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SAILORS GETTING POOR DEFENSE: REP. BURKE

Black sailors aboard ftiwo. U. S.

" Naval vessels have not Leen given

the opportunity tn meet with cach
other, _ﬂLCOllei’ to congiesawon-
an Yvonne B. Buvke «D., Calif..
Mrs. . Burke, along with con-
gr eaaman Ronald V. Deiltm . has

Jaunched an investiration nno dis-

turbances dbom a the USS Kitty-

“ hawk and the USS (w"u"utm/z

(JxT, Feb. 1), Their investigution
followed a House Armed, Services
Subcommittee probe which found
that  the incidents were not
spaw ned by racial dlscnmn.‘.tlon

" but by lack of discinline.

3ut Dellums, in. anvﬁuncmg the

'specxa! m\_e\tlgatlon. sald he iwas
~in “almost total disagreement”

with the conclusion of the subcom-

‘mittee report: The California law-

maker.was recently appointed to

“the. House Armed Senlces Com-

mittee.
- Speaking of the, "0 Llack :zulom

who have faced or will be facing ¢

“courts martial in connection with

the disturbances, Mrs. Burke sdid:
“I'm convinced that the defendants
are - not being accorded the sanie

. kind of consideration in the prepa-

ration of their defense that the
military is, Specifically, what our

. investigation will do is to ullyw

them to have a proper right to pre-

.pare-their defense. For one thing,

they have not been allowed to raeet
together. It is very difiicuit to or-
ganize a defense when yvou.don't
Have a chance to talk to the other

. defen«lanta

-In contrast to the subcommit-

tee’s report againist charges of
military racial diserimination, the

Human Rosources Commission of
Alexandria, Va., cempleted a study,

showing that bmh Black and white
soldiers tend to believe i 1ncnca~mg-

lv that the other race is srctt_mg '

betier treat ment.

The, repurt found that in the. .

first week of basac training, five

percent of whites, in the A nv poll*

of 86,297 s0! dwh just completing

basic training, said Black soldiers

received preferential treatment

over whites. But four months la-
ter, 23 percent of the same soldiers

said Blacks got Tavored {treatment.
Flftce*x percent of Black sol-
diers -in the first week of basic

_txammg thought whites were get-
‘ting favored treatment, while four
months Iater 38 percent held that |

opinion. |
Said "Curtis ' Smothers, ac*ing
leputv assistant -Secretary of De-

fense for’ equal orpo:tmutv )
“You’ve - got. the segregation of

neighborheods and You take peo-

ple out of that environment—

Black schools and swhite schools—

and put .them together for 16

weeks. After that, if a majority.

thinks the system is still fair, then .

vou’ve done pretty well.”

'nooblta.ls ,» they will decz.de indivi Fuall; y »met‘ler or’ 1o

Finally, I wish to assure you ‘th'at the Depart
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'.,n behe.lf of Secretar’y Rz.chardson, I an repl y:mg to your lecicer of

O -February . 1973 requestz.ng :Lnfomatlon on media coverage of minority
nrroup returness. ' - ' |

_m.xteen black semcemen were on the llsts Pr ov:Lded to us 1n"P'=r°rs 1a3u ,'

J'anuary and . of those ’ four were returned in the first groun. .

'Durlng the flrst relea.se , the networks prov:Lded llve coverage of all tha’
..men as they arrived at Clark Air Base in the Philippines. TIn addition

there was. reglonal covera.ge at Travis Air Force Base in C&ll.LOI‘Ill" and

-at hospltals near the returnees homes.

0]

Wher the men complete thelr necessary medlcal treatment and debrv efii.g
and are ready to be rcéleased -from the hospitals on convalescent lzave

they will be given the opportu.m.ty of holdlng a PI‘E‘JS conferance wi th

interested media. Two black returnees have held such news ooe‘.fereeees..

'fapecrlnts of the::.r remarko are attaehea. -Af%er the marn leave the
t ©o wurapt further

_.nuervlews .

' | ment of Dafernse shares
your interest in seeirg that ou mlnorit:/ servicemsn receive the nevs
corerags that thelr honorablz ‘and hercic service desertves. |
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' FR8-5320

. February 15, 1973

Mr. Jerry W. Friedheim

 Director of Public Informatlon'
~ U.'S. Department of Defense
- _The Pentagon
- Washmgton, D. C 20330

Dear Mr_.

Frledhelm'

- Havmg had the pleasure of meetmg you when you spoke
to the New York State Society of Newspaper Editors at West Point '

almost four years ago, I would 11ke to send you the enclosed inter- o

view W1th the parents of a pnsoner of war who unfortunately died
" in captivity, None of the homecommg prisoners of war is from .

the Merricks, 'so we wanted to bring an interview W1th the parents

~of the one

‘who d1ed ‘the only one from here who was captured

As 1t turned out the parents were quite bitter about

o the way they were treated when contacting the Pentagon for 1nforma— o
. tion,  and my purpose in writing you at th1s time is.to ask you if it "
- . _-might be possible even at this date, to obtain additional information
‘for them, whatever is available. As you will see, the parents had

thoughts of having the remains of their son transferred to the U .S,

\for buna.l

JL:fs
) Enc..

* & 4 v 0

I don't know whether that is poss1b1e. o

I would appremate hearing from you regardmg any

thoughtS you may have-on the matter. |

- Smcerely yours o

Johannes Laursen o

N ]

./ ' Pubhsher
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DEAR SIR I KNOW THE HIGHER RANKING MEN WERE FLYING .THE PLANES

RECIVED VIA COMMERCIAL CARRIER (wUJ'

BUT I DONT BELIEVE THEY WERE THE ONLY SOLDIERS CAPTURED IN.
THE WAR, US LITTLE FOLKS HAVE NO WAY OF KNOWING WHAT HAPPENED

YO0 OUR PEOPLE REPORTED MISSING OR CAPTURED IN INDO CHINA

THUS FAR I HAVE SEEN ONLY HIGH RANKING OFFICERS BEING RELEASED.

YN THE. POW EXCHANGE AND I WONDERING WHAT HARPENED TO THE POOT

SOLDIERS THE MARINES AND ESPECIALLY THE BLACK AND MEXICAN= -

" AMERICAN GIS, THE ANNOUNCEMENT 8 HAVE BEEN CARCE IF NOT NON=
EXISTENT, ABOUT THEIR PLIGHT,
Y WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING HOW. MANY BLACK GY 8§ HAVE BEEN .
" _REPORTED MISSING OR ‘CAPTURED AND WHEN  THEY" WILL BE RELEASED, .
THE SAME GOES TO FOR THE WHITF SOLDIER, THE ORDINARY FOOT SOLDIER,

1 AM_ VERY DISTURBED OVER THIS AND HURT TO THINK WE- HAVE HAD NO-

" REPORT ON THESE 80 FAR INVISIBLE ME ' M PLEASE SEE WHAT. You -

CAN FIND DUT AND LET THE p LE KNOW =
| CHARLES EVERS MAYOR FAYETTE MISSISSEPPI

ANNOTES

. DBR - -

PAGE 1

NNNN

1521002 L e

@)
e o)
L——




PUILIC AFFAIRS

. AS3iSTANT SECRETARY, OF DEFENST - - - . . . .n - .
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2 [AR 1973

.Honorable Charies_ Evers
iayor of Fayette |
- Mississippl: '

~Dear Mayor Evers: -

On behalf of Pre51dent leon and Secretary Rlchardsoa, Iam
replym.d to your telegrams of February 15 1973 |

-8 -

| Although I have recently d:.scus sed brlefly W:.th your secretary
the substance of answers to your questions,-I am pleased to
-prov1de here more detailed 1nformat10n concerrund our enlisted
_oerv:.cemen who have been or are still in a captive status. _

'~ As you are no doubt aware, 1 have been deeply involved in all
planning for the return of our men since my as swnmen.t to the .
Pentagon in April 1970, I am- extremely pleased that the planmng

for the reoatnatlon of American prisoners has been done with one

. t--oucrhc in mind =- the WeL.are of ‘the individual- returnee and his
if.ar*nly, regardless of rank, race or creed or branch of service,

This is the paramount considera tion in all Departrnent of Dofease -

activities associated w1th their return, I want to assure you that
the Department of Defense recognizes each man as an individual

and con51ders the last man to be released equa_l)r as 1mportant as |

the first man.

Perqapa a little background on all our men who are przsoqe rs wﬂl -

help you understand what may seem to be an appareat lack of -
publicity concernmg our mlsamd ‘and caotured enlisted men'in the

Armed Services. On January 27, 19 73 the Democratic ’?epubuc of -

- VL tnam and the Pro\n.slor!al Revolutionary. Covernment of o;u"n'

““tvwwx Jave our reo;me‘ltatweo m Paris a i

Amevican se r*chemen who they i reld captive
63 :-...e.eal sted. Since January, 15
Uu_‘: >d Stats

st of 562 na*nea of -
Ol these 562 ‘mer,.

es, Of th ose,» 12 are en_lzs-t—ed, lea{\_ing 56 eunlisted still

-

~i
5 men have been rcturnad to the

' c.L,(‘Ou.n'l.nO’ for those nnen. stnl m1351r

-3 -- 3 :‘-' oo, e vt Eer o ey ]
your interest in see,;.n_g, thaut our minocrity and on!

. . ’ ’ EEN . \"‘
to be returzmz<, It.zhould be noted that enlisteéd mf—:ﬁ comp ize i
approximztely 12 per cent of our prisoners ¢f war wh n to some
degrees accounis {or the seemingly lack of puuuc,l,,y-
In kee‘i ing wi:h._r‘ﬂihu.ary trad'uon and the desires of the eturaing
servicemen, ine senior returnee on the medevac aircraft disem-

barked first 2t most stops. He was followed in ordei by thoge held

prisoner the oncest Addltlonally, the prisoners themselve

decided whic ‘mien would rnake short statements for the media.
Again this p rtlally exolalns why the media focused on our more
senlior returnees. |

_ Slnce your teledram o@r&.ary 15th, four of the 12 equ.sted

returnees have held news conferences and will soon be enjoyi n.é

convalescent leave. The remainder are in their processing schedule
. and will meet with. the medla when. their p*ocessmg is complete if
they so desu:e ' o |

Two.of our black *eturnees have completed th“l"" processnncr and are
now on convalescent leave at l~,la.ces of their choice, Staff Sergeant”

Bobby L. Johnson held hlS departure news conference on Feb, 23rd’
at Ft. ‘Knox, Kentucky,a In the Washlngton D, C, area," Major 1 \Torman
-;A. l\chamel held his on'Feb. 24th. Both conferences were attended

oy rep;esentatlves of the national and local news medla and received
coverage tnroucnout the 'U*u.ced States. '

I know you aré concerned about the number of blacks on the Tist pre

sented to us in Paris compared with those bl aekepreV'oasxy listed
by us as captured or mlasulg Sixtzen blacks were iisted as held .
captive on the Paris list. Of these, four. have been returned.
Additionally two blacks were listed as having died while in captivity.

‘This leaves a total of 54 olacks unaccounted- for. The fullest poss‘ble
: -_:1::0unt1nf* for all our mlssmcr is of great concern to us. I am-
“enclosing a memorandum irom Dr. Rocer E. S‘\}.e,’. Dlruc‘.o* of
Ene Department of Defenae R /I\/IL\ Task Fo*ce to mexnbers of
‘Congress which EXOI'LSbbS tne Depart%ﬂent of. Defense \..OI'ICPI'D. ar*.J

p'°umc1es a desc*lptlon O,L the effor is bem vnade to acquire an
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deserves, I} have persona lly ta.ll\bd '\Vl"h znan*.' news medva n:cmbers

WNno rapresent mmorlty groups: to helo them orowd - coverage on our

minority Americans.” Youmay have seen the March 8th issus of
Jet Magazine which has quite an extensive a.rt,.cle ent-.ltlc_.d "What's
Ahead ior Returning BTa.cL Drlsoners, T |
| Addltlona.lly I am pers onally aware. tha.t Johnson Pubhca.tlons. with
‘'my help, covered the return of the first aroup at Cla. 1\ Air Base in
the Ph111ppme Isla.nds. o | S - .

Thank you for your humanltarla.n concern for the members of our
Armed Forces. .t-Iopefully the mformauon I have given \Vlll be
helpiful. - S _. e

S,.,zcerely,

Al

‘.Daniel Jaﬂi
" Major Genex
De nuty ﬁqal
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