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JAPAN 

In Japan, safety prerequisites for automobile 

manufacturers are regulated by the Road Transportation Vehicle y 2/ 
Law of 1951 and the Ministry of Transportation Ordinance 

issued thereunder in the same year* Articles 40 through 43 

in Chapter III of the Law provides 

J;Ls.PT£R III Jafety Standard ot Vehicles for Road Transportation 

(Structure of Motor Vehicles) 

Art, 40* No motor vehicle shall be served for 
operation unless its structure meets the safety 
technical standards to be fixed by the Ministry of 
Transportation Ordinance as to matters enumerated in 
each of the following itemsi 

(1) Length, width and height; 

(2) Minimum road clearance; 

(3) Gross vehicle weight (referring to the total 
amount of vehicle weight, maximum loading 
capacity and the weight obtained by multiplying 
riding capacity with 55 kg); 

• (4) The weight upon the wheal; 

(5) The ratio of weight upon the wheel against the 
vehicle weight (referring to weight ©£ motor 
vehicle with necessary equipment for operation 

(6) The ratio of the weight upon the wheel 
against the gross vehicle weight; 

(7) Maximum stability angle; 

(S) Minitmira rotation radius; 

<9) Earth-touching parts and axle*load pressure* 

1/ 

Law No* IS5, June 1, 1951, as last amended by 
Law No. 47, 1964. 

y 
Wr, *7 t,t1v £8. 1951. 



(Bysteias Equipped in Motor Vehiclas) 

.irt« 4u No motor vehic 1« shall be served for 

operation unless it meets the safety technical standards 

fixed by the Ministry of Transportation Ordinance, as 

to scatters concerning the systems enumerated in each of 
the following items: 

(l) Prime mover and power transmission system; 

(2} Wheel and axle, sled, and other running 
systems; 

(3) Steering system; 

(4) Brake system; 

(5) Spring and other buffer systems; 

(6) Fuel and electric systems} 

(7) Frame and body; 

(S) Coupling system; 

(9) Boarding and loading accommodations; 

(1C) Front-glass and other window glasses; 

(11) Muffler and other noise preventing devices; 

(12) Device for preventing the omission of smoke, 

gases of bad odor and poisonous gas, etc*; 

(13) Mead light, number plate light, tail light, 

brake light, clearance light, other lighting 
devices and ref lector; 

(14) Morn and other alarm devices; 

(15) Direction indicator, and other indicating 
devices; 

(16) Back mirror, window wiper and other devices 

to secure visual field; 



(17) running distance mecar and 
other mater*f 

(18) Fire extinguisher and other fire preventing 
devices} 

(19) Pxeasure vessel end accessory devices 
thereto} 

(20) Other especially necessary systems and devices 

of motor vehicles which shall be fixed by 
Cabinet Order# 

(Hiding Capacity or Maxima Loading Capacity) 

Art# 42# No motor vehicle shall be served for 
operation unless it meets the safety technical 

standards fixed by the Ministry of Transportation 

Ordinance as to the riding capacity or maximum leading 
capacity# 

(Addition of Limitation on Safety Technical 
Standards of Motor Vehicles) 

-Art# 43# The chief of the Land Tran#partation 
Bureau may add, for the users of motor vehicles 

chiefly operated upon a read which la dangerous 

from safety point of view on account of road conditions 

such as gradient, curve, muddiness, piled snow, freezing 

and other road conditions, etc., limitations m to each 
item or Article 40 in accordance with the provisions of 

the same Article, limitations cn running system, brake 

system, lighting device or alarm device in accordance 

with the provisions of Article 41 cr limitations as to 

the riding capacity or maximum loading capacity in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 42# 

2# The chief of the Land Transr ortaticn Bureau 

shall previously obtain the authorisation o£ the 

Minister of Transportation when the actions mentioned 

in tthm preceding paragraph are taken# 
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The above articlafi 40 through 43 are Implemented 

by Chaoter IE {Articles 2 through 58) of tha Ordinance of 1951 

of which Articles 2 through 21 are particularly pertinent# 

These are shown in the attached official translation of the 

original Ordinance as it was in force in 1951, which was made 

by the Japanese Government# This Ordinance has been amended 

3/ 
on several occasions t© include as of 1963 the following 

amendments t© these pertinent provisions* 

Article 3, paragraph 2, was added* 

2# In the case of tractors and trailers, the 

standards referred to in the preceding paragraph are 

conformed to even in the state where tractors and 
trailers are coupled together# 

Article 9, paragraphs 2 and 3 were added* 

2# In tha running system referred to in the 

preceding paragraph# pneumatic rubber tire shall 

be sc constructed as not to cause any breakage such as 
crack, exposure of tube, ate* 

3# Tha tire-ehain shall be firmly fisted in the 

running system in such a manner as to ensure safe 
operation* 

Article 11, paragraph l, item (5), was added* 

(5) That there is no marked difference in respect 
ot either to left or right in the power of tha 
steering handle* 

as amended by Ordinance Mo# 45, Oct# 1, 1963* 



In Article 12, paragraph 1, item (4), the table was 

amended to read as lollops: 

Kaximum 
Speed kia/h 

80 or more 

35 or more and less than 80 

20 or more and less titan 35 

bass than 20 

Initial Braking 
Speed km/h 

50 

35 

20 

Maximum speed thereof 

Stop 
Iffifiitii m 

22 or leas 

14 or less 

5 or less 

5 or less 

♦article 12, paragraph 2, item (3) was added? 

(3) That out of the brake systems (excluding the 
brake system of the trailer with a vehicle 
weight of lass than 2 tons), one system shall 
possess a handling mechanism by which the 
trailer can be kept in a state of standstill 
on the dry slope of 1/3 when the trailer.is in 
unloaded state* 

Article 17*»2 (Electric Syatam)**a new article**was 

added t 

The trailer system of a motor vehicle shall conform 
to the following standards: 

(1) That the electric wiring inside a motor vehicle 
shall be covered and attached to the body; 

(2) That the electric terminal, switch or other 
equipment which is likely to cause electric 
sparks inside a motor vehicle shall be 
properly covered# 

(3) That the battery shall be fixed in such a 
manner as not to cause movement or damage as 
the result of vibration or impact* In this 
instance, the battery installed inside a 
motor vehicle shall be covered by a wooden 
box or other adequate insulator* 



6 

Artie1® 18, paragraph 3 was added: 

3* Tim maximum leading amount shall be indicated 
at the rear of the body. 

Articles £.2 through 58 were considerably changed. 

prepared by* S 
Or* Sung If con die 
Far Eastern La.v Division 
Law Library 
Library ©f CJongrasa 



KOREA 

The safety pr*requisites for automobile manufacturers 

are regulated under Korean law by the Road Transportation Vehicles 

It 
haw of 1962• Article 39 of the hm provides? 

No automobile shall be operated unless it meets 

the safety standards as determined by an Ordinance of 

the Ministry of Transportation as to matters concerning 

the systems enumerated in each of the following iterast 

(1) Prime mover and power transmission systems; 

(2) Wheel and axle, sled, and other cunning 
systems; 

(3) Steering system; 

(4) Brake system; 

(5> Spring and other buffer systems; 

(6) Fuel and electric systems; 

(7) Frame and body; 

(5) Coupling system; 

(9) Boarding and loading accommodations; 

(10) Front-glass and other window glasses; 

(11) Muffler and ether noise preventing devices; 

(12) Device for preventing the emission of smoke, 

bad odor, gas, etc.; 

(13) Head-light, number-plate light, tail light, 

brake light, clearance light, and other 

lighting devices; 

(14) Horn and other <4arm devices; 

(13) Direction indicator, and other indicating devices; 

J7 
Law Mo. 962, Jan. 10, 1962 



(16) Back mirror* window-wiper and atlwr devices 
to secure visual field; 

(17) BpeacL-iaatar, running distance meter end 
ether meters; 

(1.8) Fire preventing devices and fir# 
extinguisher; 

(19) Pressure vessel and accessory devices 
thereto; 

(20) Other necessary automobile equipment as 
determined by an Ordinance of the Ministry of 
Transportation* 

The provisions of Article 39 are further implemented by 

the Ministry of Transportation Ordinance Concerning the Safety 
2/ 

Standard of Road Transportation Vehicles# 

Prepared by* 
Dr* bung Yoon Clio 
Far Eastern Law Division 
Law Library 
Library of Congress 

F 
Ordinance Mo* HI* March 29, 1962; Articles 2 

through 43* 
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THAILAND 

Sirica Thailand is not an autoracbi 1« manufacturing 

country, Thai legislation concerning safety requirements is 

basic and brief, Thai authorities rely on more elaborate safety 

measures of the manufacturing countries cf imported automobiles. 

Article 33 of the Automobile Act of 1930 enables the 

Minister of Interior tc prescribe safety requirements for 

aur. ©mobiles, Ministerial regulation No, 5 of 1930, as amended 

by Ministerial Hegu1stions Nos. 14 <1947) and 15 (1951) provide# 

Section 2. Thu ois& and weight of motor vehicles 
which may travel on public highways shall conform t© the 
following standards: 

A) No motor vehicle shall exceed 2,30 m, in width? 

B) No motor vehicle shall exceed 3 ®. in length, 
measured from the hood or the front fender to 
the rear fender? 

J) Thu length of a trailer shall not exceed 6 m,; 

0) The length, measured from the middle of the 
r*iar axle tc the rear fender shall not exceed 
1,50 m. except* 

(1) For public passenger motor vehicles which 
have a length, bafcwean the middle of the 
front mlm and the rear axle, of over 4 m«, 
and weigh 2,500 k* or more, this section 
shall not exceed 2,60 ®* in length? 

(2) For public passenger motor vehicles which 
weight less than 1,250 k*y this section 
shall not exceed 1 a, in length# 

<3) The Deputy Central Registrar has the power 
to approve;: the use of motor vehicles whose 
above-mentioned section exceeds the pre¬ 
scribed length, if the motor vehicles have 
been manufactured abroad# 



I) The standards for the weight of motor vehicles 
and for the weight of loaded goods shall be as 
follows? 

(.1) Two-ax la, four-wheel motor vehicles including 
weight ol load shall not exceed 6,000 k.f 

(2) Two-axle motor vehicles, with double wheels 
on the rear axle, Including weight of load, 
shall not exceed £,000 k$ 

(3) Three-axle motor vehicles including weight 
of load shall not exceed 9,000 k*$ 

In any province which does not have durable highways, 
tne Registrar has the power to refuse registration of 
motor vehicles whose weight, including weight of load* 
exceeds 4,000 k* 

^faction 3m Motor vehicles which weigh lass than 
3,©C0 k* may not employ solid rubber tires* 

Section 4. The width of the solid rubber tires 
shall be enough to support the weight of the motor 
vehicle, including the weight ol load* The weight 
shall be evenly distributed and shall not exceed 
120 k* per 1 s<$* cm* of the width of each wheel* 

Section 5* Motor vehicles on public highways 
siay not esipluy wheels which are covered with any 
material ocher than rubber, except with a temporary 
permit from the Registrar* 

Sactior^O. Motor vehicles without a muffler or 
with an exhaust pipe discharging fumes onto the high¬ 
way may not be employed* 

Section 7* Motor vehicles which exceed 6 m. in 
length shall not puli trailers. 

* • • 

Sjjctipn 10, For every motor vehicle there shall 
be a rear view mirror in which the driver may easily 
observe the rear of the vehicle. 
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Section 11. Public motor vehicles which are 
permitted to transport passengers shall have sun* 
shade awnings, seats with leg room and strong back* 
rests mounted to the floor of the vehicle, and side 
awnings which are firmly attached to the body of the 
vehie1#« 

If the motor vehicle carries more than 12 
passengers, including the driver, and If it weighs 
more than 1,500 k, theta shall be an aisle in the 
center with a hand*rail* There shall also be an 
entrance and an exit cn the left aide* of the vehicle, 
the former to the front, the latter to the rear. On 
the rooftop of the vehicle there shall b« a railing, 
30 cm. high all around lor carrying goods. 

The requirement* in the above paragraph shall 
not apply to vehicles built, changed, and registered 
before April 1, 1937. 

Section II bis. A|i public motor vehicles shall 
an operating speedometer connected to them so as 

t© be easily observed by the driver* 

Article 70 of the hand traffic- .-aetL jsf 1934 empower* th* 

Minister of Interior to issue safety regulations concerning th# ~- 

lights and brake system of motor vehicles, .accordingly, Ministerial 

Regulation Me. 2 (1935) provides a 

Lightsi 

Section 1* Every vehicle which operates at night 
shall have lights. 

1) Meter vehicles 

(b) Motor vehicles with three wheels or more 
shall have white headlights, at least one 
on each side. They shall indicate th*?. 
•width of th# vehicle. The brightness and 
the level of the lights shall be the earn# 
on both sides. The light beams shall 
illuminate the highway for not less than 
20 m. ahead. 

* Traffic travels on the left-hand side of th# road 
in Thailand 



(c) Hotor vehicles * . * shall have rad tail 
lights, shifting directly to the rear, and 
a small white light over the license plats 
so that the Heanaj number may be easily 
disc©enable within 20 ta* The said light 
shall be in the cantor of the roar of the 
vehicle or to the extreme right rear* 

2) . * * 

<b) Trailers for rsotor vehicles shall have red 
tail lights, shining directly to the rear, 
and a small white light over the license plate 
so that the license number may be easily 
diacernable within 20 m* The said light 
shall be in the center c£ the rear of the 
vehicle or to the extreme right rear* 

Brakes 

paction 13* Every vehicle using the public high* 
way shall have a brake system as follows* 

1} Motor vehicles 

(b) Motor vehicles with three or more wheels 
shall have 1 hand brake system and 1 foot 
brake system* 

• • * 

Both of these brake systems shall bo in 
good operating order and wh&n used, the 
wheals of the vehicles mist be brought to 
a halt immediately* 

* * * 
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