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3 31 /(l '3 Scandinavia's first "teach=in' on Viet~Nam was sponso¥ed by the
] L gl Norwegian Students' Association and was held in Oslo on April 16~17. Tk,
1 L. session consisted of a nationally televised TV debate by a number of
R ] - .. | prominent political and press spokesmen and a marathon presentation by
1 ACT ON ...". | some 20 international and Norwegian speakers before 2,000 students in
~.4POL(3) “:| Oslo, . | - |
3 INFO -+ | The "teach~in" did not win many Norwegians to the US view of the Viet-N-.
3 AMB/DCM: " | conflict, The best speakers opposed the United States, and the largely
4 USIS . . '{"]. student audience probably did not alter its predisposition against US,
w4 BECON * ' | activity in Viet~Nam, But all was not lost, The US view was sct forth '
4 LABOR ' - : | effectively by a number of speakers. The nationally broadcast TV show
4 CHRON | presented a balance of views, and most observers agree that the United
RF " .| States came out rather well in it, Moreover, in that the "teach-in" gave
i+ | some Norwegians a chance to hear articulate advocates of both viewpoints
.| and to see that the conflict is more complicated than they had thought, the
gession may have yielded some posgitive results, . :
B ' ® N ok e % % tY S X SV K
— About 2, 000 people, mostly students and young people, swarmed into
N Oslo's Folkets Hus on April 16 to take part in a marathon "teach~in'' on
A Viet=Nam sponsored by the Norwegian Students' Association. Earlier,
= .2 as part of the "teach-in", a group of wellvknown political and press
& spokesmen debated Viet=-Nam before a national television audience.
o0} o Reportedly it was the first '"teach~in' in Scandinavia and the broadest
2 > public airing of the Viet«Nam issue in Norway, ; | .
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emotlonal exposition surfeited with clear moral and sell-righteous ovoer-
¢ tones, Ghief speaker in opposition to the United States was American
Q‘,»s- Professor Hans MORGENTHAU, who to the surprise of many of his ‘
& readers sermonized on the "immorality" of the ''mistakend" us position
\\? :

- in Viet~Nam, He set the tone for the evening. bodia

of the Vietnamese,

+ "t American David McKEYNOLDS of US War Resisters' League and Inters
... national Confederation for Disarmament and Peace was the last main
.i",. speaker for the opposition, After bringing the audience greetings fr‘om
"..." .. his colleague, Staunton LYND of Yale, who having received a temporary
'+ - passport to visit Oslo had found he was otherwise engaged that evening,
* 't McReynolds launched into an emotionally moving appeal for Nogwegx;ns
717" to help restore the conscience of America which he later described as a
‘- Mclosed Stalinist' society., McReynolds made the only effort to incite the
" ‘audience when he called upon them to set off a 24=hour silent vigzl before
o thf US Embassy to protest against the US policy in Viet«Nam,
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_ Four of the seven principal speakers at Folkets Hus supported the United

.. States. The main proponent was NYU Professor Frank N. TRAGER, who

_outlined the history and dangers of Chinese imperialism and the tactic of

. "Wars of National Liberation,' While effective, Trager, however, some-
what alienated his audience with his cocky presentation and his aggressiveness

&,'“ in the debate later on, Vietnamese Luong Nhi KY, Counselor of.his country's

Y/ Embassy in Washington, madc a gallant but feebic effort to present the

Vietnamese view, In an inappropriate argument garbled to inco.mpreher}- ‘
sibility by his accent, Ky tried to persuade the skeptica} gathering that

* his people were fighting for democracy-against communism an'd for freedom
against oppression, Ky vyie; ed some of his t“i*rp\e to a young Vietnamese

[N SV AP, T R W
student studying in_Germany, Phan Phuc VINH, ‘who made a so,mewﬁéﬂ
’ U o R I | vy 7
- “fioTe convincing but-highly-elgolional™spee
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ch in-German,

CROZIER.made the most effective prcs_entaf;ion

ripethrestory of communist imperialism in

Southeast Asia and pointing out the importance to the world of a.mcann?gful

Dr. Donald BRENNAN, President of the Hudson ]Instltutc
i 5 25t balancing his

of New York, presented his assessment of the question, .

oppocsition to lg)S bombing to his support of the main lines of US policy.

But Brennan, it appeared, tried to beef up his grgumont for the US

position when he saw how far afield the impassioned McReynolds, who

proceeded him, had led the audience. Thus, Brennan egcmcd tol laclk

US commitment,

conviction and was not too effoctive, i
\
. 0 X . . ’ R

™,
~

K ',&'-;,l ; . | ! o (0 2

1

official Phuong MARGAIN, quoting fxeely from Prince SEHANOUK, e
Iagl'fe'd"ont'a*gmi“éit“(fs "mterventio"n” which he said would "'make communists”™
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