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Collection Summary
Title: Newman I. White Papers
Inclusive Dates: 1812-1929
Bulk Dates: 1915-1928
Call No.: ML31.W51
Creator: White, Newman Ivey, 1892-1948
Extent: 591 items
Extent: 1 container
Extent: .5 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Location: Music Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
LC Catalog record: https://lccn.loc.gov/2018571997
Summary: Professor, folklorist, and Percy Byssche Shelley scholar Newman Ivey White taught English at Trinity College
(later Duke University) from 1919 to 1948. During the 1910s he began collecting Black song lyrics from friends,
acquaintances, and students. White later published many of these lyrics in his book American Negro Folk Songs. The
Newman I. White Papers document his folklore activity through clippings, correspondence, fieldwork data collection
sheets, research notes, and printed material regarding slavery and Black life. Some materials in this collection contain
offensive or demeaning language.

Acquisition Information
Gift, Newman Ivey White, 1929?

Accruals
No further accruals are expected.

Processing History
Volunteer Mary Russell processed the Newman I. White Papers and Anita M. Weber created the finding aid in 2024.

Other Repositories
White’s materials supporting his Shelley publications are found in the Duke University Archives.

Copyright Status
Materials from the Newman I. White Papers are governed by the Copyright Law of the United States (Title 17, U.S.C.) and
other applicable international copyright laws.

Access and Restrictions
The Newman I. White Papers are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the Music Division prior to visiting
in order to determine whether the desired materials will be available at that time.

Certain restrictions on using or copying materials may apply.
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Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [item, date, container number],
Newman I. White Papers, Music Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note
Newman Ivey White was born in Statesville, North Carolina, in 1892. Best known as a Percy Bysshe Shelly scholar,
White also conducted fieldwork in the American south, particularly of Black folk songs. He taught at Alabama Polytechnic
Institute from 1915 to 1916, and from 1919 to 1948 he was a professor of English at Trinity College, which later became
Duke University. He wrote several noteworthy works on Shelley, as well as An Anthology of Verse by American Negroes
(1924) with Walter Clinton Jackson and American Negro Folk Songs (1928).

White received bachelors and masters degrees from Trinity College, and a masters degree and doctorate from Harvard
University. He married Marie Anne Updike, also an English Department faculty member, in 1922, and both shared
an interest in progressive causes such as election reform and childcare facilities. White became general editor of the
Frank C. Brown Collection of North Carolina Folklore. He was an active member of several organizations, including the
American Association of University Professors, Phi Beta Kappa, the American Folklore Society, and the Modern Language
Association. White died while researching at Harvard in 1948.

Bibliography
White, Newman Ivey. American Negro Folk-Songs. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1928.

Scope and Content Note
The Newman I. White Papers span from 1812 to 1928 with the bulk of the items dating between 1915 and 1928. They
document White's research and writing of American Negro Folk Songs (1928). Included is correspondence with folklorists,
his publisher, libraries, and rights holder; folklore field collection sheets from students and friends concerning Black song
lyrics; and research materials concerning Black life. There are also a number of pro-slavery publications.

Note that folder titles are largely transcriptions of those that White provided. Folders are arranged alphabetically within
each series; each is assigned a "White folder no." that identifies the original folder number.

Organization of the Newman I. White Papers
The collection is arranged in three series:

• Correspondence, 1925-1929
• Folklore Field Work Collection Forms, 1915-1916
• Research Materials, 1812-1928, (bulk 1915-1928)

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the LC Catalog. They are grouped by
name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically.

People
Ballanta-Taylor, Nicholas George Julius, 1893-1962.
Peabody, George Foster, 1852-1938.
White, Newman Ivey, 1892-1948--Archives.
White, Newman Ivey, 1892-1948--Correspondence.
White, Newman Ivey, 1892-1948.
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Subjects
African Americans--Music--History and criticism.
African Americans--Poetry--History and criticism.
African Americans--Social life and customs.
Folk poetry--United States--History and criticism.
Folklorists--United States--Correspondence.
Slavery.

Form/Genre
Business correspondence.
Clippings (Information artifacts)
Forms (Documents)
Personal correspondence.
Research (Documents)
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Description of Series
Container Series
BOX 1 Correspondence, 1925-1929

This series consists of Newman I. White's communications with fellow folklorists, his
publisher, libraries, and rights holders regarding American Negro Folk Songs. There is
also correspondence with George Peabody concerning African music scholar Nicholas G.
Ballanta.

Arranged alphabetically by correspondent or organization name.

BOX 1 Folklore Field Work Collection Forms, 1915-1916
This series consists of folklore field collection sheets from students and friends concerning

Black song lyrics.
Arranged alphabetically by topic.

BOX 1 Research Materials, 1812-1928, (bulk 1915-1928)
This series contains printed, typed, and handwritten research material that White created or

collected. Topics include Black life, pro-slavery sentiment, and notes on hymns and ballads.
Arranged alphabetically by folder title.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 Correspondence, 1925-1929
This series consists of Newman I. White's communications with fellow folklorists, his

publisher, libraries, and rights holders regarding American Negro Folk Songs. There is
also correspondence with George Peabody concerning African music scholar Nicholas G.
Ballanta.

Arranged alphabetically by correspondent or organization name.

BOX-FOLDER 1/1 Brawley, Benjamin, 1925
White folder no.: 1

BOX-FOLDER 1/2 Harvard University Press, 1928
White folder no.: 1

BOX-FOLDER 1/3 Hibbard, C. A., 1926
White folder no.: 1

BOX-FOLDER 1/4 Meredith, Mamie, 1928-1929
White folder no.: 1

BOX-FOLDER 1/5 Miscellaneous, 1928
White folder no.: 1

BOX-FOLDER 1/6 Peabody, George Foster, 1926
White folder no.: 1

BOX-FOLDER 1/7 Stephens, Erwin D., 1928
White folder no.: 1

BOX-FOLDER 1/8 White, Newman I., 1926
White folder no.: 1
Requests for publication permissions

BOX-FOLDER 1/9 White, Newman I., 1926
White folder no.: 1
Requests to borrow specific books

BOX 1 Folklore Field Work Collection Forms, 1915-1916
This series consists of folklore field collection sheets from students and friends concerning

Black song lyrics.
Arranged alphabetically by topic.

BOX-FOLDER 1/10 Ballads not exclusively Negro; unprinted by N. I. White, 1915-1916
White folder no.: 2

BOX-FOLDER 1/11 Superstitions (prose) not [exclusively?] Negro; unprinted by me, 1915-1916
White folder no.: 3

BOX-FOLDER 1/12 Women - 34 songs, unprintable, 1915-1916
White folder no.: 4
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BOX-FOLDER 1/13-14 Work songs, 1915-1916
White folder no.: 6 a-b

BOX 1 Research Materials, 1812-1928, (bulk 1915-1928)
This series contains printed, typed, and handwritten research material that White created or

collected. Topics include Black life, pro-slavery sentiment, and notes on hymns and ballads.
Arranged alphabetically by folder title.

BOX-FOLDER 1/15 Annotations - Religious, 1862-1926
White folder no.: 11

BOX-FOLDER 1/16 Annotations - Secular, 1812-1909
White folder no.: 10

BOX-FOLDER 1/17 Articles and clippings on the Negro, 1920-1928
White folder no.: 5a
Contents include:
• Simkins, Francis B. "Race Legislation in South Carolina Since 1985," The Southern

Atlantic Quarterly
• The Southern Workman, August 1926
• Tandy, Jeannette Reid. "Pro-Slavery Propaganda in American Fiction of the Fifties,"

The Southern Atlantic Quarterly
BOX-FOLDER 1/18 Bibliographical suggestions, undated

White folder no.: 9
BOX-FOLDER 1/19 Echos of hymns in spiritual songs, undated

White folder no.: 7b
BOX-FOLDER 1/20 Printed Negro ballets, 1918-1926

White folder no.: 5b
BOX-FOLDER 1/21 Pro-slavery propaganda, 1850-1860

White folder no.: 8
BOX-FOLDER 1/22 Spiritual songs from hymn books, 1836-1882

White folder no.: 7a

Folklore Field Work Collection Forms, 1915-1916

Container Contents
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