
Recent Information on the Criminal Justice 

System of the People's Republic of China 

Information has been requested on the criminal Justice system 

of the People's Republic of China. It is our understanding that the re¬ 

quester is interested chiefly in the recent period of development of the 

criminal Justice system. For his use, we are enclosing a bibliography 

listing recent English-language writings on Communist Chinese criminal 

law. To supplement this bibliography, we wish to make a few comments. 

Less than a month after the death of Mao Zedong in September 1976, 

a coalition of more moderate figures within the Communist Chinese leader¬ 

ship ousted the "gang of four." The "gang of four" was composed of the 

most prominent of Mao's radical followers, and it included his widow, 

Jiang Qing. Shortly after the ouster of the "gang of four," the new leader¬ 

ship adopted a policy of "strengthening the legal system.' Although some 

would discount the amount of progress that has been made in the imjlamenta¬ 

tion of this policy, "strengthening the legal system has been one of the 

central policies of the post-Mao leadership throughout the years of its 

power, and it promises to continue to be a major policy. 

Few scholarly studies of Justice in Communist China have been 

published in American sources since the Peking regime introduced the policy 

of strengthening the legal system. We believe that the major oneo of such, 

scholar*ly studies are included in the bibliography that follows• Abundant, 

although undigested, information on Justice in the PRC is available, however, 



in primary sources. The reader who does not read Chinese may gain access 

to mueh of this information through the English translations published in 

Foreign Broadcast Information Service, Daily.fteport, People’s Republic of 

China (FBIS). This source is available In microfiche in the collection of 

the Library of Congress. The Far Eastern Law Division maintains a card file 

of articles in FBIS dealing with law, and SevaBaak, Inc., of Stamford,Connecti¬ 

cut, publishes a quarterly index under the title Index, Foreign Broadcast 

Information Service, Daily Report, People?s Beruhllc of China. The requester 

will be interested particularly in two supplements pubi ished on July 2? and 

July 30, 19T9, which contain English translations of the seven laws adopted 

at the Second Session of the Fifth National People*s Congress in July 19T9- 

These laws are the organic law of the local people's congresses and the 

local people?s governments, the electoral law for the national People’s 

Congress and the local people’s congresses, the organic law of the people’s 

court, the organic law of the people5© procuratorate©, the criminal code, 

the code of criminal procedure, and the joint venture law. The February 26, 

19^05 issue of FBIS contains what are referred to in The Criminal Process 

iff the People1 s Republic of China (see below) as the Security Administration 

Punishment Act and the Decision of the State Council of - the PPC Feinting 

to Problems of Fehabilltation Through Labor. Both of these enactments were 

issued originally in 195T * and both have been reissued in I960. 

The People’s Bepublic of China has published only erratic and very 

incomplete statistics on criminal justice. Some figures for the recent 

period are presented in article© in FBIS. 
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Theories of punishment and crime causation and prevention are 

presented in The Criminal Process ^in the People 9 Republic of China a 19^9 

1263* a citation for vhich is in the bibliography that follovs. For in¬ 

formation on these topics in the recent period, the requester must locate 

relevant materials in FBI8, 

The following is a bibliography that may be useful! 

Chinese Lair Fast and Present; A Bibliography of Enactmentg and 

Cgnaaeptarleg in En&ligh Text. Complied' and edited by Fu-shun 

Liu. U«v York: The East Asian Institute* Columbia University, 

1966. kl9 p. 
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