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A,SYNOPT1C TREATMENT OF CUSTOMARY DIVORCE AMONG THE AKANS (ASUANTI) OF ' ANA 

Divorce under Akan (Aehanti) customary law may be judicial or extra-
1/ 

judicial. A judicial divorce is obtainable by applying to a District Court 

with jurisdiction to adjudicate divorce proceedings in accordance with the 
2/ 

provisions of the Courts Act, 1971, No. 367 of 1971, as amended. 

An extrajudicial divorce may be initiated by either party to the 

marriage. Such a divorce is granted by tribal elders, assisted by the 

families of the parties to the narriage, after efforts to reconcile the 
3/ 

parties have failed. 
4/ 

According to the case of Attah v Annan, an extrajudicial divorce 

will be considered terminated only after the performance of certain ceremonies 

prescribed by Akan customary law and carried out in the presence of the parties 

to the narriage. 

Since the issues raised in this case deal with questions of fact and 

points of law, the validity and existence of a customary divorce are matters 

which should be determined by the courts of law in Ghana. Such courts could 

declare the validity of a custonary divorce and the method of proving such a 

divorce. 
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