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Mrs. Dorcas I. Martin Did ,

Christine T, Martin same ‘ daughter

Cheryl T.. Martin same daughi:er

Mr. Whitney 11, Martin DTk father

Mrg. Vielette I Martin same mother
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5540 2 - Tocal poicd Number 5 = Denver, Coloradn

11. PRIOR SERVICE DATA
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PRIOR SERVICE HUMBER {5)

17 631 847; AQ 3 126 002

12, AEMARANKS

Detachment 1, 38th Air Resene Squadron, APO San Francisco 90310

is held to have been in a missing in action status for peried
o2 and terminating 20 July 1966, the date of receipt
of cvidenee by the hepartment of {he Air Poree that the above named person s
dead . The provisions ol hy Migsing Persons Act, (Title S0, 1. S, Codey app.
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Under Hnrpruvhﬁunx<ﬂfﬂvcthn|1521,Ti{h‘1ﬂ,
posthumously promoted to the grade of Captain, elfective 21 July 1966 by Department
of the Air Toree Special Orders Numbev Au-1475, dated 30 Augvst 1966. This
premotion is subjeet to the provisions of Soction 1523, which statc that no
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vidow, et 1100 hours DT 13 Sept. Request Capt Martin make an

appointment with Vr. yartin end ¥r. Hanes at 1100 hours MDT 13 Sept ~

for that purpose. Following are excerpts from the statement .
' yabdn will be made by 1ieut. Denglor which relate to Licub. Martine

-

50T I r.:mediately upen his (Lt Dengler's) arrivel st the first

Dengler urged tnat an imediate escape attempt be mde.

'

ison camp,

The ciher prisoncrs, vith one excepticn, argued ’ohat 1t would be

better to wait for the spring men3oons

te cealer to trav-1 &b that time. Dengler and the other prisonsr,

U.8. Air Ferce first Lieutenant Ducne Martin, & helicopter

rescue pilot, went along with this decision.

During the waiting period, & nev commandant —— the prisoners called

hin "1ittle Hitler" — took over end conditions gt the prison camp

o

orsendd. Focd, mesty rice, becmne scares. oSometinmes the

priscners were able to supnlewent this with onakes and rets, at
other times, they were given rav rotben meat. Dengler and Martin,

vho both had previousl:f escaped or evaded were consterfly harrassed

by thae guards end vere shackled dey end night. The physicel
cond*ticn of ell prisoners df-tcriora’ced as a result of repcated

atis cks of dy scn’ccry and other discases.

Cn 29 June the p °oncrs decided to o,cecute their escape plan.—-] B

- Af er overpewering tne guards , the prisoners gat
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hered up eome food: ' 1 wavelec. by foo‘o until dawn._ A
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| Soon pi‘tér this escape, Martin waa'x stricken with malariz and
se':eral ‘.Idi:ys leter Dengle'r contrécféd jaundiée. The two men,
ﬁndru;-.of thelr iapalire? physicel condition, docided to risk
t*avel albng a creck, rather then through. tho donsé jungf{.

‘~".'0n tko evéning of July 1st, they managed to build a leen-to and
sTeptb th rere uOSt of the night. luring the second day they gurvived
on n handi‘ul or rich which they had takea froa the prisc guadds and
smo snmls vhich t‘wy had found elong the vay. The creek on

hich thej vere traveling had high waverfalls with sueup wells and

I

5 cl’ f 2y ey fcllowed the crenk for two nmore days. Thelr travel
bccam incra'-singl,, difficult duf *o the high ridges and cliffs.
Painfd..,, they construced a raft, but Jost Lt in e waterfell,

O vnat they estimated to be thellth day a.ftcr their esceape,

(8

the two zea found an abandoncd villege. Mertin ’;.ow weg desperately
...'L. wlth rolaria. They declded to .;’cay teor*ther in a deserted hut.

The © ght of the 11th nay and the momincf of thel2th, they i‘loated

-;)

wn 2 river cn a suall roft that tboy founc neur the deserted

b

..an ¥ho wag flsh* ng in the rlvm . The flvhcrmnn i‘led and Dengler and.

A IR
el

Var*t’_u Out"d on for soverel hx.nr‘red yarda ’ di.,carded t 8 raft, then‘,‘ )

e l.
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On the a@'temoon of tho 12th aes j,' they conulnucd to trnvel Lntil
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'I'n.e"hex't noming the;r found gome corn. After eating this, they
‘ ' 7
trnveled east over the mountein end to their sheck found thenselves

bt.c;c at the vﬂlage whore they had picked up tho raft. DBecause

“/.aan now vas too pick to traveﬂ thoy declded to. aue\v and attezpt

m contact.

" 'l'

‘o the noraing'of the fourteenta day Dengler Left Mertin to
15&5% mérm to nale contect with sircreft. On the 15th day
he remmed epd made @ signal fire. They proyed that their fire
ext day no rescue eireraft camo.

C:x tnc 17tn day after thelr cscepe, Dengler end Martin walked

c*a-zled ‘couara vhat they thought vas enother ebendoned village.

cn & e *igh.,. lle carried & long machate vhich ves curved et the
‘di 'out wering tnc v:llugc.r ettacked with his macheto. Martin

ves sl*g,ht.Ly gheed cf Den‘,ler, in a crouched positicn. The .villager‘
st ‘c\ "artin twice with this machnte. The £irst blov hit Martin
In uhe le.ft le'f end the ccond blcw hit hiz ot the junction

his lei‘ shoulaer zmd m.cl Iwrtin co;lapsod, mo*'tclly

and : ‘\Q'
, ey novcd cn their hands and Lnom\to within 20 feot of 2 hut. \
i "c..ecne chouted ead suddenly & villager leaped from 2 hlddexzxuut L
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PRISONERS OF WAR: Downed
Flier Report 10, NO, OF PAGESt 1
‘C NUMBER! 1, rerepencess BRI 7-3
SICR D-1E6-14483, par TH(2)(n)
DIRM 6GL
ATEOF inrORMATION 31 Aug 66 12 oniginaTors  500th INTC Cp (UFDEC)
Lace aND pATeOF A Tokyo, Sep 66 3. PrepARED Bvt ' FRANK W, TRIN!GE, 1IC, AIS
. Docu 2 .
VALUATION: SOURCE NFORMATION 6. approviNg authority:  JACK L. WEIGAND
ourcer  Russian newspaper Colonel, AIS .
€0, 500th INIC Gp
SUMMARYI 00 TEXT (Leave Blonk)
' Report, a follow-up to msg Cite 0SD-0980, 28 Sep 66, forwards informa-
tion on two dovned U.S. fliers reportedly detained by Pathet Lao Forces which
appeared 4n the 31 August 1966 issue of Pravda (R; Moscow. 1LT Duan Martin
(phonstic; probably, Duane Martin), (probably USAF), 7541184 is yeported aowned
in central Laos in October 1965, Also reported downed in Laos but with no
Jocation or date given is MAJ Robert Francis Ronca, USAF, 4L45TA (photo of ID
card availsble at UFDEC). '
’
, Neither flier is listed in PACAF SEA Casualty Work Deck Listing as of
27 August 1966, :
-
Y
gnuunoaomamy 17. DOWNGRADING DATA 18, ATTACHMENT DATA
DIA 1
G2 USARPAC 6 18, DISTRIBULION: (cont)
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