
JUVENILE OFFENDERS ORDINANCE, HONG KONG 

Several questions have been raised regarding the criminal 

law of Hong Kong, in respect to the conviction in that Colony in 

1956 of a thirteen-year-old boy for simple larceny, and his conviction 

some two years later on two counts of unlawful pawning. On the latter 

occasion, he was ordered to make restitution of $32, but no prison 

sentence was imposed. 

It is asked whether the conviction for the offense of simple 

larceny and the convictions for unlawful pawning are to be considered 

crimes involving moral turpitude, and whether there exists in Hong Kong 

a Juvenile Offenders Act whereunder these convictions may be regarded 

as juvenile offenses rather than as regular crimes. 

Hong Kong does indeed have a Juvenile Offenders Ordinance, 

originally promulgated in 1933 and subsequently amended from time to 

time. Under this ordinance, a person is considered a child if he is, 

in the opinion of the court having cognizance of any case in relation 

to him, under the age of fourteen years. If in the court*s opinion he 

is between the ages of fourteen and sixteen years, he is considered a 

young person. 

The procedure in juvenile courts is as follows, as laid 

down by Section 8 of the ordinance! 

8. (1) Where a child or young person is brought 
before a juvenile dourt for any offence it shall be the 
duty of the court as soon as possible to explain to him 
in simple language the substance of the alleged offence. 
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(2) If the court is satisfied that the child or 
young person understands the nature of the alleged offence it 
shall (unless the alleged offence is homicide) ask the child or 
young person whether he admits the offence. 
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(3) If the court is not satisfied that the child or 

young person understands the nature of the alleged offence, or 
if the child or young person does not admit the offence the 
court shall then hear the evidence of the witnesses in support 
of the complaint or information. At the close of the evidence 
in chief of each such witness, the court shall ask the child or 
young person, whether he wishes to put any questions to the 
witness. If the child or young person Instead of asking questions 
wishes to make a statement he shall be allowed to do so. 

(4) If it appears to the court that a priraa facie case 
is made out* the evidence of any witnesses for the defence shall 
be heard, and the child or young person shall be allowed to 
give evidence or to make any statement. 

(5) The court may, for the purpose of assisting the 
child or young person in his defence or for the purpose of 
explaining anything in the statement of the child or young person 
but not otherwise, put to such child or young person such questions 
as it may think necessary. 

(6) It shall be the duty of the court to put to the 
witnesses such questions as appear to be necessary in the interests 
of the child or young person. 

(7) If the child or young person admits the offence 
or the court is satisfied that it is proved, he shall then be 
asked if he desires to say anything in extenuation or mitigation 
of the penalty or otherwise. 

(8) Before deciding how to deal with the child or young 
person the court shall obtain such information as may be readily 
available as to his general conduct, home surroundings, school 
record, and medical history, in order to enable it to deal with 
the case in the best interests of the child or young person, and 
may put to him any question arising out of such information. For 
the purpose of obtaining such information or for special medical 
examination or observation or for the purpose of considering how 
to deal with the case in the best interests of the child or young 
person the court may from time to time remand the child or young 
person on ball or to a place of detention. 
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(9) If the child or young person admits the offence or 
the court is satisfied that it is proved, and the court decides 
that a remand is necessary for purposes of inquiry or observation, 
tk® court may cause an entry to be made in the court register that 
the charge is proved and that the child or young person has been 
remanded. The court before which a child or young person so 
remanded is brought may without further proof of the commission 
of the offence make any order in respect of the child or young 
person which could have been made by the court which so remanded 
the child or young person. 

(1$) Where a child la brought before a juvenile court 
for any offence other than homicide the case shall be finally 
disposed of in such court. 

(11) Where a young person is brought before a 
juvenile court for any offence other than homicide the case may 
be finally disposed of In such court.— 

In light of the above, it would seem that the person in 

question was tried as either a child or young person in a juvenile 

court of Hong Kong under the procedure described. Juvenile courts 

in Hong Kong ere constituted by the magistracies or magistrate's 

courts in various parts of the Colony which are listed in the subsidiary 

legislation to the Juvenile Offenders Ordinance. The conviction of the 

person, if under this ordinance, would then be governed by its 

Section 11, subsection (4), which states as follows: 

11. (4) The conviction of a child or young person 
shall not be regarded as a conviction of felony for the 
purposes of any disqualifications attaching to convictions 
of felony .£/ 

1/ Juvenile Offenders Ordinance. 12 Laws of Hong Kong ch. 226 
(rev. ed., 1964), p. 4-6. " 

2/ Ibid., p. 7 
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The conviction of the child or young person of simple 

larceny and of unlawful pawning then, in accordance with the above 

provision, would not constitute felonious offenses as they would, 

had they been committed by an adult. 
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