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Collection Summary
Title: Finn Ronne and Edith M. Ronne map collection
Inclusive Dates: 1930-1994
Bulk Dates: 1932-1958
Call No.: G9801.S12 coll .R6
Creator: Ronne, Edith M. (Edith Maslin), 1919-2009; Ronne, Finn
Extent: 56 maps, 1 unbound volume
Language: Collection material primarily in English. One map is in Spanish.
Location: Geography and Map Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
LC Catalog record: https://lccn.loc.gov/2024593547
Summary: The Finn Ronne and Edith M. Ronne map collection contains 56 maps and 1 unbound volume, each related
to the Ronnes' exploratory expeditions to the Antarctic continent. The maps were used in a variety of scenarios, including
as plans for upcoming expeditions, summaries of completed journeys, charting territories and geographic features,
and identifying areas recently mapped by the Ronnes or other explorers. Many maps contain annotations. The maps
predominantly concern Finn Ronne's four major Antarctic journeys: the Byrd Antarctic Expedition II (1933-1935),
the United States Antarctic Service Expedition (1939-1941), the Ronne Antarctic Research Expedition "R.A.R.E."
(1946-1948), and Operation Deep Freeze during the International Geophysical Year (1957-1958).

Acquisition Information
The Finn Ronne and Edith M. Ronne map collection was transfered to the Geography and Map Division from the
Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress in 2019. The papers of Finn Ronne and Edith M. Ronne were donated by
Karen Ronne Tupek to the Library of Congress Manuscript Division in 2018.

Processing History
The map collection was processed and arranged by Richard Devery in May 2024. The papers of Finn Ronne and Edith M.
Ronne were arranged and described by Karen Linn Femia with the assistance of Jake Bozza, Chanté Flowers, Kathleen
O'Neill, Emilia Schrier, and Tammi Taylor in 2019.

Additional Guides
See also the Manuscript Division's finding aid for the full collection: Finn Ronne and Edith M. Ronne papers, 1900-2012

Transfers
The maps in this collection were transfered from the Manuscript Division in 2019. A selection of maps were retained by the
Manuscript Division.

Other Repositories
The National Archives and Records Administration in College Park, Maryland, holds a collection of additional papers from
the Ronne family: Finn Ronne Family Papers Collection, 1942-1978.

Copyright Status
Materials from the Finn Ronne and Edith M. Ronne map collection are governed by the Copyright Law of the United States
(Title 17, U.S.C.) and other applicable international copyright laws.
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Access and Restrictions
The Finn Ronne and Edith M. Ronne map collection is open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the Geography
and Map Reading Room prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed to retrieve these
items for research use.

Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, Finn Ronne and
Edith M. Ronne map collection, Geography and Map Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note
Finn Ronne (b. December 20, 1899; d. January 12, 1980) was an American explorer responsible for charting some of the
last unvisited and unknown regions of the Antarctic continent, which he visited 9 times throughout his life. Ronne was born
in Horton, Norway and emigrated to the United States in 1923, initially working as an engineer. In 1933 and 1939, he made
his first trips to the Antarctic region as a member of Admiral Richard E. Byrd's party to the south polar region. Ronne
served in the U.S. Navy during World War II, after which he embarked on his own expedition to Antarctica in 1947 with his
wife Edith.

Today's maps of Antarctica bear several names that resulted from Ronne's expeditions to Antarctica, notably the Ronne
Ice Shelf in the Weddell Sea region -- named after Edith -- and the Ronne Entrance (formerly Ronne Bay) in honor of his
father, Martin Richard Ronne. Ronne visited and discovered many parts of the Weddell Sea area, including much of the
coastline along the Antarctic Peninsula. In all, it Ronne traveled an estimated 3,600 miles by ski and dogsled during his
expeditions to Antarctica.

Ronne retired from the Navy reserve service in 1961 and went on to publish two noteworthy books, Antarctic Command
and The Ronne Expedition to Antarctica, both of which added to several other important expedition reports, scientific
works, and books on Antarctica by Ronne.

Edith M. Ronne (b. October 13, 1919; d. June 14, 2009) was an accomplished explorer and geographer, and in 1947
became the first American woman to set foot on Antarctica, and one of the first women to overwinter on the continent
(Jennie Darlington -- another member of the same expedition -- was the other first woman). Edith Ann Maslin was born
in Baltimore, Maryland and received a degree in history at George Washington University in Washington, D.C. After
graduation, she spent time working at the National Geographic Society and the Department of State before marrying Finn
Ronne in 1944. In 1947, she accompanied Finn on an expedition to map the uncharted regions of the Antarctic Peninsula.
Among many roles on the expedition, she served as the "recorder-historian" and wrote dispatches to the New York Times
and North American Newspaper Alliance, and also assisted the expedition's seismologist with taking readings of tidal and
seismic observations.

For the remainder of her life, Edith was a writer and lecturer on Antarctica. She served as the President of the Society of
Woman Geographers from 1978-1981, and published Antarctica's First Lady in 2004.

Scope and Content Note
The material is primarily organized around Finn Ronne's four major Antarctic expeditions: the Byrd Antarctic Expedition
II (1933-1935), the United States Antarctic Service Expedition (1939-1941), the Ronne Antarctic Research Expedition
"R.A.R.E." (1946-1948), and Operation Deep Freeze during the International Geophysical Year (1957-1958).

Arrangement
The Finn Ronne and Edith M. Ronne map collection is organized in 2 series:

• Series 1: Maps, 1930-1994

Finn Ronne and Edith M. Ronne map collection  3

https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/gmd.contact
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/gmd.contact


• Series 2: Oversize maps, 1943-1970

Selected Bibliography
Ronne, Edith M. Antarctica's first lady: memoirs of the first American woman to set foot on the Antarctic continent and

winter-over as a member of a pioneering expedition. Beaumont, Texas: Clifton Steamboat Museum, Three Rivers Council
#578, BSA, 2004. LC record.

Ronne, Finn. Antarctic command. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1961. LC record.
Ronne, Finn. Antarctic conquest; the story of the Ronne Expedition, 1946-1948. New York: Putnam's Sons, 1949. LC

record.
Ronne, Finn. Antarctica, my destiny: a personal history by the last of the great Polar explorers. New York: Hastings House,

1979. LC record.
Ronne, Finn. Reports covering tests conducted on the Ronne Antarctic research expedition of the American Antarctic

Association, Inc., for U.S. Air Force under contract no. W33-038 ac-16047 (17112). Washington, D.C., 1948. LC record.
Ronne, Finn with Howard Liss. The Ronne expedition to Antarctica. New York: J. Messner, 1971. LC record.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the LC Catalog. They are grouped by
name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically.

People
Ronne, Edith M. (Edith Maslin), 1919-2009
Ronne, Finn, cartographer, collector.

Organizations
Byrd Antarctic Expedition (1st : 1928-1930)--Maps.
Byrd Antarctic Expedition (2nd : 1933-1935)--Maps.
Operation Deep Freeze--Maps.
Ronne Antarctic Research Expedition (1946-1948)--Maps.
United States Antarctic Service Expedition (1939-1941)--Maps.

Subjects
Aerial photogrammetry--Antartica--Maps.
Cartography--Antarctica--Maps.
Discoveries in geography--Maps.
Geophysics--Polar regions--Maps.
International Geophysical Year, 1957-1958--Maps.
Scientific expeditions--Antarctica--Maps.

Places
Antarctic Peninsula (Antarctica)--Aerial exploration--Maps.
Antarctic Peninsula (Antarctica)--Discovery and exploration--Maps.
Antarctica--Aerial exploration--Maps.
Antarctica--Discovery and exploration--Maps.
Ronne Ice Shelf (Antarctica)--Aerial exploration--Maps.
Ronne Ice Shelf (Antarctica)--Discovery and exploration--Maps.
South Pole--Aerial exploration--Maps.
South Pole--Discovery and exploration--Maps.
Weddell Sea (Antarctica)--Aerial exploration--Maps.
Weddell Sea (Antarctica)--Discovery and exploration--Maps.
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Container List

Container Contents
Finn Ronne and Edith M. Ronne map collection, 1930-1994, bulk 1945-1958

SERIES 1 Maps, 1930-1994
Arrangement: This series is arranged chronologically.
48 maps and 1 unbound volume showing Antarctica and the surrounding waters at varying

scales and projections, depicting exploration routes, delineations of known and unknown
regions and geographic features, and plans for future exploration. Mix of manuscript and
printed maps. Many maps annotated in unknown hand(s).

These maps primarily depict regions and activities deriving from Finn Ronne's four major
Antarctic expeditions: Byrd Antarctic Expedition II (1933-1935); U.S. Antarctic Service
Exploration (1939-1941), Ronne Antarctic Research Expedition (1946-1948); Operation
Deep Freeze.

ITEM 1 [Outline map of Antarctica showing location of Stonington Island]
Scale: approximately 1:75,000,000
12 x 18 cm

ITEM 2 [Antarctica]
Scale: approximately 1:50,000,000
20 x 19 cm

ITEM 3 [Lower sheet of a larger map]
Single sheet of a larger, unknown map. Shows the area of Marguerite Bay, Fallieres Coast,

and Seligman Inlet areas of the Palmer Peninsula region, Antarctica. Stonington Island
is circled in red pen.

Sheet 28 x 44 cm
ITEM 4 Physical map of the Arctic, 1930

Cartographer: American Geographical Society of New York
Scale: 1:20,000,000
36 x 36 cm

ITEM 5 Map showing the field of operations of the "Norvegia" Antarctic expedition of 1930-1931
(1932)
Cartographer: American Geographical Society of New York
Scale: 1:25,000,000
Geographical Review, vol. XXII, no. 1, 1932, pl. I
44 x 47 cm
2 copies.

ITEMS 6 The Antarctic regions, 1932
Cartographer: Bumstead, Albert H. (Albert Hoit), 1875-1940; Darley, James M. (James

Morrison).
Scale: 1:16,000,000
2 copies.
46 x 55 cm

ITEM 7 [Map of Antarctica showing routes of expeditions], circa 1938
34 x 27 cm

ITEM 8 Antarctica, March 3, 1939
Scale: approximately 1:35,000,000
26 x 24 cm
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ITEM 9 Antarctic regions, Palmer land, U.S. Antarctic expedition, 1942?
Cartographer: Ronne, Finn
Scale: approximately 1:7,000,000
Color copy of a manuscript map. Annotated in ink showing mountain locations.
34 x 25 cm

ITEMS 10-16 AAF Aeronautical charts, 1943-1951
4 maps, 1 index map showing series coverage. All maps in this series made by the Army

Map Service for the Aeronautical Chart Service. All maps have an index to sheets on
their verso.

Scale: 1:1,000,000
AAF aeronautical charts (AAF regional), index no. 2, Northern Hemisphere, east, (recto)

and index no.3, Southern Hemisphere, West (verso), September 1945
South Shetland Islands, June 1943

Sheet no.: 1737
South Shetland Islands, June 1949

Sheet no.: 1737
2 copies

Adelaide Island, June 1943
Sheet no.: 1762

Adelaide Island, March 1950
Sheet no.: 1762

Robert English Coast, May 1951
Sheet no.: 1808
2 copies

Luitpold Coast, July 1951
Sheet no.: 1828
2 copies

ITEM 17-20 Discovery and exploration in Antarctica, circa 1947
Cartographer: United States. Central Intelligence Agency. Map Branch
Scale: 1:5,500,000
1 map on 4 sheets, dividing Antarctica 1 quadrant per sheet. Each sheet's map is 57 x 60

cm
Pacific quadrant

(110°W-160°E)
South American quadrant

(20°W-110°W)
African quadrant

(70°E-20°W)
Indic quadrant

(160°E-70°E)
ITEM 21 U.S. Naval Antarctic Expedition 1946-1947, 10 April 1947

Cartographer: Roscoe, John H.
Scale: approximately 1:15,000,000
Marked "Confidential" and "Restricted," both subsequently crossed out.
Photocopy
Annotated in pencil.
57 x 61 cm

ITEM 22 Discovery and exploration in Antarctica: Palmer Peninsula, circa 1947
Cartographer: United States. Central Intelligence Agency. Map Branch

Maps, 1930-1994
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Scale: 1:2,750,000
Marked "Restricted"
51 x 87 cm

ITEM 23 Routes of ships in So. Pacific with relation to Macy's Island and Swain's Island, circa 1947
Cartographer: Martin, Laurence[?]
Contains note: This messy work-map is presented to Cmdr. Finn Ronne for use in a

possible airplane search, net year en route northward, for Macy's Island and Swain's
Island (crosses inside red circles) or to prove that the two isds [islands?] are one, and
determine its position correctly, & take possession for U.S.A. Open spaces between
vessel routes in 59° and 60° S. are most promising localities. LM

Extensively annotated manuscript map.
38 x 35 cm

ITEM 24 Bay of Whales area, 1947
Cartographers: Siple, Paul, 1908-1968; Roscoe, John
Scale: approximately 1:110,000
Annotated: Rare II 21
23 x 14 cm

ITEM 25 [Map of Antarctic coast along the Weddell Sea], 1948
Scale: 1:3,000,000
Geographical Review, July 1948
Covers area of W 64° - W 56° / S 71° - S 76°.
Note on verso: The Weddell Sea coastal area with newly discovered and named

features. Accurately located landmarks appearing in the photographic coverage were
determined by the Joint American-British and the Ronne Weddell Sea party which
covered 1,180 miles during 105 days on the trail. (Map "B"). Fig III page 15.

24 x 14 cm
ITEM 26 U.S. Naval Antarctic expedition 1946-1947, task group 68, [circa 1948?]

Scale: approximately 1:80,000,000
Annotated: Rare II 20
16 x 17 cm

ITEM 27 Detail map of newly discovered Weddell Sea area, July, 1948
Scale: 1:3,000,000
Geographical Review
22 x 13 cm

ITEM 28 Route of sledge party, [circa 1948?]
Scale: approximately 1:640,000
Color photocopy of a manuscript map showing the route of a sledge party along the

Weddell Sea coast.
86 x 25 cm on 4 sheets.

ITEM 29 Antarctica and U.S. comparative size, [circa 1948?]
Scale: approximately 1:25,000,000
29 x 29 cm

ITEM 30 Ronne Antarctic research expedition, 1947-1948, provisional sketch map, July 1948
Cartographer: Ronne, Finn
Scale: approximately 1:4,900,000

ITEM 31 Antarctica, June, 1949
Cartographer: United States. Central Intelligence Agency. Map Branch.
Scale: 1:60,000,000
Shows pack ice, icebergs, and isotherm of the warmest month.
11036

Maps, 1930-1994
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2 copies
26 x 31 cm

ITEM 32 Arctic and adjacent regions as seen from the southern hemisphere through a transparent
globe, June, 1949
Cartographer: United States. Central Intelligence Agency. Map Branch.
Scale: 1:60,000,000
5 copies
11063
26 x 31 cm

ITEM 33 Americans in Antarctica, 1775-1948, circa 1949
Scale: approximately 1:3,900,000
"Corrected map," with many annotations and revisions.
27 x 25 cm

ITEM 34 Territorial claims in Antarctica, [circa 1950?]
Scale: 1:40,000,000
22 x 20 cm

ITEM 35 Ronne Antarctic research expedition, 1947-1948, [circa 1950?]
34 x 17 cm

ITEM 36 Antarctica aerial photographic coverage, January 1, 1950
Cartographers: Sweed, H.L.; Clark, M.L.
Scale: 1:15,000,000
47 x 47 cm

ITEM 37 South Polar regions, 1953?
Cartographer: Rand McNally and Company
Scale: 1:28,000,000
Map of the Atlantic Ocean on verso.
23 x 31 cm

ITEM 38 The ice cap and sub-glacial topography, Queen Maud Land in 1952 and the Piri Res Map of
1513, 1955
Cartographer: Mallery, Arlington Humphrey
Scale: approximately 1:2,112,000
photocopy
32 x 28 cm

ITEM 39 The sub-glacial islands, bays and coast lines of Western Queen Maud Land, Antarctica as
shown on the Piri Reisin map of 1513, circa 1955
Scale: 1:2,500,000
photocopy
24 x 15 cm

ITEM 40 Antarctica: Captain Finn Ronne's journeys, [December, 1955?]
Scale: approximately 1:41,000,000
26 x 19 cm

ITEM 41 Antarctica, Mar de Weddell, levantamiento expeditivo efectuado por el rompehielos A.R.A.
Gral. San Martin, January 1955
Scale: 1:522,900
Annotated in pencil.
Map in Spanish, annotations in English.
Reproduced by the U.S. Navy Hydrographic Office from Argentine Chart. No. 3
45 x 63 cm

Maps, 1930-1994
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ITEM 42 Antarctica exploration and claims as of 1 February 1956
Scale: approximately 1:14,000,000
52 x 67 cm

ITEMS 43 Edith Ronne Land: South Atlantic Ocean, Western Hemisphere, edition 1 -- AMS, sheet 30,
series 1130, April 1957
Cartographer: United States. Army Map Service.
Scale: 1:4,973,000
Edition 1-AMS
2 copies
Strategic planning maps 1:5,000,000 series
Each copy uniquely annotated.
49 x 69 cm

ITEM 44 [Edith Ronne Land], April 11, 1958
Cartographer: Ronne, Finn.
Scale: 1:5,000,000
Copied from tracing, on tracing linen.
42 x 35 cm

ITEM 45 [Polar plotting sheet with manuscript map of Hubley Island/Filchner Ice Shelf region of
Antarctica], 1958
Photocopy of a manuscript map on a printed polar plotting chart.
"Data compiled by Ellsworth IGY traverse 1957-8."
79 x 89 cm

ITEM 46 Antarctica, 1966
Cartographer: National Geographic Society (U.S.). Cartographic Division.
Scale: 1:9,820,800
49 x 64 cm

ITEM 47 Antarctic map folio series: history of Antarctic exploration and scientific investigation. Folio
19, 1975
Author: American Geographical Society of New York
6 pgs, 15 plates with text.
Unbound serial publication.

ITEM 48 Antarctica, 1994
Cartographer: National Geographic Society (U.S.). Cartographic Division.
Scale: 1:10,182,000
46 x 61 cm

SERIES 2 Oversized maps, 1943-1970
Arrangement: This series is arranged chronologically.
Maps removed from the first series due to size constraints.

ITEM 1 Long range air navigation chart: Palmer Peninsula, Deception Island, South Shetland Island,
South Orkney Island, and Peter I Island, 1943
Cartographer: United States. Army Map Service.
Scale: 1:3,000,000
Annotated in colored pencil.

ITEM 2 U.S. aeronautical planning chart, Australian Antarctic (AP-42); Ellsworth Land (AP-43),
circa 1949-1950
Scale: 1:5,000,000
Annotated in pencil and ink plotting air routes.
AP-42 and AP-43 are on opposite sides of the same sheet, forming one map of Antarctica.
143 x 115 cm

Maps, 1930-1994
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ITEM 3 Antarctica, Amundsen Sea to Palmer Peninsula, September 1955
Cartographer: United States. Hydrographic Office.
Scale: 1:1,500,000
1st edition.
H.O. 6638
Annotated in red pencil.
Contains note: This map highlights all features named by Finn Ronne on the Ronne

Antarctic Research Expedition 1946-48 (w/ Board on Geographic Names approval)
82 x 127 cm

ITEM 4 Antarctica, Palmer Peninsula, September 1955
Cartographer: United States. Hydrographic Office.
Scale: 1:1,500,000
1st edition.
H.O. 6639
Annotated in red ink and red pencil
Contains note: This map also features some areas named (or under consideration) by

Finn Ronne on the Ronne Antarctic Research Expedition 1946-1948 (with Board on
Geographic Names approval)

127 x 82 cm
ITEM 5 Antarctic strip chart series, Ushuaia Airfield, South America to Filchner Ice Shelf,

Antarctica, July 1958
Cartographer: United States. Hydrographic Office.
Scale: 1:2,188,000
3rd edition.
H.O. 16384-5
on sheet 92 x 138 cm

ITEM 6 USAF global navigation and planning chart series, Arctic Ocean GNC 1, 1959
Cartographers: Aeronautical Chart and Information Center (U.S.)
Scale: 1:5,000,000
1st edition, revised.
146 x 106 cm

ITEM 7 USAF global navigation and planning chart series, Antarctica GNC 26 N, 1960
Cartographers: Aeronautical Chart and Information Center (U.S.)
Scale: 1:5,000,000
2nd edition.
146 x 106 cm

ITEM 8 USAF global navigation and planning chart series, Antarctica GNC 26 N, 1961
Cartographers: Aeronautical Chart and Information Center (U.S.)
Scale: 1:5,000,000
3rd edition.
146 x 106 cm

ITEM 9 World 1:5,000,000 series, sheet 13, Antarctica, 1970
Cartographer: American Geographical Society of New York
Scale: 1:5,000,000
101 x 138 cm
2 copies.

Oversized maps, 1943-1970
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