
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHIMA 

In the period between the onset of the Cultural Revolu¬ 

tion in 1966 and the fall of the "’gang of four55 in October 1976, 

there was virtually no legal publication in the People’s Republic 

of China (PRC). Since October 1976, legal publication has resumed 

in a qualified and limited sense, neither before nor after October 

1976, however, was extensive information published on the disposi¬ 

tion of instances of Juvenile crime, and we hence are not in a 

position to offer more than a very broad characterization of the 

manner in which cases involving Juveniles are handled in the PRC. 

In October 197^ Richard P. Brown, an American attorney, 

met with members of the law faculty of Peking University. A 

record of Brown’s meeting published in the April 1975 issue of 

the American Bar Association Journal indicates that the Chinese 

Jurists stated: 

Juvenile Delinquency. We have a re-education 

house to educate and supervise Juvenile delinquents. 

Youngsters under eighteen years of age are not sen¬ 

tenced. They are sent to a re-education house and 
do manual labor. They have the right to appeal 

their sentence, but usually they are not given any 

sentence. They have the same rights as the adults, 

if they are sentenced. As to the problem of Juvenile 
delinquency, we punish those who provoke delinquency 

in our children. 1/ 

1/ Richard P. Brown, Jr., 1 Present Day Law in the People’s Re¬ 

public of China,5’ American Bar Association Journal, April, 1975, P* ^79. 
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Note that in this passage the Chinese jurists make contradictory 

statements as to whether juveniles are "sentenced,” by which term 

the speakers probably intended to allude to criminal punishment. 

Another document dating from the 1970*s would seem to indicate that 

in some circumstances juveniles are given criminal punishment. In 

Journal of Criminal Law & Criminology, vol. 68, no. 3, 1977, p. 383, 

Huagdah Chiu uses a sentencing document of Yunnan province to report 

the sentencing of Han Huar-yun, a male, 16 years of age, to fifteen 

years of imprisonment for having committed theft many times, at¬ 

tempted to use stolen gun to commit robbery, and resisted reform.” 

Special provisions on the handling of juveniles appear in 

some enactments dating from the 1950*s. 

The Security Administration Punishment Act, adopted Octo¬ 

ber 22, 1957» empowers the public security organs (i.e,, the police) 

to impose the non-criminal sanction of a warning, a modest fine, or 

detention of up to 15 days for ?ran act that disrupts public order, 

interferes with public safety, infringes citizens* rights of the 

person, or damages public or private property7 if ?the circumstances 

of the case are minor, if the act does not warrant criminal sanctions, 
2/ 

and if it is punishable according toH the act. Article 26 of the 

act prescribes: 

2/ Jerome Alan Cohen, The Criminal Process in the People*s Repub' 
lie of China. 19**9-1963* An Introduction» Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
Harvard^ljniversity Press,1968, p. 205 . 
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Ho punishment shall he given for acts that violate 
security administration hy persons who have not reached 

the age of thirteen; acts that violate security adminis¬ 

tration by persons -who have reached the age of thirteen 

hut who have not reached the age of eighteen shall he 
punished lightly. However, the heads of their families 

or their guardians shall he ordered to discipline them 

more strictly. If this kind of act arises from over- 

indulgence by the head of the family or guardian, the 
head of the family or guardian shall he punished, hut 

punishment shall he limited to a warning or a fine. 3/ 

Hon-eriminal sanctions imposed by non-judicial organs 

for acts that seemingly would include behavior that in the West 

would he termed 'juvenile delinquency” also were authorized by the 

provisions of the Decision of the State Council of the Peopled 

Republic of China Relating to Problems of Rehabilitation Through 

Labor, approved August 1, 1957* These sanctions were to be applied 

to :’persons with the capacity to labor who loaf, who violate law 

it/ 
and discipline, or who do not engage in proper employment.” 

The Regulations of the People’s Republic of China on 

Reform Through Labor were promulgated by the Government Administra¬ 

tion Council on September 7, 195**. With respect to the incarceration 

of juvenile offenders, these regulations provide as follows: 
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Article 21. Juvenile offenders 13~l8 years of age 
shall he kept in corrective settlements for juvenile 
offenders. 

Article 22. Corrective settlements for juvenile 
offenders shall lay emphasis on the political education 
of the juvenile offenders, on educating them in the 
spirit of the new morality, on instilling them with 
the basic concepts of culture and industrial technol¬ 
ogy; they shall he set to light work with due regard 
for their physical development. 

Article 23* Corrective labor settlements for 
juvenile offenders shall he established in the provinces 
and cities in accordance with actual need. They shall 
he under the jurisdiction of the people’s provincial 
and municipal public security organs. 

Article 2k, Corrective settlements for juvenile 
offenders shall have one settlement chief, one or two 
deputy chiefs, and perhaps several teachers, depending 
on work requirements. 5/ 

Jj/ Fundamental Legal Documents of Communist China, edited by 
Albert P« Blaustein, South Hackensack, Hew Jersey, Fred B. Rothman 
& Co., 1962, p. 2k6. 
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