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 SPECIFIC QUESTIONS RELATED TO FINLAND'S 

 

 MARRIAGE AND CITIZENSHIP LAWS   
 
 
 This report is a summary presentation of certain aspects of Finnish Law and the system of 
government in that country.  Since the report is prepared as a response to a number of questions, 
the answers are enumerated to meet the questions as posed. 
 
 1.  According to the Finnish Law of Marriage, a married couple consists of equal parties 
who work together on an equal basis for the welfare of the family. 
 
 2.  In principle, both parents have joint custody of the children. 
 
 3.  When children are born in Finland of a Finnish father or a Finnish mother, they are born 
citizens of the country. 
 
 4.  No one can be forced to stay in Finland against his will unless the individual is detained 
for criminal wrongdoing.  This means that a foreigner who is in Finland for the purpose of marriage 
with a Finnish citizen, or for any other purpose, cannot be detained in the country unless a crime has 
been committed. 
 
 5.  Although the parents have joint custody of their children, in case of separation, they 
may agree that one of them should have sole custody.  Otherwise, it is up to the court to make a 
decision on this issue. 
 
 6.  Since a woman who marries a Finnish citizen is under no obligation to acquire Finnish 
citizenship, she does not lose her national citizenship. 
 
 7.  If the children acquire citizenship of the United States at the same time, they will not 
need to obtain a visa to enter the United States.  However, according to the Visa Office of the 
State Department, the visa requirement for entering the United States was recently abolished for 
Finnish citizens.  This means that there is no need to obtain an entry visa for a visit of up to 90 
days in the United States. 
 
 8.  A person who marries a U. S. citizen does not automatically obtain U. S. citizenship.  
Therefore, no question of dual citizenship is involved. 
 
 9.  The duration for eligibility to acquire Finnish citizenship is five years.  The capability of 
obtaining a living in Finland is a condition for acquiring Finnish citizenship. 
 
 10.  There are no specific rules concerning a marriage between a Finnish citizen and a 
foreigner.  However, if a foreigner marries a Finnish citizen in Finland or in a Finnish embassy 
abroad, the Finnish Law of Marriage Will apply.  Finnish law contains certain rules of impediments 
to marriage which to a great extent correspond to the existing rules in the marriage codes of several 
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states in the United States. 
 
 11.  U. S. citizens do not need to obtain a visa to travel within Finland. 
 
 12.  In general, the Finnish people are very open, law abiding and modest by nature.  A 
large number of people of Swedish origin inhabit Finland.  Therefore, both Swedish and Finnish are 
the official languages of the country.  Since its separation from Russia at the end of World War I, 
Finland has been governed by democratic rules. 
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