans

are still intrenched in the grim stronghold which

dominated and secured the most peiilous hornwork

of the old stockade during the wars of the seventeenth

centuiy, and the descendant of John Van Kem'en

occupies the house in the cellar of which his ancestor

came into the world, while the British troops were

tramping the floors above, and the burning rafters

were startling the ears of the agonizing mother.

The old Kingston Academy appears to us precisely

as it did to our gi'eat-gi'andfathers, with the exception

of the removal of the small cupola which contained

the bell, for it existed long before its incorporation

by the regents of the university, in 1795, and was

throughout the whole period of the Revolutionary

War the only academic institution of the fu-st rank

in this State where a classical education could be

obtained.

You may here recall the figm-e of Edward Liv-

ingston, Secretary of State, and brother of the Chan-

cellor; Stephen Van Rensselaer, the old patroon;

Abraham Van Veehten, afterward Attorney-generaJ,

and the father of the New-York bar ; John C. Spen-

cer, Secretary of the Navy ; and Thomas J. Oakley,

Chief-justice of your Superior Court. From it have

also gone some of the fathers of the Dutch Church.

The Rev. Dr. Westbrook ; the Rev. Dr. Ostrander ; the

Rev. Jacob Brodhead, father of the historian; the
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Rev. Dr. Van Vechten, of Seheueetady, who married

a daughter of the great John Mason ; the Rev. Wil-

hehnus Eltinge, and lastly, the Rev. Thomas DeWitt,

the chiefest of aU these apostles. The discipline was

severe in those old days, and aU intercourse between

tutors and scholars took place in Latin. "Licefne mihi

exire f " asked a student who wished to retu-e, when

the emphatic " Imo," or, more frequently, '^Non " was

returned to him. When the roU was called, those

present answered ^^Adsum," and for one who was

playing hookey, '"' AhesV was shouted by a conu-ade.

The vacant lots and streets about the academy were

encTimbered by enormous quantities of wood, as each

student brought a load with him at the commence-

ment of the fall tenn, which went to form a com-

mon stock for the winter use. The academy com-

mencement was generally held about the middle of

September, and it was a gala day here. The stu-

dents' marched in a body to Bogardus' Hotel, in an

upper room of which, known as the Free Masons'

room, they were awaited by the board of trustees.

After a formal introduction to the board, salvers were

brought in and the students were invited to take a

glass of wine. A procession was then formed under

the ringing of the three bells of the town, those of the

court-house, the academy, and the Dutch church.

On aniving at the academy, the ranks of the students

were opened, and the trustees passed through, and on

being seated in the large upper room, an address

in Latin was dehvered by one of the trustees, to the

gi'eat edification of those who had Dutch preached to

them throughout the rest of the year. Then followed

the public examination of the classes, after which di-a-

matic entertainments were given at the court-house.
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Here, I find that in the early days of this centmy,

Cato and Douglas were played to admiring houses—
John C. Spencer appearing, at one time, as young

Norval, Peter S. Wynkoop as Bandolpli, and Clarissa

Cantine as Lady Randolph. "The Road to Ruin"

was among the comedies presented, and if the avenue

leading to Hurley was in a condition resembling that

of our day, it is plain to see that the title of the play

was chosen in no Pickwickian sense. In the evening

a grand ball was given at DeWall's, on North Front

street, and this was generally attended by the gentry

of Hudson, Catskill, Rhinebeck, and Poughkeepsie,

relatives and friends of the students.

When the old building was abandoned for the larger

and more ambitious quarters now occupied by the

academy, the bell was removed to the cupola of the

new building, where it has lately given place to the ex-

asperating tones of a steamboat beU, which evidences

oui* progress in more clangorous if not higher educa-

tion.

The political importance of the old village attained

its culminating point when, at the conclusion of the

war, this place was considered among those that were

offered as the future capital of the nation. I have

the original ch-aft of the governor's letter, presented

to me by Judge George W. Clinton, late vice-chancel-

lor of the university, in these words

:

Kingston, 20th March, 1783.

Sm : I have the honor to transmit to Your Excel-

lency an Act of the Corporation of Kingston, and

Joint Resolutions of both Houses of the Legislature

of this State, respecting a fixed Residence and an

exempt Jurisdiction for the accommodation of Con-

6
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gress. These Papers are accompanied by a Map
which will point out the situation and extent of the

Corporate Lands.

Their Charter rights are ample, and then- Title

unexceptionable.

Without entering into the Merits of the Proposi-

tion as it Respects the Honorable Congress of this

State, it is my duty to declare, that the zealous and
Uniform Efforts of the Inhabitants of Kingston in the

Cause of Liberty, and the Calamities which they have

suffered from the Vengeance of Britain, avowedly for

their distinguished Patriotism, entitles them to con-

sideration ; and it is with gi-eat pleasure that I Sub-

mit their wishes to the Attention of Congress.

I have the Honor to be Sir

With great Esteem & Respect

Yoru' Excellencies

Most Obedt Servt

GrEO. Clinton.
To His Excellency

The President of Congress.

I find no record of the names of the streets within

the paHsaded inclosure, until a recent period, but it is

believed that each street was known from the name

of its principal resident. From very early times,

however, the northerly and easterly streets were

respectively known as North Front and East Front,

until the latter was changed to Clinton Avenue. It

is difficult to understand the taste which removes an

historical name, marking the line of the old boule-

vard, which, for one hundi'ed years, was a rampart

against Indian and savage foes.

The houses were aU built of blue limestone, in the

main consisted of one story, and were thus effectually

protected by the stockade from the missUes of the ene-

my. There were some mansions of large dimensions.
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and most of these, upon being fired by tlie British,

at the time of the Vaughn expedition, crumbled into

ruin on account of the intensity of the heat produced

by the mass of wood-work. The smaller ones generally

escaped with the loss of the doors and window-frames,

and, being rebuilt from the old walls, present to-day

substantially the same appearance they did in ante-

revolutionary times. Of one of these larger houses

this story is preserved by tradition : It belonged to

MoUie Elmendorf, a wealthy heii-ess, who fled with

her colored servant to Hiu'ley when the British were

marching on the town. Word came by a messenger

that the village was bui'ned, and from him particulars

were asked by one and another, as then- interest dic-

tated the question, each fain to beUeve that his own
property had escaped. With dignified reserve Mollie

Elmendorf remained silent until all had satisfied

their curiosity, when, beckoning to the messenger,

she asked if her house had been bui'ned. Upon an

affirmative reply, an old colored female servant, who

stood behind her mistress, spoke up with warmth

and contradicted the assertion that MoUie Elmen-

dorf 's mansion had made part of the conflagi-ation,

insisting that such could not be the case, as she had

the key of the house in her pocket.

Though the houses were small, the tendencies of

our Dutch ancestors provided the means for a large

hospitality. One of the most considerable buildings,

presenting to-day its appearance of a century and a

half ago, was DeWall's, onNorth Front street. DeWall

was a native Hollander, and he here maintained a

species of Almack's for the accommodation of the

wealthy. It was a sort of club-house, which, from time

to time, was engaged by those desiring to give large
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entertainments. The upper floor was devoted to tlie

pui'pose of a spacious ball-room, and the lower was

divided into di-essing-rooms and rooms for private

entertainments. This house was the scene of assem-

blies or balls, which were given sometimes by indi-

viduals and sometimes by the young people, dividing

the expense among each other. And these were very

frequent dui'ing the winter. DeWall provided the

music as well as the more material part of the enter-

tainment. No gentleman was admitted except in

dress-coat, white stockings, and pumps, unless he

maintained the knee-breeches and silk stockings of

an earlier day. A salver with refreshments was

handed around after each dance, and these consisted

of cake and some substantial, with two kinds of

wine— Malaga, a sweet wine, for the ladies, and

Teneriffe, a species of Madeira. Added to these,

when the gentlemen retired to other rooms below,

they partook of gin sling, which our ancestors very

much affected— and which, forsooth, ofttimes very

much affected om- ancestors.

The most considerable building was, of course, the

Dutch church, standing within a few feet of the site

of the present edifice, with a great row of poplar-trees

gii'dling the gi-aveyard. It ran lengthwise along the

street, and nearly upon it, and faced the parsonage,

which was on the other side. It was a massive and im-

posing stone structm-e, a right-angled parallelogi-am

in form, with hipped roof, and was entered through an

auxiUary buUdiug on its front, caUed the doop-house,

whose roof was in the form of a widely extended and

inverted V. At the center of the outside of the north

end of the chm-ch, and separate from it in structm'e,

arose the beU-tower, an imposing square column of
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stone, and supporting an open cupola, within which

hung the sweet-toned bell, brought from HoUand,

that we hope may stiU caU our children's childi-en to

the worship of the God of their fathers. "Within

there were three aisles, one running thi-ough the

center to the space in front of the pulpit, which

faced the door, and the other two along each side,

having between them and the waU but a single

elevated seat, facing inward. Upon these side seats,

reached by a single step, and in the galleries, the

men always sat, the women occupying the body

of the chui'ch. In the earlier days the men brought

then" muskets Avith them to the house of God,

and it is for this reason that the custom prevails in

this country, differing from that in Europe, whereby

men occupy the outer seats of the pews, as they did

in those old times, in order that they might rapidly

reach the door to repel a sudden attack of the savages.

About midway, on the westerly side of the chiu-ch,

was situated the magistrate's pew, sui-mounted by a

canopy, which was not removed until the year 1808.

The elders and deacons sat in positions similar to those

now occupied in the Dutch chui'ch on either side of

the pulpit, and the clerk's desk was placed on a raised

dais, a little to the right of the pulpit, and facing

the congregation. The church was without artificial

warmth during all seasons, and the women arrived,

in inclement weather, with theu" footstoves in then-

hands, the wealthier ones being followed by colored

servants bearing the same. Then, at the close of the

ringing of the bell, when the minister entered, he

handed his hat to the clerk, and ascended the pulpit.

The first prayer or invocation followed, after which

the clerk, reaching for a long wand or stick, in the
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end of which was a slit, and putting into it the

notices which were to be read to the congi-egation,

raised the wand, and, from the floor below, handed

them to the domine reaching out from the pnlpit.

The first preaching in EngUsh was under the min-

istry of the Rev. Dr. Gosman, who was called in 1808,

and was continued amid the murmurings of those

who held in strong affection the HoUand tongue and

litany of their sires. For a long period, however,

and even within my own recollection, the close of

the service and the pronunciation of the benediction

was followed by an immediate resumption of the

Dutch language by the congregation passing down

the aisles and issuing from the doors.

Nor was there a lack of incidents arising from the

change in the language. One Sunday Dr. Gosman's

sermon was on the subject of faith, founded upon the

thrilling story of Thomas, called Didymus, in the

twentieth chapter of St. John's Gospel. As the doc-

tor proceeded he grew eloquent and rhetorical, and,

applying to his hearers the reproachful experience

which the incredulity of Thomas brought upon him,

he exclaimed with fervor :
" And now, my brethren,

the injunction comes to each of us, Thomas, be not

faithless, but believing." In the gallery sat two broth-

ers, of one of whom the Chi'istian name was Thomas,

and he was following the comfortable Dutch custom of

taking a nap. Dr. Gosman continued to warm with

his subject, and at the end of paragraph after para-

gi'aph of illustration, he cried, in ringing tones:

"And now, my brethren, we are asked, Thomas,

believest thou met" Our sleeping friend in the

gallery was confusedly roused by the constant repe-

tition of his name, and, at length, made an effort to
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respond. Only half wakened from his di-eams, he

muttered :
" Wat begeert-u van mij, Dr. Gosman ?

"

His brother, dismayed at the unseemly interruption,

shook him and said :
" Wees stil, man, wees stil ! Hij

spreekt niet van u hij spreekt van Thomas Didymus."

The clerk also acted as precentor, and led the sing-

ing, and the legends teU us that at one time this officer's

coui-age received a severe test. The domine gave

out the 119th Psalm to be sung, and then resumed

his seat without stating what part of the same was

to be used. The clerk looked despau-ingly at the

congregation and then imploringly at the pulpit, but

no help came from either. He stUl hesitated in pres-

ence of the mighty task before him, and heaved a

long sigh, which is said to have been distinctly audible

throughout the whole chm'ch. The domine was lost

in reflection or prayer, and the clerk at last took off

his coat, which he dehberately folded and hung over

the back of his desk. With another heavy sigh, he then

proceeded manfuEy to sing through the entire 119th

Psalm, until the minister's attention was happily

arrested and the error corrected, to the relief of the

congregation and of the precentor, who devoutly

beUeved that his time had come.

The old citizens inhabiting all these homesteadswere

prudent, economical, and frugal people, of a strong

religious character, and simple and unostentatious in

their Uves. They were farmers to a gi'eater or less

degi-ee, each having a portion of the lowlands or the

fields on the Arm Bouwery. Near every residence

was a barn, and as every householder owned cows,

these were seen issuing forth in large numbers to

the meadows in the morning, and their retm-ning

beUs made the evening horn* melodious. Besides the
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smaller shops or stores, tlie more considerable citi-

zens, like tlie old houses of Florence and Pisa, were

engaged in extensive trade, purchasing cereals and

other large products from the siuTOunding country,

and forwarding them, in bulk, to New-York, with the

yield of their own broad acres. In the larger houses,

where dinner was served, as in the others, at noon,

it remained upon the table for three or foui* hoiu's,

the fii'st joints being fohowed by others, so that all

the friends and retainers from a distance could re-

fresh themselves before setting out upon then- retm-n

home.

The produce was, of com'se, forwarded to New-

York by sloops, and those from this place always

entered and lay at Coenties Slip. Besides these

freights, the sloops carried passengers, and as nothing

but the passage was provided by the skipper, each

voyager took with him his own bed, bedding, and

provisions, and where the travelers were relatives

or familiar acquaintances, a mess was formed, and

the table suppUes were turned into a common stock.

Arriving in New-York, those who chose resided on

the vessel diu'ing theu" stay. The retiu'ning sloops

brought cargoes which consisted mainly of cloths,

flannels, coffee, tea, iron, naUs, leather, furniture, and

kitchen utensils, and salt, sugar, and rum in large

quantities. The announcement of the arrival of a sloop

at The Strand (now Rondout) was an event in the vil-

lage. The news was communicated from mouth to

mouth, and was of more importance than the arrival,

to-day, of a steamer at Sandy Hook. Friends were ex-

pected to arrive as passengers, and perhaps relatives

and other visitors with them. Accounts were looked

for of the produce shipped to New-York, and the
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retui'niug cargoes were sui'e to eurich the cellars of

the Dutch burghers with rum, molasses, and sugar,

and to gladden the hearts of the Dutch damsels with

the latest novelties in petticoats. Then everybody

bustled about the village, and citizens as weU as mer-

chants prepared theu" teams and hm^ried to The Strand

to welcome the vessel and her cargo.

The farmers raised theii* own flax, and from it made

then' linen, homespun garments, and ropes. A cob-

bler went with his kit from house to house, remain-

ing at one for days, at another forweeks, until the entire

foot-gear of the family was placed in thorough repaii'

for another year's use. The larders were well suppHed.

Each householder fattened his own pigs and beeves,

and poultry of all kinds was plentiful ; and besides

the smaller game which abounded in the vicinity, an

abundant supply of venison was brought from beyond

the CatskiUs, and sold in open market on the streets.

There were foui' meals,— an early breakfast, din-

ner at noon, tea at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, and a

hot supper at 8 in the evening; and this brought

about the reunion of the whole family, with invited

friends. A large nmnber of colored people were main-

tained by every householder whose means justified

it, and these generally took the family name and made

kind and attached servants.

The boys were divided into Kinderhookers and

Wolverhookers. The Kinderhookers were said to be

so called because the southern portion of the village

was thought to be very prolific in childi'en, and the

Wolverhookers were stigmatized as savages by their

rivals, because on coldwinter nights the howling of the

wolves could be heard in North Front street from the

woods above the Brabant farms. When a Wolver-

7
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hooker strayed into the bounds of the enemy, the ral-

lying cry was raised, there was a gathering of the

Kinderhooker clan, and he was di'iven within his own

limits or untU he met a sufficient force to keep the

field ; and at times a large body invaded the hostUe

territory, seeking and accepting battle.

There were no public amusements. Family din-

ners were frequent, and there was much tea-di-ink-

ing. The young people were fond of dancing,

and promoted parties to that end. When De Wall's

house and ball-room were bm-ned, early in this

centmy, he was assisted in the immediate rebuild-

ing by a public subscription. A general observance

was had of aU religious festivals. New Year's Day

received little attention, but Chi-istmas was the

prominent festival of the year. Communion was

administered on that day in the Dutch chui-ch,

whether it fell upon Sunday or not, and dui'ing

Christmas week there were family dinners and re-

unions. Pinkster was the favorite hoUday among the

colored people, who were so numerous that, added to

another local peculiarity, it was a colloquial sajTJig

abroad, concerning Kingston, that every other house

was a barn, and every other white man a negi-o.

Refreshments were provided at funerals, as many of

the attendants came a long distance, a large table

being set in the principal room within the house, and

in mUd weather under the trees without. MuUed
wine was generally served, and after it pipes and

tobacco, untU the procession was ready to move.

Then, as there was no hearse, the body was placed

upon the bier and carried by the appointed bearers to

thebmial gi'ound, where they also completedthe sepul-

ture by filling up the gi-ave. After a short pause, the
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sexton stepped foi'ward, uncovered, and returned

thanks to all present for tlieir assistance, beginning Ms

set phrase with the words, "Vrienden en Messieurs,"

one Dutch and the other French, and so, perhaps, had

the Holland and Huguenot blood been commingled in

the body committed to the dust.

This Dutch and Huguenot community, gentlemen,

is proud of the formation of The Holland Society.

We hope that you will not only make pilgi'images

to the homes of your ancestors, but that you will

seek to establish theu* true fame. "We believe that the

number of Dutchmen who have written our his-

tory are altogether too few. We know that the Ref-

ormation followed by collisions between English

dissenters and the Anglican hierarchy colonized

New England, and we also know that the Reformation

emancipating the Low Countries led to the settle-

ments on the Hudson. We remember that if the Eng-

lish gave our fathers the idea of popular representa-

tion, the United Provinces give us the model of a

Federal Union. We remember that your forefathers

came here, not flying from intolerance in their own
land, but that they came from a country where the

principle of religious liberty had been established for

a hundi'ed years. We remember that they bui'ned no

witches, that they expelled no Quakers, and that the

directors of the West India Company wrote to Peter

Stuyvesant these magnificent words :
" Let every

peaceful citizen enjoy freedom of conscience. This

maxim has made youi- city the asylum for fugitives

from every land ; tread in its steps and you shall be

blessed." We remember that the Mayflower sailed

from Holland ; and when we look upon our material

prosperity, we reflect that it was the ofi'spring of
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James Clinton and Mary De Witt that gave us the

Erie Canal.

Stand by your inheritance, gentlemen, and the

Huguenots will stand by you.

You need not magnify it, but uphold it with the

faith reposed in the pui-e mistress of his heart by a

Huguenot ancestor, and expressed in the rugged sim-

phcity of the language before the revocation of the

Edict of Nantes.

Si le roi m'avait donn^

Paris, sa grand' ville,

Et qu'il me fallut quitter

L'amour de ma mie,

Je dirais au roi Henri :

Reprenez votre Paris,

J'aime mienx ma mie, gai !

J'aime mieux ma mie.

La rime n'est pas riche, et le style en est vieux :

Nais ne voyez-vous pas que cela vaut bien mieux

Que ces eolifioliets dont le Ijon sens raurmure,

Et que la passion parle 1^ toute pure ?

Si le roi m'avait donn6

Paris, sa gi'and' ville,

Et qu'il me faUiit quitter

L'amour de ma mie,

Je dirais au roi Henri

:

Reprenez votre Paris,

J'aime mieux ma mie, gai

!

J'aime mieux ma mie.

The Eev. A. H. Huizinga then pronounced the

benediction, as follows

:

Jehovah zegene U en behoede U! Jehovah doe zijn

aangezieht over U hchten en zij U genadig ! Jehovah
verheffe zijn aangezieht over U en geve U vi-ede

!
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Among the many interesting houses in Kingston,

pictui'es of a few were taken for this Society, and

they are now inserted.

IV. THE TAPPEN HOMESTEAD, KINGSTON, N. Y.

This large, square mansion is located at the point

of a triangle, formed by the junction of Greene and

Crown streets. It is a two-story stone house, built

of blue limestone, after the Esopus fashion, and is a

fine specimen of the stone houses of Kingston. It is

built in a substantial manner, and is in a well-pre-

served condition after two centuries of continuous

use. It is laid down on the map of Kingston made

by the Rev. John Miller, in 1695. The house was

not originally of its present size, but bears evidence

of having been added to at different times, probably

having been enlarged when the wood-work was

replaced after the fire of 1777. This house was the

homestead of the Tappen family, and John Tappen

here published for many years the " Ulster Plebeian,"

one of the first newspapers in Ulster county.

V. THE OLD DUTCH EEFORMED CHUECH, KINGSTON, N. Y.

The first permanent settlement of Esopus (Kings-

ton) was made in the year 1652. It is true that in

the year 1614 a fort was erected by the Dutch at the

mouth of the Eondout KiU, contemporaneous with

the building of the forts on Castle Island, near

Albany, and at New Amsterdam. The fort was built

as a trading post. In 1623 we find that a party of
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Dutch traders spent the whole season there, trading

on their own account, and then returning to Holland.

Some families and individuals may have located at

Esopus prior to 1652, but there is nothing on record

to show that they did. If any settlement was made,

it was totally abandoned during the Indian wars of

1644 and 1645. In 1652 the fii-st permanent settlers

arrived ; they had previously located on the manor of

Rensselaerwyck. The little band of settlers at Esopus

were welcomed by the Indians, and soon had then-

homes erected and their fields in cultivation. In 1655,

at the outbreak of the Indian raid at Hoboken and

Staten Island, they fled from then- fields, leaving

their homes at the mercy of the savages, but retm*ned

in the fall of the same year on the declaration of

peace. Sm-rounded by dangers and engrossed in

the labor of making a new settlement, they did not

forget G-od. It was their custom to assemble at one

of then- houses on the morning of the Lord's day,

when prayer was offered and other devotions entered

into. In the spring of 1658 "there were between

sixty and seventy Christians " at Esopus. They had

no ordained minister,— a " voorleeser," or reader, had

been appointed to read the services. The first reader

was Jacob van Slyke, from CatskiU ; the second was

Andiies van Der Sluys, who was appointed by Gov-

ernor Stuyvesant. Frequent appeals for a regularly

ordained minister were forwarded to the Classis at

Amsterdam. No one was sent in answer to these

appeals untU August 17, 1659, when Hermanus Blom

arrived, and preached two sermons, to the delight of

the people. A call or petition for him to become

their pastor was made out and signed the same day.

Blom retui-ned to Holland for ordination by the
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Classis of Amsterdam, wliicli took place February 16,

1660. He an'ived at Esopus for the second time,

September 5, 1660, and preached bis first sermon on

the 15th of the same month. Dming the year 1661

a log edifice was erected, " substantial and conven-

ient." This was the first church building in which

the services of the chui'ch were held. It was located on

the north-east corner of Main and Wall streets. Dom-

ine Blom's pastorate was a successful and prosperous

one, themembership increasing from sixteen to sixtyin

three years. The massacre and bui'ning of Wiltwyck

(Kingston) occm-red in 1663. The young church suf-

fered considerably in consequence of that event and

of the Indian war that followed. When peace was

declared the church commenced anew its career of

prosperity, only again to be sorely afflicted. Septem-

ber, 1666, Domine Blom's wife suddenly died, and

the domine was so disconsolate that in January,

1667, he asked his release from the chui'ch, which was

reluctantly granted. After six years and a half of

faithful labor as first pastor in Esopus, Domine

Blom returned to Holland. For the next eleven

years the church remained without a regular pastor.

The ministers from New Amsterdam and Albany

occasionally visited Esopus diu-ing the interval, per-

forming marriages and baptizing children, as the

records of the church fuUy attest. Their " voorleeser,"

or reader, conducted the services on Sundays and

feast days. In the spring of 1678 Petrus Tesschen-

makei', a candidate for the ministry, supphed the

pulpit, and continued to preach untU the arrival

of Domine Van Graasbeek in September, 1678. In

response to a request of the consistory, addi'essed to

the Classis of Amsterdam, approved by Governor
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Andros, October 8, 1677, Domine Laurentius Van
Graasbeek was sent out as pastor of the chiu'cli at

Esopiis. Domiue Van Gaasbeek was gi-aduated at

the renowned University of Leyden, May 25, 1674.

He was both a clergyman and a physician, and was

called the " Domine Doctor." He, with his family,

arrived in Esopus September 8, 1678, and he preached

his first sermon the 15th of the same month. He
was zealous and faithfid in the discharge of his duties,

and awakened a corresponding spirit in the church,

and a blessing attended their efforts, so that in one

year the membership increased to one hundi-ed and

eighty members. Dui'ing his pastorate a newand sub-

stantial stone church was erected, forty-five by sixty

feet, on the north-east corner of Wall and Main streets

;

it was in true Holland style, with highly colored

and painted window glass, bearing the coat of arms

of William, Prince of Orange. This building was

completed and dedicated about January 1, 1680.

Domine Van Gaasbeek was not long permitted to

preach in this edifice, for he was very soon taken sick

with a fever, and went to New-York for medical

treatment, where he died, February, 1680. He was

succeeded by his brother-in-law, Domine Johannes

Weeckstein, who was sent over by the Classis of

Amsterdam. He arrived with his family in Esopus

September 11, 1681, and preached his first sermon on

the 18th of the same month. After a faithful and

successftd pastorate of six years he died, March 17,

1687. After passing thi'ough these vicissitudes, the

church was ministered to by a succession of able and

talented ministers, and has continued down to the

present time its prosperous career, being the parent

tree from which several other churches were the ofi"-
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shoots. During the pastorate of Domine Petrus Vas

(1710-1752), the chru-ch was granted a charter from

King George, bearing date of November 17, 1719.

Near the close of his pastorate a new, substantial,

and commodious chui'ch was erected near the site of

the former chui-ch, and was dedicated by Domine

George William Mancius, November 29, 1752. This

chiu'ch btdlding was in continuous use until October

16, 1777, when it was burned, together with aU the

houses in Kingston except one, by the British soldiers

under Major-General Vaughn. In a few years the

chiu'ch was rebuUt, and the people were again

worshiping in it. During the pastorate of the Rev.

John Gosman (1808-1835) a new brick church was

erected on the south-east corner of WaU and Main

streets (now known as St. Joseph's Roman Catholic

Church); it was dedicated August 20, 1833. This

edifice was in continuous use until 1852, when, during

the ministry of the Rev. John C. F. Hoes C1845-1867),

the present commodious and imposing edifice was

erected, and dedicated September 28, 1852. In 1882

a commodious chapel was added to the church,

built in architectural consonance with the main build-

ing, and adding greatly to its beauty and symmetry.

At the same time the chui'ch building was put in

thorough repair", and newly fm-nished at a gi'eat

exjiense, reflecting much credit on the Building

Committee and the pastor, the Rev. J. G. van Slyke,

under whose supeiintendence the work was com-

pleted.

From a mural tablet erected in the church we take

the following Ust of the pastors of the chui'ch, with

their dates of service.

8
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PASTORS OF THE FIRST REFORMED CHURCH

OF KINGSTON, N. Y.

Hermanus Blom 1660-1667

Laurentius Van GtAASBeek 1678-1680

Johannes Weeckstein 1681-1687

Laueenthts van den Bosch 1687-1689

John Petrus Nucella 1695-1704

Henricus Beys 1706-1708

Petrus Vas 1710-1752

George Wilhelsius Mancius .... 1732-1762

Hermanus Meyee, D. D 1763-1772

George Jacob Leonard Doll .... 1775-1808

John Gosman, D. D 1808-1835

John Lillie, D. D 1836-1841

John Hardenburgh Van "Wagenen . . 1841-1844

John Cantine Farrell Hoes, D. D. . 1845-1867

David Newland Van der Veer . . . 1867-1876

John Garnsey van Slyke, D. D. . . . 1876-

VI. THE " senate-house," KINGSTON, N. Y.

This venerable building is located on the west side

of Clinton Avenue, corner of North Front street ; it

is one-story, buUt of blue limestone in the " Esopus

fashion," and at the time of its erection was no

doubt considered a spacious and commodious man-

sion ; the ceilings are high for buildings of its kind,

and the rooms are spacious. The " Senate-house

"

was erected during the latter part of the seven-

teenth century by "Wessel Ten Broeck, one of the

prominent settlers of Esojjus, who married (as his

second wife) in 1695 Laurentia Kellenaar, widow of

Thomas Chambers, lord of the Manor of Foxhall.

Her oldest daughter, Jacomyntje Van Gaasbeek, by

a former husband, Domine Laui-entius Van Gaasbeek,

married Wessel Ten Broeck's eldest son, Wessel, Jr.,
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who was born to him by a previous wife, Maria Ten

Eyek. Their son, "Wessel, thii'd, married his cousin,

BlancUna Van Gaasbeek, daughter of Abraham Gaas-

beek Chambers. Abraham Van Gaasbeek, brother of

the al)ove Blandina, married Sara Ten Broeck. The
" Senate-house " passed from the possession of one

to the other of these families untU in the middle of

the eighteenth centuiy it came into the possession of

the last-named Abraham Van Gaasbeek, who owned

and occupied it during its use by the first Senate of

the State of New-York. The history of its occupancy

and use by that body is as follows : The fii-st consti-

tution of the State of New-York was adopted April

20, 1777, the convention then sitting at the inn of

Cajjtain Evert Bogardus, a stone building which

stood on the north-west corner of Fair street and

Maiden lane, Kingston, N. Y. When rebuilt after

the fire of 1777, it was called the "Constitution-

house." It was torn down in 1856 to make room

for a private residence. The first election under this

constitution was held July 9, 1777. The newly

chosen Legislatm-e was to meet at Kingston on the

1st of August. For various reasons, it did not meet

until September, on the 9th of which month a quorum

of the Senate was present, and that body was duly

organized. The Assembly organized the following

day. The Senate sat at the house of Abraham Van

Gaasbeek, as appears from an entry in the " Jom-nal

of the Provincial Convention," vol. I., page 1101.

The Senate continued its sessions at this house until

October 7th, when it adjom'ned for the day. The news

of the reduction of Fort Montgomery in the High-

lands was received that day, and the next day so

many members were called away by their military
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duties and for the protection of tlieii' families that

the Legislature did not convene again untU January

5, 1778, at Poughkeepsie. On the 16th of October,

1777, this house was bui-ned, with all the other

houses in Kingston except one, by the British under

Major-General Vaughn. Soon after this event the

wood-work of the house was replaced, and the build-

ing presents substantiaUy the same appearance that

it did before the fii-e. The house was akeady one

hundred years old when occupied by the Senate. It

was afterward owned and occupied by Peter Van

Graasbeek, son of the above Abraham. He was a

prominent politician, a friend of Alexander Hamilton

and Aaron Burr, and member of the Thii"d United

States Congi-ess. On his death, the house descended

to his only daughter, Sarah. For a short period,

dmiug the fii'st part of the present ceutmy. General

Ai-mstrong, United States Senator, Secretary of War,

etc., resided in this house, and during his residence

there he received his appointment as Minister to

France. Upon the death of Sarah Van Gaasbeek,

she devised the house to Charles R. Westbrook, son

of the Rev. Cornelius D. Westbrook, and brother of

the late Judge T. R. Westbrook. It is now the resi-

dence of the Hon. Marius Schoonmaker. It ought

to be purchased by the State of New-York and pre-

served for its historical associations.*

XI. THE DEDERICK HOUSE.

This old house was selected as showing an old stone

house, with gable end to the street ; it was undoubt-

* Such a law has been passed by the State legislature in 1887.
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edly built at a very early period, and well represents

the smaller class of houses erected by the Dutch, It

does not possess the steep, pitched roof of earlier date
;

these roofs have almost wholly disappeared, and have

been replaced with others less steep. The house has

the old-fashioned double doors, the top half of the

door opening independent of the lower hah. For over

fifty years it was occupied by the village schoolmas-

ter, WiUiam H. Dederick. His aged form seen on the

stoop always reminded one of the past ; his store of

knowledge of the early history of the State and county

was unbounded, and it was his delight to relate anec-

dotes of the early times.

XII. THE HASBROUCK HOMESTEAD.

The Hasbrouck homestead, while not one of the

oldest houses in Kingston, is still a representative

house, and was erected long before the Revolutionary

War. It was built by a descendant of Abraham Has-

brouck, who with his brother Jean came to this

country in 1670 and 1675 ; they were of Huguenot

descent, and with ten others were the original paten-

tees of New Paltz. Colonel Abraham Hasbrouck,

gi-andson of the above Abraham, removed to Kings-

ton in 1735, and soon after erected this house. Dur-

ing his occupancy of the house, and a year or two

before the biu'ning of Kingston, it was destroyed by

fii'e. The wood-work was replaced, and it became the

residence of his son. Judge Jonathan Hasbrouck,

first judge of Ulster county. Upon his death, at the

age of eighty-three years, the house passed to his son,

the Hon. Abraham Bruyn Hasbrouck, LL. D., who
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for teu years (1840-1850) was President of Rutgers

CoUege. Upon retiring from this position in 1850,

Mr. Hasbrouck retm-ned to this homestead, where he

spent the remainder of his life among his books and

in his literary pui'suits, which were his dehght. He
died at the ripe age of eighty-eight. His daughter

Caroline is the wife of General George H. Sharpe.

At the close of the exercises in the chapel, the

giiests boarded a special train on the Ulster and Del-

aware Eaihoad, and journeyed through the Esopus

Valley to Phoenicia, where a special Stony Clove and

CatskiU Moimtain train was in waiting, which took

the party through the famous Notch, where ice can

be found all the year round, and where the cave with

the wonderful echo is situated.

On an-iving at the Hotel KaaterskiU, the travelers

were met by Manager Paige, the various points of

interest were seen in the gloaming, rooms were

assigned, and after a brief resting-time dinner was

served at 7:30 p.m. The following is a fae-simUe of

the bill of fare and list of toasts laid before each guest.

The Secretary deskes to say that he spent one of

the most pleasant evenings of his life in preparing

this biU of fare, and in dissecting Washington Irviag's

caricature, and in fitting the excerpts (which are all

literal) in then- respective appropriate places.

The Rev. Hemy J. van Dyke, Sr., D. D., was im-

avoidably absent, and gi-ace was said by the Rev.

Paul D. van Cleef, D. D.

It is only just to say that a finer dinner and better

wines were never served, even at Delmonico's or the

Hotel Brimswick. Mr. Geo. R. Hardinge, the propri-

etor of the hotel, at the request of Mr. CoykendaU
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Xin. PORTEAJT OF THE EEV. DR. HOES.

The Eev. John Cautine Farrell Hoes, D. D., was

descended from Jan Tysse Hoes, one of the original

Patentees of Kinderhook, and was born in that place

on the 13th of July, 1811. He was the oldest son of

the late Peter I. Hoes (whose sister was the wife of

ex-President Martin Van Buren), and gi-andson, on

his mother's side, of Judge Peter Swart, of Schoharie

County, who rendered eminent service as an officer

in the Revolutionary War, and subsequently in oiu'

legislative coimcils at the State and National Capi-

tols. He received his early education at the old

Kinderhook Academy, was gi'aduated from Amherst

College in 1832, and studied theology at Princeton

Seminary. He was ordained as a minister of the

Dutch Church by the Classis of Cayuga, April 22,

1836, and at the same time was installed as pastor

of the Dutch Chui'ch of Chittenango, N. Y. In 1837

he accepted a unanimous caU to the Dutch Church

of Ithaca, N. Y., where he labored with conspicuous

success until 1845, when he accepted a call to the

Dutch Church of Kingston, N. Y., extended to him

"on the unanimous recommendation of its Great

Consistory." He occupied this field until January

7, 1867, a period of more than twenty-one years,

in the com-se of which large numbers were added

to the chiu'ch and the present elegant edifice was

erected, largely as the result of his personal efforts.

The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred

on Dr. Hoes, in 1852, by Union College. He was

President of the Board of Trustees of the old Kings-

ton Academy from 1854 to 1864, and in 1867 was
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elected President of the Board of Superintendents

of the Theological Seminary of the Reformed Dutch

Church at New Brunswick, N. J. From 1854 until

his death he was a Life Du-eetor of the American

Bible Society, and from 1839 was a Life Director

of the American Tract Society, and to their interests

he was warmly attached.

Dr. Hoes died on the 9th of February, 1883, and was

buried in the Wiltwyck Rural Cemetery, in Kingston.

He left behind him a name whose memory can

never fade in the community where he lived, and

his virtues are deeply enshrined in the hearts of

those who knew him best and loved him most.



DINNER

The Holland Society of New-York,

TENDERED BY

MR- Samuel D- Coykendall
' /fi! hore on his sliouliUtrs a stout hey, t/iat scemed/uU of liquor, and made .signs for I^iit to

approach and astdst him with the load. Jlip complied iHth his usual alacrit}/,

and. mutualti/ reUcfimj each other, fVcy clambered up."

AT THE

Hotel Kaaterskill,
"*>n ajinc aufmnnal day. Hip hud unconsciously scrambled to one of the

hiyhctd part:! of the Kaatslcill Mountains."

On the Occasion of the Society's V'^it to Kingston, n. y.

"And there locre some of the houses of the orif/inal settlers standing wWiin a few years, hailt

of small yellow brides brought from Holland, having latticed ioindoivn and gable

fronts, surmounted irith ^cmthercoclcK."

SEPTEMBER 14, 1886.



'But it irould hai-c been woiih any statesman's mnney to Jiavc heard the profound dincif-ssions
irhicli sometimes took place."

1. The Dutchmen of Kingston.
" His father had once seen them in their old Dutch dressea, pUtyinr/ at nine-

inns in a hoUoir of the )nnnntain.''

Hon, AlphoHso Trunipbour Clearwater,

Vice-President for Kingston.

"Alas ! yt ntlemen . I am a poor, quiet man. a native of the place."

2. Our Sister Societies.

" A8 he approached the viUaye he met a number of people, but none ichom he
fcneio, which someu-hat surprised him, for he had thought himself acquainted
with every one in the country round."

The Presidents of those Societies,

All of whom have been Invited.

'•'Well— 7vho are they/ Is'ame them.' Hip bethought himself a
moment, and inquired, '^^'here^s Nicholas Vender?' -Where's JSr'om
Dufcherf ' Where's Van Bummcl, the schoolmaster V "

3. The Holland Society of New-York.
• Though these folks were evidently amusiny themselves, yet they main-

tained the gravest faces, the most myst^rioiis silence, and were, withal.
*hc most melancholy party of pleasure he had ever witnessed,"

Judge Hooper C. l^an yorst. President,

"He would never refus-c to assist a neiyhhor."

4. Dutch Women.
"At thin critical mo)nent a fnsh. comely woman passed through the throny."

Hon. Aaron J. l^anderpoely

Vice-President for Kindf.rhook.

"Certain it is that he was a great favorite among all the good wives of
the village."

5. The Dutch Soldier.
•' The still solitudes had echoed and re-echoed with the reports of his gun."

Brevet {Major-General Steioart yan yiiet, U. S. A,

"There ^oas one who seemed to be the commander. He was a short.
square-built old fellow, with thick, bushy hair."

6. The Relief of Leyden.
' What was to he done /'*

Rev, J, Howard Suydam, D. D.

** Reverenced as one of the patriarchs of the village and a chronicle of
the old times 'before the war.'"

IRREGULAR TOASTS.
*' ^Hurely,^ tJiought Kip. */ have not shpt here all night.'
' Tttese mountain beds do not agree with me. And if this frolic should lay me up ivifli a fit of

rhcumatixin, I shall havt. a blessed time iiuth Dame Van' Winkle.'
ire reealled the arniivneen before he fefl asleep. The strange man witJi the keg of liquor— the

mountain raeinf—the wild retreat among the recks — the woe-bcgone party—' Oh ! that wicked flagon '

'

thought Hip.
To mak> a long story short, the company broke up. and returned to the more important concerns

of the election.
As lie was about to descend, he heard a voice from a distance hallooing, 'Hip Van Winkle! Jiip

Van Winkle.""
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spared no expense nor trouble, and the result could

not have been surpassed anywhere.

After the excellent dinner, the President, Judge

Hooper C. van Vorst, rapped for order and spoke as

follows

:

It is a very agi-eeable duty which has been assigned

to me, to announce the toasts. I am not respon-

sible for all that Mr. Van Siclen has undertaken to

write and print upon this orange-colored paper [re-

feiTiug to the quotations from Washington Irving, on

the printed menu]. There is much of it that I sub-

scribe to, and some that I do not. Now, for instance,

I subscribe to the propriety of having the fii'st toast

of the evening, " The Dutchmen of Kingston." That

we aU respond to because we have to-day experienced

so much of the genuine hospitality and kindness of

the Dutchmen of Kingston. That, gentlemen, we can

never forget. That I agree to. But when he speaks

of our distinguished friend, Alphonso Clearwater,

—

I thought it was Klaarwater,— it must have been a

mistake ; when he speaks of om' distinguished friend

as "a poor man," I cannot subscribe to that when

I consider the gains so distinguished a lawyer must

have received in a great practice dui'ing many years.

Or, when he attributes to him the quaUty of being a

" quiet man "— although William, the distinguished

savior of Holland, was called William the Silent,— Mr.

Clearwater does not belong to that category, I assui-e

you ; lawyers never do. They will be heard. He is

a native of this vicinity, and he is on his "native

heath," and I have no doubt that he wiU disabuse

any idea that he is a quiet man, and wiU prove

to you clearly— clear as water, and as he is " aqua
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jjMra,"—that the Dutchmen of Kingston are worthy
of aU consideration. I take great pleasure in intro-
ducing the Hon. Alphonso Trumpbour Clearwater,
the distinguished District Attorney of the County of
Ulster.



ADDRESS

HON. A. T. CLEARWATER.

Mr. President and Gentlemen ofThe Holland Society:

I
ASSURE you that, notwithstanding the aspersions

cast upon my demeanor by the distingmshed Pres-

ident of The Holland Society, I am " a quiet man."

Unlike our honored President, and like a true Dutch-

man, I indorse aU that the industrious Secretary of

this Society has put upon this bill of fare and hst of

regular toasts. You know, gentlemen, that one of

the distinguishing characteristics of the Dutch is

truthfulness ; and when the Secretary of this Society

[quoting from the bill of fai'e] said that my father

had once seen Hendiick Hudson " and his pirate crew

in their old Dutch dresses, playing at nine-pins in a

hoUow of the mountain," I assui-e you the Secretary

stated the absolute truth. And when he also said to

you of the Vice-President of this Society for Kings-

ton, that he was " a poor, quiet man, and a native of

9 66
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this place," lie characterized the Vice-President with

photographic accui'acy. But I am not to speak to

you of The Holland Society or of its distingaiished

President and its illustrious Secretary. That pleas-

ing duty is delegated to the honorable and venerable

President himself, and he can best account to you

for the slanders that he has cast upon the good name

of the Secretary. I, gentlemen, am to speak to you,

but briefly, of the Dutchmen of Kingston, and if, ac-

cording to the good old Dutch saying, " the proof of

the pudding is the chewing of the string," you have

chewed the string to-night, and you know whether

the Dutchmen of Kingston are good Dutchmen or no.

Boston, it has been said, is the "Hub of the Universe."

That is one of those pleasing fictions that my distin-

guished friend upon my right, the President of the

New-England Society, wiU endeavor to have you be-

lieve when he comes to respond for that society. Phil-

adelphia, it has been said, is the "Cradle of American

Independence." But I say to you that in Kingston,

in 1064, was held the first popular election ever held

upon American soil. On the eighteenth day of March,

1C64, Petrus Stuyvesant— of whose good fame and

of whose marvelous career eveiy Dutchman is so con-

versant that for me to speak of it wordd be to relate

a twice-told tale— sent out an order convening a

General Assembly, to be held upon the tenth day of

April following, and on the thirty-fii'st day of March,

1664, the inhabitants of Wiltwyck, now Kingston,

elected by popular election two delegates— Thomas

Chambers and Gysbert Van Imborch— to represent

Kingston in the Greneral Assembly, caUed by the

governor of the province. That was the first pop-

ular election held, not only in New Netherland, but
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in America, and notwithstanding what my eloquent

friend would have you beUeve regarding New Eng-

land, or my friend Van Eensselaer would have you

believe regarding New-York, it was Kingston Dutch-

men that fii'st in America set the example of popular

elections and of representation by the people for the

people. And they only did what was done by then-

ancestors in 1446, when Philip the Bold of Biu'guudy

was the nominal sovereign of the Netherlands ; they

insisted that there should be no taxation without con-

sent. But it is not wise, upon an occasion such as

this, to be serious. It was said by the President of

the St. Nicholas Society at its last annual dinner, that

its membership and its members were all " fidl," and

although the membership of The HoUand Society is

not " full," none of its members are fools. With true

Dutch frugahty they have looked upon the wine when

it was red, and abstemiously abstained from partak-

ing of the contents of the wine-cup to-night. The

original name of Kingston, as many of you know,

was WUtwyck, which signified " The Indian Grift,"

When Stuyvesant was brought to Esopus, by the

Indian wars of 1663, he called together a conference

of the Esopixs sachems, and they presented to him

the land in the vicinity of Kingston, and he named it

WUtwyck. After that, in 1677, Captain Salisbmy,

representing Stuyvesant, made a treaty with the

Esopus Indians. I have said to you that one of the

distinguishing characteristics of the Dutchman was

truthfulness, and another was honesty. You know

that, unfortunately, oui* friends in New England,

over the border, cheated the Pequods and Passama-

quoddys out of their land, but the Dutch of Esopus

paid honestly for what they bought. I hold in my
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liand a copy, wi-itten in Dutch, of the original treaty,

made on the twenty-seventh day of April, 1677,

between the Esopus Indians and the Dntchmen of

Kingston, and this treaty, as my friend Planten, Con-

sul-General of theNetherlands, will state to you,— and

he has carefully translated it for our benefit,— wiU

show that the Diitchmen of Kingston paid, in good

Dutch rum, for every foot of land they had of the

Esopus Indians. Frugality was another characteris-

tic of Kingston Dutchmen. As you all know, among

the very few lions we have in Kingston, one is the

Dutch chui-eh, and another is the old Senate-house.

To-day, as I stood within the old Senate-house—
in which the first constitution of the State of New-

York was adopted— with John Jay, the President

of the Huguenot Society of America, with our own

President, and with the President of the New-Eng-

land Society, John Jay, the grandson of that John

Jay who drafted the first constitution of the State

of New-York, said to me :
" Mr. Clearwater, in this

very room, one hundred and nine years ago, my grand-

father drew that draft of the first constitution of the

State, which I have in mypossession. The constitution

was adoptedon the thirtieth day of July, 1777, on Sun-

day night. With true Dutch frugality, you see, they

put in the Sunday. They notified the Village Commit-

tee of Kingston, a committee composed of Kingston

Dutchmen, thaton the Tuesday following, at 12 o'clock,

noon, that constitution would be pubhshed in the

front of the court-house, and they asked the com-

mitteemen to make suitable and elaborate prepara-

tions for that important event. And the Kingston

Dutchmen, with true Dutch notions of what elabora-

tion meant and frugality meant, got a hogshead, and
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on top of tliat they put a platform, and R. Berrian,

the secretary of the Provincial Congress, mounted

the platform, and with due solemnity announced to

the assembled multitude the first constitution of the

State of New-York, As another instance of Dutch

frugality, let me state that three or four years ago I

had occasion to serve upon a building committee of

that church. We had occasion to excavate for foun-

dations, and we found that those Dutchmen had

buried one another three deep, one below the other

in that sacred gi'ound. Without detaining you fur-

ther, let me close the little I have had to say regard-

ing the Dutchmen of Kingston by proposing to you

the health of one of the most royal of the Dutchmen

of Kingston, our host, Samuel D. Coykendall.

After the applause had died away in a measm-e,

Mr. Coykendall said

:

Mr. President and Gentlemen : It gives me very

gi'eat pleasui'e to welcome to the home of Rip Van

Winkle this distinguished company of Dutchmen,

the officers and members of The Holland Society of

New-York, and theu- invited guests. More than two

and a half centuries ago, within sight of this mount-

ain, and where the city of Kingston now stands, the

ancestors of many gentlemen present here to-night

formed one of the earliest American settlements; and

in honoring that historic place with the first annual

visit of The Holland Society, you have paid a compU-

ment to the Kingston Dutchmen which is heartily

appreciated. And we trust, gentlemen, that yom- visit

here will prove so agreeable that you will be induced

to repeat it at some futui'e time.
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To the toast, " Om- Sister Societies," Mr. Kiliaen

van Rensselaer responded for the St. Nicholas Society

of New-York, Mr. David Rees for St. David's, General

Horace Barnard for the Sons of the Revolution, Mr.

Charles F. Wingate for the Twihght Chib of New-

York, and Hon. Jacob F. Miller for the Martin

Luther Society.

Ex-Judge Horace Russell, for the New-England

Society, spoke as follows

:



SPEECH

EX-JUDGE HOEACE RUSSELL.

IT is the most agreeable duty, geutlemeu, that I

have as yet had to perform as President of the

New-England Society, the oldest of the societies which

endeavor to perpetuate the memory of an honored

ancestry, to welcome to the sisterhood of societies

that one which, although the youngest, yet represents

the oldest of those who colonized America. I may say

this occasion is educational in its character. It has

enabled me to know who are the genuine, simon-

pm-e, yard-wide, aU-wool, fast-colors Dutch Society.

But for this occasion I might have made the mistake

of supposing that that Society which is called the

St. Nicholas, or Santa Claus, or some such name, was

the genuine representative of the Dutch of Amer-

ica. I know now they are a modern institution,

endeavoiung to steal the trade-mark of a much more
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aged organization. And yet, I am not without a

certain embarrassment, if a New-Englander can ever

be said to be embarrassed,—which I doubt,—when I

stand in the presence of all these Dutchmen, and I re-

member that I am, probably, the only Yankee present.

In the faces before me, I see many men who have

posed as Yankees, and who, individuals like myself,

wear the badge of The Holland Society. They tell

me they are Yankees on their mothers' side. Not-

withstanding theu" pretensions to be members of the

New-England Society, I must insist that I am the

only member of that Society here present. And I

can distinguish myself very much as the Irishman

is said to have done, in what is known as the first

original Irish bull. He said :
' You see a lot of cows

lying down in a field, and one of them is standing

up ; that is the bull.' " Continuing, the speaker said

it was a great deal to know who were the genuine

representatives of America. "We Yankees have an

aphorism that all 'deacons are good, but there is odds

in deacons.' And so we all agree that all Dutchmen

are good, but there is odds in Dutchmen. They are

entitled to be considered the representatives of the

Dutch in America who date their ancestry back to

1600 or 1520,— I don't know which,—but it is the

Dutch who are the oldest, and who represent, by

their ancestry and in themselves, the Dutch who

fli'st colonized this fair jjrovince of the State of New-

York. Not the St. Nicholas Society, although far be

it from me to detract from that organization, for

many of the members here to-night can not only

claim to be members of the St. Nicholas Society, by

reason of having descended from ancestry dating
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one huiicli'ed years back, but members also of The

Hollaud Society, who cau date thek ancestry three

hundred years back. The New-England Society

deems itself most fortunate in being able to welcome

into the sisterhood of societies a genuine Holland

Society, representatives of those people who first

colonized America, who first planted here in America

the seeds which have resulted in all that America is

to-day, and which may justly claim,— and I, of the

New-England Society, am jsroud to say it,— may
justly claim to have planted here the seeds which

have germinated and which have residted in the best

fruits we now see in the American Rei^ubUc. The

New-England Society cannot forget that they who
founded New-England, and who planted the seeds of

all that has resulted in the civilization of America,

sailed, not from England, but from Holland. They

sailed, not from an English port to an English port,

but from a Holland port to a Holland colony. They

obtained in Holland a toleration and sympathy

which they could not obtain in their- own country,

and when they set sail from that country, it was to

have the toleration and sympathy, which they coidd

only find in a Dutch colony planted in New-York,

and it was in New-York that sentiment first took

shape which made this country resolve to free itself

from the mother country. We cannot regard the

possibilities of the futui'e of America without senti-

ments of gi'atitude to Almighty God that he planted

on this continent a race mixed, derived from all

nationalities, homogeneous in character, to develop

this new country, whose futui-e only the pens of

poets can portray and only the wildest enthusi-

10
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asts can imagiue." In closing, lie said :
" It is a

most gratifying thing for me to be present and cele-

brate with you the vii'tues of oiu- common ancestors,

and endeavor, so far as I can, to pay respect to their

memory."

Judge Augustus van Wyck responded to the toast

" The St. Nicholas Society of Brooklyn," in the

absence of the gentleman who had been selected to

do so, as follows

;







SPEECH

JUDGE AUGUSTUS VAN WYCK.

Mr. President and fellow-Dutchmen

.

YOUR worthy secretary promised most solemnly

that I should not be called upon to speak at this

banquet. So you can readily see how badly I have

been treated, and I now appeal to yoiu- generosity

to right me if in any way I shall be harmed by

such a breach of faith. But rest assured that it

affords me supreme pleasure to mingle here to-

night in the ocean spirit of liberty, toleration,

gallantry, and good-fellowship of our noble Hol-

land ancestors, rekindled by the charming speeches

of those who have preceded me, and revived by

this gathering of their descendants, to do their

memory honor, in this palatial " Hotel Kaaterskill,"

adorning the spiring summit of this stately old

mountain, which rose in its majesty as a gi'aud sen-

tinel, clothed in sweetly scented, beautifully tinted,
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and gracefully bending foliage of early autumn, and

waved its head in cordial welcome, just two hun-

dred and seventy-seven years ago this day, to the

Dutch ship Half Moon, as she silently glided over

yonder silver stream, the mighty river named after

her commander, Hendi'iek Hudson. This sentinel

has ever since watched over the sleep of the Rip

Van Winkles and the intelligent activities of the

New Netherlanders, who have made the Hudson

Valley, from New Amsterdam to Fort Orange, New-

York to Albany, the garden spot, blessed with the

gi-eatest wealth and crdture, of all America. To

make fitting response on such an occasion as this

would reqiiire intent communion with the thoughts

and deeds suggested in a retrosj)eet of over two cent-

uries. This you do not expect of one suddenly

substituted for an absent orator. I once heard a

Frenchman, Dan Dougherty of Philadelphia, lecture

on oratory and orators; he divided them into two

classes,—those advertised byname to speak, and those

included in the words " and others will address the

meeting." The former were always prepared, and of

them much was requu'ed ; the latter were never pre-

pared, and of them nothing was expected. I belong

to the latter class, for my name is nowhere on this

printed list of speakers. The newspapers the other

day stated that a natm*al-gas well had been discov-

ered up here in Ulster county. Now, down in

Brooklyn we have artificial gas, which is measured

orit to us through a muddy water meter, and there

are constant complaints about the bills. Thank

good luck, you have up here natural gas which flows

thro^^gh a " Clearwater " meter, and that too without

any bUls. Your honorable chakman said that the
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toast assigned me was a simple and little one, and

that I was at liberty to talk upon any subject and

not even touch that this evening, and that the

kindly spuit of yoiu" officers would let me off with

very few words. This reheves me very much as the

old farmer was, who had always opjjosed lawyers

holding office, believing them to be the ruin of the

country. Finally his son John became a lawyer and

then a candidate for the legislatiu-e : the old man
heartily supported him. His excuse for so doing

was that John was not enough of a lawyer to hiu-t.

So this toast is not enough of a toast to frighten me,

but puts me somewhat at ease among you brothers

to-night. This Society has a disagi-eeable way of

publishing all speeches, which causes much uneasi-

ness to one unexpectedly called upon. He dislikes

to have his desultory thoughts cirevdated outside of

the banquet-hall, or to repeat his best thoughts

which already have been so made familiar to his

hearers. At the last Holland Society dinner you

invited me to answer the toast, " Why are we here

this evening?" That was a twelve-dollar dinner,

carnage liire extra, each gentleman paying for him-

seK, and it was a hard question to answer. But if

you ask, Why are we here to-night ? I will tell you

that the princely hospitality of Mi-. Coykendall

answers the question. We appreciate this tribute

to oiu" ancestors, and enjoy gi-eatly the pleasant inci-

dents thereto. Doubtless you all feel like the Irish-

man, who, in the gi-eat home rule campaign of

Gladstone, found himself in Dubhn town, full of

hope and enthusiasm. He exclaimed, " HmTah for

Ii-eland," when a Scotchman near him said, " Hurrah

for hell." " That is right, my friend ; every man for
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his own country !" lie responded. And so we stand

here to-night to hiu'rah for Netherlands old and new.

WhUe listening to others trace the line of descent, it

reminded me of a school-day occun-enee, when we

would have at any risk broiled chicken. There was

some difficulty in catching the fowl in question,

roosting on a tree right imder the window of om"

teacher. We finally hit upon a device— a long pole

forked at the end to catch the rooster just under the

throat and raise him gently off his feet, and, thus

choked, bring him down slowly without a squeak.

Om* love for broUed chicken was the parent of this

discovery. Rumor reports that a simOar affection

having been denied this luxuiy at a mountain house,

was the paternity of this grand hotel in which we

now hold forth. I do love the man who loves broUed

chicken. The rapid disappearance of chickens from

this festive board for several hours calls to mind the

old negi'o preacher's exposition of the mkacle of the

loaves and fishes. He exclaimed in stentorian voice

to his congi'egation that the twelve disciples eat and

eat of them tiU there was nothing left bixt twelve

baskets-full of fish-bones, and that the mkacle was

that such an enormous dinner did not burst all twelve

of them wide open. Great is the miracle that some

of those around me have not found their tension

stretched to the last degree. The presence of the

clergy in such large niunbers to-night is most gi-ati-

fying and suggests a lectm-e of a very eminent physi-

cian to his students upon that type of sore throat

which he characterized " clerical sore throat," and so

stubborn that it would yield to no treatment except

a trip to the Gei*man Spa, expenses paid by the con-

gi'egation. I am most happy to announce that the
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balmy air of the Catskills and the siimptiioiis feast

of Kaaterskill House, exi)eiises paid by oiu- generous

host, will ciu-e it to a certainty. To brother Coyken-

dall we aU return thanks, and the clergy and judiciary

at least will attend his next dinner.

In the name of the St. Nicholas Society of Brook-

lyn, composed of a modest yet respectful posterity,

who are confident of the deserved meiit of their

ancestors, I proclaim to all that the Dutch of the Old

and New World have done well and fully their part in

that development which has by degrees made this

the most fruitful era of the highest civilization yet

touched,— a development that has been truly pro-

gressive and wondi-ous indeed in answer to the ever-

increasing demands of man, as a living, breathing,

seeing, hearing, thinking, speaking, social, and dying

free-agent, measm*ed by the age of the individual,

slow, but by the age of all time, swift; from the

savage to the cultured gentleman; cave to modei'n

home ; foot to horse ; oar to saU ; and from these to

Titan steam-driving, moving palaces, overand through

mountains and across the waters of the briny deep

and the unsalted seas of the interior ; courier to elec-

tricity harnessed as a messenger ; the music of the

human voice audible only a few feet and lost forever

to vocal sound transmitted to startling distances

through the telephone and preservable for ages in

the phonogi'aph; the fickle suu-pictui'e of objects

reflected upon the water-miiTor to the likeness trans-

ferred and transfixed upon substances in enduiing

form; gamients of skins of wild animals fastened

with thongs to the machine made and sewed fabrics

;

substances in native foiTu to those changed and

shaped by man at his will for his use by mechanical
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and chemical action ; marble rough to marble chiseled

in statues perfect ; the healing ingredients and sweet

perfumes separated from poisons and loathsome

odors; conjurer, to skUled physician and surgeon;

muscle imassisted to gim-powder, steam, and elec-

tricity obedient to the wiU of man ; adobe architect-

ure to imposing cathedrals and proud capitals ; brute

force to persuasive reasoning; thoughts spoken to

thoughts written and printed for exchange with the

living and those of the futm-e ; superstitions debas-

ing to the philosophy of the materialists and idealist,

and from these to the philosophy of an ego and non

ego, the thing knowing and the thing known of;

intellect bm-ied in ignorance to intellect set at lib-

erty; multiplicity of warring gods of passions vile

to one Supreme Divinity, all-knowing, all-powerful,

and always present, regulating the action of the

subtle forces of nature by laws of unifonn order and

offering immortal feUcity to the spirit of man ; con-

science buried in ignorance and immorality, to con-

science cultured, moral, and free, the tribunal before

which every thought and act of man must pass in

judgment of approval or condemnation, and thi'ough

which the mysteries of God, self, and the world must

be discerned and detected.

The St. Nicholas Society bids me convey to you

its hope that The Holland Society wiU faithfully per-

form its voluntarily assumed task, a duty long neg-

lected, of seeing that wi-itten history shall truthfully

record the thoughts and deeds of their ancestors,

which have aided so much in bringing about this

progi-ess. Though remember that their modesty and

sense of justice would be gi-eatly wounded if less than

fuU justice should be done to other races for their

share in this great work.
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Hou. Johu Jay, President of the Huguenot Society

of America, came to Kingston with The Holland

Society, but was unable to remain over for the

dinner, sending the following letter

:

"Kingston, Sept. 14, 1886.

" Geo. W. Van Siclen, Esq.,

"Secretarj/.

"Mil Dear Sir: WUl you allow me to express my
cordial thanks to The Holland Society of New-York
for then- kind invitation to the President of the

Huguenot Society of America to join in to-day's

excm-sion, and to add my sincere regrets that I am
prevented by an imperative engagement from remain-

ing until its conclusion f I have enjoyed the visit to

the ancient town, formed by Hollanders and Hugue-
nots two hundred and seventy years ago, and where
their descendants assisted to frame the fii'st State

Constitution.
" It is pleasant to remember that the same har-

mony that exists to-day among them has prevailed

since Minuit, the Huguenot, was the Governor ofNew
Amsterdam, in 1726, and that, however France and

Holland might fight, there was no war between the

Dutchmen and Huguenots in America.
" How often the blood has mingled in the veins of

their descendants, adding, as Dr. Vermilye said, ' the

sparkle of France with Dutch worth,' the genealogi-

cal records of our two Societies would show. What
they have together done for the Christian civiUzation

of om* land it will be for future historians to point

out. The admirable arrangements of this fete go to

illustrate the high standard of excellence which

marks the Dutchmen of New-York, and it seems

worthy of note that in the management of the road

by which we so pleasantly came, and of that of the

Central, across the river, oui* two Societies are

represented—the Dutchmen by Vanderbilt and the

11
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Huguenots by Depew. With renewed thanks and

regrets, Yom-s truly,

"John Jay."

The President of the Society of the Cincinnati

wi'ote as follows

:

"Me. Geo. W. Van Siclen,

" Secretary of Tlie Holland Society :

"Dear Sir : I am very sorry to be obliged to

decline the invitation of The Holland Society to

accompany them on a trip to Kingston, on Tuesday,

14th instant. For more than a fortnight I have been

confined to my house, moving about my room with

gi'eat difficulty, and am without the sUghtest prob-

ability of being able to leave home even for a very

short time or distance by next week. With cordial

thanks for the courteous invitation which you have

been pleased to extend to me,
" Yours sincerely,

"Hamilton Fish."

The following letter was received from the Secre-

tary of State of the United States, who is a member

of The HoUand Society

:

Washington, D. C, Sept. 10, 1886.

"Dear Mr. Secretary: I am greatly obliged for

the invitation to become the guest of the Society on
the 14th instant, at Kingston—which promises to all

concerned a great enjoyment. As my duties stand,

however, I do not feel warranted in leaving Wash-
ington just now, and must, therefore, forego the

pleasm-e tendered me.

"Youi's truly,

"Thos. F. Bayaed."
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The following letter was received from Hon. B. H.

Field, President of the New-York Historical Society:

" September 11, 1886.

" Mr. Geo. W. Van Siclen,

" Secretary, etc.

''''Dear Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the

receipt of the very polite invitation of The Holland

Society of New-York to accompany it, as its guest,

representing the New-York Historical Society, on a

trip to Kingston, N. Y., on Tuesday, Sept. 14, 1886.

" I deeply regi'et my inability to be present on that

occasion. As President of the Historical Society,

and in response to be present as its representative, I

beg to extend its best wishes for the continued

success and prosperity of The Holland Society of

New-York, in prosecuting its noble work of cherish-

ing the memory of the forefathers of the State, and
perpetuating the example of theii" many \Ti-tues.

"Benj. H. Field,

"President."

Letters of regi-et at their inability to attend were

also received from Mr. Cornelius Vanderbilt, Presi-

dent of the St. Nicholas Society of New-York ; Mr.

R. J. Cortis, Pi-esideut of St. George's Society, and

Hon. Augustus Schoonmaker, who was absent at the

White Sulphur Springs, West Vii'ginia.

James M. Brown, President of the Chamber of

Commerce, State of New-York, sent the following

:

" September 9, 1886.

" Geo. W. Van Siclen, Esq.,

" Secretary.

"Dear Sir: I am in receipt of yom- letter of the

7th instant, inviting me to accompany The Holland



84

Society of New-York as its guest on a trip to Kings-

ton, on Tuesday, the 14th instant. I regret that

business engagements, which cannot be deferred,

will prevent my leaving the city at that time. Be
pleased to express to Judge Van Vorst, youi- Presi-

dent, and to the members of the Society, my appre-

ciation of the com'tesy, and state the reasons which

prevent the acceptance of the invitation.

" Yom-s truly,

"James M. Bkown."

T. W. Brunn, President of the German Society of

the City of New-York, wi'ote :

" New-Yoke, Sept. 12, 1886.

" Geo. W. Van Siclen, Esq.,

" Secretary of The Holland Society.

''^Mij Bear Sir: I beg to acknowledge receipt of

youi" kind invitation to the President of the German
Society of the City of New-York, to accompany yoiu-

Society on a trip to Kingston, New-York, on the 14th

instant. In reply, I regi'et exceedingly to be unable

to attend, but it gives me much pleasure to avail of

this opportunity to express to you, in the name of

the Society which I represent, my best wishes for

the prosperity of The Holland Society. Both Ger-

mans and Hollanders, as early settlers in this

country, have always had common interests here,

thus continuing in the New "World the mutuality of

interests which, on the Continent, binds Holland

and Germany as the gateway to the Rhine and
Western Germany. Allow me to present to yom*
Society the English centennial reports of the Ger-

man Society, also, a centennial pubhcation of same
in the new home, which gives a history of German
settlements in the United States and also a history
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of the German Society, amoug whose members we
had the honor to count many well-known names of

early Dutch settlers.

" Yours sincerely,

" T. W. Brunn."

The following telegi'am was also received from

JMi'. Cornehus Vanderbilt

:

" New-Yoke, September 11, 1886.

" Hon. a. T. Cleaewateb : Your letter received

to-day. I regret extremely imiiortant engagements

in New-York on the 14th, made just previous to receipt

of invitation, will prevent me from joining The Hol-

land Society in their excui'sion to Kingston.

"Cornelius VANDEEBrLT."

The following letter was also received from Hon.

Charles P. Daly, President of the New-York Geo-

gi'aphical Society

:

" New-York, September 13, 1886.

"Dertr Sir: Owing to my absence from the city,

I did not get yom* in\'itation mitil Satmxlay, and
have come to town to-day upon a professional

engagement, which will extend over several days,

and so put it out of my power to avaU myself of the

invitation you have so kindly extended to me. I

have rarely received an in\"itation which I regretted

so much my inability to accept. The excui'sion

woiild have been to me a very attractive one, alike

from the natiu'al beauty of the sceneiy thi'ough

which you are to pass, and its associations upon such

an occasion. It would also have afforded me gi'eat

pleasm-e to have replied to the toast assigned me and
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have shown how much the world owes to the geog-

raphers and cartographers of Holland.
" Very truly youi's,

" Chakles p. Dal¥.

" Geo. W. Van Siclen, Esq.,
'' Secretary of Tlw Holland Society of New-York."

President Van Vorst then responded to the toast,

" The Holland Society of New-York," saying, among

other things, ""What the HoUand Society can accom-

plish was evinced this evening. Since my connec-

tion with the Society, I have been brought into

communication with the gentleman who occupies

the supreme position in the Consulate of the Neth-

ei'lands, in the city of New-York, who is himself a

Dutchman, and who, fi'om the moment the organiza-

tion of the Society was contemplated, has taken an

interest in it, fm-thered its advancement, and taken

pains to send to the other side, to our fiieuds in

HoUand, some account of its organization and its

pui-jjose ; and has brought our Society prominently

before the institutions of HoUand which deserve

to be considered by us." Judge Van Vorst spoke

of the kindness and hospitaUty with which he

[the speaker] was received in Albany, at the Bi-Cen-

tennial celebration, and he was glad to observe that

there was present a large delegation of the members

of the Society who resided in Albany. There he met

Dr. Coster, who had been commissioned by the city

of Amsterdam and the Hague to represent the Dutch

cities at that celebration. Dr. Coster came bearing

in his hands gifts of gi'eat value, evidencing the

interest which the cities of the Old World which

he represented took in the institutions in this
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country, presenting a very valuable poi-tfolio of

engi-avings, representing nearly all the distinguished

men whose names adorned the pages of Dutch his-

tory ; also volumes of rai-e and scarce books.

President Van Vorst then introduced Mi-. John E.

Planten, Consul-General of the Netherlands. Mi*.

Planten addressed the members of the Society, say-

ing that he felt very proud in having been able to

assist in some little way the pm-poses set forth in the

formation of the Society, gi\^ng praise to the Secre-

tary for putting the records in an acceptable form for

preservation, which, when sent abroad, called forth

that spontaneous response alluded to. Eefening to

the pui'chase made by the Dutchmen of Kingston

fi'om the Indians, he said: "Besides the ban-el of

gin, there was one blanket, a shii-t, a piece of bread,

and enough wool to make a pan- of stockings, show-

ing the Dutch not only gave the ban-el of gin, which,

probably, was the amount demanded, but gave other

articles in the way of good measui-e. I hope that the

next meeting will be as pleasant as the one we have

had to-night."

In concluding his remarks. Mi-. Planten presented

to the Society an interesting pamphlet, a printed

copy of a poem in Dutch, " The Frisians Eejoicing,

expressed in song by J. Bus Brouwer. Dedicated to

the students of the Franeker University, when, gen-

erously supported by Franeker's citizens, they cele-

brated, displaying fii-eworks, Holland's recognition of

American Independence, on June 17, 1782."

The President then, in happy terms, alluded to the

Secretary of The Holland Society, saying that the

members of the Society knew his worth, and that

the President could bear witness to the earnestness
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aud zeal, intelligence and fidelity, the Secretary had

exercised in regard to putting into motion the neces-

sary means to insiu-e the success of the Society. In

conclusion he said: " I trust you will all join me in

a toast to the health of G-eorge West Van Siclen."

The toast was di'unk standing, and Mr. Van Siclen

responded as follows

:
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3Ir. President and Gentlemen:

TACITUS says that north-east of the mouths of

the Rhine, in a country of woods and sand-

dunes, there lived a people whom the Romans could

not conquer.

From that people you are all descended.

Wlien I looked at New-York City, founded by om-

ancestors, now flooded by thousands of Italians,

Poles, Englishmen, Frenchmen, Irishmen, and I

conceived the idea of this Dutch Society, I felt like

one of those old Batavians, who, stepping forth alone

from the forest, and seeing before him the hosts of

Gaiils, Scythians, Lusitanians, and of the various

nationalities arrayed imder the Roman eagles, clashed

his spear against his shield,— when from every side,

clashing their spears against then' shields, forth came

his kinsmen, and he found himself suiTounded, as I

am, by strong friends.

The toast of "Dutch Women" was responded to

by Hon. Aaron J. Vanderpoel, of Kinderhook, one of

the vice-presidents of The Holland Society, as fol-

lows:

12
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HON. AAEON J. VANDERPOEL.

THE toast to which I am called upon to respond

must, in view of the exclusive provisions of

our by-laws as to membership, strike the fair sex as

rather out of place. We have taken especial care to ex-

clude them, and no matter how pure may be the Dutch

blood in the veins of the mother, he who presents

himself for membership in this honorable Society

tinds his credentials only in being the direct descend-

ant of a New Amsterdam father. His New Amster-

dam mother was only allowed to marry a Dutchman.

How different it is with the men ! Is it not another

illustration of the truth of the oft-repeated assertion

that so long as the making of the laws is intrusted

solely to the men, women will be cm-tailed of most

valuable rights! A man may marry a Yankee,

an Irish, French, Italian, or Russian woman, or

a woman of any other nationality, as many

times as he, in pui-suing his matrimonial hunts,

90
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can find any one who will liave him ; all his good

boys to the latest generation are made welcome.

I never have been able to fully appreciate this

exclusiveness. After God had created man, the

great work was not finished until he had given to

Adam Eve, to be bone of his bone and flesh of his

flesh ; to be his equal in aU things ; to bear with him

his joys and sorrows ; to rejoice in his success, and

endnre with him his misfortunes. And when the

New-England Pi-imer couplet taught us, in the days

of om* childhood,

—

"In Adam's faU

We siimed all,"

applying as it did to New-England mothers as weU

as to Dutch mothers. Eve was omitted because the

poet could not work out the only proper rhyme,

according to his poetical capacity.

Whatever may be said of the women of other

nationalities, the Dutch women have always been

found equal in intelligence, in \Ti"tue, in corn-age,

and in industry to the men. We have read in the

pages of Motley, and in other histories, of the gi'eat

achievements of the Hollanders in war, in peace,

and in diplomacy. Their trials and stiniggles have

been almost beyond belief. Erasmus excited aston-

ishment when he wi'ote :
" I know a people who

Uve on tops of trees, like rooks."

Yet it was literally so. No rock-bound coast pro-

tected the ocean front of Holland from the waves of

the tui'bulent North Sea. The home was often below

the ocean level. It presents, by the grace of God, the

greatest exhibition of human skill in battling with the

forces of natm-e found in the history of the human
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i"ace. Other countries and other people present lis

instances of individual works of genius and skill and

energy in repelling the attacks of the sea, but Hol-

land shows us an almost entire coast-line, founded

and worked out by well-directed physical labor. Did

not the Dutch women have a hand in aU this gi'eat

work ? Did they not, while founding a nation, and

securing for it a country, contribute theii' half to the

work ? Was it ever said that in theii" sphere anything

was lacking which woidd give and assui-e success to

the great work ? Do we not look to the mothers of the

land when we wish to study the history of a man or

of a people ? Do they not give, not merely the talent

but the molding of character to the youth and

to the people, who are to give by thek genius and

works great results? Study the lives of Washington,

Napoleon, DeWitt, and a thousand other heroes.

During the long struggles of the Netherlands with

Charles V. and PhUip II. history is full of the stories

of the brave women and then- gi'eat works in repel-

ling invaders and in molding the republic. Wlien

that church was founded in which most of us, mem-

bers of this Society, were born and reared, woman's

influence and woman's work were in active sympathy.

What sufferings and privations they imderwent ! You
never heard of the Dutch women spending aU night

at the taverns guzzling Hollands. After the great

battle in which Van Tromp and DePeyster defeated

the English and French, they paid the glorious tribute

to Dutch women by nailing a broom to the mast-

head, and not a sword or gun.

We may say truly of oui" Dutch women that whUe

they were smaU in goods, they were gi-eat in courage,

gi-eatin self-denial, gi-eat in aU Christian vii-tues; and
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whether the country needed moral defense in internal

affairs, or physical defense against outward forces of

natm*e, or foreign foes in arms, the Dutch woman was

true to her duty and to her work.

She utilized to the best advantage for her country,

her people, and posterity the talents which the kind

Providence had committed to her keeping.

Gratitude and loving respect to Dutch women
should be inscribed on the banner of oui- Society.

Brevet Major-General Stewart van Vliet, U. S. A.,

then spoke for "The Dutch Soldier."



SPEECH

MAJOE-GENEEAL STEWAET VAN VLIET.

Mr. President and Gentlemen of The Holland

Society

:

IT always affords me great pleasui'e to meet Dutch-

men around the festive board, for where they

are you will find good eatiag and di'inking.

There is also another source of pleasui-e, par-

ticularly to a person called on to speak, and one

who, like myseK, is not accustomed to the field of

oratory, and that is, no true Dutchman can see after

foui" o'clock.

An audience in such a condition might mistake

my remarks for the short, crisp sentences of an

Evarts, or the glowing eloquence of our rehabilitated

friend Van Depew.

I am half inclined, IVIr. President, to follow the

example of others, and steer as far away from the
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toast as possible, and would do so were it anything

else than what it is.

The Dutch soldier, a name which has gone

through the civilized world as a sjaiouym for indom-

itable braveiy and an undying love of country—the

Dutch soldier may not be braver or bolder than the

soldiers of other civilized nations, for all true soldiers

are trained to obedience, to fight, to look on danger

and death with indifference. We have seen amongst

oui'selves that volimteers coming suddenly from the

walks of private life and subjected to discipline, and

participating in a few hard-fought battles, become

some of the best soldiers in the world. The Dutch

soldier in his heroic defense of his country against

the invasion of the Spanish troops, acknowledged to

be the best in Em'ope, won the admii-ation of the

world. But we must not confine oiu- admiration only

to the Dutch soldier, for the whole people of Holland,

women and children, evinced the same heroic bravery.

It is not necessary to go into detail. I will only refer

to the defense of Leyden when besieged by the flower

of the Spanish anny. History does not point out

where greater bravery and devotion to countiy were

shown—not only by the men, but by the women and

children. In that memorable siege, when provisions

became exhausted, women plunged daggers into their

own hearts to give their bodies as food for the brave

defenders of their city. Mr. President, to simply

refer on this occasion to a tithe of the brave deeds

and acts of the people of Holland would far exceed

the time allowed me, for our Secretary notified me
veiy decidedly that I must sacrifice my reputation as

a speaker in five minutes. I do not think, Mr. Presi-

dent, that it is exactly in good taste to be too serious
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on such a festive occasion as this. Therefore, referring

again to the siege of Leyden, history impels me to

state, that notwithstanding the heroism of its de-

fenders, it was finally saved by cold water. I hope

om* prohibition friends will make a note of this fact.

It is said that the world is indebted to the Dutch for

its civil and rehgious liberty. These are relative

terms. The man who has amassed a fortune out of

a bank or city treasury, by close attention to busi-

ness, win hardly appreciate civil liberty when he has

to go to Canada to spend his money. Nor will

religious liberty be highly extolled by those who are

consigned to an eternity of punishment, even if they

were heathen and never heard of the Revised Edition.

Om- Dutch ancestors did not leave all theii- coixrage

and virtues in Holland when they came to this

country. No doubt you have aU heard of their

terrific assault on the Danish fort on the banks of

the Delaware, and its capture after three days' fight-

ing. You have also heard of the fierce war carried

on against the Northern enemy from New-England,

and I have been told that the waters of the Con-

necticut River ran crimson with the blood of the

perfidious Yankee. The same gentleman who told me

that he saw the discoloration of the waters of the

Connecticut, gave me the origin of the common

expression, " Dutch courage." One day, a Yankee

ha\ing loaded himself up to the muzzle with the

Yankee's favorite beverage, New-England rum, rushed

into the streets shouting, " I fite the Dutch !

" He did

not mean that he wanted to fight a Dutchman, for

he had had enough of that, but he intended to

convey the meaning that he was as brave as a

Dutchman.
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The Dutch are not to be extolled for their bravery-

only; they possess other qualities. Go, Mi*. Presi-

dent, to our police courts, our prisons, om- institutions

of charity, and you will find no Dutchmen among

their inmates. It was the boast of old Dutch writers,

that a Dutchman was never foimd on a scaffold

unless at an auto dafe.

Mr. President, I will occupy no more of the

valuable time of this Society, and wiU conclude by

thanking you all for the attention you have given

me.

The Rev. J. Howard Suydam, D. D., responded to

the toast of " The Rehef of Leyden." He said

:

13



SPEECH

EEV. J. HOWARD SUYDAM, D. D.

UPON my return from a visit abroad I was, upon an

occasion similar to the present, invited to speak

upon the subject of "Ai-t in Europe," and to limit

my remarks to five minutes. The absurdity of the

request almost finds its parallel this evening, as I

am asked to respond to the toast, "The Relief of

Leyden," in a five or ten minute addi'ess. The occa-

sion for presenting this subject for remark at this

time arises from the fact that, on October 3d next,

the citizens of that venerable historic city of Ley-

den will celebrate the three himdi'ed and eleventh

anniversary of its reUef, and its deliverance from

its powerfid and persistent foes ; in connection

with another fact, especially gratifying, that this

Society, acting upon a happy suggestion, has for-

warded a pui'se of gold to the authorities of that city

to aid in the proper celebration of the event. It may
seem somewhat strange that we, three thousand five

98
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hundred miles distant in space, and removed by the

immigration of oiu- fathers to this land by more than

two hundi-ed years of time, should stiU take such a

deep interest in that little old home across the sea.

There is, I think, the trace of a disposition to ances-

tral homage in all of us, though we may not, Uke the

Chinese, make it a form of worship. When I visited

Holland, I felt quite at home there, although I could

not speak the language. As the farmers took their

places on the long benches outside the country

taverns, I saw reproduced what I had been accus-

tomed to see in the western towns of Long Island,

and I coidd name over many of my old neighbors in

New-Lots, Flatbush, Gravesend, etc., whose general

contour was constantly before me in the neighbor-

hood of Amsterdam, Zaandam, and Haarlem. In the

subject before us, there is sentiment added to hered-

ity,— sentiment which includes moral principle,

physical courage, heroic endurance, mingled with the

loftiest patriotism and the deepest sense of religious

obligation, so that we, Americans, descendants from

Holland, standing in the old original thu'teen States,

with the settlers of Jamestown, in this respect next

to the aboriginal Indian, may claim, even at thisremote

time, a proprietary possession in the HoUand of the

past, somewhat similar to om* possession of a right to

these United States. Each of us can say, " Both are

mine"; which reminds me of the stoiy that is told, that

near Baltimore there is a cemetery, in which are three

gi'avestones, standing in a row, erected by a man,

yet living, who has had and lost two wives. His own

stands between the others. On one is carved a hand,

with a finger pointing to the empty place between,

and beneath is inscribed the one word, " Mine." On
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the other is a similar carving and the inscription,

" Mine, too," while on the stone at the head of the

space of the expected occupant, there are two hands

crossed, pointing in either direction, and underneath

it is the inscription, " Both are mine."

So we can, each member of this Society, say of

America and of Holland to-night. Both are mine.

The Siege of Leyden was one of the most striking

events in histoiy, if we take into consideration the

sufferings of the people, then* persistent refusal to

accept the pardon of the nominal King of the Prov-

inces, and the mode of theii* relief. The consequences

proved that it was one of the pivotal points in the

course of political liberty, and of the cause of religion

in pm"e and untrammeled fonn. William of Orange

wrote to thebesieged that theymusthold out until relief

should come, " since not only the liberties of Holland

and the cause of rehgion were dependent upon it, but

the issues would be felt by unborn generations." The

relief secured the liberties of Holland, and granted to

its inhabitants freedom to worship God ; and we, in

this larger, pm-er republic, are enjoying the issues

of that memorable event. Of com*se, I have not the

time to present to youi* minds, so that you may recall

the pictm-e of the time and the circumstances. Yet,

we may do well to remember that there were, in

reaUty, two sieges of Leyden, each of about six

months' dm-ation. The iii'st was raised that Valdez,

who was in command of the Spanish forces there,

might go to the assistance of Avila, who had gone

oiit to meet Louis of Nassau, who was entering Hol-

land with a small army of German mercenaries, for

the pui'pose of reenforcing his brother WiUiam.

Avila did meet him, and so utterly defeated him that
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neither hisremains nor the remains of those associated

with him could be identified. Valdez returned, and

began the second siege of Leyden in May, and this

was raisedby the cooperation of the soldiers of WiUiam,

the sailors of Admiral Boisot, and the providence of

God in making the winds and the sea their effective

allies. The besieged were told to remain steadfast

for two months, and that then help would surely

come. The time passed and no relief came. Another

month passed— still no relief. Occasionally a carrier-

dove would convey to those within the walls a mes-

sage, ru'ging them to stand fii-m, that relief was surely

coming. The besieged were reduced to great straits.

The meat was consumed; so, too, were the leaves off

the trees ; the flour was almost gone ; dogs, cats, and

vermin fui'nished food, as long as they could be

secui-ed, and, to complete their misery, a plague

broke out and destroyed a thousand of the inhab-

itants. They were implored by Valdez to accept a

pardon. The condition was that they should return

to the arms of the Mother Chm'ch. They spurned

the offer, and hung over the walls the inscription :

Fistula dulce canity volucrem cum decipit auceps.

At times a few were disposed to despau'. Once they

dropped a dead body on the steps of the Burgomas-

ter's house, as a suggestive hint. But old Van Der

Werf met the people in the little square and said:

" No, I wiU not sm-render. It will be worse than death.

There, take this body and feed off of my flesh. To this

you are welcome, but you must not expect me to sur-

render Leyden to the Spaniards." At length the relief

came. What the Campbell Highlanders were to

Lucknow, what the veterans of the Potomac were
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to the battle of Gettysbui'g, Admiral Boisot and his

Water-Beggars were to starving Leyden. The city

was built upon groivud recovered from the sea. The

laud lying between the city and the ocean had all

been reclaimed. Deliberately, and with the consent

of the owners, the sea was let in through the dykes, to

fm-nish a waterway for boats to the city walls, seven

miles distant. Bonds were issued to meet the expense.

Ladies gave freely of their plate and their jewelry.

On the 3d of August, the dykes were cut in six-

teen places. Then two months more of siege ! What
suffering there was ! There was an old tower,

called the Tower of Hengist, in the city, to which the

people repaii'ed every day to watch if yet the waters

were coming, and what progress they were making.

The Spaniards cried tauntingly to those on the walls,

"Gro up to your tower, ye beggars, and teU us if ye

can see the ocean coming over the dry land to your

relief." But it did come. Redoubt after redoubt was

taken by those daredevil sailors of Boisot and the

two thousand five hundi-ed soldiers who accompanied

them. Fierce battles were fought, and accompanied by

fiendish ferocity. A story is told that a man opened a

Spaniard's breast, took out his heart, bit it, and then

threw it to a dog, exclaiming, " Ah ! it is too bitter."

At length a gi-eat wind arose, and blew a gale for two

days, from the north-west; the water became of suffi-

cient depth to float the vessels nearly to the gates of

the city. A tower and a portion of the wall fell, as by

accident, or by the command of God. It produced

a panic in the city, and also ia the last fortress held

by Valdez. The Spanish general and his army

thought it priident to retu-e, and they stole away in

the night. Deliverance had come. Then the people,
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with the soldiers and sailors, marched in procession

to the gi-eat chiu'ch, and, first of all, rendered thanks

to God. William came from his sick-bed, at Rotter-

dam, and was gi'eeted as the people's savior. This

was on October 3, 1575. As a manifesto of further

gi'atitude, the people of Holland and Zealand resolved

to foimd a University. It was done forthwith. It

became famous, so that for a time Leyden was called

the Athens of the "West. Many eminent scholars are

counted among its professors, such as Grotius, Boer-

have, Ai-minius, and Gomarus. English gentlemen re-

sorted here to complete their education, ofwhom I may
mention Fielding and Goldsmith as excellent repre-

sentatives. Theology had here a field of contest, and

one cannot think of the gi'eat Methodist Church of

to-day without associating it in doctrine with the

name of the great Arminius of Leyden, although he

was not strictly the father of the peculiar views

which bear his name. Nor can we think of the

equally gi'eat Reformed Chm'ch, in Em*ope and in

America, without recalling this same University of

Leyden, and look upon Gomarus as the powerful

advocate of the Augustinian or Calvinistie theologj^.

But times have changed. If there shoiild to-day

be a reconstruction of creeds, it would be impossible

to frame their articles with the bony exactness of

those of the Synod of Dort, or of the Belgic con-

fession of faith. Though the truth might be well

articulated, yet the joints would be well covered,

as in the Heidelberg Catechism, with the soft, pink

flesh of true Chi-istian charity. And we cannot think

of Leyden, without at the same time connecting

with it one of the most marvelous developments

of science in modern times. It was Cm-rans who
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discovered or invented the Leyden jar. Aftei-ward

came the Enghshman Gilbert with his electrical

experiments. Then Volta with his battery. Then

Franklin with his theories and practical applications.

Then Morse with the telegraph. Then Edison the

wizard. On one occasion Dr. Franklin said that he

understood that flies preserved in wine would revive

again after an indefinite period. A bottle of wine was

forwarded to him from Virginia, containing three

flies. With these he tried the experiment, and, it is

said, two of the three came to life. Whereupon the

old philosopher said that he would like to be pre-

served in a barrel of alcohol for a hundred years, and

then come out and look around and see what prog-

ress had been made. What he would have seen in

the Une of electricity, traced back to himself, and,

on one of its lines at least, also to Leyden,— electric-

ity as a motive power, as a vehicle of thought over

continents, and under the ocean making a girdle

around the world, as a pathway for language by the

human voice, as an illuminator, converting night into

day, and, with the physician, also used to explore the

interior anatomy of the human frame ! Nor can we

think of Leyden without associating it with that noble

band of Pilgrims, who there sought a place of refuge,

before they made their departure to the rocky shores

of New England, that they might have freedom to

worship God. Beneath its cathedral to-day lie the

bones of John Robinson. The Relief of Leyden

stands for human rights, and as such we see there

some of the power which has operated to break down

oppression everywhere, to lower the barriers of caste,

and to make a man, because he is a man, to insist

upon his God-given privileges. It also stands as the
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representative of a successful protest against all

MerarcMcal usurpation. It led the way for the sup-

pression of the Inquisition. In what it signified may
be found the principles of our own government. It

had to do with the French Revolution. It has to do

to-day with Bulgaria and strugghng Ireland. The

French people have embodied the idea in that mag-

nificent gift of the colossal statue in the harbor of

New-York, which they have named " Liberty Enlight-

ening the World." As that majestic form, the head

eneu'cled with bui-ning stars, and an outstretched

arm lifting aloft a torch fired by the lightning, indi-

cates to the myi'iads of immigi-ants entering oui*

harbor, opportunity, prosperity, freedom,— civil and

rehgious, such as dwelt only in the imagination in

theu' old homes of caste and poverty,—so may we

trace aU this meaning in the Relief of Leyden, on

October 3, 1575. Permit me, Mr. President and gen-

tlemen, to close my remarks by offering the follow-

ing resolution:

Resolved, That The Holland Society of New-York,
in session at Hotel Kaaterskill, September 14, 1886,

send greeting to the citizens of Leyden, and express

theii" hearty apjireciation of the perpetuation of the

memory of the gi-eat event, whereby, in the language

of the illustrious William of Orange, the liberties of

Holland and of unborn generations were secui'ed.

The resolution was canied unanimously, and by a

rising vote.

The chairman then inti'oduced KUiaen Van Rens-

selaer as the representative of the St. Nicholas Soci-

ety of New-York. Mr. Van Rensselaer said there was

14
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no disguising the fact that the St. Nicholas Society-

was the oldest in America, as it celebrated its fiftieth

anniversary a few months ago. He referred, in an

amusing way, to the number of Vans present, and

wittUy answered the remarks of several members.

The President introduced Jacob F. Miller, President

of the Martin Luther Society. Mr. MiUer spoke at

length of Luther, what he had accomplished, saying

at the close :
" The Grermans and the Dutch, with their

persistence, with their unwillingness to submit to

anything that is contrary to their belief in what is

right, and prosecuting it to the end, had made free

government possible. Let us foUow theu- example

with theu- free churches and free schools, and

America is safe."

The President introduced Charles F. Wingate, who

spoke for the Twilight Club. He said the Twilight

Club was a young club, being only four years old,

but it had had one hundred and seven dinners. It has

five hundi'ed members. It was devoted fii'st and last

to the gospel of relaxation, and its members highly

appreciated all such gatherings as this, which has

been so successful throughout.

Horace Barnard spoke for the Society of the Sons

of the Eevolution, and Mr. Eees for the St. David's

Society.

The speeches were interspersed throughout with

songs by a quartet, brought from New-York by Mr.

Coykendall. The singers were as follows

:

First Tenor, Alfred WnjEJE.

Second Tenor, Julian Jordan.

First Basso, J. D. Shaw.

Second Basso, W. W. Parker.

Director, W. E. Taylor.





DRINKLIED.
(harinclied)

Note. As the siill Dutch Herring

provokes thirst, tlie Herring song

is often followed hy a

DRINKING SONG.

Tenor or Bits.s

Sofo

Piano

\

i
Allegro Moderato

Old Dutch tune.

Wf^

^ 33
'y-

H^'^ \

?E^FHT3J^fl^ ^

i ^ i
1, My ti>i4'n<lsr<>nie \v\ us

1. Kom vrien den neem een

'4. Man is a jol • ly

2. Man is tut vro lij'k

^m n jM
0-r -t ^



ill-ink a • j;-ain,This li. quid from the n»<- • tar vine, Fm-

un • der glaSjVaWt god -de- lij kf driii . ven -sap. Want

an • i mal, Fop he !:> busi« tit' land and sea, /\nd

heid ge neigd, JFanl hij is baas van land en zee, lli'j

m B
** *ti* *^ ^ ^i i t i

m Ha^t£^'J>i
'JĴ
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These gentlemen rendered the following selections,

among others

:

Glee—" Mynheer Van Donk ".......... Bishop.

Quartette—"Two Roses" Werner.

Duet—"I Peseatori" Gabussi.

Messrs. Jordan and Parker.

Quartette—" Hail, Smiling Morn "

Song—"Two Grenadiers" Schumann.

W. W. Parker.

Song—"Let Me Like a Soldier Fall" Wallace.

Alfred Wilkie.

Quartette—" Health to the Fairest " Zollner.

At the proper time The HoUaud Society itself

rendered with unction its " Drinklied."

In accordance with the programme, the company

broke up at three a. m. The \T.ew from the hotel

piazza at that hour, in the light of a full moon, was

so enchantingly beautiful that it would be wrong to

omit mention of it here. It was thoroughly enjoyed

by the members of the Society.

At 5.30 the following morning (No ! the same

morning), a special train, provided by Mr. Coyken-

daU, brought down to Kingston, and so to New-

York, those gentlemen who were unable to stay

longer. Later an excellent breakfast was served to

the Society, and a special train, chartered by Mr.

CoykendaU, brought the members to Kingston, where

another special train was unexpectedly found waiting

to bring them to New-York City.

Thus closed one of the most successful excm-sions

ever planned or carried out.
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Among the gentlemen present were the following

additional guests, not members of the Society

:

Horace Barnard, representing the Sons of the Revolu-

tion.

Evi De Witt, New MiKord, Pa.

Judge Charles Donohue, Supreme Coiirt, New-York.

Berthold Fernow, N. Y. State Library, Albany.

Judge Ernest Hall, City Court of New-York.

Rev. a. U. Huizinga, D. D.

John Jay, President of the Huguenot Society of America.

LiEUT.-CoL. Walter Macfarland, U. S. A.

Jacob F. MmLER, President of the Martin Luther Society.

S. N. D. North, Albany.

Sidney F. Rawson, New-York.

Howell C. Rees, Secretary of St. David's Society.

Charles L. Rickerson, New-York.

Horace Russell, President of the New-England Society.

Gen. Geo. H. Sharpe, Kingston, N, Y.

Geo. M. Snyder, New-York.

Alex. J. Thomson, Schenectady.

Chas. F. Wingate, Secretary of the Twilight Club, N. Y.

The matter of a suitable badge for the Society has

been under consideration by the Tnistees for some

time. It was determined to adopt what was known

as the Beggars' Badge, the one adopted by the Dutch

who rebelled against Philip of Spain in a. d. 1556, and

which was worn by WiUiam of Orange at the time of

his assassination.

The particular fonn, material, and details of this

have been referred to a committee, consisting of the

Rev. Dr. Henry J. van Dyke, Jr., and Messrs. Wm.
M. Hoes, and Henry S. van Duzer. Plaster casts

of varieties of this ancient medal, preserved in the
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Museum of Antiquities at Amsterdam, Holland,

have been made by Dr. T. H. Blom Coster, of that

city, and kindly presented by him to the Society.

Learning through Mi". John E. Planten, Consul-

General of the Netherlands, of the desire of The

Holland Society to obtain an old geuzenpenning, the

Zeeuwseh Geenootschap der Wetenschappen te Mid-

delbm-g, Zeeland, Holland, through Mr. W. Polman

Kruseman, their Secretary, have most kindly pre-

sented us a copy in silver of the crescent of the Sea

Beggars, and also two electro-galvanic plated fac-

similes of the Beggars' Badge.

The Society has also been the recipient of the

generous gift from Mr. F. Nagtglas, Secretary of the

Antiquarian Society, Utrecht, Holland, of an ancient

silver medal, that badge of the Zeeland sailors, or

Beggars of the Sea, which illustrates the intensity of

the antagonism at that time prevailing, the motto on

one side being, " Liever Turcx dan Pans,"—that is,

"Eather Tm-k than Papist"; and on the reverse,

"En despit de la mes,"— "In spite of the mass."

The sincerity of this motto was evidently still fm-ther

enforced by the shape of the badge, that of the

Turkish crescent.

The following description is translated by the Secre-

tary from Gerard van Loon's " History of the Medals
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and Coins of the Netherlands," pubUshed at the Hague

in 1732

:

" The misfortunes with which the Spanish general

had menaced Utrecht soon fell upon the inhabitants

of Leyden. Coming by way of Utrecht and Haarlem,

he arrived. May 26, 1574, before Leyden, with between

seven and eight thousand soldiers. AU the garrison

the city could muster for its defense consisted of a

few freebooters by profession and a few volunteers

raised among the citizens, and commanded by Colonel

Jan van der Does, Lord of Nordwyck. The command
was offered to this gentleman after the death of AUard,

who had been killed while reconnoitering the enemy
at the beginning of the siege.

" The place was poorly supplied with provisions

and with all that is necessary to make a long resist-

ance. No one had expected the return of the Span-

iards, and all the citizens, delighted with their fii-st

deliverance, had neglected to take better care for the

future against a dearth which had already thrown

them into gi-eat misery. To remedy this sad indo-

lence, the magistrates of Leyden, after the siege had

lasted a month, examined into the quantity of pro-

visions in the city, but found there only two hundred

and twenty tons of wheat to serve for the nourishment

of four thousand persons. To make this small supply

last as long as possible, it was resolved that they would

give daUy to those who bore arms a pound of bread,

and half a pound to the other inhabitants.

" The lOth of July they determined to imitate the

measures which had been followed dtu'ing the first

siege, and to have struck off, under the supervision

of the same directors, coins to meet the present ex-

igency, of the value of twenty-eight and fourteen

stuyvers, and also small change of copper of the value

of a haE-stuyver. The larger of these coins had on

its face the Lion of Holland, holding in one paw

an unsheathed sword and in the other the shield of



Ill

Leyden, with the motto, ' Haec libertatis ergo. 1574

'

(' Liberty is the cause of this') ; and on the reverse,

'Gott behoede Leyden' ('God save Leyden'). An-
other coin of the same size had this different motto

on the face, ' Pugno pro patria ' (' I fight for my
country

') ; and on the reverse, ' Nummus obses. urb.

Liigdim. sub gub. ill. prin. aura, cus.' (' Piece of

money of the city of Leyden dm-ing the siege struck

under the government of the most illustrious prince

of Orange'). The smallest coins had for motto,
' Heere ontfermt Holland, ende salicht Leyden' ('God

have pity on HoUand, and save Leyden').
" While those within were taking all these pre-

cautions, the besiegers worked without cessation to

shut off all entrance to the city. Soon there could be

counted sixty forts, shutting it in in aU du'ections,

and cutting oft' absolutely all food from the besieged.

To press them still more, the enemy sought to prevent

their enjoyment of several kitchen-gardens which

were near the ramparts. With this in view, they

raised two forts on the paved road of Rynebom'g,

which augmented the misery of the inhabitants to

such a point that, animated by despair, they made
vigorous sorties to captm'e these two works. They
carried them, and reentered the city with the booty

which they had taken and with the small quantity of

grain which they had carried off from the neighboring

farms.

" This little success served more to increase the

courage of the besieged than to supply their pressing

needs. Soon all the grain was consumed, and to pro-

long their sad life, the citizens had no other resom*ces

than cabbages, carrots, and a few other vegetables,

and a small quantity of meat.
" At the commencement of the siege, there were in

the city, besides beasts of bui'den, more than a thou-

sand horned cattle. Some were killed every day, and

there were distributed by lot, every foui" days, a few

pounds to each person, for a fixed price.
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" Besides this famine, and the maladies of which it

was the source, those in the city had also to combat
the stratagems of Baldez, who, by coaxing letters,

endeavored to persuade them to submit to the king,

whose clemency he depicted to them in the livehest

colors. He coimseled them in the most insinuating

manner to rather have recourse to the bounty of a

prince from whom they might expect benefits of aU

kinds than to deliver themselves to a wi'etched obsti-

nacy, nourished by the hope of an impossible dehver-

ance, and thus to precipitate certain death.

" These letters had such an effect on several persons

who suffered from the famine that they m*ged the mag-
istrates to accept such equitable offers. The 27th of

August several freebooters, who composed part of the

garrison, had the insolence to go to the city hall and

demand food or their discharge. They obtained the

latter, as it was impossible to give them anything to

live on; and the fire of sedition, until this time hidden,

so to speak, imder ashes, commenced to bui-n with

violence. Fifteen citizens, among others, presented

themselves before the magistrates, and speaking, so

they said, in the name of thi-ee hundi'ed others,

insisted, in rude terms, upon having something to

nom-ish them.
" These persons, rendered desperate by theii" ter-

rible situation, were nevertheless appeased by the

noble firmness of the magistrates, who, giving them
good words, also traced terrible but faitliful portraits

of the cruelty of the Spaniards. This heroic con-

stancy shone in such thorny conjunctm-es in all those

who governed the city, but most brilliantly in the

bm-gomaster, Peter van der Werf.
" When he also was lu-ged by some of the citizens

to treat with the Spaniards, he made this magnani-

mous answer :
' I have made a vow, my dear fellow-

citizens, which I hope to keep inviolate, trusting in

God, the Author of all good gifts. I know that some
day I shall certainly die, but that the choice of the
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kind of death is not in my power. If I must die, it is

nothing to me whether it be by your hands or by
those of the enemy. Will my taking off perhaps be

of some use to you? Very weU, here is my body.

You are masters of it. Cut it in pieces, if you wish,

distribute it among yourselves, and nourish yom--

selves with it as far as possible.'

" This speech, full of paternal tenderness for the

people, of firmness, proof against all attacks, of Chris-

tian patience, so struck these complaining citizens

that they retii-ed in confusion, shame wiitten on their

faces. This splendid utterance has rendered this

magistrate more famous and has contributed more to

immortalize his glory than the medals which were

struck in his honor. One of the latter bore on its

face the bust of the burgomaster, with the legend,

' Petrus Ach'iani Werfius natus Leidae 1529, obiit

1604 ' (' Peter van der Werf, son of Adiian, born at

Leyden 1529, died 1604 '), and on the reverse an in-

scription of which the following is a translation:

' This is van der Werf, that hero of Leyden, whose
invincible patience turned Spanish tyi'anny away
from the ramparts of his country. When courage

was attacked by pestilence and famine, and the mu-
tinous people refused further delay, he offered his

own flesh and blood to appease them.'

" Conduct so full of self-sacrifice and intrepidity

gave new life to the citizens overwhelmed by misery.

On his side, the Prince of Orange contributed gi-eatly

to reanimate the downcast hearts of his counti-ymen.

Instructed from time to time by letters from the

magistrates as to the extremity to which the city was
reduced, he took pains to console them, to praise

then- finnness, to exhort them to perseverance, to

recommend to them patience. He did not stop at

words : he thought of means to raise the siege, and

represented strongly the danger which menaced the

city to the Estates of HoUand ; who, seeing aU other

methods useless, on July 24 took the resolution to

15
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siuTender to the waves the lowlands of their province.

At the beginning of August they made in sixteen

places large breaches in the dyke of Yssel; also in

the dykes of the Meuse, between Rotterdam and
Delfthaven ; they opened also the locks in these last

two places, as well as in Schiedam and in Westland.

"Thus they opened the country to the waves of the

sea in order to di-ive out the Spaniards, and they

resolved, at an expense of six or seven hundred thou-

sand florins in broken dykes, ruined country-houses,

and fields rendered useless, to save all Holland in

saving the city of Leyden.
" Soon the water rose twelve hands high above the

levee which separates Rhinland from the territory of

DeKt, which set everything in motion at Delfthaven,

Rotterdam, and Tergau, to bring together arms and
soldiers and to ec|uip galleys, rafts, and boats, to be

used in transporting corn. In the midst of these

occupations there came from Zeeland, in the be-

ginning of September, Admu'al Louis Boisot, with

a fleet of seven vessels and a goodly number of

single and double swivels, not to speak of other

artiUery. Among the troops that he brought were

eight hundred sailors, who, although maimed, most

of them, in other battles, and having but one arm
or one leg, were accustomed to neither give nor

receive quarter. The ferocity which appeared in the

bearing of this fiuious band showed itself also in all

their conduct. A proof of this is seen in the crescent

of silver which is pictured here, and which they wore
in then- hats ; apparently, these crescents have given

place to those of the same metal which Dutch sailors

of to-day attach to their ear-rings. On one side are

these words in Dutch :
' lievee tuecx dan pauscIi '

(' Rather Tiu'k than Papist '). They justified their

adoption of this device by maintaining that the

Tui'ks did not force consciences as did the Pope,

and that they kept their word better than he did.

On the other side was this inscription in French :

' EN DESPiT DE LA MESse ' ('In spitc of the mass').



115

" This ferocious troop was distributed on two hun-

dred flatboats, which were equipped at Delfthaven,

Eotterdam, and elsewhere ; they had swivels and
other pieces of artillery at the prow and at the sides,

and they were propelled by eighteen rowers. Then
it was that they undertook to cut the levees and
dykes, which are found in the interior of the coun-

try, which was not accomphshed without several

hot skii-mishes. The liveUest took place near the

village of Zoetermeer, where the enemy succeeded

in stopping the fleet, which was obliged to seek

another route. It passed onward to Benthuysen,

and entered the little lake of Nordaa, where with

several cannon-shots they notified the besieged of

their approach.

"The latter, however, found themselves in the

most overwhelming misery, and, so to speak, in the

crucible of the harshest trial, groaning under several

inflictions, each of which would suffice to destroy a

whole people. They were war, discord, pestilence,

and famine. We might add a fifth tortru'e—the

adi'oit snares which the enemy continiially offered in

theii' letters to the besieged. Many of the latter had
not tasted bread in seven weeks. For a hogshead of

corn they offered one hundred francs ; they gave for a

pound of butter— if they could find it— fifteen stuy-

vers, four for a pint of milk, two for an egg, one and
a half for an apple or a pear ; for a carrot, a stuyver,

and for a cabbage-stump, twopence. The rich people

ate horseflesh with the same appetite with which they

had formerly eaten mutton, and the young ladies,

forgetting aU thek delicacy, kiUed and ate then* little

dogs. Cats and rats were the game of the common
people ; they swallowed bits of skin, and caiTots

boiled in som- mflk; they made different dishes of

cabbage-stalks, leaves of the pear-tree, and twigs of

the vine—aU boiled with salt and starch. Infants of

the tenderest age were nouiished on the entrails of

horses, and women in child-bed were obliged to be

content with a quarter of a biscuit in twenty-four
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hours. They iiieked up from among refuse the skin

of stale fish, and bones gnawed by the dogs ; they
even dipped up from stinking gutters the curdled

blood of slaiTghtered beasts, and drank it with avidity.

"Death was depicted on every countenance. A
great number of the citizens died on theu- arms or

while biuying their friends. Pestilence at last made
the most cruel ravages, so that dm-ing the siege it

can-ied ofi: nearly six thousand persons.
" While this noble multitude thus struggled with

death, all Holland was at prayer to obtain from God a
greater abundance of water, which could be the only

succor of that city reduced to the last extremity.

Those on the fleet, however, were indefatigable in

seeking for means to help forward the vessels, which
were stopped by the low water. It is true that several

times, in order to get the larger boats over the most
shallow places, the sailors tlu-ew themselves in the

water, not only to diminish the weight of the boats,

but also to raise them on theii" shoulders ; but, it not

being possible to bring aU the fleet to the city by so

exti-aordinary a method, the Spaniards commenced
to ridicule the whole enterprise.

" God, nevertheless, resolved to save that unfortu-

nate city, caused to rise exactly with the highest tide

an impetuous wind from the north-east, which blew
the waves over the land, and wliich, turning finaUy

eight points toward the south, caused them to advance

directly in the line of the fleet. Thus, instead of nine

inches of water, they found more than two feet in

depth over the land, and with the greatest haste went
on with the enterprise. This advantage was seconded

by the loss of an important post, named Kerkweg,

which was seized by the sailors of the Prince, and
this filled with such fright the Spaniards, intrenched

in theu" forts, that they abandoned the latter, think-

ing only how to save their lives. As soon as they

had quitted, among others, theu* strongest fort, which

was near Lamme, Boisot turned with his fleet toward
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the Vliet, oi* the gi'oat canal which is between Delft-

haven and Leyden, and entered the city October 3, at

eight o'clock in the morning.
" His arrival inspu-ed the people with inexpressible

joy, and drove them to the greatest excesses. The
arms and the bodies stretched out to seize the pro-

visions which were thi'own from the boats made an

arch over the whole length of the canal. They pushed
each other into the water, and even threw themselves

there voluntaiily, to be near the boats, which were

full of provisions. The crowded multitude blocked

up the streets, while aU voices united in shouting

cries of joy, which broke on the au* from all du-ec-

tions ; the bells sounded to call to the churches the

people and the magistrates, to redouble and sanctify

their joy in giving thanks to God for so marvelous a

deUverance. The leaders of the relief were honored,

as well by the states of Holland as by the city, with

chains of gold and with medals representing the

history of the siege.

" One of these medals had on its face a represen-

tation of Jerusalem besieged by the army of Senna-

cherib, King of Assyria, with the inscription, ' ut

SANHEKiB A JEKUSAiiEM. 2 KEGUM, 19
' (' Like Sen-

nacherib before Jemsalem. 2 Kings, 19'). This

Assyrian monarch had besieged the city of Jeni-

salem in the fom'teenth year of the reign of

Hezekiah, King of Judah, which was the foiu" thou-

sandth year of the world according to the Julian

period. Proud of the gi-andem* of his army, he had
vapored threats against the people of Israel, and
blasphemed against the living God, as unable to

deliver his city ; but during one night one hundi'ed

and eighty-five thousand of his soldiers were killed

by the angel of God, which obliged him with shame
to raise the siege. To bring this event on a parallel

with the deliverance of Leyden, the reverse of that

medal represented in the distance this latter city,

with the Spaniards abandoning the blockade, driven
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from tlieii" forts by tlie approach of the water and

the fleet of the Prince, and the reverse has the fol-

lowing inscription :
' sic hispani a leyda noctu

FUGEEUNT 3 OCTO. 1574' (' Thus the Spaniards fled

in the night from before Leyden, October 3d, 1574').

" When divine service was ended, the flames from

bonfires commenced to rise toward heaven, and the

cannon, theretofore employed in repelling the enemy,

now served only to announce to the neighboring

cities the raising of the siege. By an excess of good

fortune, the next day a south-east wind rose, and

di'ove the water out of the meadows, and that was

followed by a vigorous north wind, by which they

were forced to return to the bosom of the ocean.

"In order to honor all that was instrumental in

the saving of the city, the magistrates sought to

immortalize the pigeons which had served as letter-

carriers between the besieged and the Prince of

Orange, and with this in view they had them pre-

served and stuffed after death, and placed them in

the City Hall, with wings extended and still holding

in their claws the same quills in which the letters

which they had canied had been concealed. By this

it appears that the people of Leyden thought them-

selves under the same obligation to these winged

carriers that the Romans had been under toward

those bii-ds whose vigilance had preserved the capital,

whose bluffs were scaled by the Gauls while the dogs

slept. Even the owners of these animals were hon-

ored by the magistrates with new coats-of-arms,

composed of those of the city with several pigeons

added. Finally, to perpetuate the remembrance of

so signal a favor of Heaven, the city council resolved

to celebrate forever the anniversary of this event

with solemn acts of beneficence, and by calling to

arms the companies of citizen soldiery. From the

same motive, there has been introduced in later

times the custom of giving to each magistrate who
attends the assemblage of the council a medal which
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represented the woful miseries of theii* ancestors,

their incorrui^tible fideUty, and then- invincible coui'-

age, as calculated to excite a generous emulation in

the hearts of those who have followed such noble

predecessors.

"These medals have on then- faces the Lion of

Holland, a naked sword in his right paw, and in the

left, the arms of Leyden, with the inscri^jtion, ' ntjm-

MTJS SENATOEius ' (' Councillor's Medal '), and on the

reverse the inscription,

'PEUDENS PAHENTUM CLADIBUS ET FIDE

VIKTUTE DISCAT PEKTINACI

POSTEKITAS PATBIAM TUERI

'

('Let posterity, gi-own prudent through the misfor-

tunes and the faithfulness of their ancestors, learn

to defend their country with an obstinate valor ').

" The Prince of Orange himself arrived in the city

the second day after the raising of the siege. He there

gave illustrious proof of his eloquence. He eulogized

the fii'mness and coin-age with which the magistrates

and citizens had sustained themselves in the midst of

so much misery ; he held up then* conduct to futm'e

centuries as the finest of models, and he exhorted

the people so happily delivered to walk constantly

in a path so glorious.

" From the time of the first siege, that is to say the

2d of February of this year, the Prince had remon-

strated with the Estates of Holland, claiming that the

instniction which the youth of the country sought

in foreign universities was very likely to attach them
to the interests of Spain, and that consequently it

would be useful to found a university in Leyden.

This proposition had pleased the Estates. The Act
of Establishment had been published in Delfthaven,

in the name of King Philip, on the 6th of the same
month, but the final execution of this design had
been arrested by the second siege of that city, so that
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tMs new university was not inauo:m'ated iintU the

8th of February, 1575. This ceremony was accom-

panied with many solemnities, and honored with the

presence of the deputies of the Estates of the Prov-

ince. Thus began that illustrious school which has

since produced so many gi-eat geniuses and so many
men learned in aU the sciences, whose erudition has

been most useful and glorious to the country. Not
content with having recompensed by tliis new estab-

lishment the constancy and fideUty which the people

of Leyden had shown in the two sieges, the Prince,

the nobles, and the cities honored stiU more this new
university with various important prerogatives, and

enriched it with handsome revenues drawn from the

Abbey of Egmont. In addition, the youth, after

having passed some time in study in this university,

acquired in three different manners the right to put

theu* knowledge to profit, and to exercise the pro-

fessions of which they might be adjudged capable.

"These three methods have this in common: no

one can arrive at the degree of Doctor untU, after

divers trials, his aliility has been piit to proof by the

professors, in the assembly called the Academic Sen-

ate. It is not until one has given sufficient proof

of his progress that he loses the title of Student to

take that of Candidate ; he is then allowed to com-

pose his theses, which are called Inau/jnrals, and to

have them printed after they have been examined by
the Promoter. But the three methods of taking the

degi'ee differ above all in the manner of defending

these theses, and in the foiTaahties which foUow
them. It is for the Candidate to choose, at least

when it relates to the two most common meth-

ods. According to the one which costs the least,

and which for that reason alone is most usual, the

doctor's degree is conferred in full Academic Senate,

but with closed doors, after the candidate has de-

fended his theses against all the professors who have

cared to combat them. The second method consists
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in the candidate defending publicly his theses in the

Auditorium against the attacks of all the world ; and
then, for a limited time, it is permitted to all who
may desire it, to argue against the futm'e doctor.

" The third method, which exacts the gi'eatest cost,

is the least common. This is when the candidate

demands, or when there is offered to him because of

his extraordinary abUity, the honor of receiving pub-

licly the title of Doctor, after having disputed and
harangued in public. This is called taking his degree

with the bonnet, or in the manner of our ancestors. At
the appointed hoiu", advertised by handbills, the Eec-

tor-Magnificus, the other professors, the magistrates of

the city of Leyden, and the candidate already clothed

in the Doctor's robe, assemble in the chamber of the

Academic Senate, and from thence enter in pro-

cession to the Auditorium, and with the sound of

many instruments and many voices they place them-

selves at their different desks. The Promoter mounts
to the most elevated seat, the candidate takes the

lowest, and the former delivers a harangue suitable

to the circumstances and intended to eulogize the

futui'e Doctor. Before delivering the peroration of

his discourse he asks the candidate to mount and
place himself by his side. Wliile he gives him the

praises which he merits, he puts before him first

the closed books, and then the open books, and
explains to him all that appears mysterious about

this ceremony; then he covers his head with the

Doctor's bonnet, which is of silk or velvet. It is thus

that is given him the right to teach everywhere

with his head covered, and if he is to be a Doctor of

Laws, to plead with covered head before whatsoever

tribunal it may be. To end the ceremony, he puts a

ring on his finger, and on his neck a chain of gold

with a medal. Finally the new Doctor descends from

the chau', and places himself between the Rector-

Magnificus and the Promoter, and, decorated with all

these ornaments and followed by the professors and

16
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the magistrates, he is conducted through the principal

streets of the city to his house, where he shows his

recognition of this illustrious company by giving

them a superb feast.

" On the medal of gold with which the biu-go-

masters honor such a promotion, appears the Lion,

with a naked sword in one paw and the arms of the

city in the other, with the inscription, 'vietutis

AViTAE PKAEMiUM ACADEMiA ' (' The University is the

recompense of the valor of our ancestors'), and be-

neath the Lion, ' donum consulum leydensium' ('A

present from the Burgomasters of Leyden ') ; on the

reverse is PaUas, Goddess of Wisdom, in one hand her

lance and aegis, and in the other a hat, the emblem of

the privilege of teaching with the head covered.

Beneath her is a vacant space for the name of the

new Doctor. The inscription is as follows :
' The

bonnet is a precious recompense for the labor of

study'

—

'PEETIUM NON VILE LABOKUM PILEUS.'

"

There was a notable gathering at the residence of

Dr. Albert Vander Veer, Vice-President of The Hol-

land Society for Albany, on the evening of January

19, 1887, the occasion being a reception tendered by

that gentleman to Judge Hooper C. van Vorst, of New-

York, President, and to Mr. Geo. W. Van Siclen, of

New-York, Secretaiy, of The HoUand Society. The

guests included members of the Society from places

as far south as Kingston and New-York, as far west

as Amsterdam, and as far north as Saratoga—judges

of the Appellate and Supreme courts, distinguished

divines, prominent members of the medical and legal
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professions, and many of Albany's most prominent

citizens. Choice floral decorations graced the spacious

parlors in which the reception was held, and di-aped

above the portal between them was an old Dutch flag,

the distinguishing feature of the decorations.

The guests began to arrive shortly after nine o'clock,

and were received in the front parlor by the host. So

gi'eat a proportion of the assemblage were members

of the Society that the reception partook largely of

the natui'e of a reunion. The host had spared no

pains to make the event a memorable one, and the

reception will be remembered by aU as one of the

most brilliant in the history of the Society.

The dining-room was a triumph of the florist's and

of the caterer's art that was calculated to delight the

eye as its contents were the palate. The sideboard

was banked with rare flowers, and beaiitiful floral

pieces graced the tables. The center-piece was a

most elaborate silver affau*, garnished with flowers

and flanked by heavy silver candelabra. The supper

was served by Clarke, and was a gastronomic master-

piece that matched weU the general tone of the recep-

tion. The formal gi'eetings over, the guests gave

themselves up to the enjoyment of the evening, each

after his own bent, and legal lights and distinguished

representatives of the clergy in the same group dis-

cussed The HoUand Society, whose interests had

brought them together, and with brief backward

glances at its gi'owth discussed its brilliant future,

as foreshadowed by its present condition. The entire

entertainment was a reproduction of the tnie Dutch

hospitality of the olden time, with such accessory

improvements as time brings to everything, but
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losing nothing of its old-time warmth. The guests

other than members of the Society were

:

Judge Charles Andrews.
Dr. Wm. H. Bailey.

Dr. O. D. Ball.

Hon. Wm. Barnes.

Rev. W. W. Battershall.

Dr. Herman Bendell.

Dr. John M. Bicielow.

Dr. James P. Boyd.

Mr. W. Howard Brown.
Mr. Irving Bro^^ne.

Rev. T. M. A. Burke.

Mr. Duncan Cajipbell.

Mr. Isaac A. Chapman.

Rev. J. Wilbur Chapman.
Hon. Norton Chase.

Dr. R. D. Clark.

Mr. Verplanck Colvin.

Dr. D. H. Cook.

Dr. Geo. W. Cook.

Mr. M. CooNEY.

Dr. Joseph D. Craig.

Dr. William H. Craig.

Mr. W. W. Crannell.

Mr. John M. Crapo.

Dr. C. M. Culver.

Dr. F. C. Curtis.

Dr. E. Cutter.

Judge Geo. F. Danporth.

Mr. P. Deming.

Mr. Lewis Dietz.

Mr. E. P. Durant.

Judge Robert Earl.

Rev. J. H. Enders.

Mr. Dudley Parlin.

Dr. J. D. Feathbrston-

haugh.

Dr. T. Featherstonhaugh.
Judge Francis Finch.

Dr. D. Fleischman.

Dr. S. H. Freeman.

Ml-. Worthingham Froth-

INGHAU.

Mr. Anthony Gould.

Mr. Clifford D. Gregory.

Mr. Geo. Stuart Gregory.

Dr. Wm. H. Hailes.

Dr. Lorenzo Hale.

Mr. S. S. Hatt.

Mr. D. Cady Herrick.

Rev. John McC. Holmes.

Mr. Walter F. Hurcomb.
Lieut.-Governor Jones.

Dr. D. L. Kathan.
Mr. Henry Kelly.

Rev. Ralph Wood Kenyon.

Mr. William Kidd.

Mr. J. Howard King.

Mr. RuFus H. King.

Mr. William J. Kline.

Mr. Charles R. Knowles.
Dr. IT. B. La Moure.

Dr. E. E. LARiaN.

Dr. Joseph Lewi.

Dr. Morris J. Lewi.

Rev. James M. Ludden.

Mr. Archibald McClure.
Mr. Wm. H. McClure.
Rt. Rev. Francis McNeirny.

Hon. J. W. McNamara.
Dr. H. G. McNaughton.
Mr. James H. Manning.

Mr. Andrew E. Mather.
Dr. Alfred Mercer.

Dr. C. S. Merrill.

Mr. Ernest J. Miller.

Mr. Peyton F. Miller.

Judge Theodore Miller.

Mr. N. C. Moak.
Dr. Geo. S. Munson.

Mr. John G. Myers.
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Rev. Walter D. Nicholas.

Mr. S. N. D. North.
Hon. John C. Nott.

Dr. H. M. Paine.

Mr. Robert Pennie.

Mr. Edwin O. Perrin.

Mr. John S. Perry.

Dr. T. Kirk Perry.

Hon. James F. Pierce.

Mr. Jesse C. Potts.

Mr. James H. Pratt.

Judge Charles A. Rapallo.

Gen. John F. Rathbone.
Rev. J. Livingston Reese.

Professor O. D. Robinson.

Mr. S. W. ROSENDALE.

Dr. S. A. Russell.

Dr. R. H. Sabin.

Mr. Edwin Safford.

Rev. Max Schlesingkr.

Mr. Osgood H. Shepard.

Rev. Wm. S. vSmart.

Dr. Charles H. Smith.-

Hon. Horace D. Smith.

Rev. H. C. Stanton.

Rev. H. A. Starks.

Mr. R. J. Staunton, U. S. N.

Mr. Geo. L. Stedman.

Mr. Geo. B. Steele.

Dr. W. 0. Stillman.

Mr. Wm. N. Strong.

Gen. Frederick Townsend.
Hon. Wm. C. Traphagan.
Dr. T. M. Trego.

Dr. Willis G. Tucker.

Dr. T. F. C. VAN Allen.

Judge Thomas J. van Al-

sttne.

Mr. Frank van Benthxtysen.

Mr. Martin Van Buren.

Mr. Richard Vandenbergh.
Dr. John H. van Rensselaer.

Dr. E. VAN Slyke.

Mr. James Albert van
VOAST.

Mr. Wm. J. Walker.
Rev. John Walsh.
Dr. S. B. Ward.
General J. M. Warner.
Professor Henry P. Warren.
Mr. Hiram L. Washburn, Jr.

Mr. James D. Wasson.
Dr. Albert B. Watkins.
Hon. Edward Wemple.
Mr. H. M. Wendell.
Dr. L. B. WiNNE.
Major J. 0. Woodward.
Mr. C. C. WOOLWORTH.
Mr. R. J. WORTMAN.

By an amendment to the constitution adopted at

the annual meeting of the Society, held June 15,

1886, the date prior to which the ancestor of each

member must have been a native or resident of

New-York, or of the American colonies, was fixed at

A. D. 1675.

Late in the fall of 1886, a special committee was

appointed to procure, edit, and publish all the ancient

records of all the old Dutch churches in the United
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States. The committee has begun its labors, and it

is hoped that an instaUment of its work will be pub-

lished during the next year.

The following gentlemen compose the committee

:

Mr. Theo. M. Banta, Chairman.

The Rev. Henry J. van Dyke, Jr., D. D.

Mr. Thojias E. Vermilye, 3d.

Mr. Wm. M. Hoes.

Mr. Garret A. van Allen.

At the Trustees' meeting held in December, 1886,

it was determined to erect a statue to some repre-

sentative or ideal Dutch settler, to be placed on some

proper site in the City of New-York.

Mr. Chauncey M. Depew was appointed chainnan

of a special committee to take in hand and to accom-

phsh this work.

The design and the etchings for the title-page of the

following Spijskaart, for the second annual dinner

of The Holland Society, were the work of our feUow-

member, Mr. Charles A. Vanderhoof, the dinner

which crowns that design being the outcome of the

sailing of the Dutch ship from the dykes and wind-

mills of Holland to New Amsterdam, which has de-

veloped into the cities of New-York and Brooklyn,

joined by the Brooklyn Bridge.

" Eindehjk wordt een Spruit een Boom."
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S'VlJSKc^c^T^T.

DeWeleeiwnarde Heer HrnryJ. van Dyke. Jr., Th. D..zal bidden overtafel

^laiiwe LamHoiigscbc Ocsters.

Sauienicswijn.

Soepeii.

DiKKE SOEP VAN GaRNALEN.

VOLMAAKTE SOEP IN Rl'BENS STIJL.

Zijschotcljcs.

^ /^ r> Sereese sek.
Selderij. Olijven. Radijs.

Lyonsche Worst. Paukenvor.m St. Honore.

Visrb.

GeSTREEPTE BaARS in ViLLARET STIJL.

Gekniide Gerecbten

.

OsSEHAAS in MeDICIS STIJL.

Boiirdeaiixwijii.

Voorgerecbten.

GeBAKKEN KaPOEN in MaINTENON STIJL.

Land-schildpad, Maryland stijl.

Kleine aspics van Zeekreekt, Bagration stijl.

Grocilti'U

.

ChaiiipagHewijii

.

Perrier Joii'et.

Aardappelen Cha.mounix. Irrqv Gmmf Extra Ser.

Fransche Erwten.

Eierplant in di; Pan gebakken.

Gebraad. Sorbet Condorcet.

Kanefasrug Eeniwogels.

Kwartels op Rlstbed. Botigroujewiju.

Gekruide Selderij-sla.

Zh'te Gi'i'ecbtt'u

.

Monte Carlo Podding. Eiland Gelei van Likeur.

Ijs in verschiuende Figurf.n. Allerhande Koekjes.

Hollandsche Prauwel in Zeeschelpvorm.

Gemonteerde Stiikkeu.

Vruchten en Nagerecht.

Fransche BrandeiJuijii van Robin, dertig jaren and.

Ko:-fie. Pijpen en Tabak. Likeuren.



HEIL-lDTiONKEN.

"®[aiiic bobrn rn liLiaub) onttcr,

Dir i)rt anOfra mrrnt, Ijtc Ijaalt lif lioulifr."

7"/(C Sword of William the Silatl, 7uhich is exhibited at this meeting, is kindly lent for
the oeeasion by its present owner, Mr. I I'm. IValdorf .4slor.

President Hojper C. Van Vorst will present, on behalf of The Holland Society, to Mr.
Samuel D. Coykendall, of Rondout, a copy of the First Dinner Book of The Holland Society,

illustrated by the artist, David E. Cronin.

1. The President of the United States.

CMr. tAaron J. l^aiiJerpoel,

Vice-President oj The HoUand Society /or Kindcrhnok.
.Ililuejc. i©il \t\Kn tarii.

2. William the Silent.

The inscription on his tnontiment holds good with the members of The Holland Society,"

"S aratrful proplc to tijc JFatftfr of tlicfr JfatlicrlauB."

(Ml . IVm. IValdorf ^stor.

Musk. UDilbclmufi ban .l!)a90auU3cii.

3. The Dutchman's Fireside.

T{ev. IVilliam T{. Diiryee, D. D., of Coinmuiiipau!.

liUtisit. Kt is ons Tl.inbir noji 500 hicin.

4. John van Olden Barneveldt.
" S gooTi ronsricncc is para^isr

."

zMr. Chaiincey DA. HDepew.

.HUumr. ©c Itakls los!

5. Thk Leiden Jar.

<iAlbei-t yander Veer, M. D.,

Vice-President of The Holland Society for Rensselaerwyck.

.music, ©ic SilViei'Woot.

Bv THE SoClETV AND THE VooKZANGER.

6. The Dutch Governors of New-York.

DAr. zAIpbonso 'Jnimpboiir Clearw.iter,

Vrcc-Prcsidoit o/ I'll: Hol'iind S:Ki'ty /or Esopus.

.iltliistt. Jlioacf) en Sc VS>\\\\.

7. The Dutch Founders o? America.

zMr. 'Tunis G. "Bergen, of Brooklyn.

JIUitsit. l©if» JiJccriandscI) "23(0(6.

The old engravings shrum upon the walls at this dinner were given to the Society by Dr.

T. H. Blom Coster, of Amsterdam, physician to Her Majesty the Queen of the Nether-

lands, upon his visit to America in July, iSSb, as a delegate from Holland to the Albany

Bi-Ceiitennial.

The musicplayed upon this occasion was sent to the Society by Mr. E. A. 0. IVas, Secretary

of the ^d-Octolier-.Association of Leiden, Holland, and was arranged for the orchestra

of the Hotel Brunswick by its leader, Herr Max .'ichwab.

"®09t:0iatst 't tuiE btst."

HOME, S WEE7 HOME.



A. D. 1887.

XOBERT "B. TiOOSEyELT. CHARLES ^. VANDERHOOF.

GEORGE m. -VAN HOESEN. -XOHERT l-y. VAN ^OSKERCK.

GEORGE G. T>E M-'ITT, Jr. GEORGE IV. VAN SICLEN, Secrvtaris.

The De vinne press.



F)ollaiul ^ofirtij Diinirr

AT THE

llOTEL ^RUNSWICK, n. Y.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 27. 1887

JBluc point ©BStcrs
SautcriiC£> 1S74

,1

361squc of Sbriinps Consomme TRubens
Cop;!;^ Sbcrrv

jAor5 Vocuurc
Cclcrg ©lives? IRaDishea %vcn Sausage 5)utcb Ibciituiis

Cinibales St. Ibonore'

Stvtpc? .16a66 Dillarct C^cnDciioin of Meet a la /n^cDicis

Sautcinc? 1S74

•IBiaiscC' Capon a la /llbaintenon Ceiiapin /iCiaiBlani? stgle

Small aspics of lobster JBagration

potatoes Cbamouniv ffnei? Egg plant
ffrcncb peas

Sortjtt etoutrovrtt

A. .

Canvas=back Suck IRales Oe Genets sur canape
, ^ Cdcvg flDaigonnaiBe ., .^ . _
-13llrlllm^v Hvroy Eftva Brr

/Iftontc Carlo puC<c>ing flslanO liqueur Jellg IRcapolitan lice Cream
petits i'ours Couques 1bollanC>aise

pieces /IRontecs

ifruit S)essert

Coffee

Xiqucurf Cortiiac IRobiii 30 'ccars cl^ Ciiiacs





THE SECOND ANNUAL DINNER

THE HOLLAND SOCIETY OF NEW-YORK.

This took place on January 27tli, 1887, at the Hotel

Brunswick, New-York City.

The Rev. Dr. Henry J. van Dyke, Jr., said gi-ace.

When the cloth was removed, Judge Hooper

C. Van Vorst, President of the Society, spoke as

follows

:
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SPEECH

JUDGE HOOPER C. VAN VORST.

Gentlemen of The Holland Society

.

IF everything whicli The Holland Society does is as

complete as its performance about this board to-

night, its success is assured. The thoroughness of

your work, in the dispatch of the dishes which have

been set before us, is beyond criticism. Man's suc-

cess in life depends much upon what he eats and

drinks. The writings of some scholars have been said

to smell of the midnight oil. Others again taste more

of wine than oil. The wiitiugs of one celebrated

author were said to have reminded the reader of the

old port of which he was a generous partaker. The

fact that the gentleman who was supposed to have

made the best speech at the last dinner of The Hol-

land Society was seen to eat or di-iuk nothing the

whole evening, does not affect the case, for that

speech had been prepared long beforehand, and under
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tlie influence of a good digestion, and was, in fact,

in type before he rose to speak. The Dutchman's

success is doubtless attributable to the fact that his

food was regular and substantial. This Society, dur-

ing the past year,, has made substantial progi'ess in

the work which it has undertaken. It has added by

piu'chase and through gifts to its collection of books

and manuscripts relating to the early history of the

State, and to the part taken by om* ancestors in fram-

ing the institutions under which we Hve. Arrange-

ments have been made for the translation of the

records of some of the early Dutch chm'ches, here-

tofore practically inaccessible. Doctor Coster, who

represented certain Holland municipahties at the

Albany celebration in July last, was led to visit this

country and to take part in that celebration, with

some students from Leyden University, by the pubU-

cations of this Society. He presented to us valuable

books relating to both HoUand and this country,

and, also, a portfolio of engravings representing men
who have figm-ed in Dutch history, and who are dis-

tinguished as artists and writers.

This Society was represented at the Albany cele-

bration, and it received every attention from the

members resident there, many of whom, I am glad

to see, are with us to-night. Doctor Coster's visit to

this countiy, also, awakened in us an interest in the

celebration of the anniversary of the Siege of Leyden,

which took place last fall. Through the liberahty of

the members of this Society, a fimd was raised and

forwarded to Leyden, through Doctor Coster, to aid

in that celebration. The gift was highly prized and

has been suitably recognized by the gentlemen abroad

who had charge of that aflfair. These coui'tesies

17
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between the two countries tend to arouse and keep

alive a mutual interest.

During the year we have sustained a severe loss in

the death of one of the founders of this Society, Mr.

David Van Nostrand. No one of .our members took

a deeper interest in the welfare or had a more intelli-

gent idea of the objects of om- Society. We deplore

the death of a good man, a useful and highly re-

spected citizen ; and his widow, in memory of the

interest of her husband in The Holland Society, has

expressed a desu'e to contribute annually a sum of

money for the increase of our library, and an addi-

tional sum toward our buUding fund, when we are

ready to build.

The Society dui-ing the past year has been the sub-

ject of marked distinction at the hands of two of her

members. Lately, in the city of Albany, where

many of oiu* members reside, Doctor Vander Veer,

the Vice-President of the Society in that locality,

tendered a reception to it through its chief executive

officers. The occasion was designed, among other

things, to secure a reunion of the members residing

in Albany and its vicinity. That result was reached

in a very happy manner. The reception was largely

attended by citizens of Albany representing its very

best interests.

In September last our fellow-member, Mr. Coyken-

daU, of Eondout, extended to the Society a notable

hospitaUty. We were invited to Kingston-on-the-

Hudson, a place filled with objects of historical inter-

est. In the Dutch Chm-ch at that place, of which one

of our vice-presidents, the Reverend Dr. van Slyke,

is pastor, a historical address was delivered by Gen-

eral Shai'pe. In the evening of that day the members
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were entertained by Mr. Coykendall at the Kaaters-

kill House. The pleasiu'e and interest of the occasion

can never be forgotten by those of us who had the

good fortune to be there and to visit the Catskill

Mountains as the guests of IVir. Coykendall. Know-
ing that that gentleman would protest against any

mention here of his friendly action toward his fel-

low-members, yet, it is but due that the event should

take its place among the records of this Society. And,

in this connection, it becomes my pleasant duty to

present Mr. Coykendall on behalf of the Society a

volume containing the proceedings of the last annual

dinner of this Society, embellished by the pen and

pencil of an accomiilished artist, and which is prob-

ably a marvel of what may be accomphshed in that

way. I trust that Mr. Coykendall will now come for-

ward, so that all may see him, to accept this book as

a gift from his fellow-members in recognition of his

generous and princely hospitality.

The book presented to Mr. Coykendall was bound

by The Bradstreet Company in the best manner, in

crushed red levant lined with orange satin, and con-

tained, with others, the following illustrations, by the

artist, David E. Cronin, skillfully placed upon the

broad margins, and scattered through its pages : the

Netherlands coat-of-arms, with fruit, wine flasks and

glasses, on the title-page
;
pen-and-ink sketches of a

Dutchman in knee-breeches poiu'ing a glass of wine,

on the French menu ; a Dutchman in ancient armor,

facing the portrait of Judge Van Vorst ; a beautiful

tree and a sprout, on page 11 ; a pen-and-ink sketch

of the old fort on the Battery, N. Y., page 12 ; a cab-
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inet gem of Dutch vessels by moonliglit, also a pen-

and-ink portrait ofAdmiral Van Tromp, page 13 ;
pen-

and-ink portraits of President Cleveland, Secretary-

Bayard, William III., of the King of the Netherlands,

and Emma, Queen of the Netherlands, pages 14, 15,

and 16 ; a pen-and-ink portrait of Burke, page 17 ; a

pen-and-ink sketch, on page 18, of the ancestor of

Judge Van Vorst starting on his jom-ney from Pavo-

nia with a gift to Governor Van TwiUer
;
pen-and-ink

portrait of WUHam the Silent, on page 19 ;
pen-and-

ink portraits of Louis of France and William of

Orange, on pages 20 and 21, with a water-color

vignette of Florida, on page 20; a portrait, in water-

color, of Queen Mary, page 22 ; and a water-color of

New Amsterdam, looking southward, page 23
;
pen-

and-ink portraits of G-rotius and Erasmus, page 24

;

pen-and-ink full-length portrait of Chauncey M.

Depew in wooden shoes, on toj) of a windmiU, page

26 ; beautiful pen-and-ink ideals of Dutch women,

page 27 ; an ideal of the true Puritan, to match the

description, on page 29 ; a very fine pen-and-ink por-

trait of Jefferson, page 30; a pen-and-ink ideal school-

master, page 31 ; a water-color ideal Huguenot, also

water-color portrait of Cujto, and a very fine pen-and-

ink cathedral tower, page 32 ; a chaiming pen-and-

ink fancy of knights and heralds trooj)ing forth from

an open helmet, page 33 ; a pen-and-ink sketch of a

Dutchman " able to sit up and take his gruel," page

34; "The Seas with their Fleets," water-color, page 35

;

very fine pen-and-ink portraits of Rembrandt, Alva,

Don John, and Alexander Farnese, pages 36, 37, also

of Ii'ving, page 38 ; with storks of Delft, and the pipe

of peace and hams in the chimney, pages 38 and 39

;

an ideal cavalier, page 41 ; a most graceful pen-and-

ink group of Indians looking down from the Pali-
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sades upon the Half Moon, page 42 ;
" The Fifth

Aveniie of the period," and gabled roofs, also admi-

rable portrait of Wouter Von TwiUer, pages 44, 45, 46

;

foiu" exquisite pen-and-ink ideals of "their daugh-

tei's," and one of Paul Potter, pages 48 and 49 ; the

Palisades, page 52 ; a pen-and-ink and a water-color

of castles on the Rhine, page 53 ; water-color por-

trait of Goethe, page 54, and penaud-ink of PhUip

II., page 56; a very fine pen-and-ink of three so-

called "beggars," page 58; besides a gi*eat many-

vignettes and decorations in pen-and-ink and in

water-colors scattered thi'ough the volume.

The portraits have been copied from old books and

engravings in the Astor Library ; and all the work is

of the finest description, standing examination with

the maguifjdng glass, while its dehcacy, grace, and

poetic fitness reflect the highest credit upon the ai-tist.

Mr. Cronin also painted a special title-page, repre-

senting Stony Clove, with a raih-oad train running

up, and the Hotel Kaaterskih at the top, with the in-

scription, "To Samuel D. CoykendaU, as a slight

token of the esteem of his feUow-members of The

Holland Society of New-York, September, 1886.

Hooper C. Van Vorst, President. Geo. W. Van
Sieleu, Secretary."

The whole gift is one that cannot be duplicated

;

one which our friend will be happy to receive and

to possess and to hand down to his childi'en; one

worthy of being presented in behalf of this Society.

Mr. Aaron J. Vanderpoel, responding to the toast,

"The President of the United States," spoke as

follows

:
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AAEON J. VANDEEPOEL.

THE gentleman who at the last general election

was elevated to the office of President of the

United States, and in whom many of us around this

festive board recognize not merely an official, but

a personal friend, expresses himself on occasions

like this with so much intelligence and straight-

forwardness that his absence is felt and regretted.

When we read his pen-productions, his clear mode

of expressing his ideas makes us feel there must be

a big streak of Holland blood in him. However

men may think of his political tenets, it is clear that,

in carrying them out, he acts on the beUef that he is

right, and that, being right, it is his duty to act upon

them most loyally, whether it be in offense or defense.

If it had been his good fortune to be with us to-

night, he would have said, " It is not proper for me
to refer to my own acts. My acts and the carrying

out of my principles are subject to the view and criti-

cism of political foes and friends; they must pass the

13i
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ordeal of the judgment of more than 50,000,000 of

people." So, in responding to the toast, I do not

mean to refer further to the present President of

the United States.

The request to me to respond to this toast was ac-

companied by the suggestion that I should present to

the Society a brief notice of a citizen of our State

—

the fu'st of the descendants of pm-e Holland blood

who filled the office of President of the United States.

Martin Van Buren was also the first Governor of

the State of New-York who was strictly of Holland

descent on the paternal side. His mother was like-

wise of Dutch parentage. Mi*. Van Bm-en prided

himself on his Dutch descent, and on his bu-thplace,

that purely Dutch settlement Kinderhook, and his

biographers tell us that dui'ing his brief mission as

Minister to England, he attended one of the soirees

of Queen Adelaide. She inquired of him how far

back he could trace his ancestry. "As far back

as Kinderhook," he urbanely replied.

As I have said, Mr. Van Bui*en was proud of his

Dutch ancestry— Dutch was the language of his

father's household. He was familiar with the history

of the Netherlanders, with theii' struggles to save

their homes from the elements of nature which were

always thi-eatening. He gloried in thek long and

brave battles in the open fields, and in their wonder-

fid resistance of sieges and consequent sufferings.

When the opportunity was presented to him as

President to appoint a charf/e d'affaires to the Nether-

lands, he selected his old friend, Harmanus Bleecker,

of Albany, a man who did not need an interpreter

when iM'esented to the Court to which he was accred-

ited. Mr. Van Buren, if living, could, in speaking
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to this Society, adopt the free translation expressed

by another old Dutchman, the first Attorney-Gren-

eral under oiu* State Constitution, and successively

Judge of the Supreme Coui't and Judge of the Cir-

cuit Cotu't of the United States—Egbert Benson.

" Homo sum, nemini nihil a me alienum puto.''^

(I am a Dutchman, and so think nothing which concerns the

Dutch of unconcern tome.)

The parents of Mr. Van Buren could give to him

only the hmited educational advantages afforded by

the viQage school; yet his expressions by tongue or

pen were characterized by simplicity of style and

accuracy.

"We trace him through the offices of Surrogate,

State Senator, Attorney-General, Regent of the Uni-

versity, Delegate to the Convention of 1821, Gover-

nor, Secretary of State, Minister to Great Britain,

Vice-President, and President. These honors succes-

sively following during a period of thirty years,

when party controversies were severe, prove him

worthy of his Dutch descent. Such honors as he

attained in his life as a lawyer and in his political

career could only be achieved by severe training.

This idea has been so well expressed by one who

knew him weU, that I ask permission to quote

:

" The key to Mr. Van Bui'en's rare supremacy in

his political life lay in sedulous and patient toU with

which his intellectual powers, strong by natm-e, were

tempered and polished in the slow processes of his

professional career."

His succession to the Presidency marked an impor-

tant era in the history of our government. He gave

expression to this idea in his inaugural address as
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President, when he said :
" Unlike all who have pre-

ceded me, the Revolution which gave us existence as

one people was achieved at the period of my birth,

and while I contemplate with gi-ateful reverence that

memorable event, I feel that I belong to a later age,

and that I may not expect my countrymen to weigh

my actions with the same kind and partial hand."

Mr. Vanderpoel reviewed the characteristics of the

earher Presidents, and concluded that "each man
has, by the light of history, been the right man
in the right place, in the then existing condition of

public affairs, to develop and sustain the health and

progress of this people."

Among other remarks, he said :
" It is a noble

trait of the true Hollander to act only on well-

matm-ed plans. The ' sober second thought ' only

developed a national trait." "Humor was natui'al,

but wit came from the other branch— the Huguenot

branch— of the members of our Society."

The President of om- Society is the best type of

the true Hollander.

Our friend Depew is a type of what the graft may
develop.

Mr. Vanderpoel's speech was one of gi-eat histor-

ical interest, and abounded with witty sentences. It

is to be regretted that fuller notes of it have not been

obtainable.

The toast to "William the Silent" was drunk

standing and in silence.

Mr. William Waldorf Astor then responded, as

follows

:

18
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WILLIAM WALDORF ASTOR.

IT is an evidence of the power of a gi"eat character,

that after the lapse of ages, and when the world

has moved far on upon the highway of progi'ess, the

sight and the touch of some relic of a man we vener-

ate bring him and the period in which he lived

vividly to mind. And I think the sword before us

speaks to you to-night with an eloquence as lofty

and as thrilling as any words of human utterance.

Across the historic distance of three centuries we

behold the stately figure of WiUiam the SUent. We
see him in his studious youth; we follow him to the

Council Chambers of the States General; we walk

with him amid the perils of the battle-field ; we mark

the horrors of the Spanish invasion ; we know how

he felt for the anguish of the defenseless ;—we can

measui'e his difficulties and his hopes, and our hearts

throb at the story of that struggle which never

ceased untU he had made his country free, and of
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that pure and ardent love for his native land which

continued until his generous heart ceased to beat.

The teaching of his life is that same devotion to

principle which so many of our own countrymen,

from Washington to Grant, have woven into the his-

tory of the United States.

It is a fortunate thing for a country when its great

men spring from the people, and not from a privi-

leged class. Wniiam the Silent, though a prince,

was essentially a man of the people. His qualities

were the qualities of the Dutch nation intensified and

exalted by genius. He was brave, because it was in

the spirit of his countrymen to rise superior to ex-

treme adversity. He was honest, because honesty is

as much a badge of the Dutchman as is his thrift.

He put from him all personal ambitions, because he

shared the unselfish patriotism of the men who had

made him dictator, and in this, as in the other cir-

cumstances of his career, he is the only ruler in the

whole world's history who can fitly be likened to

George Washington.

A society like this renders a valuable service to

the community when it preserves and cherishes and

instills into the minds and the hearts of the young

the memory and the example of purity and valor and

honor. And I doubt not, gentlemen, that you wiU

be greatly favored in so excellent a work, for, as an old

Dutch proverb says, "God begunstigdt het goed

man's vooenemen." ("God prospers the good man's

resolve !

")

The Rev. William Rankin Dmyee, D. D., of

Jersey City, responded to the toast, " The Dutch-

man's Fireside," as follows

:
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EEV. WILLIAM RASKIN DURYEE, D. D.

Mr. President and Gentlemen :

THE glow of three hiindred homes seems concen-

trated and transferred to the " Brunswick " to-

night. Under the genial influence, who could refuse

such a toast ? The Dutchman's Fireside ! No cold

comfort there, gentlemen ! Any man who sits long

beside it may be sure of a toast somehow, and the

only care shoidd be that it is not too dry.

"We may often wonder at the power exerted in fix-

ing distinctive characteristics on at least two of our

Middle Atlantic States by the few thousands of Hol-

landers who colonized them two and a half centuries

ago. For only forty years did they exercise any

political power, and that under a form alien to the

freer air of the Batavian Republic beyond the sea.

The state religion was planted and has indeed en-
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dured, but without any very wide extension, owing

to the extreme reluctance of the Hollanders to give

up the Dutch language in their religious services—
a reluctance expressed to the very close of the last

century. But there was a distinctive influence which

all students of history acknowledge, and which I trace

to two characteristics for which the Dutch were

especially noted. One was commercial energy and

integrity. They could equal, if they did not sur-

pass, every other colony in the way with which they

" pushed" business. New-York City, from the Battery

to Spuyten Duyvil, is itself their* moniunent. Here

they laid the enduring foundation of a commercial

metropoUs, and engraved upon the corner-stone In-

dustry, Honesty, and Business Freedom. Their de-

scendants must see to it that the superstructiu'e never

shames the fathers.

But when old Governor Stuyvesant yielded his re-

luctant sword to Colonel NichoU in 1664, the Dutch

influence did not cease, nor was it confined merely to

the warehouse or counting-room. The wrathful hero,

gentleman and statesman as he really was, though

often misrepresented, stumped his way to his distant

" Bouerie, " and if he could not command the old

fort, he knew he could rule, not as governor but

lieutenant-governor, in his own home. From that

hour children and children's childi-en went out to

exert their force in the varied relations of life. And

the people imitated their governor; for, like all

Germanic races, the Batavian believed in home. If

you want a contrast to the fabled Wandering Jew,

take the Contented Dutchman. The Flying Dutch-

man was a mere hobgoblin, invented to teach chil-

dren the awful nature of restlessness, and to. keep
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them in the ways of the fathers. The Dutchman's

Connecticut neighbors gave another contrast, for did

not one of then- native poets, " to the manner born,"

describe them in later days as

" Wandering through the Southern countries, teaching

The A, B, C, from Webster's speUing-book,

Gallant and godly, making love and preaching.

And gaining by what they call ' hook or crook,'

But which the moralists call over-reaching,

A decent hving. The Virginians look

Upon them with as favorable eyes

As Gabriel on the devil in Paradise " ?

The old Hollander usually agi-eed with the Vir-

ginians ! He had, as they say of a good horse on the

Haarlem road, " great staying quaUties." The Dutch

build their homes to last. How well we know the

ancient type as we still find it along the Mohawk and

Hudson, the Kaaterskill, the Hackensack, and the

Earitan. The long low building, blending with the

gi-een around it or the gray behind it, with the double

doors opening into the broad hall running through the

house, the upper one to be thrown back with a sus-

picious face and a broomstick in hand for the peddler,

but both to be opened widely for the suffeiing, though

a stranger, or for the friend or kinsman. Then the

broad rooms to the right and left with their low ceil-

ings and dark Flemish furniture, the annex kitchen

on one side, where the laugh of old family servants

showed that slavery there wore its sunniest aspect

and was hardly as dark as some would paint it, the

long sloping roof giving rooms beneath for young-

sters who crowded fast into the world, but never too

fast for their parents' love to welcome. Behind were

the garden and the farm where untiring industry
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planted and reaped the fruits of tlie soil. These were

the abodes of comfort beyoud the ordinary, spring-

ing from that industry and a contentment with the

simpler pleasm'es of life. The Rev. Robert Lowell,

in his sketches of an " old Dutch town " on the

Atohawk, says the people's ideas could be gained

from theii" favorite hymn which began,

" Religious comfort will not grow

In Nature's barren soU,"

and I suppose the youngsters thought the last line

referred to New England ! Then the writer adds that

the first question of theu' favorite catechism was,

" What is thy only comfort in life and death !
"

These homes were the abodes of vii'tue spiinging

from a simple but determined faith in the divine

character of words written in Bibles, Uke this old

Bensen Bible I hold up to you, which Mr. Vander-

poel has presented to the Society,— Bibles, between

whose Testaments were sometimes foimd the names

of ancestors who for that same faith had died in the

dimgeons of the Spanish Inquisition or starved be-

hind the walls of leaguered Leyden. They were the

abodes of affection, flashing in the lovelight of eyes

of men and women whom, in their passionate youth,

Grod had joined together, and into whose simple hearts

it never entered that a divorce court on earth could

separate ; affection which united brothers of as brave a

nature and sturdy a build, and sisters of as fair a face,

as could be found iq the colonies. It was in these

homes that the calm judgment was formed not soon

to be changed, against which impulsive fanaticism

and passion stormed in vain, as the wintry winds

beat in vain against the old gi'ay walls outside. It
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was from these homes the meu and women came

who were to be leaders in keeping New-York the

Empire colony as she was afterward the Empire

State of the Union. Yet no one sang the Dutchman's

Fu'eside. James K. Paulding's capital story with

the title of my toast, printed sixty years ago, a few

references in Cooper, and the graceful tale which

Mrs. Barr wrote last year and dedicated to this

Society,—these are about the only books which give

this fii'eside a place in American literature. But

what of that ! Ethnologists tell us when they com-

pare human skulls that the strongest people in men-

tal capacity are distinguished by long heads and

small chins. Wlieu I mark where the Dutchman

chose his home, along the coast open from Plymouth

Rock to Jamestown, when I see how his farm cuts

up into building lots in modern days, and how httle

his family tell the reporters, I am convinced that the

old Hollander must be said to have had the longest

head and the smallest chin of any of the ancient

colonists.

And, like the Vestal altar of Rome, the Dutchman's

Fireside still glows with undying flame. A scholar

of Leyden, some centmies ago, after much comparison

and reflection, wrote a ponderous volume to prove

that the language used in the garden of Eden was

undoubtedly Dutch,— or something which sounded

like it. You may smile at that, but many a man

who has felt the warmth of a home, like those of

which I speak, has imagined himself about as near

Paradise as he was likely to be in this world, espe-

cially if a pair of bright eyes were glowing on the other

side of the hearthstone. They once proposed in Puri-

tan days to burn a Dutch girl at Hartford as a witch !
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Tliiuk of it ! Mistress Judith Vaiiett came safely back,

however, to New Amsterdam, aud married Nicholas

Bayard ; and many a young New Englander, when

her fau- descendants and others of like ancestry were

about him, has revised the judgment of his cold-

blooded fathers, sometimes even swinging to the

opposite extreme and turning the ivitches into angels.

Yes, the Dutchman's Fireside stiU can be found,

for the true descendant of such ancestry still be-

lieves in home. He beheves in owning it himself.

He don't want the earth, but he means to have that

section of it on which his fireside is found. He
thinks he knows how to get it as his fathers before

him, not by extortion, but by personal industry, self-

control, and contentment with the rewards given by

God to all really honest work. He wants no theories

which would rob him of that proprietorship, either

by a feudal lordship against which the early colonists

fretted and fought, or by yielding his own rights to

what in modern phi-ase is called the " Community "

—

which usually means the worst knaves and loafers

among men. He will resist, in spite of his proverbial

patience, when his individual hbei'ty is assailed, for

he attacks no man for gaining the best he can for

himself. And history shows that his opponents had

better leave him alone. What the " Beggars of the

Sea " did when they starved in the hold of the ship

which captured Brill, or clambered like cats on the

decks of Spanish galleons with their swords in then-

teeth and crescents on then* caps above the motto

"Rather Mahomet than the Pope," what in later days

the Willets, Schuylers, Fishes, Livingstons could do

against those who would stiike down the individual

in state, or chui'ch, or business, their childi'en can

19
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do again. If the worst comes to the worst in the

renewal of old battles under modern names, be sure

the martyrs to sincerity, at least, will not be all on

one side.

But, Mr. President and gentlemen, I recall the fact

that William the Silent is the hero of the hour, and

I must beg youi* pardon that I have proved such a

degenerate son. But to sit at the Dutchman's Fii-e-

side is apt to warm one's heart, and, perhaps thi'ough

the accompaniments, to loosen one's tongue. Only

one thing I know can stop the talking. Let me ask

you to rub your hands before the blaze of a chestnut

log. Said a conductor of a train to an old Hollander

who had taken his pipe into the wrong car, " See here,

my friend, no smoking allowed here !" "Yaas," was

the reply, "dat is a goot rule. I nefer makes no

noise ven I smokes ! " And so let me practice what

he preached.

Thefom-th regular toast should have been responded

to by Mr. Chauneey M. Depew, but the Secretary was

obliged to read the following letter instead

:

" New-York Cent, and Hudson River E. R. Co.,

Geand Central Depot.

" Chauncey M. Depew, President.

"New-York, Jan. 20, 1887.

"MyDearMr. Van Siclen : I am driven to death, and

have not as yet had time to give a moment's thought

to the speech. I am afraid I can give it only such

preparation as the dinner and previous speakers

permit. I am engaged for to-night, and to-morrow
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we have a meeting of the Pi-esidents and Counsel of

all our companies on the Inter-State-Commerce Bill.

If I can write anything in the interval I will do so. K
not, the other speakers who prepare can go down
to immortality, while my epitaph in the morning
papers will be, ' and Mr. Depew followed with some
remarks.'

" Ever yours truly,

" Chauncey M. Depew."

The Eev. Dr. Hemy J. van Dyke, Jr., being called

upon by the President to respond in Mr. Depew's

place, spoke as foUows :



REMARKS

REV. DR. HENRY J. VAN DYKE, JR.

DEAR VAN: It is rather embarrassing to be called

at ten minutes' notice to fill the shoes of Channcey

M. Depew, and it is no reflection upon the size of those

covers of his large understanding, to say that I shall

not be able to do anythingmore than "rattle around in

them." The President has requested me to say that

this is Mr. Depew's speech
;
you will recognize the

sentiments, you will also recognize the merry jests,

—

he deserves all the credit for it, and my part is only

to spoU it in the delivery.

On looking at the list of toasts, I discover that if

our great master in the art of discom'se had not

gone on a strike, he would have addi'essed you on

the subject of " John of Barneveld." He would have

drawn a speaking-pictm-e of that heroic heretic, that

martyi" for principle. He would have described his

loyal adherence to conviction in the face of scorn,

U8
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persecution, poverty, imprisonment, and death ; and

thus you would have had before your imagination a

companion figure worthy to stand beside the terse,

gi-aphic, glowing portrait of " Silent WiUiam," which

has been sketched for you to-night in words so choice

and magical that their subject seemed to stand visi-

bly before us in a blaze of glorious light. Thus, in

the person of "John of Barneveld," Mr. Depew

would have illustrated the truth that " a good con-

science is Paradise," while in his own person he

proved the kindi'ed truth that " a good digestion is

gi'eat gain."

Then your orator would have done, what I have

been vainly struggling to accomplish in a graceful

way,—he would have tacked on to this heroic theme

a subject of great practical importance. It is the

same to which I ventured to allude at the last St.

Nicholas dinner,—the subject of a duty which the

Sons of Holland have neglected.

Neglect of duty is not a Dutch habit. HoUand has

never been in the way of coming short of her oppor-

tunities and obligations. She has conquered the

ocean, written her name high on the honor-rolls of

art and literature, exercised an influence entirely

out of proportion to her size, and played in the great

drama of history the glorious role of "Liberty En-

lightening the World !

"

Nor have the Sons of Holland failed to do "as

well as could be expected." They have founded the

second gi-eatest city of modern civilization. They

have left an impress of breadth and solidity in every

State with which they have come in contact. They

have just succeeded in establishing the most success-

ful society for the consumption of dinners that
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exists to-day in New-York. But one thing they

have left undone. Look abroad in the cities of Old

Holland, and you will see a multitude of memorial

statues to gi-eat men. Look around you in our

own city, and you will see that heroes of almost

every nationality are represented in bronze or mar-

ble. The Frenchmen have their brave dandy Lafay-

ette. The Scotchmen have their Burns, rolling his

eyes in the agony of poetic composition or colic. The

Grermans have theii* Beethoven scowling at the per-

formances of the band on the mall. The New
Englanders have then' shiny little Puritan. It re-

minds us of the Groves of Blarney:

*' Statues growing in that noble place are

Of heathen goddesses most rare,

Homer, Plutarch, and Nebuchadnezzar,

All standing naked in the open air."

But, gentlemen, where is the Dutchman ? Is he

not worthy of a place among the heroes ? Does he

not represent something? Indeed, he does. He
stands for liberty and liberality, faith and freedom,

piety and prudence, the convictions which make

life heroic and the virtues which make life happy

;

he stands for business integrity, social stability,

religious fidelity, old-fashioned hospitality, and the

broadest human charity. There are these things in

which we still believe. We applaud them with

hearty vigor whenever they are mentioned. Let us

concentrate our enthusiasm. Let us embody our

ideal. When we see how long our " representative

ancestor" has waited for a statue, let The Holland

Society say, " Otu* Dutch is up," and let us set up

the Dutchman.
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The following letters were also read:

" Boston, Jan. 10, 1887.

" George W. Van Siclen, Esq.

"My Dear Sir: The very kind and cordial invita-

tion you send me on behalf of The Holland Society

of New-York, warms every di'op of Batavian blood

in my veins. I heard a great deal of my Dutch
ancestors in my early years. There was a Dutch
Family Bible in the family, which was to be the

property of the first of us childi'en who could

read a chapter in it. My sister Mary had the

start of me by haK a dozen years or more,

and so I lost my chance of trying for the Bible.

My forefather Evert Jansen Wendell was among the

early settlers of Albany, and his arms, as I have

often mentioned with a certain satisfaction, were

stained on one of the windows of the old Dutch

Church of that city. I never meet a Schuyler, or a

Cuyler, or a Van Rensselaer without claiming rela-

tionship with the owner of the name.

"AH this would make it very pleasant for me to be

with you, but I regret that imperative reasons detain

me at home, and that I can onlythank my kind friends

who are of the same national connection for theii-

very polite and hospitable invitation.

"Very truly youi's,

"Oliver Wendell Holmes."

" Boston, Jan. 22, 1887.

"My Deae Sm: If I were in the flower instead of

being in the brown leaf I could hardly resist yom-

appeal. I have no doubt that I should sit down at

once and write a baUad of the Schenectady Wen-
dell who, when the town was bui-ned and the inhab-

itants were massacred, had a horse and a blanket
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brought him by a friendly Indian, and escaped in

the darkness of that terrible night. But from me,

just now, you can hardly hope for anything more
than kind wishes and cousinly greetings

;
you may

be assiu'ed that these are with you, warmed by all

the drops of Holland blood that run in my veins.

" Believe me,
" Very truly yours,

"Oliver Wendell Holmes,

"A lineal descendant of Evert Jansen Wendell,
' Regirenden Diaconen' (if that is right) of the
' Old Dutch Church ' at Albany.

'* 3Ir. Geo. W. Van Siclen, Secretary Holland Society.''''

The next regular toast was responded to as follows,

by Dr. Albert Vander Veer, of Albany, who said

:
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over me and out of our state-room, I said to myself,

the night-steward "will care for and return Mm in

due time, which he did, after the young man had

wandered thi'ough the ladies' cabin to the other side

of the steamer, where he had been thoroughly

awakened while entering the state-room of a Catholic

clergyman. On relating the incident to a gi'oup of

our friends on deck the next morning, a fair, prim,

elderly maiden lady, from the Island of Manhattan,

holding up her innocent hands at the end, exclaimed

in earnestness, "What would I have done had he

come into my room ? "

Grentlemen, the Secretary of om* gi-and Society has

been in my mental state-room within the past ten

days, and left behind him a toast which has given

me more nightmare than ever results from the eating

late at night of the pickled oysters or Welsh rare-bit

fm-nished so freely by oui* famous ocean steamers.

Fearing that I might omit some portion of my
response to this toast, "The Land of the Leyden

Jar and Dr. Blom Coster," I have brought the original

manuscript with me and will read from it at such a

time as you may desii*e.

The immensity of this toast, Mr. President, is

appalling. It takes us back to the days of that good

Dutchman Cuneus, who in 1746, in the course of his

experiments, discovered the principle of the Leyden

jar or Leyden phial, which was destined to worry the

brain of many a school-boy and to be the gi-eat

assistant of our noted philosophers and electricians,

even up to and beyond the time of Faraday.

Its motive power has been equaled only by that of

our own worthy Secretary, and if I may be allowed

to digress, his has only been equaled by that of a



155

certain citizen of Albany, formerly from Dublin. I

am sure, Mr. President, yon wUl remember the late

famous Justice John 0. Cole, of the Albany Police

Court, and I think there is hardly an Albanian

present here to-night who does not remember seeing

him in early life. Before him was brought on one

occasion a very weU-dressed Irishman, who had

been arrested on the charge of vagrancy, and so well

did the officer of the law present his case that Justice

Cole was about to pronounce sentence, when the

prisoner desired to be heard, and after getting from

Judge Cole the definition of a vagrant, said :
" Sm-e,

an' that's not me ; 1 am no vagrant. I have my
duties. Sure, sir, my wife is a wet nurse, and I

fm-nish the motive power." Mr. President, when I

look about me and see the number of Vans and

'comrades who have come here this night so that this

large haU is fiUed to its utmost, and as I have seen it

only once before, and that on the occasion of my own

profession's giving a dinner of hearty welcome to the

great Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, I am led to ask

the question, " Why are we here ? " Yonder is one,

to my right and left are others, men mighty in the

profession of theology. Are they here to listen to

some gi*eat discussion upon the points of religion

in which they are so earnestly interested ? Is the

doctrine of Calvin to receive its last final blow ! Is

there to be some easier way suggested for them to

reach poor unfortunate sinners as the most of us

are ? I exclaim, " Nay, nay ! it is not for this

purpose !

"

As for yom-self, IVIi-. President, and those of yom-

associates in your profession who are here this even-

ing, have you come to listen to some debate upon
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International Law ? Are you here to open your ears

to the argument of some noted jurist ? Have we the

spirit of a Webster here, that in a way not known to

us laymen will make itself heard and bring out the

applause that its living owner commanded, and leave

behind the wisdom that his words expressed ? Nay,

nay ! it is not this that brings you here

!

And you business men, that leaving your offices,

your warehouses, your counting-rooms and vaults,

—

have you assembled to learn of the markets for the

morrow? Will you go hence to bull or bear the

prices of stocks on the knowledge you acquire this

night ? Nay, nay ! I repeat most emphatically, nay

!

We have among us one from my own profession,

and many others only a little below him on the

ladder of medical fame and curative skiU, but one

who is known this great land over, whose wiitings

have found their way into the offices of sixty thou-

sand and more practitioners of this country, whose

book on one class of human ills alone has been trans-

lated into many foreign languages, and is being

studied this night by many an earnest student.

Think you he is here to learn something from this

toast that would natui-aUy dwell upon the great

Boerhaave, Albert von Haller, and other noted sons of

Holland, and of that Leyden, the siege of which we had

so eloquently described to us last summer at oui-

gathering at the Hotel Kaaterskill ? No, no, gentle-

men, we are here, divines, lawyers, business men,

physicians, one and aU, for one piu-pose only, and

that is in memory to do honor to that dear old Hol-

land who, never failing in her love toward i;s, sent

us dui-ing the past year so noble a representative as

the good, grand-bearing, upright, courteous Dr. T.

H. Blom Coster, from Leyden University.
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Mr. President, a year ago, at om- annual dinner,

you listened with pleasure to the record Holland had

made in the ages past in her liberal and wise treat-

ment of all fugitives seeking her shores. That same

liberal spirit was continued ever in the investigations

in medicine. It was there human anatomy first

received recognition ; it was there surgery became a

living branch of our profession. I might relate to

you many of its early struggles— take, for instance,

the operation of opening into the stomach for the

removal of foreign bodies. But a few days ago the

papers were cireidating the report of a case that had

occiUTed in Cincinnati, where a celebrated surgeon

had made an opening into a boy's stomach for the

removal of some foreign body, and it was commented

upon as a remarkable operation, which indeed it is.

Nearly two hundred and fifty years ago, however,

a Dutch surgeon of Leyden removed from the intes-

tines of a Dutchman, by incision into his side, a knife

that had slipped from his fingers into his stomach.

The patient recovered, and his pictui'e, with that of

the sru'geon, also the knife, are to be seen in the

repository of the Anatomy School at Leyden.

Another wonderful exhibition of Dutch courage is

shown by the smith at Amsterdam, Jean le Dot, who
in the seventeenth century cut himself in the median

line above the pubic bone, and took out of his bladder

a stone as large as a hen's egg. The stone, the knife,

and the man's portrait may be seen this day in the

Museima at Leyden. From this operation, so boldly

performed, has developed one of the most successful

of modern operations for the removal of large stones

from the bladder.

I hold in my hand a volume, pubhshed in Amster-

dam in 1672, on the examination of the human urine,



158

which contains some very remarkable statements,

many of which are exceedingly truthful.

(Here followed several quotations.)

Gentlemen, I must stop or I shall weary you, or

perhaps I might run on into a medical lecture—but

the remark of my old friend, the colored preacher of

Blaekville, rings in my ears. After he had dehvered

a very serious sermon to his congregation on their

many sins, he closed by saying: "Brethren, I am
very much impressed with this subject ; I have a

personal interest in it. The fat?t is, I can preach more

wisdom in three minutes than I can practice in three

years."

Finally, gentlemen, the replies to toasts are very

much like Mr. Lincoln's story of his young physician.

Mr. Lincoln became very much interested in a young

doctor who had located in his town, and at last con-

cluded to employ him in treating a member of his

own family. At the evening call, the yomig man
prescribed a dose of pills to act upon the Uver and

bowels. Meeting Mr. Lincoln on his way to his office

the next morning, the doctor anxiously inquired as

to the action of the medicine, and was told, " Splen-

didly, some thirty times." " Dear me !
" exclaimed

the doctor, " I must hurry to the house or the patient

will die." Mr. Lincoln restrained him, calmly saying,

" Doctor, don't worry, twenty-nine times was wind."

Hon. A. T. Clearwater, District Attorney of

Ulster Cormty, responded to " The Dutch Governors

of New-York."
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SPEECH

HON. A. T. CLEARWATER.

WHEN I was invited by the accomplished vocal-

ist who devotes the time he spares from the

study of music to dischargiug the duties imposed by

our Constitution upon the Secretary of this Society

to respond to this toast, I was at a loss to determine

whether the invitation was extended because I hap-

pened to be the Vice-President for the original Dutch

settlement which was the first capital of the State

under the Constitution, or by way of a bribe to in-

ducemeto learn the Dutch song which accompanied it.

Having heard you sing the song, I now know the

invitation was meant only as a bribe, and am con-

soled solely by the reflection that you could not

possibly have sung it any worse even without my
assistance.

An Enghshman, sailing under the Dutch flag in

search of a north-west passage to the Indies, entered

the spacious harbor of New-York, explored themighty
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river wMcli bears his name, and reported his discov-

coveries to those merchant princes of Holland, the

directors of the Dutch West India Company.

With the unerring sagacity of Dutchmen, they

gi'asped the opportunity fortune had thus presented,

and subsequently dispatched Peter Minuit, the first

Dutch Governor of New-York, to rule in theii* name

over this new empire in the West.

On the 6th of May, 1626, Minuit, with the sturdy

honesty of his race, concluded a fair bargain with

the Indian sachems for Manhattan Island, and paid

them with a choice collection of glass beads, brass

buttons, and looking-glasses of the aggregate value

of sixty Dutch guilders, or a trifle less than the price

of three of the tickets for this dinner.

The honesty as well as the diplomacy of this

action was in striking contrast with that of the pro-

genitors of the members of the New England Society

who had colonized lands in the vicinity of Massachu-

setts Bay.

Foreseeing, as it were, the great commercial futui'e

of Manhattan, Minuit immediately built a warehouse

of stone, covered it with a roof of thatched reeds,

hoisted the flag of the Dutch West India Company,

and began trade. This building, though sadly desti-

tute of the Gothic-Elizabethan and Neo-Jacobean

architectural refinements of its successors, contained

better Dutch rum than is sold imder the broad seal

of yoiu" excise commissioners to-night.

Minuit was succeeded by the invincible Wouter

Van TwiUer who, true to the enlightened policy of

the Dutch, brought with him to Nieuw Amsterdam a

clergyman and a school-master. The minister, Domi-

nie Bogardus, married that charming Dutch woman.
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Anetje Jans, whose descendants are still among ns

in the full enjoyment of their legacy of great ex-

pectations.

Thus the two first Dutch Governors of New-York

founded its commerce, its churches, and its common

schools, and gave the first impetus to that spirit of

speculation which enables the horns of its BuUs and

the paws of its Bears to make sad havoc with the

soft fleece of its Lambs.

WiUem Kieft came out as the successor of Van

Twiller. Following the example of Minuit, he bought

Long Island of the Indians, and paid for it in the

bead and button currency of the day. The pestifer-

ous English came down from the valley of the Con-

necticut to dispute his rights of ownership, claiming

that land belonged to all men alike. Kieft, fiUed

with a profound contempt for this doctrinaire no-

tion, issued his warrant, and summarily arresting

the whole invading colony, speedily stamped out the

first " George " movement on this continent.

He built a commodious church at the request of

Dominie Bogardus, and established the fu'st marine

telegraph by planting a high pole on the eastern head-

land of the Narrows, on which a flag was hoisted

whenever a vessel appeared in the lower bay.

Empowered by the Dutch West India Company

to fix the number of his council, he appointed Doctor

de la Montagnie, a distmguished Huguenot ; and re-

alizing the importance of always having a majority in

the council chamber, with remarkable prudence he

gave one vote to the doctor and reserved two for

himseK.

He was succeeded by Stuyvesant, the greatest,

wisest, and last of the Directors General of the Dutch

21
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West India Company. The son of a clergyman in

Friesland, he had a taste for war. "A proud, schol-

arly-looking man, he bore himself with the air of a

prince, and was always faultlessly di'essed after the

most approved European standard. He had been

Governor of Cm-a^ao, of which the Dutch West India

Company had despoiled Spain, and had lost a leg in an

attack upon St. Martin, then held by Portugal. He
insisted upon the education of every child in the

colony, and urged that all youths be instructed, not

only in reading and writing, but in the knowledge

and fear of God." He waged successful warfare upon

the Indians, and concluded advantageous treaties of

peace. He was an admii-able exponent of the liberal

commercial policy of the Dutch, and of their great

latitude in matters of rehgious faith, and there was

a symmetry and manliness in his career that has

captivated the imagination and won the approval of

the best of men.

Such, briefly, were the Dutch Governors of New-

York, who, unfortunately for their fame, are princi-

pally known to the world through the burlesque and

caricature of Irving.

" Two generations," said that prince of after-dinner

speakers, Chauncey M. Depew, at the semi-centennial

anniversary of the St. Nicholas Society, " two gener-

ations have been laughing at a marionette whose

antics have concealed the most important figui'e in

the preservation of civil and reUgious liberty," and

this statement is no exaggeration of the truth.

The Dutch Governors of New-York encouraged

that spirit of liberality which afterward made it the

refuge of the oppressed of every race and of every

faith.
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Massacliusetts frowned upon the Cavalier ; Ehode

Island regarded the Catholic with distrust ; the Puri-

tan was looked upon with disdain in Virginia, and

the Huguenot made unwelcome in Maryland. But,

in New-York, under the broad polity of the Dutch,

Pmitan and Cavalier, Cathohc, Huguenot, and

Hebrew, were aU welcomed, and worshiped God

each after his own fashion, with none to molest or

make them afraid.

And, now, gentlemen, let me close this trifling

tribute to the memory of the Dutch Governors of the

State by assuring you, that although The Holland

Society has never contributed a Dutch Governor to

New-York, it proposes to contribute a Dutch Presi-

dent to the United States.

The toast, " The Dutch Founders of America," was

responded to by Tunis G. Bergen, of Brooklyn.



SPEECH

TUNIS G. BEEGEN.

Mr. President and Dutchmen

:

IT is evident that the Dutch have taken Holland

again. That glorious fact shines through all the

toasts thus far. But how much Holland the Dutch

have taken it is impossible to say. It looks too much
like water.

Making my debut, as it were, among the debris,

with the crumbs of brUliant speeches all about me,

I am somewhat disconcerted. I dare not quote the

old stories again. For the chestnut tree does not

grow in Holland. Tulips are all that is left me.

But that the Dutch founded America is no chest-

nut,— at least, if you believe the ordinary school

history usually wi-itten by a Yankee. On those pages

you wiU generally find in abundance the gaudy

flowers of Puritan boasts of the number of times the

164
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Yankees founded America. They generally treat

the Cavaliers of Virginia with cold scorn
;

pass

hastily over Penn and the Quakers; serve up the

French with calm derision, and dismiss the Spaniards

with contempt. Of the Dutch, they generally say

they were a simple people who accidentally got hold

of some good lands in America, and then obstinately

sat down and held on to them against all the Yankee

protests.

In fact, the number of times the Yankees tried, by

hook or by crook, to take possession of the New
Netherlands, or part of those lands, would fill a good-

sized volume.

The only way they ever did get a foothold here

was by intruding upon us in swarms as fugitives

from theu" own barren shores, and by sheer force of

nimibers marrying the Dutch daughters—and theu

administering upon their estates.

But, more seriously, Mr. President, the Dutch

brought to Amei'ica some of the elements of our

country's greatness and security, which no other

people were able to bring.

In an age when nations were governed, more or

less, with political tyi'anny, and the masses of their

people were bound in ignorance, and the most

intelligent of them steeped in religious intolerance

and fanaticism, the Dutch alone, of all America's

colonists, brought with them from their fatherland

the principles of constitutional Uberty, pubhc educa-

tion, and religious freedom. The germs which they

planted here have gi-owu to become the greatest

timbers which support om- Eepublic.

Think of the country the Dutch founders of Amer-

ica came from ! The world knows part of its history
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now by heart. What nature denied them they made

for themselves and only thanked their spades for a

soil. What the gi-eatest powers on earth refused

them they fought for, and carved out their Uberty

with a sword. The canvas of their ships was only

rivaled in fame by the canvas of their paintings.

Where nearly every peasant could read, the land had

scarcely a pauper or a fop.

The earners of the world, the treasurers of Europe,

the bankers of nations, they were the originators of

modern free political constitutions, and founded

colonies more in the spirit of commonwealths than

of traders' stations. To-day, the Indies of the Dutch,

in theu" government of the natives, are almost as

unlike the India of the EngUsh as the rule of our

President is unlike that of the Czar.

After thirty, forty, nay fifty years of battUng for

their rights against the powers of Europe, there came

a truce. It seemed to be a time well earned for rest.

But, right in the beginning of that lull in the storm

of war, the Dutch ships anchored off Manhattan.

The desu-e to enlarge their opportunities, and at the

same time to secm-e a stronghold as against Spain,

fiUed their ships with settlers and materials.

Patriotism and commerce united in giving the

impetus to the Dutch founders of America.

Think of them for a moment ! They were the only

settlers of America who brought a republic with

them. They were not fugitives ; they were settlers,

statesmen, merchants, ship-builders. They came not

for refuge ; they came for enterprise. The Spaniards

came for gold, the Fountain of Youth, and El

Dorado ; the French for glory and conquest. The

Puritans came simply to reproduce a sect ; they were
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fugitives ; they fled from one religious tyranny to

find a place where they could set up another.

The Dutch landed on these shores, with their

goods and weapons, their books, then* Bibles, ahnost

as heavy as their muskets, with massive lids and

heavy clasps ready for defense, theu" free constitu-

tions, theii' public education and their religious

tolerance.

The school-master and the minister disembarked

with the farmer, the merchant, and the soldier.

Twenty years after the Dutch landed on Manhat-

tan there were people of nearly twenty different

nationalities in the New Netherlands, and so many
different forms of religious worshij), that a Puritan

divine said, "It was a nest of foul bu'ds"; and

another Piu'itan divine anathematized New Nether-

lands as " The harbor for all heresies."

You see. New-York was always a cosmopohtan

city.

But one of the most notable facts in the history of

the Dutch founders of America was the smaUuess of

theu" numbers. We think much of our ancestors, the

Dutch founders of America; but do any of you

know how many they were ? It may astonish some

of you to know that in aU the period of Dutch occu-

pation of the New Netherlands, the population con-

sisted of only about two hundred and fifty families.

The whole province under Dutch rule contained

only about seven thousand people, while, in the same

time, the population of New England swelled up to

one hundred and twenty thousand.

But the achievements of Holland were always

gained by the quality of her people, not by their

numbers. If, when you consider England to-day
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with her colonies, one Englishman rules over three

natives of India and the Isles, and rules despotically

too, you also consider little Holland and her colonies,

you wiU find that even to-day one Dutchman guides

the destinies of six natives of the tropics and the

Southern Seas.

We are small in numbers. This Association,

probably, represents aU the families of the Dutch

founders; so that we are not only united by ties

of good fellowship, but of kinship as weU. In fact,

I suppose we are aU cousins.

The Dutch are few, it is true. They had only one

WiUiam the Silent ; but the world has produced no

other. That Dutchman is without a peer.

Descendants of the Dutch, who fought with

WUliam of Orange ! we look upon his sword, as I

take it in my hands to-night, with reverent feelings.

Let us hold fast that blade, which was never suUied

with a spot of dishonor ; whose every inch is true

;

whose edge is the terror of tyranny ; whose sheen is

the halo of patriotism ; whose hilt was gi-asped by

the grandest hero of modern times, and lay its naked

steel upon our hearts, and sivear that the vii-tues of

the Dutch founders of America shall not die out in

our RepubUc

!

After the foregoing toasts were responded to, Mr.

John R. Planten, Consul-General of the Netherlands

in New-York, offered greetings from the Fatherland,

in the following words

:
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extol and pui'pose to place ou historic record, so

that we of to-day raay learn to know more fully, and

the generations to foUow shall keep aglow, the ven-

eration which we pride to leave them as ancestral

heii'loom, which it is alike oui- duty and privilege

not to alloiv longer to remain buried, but to set them

out boldly, serving as beacon light to guide, encour-

age, and direct the future, for verily oui" fore-

fathers

—

" Builded better than they knew

;

Their little sprout to greatness grew."

One of Holland's poets describes an event of im-

portance that took place three hundi'ed years ago in

its history thus

:

" Europe, astounded, saw the marvel rise

;

This land of marshes, where the river sank

Into the soil, and the low surface lay

Beneath the ocean's bosom ; saw it rise i.

And wax to greatness, till it claimed a rank

Among her proudest and her fairest realms
;

A very jewel sparkling in her Crown !

"

I hold these words of old were also prophetic and

fully applicable to what Holland has done for these

United States ; for has not this country astounded

all Em'ope, yea, aU the globe, by its wonderful prog-

ress, developing wild lands of the past into fertile

fields, thus becoming the granary, as it were, of the

world, offering a home to millions of people, in ma-

terial growth expanded, till by its vastness it com-

mands the admii-ationof humanity, ranking it among

the proudest and fairest realms of earth ; whUe the

New-York of to-day— the New Amsterdam of old

—

is the very jewel sparkling in the diadem of these

United States?
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What more fitting, therefore, than that your Society

should place on record in history the fuU truth of

what the Holland element of the past contributed to

these gi-and results, thus fixing the memories of past

events to the glorious outcome of the present. And,

whUe you welcome all nationalities, the commingling

of which helped to educate and enhghten, making us

conscious that, united as we are under this govern-

ment,
" We are linked to one another,

And are bound by mutual ties,"

yet may we not hope that

"New-York's pride shall ever be

In its HoUand ancestry "

from whom these words of praise seem to reecho to

us to-night

:

" Of you, descendants, we are proud,

True heirs of freedom's glorious dower
;

For never has your knee been bowed
In homage to a mortal power " 1
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The walls of the large dining-hall ofthe Hotel Bruns-

wick were elaborately and beautifully decorated with

pictures, Delft ware, and bric-a-brac.

Among the pictui'es were a large painting, " Near

the Hague," and a smaller work, " WiUows at Dor-

drecht," both by Robert W. Van Boskerck, member

of The Holland Society, the former representing a

large Dutch windmiU by a stream, with a very fine

cloudy sky.

Mr. Van Boskerck also loaned for the occasion two

old Dutch bed-quilts, of white pattern on a dark-blue

ground. The quilts were prominent features of the

decorations, being hung from a chandelier over the

President's chair. Mr. Van Boskerck also loaned a

lot of fine old Delft plates, jars, etc., and a photo-

graph of Rembrandt's "Anatomy Lesson."

Mr. Kruseman Van Elten kindly loaned his large

picture, " The Heart of Holland," and two of his fine

etchings, both Dutch subjects.

From Mr. William M. Chase were two pastel draw-

ings, and from Mr. F. Hopkinson Smith two water-

color paintings.

To Mr. Smith we were also indebted for a number

of old porcelain and copper mugs, a warming-pan,

two sconces, a copper vessel for holding water, one

of the Dutch mUk-cans which were placed on the

table, and some fine Delft plates.

From Mr. George G. De Witt, Jr., we had the fol-

lowing interesting pictures, etc. : two oU-portraits of

fine quaUty, in antique carved black frames ; engrav-

ings of J. De Witt and Admiral Van Tromp
;
photo-

graph of head, by Denner ; brass milk-cans ; a

number of large porcelain mugs with silver tops,
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which, hung with those loaned by Mr. Smith, on rows

of pegs, were an effective part of the decorations.

We are indebted to the following gentlemen for the

loan of valuable pictures

:

From Mr. Wm. De Groot, a portrait from life of

Chancellor Livingston, presented by the Chancellor

himself to a friend.

From Mr. A. G. Bogert, a painting by Tait of the

Bogert Homestead, at Englewood, N. J.

From Dr. D. B. St. John Roosa, his great-grand-

father's commission.

From Mr. Herman W. Vander Poel, a very fine

painting, by H. Ten Kate of the Hague, of Peter

Cornehssen Hooft (1581-1647), the celebrated Dutch

di'amatist, historian, and poet, reciting to his friends.

Messrs. Knoedler & Co. very kindly loaned for the

occasion to Mr. Van Boskerck, five water-color

paintings and one oU-painting, by the modern Dutch

artists, Israels, Ai-tz, Mauve, and Ter Meulen.

The members of the Dutch school of painting

to-day, though few in numbers, occupy a very promi-

nent position in the art world, combining in their

works fine sentiment, truthful color, and the most

artistic treatment.

To Mr. Wm. M. Hoes we are indebted for the loan

of two large frames of Dutch tUes.

Mr. Charles Y. Turner's "Etching of a Head by

Rembrandt," a very striking piece of reproductive

etching, was a noticeable work.

From Chas. W. Vanderhoof, of the Dinner Com-

mittee, a charcoal drawing of the Old Dutch Church

at Sleepy Hollow ; and a water-color painting, by

Chas. H. Piatt, of some Dutch river-boats.
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Stephen Melancthon Osteandek,
OF BROOKLYN.

James Westek\'elt Quackenbush,
OP HACKENSACK.

John D. Van Buren,
OP NEWBURGH.

David Van Nostrand,

OP NEW-YORK.

Bartow White Van Voorhis,

OP NEW-YORK.

John Van Vorst, M. D.,

OP JERSEY CITY.

John Thurman Van Wyck,
OF NEW-TORK.

Theodoric Romeyn Westbrook,
OF KINGSTON.

Augustus W. Wynkoop,
OF KINDEBHOOK.



THE HOLLAND SOCIETY.

OFFICERS.

1886-1887.

President.

Hooper C. Van Vorst.
President's address, .... County Court House, New-York.

Vice-Presidents.

new-tore oitt.

Robert Barnwell Roosevelt.

BROOKLYN, N. T.

Adrian Van Sinderen.

jersey city.

Theodore Romeyn Varick, M. D.

albany, n. y.

Albert Vander Veer, M. D.

kinoston, n. y.

Alphonso Trumpbour Clearwater.

kinderhook, n. y.

Aaron J. Vanderpoel.

rockland county, n. y

Garret Van Nostrand.

westchester county, n. y.

Rev. Charles Knapp Clearwater.

catskill, n. y.

Rev. Evert van Slyke, D. D.

SCHENECTADY, N. Y.

James Albert Van Voast.

amsterdam, n. t.

Walter L. Van Denbergh.
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newtown, l. i.

John E. Van Nostrand.

NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J.

Rev. William Hoffman Ten Eyck, D. D.

berqen county, n. j.

George Frederick Schermerhorn.

passaic county, n. j.

Martin John Ryerson.

cobleskill, n. y.

John Van Schaick.

Secretary.

George "West Van Siclen.

Secretary's address, 146 Broadway, New-York.

Treasurer.

Abraham Van Santvoord.

Treasurer's address 55 Broadway, New-Yoik.

COMMITTEES.

Committee on Finance.

George G. De Witt, Jr.

George W. Van Slyck.

William M. Hoes.

Committee on Genealogy.

George M. Van Hoesen.

Aaron J. Vanderpoel.

Philip Van Volkenburgh, Jr.

Committee on History and Tradition.

The Rev. Dr. van Dyke, Jr.

Robert B. Roosevelt.

Lucas L. Van Allen.
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TRUSTEES.

Term expires in 1887.

The Rev. Dr. van Dyke, Je.

G-EOEGE M. Van Hoesen.

Philip Van Volkenbuegh, Je.

Edgae B. Van Winkle.

Fred. J. De Peyster.

Term expires in 1888.

W. A. Ogden Hegeman.

Herman W. Vander Poel.

George W. Van Siclen.

Benjamin F. Vosbuegh, M. D.

Jacob "Wendell.

Term expires in 1889.

Geoege G. De Witt, Jr.

Robeet B. Roosevelt.

Lucas L. Van Allen.

Aaeon J. Vanderpoel.

Henry S. Van Duzer.

Term expires in 1890.

William M. Hoes.

Abrahaji Van Santvooed.

George W. Van Slyck.

Hooper C. Van Vorst.

Alexander T. Van Nest.
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MEMBERS OF THE HOLLAND SOCIETY.

May 20tli, 1887.

The Holland Society of New-York is composed of gentle-

men who are descended in the male line from Datchmen

who settled in America before A. D. 1675.

This includes descendants of other former nationalities

whose ancestors had found refuge and a home in Holland,

and who came here speaking Dutch as their native tongue.

Newton Amerman New-York City.

Cornelius Vreeland Banta " "

John Banta " "

Theodore Melvin Banta " "

Thojias Francis Bayard Washington, D. C.

Gerard Beekman New-York City.

Henry M. T. Beekman Jersey City, N. J.

Henry Rutger Beekman New-York City.

J. William Beekman " "

John Woodhull Beekman Perth Amboy, N. J.

Tunis G. Bergen Brooklyn, N. Y.

Van Brunt Bergen Bay Ridge, L. I.

Rev. Cornelius Ryckman Blauvelt .... Nyack, N. Y.

David J. Blauvelt " "

James Henry Blauvelt " "

Abrahajni Bogardus New-York City.

John Bogart " "

Albert Gilliam Bogert " "

Charles Edmund Bogert "
"

StephenVan Rensselaer Bogert, M.D.New Brighton, S. I.

Henry Lienau Booraem Jersey City, N. J.

John Van Vorst Booraem Brooklyn, N. Y.

Louis Vacher Booraem Jersey City, N. J.

Rev. Sylvester Daley Boorom, »
. Horseheads, N. Y.

Chaplain U. S. N )

James Renwick Brevoort Yonkers, N. Y.
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Van Wtck Brinckerhoff New-York City.

George H. Brouwer "
"

Theophilus Anthony Brouwer .... " "

Abraham Thew Hltnter Brower Chicago, 111.

Bloomfield Brower New-York City.

Charles De Hart Brower " "

John Lefoy Brower " "

Ogden Brower "
"

"William Leverich Brower "
"

Augustus H. Brutn Kingston, N. Y.

Charles Burhans " "

Alphonso Trumpbour Clearwater ... " "

Eev. Charles Knapp Clearwater . . . Mt. Vernon, N. Y.

Rev. David Cole, D. D Yonkers, N. Y.

Frank Bruen Conover Freehold, N. J.

James Claeence Conover "
"

John Baericlo Conover " "

LawrenceVan Voorhees Cortelyou. Poughkeepsie, N. Y.

Charles Tiebout Cowenhoven . . New Branswick, N. J.

Sajiuel Decker Coykendall Rondout, N. Y.

George Latham Crum New-York City.

Cornelius C. Cuyler " "

Rev. Theodore Ledyard Cuyler, D. D. . Brooklyn, N. Y.

THOJLis De Witt Cuyler Philadelphia, Pa.

Henry Peek De Graaf New-York City.

Alfred De Graff Fonda, N. Y.

Alfred de Groot Port Richmond, S. I.

Williaji de Groot New-York City.

George Francis Dejlarest " "

Sidney De Kay New Brighton, N. Y.

Chauncey Mitchell Depew New-York City.

Edgar de Peyster "
"

Frederic J. de Peyster " "

John Watts de Peyster " "

Abraham Van Dyck De Witt Albany, N. Y.

Alfred De Witt New-York City.

George Gosman De Witt Nyack, N. Y.

George G. De Witt, Jr New-York City.

Henry Clinton De Witt " "

Jerome De Witt Binghamton, N. Y.

John Evert De Witt Portland, Me.

Peter De Witt New-York City.

Richard Varick De Witt Albany, N. Y.



181

Thomas Dunkin De Witt Pelham Manor, N. Y.

William Cantine De Witt Brooklyn, N. Y.

William G. De Witt New-York City.

moeris h. dillenbeck " "

Abram Douwe Ditmabs " "

Edward Wilson Ditmars " "

Charles Gibbgns Douw Poughkeepsie, N. Y.

Elijah Du Bois Kingston, N. Y.
Eugene Du Bois West New Brighton, N. Y.
Cornelius J. Dumond, M, D New-York City.

Rev. Joseph Rankin Duryee, D. D. . . . " "

Rev. William Rankin Duryee, D. D. . . Jersey City, N. J.

Peter Q. Eckerson New-York City.

Irving Eltestg Poughkeepsie, N. Y.

Edward Elsworth " "

Douw Henry Fonda Albany, N. Y.

Robert Livingston Fryer Buifalo, N. Y.

William John Fryer, Jr New-York City.

Ogden Goelet " "

Robert Goelet " "

Edward Anson Groesbeck Albany, N. Y.

Augustus A. Hardenbergh Jersey City, N. J.

Ferdinand Hasbrouck, M. D New-York City.

Frank Hasbrouck Poughkeepsie, N. Y.

John Cornelius Hasbrouck New-York City.

Joseph Perot Hegeman Pittsburgh, Pa.

W. A. Ogden Hegeman New-York City.

Pierre Clute Hoag, M. D " "

Pierre Van Buren Hoes Kinderhook, N. Y.

Rev. RoswELL Randall Hoes,
\ Kingston, N. Y.

Chaplain U.S.N.

William Myers Hoes New-York City.

John Hopper Paterson, N. J.

Robert Imlay Hopper " "

David Harrison Houghtaling Brooklyn, N. Y.

Jacob Warren Hoysradt Hudson, N. Y.

ILvRMANUS Barkaloo Hubbard Brookljm, N. Y.

Rev. George Duryee Hulst " "

Henry Hun Albany, N. Y.

Leonard Gansevoort Hun " "

Marcus Tullius Hun " "

Thomas Hun " "

Arthur Middleton Jacobus, M. D. . . . New-York City.
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Richard Mentor Jacobus New-York City.

Rev. John Nathaniel Jansen Newai-k, N. J.

Jereiviiah Johnson, Jr New-York City.

Henry Keteltas " "

Clarence Van Steenburgh Kip .... " "

George Goelet Kip " "

Ira Andruss Kip " "

Leonard Kip Albany, N. Y.

Edgar Knickerbocker New-York City.

Abraham Lansing Albany, N. Y.

Charles B. Lansing " "

Edward Yates Lansing " "

John Lansing Watertown, N. Y.

John Townsend Lansing Albany, N. Y.

Joseph Alexander Lansing " "

Charles Casper Lodewick Greenbush, N. Y.

Abrahaji Lott Brooklyn, N. Y.

Charles Edward Lydecker New-York City.

WiLLARD Charles Marselius, M. D. . . . Albany, N. Y.

John Marsellus Syracuse, N. Y.

Peyton F. Miller Albany, N. Y.

Theodore Miller " "

WiLLiAJi Henry Montanye New-York City.

John Jacob Morris Paterson, N. J.

Robert Sylvester Morris, M. D New-York City.

Barent Aaron Mynderse, M. D. . . . Schenectady, N. Y.

Wilhelmus Mynderse New-York City.

John Lott Nostrand Brooklyn, N. Y.

Andrew Joseph Onderdonk New-York City.

William Minne Onderdonk " "

John Webster Oothout Rochester, N. Y.

Howard Osterhoudt Kingston, N. Y.

Stephen Melancthon Ostrander* . . . Brooklyn, N. Y.

John Paul Paulison New-York City.

Archibald Maclay Pentz " "

Abraham Polhemus " "

Henry Ditmas Polhemus Brooklyn, N. Y.

Henry M. Polhemus New-York City.

Rev. Isaac Heyer Polhehrts " "

James Suydam Polhemus " "

John Moffat Provoost Buffalo, N. Y.

Isaac Pruyn Catskill, N. Y.

John Van Schaick Lansing Pruyn . . . Albany, N. Y.
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Peter Van Schaack Pruyn, M. D. . . Kinderhook, N. Y.

Robert Clarence Prfyn Albany, N. Y.
ABRAHA3I Quackenbush New-York City.

Abraham C. Quackenbush " "

James Westervelt Quackenbush* . . Hackensack, N. J.

John Quackenbush Mahwah, N. J.

Augustus Rapelye New-York City.

Cornelius Rapelye Astoria, N. Y.
John Hancock Riker New-York City.

John J. Riker " "

John Lawrence Riker " "

Dantel Bennett St. John Roosa, M. D. . " "

Charles Henry Roose\t;lt ''
"

Cornelius Van Schaick Roosevelt . South Orange, N. J.

Frederick Roosevelt New-York City.

Henry Everitt Roosevelt " "

Nicholas Latrobe Roosevelt " "

Robert Barnwell Roosevelt " "

Robert Barnwell Roosevelt, Jr. ... " "

Hyiman Rosa, M. D Kingston, N. Y.
Andrew Zabriskie Ryerson .... Bloomingdale, N. J.

Arthur Ryerson Chicago, 111.

Martin John Ryerson Bloomingdale, N. J.

Robert Colfax Ryerson . Caldwell, N. J.

William Falls Ryerson Newark, N. J.

Edward Schenck New-York City.

Rev. Ferdinand Schureman Schenck . Montgomery, N. Y.

Henry Jacob Schenck New-York City.

George Frederick Schermerhorn . . . Rutherford, N. J.

Jacob Maus Schermerhorn, Jr Syracuse, N. Y.

Simon J. Schermerhorn Schenectady, N. Y.

Adrian Onderdonk Schoonmaker .... New-York City.

Augustus Schoonmaker Kingston, N. Y.

Capt. Cornelius Marius Schoonmaker,
( ^^ ^^

!U.S.N
Frederick William Schoonmaker . . . New-York City.

George Beeeman Schoonmaker .... " "

Lucas Elmendorf Schoonmaker .... " "

William Davis Schoonmaker " "

Arent Henry Schuyler " "

Garret Lansing Schuyler " "

George Washington Schuyler Ithaca, N. Y.

Montgomery Roosevelt Schuyler . . . New-York City.
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HiEAJi Edward Sickels Albany, N. Y.

Allen Lee Smidt New-York City.

John William Somarindyck Glen Cove, L. I.

John Henry Starin New-York City.

Thomas Storm " "

Walton Storm " "

General William Scudder Stryker . . . Trenton, N. J.

Wm. H. H. Stryker Paterson, N. J.

Henry Stuyvesant New-York City.

John Reade Stuyvesant . . Tapley, Osborne Co., Kansas.

Peter J. Stuy\'esant New-York City.

Charles Crooke Suydam Elizabeth, N. J.

James Suydam New-York City.

Rev. J. Howard Suydam, D. D Jersey City, N. J.

John Fine Suydasi New-York City.

John Richard Suydam Sayville, L. I.

Lambert Suydam New-York City.

John Livingston Swits Schenectady, N. Y.

Frederick D. Tappen New-York City.

Clinton Ten Eyck Albany, N. Y.

Jacob H. Ten Eyck " "

Jajies Ten Eyck " "

Sandford Rowe Ten Eyck New-York City.

Stephen Vedder Ten Eyck, M. D. . . . " "

Re^. WiLLLm Hoffman Ten Eyck,
j
^^^ Brunswick, N. J.

Rev. Edward Payson Terhune, D. D. . . Brooklyn, N. Y.

Charles Henry Truax New-York City.

Chauncey Shaffer Truax " "

Garret Adam Van Allen Albany, N. Y.

Lucas L. Van Allen New-York City.

Andrew Van Alstyne Chatham Centre, N. Y.

William Van Alstyne New-York City.

Cornelius Henry Van Antwerp Albany, N. Y.

John Henry Van Antwerp " "

William Meadon Van Antwerp " "

William James Van Arsdale New-York City.

Edwin Electus Van Auken " "

Eugene Van Benschoten '
. . " "

Samuel Van Benschoten " "

Clarence Romney van Benthuysen ... " "

Charles H. van Benthuysen Albany, N. Y.

Frederick T. Van Beuren New-York City.
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Henry Spingler Van Beuren New-York City.

G-EORGE Green Van Blarcom Nyack, N. Y.

Jacob Craig Van Blarcom St. Louis, Mo.

Robert Ward Van Boskerck New-York City.

Arthur Hoffman Van Brunt " "

Cornelius Van Brunt " "

John Holjies Van Brunt Bay Ridge, N. Y.

John Dash Van Buren Newburgh, N. Y.

John D. Van Buren * " "

John R. Van Buskirk New-York City.

George Van Campen Olean, N. Y.

John Couwenhoven Van Cleaf New-York City.

Augustus Van Cleef " "

Garrett Van Cleef " "

Rev. Paul Duryea Van Cleef, D. D. . . Jersey City, N. J.

Alexander Hamilton Van Cott .... New-York City.

Cornelius Van Cott " "

Joshua Marsden Van Cott " "

Lincoln Van Cott Brooklyn, N. Y.

George Ohlen Van De Bogert New-York City.

Giles Yates Van De Bogert .... Schenectady, N. Y.

Walter L. Van Denbergh Amsterdam, N. Y.

Frank I. Van Der Beek Jersey City, N. J.

Isaac I. Van Der Beek " " "

Isaac Paiilis Van Der Beek " " "

Charles Albert Vanderhoof New-York City.

Elisha W. Vanderhoof "
"

Aaron J. Vanderpoel "
"

Augustus H. Vanderpoel " "

Herman Wendell Vander Poel .... " "

John Vander Poel, M. D " "

Samuel Oakley Vander Poel, M. D. . . " "

Waldron Burritt Vanderpoel, M. D. . " "

Albert Vander Veer, M. D Albany, N. Y.

Benjamin Beekman Van Derveer . . . New-York City.

David Augustus Vander Veer .... Manalapan, N. J.

Rev. David Newlands Vanderveer, D. D. Brooklyn, N. Y.

Frank Fillmore Van Derveer New-Yoi-k City.

John Reeve Van Derveer " "

Lawrence Van Derveer Rocky HiU, N. J.

Peter Labagh Vander Veer . . . Santa Fe, California.

William Ledyard Vandervoort .... New-York City.

Charles Henry Van Deventer "
"
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Rev. John Cornelius Van Deventer . . . Nyack, N. Y.

Rev. George Roe Van Der Water . . . Brooklyn, N. Y.

John Walker Van Dewater New-York City.

P. A. V. VAN DoREN Newark, N. J.

Abram Bovee Van Dusen New-York City.

Henry Sayre Van Duzer "
"

Selah Reeve Van Duzer Newburgh, N. Y.

Selah Van Duzer New-York City.

Henry H. Van Dyck "
"

The Rev. Henry Jackson van Dyke, Sr., )
gj.oo]jiyjj jj y

The Rev. Henry Jackson van Dyke, Jr., ^ -^^^ york Citv
D. D ) "

^'

Thomas Kittera van Dyke Lewisburgh, Pa.

Amos Van Etten Port Jervis, N. Y.

Edgar Van Etten " " "

Louis Bevier Van Gaasbeek Kingston, N. Y.

Theodore Van Wyck Van Heusen . . . Albany, N. Y.

George M. Van Hoesen New-York City.

John Williaji Van Hoesen " "

Henry Van Hoevenbergh, M. D Kingston, N. Y.

Francis Charles Van Horn Dedham.Mass.

Stephen Van Alen Van Horne New-York City.

Eugene Van Loan Philadelphia, Pa.

Edward Van Ness New-York City.

Francis Van Ness Kinderhook, N. Y.

Russell Van Ness New-York City.

Alexander T. Van Nest " "

George Willett Van Nest " "

Warner Van Norden " "

George Miller Van Nort " "

David Van Nostrand* " "

Garret Van Nostrand Nyack, N. Y.

John Everitt Van Nostrand New-York City.

Marshall R. Van Nostrand Elizabeth, N. J.

Seymour Van Nostrand " "

Edward Van Orden New-York City.

Henry De Witt Van Orden " "

William Van Orden Catskill, N. Y.

Gilbert Sutphen Van Pelt New-York City.

Kiliaen Van Rensselaer " "

John Van Rensselaer Washington, D. C.

Rev. Maunsell Van Rensselaer, D. D., » -vt v k C't
LL. D }

^^' ^^ '^y-
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Cornelius Van Riper, M. D Passaic, N. J.

Abraham Van Santvoord New-York City.

Richard Van Santvoord, M. D " "

Samuel McCutcheon Van Santvoord . . Albany, N. Y.

Henry Van Schaick New-York City.

Jenkins Van Schaick " "

John Van Schaick Cobleskill, N. Y.

Ferdinand Van Siclen Brooklyn, N. Y.

George West Van Siclen New-York City.

Adrian Van Sinderen Brooklyn, N. Y.

Alvan Howard Van Sinderen " "

W. Leslie Van Sinderen " "

Andrew Webster Van Slyck, M. D. . . Coxsackie, N. Y.

George Whitfield Van Slyck New-York City.

Nicholas Van Slyck Providence, R. I.

William Henry Van Slyck . . • ... New-York City.

Rev. Evert van Slyke, D. D CatsMll, N. Y.

George W. Van Slyke Albany, N. Y.

Rev. John Garnsey van Slyke, D. D . . . Kingston, N. Y.

B. Miller Van Syckel, M. D New-York City.

Bennett Van Syckel . • Trenton, N. J.

James Monroe Van Valen Hackensack, N. J.

Abraham Van Vechten Albany, N. Y.

Francis Helme Van Vechten New-York City.

Henry Clay Van Vechten "
"

Schuyler Van Vechten .... Mountain Station, N. J.

Abraham Kip Van Vleck New-York City.

Charles King Van Vleck, D. D. S. . . . Hudson, N. Y.

Frank Van Vleck Ithaca, N. Y.

Robert B. Van Vleck New-York City.

Deuse M. Van Vliet "
"

Frederick Christiaan Van Vliet, ) gj^-ewsbui-v N J
M.D )

Frederick Gilbert Van Vliet New-York City.

Purdy Van Vliet "
"

Brevet Major-General Stewart Van) Washington D C
Vliet, U. S. A f

e
'

James Albert Van Voast Schenectady, N. Y.

Philip Van Volkenburgh, Jr New-York City.

Thomas Sedgwick Van Volkenburgh . "
"

Bartow White Van Voorhis* "
"

Bartow White Van Voorhis, Jr. ... "
"

Elias William Van Voorhis "
"

John Van Voorhis Rochester, N. Y.
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Menzo Van Voorhis Rochester, N. Y.

William Walgrove Van Voorhis . . . New-York City.

Abraham A. Van Vorst Schenectady, N. Y.

Frederick Boyd Van Vorst New-York City.

Gardiner Baker Van Vorst Albany, N. Y.

Hooper Gumming Van Vorst New-York City.

John Van Vorst, M. D.* Jersey City, N. J.

Bleecker Van Wagenen New-York City.

George Van Wagenen " "

Gerrit Hubert Van Wagenen Rye, N. Y.

Hubert Van Wagenen New-York City.

John Richard Van Wagenen Oxford, N. Y.

Albert Van Wagner London, England.

Edgar Beach Van Winkle New-York City.

Rev. Isaac Van Wenkle, A. M Coldspring, N. Y.

John Albert Van Westkle Paterson, N. J,

John Waling Van Winkle .... Passaic Bridge, N. J.

Stephen Van Winkle Paterson, N. J.

James Burtis Van Woert New-York City.

John Voorhees Van Woert " "

John Voorhees Van Woert, Jr " "

Jasper Van Wormer Albany, N. Y.

John Rufus Van Wormer New-York City.

Augustus Van Wtck Brooklyn, N. Y.

Benjamin Stevens Van Wyck New-York City.

Jacob Theodorus Van Wyck " "

John Henry Van Wyck " "

John Thurman Van Wyck* " "

Robert Anderson Van Wyck " "

Stephen Van Wyck Roslyn, N. Y.
William Edward Van Wyck New-York City.

William Harrison Van Wyck, M. D. . . " "

William Van Wyck " "

George Clippinger Vaeick Jersey City, N. J.

John Barnes Varick Manchester, N. H.
John Leonard Varick New-York City.

Theodore Romeyn Varick, M. D. . . . Jersey City, N. J.

Theodore Romeyn Varick, Jr " "

Commodore Perry Vedder Elicottville, N. Y.

Maus Rosa Vedder, M. D New-York City.

Ransom Hollenback Vedder, M.D. Chatham Centre, N. Y.
Andrew Truax Veeder Schenectady, N. Y.

Haeman Wortman Veeder " "
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John D. Vermeule New-York City.

Jacob Dyckman Vebmilye " "

Theodore Chardavotne VERraLYE . Tompkinsville, N. Y.

Thomas EDWAEDVERMniYE,3d., Brick Church, Orange, N.J.

Samuel Hopkins Ver Planck Geneva, N. Y.

WiLLLAM Gordon Ver Planck New-York City.

Maurice Edward Viele Albany, N. Y.

Sheldon Thompson Viele Buffalo, N. Y.

John Barent Visscher Albany, N. Y.

Charles Holbert Voorhees . . . New Brunswick, N. J.

Daniel Wolset Voorhees Terre Haute, Ind.

JuDAH Back Voorhees Brooklyn, N. Y.

Theodore Voorhees New-York City.

WiLLARD P. Voorhees New Brunswick, N. J.

Augustus Marvin Voorhis Nyack, N. Y.

John R. Voorhis New-York City.

William Voorhis Nyack, N. Y.

Benjamin Fredenburgh Vosburgh, M. D. New-York City.

Fletcher Vosburgh Albany, N. Y.

Miles Woodward Vosburgh " "

William Vosburgh New-York City.

William H. Vredenburgh Freehold, N. J.

Garret Dorset Wall Vroom Trenton, N. J.

Capt. Peter Dumont Vroom, U. S. A. Port Davis, Texas.

Isaac Henry Vrooman Albany, N. Y.

John Wright Vrooman Herkimer, N. Y.

Burr Wendell Cazenovia, N. Y.

Benjamin Rush Wendell New-York City.

Evert Jansen Wendell "
"

Jacob Wendell "
"

Ten Eyck Wendell "
"

Theodoric Romeyn Westbrook » . . . . Kingston, N. Y.

John Cal\tn Westervelt New-York City.

Z. F. Westervelt Rochester, N. Y.

Rev. Denis Wortman, D. D Saugerties, N. Y.

George Henry Wyckofp New-York City.

Peter Wyckopp Brooklyn, N. Y.

William Forman Wyckofp "
"

Augustus W. Wynkoop * Kinderhook, N. Y.

Gerardus Hilles Wynkoop, M. D. ... New-York City.

James Davis Wynkoop "
"

* Deceased.



DESCRIPTION OF THE SEAL

THE HOLLAND SOCIETY OF NEW-YORK.

In chief, the anus of the Netherlands, a lion ram-

pant, holding in dexter paw a curved sword partly-

unsheathed and encircled with a wi-eath of laui-el of

seven leaves, showing seven states ; in sinister paw,

a bunch of seven arrows tied, also symbolical of the

unity of seven states, and supporting the hberty-

hat.

In fess sinister, the ai-ms of the city of Amsterdam

gi-anted by Count WiUiam to the city in the year

1242.

Gules a pale sable, thereon three Latin crosses in

saltire argent.

In fess point, a war ship of the period of 1609, sail-

ing west.

In dexter, the arms of the State of New-York.

In base, a tree (the device of the princes of Nassau,

and signifies that this vigoroiLS sapling derived its

glory from the parent branches), and underneath, the

motto, "Eindehjk wordt een Spruit een Boom."

Around the upper half of the seal, the title of the

Society.

The shape of the seal is similar to that of coins

used in Holland about 1574, and later, and the other

emblems are copied from coins and medals used
190
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there subsequent to the Coufederation of the seven
United Provinces of the Netherlands.

The motto rendered in Latin is " Tandem fit sur-

culus arbor," and is taken from a medal of the period

of 1605.
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