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Collection Summary
Title: Philip H. Reisman, Jr. collection
Inclusive Dates: 1942-1951
Creator: Reisman, Philip, Jr., 1916-1999
Extent: 105 scripts
Extent: 3 containers
Extent: 1.25 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Location: Moving Image Research Center, National Audio-Visual Conservation Center, Library of Congress, Washington,
D.C.
LC Catalog record: https://lccn.loc.gov/2021605492
Summary: The Philip H. Reisman, Jr. Collection consists of 103 cutting continuities for RKO-Pathe's This is America
series of non-fiction short films from 1942-1951, and for 2 specials which preceded and postdated the series.
Location: A1689-A1691

Provenance
Gift; the family of Philip H. Reisman, Jr., 2021

Accruals
No further accruals are expected.

Processing History
The Philip H. Reisman, Jr. Collection was processed by David Jackson in 2021.

Text provided by the family of Philip H. Reisman, Jr., used for the biographical section of this finding aid.

Copyright Status
Restrictions may exist on copying, quoting, or publishing material included in the collection. For additional information,
contact a reference librarian in the Moving Image Research Center, National Audio-Visual Conservation Center, Library of
Congress, Washington, DC, 20540-4690; (202) 707-8572.

Access and Restrictions
The Philip H. Reisman, Jr. Collection is open to research. Advance notice is required; contact a reference librarian in
the Moving Image Research Center, National Audio-Visual Conservation Center, Library of Congress, Washington, DC,
20540-4690; (202) 707-8572.

Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [Container number, eg., Box 3], Philip
H. Reisman, Jr. Collection, National Audio-Visual Conservation Center, Library of Congress.
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Biographical Note
Born November 12, 1916, in St. Paul, Minn., Philip Reisman, Jr., grew up in New Rochelle, N.Y., and attended Brown
University. He worked at RKO-Pathe as script editor, head writer and editorial supervisor on its This is America newsreels
and shorts before enlisting in the United States Marine Corps in World War II, serving as a Technical Sergeant in its 5th
Marine Division Combat Photographic Section. He returned to RKO in 1945 and wrote the English narration for Thor
Heyerdahl's Kon Tiki (released 1951), and the feature film Tattooed Stranger (1949).

In 1951, he moved into television as script editor on the TV shows Man Against Crime, I Spy, and The Hunter. Reisman
became a freelancer in 1955, writing the feature films Special Delivery (Columbia, 1955) and Assassins, Inc. (Espada
Films, 1956). For television in the 1950s he wrote original scripts for Armstrong Circle Theatre, Studio One, NBC Project
Twenty, CBS Twentieth Century series, and Kaiser Aluminum Hour, and several adaptations for Kraft Theatre.

Joining the picket line in 1960, he actively participated in the Writers Guild of America (WGA)'s successful 146-day
strike for residuals. He resumed writing for television, adapting Sinclair Lewis' Arrowsmith (1960) and Stephen Vincent
Benet's The Devil and Daniel Webster (1960), He wrote the documentary Big City (1960); Merrily We Roll Along: The
Early Days of the Automobile, narrated by Groucho Marx (1961); and Cops and Robbers, narrated by Edward G. Robinson
(1962), receiving an Edgar Award from the Mystery Writers of America. His adaptation of Ibsen's Hedda Gabler (1962)
was nominated for the 1962-64 TV-Radio Writers Annual Award and for the WGA award. Reisman wrote "The Real
West" for NBC Project Twenty (1961), narrated by Gary Cooper, which won the Premio Italia (1961), the Cine Golden
Eagle (1961), and was given awards by WGA, National Cowboy Hall of Fame, Berlin International Film Festival, Cork
International Film Festival, Venice International Film Festival, Victoria International Film Festival, African Film Festival,
AM Film Festival (N.Y.), Vancouver International Film Festival, and the Belgian National Center/Films for Children, and
was nominated for a Television Academy Award.

Reisman's All the Way Home screenplay of James Agee's A Death in the Family and Tad Mosel's Pulitzer Prize play,
starring Robert Preston and Jean Simmons (Paramount/Talent Associates), opened in Lincoln Center in 1963 and was
collected by the Library of Congress. His Red, White, and Blue narrated by Walter Brennan (1964) won American Film
Festival and Freedom Foundation awards. Reisman's "The End of the Trail" (Project Twenty, 1964), also narrated by
Brennan, was nominated for a Television Academy Award, was given the Cine Golden Eagle, and received Western
Heritage Wrangler, Ohio State University, Festival dei Popoli (Florence) and American Film Festival awards. Reisman was
given the Eugene O'Neill Memorial Foundation Award in 1965. His feature P.J. starring George Peppard was released by
Universal in 1968.

In the 1970s, in addition to numerous other produced TV projects, Reisman wrote episodes for The Adams Chronicles
(1975) and Sandberg's Lincoln (1976).

In the 1980s, Reisman adapted for TV Mark Twain's Life on the Mississippi (1980), The Private History of the Campaign
That Failed (1981), and Pudd'nhead Wilson (1984), winning WGA and Cine nominations and a Peabody Award from the
University of Georgia School of Journalism.

Reisman was a longtime member of Writers Guild of America, East (WGAE); he served on its Council and on the New
York chapter of the TV Academy Board of Governors. He was a panelist at the National Playwrights Conference of the
Eugene O'Neill Memorial Theater Foundation in 1966, became a trustee of the Eugene O'Neill Theater in Waterford,
Conn. Reisman's lifelong interest in supporting accurate and respectful recognition of Native Americans led to his writing
numerous articles and presenting related programs to New York groups. In retirement, he researched and wrote for
publications of the Larchmont (N.Y.) Historical Society. Reisman died June 1, 1999, in New Rochelle, N.Y.

Scope and Content Note
The Philip H. Reisman, Jr. Collection consists of 103 cutting continuities for RKO-Pathe's This is America series of
non-fiction short films from 1942-1951, and for 2 specials which preceded and postdated the series.
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Arrangement
The Philip H. Reisman, Jr. Collection is organized in 1 series:

• Series I. Cutting Continuities, 1942-1951

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the LC Catalog. They are grouped by
name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically.

People
Reisman, Philip, Jr., 1916-1999--Archives.
Reisman, Philip, Jr., 1916-1999.

Organizations
RKO-Pathe.

Subjects
Documentary films.
Short films.

Titles
Philip H. Reisman, Jr. collection of This is America scripts, 1942-1951
This is America (RKO-Pathe).
This is America scripts, 1942-1951

Form/Genre
Continuities.
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Description of Series
Container Series

Series 1. Cutting Continuities, 1942-1951
Arranged according to sequence order.
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Container List

Container Contents

Series 1. Cutting Continuities, 1942-1951
Arranged according to sequence order.

BOX-FOLDER 1/1 Victory Special ; no. 1, Conquer by the clock
Production no.: 34201

BOX-FOLDER 1/2 This is America ; series 1, no. [1], Private Smith of the U. S. A.
Production no.: 33101

BOX-FOLDER 1/3 This is America ; series 1, no. [2], Women-at-arms
Production no.: 33102

BOX-FOLDER 1/4 This is America ; series 1, no. [3], Army chaplain
Production no.: 33104

BOX-FOLDER 1/5 This is America ; series 1, no. [4], Boomtown D. C.
Production no.: 33105

BOX-FOLDER 1/6 This is America ; series 1, no. [5], Air crew
Production no.: 33106

BOX-FOLDER 1/7 This is America ; series 1, no. 6, Medicine on guard
Production no.: 33107

BOX-FOLDER 1/8 This is America ; series 1, no. 7, Merchant seamen
Production no.: 33108

BOX-FOLDER 1/9 This is America ; series 1, no. 8, Lieutenant Smith
Production no.: 33109

BOX-FOLDER 1/10 This is America ; series 1, no. 9, Pacific island no. 43
Production no.: 33110

BOX-FOLDER 1/11 This is America ; series 1, no. 10, Broadway dim-out
Production no.: 33111

BOX-FOLDER 1/12 This is America ; series 1, no. 11, Arctic passage
Production no.: 33112

BOX-FOLDER 1/13 This is America ; series 1, no. 12, Age of flight
Production no.: 33113

BOX-FOLDER 1/14 This is America ; series 1, no. 13, Children of Mars
Production no.: 43101

BOX-FOLDER 1/15 This is America ; series 2, no. 1, Sailors all
Production no.: 43102

BOX-FOLDER 1/16 This is America ; series 2, no. 2, Letter to a hero
Production no.: 43103

BOX-FOLDER 1/17 This is America ; series 2, no. 3, New prisons - new men
Production no.: 43104

BOX-FOLDER 1/18 This is America ; series 2, no. 4, Mail call
Production no.: 43105

BOX-FOLDER 1/19 This is America ; series 2, no. 5, News front
Production no.: 43106

BOX-FOLDER 1/20 This is America ; series 2, no. 6, Aircraft carrier
Production no.: 43107
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BOX-FOLDER 1/21 This is America ; series 2, no. 7, Viva Mexico!
Production no.: 43108

BOX-FOLDER 1/22 This is America ; series 2, no. 8, Hot money
Production no.: 43109

BOX-FOLDER 1/23 This is America ; series 2, no. 9, They fight again
Production no.: 43110

BOX-FOLDER 1/24 This is America ; series 2, no. 10, Rockefeller Center
Production no.: 43111

BOX-FOLDER 1/25 This is America ; series 2, no. 11, Brazil today
Production no.: 43112

BOX-FOLDER 1/26 This is America ; series 2, no. 12, That men may live
Production no.: 43113

BOX-FOLDER 1/27 This is America ; series 2, no. 13, Navy yard
Production no.: 53101

BOX-FOLDER 1/28 This is America ; series 3, no. 1, West Point
Production no.: 53102

BOX-FOLDER 1/29 This is America ; series 3, no. 2, New Americans
Production no.: 53103

BOX-FOLDER 1/30 This is America ; series 3, no. 3, Power unlimited
Production no.: 53104

BOX-FOLDER 1/31 This is America ; series 3, no. 4, On guard
Production no.: 53105

BOX-FOLDER 1/32 This is America ; series 3, no. 5, Honorable discharge
Production no.: 53106

BOX-FOLDER 1/33 This is America ; series 3, no. 6, Guam salvaged island
Production no.: 53107

BOX-FOLDER 1/34 This is America ; series 3, no. 7, Dress parade
Production no.: 53108

BOX-FOLDER 1/35 This is America ; series 3, no. 8, Battle of supply
Production no.: 53109

BOX-FOLDER 1/36 This is America ; series 3, no. 9, China life-line
Production no.: 53110

BOX-FOLDER 1/37 This is America ; series 3, no. 10, Policing Germany
Production no.: 53111

BOX-FOLDER 1/38 This is America ; series 3, no. 11, Annapolis
Production no.: 53112

BOX-FOLDER 1/39 This is America ; series 3, no. 12, California boomtown
Production no.: 53113

BOX-FOLDER 1/40 This is America ; series 3, no. 13, Americans in Paris
Production no.: 63101

BOX-FOLDER 2/1 This is America ; series 4, no. 1, Airline to everywhere
Production no.: 63102

BOX-FOLDER 2/2 This is America ; series 4, no. 2, T.V.A.
Production no.: 63104

BOX-FOLDER 2/3 This is America ; series 4, no. 4, Report on Japan, 1946
Production no.: 63105

BOX-FOLDER 2/4 This is America ; series 4, no. 5, Street of shadows, 1946
Production no.: 63106

Series 1. Cutting Continuities, 1942-1951
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BOX-FOLDER 2/5 This is America ; series 4, no. 6, Two million rooms, 1946
Production no.: 63107

BOX-FOLDER 2/6 This is America ; series 4, no. 7, No place like home, 1946
Production no.: 63108

BOX-FOLDER 2/7 This is America ; series 4, no. 8, Panama, 1946
Production no.: 63109

BOX-FOLDER 2/8 This is America ; series 4, no. 9, Port of New York, 1946
Production no.: 63110

BOX-FOLDER 2/9 This is America ; series 4, no. 10, Courtship to courthouse, 1946
Production no.: 63111

BOX-FOLDER 2/10 This is America ; series 4, no. 12, White House, 1946
Production no.: 63112

BOX-FOLDER 2/11 This is America ; series 4, no. 13, Northern rampart, 1946
Production no.: 63113

BOX-FOLDER 2/12 This is America ; series 5, no. 1, Beauty for sale, 1946
Production no.: 73101

BOX-FOLDER 2/13 This is America ; series 5, no. 2, Germany today, 1946
Production no.: 73102

BOX-FOLDER 2/14 This is America ; series 5, no. 3, A nation is born, 1947
Production no.: 73103

BOX-FOLDER 2/15 This is America ; series 5, no. 4, Campus boom, 1947
Production no.: 73104

BOX-FOLDER 2/16 This is America ; series 5, no. 5, San Francisco - Pacific gateway, 1947
Production no.: 73105

BOX-FOLDER 2/17 This is America ; series 5, no. 6, Forgotten island, 1947
Production no.: 73106

BOX-FOLDER 2/18 This is America ; series 5, no. 7, The big party, 1947
Production no.: 73107

BOX-FOLDER 2/19 This is America ; series 5, no. 8, I am an alcoholic, 1947
Production no.: 73108

BOX-FOLDER 2/20 This is America ; series 5, no. 9, Passport to nowhere, 1947
Production no.: 73109

BOX-FOLDER 2/21 This is America ; series 5, no. 10, Whistle in the night, 1947
Production no.: 73110

BOX-FOLDER 2/22 This is America ; series 5, no. 11, Treasure house, 1947
Production no.: 73111

BOX-FOLDER 2/23 This is America ; series 5, no. 12, The 49th state, 1947
Production no.: 73112

BOX-FOLDER 2/24 This is America ; series 5, no. 13, Smoke eaters, 1947
Production no.: 73113

BOX-FOLDER 2/25 This is America ; series 6, no. 1, Border without bayonets, 1947
Production no.: 83101

BOX-FOLDER 2/26 This is America ; series 6, no. 2, Switzerland today, 1947
Production no.: 83102

BOX-FOLDER 2/27 This is America ; series 6, no. 3, Children's village, 1948
Production no.: 83103

BOX-FOLDER 2/28 This is America ; series 6, no. 4, Operation white tower, 1948
Production no.: 83104
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BOX-FOLDER 2/29 This is America ; series 6, no. 5, Photo frenzy, 1948
Production no.: 83105

BOX-FOLDER 2/30 This is America ; series 6, no. 6, Funny business, 1948
Production no.: 83106

BOX-FOLDER 2/31 This is America ; series 6, no. 7, Democracy's diary, 1948
Production no.: 83107

BOX-FOLDER 2/32 This is America ; series 6, no. 8, Crime lab, 1948
Production no.: 83108

BOX-FOLDER 2/33 This is America ; series 6, no. 9, Letter to a rebel, 1948
Production no.: 83109

BOX-FOLDER 2/34 This is America ; series 6, no. 10, Sports golden age, 1948
Production no.: 83110

BOX-FOLDER 2/35 This is America ; series 6, no. 11, Glamour street, 1948
Production no.: 83111

BOX-FOLDER 2/36 This is America ; series 6, no. 12, Friend of the family, 1948
Production no.: 83112

BOX-FOLDER 2/37 This is America ; series 6, no. 13, Who's delinquent?, 1948
Production no.: 83113

BOX-FOLDER 3/1 This is America ; series 7, no. 1, County fair, 1948
Production no.: 93101

BOX-FOLDER 3/2 This is America ; series 7, no. 2, Girls in white, 1948
Production no.: 93102

BOX-FOLDER 3/3 This is America ; series 7, no. 4, Our daily bread, 1949
Production no.: 93104

BOX-FOLDER 3/4 This is America ; series 7, no. 5, On watch, 1949
Production no.: 93105

BOX-FOLDER 3/5 This is America ; series 7, no. 6, Wonder house, 1949
Production no.: 93106

BOX-FOLDER 3/6 This is America ; series 7, no. 7, Fraud fighters, 1949
Production no.: 93107

BOX-FOLDER 3/7 This is America ; series 7, no. 8, Love that beauty, 1949
Production no.: 93108

BOX-FOLDER 3/8 This is America ; series 7, no. 9, The Kentucky derby story, 1949
Production no.: 93109

BOX-FOLDER 3/9 This is America ; series 7, no. 10, Hoodoo, 1949
Production no.: 93110

BOX-FOLDER 3/10 This is America ; series 7, no. 11, Canada unlimited, 1949
Production no.: 93111

BOX-FOLDER 3/11 This is America ; series 8, no. 1, Holiday for Danny, 1949
Production no.: 3101

BOX-FOLDER 3/12 This is America ; series 8, no. 2, Spotlight on Mexico, 1949
Production no.: 3102

BOX-FOLDER 3/13 This is America ; series 8, no. 3, State trooper, 1949
Production no.: 3103

BOX-FOLDER 3/14 This is America ; series 8, no. 4, Kilroy returns, 1949
Production no.: 3104

BOX-FOLDER 3/15 This is America ; series 8, no. 6, Expectant father, 1950
Production no.: 3106
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BOX-FOLDER 3/16 This is America ; series 8, no. 7, Rescue squadron, 1950
Production no.: 3107

BOX-FOLDER 3/17 This is America ; series 8, no. 8, Trading post, 1950
Production no.: 3108

BOX-FOLDER 3/18 This is America ; series 8, no. 9, Play ball, 1950
Production no.: 3109

BOX-FOLDER 3/19 This is America ; series 8, no. 10, Danger sleuths, 1950
Production no.: 3110

BOX-FOLDER 3/20 This is America ; series 8, no. 11, House of mercy, 1950
Production no.: 3111

BOX-FOLDER 3/21 This is America ; series 9, no. 1, Pinkerton man, 1950
Production no.: 13101

BOX-FOLDER 3/22 This is America ; series 9, no. 2, Seven cities of Washington, 1950
Production no.: 13102

BOX-FOLDER 3/23 This is America ; series 9, no. 3, Whereabouts unknown, 1950
Production no.: 13103

BOX-FOLDER 3/24 This is America ; series 9, no. 5, Airlines to anywhere, 1951
Production no.: 13105

BOX-FOLDER 3/25 This is America ; series 9, no. 6, Lone star roundup, 1951
Production no.: 13106

BOX-FOLDER 3/26 This is America ; series 9, no. 7, Cruise ship, 1951
Production no.: 13107

BOX-FOLDER 3/27 This is America ; series 9, no. 9, The MacArthur story, 1951
Production no.: 13109

BOX-FOLDER 3/28 RKO Pathe Special ; no. 2, Last of the wild west, 1951
Production no.: 23102
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