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Collection Summary
Title: Raul Ruiz Papers
Inclusive Dates: 1921-2018
Bulk Dates: 1967-2014
ID No.: MSS86737
Creator: Ruiz, Raul, 1940-2019
Extent: 9,400 items
Extent: 27 containers plus 1 oversize
Extent: 10.5 linear feet
Extent: 1,376 digital files (31.87 GB)
Language: Collection material in English and Spanish, with German and Swedish
Location: Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
LC Catalog record: https://lccn.loc.gov/mm2024086737
Summary: Activist, educator, and journalist. Writings, correspondence, newspapers, research files, legal documents,
photographs, memoranda, interview transcripts, news clippings, audio recordings, video recordings, and printed matter in
both physical and digital formats primarily relating to Ruiz’s involvement in the Chicano Movement.

Acquisition Information
The papers of Raul Ruiz were given to the Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division by Marcela A. Ponce and
Marta Sanchez in 2024. Manuscript material was transferred to the Manuscript Division in 2024.

Processing History
The papers of Raul Ruiz were arranged and described by Nate Scheible with the assistance of Maria Farmer and Kathleen
O'Neill in 2024.

Digital files were received as part of the papers on a variety of storage media, each of which was assigned a unique digital
ID number. Use the digital ID number to request access copies of the files associated with each media. A description of the
standard processes taken on all born digital records can be found in the Processing History Note: Born Digital Collection
Material at https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/eadmss.digital.

Some text files were normalized to .pdf to facilitate access. Some media were damaged or corrupt. Staff disk imaged these
media and extracted the files from the disk images. During processing and for administrative purposes, some files were
removed from their original locations and combined with other digital IDs to colocate similar materials and improve access.

Email files are currently unprocessed and unavailable.

Transfers
A vinyl record was transferred to the National Audio-Visual Conservation Center where it is identified as part of the Raul
Ruiz Papers. Patrons are encouraged to contact the National Audio-Visual Conservation Center in advance of a research
visit.

Copyright Status
The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of Raul Ruiz is governed by the Copyright Law of the United States
(Title 17, U.S.C.).
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Access and Restrictions
The records of Raul Ruiz are open to research. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed to retrieve
these items for research use. Researchers are advised to contact the Manuscript Reading Room prior to visiting.

Technical Requirements
Digital files were created primarily in a Windows operating system. The content includes text files (.doc, .pdf, .rtf, and .txt),
image files (.jpg and .tif), audio files (.wav), and moving image files (.vob).

At the time of processing, PageMaker 6.5 files were inaccessible through native software, but were accessed in LibreOffice
Draw and converted to .pdf. Other text file formats were also inaccessible through available software. These files can be
opened with a text editor or with a file viewer tool. As a result, the converted .pdf files and raw text files may not appear as
intended in their original software environments.

An email .ost file, though currently unprocessed and unavailable, can be accessed in Outlook.

Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container or digital ID number, Raul
Ruiz Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note
Date Event
1940, July 11 Born, El Paso, Tex.
1967-1968 Copublisher, Inside Eastside
1968 B.A., California State University, Los Angeles
1968-1969 Publisher and editor, Chicano Student Movement
1969-1972 Lecturer, Chicano Studies Department, California State University, Northridge
1969-1977 Editor and photographer, La Raza
1971 Candidate, California State Assembly, forty-eighth district, Los Angeles, Calif.
1972 Candidate, California State Assembly, fortieth district, Los Angeles, Calif.
1972-2015 Professor, Chicano Studies Department, California State University, Northridge
1981 M.Ed., Harvard University, Boston, Mass.
1982-1985 Chair, Chicano Studies Department, California State University, Northridge
1983 Candidate, Board of Education, Los Angeles, Calif.
1987 Candidate, Board of Education, Los Angeles, Calif.
1988 Ed.D., Harvard University
1995-circa 2015 Adjunct faculty, Santa Monica College, Santa Monica, Calif.
2004-circa 2018 Executive producer, Star Entertainment and Education Group
2019, June 13 Died, Los Angeles, Calif.

Scope and Content Note
The papers of Raul Ruiz (1940-2019) span the years 1921-2018, with the bulk of the material dating from 1967 to 2014.
The collection documents Ruiz’s career as an activist, journalist, and educator within the Chicano Movement, primarily
focusing on the death of journalist Ruben Salazar in 1970. Material types include writings, newspapers, news clippings,
résumés, pamphlets, handbills, transcripts, court proceedings, photographs, meeting minutes, reports, memoranda, syllabi,
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printed matter, and documents associated with Freedom of Information Act requests. Video recordings, audio recordings,
and some textual material and photographs are in digital formats. The papers are primarily in English and Spanish.

A sizeable amount of the collection pertains to Ruben Salazar, his legacy, and the investigation of his death after he
was killed during a National Chicano Moratorium protest on August 29, 1970, a moment Ruiz captured in a photograph.
Research files include articles by and about Salazar, investigative files of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department,
and inquest files from the Los Angeles County Office of Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner. The research relates to Ruiz’s
unpublished manuscript "Silver Dollar Death: The Murder of Ruben Salazar" of which there are drafts, abstracts, and
loose pages in both physical and digital formats. There are multiple complete drafts, though the most recent is difficult to
determine as many physical copies are undated.

Other significant topics represented in the collection include the East Los Angeles student walkouts ("blowouts") of 1968
and the establishment and activities of the Raza Unida Party, which Ruiz represented as a candidate for political offices in
Los Angeles. Ruiz’s role as editor of the newspaper La Raza is reflected in staff meeting notes from the 1970s and in his
writings. Additional publications in which Ruiz was involved include Inside Eastside, Chicano Student Movement, and El
Popo. The collection also reflects Ruiz's activism in education, specifically within the Los Angeles Unified School District
and in his doctoral thesis on Chicano students at Harvard. Other noteworthy subjects related to the Chicano Movement
include Católicos por La Raza, the Chicano Legal Defense Fund, the Brown Berets, Congress of Mexican American Unity,
the Mexican American Political Association, and individuals including Sal Castro and Reies Tijerina.

Files from the 1990s and 2000s relate mostly to Ruiz’s career as a professor of Chicano studies at California State
University, Northridge, and include correspondence, syllabi, and classroom material. The papers also document cultural
events organized and promoted by Ruiz as executive producer of Star Entertainment and Education Group in the 2000s.

The collection contains little documentation on Ruiz’s personal life, though some biographical information can be found in
oral history interview transcripts featuring Ruiz from 2012.

Arrangement of the Collection
This collection is arranged alphabetically by subject or material type.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the LC Catalog. They are grouped by
name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically.

People
Castro, Sal.
Ruiz, Raul, 1940-2019.
Ruiz, Raul, 1940-2019. Silver dollar death: the murder of Ruben Salazar.
Salazar, Ruben, 1928-1970--Death and burial.
Salazar, Ruben, 1928-1970.
Tijerina, Reies.

Organizations
California State University--Faculty.
Católicos por La Raza.
Chicano Legal Defense Fund.
Congress of Mexican-American Unity.
Los Angeles Unified School District.
Mexican American Political Association (Calif.)
National Brown Beret Organization.
National Chicano Moratorium Committee Against the Vietnam War.
Raza Unida Party (Calif.)
Star Entertainment and Education Group.
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Subjects
Chicano movement.
Civil rights movements--United States.
Education--California.
Journalism--California.
Mexican American students--Political activity.
Mexican American students--Study and teaching.
Mexican Americans--California--East Los Angeles.
Mexican Americans--California.
Mexican Americans--Civil rights.
Mexican Americans--Education--California.
Mexican Americans--Ethnic identity.
Mexican Americans--Periodicals.
Mexican Americans--Politics and government--20th century.
Mexican Americans--Social conditions--20th century.
Mexican Americans--Study and teaching.
Protest movements--California--East Los Angeles.
Student movements--United States.
Vietnam War, 1961-1975--Participation, Mexican Americans.

Places
California--Politics and government--20th century.
California--Politics and government--21st century.
East Los Angeles (Calif.)--Ethnic relations.
Los Angeles (Calif.)--Social conditions.
United States--Ethnic relations.
United States--Social conditions--20th century.
United States--Social conditions--21st century.

Titles
Chicano student movement.
Inside Eastside.
Popo (Newspaper)
Raza (Newspaper)

Occupations
Educators.
Journalists.
Political activists.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 Acción de Bronce Colectiva, 1969
BOX OV 1 Adelante Raza, 1976
BOX 1 Agricultural laborers, 1965-1968, 1974-1976
BOX 1 Ahora (television program), 1969
BOX 1 Alatorre, Richard, 1986-1987
BOX 1 American Civil Liberties Union, 1969
BOX 1 Articles featuring Ruiz, 1971-1972, 1983-1991, 1998, 2005
BOX 1 Black Panther Party; "Black notices," 1968-1969
BOX 1 "Bracero Program, 1942-1964," circa 2000
BOX OV 1 Calendario Azteca, 1968
BOX 1 California State University, Northridge
BOX 1 Chicano Latino Graduation Committee
BOX 1 1993-2000
DF 1999-2003

Digital ID: mss86737_345_021
Digital ID: mss86737_345_022

BOX 1 Chronological file
BOX 1 1979-1999, 2014-2017

(4 folders)
DF 1999-2003

Digital ID: mss86737_345_021
DF 2004, 2011-2014

Digital ID: mss86737_345_006
Digital ID: mss86737_345_020

BOX 2 Educational Equity Program, 1986-1988
BOX 2 Gamma Zeta Alpha, 1995
BOX 2 Harassment, 1996
BOX 2 Casa de Aztlán, Tlalpan, Mexico, 1979-1981
BOX 2 Católicos por La Raza, 1969-1970
BOX 2 Central American Peace Delegation, 1985
BOX 2 Chicanismo, 1972
BOX 2 Chicano Legal Defense Fund, 1967-1969
BOX 2 "Chicano Press: A Status Report on the Needs and Trends in Chicano Journalism" by Armando

B. Rendón, 1974
BOX 2 Chicano Press Association, 1971, undated

Chicano Student Movement
DF 1968

An issue of Chicano Student Movement digitized in 2018.
Digital ID: mss86737_345_005

BOX OV 1 1968-1969
BOX 2 Community Service Organization, Los Angeles, 1967-1968
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BOX 2 Congress of Mexican American Unity, 1967-1970
(2 folders)

BOX OV 1 ¡Coraje!, 1969
BOX 3 Cuba, 1971-1976

(2 folders)
BOX 3 East Los Angeles walkouts, 1968-1970, 2003

(4 folders)
BOX 3 Economic and Youth Opportunities Agency, 1969
BOX 3 El Aguila, 1970
BOX OV 1 El Gallo, 1969-1972
BOX OV 1 El Grito, 1968
BOX OV 1 El Machete, 1968
BOX OV 1 El Popo, 1970
BOX 3 El Ruido, 1972
BOX 3 Empleo (organization), 1967
BOX 3 Esperón, Manuel, 2009, undated
BOX 3 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
BOX 3 Brown Berets, 1968-1971, 1982
BOX 3 La Raza (newspaper and magazine) and Raza Unida Party, 1969-1973, 1981-1984
BOX 4 "Mexican American militancy," 1970-1972
BOX 4 National Chicano Moratorium Committee Against the Vietnam War, 1970-1973 See also

Container 18, National Chicano Moratorium Committee Against the Vietnam War
(7 folders)

BOX 5 Ruiz, Raul, 1969-1973, 1980-1985
BOX 5 Salazar, Ruben, 1967-1970 See also Container 13, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

requests
BOX 5 Guard of Honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 1955
BOX OV 1 Hijas de Cuauhtémoc, 1971
BOX 5 Imagenes de la Raza, exhibition, Berlin, Germany, 1982
BOX 5 Images and graphics, 1934, 1944, 1974, 1985, undated
BOX 5 Indian Historian, 1978
BOX OV 1 Inside Eastside, 1967-1968
DF Inside Eastside, 1967-1968

Issues of Inside Eastside digitized in 2018.
Digital ID: mss86737_345_005

BOX 5 La Batalia Está Aquí: Chicanos and the War, circa 1972
BOX OV 1 La Guardia, 1977
BOX 5 La Palabra, McNeil Island Federal Penitentiary, Washington, 1970
BOX 5 La Raza
BOX 5 "History of La Raza Newspaper and Magazine, and Its Role in the Chicano Community from

1967 to 1977" by Francisco Manuel Andrade, 1979
BOX 5 Miscellany, 1968-1977
BOX 5 Published issues
BOX OV 1 1967-1970
DF 1968-1970

Issues of La Raza digitized in 2018.
Digital ID: mss86737_345_005

Container List

Container Contents
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BOX 5 1970
BOX 6 Staff meetings, 1972-1977

(2 folders)
BOX OV 1 La Voz de la Alianza, 1970
BOX OV 1 La Voz del Pueblo, 1972
BOX 6 Labor, 1967-1973
BOX OV 1 Latin American Defense Organization, newspaper, 1968
BOX 6 Los Angeles Committee for Defense of the Bill of Rights, 1966-1968
BOX 6 Los Angeles Unified School District; Education, 1966-1975, 1988, 1994-2006, undated

(9 folders)
BOX 6 "Los Tres de El Paso," 1976
BOX 6 Magnolia Avenue School, Los Angeles, arrest, 1976-1977
BOX 7 "Media Representation of the Chicano and the Mexican, 1940 to the Present: A Case Study in

Stereotyping" by Julie Marie Mondaca, 1980
BOX 7 Mexican American Community Programs Foundation, 1968-1969
BOX 7 Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, 1969-1970
BOX 7 Mexican American Political Association, 1967-1969, 1984

(2 folders)
BOX 7 Mexican American Student Confederation, 1968-1969
BOX 7 Mexican American Youth Association, 1969
BOX 7 Mexican and Mexican American history, miscellaneous articles and essays, 1921-2004, undated

(4 folders)
BOX 8 Miscellany
BOX 8 1967-1983, 1997-2018, undated

(2 folders)
DF 1999-2003

Digital ID: mss86737_345_021
DF 2013-2014

Digital ID: mss86737_345_006
BOX 8 Nicaragua, elections, 1989-1990

(2 folders)
BOX 8 North American Conference on Latin America, 1972
BOX 8 Notes
DF 2014

Digital ID: mss86737_345_006
BOX 8 undated
BOX 8 Olvera Street: Its History and Restoration by Christine Sterling, 1947
BOX 9 Oral history interview transcript, University of California, Los Angeles, 2012-2013

(2 folders)
BOX OV 1 Ortiz, Ricardo Chavez, "Honor a Quien Honor Merece" pamphlet, 1972
BOX 9 Photographic exhibits by Ruiz
BOX 9 1991-1993, 2017
DF 2001

Digital ID: mss86737_345_027
DF Photographs, 1970-1971

The following digital IDs contain photographs that were scanned and digitized between 2010
and 2018.

Digital ID: mss86737_345_004

Container List

Container Contents
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Digital ID: mss86737_345_005
Digital ID: mss86737_345_006
Digital ID: mss86737_345_015

BOX 9 Political campaigns
BOX 9 Assembly, fortieth district, Los Angeles, 1972

(2 folders)
BOX 9 Assembly, forty-eighth district, Los Angeles, 1971

(2 folders)
BOX 10 Board of Education, Los Angeles
BOX 10 1983

(2 folders)
BOX 10 1987
BOX 10 Incorporation, East Los Angeles, 1974
BOX OV 1 Incorporation, East Los Angeles, advertisement, 1974
BOX 10 Mexican American Political Association, metropolitan region director, 1991
BOX OV 1 Prensa Libre de Chicago, 1970
BOX 10 Poor People's Campaign, 1968-1969
BOX OV 1 Poor People's Campaign, Soul Force, 1968, May 15
BOX 10 ¿por qué?, 1971-1973
BOX 10 "Professional information file"
BOX 10 Barrio Bilingual Communications, 1977-1983
BOX 10 Curriculum vitae, 1982 See also Container 11, Résumés
BOX 10 Letters; Lectures, 1971-1974 See also Container 19, Speaking engagements by Ruiz
BOX 10 Political participation, 1971, 1974, 1983
BOX 10 Propaganda of the Deed by Nick Parados, 1970
BOX 10 Raza Unida Party
BOX OV 1 Banner, circa 1972
BOX 10 Central Committee meetings, 1975
BOX OV 1 El Sembrador, 1980
BOX 10 Miscellany, 1967-1976
BOX 11 National Convention, 1972
BOX OV 1 National Convention, El Obrero, 1972
BOX 11 National Convention anniversary, 2012
BOX 11 "Platform information," circa 1971
BOX 11 Registration data, 1973
BOX 11 State Central Committee meeting, California, 1977
BOX 11 Regeneración, 1970-1972
BOX 11 Résumés See also Container 10, Curriculum vitae
BOX 11 1984-1988
DF 2014

Digital ID: mss86737_345_006
BOX 11 Saint Agnes High School, Los Angeles, yearbook, 1956
BOX 11 Salazar, Ruben
BOX 11 Articles about Salazar
BOX 11 1970

(2 folders)
BOX OV 1 1970

Container List

Container Contents
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BOX 12 1970-1981, 1988-2015, undated
(4 folders)

BOX 12 Articles by Salazar
BOX 12 Agricultural laborers, 1965-1969
BOX 12 Chronological, 1962-1970

(3 folders)
BOX 12 Latin America, 1965-1969
BOX 13 Latin America, 1965-1969
BOX 13 "On Chicanos," 1969-1970
BOX 13 "On Mexico," 1966-1970
BOX 13 Articles by Salazar and related to Salazar, 1967

(2 folders)
BOX 13 Death certificate, 1970
BOX 13 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests, various government agencies, 1929-1988 See

also Container 5, Salazar, Ruben
(2 folders)

BOX 14 La Raza, special issue, 1970
BOX 14 Los Angeles County Office of Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner
BOX 14 Codes, 1965, 2000-2004, 2012
BOX 14 Inquest of Salazar, transcript, 1970

(3 folders)
BOX 15 Inquest of Salazar, transcript, 1970

(3 folders)
BOX 16 Inquest of Salazar, transcript, 1970

(2 folders)
BOX 16 Reports, 1970

(3 folders)
BOX 17 Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, investigative files, 1970

(6 folders)
BOX 18 Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, investigative files, 1970
DF Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, investigative files, 1970

Documents, photographs, and audio files digitized in 2011.
Digital ID: mss86737_345_016

BOX 18 "Making of a Chicano Journalist: Selected Writings of Ruben Salazar," edited by Mario T.
Garcia, undated

BOX 18 Miscellany, 1924, 1970, 1988, 1999-2012, undated
DF Miscellany, 2000

Digital ID: mss86737_345_027
BOX 18 National Chicano Moratorium Committee Against the Vietnam War, background and

anniversaries, 1962, 1970, 1990, 2000
DF National Chicano Moratorium Committee Against the Vietnam War, background and

anniversaries, 20 years. . . ¿Y Que? (documentary), 1990 See also Container 4, National
Chicano Moratorium Committee Against the Vietnam War
Digital ID: mss86737_345_012

BOX 18 Notes and articles, 1973, 1987-1989
BOX 18 "Perspectives on the Career and Death of Ruben Salazar" by Pete R. Dimas, 1978

Container List

Container Contents
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DF "Review of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department’s Investigation into the Homicide of
Ruben Salazar," 2011
Digital ID: mss86737_345_016

BOX 19 Ruben Salazar Memorial Scholarship, 1980-1990
BOX 19 Ruiz eyewitness account and testimony, 1970, undated
BOX 19 Sally Salazar v. County of Los Angeles, 1971-1974
BOX 19 Silver Dollar (bar and café), Los Angeles, circa 1970, 2000
DF "Since Salazar" (documentary), rough cut, 2005

Digital ID: mss86737_345_018
BOX 19 Tear gas, 1970, 2000, 2012
BOX 19 "Viva el Monstruo: The Life of Ruben Salazar," proposal by Eleazar Hernandez, 1991
BOX OV 1 Sansrulottes, "Free Student Press #29," 1968
BOX 19 Spanish language broadcasting, 1988-1993
BOX 19 Speaking engagements by Ruiz See also Container 10, Letters; Lectures
BOX 19 1972, 1981, 2000, 2012
DF 2000

Digital ID: mss86737_345_021
BOX 19 Star Entertainment and Education Group
BOX 19 2003-2016
DF 2005

Digital ID: mss86737_345_017
DF 2006-2014

Digital ID: mss86737_345_006
BOX 19 Theater, 1974-1975, 1990, undated
BOX 20 Tijerina, Reies; Tierra Amarilla, New Mexico, 1967-1968

(2 folders)
DF Tijerina, Roberto, presentation, circa 2008

Digital ID: mss86737_345_001
Digital ID: mss86737_345_002

DF Valor (documentary), 1989
Digital ID: mss86737_345_010

DF Vietnam Veterano (documentary), 1982
Digital ID: mss86737_345_011

BOX OV 1 Voz Fronteriza, 1976, 1981
BOX 20 "Walkout of 1969: A Diary of Events," 1979
BOX 20 Welfare, 1966-1969
BOX 20 Writings by Ruiz
BOX 20 "Alien Guests in a Strange House: Chicano Students at Harvard College," doctoral dissertation
BOX 20 Final copy, 1988

(2 folders)
BOX 21 Proposal, 1980-1985
BOX 21 Qualifying paper, 1980
BOX 21 Research and background, 1979-1980
BOX 21 "American Attitude Towards Mexican Immigration as Reflected in the Periodical Literature of

the 20s"
BOX 21 1976

Container List

Container Contents
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DF 2000
Digital ID: mss86737_345_021

BOX 21 "Chicanos and the Press: A Perspective on La Raza," 1977
BOX 21 "Education and the Chicano: Incentive for Protest," undated
BOX 21 "History of La Raza: Story of a Barrio Journal," undated
BOX 21 "Historiographical View of La Familia," 1991
BOX 21 "Lo Que el Paro de Maestros Sí Enseño a Alumnos y Directivos," 1989
BOX 21 "Marcela and the Palomita," undated
DF "Melville's 'Official' Fiction: Symbolic Cannibalism Aboard the San Dominick," 2000

Digital ID: mss86737_345_021
DF "No Mothers Crying, No Babies Dying," 1999-2000

Digital ID: mss86737_345_021
BOX 21 Salazar, Ruben, miscellaneous writings, 1990, undated
BOX 21 "Silver Dollar Death: The Murder of Ruben Salazar"
BOX 21 Abstract
DF 1999-2000

Digital ID: mss86737_345_021
DF 2010

Digital ID: mss86737_345_006
BOX 21 undated
BOX 22 Complete drafts
DF 2000-2002

Digital ID: mss86737_345_021
Digital ID: mss86737_345_027

BOX 22 circa 2004
(3 folders)

BOX 23 circa 2004
(3 folders)

BOX 24 circa 2004
(2 folders)

BOX 24 Complete drafts, condensed version, undated
(2 folders)

BOX 25 Complete drafts, condensed version, undated
(2 folders)

BOX 25 Individual sections, drafts
DF 2001-2003

Digital ID: mss86737_345_021
Digital ID: mss86737_345_027

BOX 25 circa 2001-2003
(5 folders)

BOX 26 circa 2001-2004
(8 folders)

DF 2006, 2014-2015
Digital ID: mss86737_345_006

BOX 27 Miscellaneous pages
DF 2002

Digital ID: mss86737_345_021

Container List

Container Contents
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BOX 27 undated
(3 folders)

BOX 27 "Soul Force and Surviving the Slave System," 1990
BOX 27 "Why Juanito Can't Read"
DF 2001

Digital ID: mss86737_345_021
BOX 27 undated
DF Yo Soy (documentary), 1985

Digital ID: mss86737_345_008
DF Yo Soy Chicano (documentary), 1972

Digital ID: mss86737_345_009

Container List

Container Contents
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