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PR 1909457 Jul 70

Jul 76 MSG transmitted info volunteered by an U/] VN and wife to western
diplomat in Hanoi. -

Western diplomat described the sources as reliable.

SIGHTING: Stopped by PSS 0/A 10 Jul 76, Vic Hanoi
. Shown photo of “"American pilot who escaped from jail."
. Photo depicted bearded man."
. Asked if had seen the pilot.

Account coincides with Arlo Gay's personal account of his escape.
. Held near Hanoi.
. Escaped O/A 10 July 76
. Remain free approximately 1 month.
. Personally observed "wanted photos" of himself.
. 3 locations
. Wearing beard.

BasedAon coincident of date, locale and circumstances, subject of the
Jul 76 report undoubiedly Gay.

MFK: Briefing notes used for discussions with Sen. Deconcini and members of
Congress on 19 Mar 8(, atv request of Congressman Hendon.

FSCAPED AMERICAN PILOT IN HANOI

On 17 July 1976, an official of a friendly foreign embassy in Hanoi departed
the DRV. During a 24 hour transit of Vientiane, Laos, the embassy official
informed U.S. Government officials that while enroute to the Hanoi airport
he was approached by a Vietnamese source who had frequent confact with
foreigners and was well known to him personally. ‘

The Vietnamese source related that a few days previous he was questioned by
an individual allegedly fram the Vietnamese Security Service regarding an
escaped "American Pilot." The Vietnamese source was told that *pilots® were
currently in Hanoi and was shown a photograph of the “American Pilot® who
allegedly escaped fram jail in Hanoi,

On 27 July 1976, further information was received through the friendly
foreign ambassador that the above-mentioned source was reliable and that the
source's wife had also seen the “wanted" picture of the “American pilot® and
described the individual in the photograph as bearded. -

The information provided in this repart closely parallels Mr. Arlo Gay's
account of his arrest and detention in Vietnam, Mr. Gay was a self-employed
fisherman who was arrested at Hon Tre Isiand, South Vietnam, on or about 30
ppril 1975, and eventually taken to North Vietnam, where he was incarcerated
at a prisan camp known as “The Briarpatch,® about 50 miles west of Hanoi.
He was released by the Vietnamese in September 1976, In describing his
experiences to American Embassy Officials in Bangkok, upon his departure
fram Vietnam, Mr. Gay related that he escaped fram the prison in North
Vietnam on 10 July 1976; and, after an unsucoessful attempt to walk out of
Vietnam, he surrendered himself at an ethnic minority settlement in North
Vietnam on 5 August 1976,

Mr. Gay recalled that his captors had photographed him with a beard an 10 or
12 Qctober 1975. He further stated that while returning to the prisan after
he surrendered to North Vietnam authorities on 5 August 1976, his captors
showed him a photograph of himself with a beard on three accasions: onde,
at what appeared to be a mental institution with about 100 inmates; and twice
at vehicle check points at which their jeep was stopped enroute back to the
prisan camp. It is abvious fram Mr. Gay's personal account, that, in thelr
altempts to fecapture him, the Vietnamese widely distributed photos of Mr.
Gay with a beard.
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M. Gay's persanal acoount confirms that the Vietnamese SOurces of e
friendly foreign Anbassador described a piotojraph, dates, lacales, amd
Cifoumstances that are assaciated with Mr. Gay's escape fram a Nortn
Victndese prison during July and August 1976,
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ESCAPLD AMERICAN PILOT IN HANOI

On 17 July 1976, an official of a friendly foreign embassy in Hanoi departed
the DRY. During a 24 hour transit of Vientiane, Laos, the embassy official
informed U.S. Government officials that while enroute to the Hamoi airport
he was approached by a Vietnamese source who had frequent contact with
foreigners and was well known to him personally.

The Vietnamese source related that about one week earlier (i.e., about 10
July 1976) source was questioned by an individual, presumably from the
Vietnamese Security Service, regarding the “American Pilot who escaped from
jail.®  The Vietnamese source presumed that “pilots® were currently in
Hanoi, because he had been snown 3 photograph of the escaped “Pilot" and
asked whether he had seen him.

On 27 July 1976, further information was received through the friendly
foreign ambassador that the above-mentioned source was reliable and-that the
source's wife had also seen the “wanted" picture of the “American pilot" and
described the individual in the photograph as bearded. )

The information providea in this report coincides with Mr. Arlo Gay's
account of his arrest and detention in Vietnam. Mr. Gay was a self-employed
fisherman who was arrested at Hon Tre Island, South Vietnam, on or about 30
April 1975, and eventually taken to North Vietnam, where he was incarcerated
at @ prison camp known as “Tne Briarpatch," about 50 miles west of Hanoie
He was released by the Vielnamese in September 1976. In describing his
experiences to American Embassy Officials in Banghoh, upon his departure
from Vietnam, Mr. Gay related that he escaped from the prison in North
Vietnam on 10 July 1976; and, after an unsuccessful attempt 1o walk out of
Vietnam, he surrendered himself at an ethnic minority settlement in North
Vietnam on 5 August 1976.

Mr. Gay recalled tnat his ceplors hag photographed him witn a beard on 10 or
12 October 1975. He further stated that while returning to the prison after
he surrendered 1o North Vietnam authorities on 5 August 1976, nis ceptors
showed nim a photograph of himself with a beard on three vccasionss once,
al what appeared to be a mental nstitution with sbout 100 inmates; and
twice al venicle chech poInts at which their jeep was stopped enroute back
Lo the prison camp. 11 3s obvious frum Me. Gay's personal account, that, in
tielr allempts 10 recaplure hilm, the Vielhaliese widely distrivyted photos of
Mr. Gay with g Leard.

CUNCLUSTON:

Mro Gay't perscnal atCouil of tiy esigpe trom & Nortt Vielnaliese jarl
COTBCTdes wilh Uiese s0urces’ sccount as lo dale ot dncident {10 July 1976);
Uie 1003110 of e INCIdetil (VICINily of Handl); ahd lhe CIFCumstances
Lselurily services aisplay of 3 wahiled pholu of 3 Learded American).  Ihe
subjeCt ot thias repurl uhidoublediy 1y Mr. Gay.
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