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Collection Summary

Title: Ralph Randolph Gurley Papers

Inclusive Dates: 1825-1931

Bulk Dates: 1825-1854

ID No.: MSS1597

Creator: Gurley, Ralph Randolph, 1797-1872

Extent: 40 items

Extent: 2 containers

Extent: 0.6 linear feet

Language: Collection material in English

Location: Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

LC Catalog record: https://lccn.loc.gov/mm79001597

Summary: Clergyman and author. Correspondence, a journal, pamphlets, and other material related to Gurley's role as
an officer of the American Colonization Society and as an advocate for Black American emigration and colonization of
Liberia, predominately his activities prior to the American Civil War.

Acquisition Information

The papers of Ralph Randolph Gurley were given to the Library of Congress from 2007 to 2017 by his great-great-
grandson, Ralph R. Gurley. An 1854 letter from Gurley to William McLain was acquired by the Library before 1976.

Processing History

The papers of Ralph Randolph Gurley were arranged and described by Katherine S. Madison in 2024.

Related Material

Related collections in the Manuscript Division include the records of the American Colonization Society (see https://
hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/eadmss.ms009329) and the papers of the Joseph J. Roberts family (see https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/
eadmss.ms010242).

Copyright Status

The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of Ralph Randolph Gurley is governed by the Copyright Law of the
United States (Title 17, U.S.C.).

Access and Restrictions

Restrictions apply governing the use, photoduplication, or publication of items in this collection. Consult reference staff in
the Manuscript Division for information concerning these restrictions. Additionally, many collections are stored off-site and
advance notice is needed to retrieve these items for research use.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, Ralph Randolph
Gurley Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Ralph Randolph Gurley Papers 2


https://lccn.loc.gov/mm79001597
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/eadmss.ms009329
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/eadmss.ms009329
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/eadmss.ms010242
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/eadmss.ms010242

Biographical Note

Date Event

1797, May 26 Born, Lebanon, Conn.

1818 Graduated Yale College, New Haven, Conn.

1822-1872 Agent and secretary, American Colonization Society

1824 Traveled to the colony of Liberia on behalf of the American Colonization Society

1825-circa 1850 Editor, African Repository and Colonial Journal of the American Colonization Society (after
1850, African Repository)

1827 Married Eliza McLellan (died 1872)

1829-1833 Chaplain, United States House of Representatives

1830 Birth of son, William Henry Fitzhugh Gurley (died 1866)

1835 Published Life of Jehudi Ashmun, Late Colonial Agent in Liberia. Washington, D.C.: J. C. Dunn,
printer

1840 Traveled to England on behalf of the American Colonization Society

1841 Published Mission to England for the American Colonization Society. Washington, D.C.: W. W.
Morrison

1844 Published Life and Eloquence of Reverend Sylvester Larned. New York: Wiley and Putnam

1847-1851 Chaplain, United States House of Representatives

1849 Traveled to the Republic of Liberia on behalf of the American Colonization Society

1872, July 30 Died, Washington, D.C.

Scope and Content Note

The papers of Ralph Randolph Gurley span the years 1825-1931, with the bulk of the material dating from 1825 to 1854.
The collection reflects Gurley's connections with antebellum political, social, and religious leaders and institutions related
to his work as an officer of the American Colonization Society (ACS) and his advocacy for the emigration of free Blacks
and emancipated enslaved persons to the colony of Liberia on the west coast of Africa. Of particular interest is a journal
Gurley kept from 1837 to 1840 that documents his travels and work for the ACS as well as family matters.

The bulk of the collection consists of single letters to Gurley from ministers, government officials, friends, and
acquaintances discussing business affairs and occasionally family matters. Of note are single letters from William McLain,
Edward Everett, and George Washington Parke Custis on the topic of Liberia and colonization; two letters from Liberian
president Joseph J. Roberts; and a letter from poet Lydia H. Sigourney enclosing a poem for publication in the ACS's
journal African Repository. Also included is a personal letter (1837) from Francis Scott Key on the death of Key's son.

The remainder of the collection consists of certificates, pamphlets, books, and other correspondence reflective of Gurley's
work for African colonization and related to the Gurley family.

Arrangement of the Collection

This collection is arranged alphabetically by material type.

Selected Search Terms

The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the LC Catalog. They are grouped by
name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically.

People

Custis, George Washington Parke, 1781-1857--Correspondence.
Everett, Edward, 1794-1865--Correspondence.

Gurley family.
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Gurley, Ralph Randolph, 1797-1872.

Key, Francis Scott, 1779-1843--Correspondence.

McLain, William, 1806-1873--Correspondence.

Roberts, Joseph J. (Joseph Jenkins), 1809-1876--Correspondence.
Sigourney, L. H. (Lydia Howard), 1791-1865--Correspondence.

Organizations
American Colonization Society.

Subjects
African Americans--Colonization--Africa.
Freed persons--Colonization--Africa, West.

Places
Liberia--Colonization.

Occupations
Clergy.
Editors.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 Book, Autobiography of Brigadier General John Alexander Kress, with annotations, 1931

BOX 1 Book, The History and Genealogy of the Gurley Family by Albert E. Gurley, and notes, 1897,
1903, undated

BOX 1 Certificate appointing W. H. F. Gurley (son) United States consul at Quebec (facsimile), 1865

BOX 1 Certificate of honorary membership in the British and Foreign Aborigines Protection Society,
1839

BOX 1 Correspondence

BOX 1 From Gurley, Ralph Randolph

BOX 1 Gurley, W. H. F. (son), 1836

BOX 1 McLain, William, 1854

BOX 1 From Seward, William H. to Charles Sumner, 1868

BOX 1 To Gurley, Eliza McLellan (wife)

BOX 1 Custis, Mary Lee Fitzhugh, undated

BOX 1 Lee, Mary Randolph Custis, undated

BOX 1 To Gurley, Ralph Randolph (folder 1)

BOX 1 Baring, Alexander, Baron Ashburton, 1842

BOX 1 Breckenridge, John (1797-1841), undated

BOX 1 Custis, George Washington Parke, undated

BOX 1 Dickerson, Mahlon, 1835

BOX 1 Everett, Edward, 1827, 1832

BOX 1 Key, Francis Scott, 1837

BOX 1 Madison, James, 1834

BOX 1 Mason, John Young, 1847

BOX 1 To Gurley, Ralph Randolph (folder 2)

BOX 1 Perry, Matthew Calbraith, 1844

BOX 1 Roberts, Joseph J., 1844, 1850

BOX 1 Rush, Benjamin (1811-1877), undated

BOX 1 Sigourney, Lydia H., 1829, 1840

BOX 1 Southard, Samuel L., 1828

BOX 1 Sparks, Jared, 1840

BOX 1 Spencer, John C., 1841

BOX 1 Sprague, William B., 1826

BOX 1 Unidentified correspondent, 1841

BOX 1 Gift acknowledgments for books donated to the Boston Athenaeum and the London Athenaeum,
1832, 1840

BOX 1 Journal, 1837-1840

BOX 1 Pamphlet, "A Chester County Family: John Gibbons and His Descendants," 1881

BOX 1 Pamphlet, "A Discourse Delivered on the Fourth of July, 1825, in the City of Washington" by
Ralph Randolph Gurley, 1825

BOX 1 Passport, 1840

BOX 1 Tickets (copies), John Wilkes Booth dramatic readings, undated

BOXR 2 Tickets (originals), John Wilkes Booth dramatic readings, undated

Ralph Randolph Gurley Papers



	Collection Summary
	Acquisition Information
	Processing History
	Related Material
	Copyright Status
	Access and Restrictions
	Preferred Citation
	Biographical Note
	Scope and Content Note
	Arrangement of the Collection
	Selected Search Terms
	People
	Organizations
	Subjects
	Places
	Occupations

	Container List

