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Collection Summary

Title: Howard Elbridge Robbins: Veterans History Project (U.S.)

Inclusive Dates: 1918

Call No.: AFC 2001/001/75907

Creator: Howard Elbridge Robbins 1888-1963

Extent (manuscripts): manuscripts: 22 items.

Language: In English.

Location: Veterans History Project, American Folklife Center, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

LC Catalog record: https://lccn.loc.gov/2017655344

Summary: The Howard Elbridge Robbins collection includes correspondence and military papers related to Robbins'
service in the United States Navy during World War 1.

Online Content: Selected items from the Howard Elbridge Robbins collection are available on the Library of Congress
web site at http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/eadvhp.vh017020.01.

Selected Search Terms

The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the LC Catalog. They are grouped by
name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically.

People

Robbins, Howard Elbridge, 1888-1963--Correspondence.
Robbins, Howard Elbridge, 1888-1963.

Robbins, Joyce

Organizations
American Folklife Center
Veterans History Project (U.S.)

Subjects
World War, 1914-1918--Personal narratives, American.
World War, 1914-1918--Veterans--Nebraska.

Form/Genre
Correspondence.
Manuscripts.

Arrangement

Arranged in one series: Manuscripts

Acquisition

Accessioned, 2010.

Copyright Status

Duplication of collection materials may be restricted.

Access and Restrictions

Collection is open for research; access restrictions apply. To request collection materials, please contact the Veterans
History Project at http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/vhp.contact

Howard Elbridge Robbins: Veterans History Project (U.S.)


https://lccn.loc.gov/2017655344
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/eadvhp.vh017020.01
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/vhp.contact

Online Content

Selected items from the Howard Elbridge Robbins collection are available on the Library of Congress web site at http://
hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/eadvhp.vh017020.01.

Preferred Citation

Howard Elbridge Robbins Collection (AFC/2001/001/75907), Veterans History Project, American Folklife Center, Library
of Congress.

Biographical Notes

Howard Elbridge Robbins was born March 28th, 1888, in Shelton, Nebraska. Prior to World War I, he married his wife
Mildred. He enlisted in the United States Navy in the summer of 1917, and was assigned as a Baker First Class for the USS
Wakula. Aboard the USS Wakula, Robbins sailed across the North Atlantic, visiting Ireland, the United Kingdom, and the
Panama Canal Zone. He died in 1963.

Scope and Content

The Howard Elbridge Robbins collection includes correspondence and military papers related to Robbins' service in the
United States Navy during World War 1. The bulk of the collection consists of correspondence from the veteran to his wife,
Mildred, and his parents, while he was at sea on the USS Wakula.
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Description of Series

Container Series
Series I: Manuscripts

Howard Elbridge Robbins: Veterans History Project (U.S.)



Container List

Container Contents

Series I: Manuscripts

BOX-FOLDER MSS2092/1 Military Papers, 1918
1 folder
Digital content available
MSO01: Veteran's Navy war service certificate.
BOX-FOLDER MSS2092/2 Correspondence, 1918
1 folder
Digital content available
MSO01: Twenty-one letters written in 1918 from Robbins to his wife, Mildred, and his mother
and father. Robbins wrote to his family regularly about his daily life aboard the USS
Wakula throughout the North Atlantic. Topics covered include: receiving mail; being in
dry dock longer than anticipated; food; supplies; weather conditions; updates on coming
home; not being able to go out of the Panama Canal Zone; family updates; throwing
stones at a wild alligator; mail censored; heading back to the United States; traveling to
Russia; cold weather conditions in Russia; anxious feelings about seeing family; reading
about flu being bad in the United States; flu being awful in England and Ireland; leave
in England; physical injuries of veterans in England; American Red Cross burying the
dead; application for discharge; war being over.
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