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Collection Summary
Title: Jason Hamacher collection
Inclusive Dates: 2006-2015
Call No.: AFC 2017/007
Collector: Hamacher, Jason
Extent (whole collection): 14,259 items
Extent (sound recordings): 14 sound files (WAV) : digital
Extent (sound recordings): 2 sound discs (CD) : digital ; 44 3/4 in.
Extent (graphic materials): 14,236 photographs : digital, PSD, CR2, TIFF, JPG
Extent (moving images): 7 video files (MOV) : digital
Language: Collection material in English, Arabic, and Armenian.
Location: American Folklife Center, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
LC Catalog record: https://lccn.loc.gov/2017655231
Summary: Collection of documentary photographs and field recordings of religious traditions and everyday life in Aleppo,
Syria between 2006 and 2010.

Provenance
Jason Hamacher; Donation; 2017.

Accruals
No further accruals are expected.

Processing History
The Jason Hamacher collection was processed by Sara Ludewig in July 2024.

Related Material
Related materials in the Library of Congress's collections:

• Witness, Aleppo: Armenian, Assyrian, and Arab Music, Stories and Images from Pre-War Syria

Copyright Status
The rights in this collection held by Jason Hamacher are protected by copyright for the full duration under U.S. copyright
law. Rights belonging to third parties may be governed by copyright or other restrictions.

Access and Restrictions
The Jason Hamacher collection is open to research. To request materials, please contact the Folklife Reading Room at
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/folklife.contact

Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [item, date, container number], Jason
Hamacher collection (AFC 2017/007), American Folklife Center, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
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Biographical Note
Jason Hamacher is a punk musician, photographer, and writer. He is the founder of Lost Origin Productions.

Scope and Content
Collection of field recordings of Syrian sacred music traditions and extensive documentary photographs of religious
traditions and everyday life in the city of Aleppo, Syria. Between 2006 and 2010, the Syrian government and the Syriac
Orthodox Church granted Hamacher unprecedented access to sites in the city of Aleppo. Over the course of his five
trips to Syria, he documented Syria's minority religious communities including Jews, Sufi Muslims, and several Christian
denominations. The collection includes raw image files of religious traditions and culture as well as unedited field
recordings of Sufi chants collected by Hamacher. Also included are audio files from two published albums documenting
Sufi chants and Armenian Christian chants.

Arrangement
The Jason Hamacher collection is organized into 5 series:

• Series 1: Syria trip 1, 2006
• Series 2: Syria trip 2, 2007
• Series 3: Syria trip 3, 2008
• Series 4: Syria trip 4, 2008
• Series 5: Syria trip 5, 2010-2015

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the LC Catalog. They are grouped by
name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically.

People
Hamacher, Jason

Subjects
Armenian chants--Syria.
Armenians--Syria--Religion.
Churches--Syria--Photographs.
Documentary photography--Syria.
Mosques--Syria--Photographs.
Sufi chants--Syria.
Sufi music--Syria.
Syrians--Syria--Photographs.

Places
Syria--Religious life and customs.
Syria--Social life and customs.

Form/Genre
Digital photographs--Color--2000-2010.
Field recordings.
Sound recordings.
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Description of Series
Container Series

Series 1: Syria trip 1, 2006

Series 2: Syria trip 2, 2007

Series 3: Syria trip 3, 2008

Series 4: Syria trip 4, 2008

Series 5: Syria trip 5, 2010-2015
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Container List

Container Contents

Series 1: Syria trip 1, 2006

Digital ID:
afc2017007_dc001

Photographs, 2006
Filepath: Syria trip 1, 2006
Extent: 3,565 color photographs (PSD, CR2, JPG, TIFF)
Raw photograph files from Hamacher's first trip to Syria in 2006. Photographs include

documentation of religious and musical traditions, landmarks and historic sites, and
everyday life and customs in the city of Aleppo. Duplicate photographs may exist
throughout this series.

Series 2: Syria trip 2, 2007

Digital ID:
afc2017007_dc001

Photographs, 2007
Filepath: Syria trip 2, 2007
Extent: 5,675 color photographs (PSD, CR2, JPG, TIFF)
Raw photograph files from Hamacher's trip to Syria in 2007. Photographs include

documentation of religious and musical traditions, landmarks and historic sites,
foodways, and everyday life and customs in the city of Aleppo. Duplicate photographs
may exist throughout this series.

Series 3: Syria trip 3, 2008

Digital ID:
afc2017007_dc001

Photographs, 2008
Filepath: Syria trip 3, 2008
Extent: 2,151 color photographs (PSD, CR2, JPG, TIFF)
Raw photograph files from the first of Hamacher's two trips to Syria in 2008. His 2008 trips

focused on documentation of Jewish sites in Syria. Photographs include documentation
of religious and musical traditions, landmarks and historic sites, foodways, and everyday
life and customs in the city of Aleppo. Duplicate photographs may exist throughout this
series.

Series 4: Syria trip 4, 2008

Digital ID:
afc2017007_dc001

Photographs, 2008
Filepath: Syria trip 4, 2008
Extent: 579 color photographs (CR2, JPG, TIFF)
Raw photograph files from the second of Hamacher's two trips to Syria in 2008. His

2008 trips focused on documentation of Jewish sites in Syria. Photographs include
documentation of religious and musical traditions, landmarks and historic sites, and
everyday life and customs in the city of Aleppo. Duplicate photographs may exist
throughout this series.

Series 5: Syria trip 5, 2010-2015

Digital ID:
afc2017007_dc001

Photographs, 2010
Filepath: Syria trip 5, 2010
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Extent: 2,266 color photographs (PSD, CR2, JPG, TIFF)
Raw photograph files from Hamacher's final trip to Syria in 2010. Photographs include

documentation of religious and musical traditions, landmarks and historic sites,
foodways, and everyday life and customs in the city of Aleppo. Duplicate photographs
may exist throughout this series.

Digital ID:
afc2017007_dc001

Field recordings, 2010
Filepath: Syria trip 5, 2010\Field recordings
Extent: 7 video files (MOV)
Unedited field recordings of Nawa, a group of men formed to perserve musical traditions in

Aleppo, performing traditional Sufi chants and songs.
Digital ID:
afc2017007_dc002

Nawa: Ancient Sufi Invocations & Forgotten Songs from Aleppo, 2014
Track 1: Fasel Al Jalal, Track 2: Fasel Al Sawi, Track 3: Fasel Kesmet Al Sawi, Track

4: Mowashah Al Refku Be Maftoon, Track 5: Mowashah Habbatha Al Dugah, Track 6:
Mowashah Dhabya Wadi Al Naqah

Performers: Mouhammed Amino, Fawaz Baker, Khaled Al Hafez, Mouhammed Hlouhi,
Ibrahim Jaber, Ibrahim Muslimani, Mouhammed Muslimani, Bashar Al Sayed, Tarek Al
Sayed Yehya

Extent: 6 sound files (WAV)
Nawa performed traditional Sufi chants and songs, sometimes in public, until the outbreak of

civil war in Syria. These songs and chants were recorded as part of Hamacher's final trip
to Syria in 2010 and released as an album by Lost Origin Productions in 2014.

Digital ID:
afc2017007_dc003

Forty Martyrs: Armenian Chanting from Aleppo, 2015
Track 1: When, Track 2: Today He Rose from the Dead, Track 3: Great and Wondrous

Mystery, Track 4: We Who are Gathered at the Renunciation, Track 5: In Heavenly
Jerusalem, Track 6: Lord Have Mercy, Track 7: Praise the Lord O' Jerusalem, Track 8:
Our Father

Performer: V. Rev. Yeznig Zegchanian
Extent: 8 sound files (WAV)
Armenian chants recorded by Hamacher in Forty Martyrs Armenian Apostolic Church

during his 2006 and 2010 trips to Syria and released as an album by Lost Origin
Productions in 2015.

BOX-FOLDER 1/1 Optical media, 2014-2015
Extent: 2 sound discs (CD)
Optical discs and associated manuscripts that originally housed digital files from

afc2017007_dc002 and afc2017007_dc003.

Series 5: Syria trip 5, 2010-2015

Container Contents
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