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-~ Draiaveshed by VC?

PHNUM  PENH, Cambodia,
Nov 30 liph — Two Gls freed
by the Viet Cong alter 1o
years of caplivily said today
they wanted to quit the Army
and lead a campaign in the US.
{v end the Viel Nam war.

“The US. hus ncthing lo gain
from the war in Viet Nam, for
the Viel Cong are the people,”
they said when they were
brought before a press
conference here arranged by the
Cambodian governmenl.

The statemen! raised “ihe
possihilily that Sgl. George E
Smith of Chester, W.Va, and
Spec.-+ Claude D. McClure of
Caattanooga, Tenn,, had heen

brainwashed while they were
___,___/-—//
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VC ON HAND

The Viel Cong announced
their release Saturday, and a
Vicl Cong representative
atlended the news conference.
e read a slatement in which
he said they were released
“hacause  of the  popular
movement in the U.S, against
Johnsun's politics.”

(In Chester, Sgl. Smith's
muiher. s, Thomas  Polis,
said bis statements in Phrom
Pen were inconsistent with
Jelters she received from him
while he was a prisoner “unless
he's changed a lot in the Jast
two years.”)

Mussrs. McClure and Smith
(ol the news conicrence that
(hev would, press ahead with
Uhir apti-war campaign even i
sanviions were  (aken against
theny iy _Americen autharities
Teean-c “we know the two sides
ol Lisiry ™

They saud their liberation was
o direet consequeice” ol e
prowests againse the war which
are hemy heid i the US.

.S CRITIC

The news  conlerence  Was
ciled by the  Cambodian
Mabder of Information, Ched
S Cambodia is ene of the
et ot puhen crilies of U5,
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—UP1 Pho'n
Sul. George E. Smith before his
capture,

pol.cies in neighboring Vil
Nan,

“The Viet Cong trealed us
very well, " Sp. McClure said.
lle said they had been
interrovaled by their captors,
but were never bealen or
rtured “which is not the case
with  prisoners  of ~ Saigon’s
troops.”

1t was possible Sp. McClure
did nat know of the exccution of
another American soldier, Sgl.

Nov 30,1965

—UP! Pholo

Sp. Clande McClure, during

paratrooper {raining before he ———

wenl oversceas.

ong in rewaliation  for
execution  of anti-Viet  Nam
wemon-ratees in Da Nang last
Seplember,

Sy McClure said he was_{ed

“as well as possible” and didn't ——————

creed Gls Wanlt —
U, S, to

the ————

Kenneth M. Roraback, also of nave {0 submit {0 _any
Chester, W. Va,, by the Vict _ brainwashing.
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CLAUDE E. McCLURE

Amcrican  PWe as
they talked to press in
Cambuorhia alter their e
Jease.

{0us9

approved for Release
e, ,/-7/ ¢t/

e NN M

\ =L

1)

.

L

Brainwashed

Prisone

1ICHICAGO'S AMERICAN Wire Serviens) .
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia—A sialcment by two Amelican
service men irced after 2 vears as Viet Conf prisoners. hes~ o
raised the possibility that they ma: bave becn victims of com- & h
! D

munist brainwashing.

r Pair

At 8 news conference ar- "
ranged by the Cambodian ROV-{times without being punished.

crnment,

fo gain from the war in Viet
Nam, for the Viet Cong 3ic
the people.”

They said they wanted to quit
the army and lead a campaign
in the United States to end the
Viet Nam war.

The soldiers, Sgt. George E.
Smith, 27, of Chester, W. Va,,
znd Sp. 5/c Claude E. McClure,
25, of Chattanooga, Tenn,
praised the Viet Cong for the
treatment {hey received during
their captivity.

“Trealed Us Well”

“The Vicl Cong lrealed us
very well,” McClure said to-
cav. He said they had been
doclored and intcrrogated bY
the captors, bul were never
beaten or lorlured which he
said is not Uic case with prisoi
crs of Saigon’s troops.

It was possible that MeChre

sat. Kenneth Al Norabark,
also of Chester, W Va., b the
Viet Cong in relaliation for the
execulion of snti-\iet Nam
demonsirators jn Da Nang st

September.

1 McClue sind e was able to
s efuse to answer cortain quess ecived from her son before his

the soldiers said,
“The United States has nothing

aid not know of the cxeculivd
of another American soldier.:

| He said he was fed as well

las possible. !

w4} didn't have to submit to

any brainwashing,” McClure

said. .
Did Some Labor

to do only a litlla laborious
work and that he was dble to

IRed Cross packages.

United States records show
thal Smith and McClure were
captured with Roraback. and
;Sgi. lsasc Camacho. of E!
‘T‘aso, Tex., on Nov. 24, 1363,
“whien the Commurists overran
:3 special forces camp at Hiep
;lloa 27 miles noriheast of Sai-
. gan.
| Rorahack was excculed on
I Sepl. 26, Camache escaped Jast
s August,

Motber 11a¢ Daoubig

+ Smith's mother. Mrs, Thomas
lPous‘ cxprmscd doubts {cday
about the statements attributed
10 lum and \cClure. .
“They |the Cambodian gov-
errnment? could make them say
ol anylhinf befare they Jet
thers thry,” she said.
» She said the slalements were
inconsisten! with letters ghe re-

write his family and recelve.
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McClure said he was forced N
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