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MEMORANDﬁM FOR THE RECORD

SURJECT: Briefing of Mr. James P. Murphy, State U/PW

1. On 15 March 1971 {from 1100 to 1440 hours, Mr. Jape

P. Murphy of State U/PW visited?and was briefed on “H
functions in the field of PW intellicence. Mr. Murphy's TS
clearance had been confirmed by? it was learned °

in the process that Mr. Murphy was igeT registered as
holding an SI clearance. Mr. Murphy said he had spent the
years 1967 to 1970 in laos in the political section of the
American Embassy. There he

@ had duties in the field of PW intelligence and political
affairs.

uced the briefing with a des-
involvement and the posture

Il particular takes, namely ren-
tent possible, but not making

B then covered the points
S, (15 cussed the

2. R
cription of the history of
vhich CIA in general and
dering support to DoD t
or suggesting policy. G
listed in the"attached outline. .
problems involved in photo comparison d

d

formation on mep who have survived air crashes in lLaos.

and Mr. surphy discussed some of the problems of collatihgxin-”“‘:

3. Mr. Mu;phy made the following remarks of interest:

a. While in Vientiane Mr. Murphy came across
across a photograph, captured in Pathet Lao (PL) ter-
ritoyy, which showed two Caucasians, apparently held
captive in Laos. The picture was similar to the photo
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the hir Auverica office in Vientiane. Mr. Murphy
czid that he would ask zround in State to deteymine
why the traffic had teen clirineticd ofNEERERES

ST R iT. Murp‘y called later ang said that
State would cable Embassy Vientiane on this question.)

£, Mr. Murphy caid he hed heard that Mr. Jean
Lacouture had been forced to delay his plenned trevel
to North Vietnam on behalf of newsmen missing {rom
Cambodia.

g. MNr. Sieverts and Mr. Murphy noted in the news-
paper that Miss Jane Fonda had been trying to go to
Hanoi, but had not seen anything to indicate that she
had a visa or had made concrete plans.

h. Mr. Murphy said that he would try to 1nterest
Ambassador Sullivan in the problem of collecting and
analyzing information on survivors in Laos, as well
as the general problem of obtaining information on
unacknowledged PWs held by NVN. Mr. Murphy felt that
Ambassador Sullivan might be concerned with the pos-
sibility of entering into negotiations with the DRV
before information on the unadmitted PWs had been col-
lected. 1f Ambassador Sullivan takes interest in these
related problems, Mr. Murphy feels that he can initiate
the colle€tion and analysis in which he is interested.

s ” mentioned that STATE 040793 DTG 1115012
March 1975 L0 Stockholm borders on very sensitive information.
It s<tated that Mr. Sieverts told two members of the Swedish
Embassy in confidence that the US "has information indicating
that many US personnel captured in SVN (as well as Laos) ap-
pear to be held in NVN, although separate from pilots captured
in the North." Mr. Murphy replied that he and Mr. Sieverts
always mention two sources in this regard, debriefing of re-
leasees from North Vietnam and interrogation of captive NVA;
both Mr. Murphy and Mr. Sieverts are aware that there 1s re-
lated information which is very sensitive. '

5. tated that the CIA had received informa-
tion from the ienily of Marine officer FORS concerning the
family's efforts on behalf of their son, and that access to
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this file could be requested threugh the RSN
~f CTA. Mr. Murphy, camenting on STATL ceb
Cerl McAfice but not of his cen-

ca1d that he knew of Nr.

peciion with the FORS femily.
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Attachments:
A. Briefing Outline
B. State cable to Stoc

Iholm 040795 -

C. State cable to Bonn 0410533
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19 “arch 1971

VEMORANDUM ‘FOR THE RECORD

SUEJECT : Conversation with Mr. James P. Murphy,
STATE U/TW

REFERENCE: Vientiané 1699 DTG 1611072 Mar 71 (Eﬁﬂkkj>

1. About 1500 hours on 19 March 1971, Mr. Murphy
cal1e iR R, 0 discuss refer- |
ence. Ui : acked 11 otate proposed that the subject ,

' of PWs captured 1in South Vietnam and Cambodia - including
journalists - be mentioned to the Royal Lao Government (RLG),
at the same time as PWs captured in Laos. Mr. Murphy said
that he felt this would be asking too much, and that in fact
the Department felt this was not the time to make the deci-
sion requested by Vientiane Embassy. It is mot likely that
negotiations between two Lao factions will in the near
future get to the point of discussing exchange of Pis.

2. Mand Mr. Murphy agreed that reference
cable impli€s: STdening of the NVN position on PHs. s

Ll : ‘Mr. Murphy and Mr('éié%erté feél‘that -
may intend to release a list of PWs during the coming

3. We discussed the report that Mr. Lacouture had can-_

~celled his trip to Hanol

Murphy said that he wished to wait for Mr. Grant Zalen's Te-
turn from Europe where he has been in contact with Mr. lLacouture;
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