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Collection Summary

Title: Samuel L. Gravely Jr. Papers

Inclusive Dates: 1940-2007

Bulk Dates: 1961-1999

ID No.: MSS86442

Creator: Gravely, S. L. (Samuel Lee), Jr., 1922-2004

Extent: 1,400 items

Extent: 4 containers plus 1 oversize

Extent: 2 linear feet

Language: Collection material in English

Location: Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

LC Catalog record: https://Iccn.loc.gov/mm2021086442

Summary: Commander, captain, rear admiral, and vice admiral. Speeches and writings, newspaper and magazine clippings
relating mostly to Gravely's career, personal and professional correspondence, awards and certificates, professional and
personal event files, a file related to his wife, Alma C. Gravely, miscellany, photographs, and a scrapbook related to his
time as commandant of the Eleventh Naval District.

Acquisition Information

The papers of Samuel L. Gravely Jr. were given to the Library of Congress by Alma C. Gravely in 2021.

Processing History

The papers of Samuel L. Gravely Jr. were arranged and described by Thomas Bigley in 2023.

Transfers

A videocassette of an episode of Bicentennial Minutes featuring Gravely and a film clip of Gravely appearing on the Today
show have been transferred to the Moving Image Section of the National Audio-Visual Conservation Center (NAVCC)
where they are identified as part of the Samuel L. Gravely Jr. Papers. Patrons are encouraged to contact NAVCC in advance
of a research visit.

Copyright Status

The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of Samuel L. Gravely Jr. is governed by the Copyright Law of the
United States (Title 17, U.S.C.).

Access and Restrictions

The papers of Samuel L. Gravely Jr. are open to research. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed
to retrieve these items for research use. Researchers are advised to contact the Manuscript Reading Room prior to visiting.

Related Material

Related collections in the Library of Congress include the National Visionary Leadership Project Interviews and
Conference Collection (see https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/eadafc.af013003), which includes an interview with Gravely.
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Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, Samuel L. Gravely
Jr. Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note

Samuel L. Gravely Jr. was born June 4, 1922, in Richmond, Virginia. After graduating from Armstrong High School in
Richmond, he attended Virginia Union University in Richmond but enlisted in the United States Naval Reserve before
graduating. After graduating from the V-12 Navy College Training Program at the University of California, Los Angeles,
and then completing United States Naval Midshipmen's School at Columbia University in 1944, he was commissioned as
an ensign in the United States Navy on December 14, 1944. His first assignment was on PC-/264 (submarine chaser), one
of two United States Navy ships with a predominantly African American crew, which he served on for the remainder of
World War II. In 1946 he left active duty and returned to the Naval Reserve. That same year he married Alma Bernice Clark
and reenrolled at Virginia Union University, graduating in 1948. After President Harry Truman issued Executive Order
9981, mandating the desegregation of the United States Armed Forces, he was recalled to active duty in 1949 and worked
as a Navy recruiter in Washington, D.C., before serving as a communications officer on the battleship Jowa during the
Korean War. In 1955 he transferred from the Naval Reserve to the United States Navy. In 1961 he became the first African
American to command a United States Navy ship, the destroyer Theodore E. Chandler. From 1962 to 1963 he commanded
the destroyer escort Falgout. In 1963 he became one of the first two African American officers to attend the United States
Naval War College, graduating in 1964. During the Vietnam War, he became the first African American officer to lead a
ship into combat when he commanded the destroyer Taussig. In 1967 he became the first African American to achieve the
rank of captain, and in 1971, rear admiral. In 1973 he was named Director of Naval Communications. He was promoted to
vice admiral in 1976. From 1978 until his retirement in 1980, he was the director of the Defense Communications Agency.
He died October 22, 2004, at the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland.

Scope and Content Note

The papers of Samuel L. Gravely Jr. (1922-2004) span the years 1940-2007, with the bulk of the material dating from

1961 to 1999. The papers contain speeches and writings, a large number of newspaper and magazine clippings relating
mostly to his naval career, personal and professional correspondence, awards and certificates, files documenting personal
and professional events, a file related to his wife, Alma C. Gravely, miscellany, photographs, and a scrapbook related to his
time as commandant of the Eleventh Naval District. The collection focuses mainly on Gravely's career and related issues,
but he talks about himself on a more personal level in his speeches and writings, especially in his post-retirement material.
Family profiles in the clippings present additional personal information.

Arrangement of the Collection

This collection is arranged alphabetically by subject or type of material.

Selected Search Terms

The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the LC Catalog. They are grouped by
name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically.

People

Gravely, Alma C. (Alma Clark), 1921-

Gravely, Alma C. (Alma Clark), 1921- --Correspondence.
Gravely, S. L. (Samuel Lee), Jr., 1922-2004.

Organizations
Joseph K. Taussig (Destroyer escort)
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Theodore E. Chandler (Destroyer)

United States. Defense Communications Agency.
United States. Naval Communication Service.
United States. Naval Reserve.

United States. Navy--African Americans.

United States. Navy.

United States. Navy. Naval District, 11th.

Subjects

African Americans--Virginia--Richmond.

Korean War, 1950-1953--African Americans.

Korean War, 1950-1953--Participation, African American.
Military ceremonies, honors, and salutes.

Naval ceremonies, honors, and salutes.

Race relations.

Vietnam War, 1961-1975--African Americans.

Vietnam War, 1961-1975--Participation, African American.
World War, 1939-1945--African Americans.

World War, 1939-1945--Participation, African American.

Places

Richmond (Va.)--History.

United Sates--Race relations.

United States--Armed Forces--African American officers.
United States--Armed Forces--African Americans--History.
United States--History, Military.

Occupations
Naval officers.
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Container List

Container Contents
BOX 1 Awards and certificates, 1962, 1969-1976, 1982-1998
BOX OV 1 Awards and certificates, 1972-1976, 1984, 1993-1994
BOX 1 Correspondence, 1966-1982, 1990-1997
(6 folders)
BOX 1 Events
BOX 1 Change of Command ceremonies, 1963, 1970-1978
(2 folders)
BOX 1 Class reunions, 1978, 1998
BOX 1 General
BOX 1 1964-1986
(2 folders)
BOX 2 1987, 1994-1999
BOX 2 Honorary degrees, 1988, 1996-1998
BOX 2 Invitations, 1971-1972, 1981-1984, 1996
BOX 2 Speaking engagements, 1963, 1971-1982, 1991-1998
(2 folders)
BOX 2 Gravely, Alma C., 1971-1979, 2007
BOX 2 Media
BOX 2 Brochures and programs, 1971-1980
(2 folders)
BOX 2 Clippings
BOX 2 1940s, 1961-1977
(3 folders)
BOX 3 1978-1999, 2006, undated
(3 folders)
BOX 3 Miscellany, circa 1950s, 1971-1978, 1994, undated
BOX 3 Photographs, 1945, 1951, 1963-1980, undated
(4 folders)
BOX 4 Photographs, undated
BOX 4 Scrapbook, 1975-1976
BOX 4 Speeches, 1974-1982, 1985-1997, undated
(6 folders)
BOX 4 Writings, 1972-1982, 1993, 2000
(2 folders)
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