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L Claum of Humane Care . :
" By NEILSHEEHAN . °

*y  SpechalloThe Neg York Times i

* WASHINGTON, April3—The °
State Department  expressed -
‘toncern loday that Noth Viet--
nam_might be brainwashing’
American prisoncrs fo obtaln’
propaganda statements attacke’
ing United States policy.- .. .
« Robert J, McCloskey, the.
State Dcparlment spokesman,’
cited an account in the current.
Issue of Life magazine of a cap-,
Jgured American pllot's appear,
ance before forelgn newsmen m
Hnnol,

_* 'The dcparlmcnt, Mr, McClos-
key sald, is "concerned at re-
cent  indicatlons that North
Vietnam may be using mental
or physical pressure on Amer-
;can prisoners, American pris-

can prisoners of war, {o oblain

confesslons or statements critls,
cal of Uniled Stales policy in.

Victnam.* .
The arlicle in Life, by Lee

Lockwood, a {rce-lance Amerd

can photographer who visited

North Vietnam for four weeks,.

. 1describes the exhibltion in Ha.

nol on March 6 of Licut. Condr,
Richard A. Stratlon, a Na\'y
pllot who was shol do»m in
North Viclnam o January. -

Tepented’ Ianol Assurances

. The arlicle sald the Navy
man “Jooked stralght ahead, but

cyes never seemed to forus—
e just wasn't there” “He was'
“ike 8 robot™ Mr,.Lockwood,
twrotc, adding: *when they sald-

omclblng o him, he acted; i
;Lhcy sald nothing, he did noth-
' ing”

North Victnam, Mr, Clcsl.ey‘
pald. "has glven rcpeated ase

' Surances that it treals prisoners

§ NS
i ‘) ’} N
\‘

J\Jh

Lumanely.”
_ “However,” he said, "It has
refused to permit the Intcrmae

{lonal Commitice of the Red,

"|Cross or any othcr neutral ob-

servers to visit the prisoners,
which is regulred by the Gencvs
conventlons,

*In the absence of such in-
dependent verlfications, “North

i ‘|yictnam's professions of hu-.
man trcatment cernot be ac-'

cepted.” '
U.S. Plca {o Red Cross
Mr. McCloskey contended

tured in the fighting in the
South in accordance with the
regulations of the 1949 Geneva

Representatives of the  Inter-
‘national  Committee, he- said,

Mr. McCloskey said that in re-
Committee, which slts in Ge-

suthoritics  over * Indications

niques.’

to ask North-Vietnam again to|

ncutral power to inspect prlsl
on camps and to give the prls

oncrs mall and parcels contain-
ing mcdicine and food. Such ace
tions arc provided in the Ghaee,
va convention, No response ha.s
been reccived,

According to Mr. Lockwood

Commandcr Stratton, dressed in
striped  prison pajamas and

_|sandals, rcad a five-page “con-

fesslon™ over & mlcrophono
from behind & curtain while)
forelgn newsmen listened, Cope;
les of the statcment were glven
to the newsmen.

Mr. McCloskey noted that a
Japancse television film shown
in thls country in mid-March
confirmed Mr. Lockwood's ac-
count of Commander Stratton's
,gcmeanor in response 1o com-
mands, :

Prisoner To.tal Unclear -,

There are now ' about 350
American prisoners in North
Victnam. Definitive figures can-
net be oblalned because the
North Viclnamcese rcfuse to
provide the Red Cross with Ists.

confirmed by one mecans or an-

nunese caplvity. Four are ma-
rines, 63 are Alr Force men and
61 are Navy pcrscanel Fifly,
other men, all of the Alr Force,
are belicved o have been cap-
tured and 204 men sre lsted
as missing In aclon aad pos-
sibly capxumd..

Stale Department officials
sald there had been a number

frequently visit prison camps, - 7

jected to bralnwashlng tech-.

Of the total 128 have been
othes as being in North Viet-

by

that the Unlted States and
South Vietnam were treating
North Vietnamese soldicrs cap-

convertion on prisoners of war,

cent weeks the United Stales .
had asked the Internatlonal.

neva, o cxpress American con-,
cern to the North Victnamese .

that prisoners were being sub-

Washinglon has also called.
on the I:\Lc\rnatlonaJ Commitles *

allow the Red Cross or some|

Yo bralnwarhing

Jconfessed-“in the manner of &

iV 1’

atcount in Life tal Amrican
prisoners were boung <ub,cc.cd

In Jiay 1“66

|G Jc::m.ah A Ia.nmn r..'
{a Navy pilot, was cxhiblted be-
“{fore Japancse " tclevition cam-

eramen in anol, Cmdr. Denton

man who was not himself any
more,”  the officlals =said, to
crimes and made slalemcals
critical of Amcrican policy.

Since then propaganda states
ments attributed to 20 other
prisoners have been rcad over
the Hanol radlo or distributed
through = Communist  press
media, Jn. the stalemetns, all
marked by a stilted languagc.
war crimes and denounced the

] United 'States' involvement in'
|Vietnam,

Last July a number of Amcr-

{ican prisoners were * paraded!

through the streets of Hanol.
Some Appeared Normal -~
Officjals also nole that on

+the dozen or so occasions when

the North Victnamese have al-,
lowed Communist or )cft-wing
journalists to interview prison-,
ers, the captured Amerlcans
acled reasonably normal, did
not make propaganda state-

. [ments and praised their cap-

tors.

"No forclgners have been al-
lowed to interview prisoners in
their camps,

Officlals belleve' that the
North Vietnamese are treating
normally a small number “of
prisoners whose will they feel
they cannot, break while siub-
jecting the majorlly to bra!n-
mshing uchcs fes. - R

~ 'He JuleasntThere"
*" ByPETERGROSE ~ }-
“He looked straight ahead,

P

but he wasn't really looklng—
his eyes never seemed to focus,
—he just wasn't there. It was.
like a robot-—when they sald
‘something to him, he acled; if
they sald nothing, he did noth-

Ing.” . :
= That was how an Amecrican
pholographer, Lee Lockwood,

‘described Licut. Comdr. Richard
A. Stratton, an American pris-
oner of war in North Victnam,
who was presented along with
his recorded *‘confcssion™ al a
news confercnce in Hanol last
month,

- Mr. Lockwood atlcndcd the

confercnce durlng a visit to
North Vietoam on assignment
for Life magazine, His pictures
and accounts are published in
Llres April 7 issue, out today.

T The American officer ap-

Jpearcd before assembled news-
;e and diplomats for " only

|about four minutes, Mr. Lock-

wood sald In a tclcphone inter-
view, after a recording of his
2.000-word stalement had been
pla\cd. Stiffly and awkwardly
during thosc minutes, Com-
mander Stratlon bowed slowly
to his right and to his lcft—
“his head reaching down almost
to his thighs” Mr. Lockwood
sald —then, on a quick com-
mand from hls North Vict-
namese caplors, he turncd and
withdrew from the room.

Ke sald nothng, nor were any,
of the obscrvers able to calch

d

of other indications besides the

his cye
Mr. Lockwood and the Banol
correspondent of  Agence

France-Presse, Jacques Moalie,
were the only Western newsmen
allending the news conference,

SIThey ook us to a one-story]

Qeld March 6. There were also

30

Approved for Release
M &)

/L.'

. j.\ .men 'md drplonaats 'x

el Urnion, Polund, €.
“and z'.!:t— Cc-nn_n_:nwl-t—m‘m A1
In stiendance,

‘Frightening Exprrirnee’

“p .n*htcning experience
muttered one Frenchman as b
«froup Joft the.room, accordir
110 ). Lockwond.
i “Cubans, Poles—all the no:
Vietnamese who saw It ©
‘pressed _thelr  dismay” M
Lockwond added, "I told son
Vietnamese officlals the ne»
.day that this would be th
‘worst possible kind of display,
as far as Amncrican public opin.
.Jon was concerned.”
* “Some Vielnamese newsmicn
denied that Stratlon had been
riven any orders as he slood

cre,” he sald, "but scveral of
us heard it qulle clearly—a fow
sharp ‘words from the offlcer,
‘then the prisoncr went into this
‘robot-llke bowing”
. Mr. Lockwood, a free-lance
photorrapher who works with
Ahe Black Star plcture agency,
.spent four weeks In North Viets
nam. He obtalned his visa
through the North Vielnamese
Embassy in Havana in January,
having npplied for it Iast Mny.

Spcaking by~ telcphone in
New York, Mr, Lockwood gave
this dcscrlpt!on of thc NCW3 cone
ference:
“We had one day's not.lcc.

building In Hanol — 1t was an
old social club of some kind
which was now belng used as a
military headquariers, .

a long room with French doors
Jooking out into a courlya
There were three army officers
of the Viclnamese War Crimes

“The confcrence was hold In]

Commission sitling at a tadble
at the head of the room, and on
their Jeft was a curtalned doors
way. In front of lhq Lajle was
a Joudspcaker. R‘n

“After some preliminaries
one of the officers announced,
‘Now we will hear the Yonfess
slon of & United States'prisons
er- Al the photo;}-aphrn

doorway, but they told 1§ to Ro)
back to our places — wi would
hear the statement ovpr, the
loudqpcakcr bcrorc scdr.g the
prisoncer.”

. Flve T\pc\vrlltrn Tages -

a Jeulenant commander In the
U.S. Navy attached to...USS.
Ticondcroga,” lhe volee w4
over the loudspeaker. As Lhe
recording was played, ceples of
the stalement, covering five
single-spaced typewriticn pages,
were  distributed In  English,
French and Vietnamese. ° -

¢ “Hls volce sounded alerl, sin-
cere and intelligent,” Mr. Lock-
wood said. “There was nol much
expression in his reading, dut
this I put down to his Lralning
in military dricfing—he . erey
itainly did not sound Jike a man

moved over to” focus ,pn "the}-

"I am Richard Allen Strallon. .

without any personality. -

*T cxpecled lo sce & MaN
matching that volce come
through the curtaln—I was not
prcparr‘d to sce the sorl of man
who ullimatcly appeared™ ™

In the recorded statemenb®
Commander Stratlon described
A scrics of misslons underiaken
from the Ticonderoga shrung
Nov. 14, :

*The second of "December was
110 be an air-wing sidke on the
suburbs of Hanol® Commandet
Stralton's stalement sald, “Thia
was an cxtremely Impontant
mission rrcessary o nnw 1n}

l%&&l pu/)’t (.e / ‘
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e s Spectal to The Kew York Times
] WASHINGTON, April3— "'Eount of Commander Stratton's
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all and parcels contain-
icine and Tood. Such ac-

provided in the Gene-
entlon. No response has
eeived,m Tl 0L
"Lwording to Mr. Lockwood

) D’Em!napder Stratton, dressed in

prison pajamas and
dals, read a five-page “con-
over 8 microphone
from’ bchlnd a curfaln while
pm\in‘ newsmen listened. Cop-
of the statement were given

0 e fewsmen, i,
3 Mr. McCloskey noted that a
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State . Department | expr{s
{concern today that Noth

American prisoners .to -0

.

2,2

ipg United States ‘policy. L

1 Robert "3, * McCloskey, [

Ty

¢ e

i’ country in mid- March

Pa.dese television fllm shown
}3 d Mr, Lockwood's ac-

Buneannr ‘in respanse to com-
b: ) I IO, ‘4..

1.- -‘u; 'g-

RSN

Lﬂln;;a’l'her? are zow about 380
‘propaganda statements at m-]z-

Amerjcan prisoners in North] .
[Viefnam. Definitive figures can-
not [T2&} obtained because  the
INori') Vietnamese™ “refusé .:to

State’ Department spnke
cited an account in the cui
ssue of Life magazine of
tured” American pﬂot’s ap

Hanol, "hi e f
'The deparlment, Mr. Mc
key sa, is “concernedat Fe-
cent indicatiofs that .

= R~ _ 3

can prlsonus, American }
can prisoners of war, to'©

- ey

S e S

.Vxetmm."-‘-

North' Vietna.m Ior four W
‘| describes the “ehibifion inT¥

whld was shot d
J|North Vietnam n' Jan
{ -Repeated’ Hanol As

- The artide said
man *Tooked straight
he wasn't really JookingPL:
cyes never- seemed ‘to b
e Just Wasnt !hexe." g Gria)
“lke a obot” Mr. Locks

mg":."."‘-"i'é' Lo

“North” Vietnar,” Mr.a'Clo
sald,_ *has* Hiven ‘repeated
[Surances that 1t Ireats prls
Jhumanely 23w
"Hovcever he gald' "R b
refised {0 pcrmit the Int
Uonnl Commlt‘!te of the .

P
Y

servers to vislt the prlsoners,

ance beforé forelgn newsmen i
""i"

Vietnam may be using’ m%mﬁ

or physical pressure on Amf;ﬁ_‘ B Smw Departmenf ‘officials

confessions or statements rltL
cal ‘of Uniled States poh 1?1(1

| The article n Life, by'Y..ee
 |Lockwood, a free-lance Amerl-
|can photographe: who' vxs!ted

Yol on March 6 of Lieut. COmd:‘

2 keritical '0f Amerfcan policy, -
_ESlnce then propaganda state.

eats mttributed to 20 other
ﬁsonexs ‘have been read over
%nol rad!o or distributed

wrote, addlng C'when they
something to h!m, he u%.h T>Lad
they said nothing, he did %ﬂw

‘ )
:.J’

oot
Cross or aqy othe" ‘neutral obs :{‘?na

which is requ!rcd by the Geneva.

conventlons. AU 3
. “In the xbsence of such

dependent vcrlﬂcanns *Nor '
Vietbam's pm!cssion_; of s
man trcatment, Lannot be ac:'

Cfpted.. ALY N T (hey .‘ml}reak while SUb-
. US. Pleado Red Cross . §3 ‘m& aJority to b;a[:.
M, . McCloskey |, contend N Y x“{ g :

that the United States and

' s r ea

tured in the fighting n

South in accordance with th
regulations of the 1949 Gcnc\a. -
comcnUon og_prisoners of war,

RrprcscnlaU\cs of the Intere’
.hational Conupitlcc be sald)’
fmqumtb visit prison camps,

H'
Mr. McCloskey sald that in re- p‘\o
cent weeks, the Unfted States fdﬁ&ﬂ

‘fhE fust waso't there. It was

pp‘vldc the Red Crosg with Ists,
i Otlﬂle total "128  have Sbeed
d by one* means oOr-an-
Q{Y\ef" being fn North ‘Viet:
mnnese captivity. Four are ma-
rlies 63 are Air Force 'men end
S%Mr are; Navy personnel. Fifty
“men, all of the Alr Force,
*lare belleved 40 have been cap-
tured"and 204- men are listed
agmissing in action and pos-
sibly captured. " vu <td

«’éild ‘there had been 2 number

lol'other indications besides the
aocount in Life that American

fore” Japanese leleVislon cam-

Ir Communist. press
nediz’In ‘the statehetns, all
‘,,'mrled’by a stilted language,
-crimes and denounced the
nﬂgd States’ involvement in|.
lem i ’FAE'.‘ ‘lr".b‘u ..
July B number of Amer-
risoners ' were paraded
the streets of. Hanol.

- Bome Appuu'ed I\ormnl L.

§ also nots that on
{he “doren or sp occasions when
“‘tbe;North Vietnamese have a)-

% -v}md Communist - or Jeft-wing|,
' jourmllxts to interview prison-
< ﬁ:tf captured . Americans

nexsonably ‘normal, did
g propagandn“ siate-

pralsed theu' cap-

.&

ese are trealing'
nprmally 2]small number of
ery yhose will they “feel

TR
_’3'}{: Jnsl asn't Thcre
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u. he wzun't ;nlly looking—
Is°¢yes nover'seemed to focus

18 m50§— en they sald
CJ"'I’ 1\ he acted; of
CY nd nc’.h.ng he did noth.

"l k‘:lS Py nkmcrlcan
apLer, Lockwood,

. {*his head reaching down almost

prischers were being- subjected
‘I robot-llke bowin

A Navy pilot, was exhibited -be-
¢ramen'in Banol, Cmdr. Denton

confessed' *in the manner of a
'maii_“ho was not himself any|Em

I T,
ho Jo gners bave ‘been a.lT .
}9 1nlenlew prQoncrs in

T ,Offidals. beﬂe\e that " the
. ‘bﬂ-ﬁ.Vle

-.I‘~-l """ . *

—The ~American o'ﬁccr ap

LI

2,000-word statement had Yeen| -

played.—Stiffly and awkwanrdlyls .

during’ those ‘minutes, Com-]
mandet Stratton bowed s]owly
10 his right and to his Jeft—

to his thighs,” Mr," Lockwood
sald —then, on & quick com-
mand from his North Viet-
namese caplors, he’ turned and
withdrew {rom the room.- bR
"He sa!8 nothing, nor were any
of the observers able ‘to calch
his eye. Tae el gy,

M, Lockwood and the ‘Ha.no!
correspondent®. of ~ Agence
France-Presse, Jacques Moalie,
were the only Western newsmen)in
attending the news, confercnce,
held March 6, There were also
newsmen aend diplomats {rom
the Soviet Union, Poland, Cuba
and other Communist count.nes
ln attcndance.h.

X
"f
l-‘ 1- - '.

‘Frlghtenmg E\perlence -

"‘A {rightening’ experience

muttered one Frenchman n:dltri:e
group Jeft.the room, according
to Mr. Lockwood.a,‘-&"__; o

Victnamese; ‘who "saw it “ex-
pressed’ thelr dismay.”  Mr.
Lockwood added, 1 told some
Vietnamese officlals the next
day that -this would be_the
worst possible kind of dxsplay.
as far as American public opin-
fort was concerned.” s Foz,
“Some . Vietnamese. newsmen|f
denled that Stratton had been
glven .any orders as ‘he” stoodf
there,” he sald, ‘but several of
us heard it quite clearly—a few
sharp words from the officer,
then the prisoner went into this

"w_.7 .z

5 hriinwashing: o8 ~uts et
L:Ii‘,,_}:[ay 1058, fhey said,| " Mr.- Lockwood, ‘2 TreeTahoe| e
Cmdr.” Jeremi A."Denton Jr.,|photographer, who .works with| .

the Black Star picture agency,
spent four weeks in North Viet-
nam. ‘He® obtained his ' visa
through the North Vietnamese
bzu.s in Havana in January,
hnvin led for St Inst Ma
E"“by telephone\.‘{n
New York, Mr. Lockwood gave
this description of the newg con:
ference: ‘-nj. e
"*We had- one day's motice.
They ' took "us to ay.one-story
bullding in Hanol — it was an
old " soclal club of - some kind|”
which was now being used asa
military headguarterss<iz ¢
“*The conference was he]d 1n
a long roam with French doors
looking out into a courtyard.
There were three army . officers
of the Vietnamese War Crimes
Commission ‘gltting" at a. table
at the head of the room, and on
thelr Jeft was a curtalneéd doors|
way. In front oI the table was
a)oudspca.ker. Ty

-.‘ '.

hv‘. -

one of ‘the officers announced,
‘Now we will hear.the confes-
slon.of a United States prison-|
er) Al the phologmphers

[

d LIcpt. Coqdr. Richard

| *Cubans,, Poles—all the non-|.

“After * some pmhm]mrie_s .

' moved mu:r..to ]ocu.! on’
c"“““‘"‘ r”‘m’r‘u L COL LI prarc@~before essembled news-jdoorway, bub-dhey.

' North ’thmn agaln to|men and. Aiplomats_{or Mback to our pl
Jicd Cm, or, somcjﬂbOU‘ four. minutes, Mr. Lock:lhear the slatement’ ‘over;
wood _5ald in a telcphone dnter- loudspcnkcr before seelng’

view, afler a recording of his pﬂsonu'.,.(g“

"'Iam

wood said,
expression
this I put

military

tatnly'did
malc‘hing

wh9 ultim
In’, the”

from" the

Stratton's
was an

they were
JlAnu e

age

of buildin

American

stztement,

Nov. MsFqrsetaed BT at
“'I'he secon .
u,bewmwmgsumeonu 4
suburbs of Hanoi* Command: §

A ,\

us to
—"we we

r Ju -r'rtv!{v-‘

'Fhe Tn)cmmen Tages.

cha:d A“cp Str?ﬁ

2 lievlenant ‘commander, in
U. 5. Navy attached Yo
Ticonderoga,”,
over, the loudspcaker, As =
recording was play$d, coples. RN
the statement,” covering . v §
single-spaced typewritien, pnﬁ
were ! distributed " in_ “English
Frenth.and Vietnamesenas'- i
“His volce sounded alert, sin B
cere and intelligent,” Mr. Lock

5. the. vélcc

Pus’dnel |

“There was not muc! )
Sn bis  reading, bu E

own' to his tralnin

'bneﬁng—-‘ht cc; EAEEE X
not sound like a m:l L

without any personality, =
v*T. expected ‘to .see,

e

that” volw com

ately appeared®Lx
“record

Commander ‘Stratton ; descrlbc
B seﬂes of missions und

Txconderoga startln
At
dofD eeem"benm

slzbement said, *Th

through the ‘curtaln—1 was nc B
prepared to see the sor{ of ma FEEEN

extremely * imporin: (R

misslon necessary to-make ¢! [N

not immune from U '

mvaves of war.bas ~=.‘.: -

rsonnel ‘weapons we: [&

gs and populetion

chosen to {nflict-maximum dar o
on the population. The bu B
jest part of the day was chos
for. maximum- effect “an’ ¥
population,” “the’ prisoner. lo
the Hanol news conference.

o q Was Horrlﬁu!. e
"I was horriﬂed at the dcn_c

the :target. Bombs -were $c3 O
tered over the entlre south & §
of the dty: Privately most * E ‘
the pliots were appalied at U @
aclfic nature of the target. ¥
fnotonlydfdndtmvet )
courage to refuse to'go on t |
mission, but T did not bave L &
courage io speak out a2galr [N
the mission or_at:the policy.
was inwardly ashamed at bek
such a coward."= T al e’
Then Commander Stntton e
scribed hls second mission ov
. {Handi, on

Dec. 14, e said o [[NEEE

flier refused Lo “pa

ticlpate in" 2 Taid wWhich stru: [ERECEE
women and children That ¢ JEEEEEE
ficer, according to the record: R

wasd!sm!sed;

000045

told to report‘lo his on:nmm SRR
ing_officer.? 2T 3= - R
ARSI |
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