


T h e  or O f f i c i a l  Use O n l y "  p r o t e c t i v e  m a r k i n g s  

u s e d  h e r e i n  a r e  c a n c e l e d  a t  s u c h  t i m e  as t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  u s e  i n  j u d i c i a l  p r o - .  

c e e d i n g s  - - -C E - -T  f o r  t h o s e  p a g e s  s p e c i f i c a l l yE X P 

i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  T a b l e  o f  C o n t e n t s  (Volume 11, 

Book 1) as c o n t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  

a u t o m a t i c  t e r m i n a t i o n  ( p a r a  1 3 ,  AR 3 4 0 - 1 6 ) .  



REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE A R M Y  REVIEW 

OF THE 

PREL IM INARY INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE M Y  MI INCIDENT (U) 

VOLUME II 

TESTIMONY 

BOOK II 
C A R R I L L O  FORD,  J .  GOUZOULES 
COX G E I G E R  GREER 
CROWE GERBERDING HAEBERLE 
DUNN GOLDEN HANKS 
F E L I X  GORE HENDERSON, J . 

14 MARCH 1970 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUbWrI!.RY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CARRILLO, Richard R. SP5 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 7 February 19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Doorgunner, l l t h  Brigade,  
Avia t ion  S e c t i o n .  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  was a c l e r k  i n  a b a t t a l i o n  TOC from 
5 December 1967 u n t i l  t h e  second week of  January 1968,  
when he  became a doorgunner i n  the l l t h  ~ r i g a d e  Avia t ion  
s e c t i o n ,  where h e  remained u n t i l  November 1968 (pg.  1). 
He u s u a l l y  f l ew i n  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p ,  b u t  would 
a l s o  f l y  on "huey ' s "  and OH-23's (pg. 2 )  . H e  named the 
crew members and t h e  p i l o t s  of v a r i o u s  s h i p s  he  was on 
(pgs. 2-4) .  H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  markings of t h e  s h i p s  from 
t h e  174th (pgs .  13 ,  1 4 )  . 
2. ACTIVITY ON 16 MARCH 1968. 

a. Knowledse of  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 5 ) ,  b u t  d i d  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s e v e r a l  combat a s s a u l t s  i n t o  t h e  ~ i n k v i l l e  
a r e a  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  eve r  s e e i n g  l a r g e  groups 
of dead Vietnamese on t h e  ground (pg.  8) . 

b.  A c t i v i t i e s  wi th  Warrant O f f i c e r  HONDA. 

H e  r e l a t e d  an  i n c i d e n t  d e s c r i b e d  t o  him by HONDA, 
i n  which HONDA guided i n f a n t r y  f o r c e s  t o  a Vietnamese male 
who w a s  l y i n g  on the ground (pg. 9 ) .  H e  heard  no r u m o r s  
of any k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 10) . 
(CARRILLO) 1 SUM APP T-340 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


c. Co lone l  HENDERSON. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  HENDERSON 
d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg .  1 6 ) .  H e  neve r  h e a r d  o f  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg .  1 8 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1420 hours ,  7 February 
1970.) 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTC PATTERSON 
and M A J  COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  S p e c i a l i s t  F ive  Richard R. CARRILLO. 

(SP5 CARRILLO was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

RCDR : W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. My name is  Richard R. CARRILLO, Jr . ,  SP5, my o rgan i -
z a t i o n  is  Headquar ters  and Headquarters  Company, 1/81 A r m o r ,  
1st Armored D i v i s i o n .  F o r t  Hood, Texas. My S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number is and I ' m  now i n  t h e  Army. 

LTC PATTERSON: S p e c i a l i s t  CARRILLO w i l l  you s t a t e  your u n i t  
of assignment  and d a t e s  whi le  you w e r e  a s s igned  t o  t h e  Republic  
of Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I l e f t  f o r  Vietnam on 5 December a s  a 
c l e r k  working a t  b a t t a l i o n  TOC. 

Q T h a t ' s  1967? 

A. I n  1967, s i r ,  and I p u t  i n  a 1049 (Personne l  Act ion)  
f o r  a job a s  a doorgunner of a h e l i c o p t e r  f o r  t h e  l l t h  Br igade ,  
and I g o t  it. And a l l  my t o u r  t h e r e  I was a doorgunner u n t i l  
the las t  of November 1968, when I came back. 

Q When were you p h y s i c a l l y  a s s i g n e d  a s  a doorgunner 
t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade Avia t ion  Sec t ion?  

A. It  was t h e  f i r s t  o r  second week of January.  

Q. I n  1968? 

A. R i g h t ,  sir. 

Q. And you s t a y e d  as a doorgunner w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
Avia t ion  S e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n ,  u n t i l  November 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q. Which t y p e  o f . a i r c r a f t  w e r e  you doorgunner  f o r ?  

A. W e l l ,  I f l e w  mos t ly  t h e  C & C ,  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  s h i p ,  
t h e  bubb le  job .  OH-23's and a r econ  jobbe r  and t h a t ' s  about  
it. Huey I s  and. t h e  bubb le  jobs .  

Q. You f l ew doorgunner  on b o t h  t h e  Hueys and t h e  OH? 

A. R i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q Was t h e r e  a p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  t h a t  you f l e w  o r  a p e r i o d  
o f  t i m e  t h a t  you f l e w  i n  one  and were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n o t h e r ,  o r  
d i d  you a l t e r n a t e  on a d a i l y  b a s i s ,  s w i t c h  from one t o  a n o t h e r ?  

A. R i g h t ,  I swi t ched .  During t h e  morning w e  had a 
r econ  m i s s i o n  from abou t  0800 o r  0830 and a f t e r  t h a t  w e  would 
come back and u s u a l l y  g e t  a Huey, t h e  c o l o n e l  ' s  chopper ,  o r  
a r e g u l a r  Huey f o r  mi lk  r u n s ,  s u p p l i e s ,  r e s u p p l i e s .  Then i n  
t h e  a f t e r n o o n  a b o u t  1700 w e  would have a n o t h e r  r econ  mis s ion  
on t h e  OH-23's. W e  would come i n  l a t e .  I t  would be 1930 o r  
2000 and t h a t  w a s  t h e  r e g u l a r  r o u t i n e  f o r  m e  each  day .  

Q So  on a d a i l y  b a s i s  you s w i t c h e d  from one s h i p  t o  
a n o t h e r ?  

A. R i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q Do you remember t h e  crew c h i e f s  o f  t h e  two Hueys 
t h a t  were a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  A v i a t i o n  S e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  had  s e v e r a l .  The C & C  b i r d  crew c h i e f  
w a s  SP5 Bob STICKLER, t h e  main one.  A f t e r  t h a t  i t  was SP5 
JOHNSON. 

Q. When d i d  JOHNSON come i n ?  

A. JOHNSON came i n  t h e  3 l a s t  months w e  w e r e  i n  'Nam 
b e f o r e  coming back .  Around i n  t h e r e  somewhere. 

Q Sometime i n  August o r  September 1968? 

A. R i g h t .  

Q. Who w a s  t h e  c r e w  c h i e f  o f  t h e  o t h e r  Huey? 
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A. W e  had se 
W e  had some new men 
I f o r g e t  t h e i r  names 

v e r a l ,  sir. W e  had a S p e c i a l i s t  F i v e  MILLER. 
t h a t  came i n  t h a t  w e r e  j u s t  a l t e r n a t i n g .  

Q Who was crew c h i e f  of t h e  o t h e r  Huey d u r i n g  March 
19683 

A. You mean n o t  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  s h i p ,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r  Huey? 

Q. The o t h e r  s h i p ?  

A. I t  would probably  be--oh, t h a t  was, t h e r e  was an-
o t h e r  man t h e r e .  

Q. Was h i s  name WOOD? 

A. WOOD, r i g h t .  WOOD was one of them. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  numbers of t h e  two s h i p s ?  

A. The s h i p s  I remember w e r e  687, I bel ieve--867 and 
041, I b e l i e v e .  Those a r e  the ones I remember, sir. 

Q How about  an 074? 

A. Y e s ,  074, s ir ,  r i g h t .  

Q. What about  687, do you r e c a l l  t h e  687? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Was t h a t  t h e  C&C b i r d  o r  was t h a t  used f o r  o t h e r  
miss ions?  

A. R i g h t ,  s ir ,  t h a t  was t h e  C h a r l i e  b i r d .  687 or  867--
it was 687, r i g h t .  

Q How, d i d  STICKLER c r e w  t h a t  s h i p ?  

A. H e  crewed t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  b i r d ,  s o  it must have been 
it. I ' m  a lmost  s u r e  it was 687. 

Q. A r e  you s u r e  it c o u l d n ' t  have been 074? 
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A. Oh, 074, r i g h t ,  he crewed t h a t  one,  too .  

Q- W e  have p rev ious  test imony t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  on o r  
abou t  16 March t h e r e  w e r e  two Hueys ass igned  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  B r i -
gade Avia t ion  Sec t ion .  One which you have i d e n t i f i e d  a s  687 
and t h e  second b e i n g  074. 

A. R i g h t ,  s i r ,  and w e  t r a d e d  one i n .  I b e l i e v e  it 
came from the 174 th  o r  from Chu Lai .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  which was 
867. 

Q When was t h a t ?  

A. During t h e  midtour ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t  was t o t a l e d  
o u t .  

Q o  Through an a i r c r a f t  a c c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir. I b e l i e v e  it was mor tared .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  
b u t  I remember, we  g o t  t h a t  one f o r  an o l d  b i r d .  

Q. And your c a l l  s i g n  was Primo? 

A. R igh t ,  sir.  

Q How do you s p e l l  t h a t ?  

Q W e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n  mid-March 1968, 
074 w a s  be ing  crewed by S p e c i a l i s t  STICKLER? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q And it was, i n  f a c t ,  t h e  des igna ted  C&C a i r c r a f t  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d ,  687 was be ing used f o r  o t h e r  
purposes.  Ash and t r a s h  miss ions .  Does t h a t  ag ree  w i t h  you 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q Do you. have an i n d i v i d u a l  f l i g h t  r e c o r d ,  CARRILLO? 

A. Not mine, s i r ,  they  kep t  a l l  t h e  d a i l y  l o g s  i n  
0pera t ion .s .  

4 
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Q You d o n ' t  have any records a v a i l a b l e  t o  you t o  in-
d i c a t e  whether or no t  you flew on 16 March 1968? 

A. No, sir. 

0 Have you read,  o r  d i d  you know, o r  do you r e c a l l  
16 March 1968, f o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  reason? 

A. I read  about it, sir ,  I mean I read  about the  in-
c i d e n t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e .  

Q. We have received some testimony t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
on 16 March 1968, and during t h e  combat a s s a u l t  i n  t h e  a r e a  
immediately around P i n k v i l l e ,  My Lai ( 4 )  and the  Son My V i l l -
age a r e a ,  t h a t  one of t h e  Primo a i r c r a f t  supported t h e  174th 
and t h e i r  mission was l i f t  company f o r  Task Force Barker. 

A. Right ,  s ir ,  we used t o  help t h e  174th ou t  sometimes. 
Search and CA. 

Q. Do you remember p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  on 
16 March 1968? A s  a member of t h e  crew of t h e  Primo a i r c r a f t ?  

. . 

A. W e  made a l o t  of i n s e r t i o n s ,  s i r ,  and it was a l -
ways the  174th.  We always flew with them when we  were go-
ing  t o  l e t  t roops  down. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  16 th  of March, p a r t i c u l a r l y ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- -On 15  March, General LIPSCOMB, t h e  br igade  com-
mander, depar ted  t h e  11 th  Brigade and had a change of com-
mand ceremony a t  0930 . i n  the  morning, and turned  over the  
br igade  t o  Colonel HENDERSON. Did you a t t e n d  t h i s  ceremony? 

A. Y e s ,  sir, I d id .  I remember it c l e a r l y .  

9. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  ceremony? 

A. Right ,  s ir ,  w e  a l l  came down from my a v i a t i o n  sec-
t i o n .  A l l  t h e  men t h a t  were t h e r e  and we were s tanding  i n  
formation. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  what you d i d  t h e  af te rnoon of 15 March? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  we j u s t  flew r e g u l a r  runs.  I ' m  not  
sure ,  sir. 

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q The next  day, 1 6  March, was when t h i s  a s s a u l t  was 
t o  t ake  place.  On t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  15 th ,  Colonel HENDER-
SON went t o  LZ Dot t i e  f o r  t h e  purpose of r ece iv ing  a b r i e f i n g  
from Colonel BARKER on t h e  opera t ion  t o  be conducted the  next  
day, the 16th.  

A. We used t o  f l y  t o  D o t t i e ,  lots .  

a. Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  on t h a t  day, 15 March, t ak ing
him t o  Dot t ie?  

A. I couldnl t ,  s ir ,  I ' m  n o t  sure .  I c o u l d n ' t  remember. 

0- On 16 March f o r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  Task Force Barker 
used a s  a PZ, LZ Dot t i e .  I t  was a l a r g e  l i f t  and t h e r e  were 
some nine  s l i c k s  involved,  supported by two guns. The s l i c k  
formation included a i r c r a f t  from t h e  174th ,  t h e  Dolphins, t h e  
71s t  R a t t l e r s  and we b e l i e v e  one Primo. 

A. I remember t h e  formations w e  had, i f  I ' m  n o t  m i s -
taken. Was t h i s  t h e  time they leve led  t h e  ground down and we 
had a l l  of t h e  1 / 2 0 ,  p a r t  of t h e  l s t ,  a l l  of them t h e r e ?  W e  
picked them up, I 'm  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h a t  is t h e  time o r  not .  I 'm 
almost s u r e  t h a t  is  and t h e  CA a r e a  was c l o s e  t o  Dot t i e  I be-
l i e v e .  The i n s e r t i o n  w a s  c lose  t o  where we picked them up. 

Q Nnat do ycu mean by c lose?  

A. I mean, u s u a l l y  we flew back from Duc Pho t o  Dot t i e ,  
made the  i n s e r t i o n  and we would have t o  go a l l  t h e  way back, 
and most of them were f a i r l y  f a r .  

Q I n  time? 

A. I n  time and from i n s e r t i o n  t o  i n s e r t i o n ,  bu t  w e  
f lew with t h e  R a t t l e r s  t oo ,  I can remember, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  
remember an i n s e r t i o n  l i k e  t h a t .  We had s e v e r a l .  
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Q W e  have reason t o  be l i eve  the  formation used was 
vees of t h r ee .  Nine sh ips .  Three vees of th ree .  The form-
a t i o n  headed sou th ,  genera l ly  along Highway 1 then the  t u r n  
around somewhere over t h e  south br idge ,  j u s t  nor th  of Quang 
Ngai over t h e  Quang Ngai River,  and landed a t  an LZ t o  t he  
w e s t  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  The l i f t  was preceded by an a r t i l l e r y  
prepara t ion ,  gunship suppression and doorgunners. Nothing 
t o  r e c a l l  your being t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. Well, I ' m  no t  good f o r  d a t e s ,  s ir ,  b u t  w e  had 
s e v e r a l  C A 1 s  f o r  t h e r e  t oo ,  from nor th  of Quang Ngai around 
towards going t o  P inkv i l l e .  There is a l s o  one I remember, 
I be l i eve ,  a t  t h e  end of our t o u r  when we had a recon platoon 
wiped o u t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember f u r t h e r  back than t h a t .  

Q There were two LZ 's t h e r e  t h a t  day, two l i f t s  i n t o  
each LZ. And t h e  second LZ on s h o r t  f i n a l ,  t h e  s l i c k s  had t o  
make a go-around, because the  a r t i l l e r y  had no t  shu t  o f f ,  and 
flew over t h e  China Sea. 

A. I be l i eve  I remember, s ir ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  p lace  it 
c l e a r l y .  W e  d i d n ' t  have too  many i n s e r t i o n s  c lo se  t o  Pink-
v i l l e  t o  my knowledge. That was one of j u s t  a couple. 

8. W e l l ,  the couple of i n s e r t i o n s  t h a t  you r e c a l l  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n ,  t he  combat a s s a u l t s ,  can you t e l l  m e  any-
t h i n g  about them a t  a l l ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  we had one c lo se ,  j u s t  west of Quang Ngai. 
I remember t h a t .  It w a s  a ra iny  day, That was one where t he  
4/3 g o t  h i t ,  t h e  recon platoon.  We had some j u s t  ac ross  High-
way 1 on Big Red. Several  t he re .  

Q Which Big Red? 

A. I would say  c l o s e r ,  maybe 5 miles  south of Quang 
Ngai, towards t he  coas t .  

Q. Do you ever  r e c a l l  going i n  nor th  of t h e  Song Tra 
Khuc o r  the  Quang Ngai River? 

A. Right ,  we crossed it twice. We made i n s e r t i o n s  
t h e r e  j u s t  a l i t t l e  nor th  of Quang Ngai. 

Q. Which way? 
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A. They had one of t h o s e  LRP base camps t h e r e ,  and it 
w a s  by t h e  mountains,  by t h e  Montagnards. W e  made some i n s e r -
t i o n s  t h e r e  too. Under t h e  h i l l s  w a s  where w e  had some .50 c a l i -
bers f i r i n g  towards t h e  Phantom jets coming down t h a t  v a l l e y  
going o u t  towards t h e  Quang Ngai River ,  j u s t  west of Quang Ngai, 
going t h a t  way o u t  of Quang Ngai ( i n d i c a t i n g  t o  h i s  r i g h t )  . 
The a r t i l l e r y  s h o t  it a l l  up and w e  had burns going a l l  through 
it, and we put an i n s e r t i o n  t h e r e .  I f lew wi th  C h a r l i e  b i r d  
a l l  that day, I mean from morning t o  a f t e rnoon .  

9- Was t h i s  wi th  General LIPSCOMB o r  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. Colonel  HENDERSON, sir, I b e l i e v e .  But I c a n ' t  
remember t h a t  f a r  back. 

Q- W e l l ,  t h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  day t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON 
was i n  command of  t h e  b r igade .  I t  was h i s  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n  a s  
b r i g a d e  commander, 16 March. A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  H i l l  85? 

A. N o t  e x a c t l y ,  s i r ,  maybe on t h e  map. 

Q. J u s t  n o r t h  of Quang Ngai River  and j u s t  southwest  
of P i n k v i l l e  t h e r e  is a l i t t l e  h i l l .  

A. W e  f l ew over  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q There is  an  o l d  o u t p o s t  on t o p  of i t ?  

A. Right ,  sir. I remember thak  o u t p o s t .  

Q Do you remember t h a t  h i l l ?  

A. There was a smal l  p l a t f o r m  f o r  one chopper t o  l and .  
I t  was one of  t h e  s p e c i a l  f o r c e s  camps I b e l i e v e .  

Q. You had s p e c i a l  f o r c e s ?  

A. No, I b e l i e v e  most of them were South Vietnamese 
s p e c i a l  f o r c e s .  W e  went t h e r e  j u s t  about  t w i c e ,  t h a t  I can 
remember. 

Q. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any l a r g e  groups of dead 
Vietnamese on t h e  ground? 

A. Not l a r g e ,  sir.  
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Q. I n  the a r e a ,  n o r t h  of  Quang Ngai o r  between Quang Ngai
and P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r ,  n o t  a l a r g e  amount. It 
is common t o  see f i v e ,  s i x  a t  t h e  most. That was about  it. 

Q Did you f l y  a l o t  w i t h  M r .  HONDA? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  he was my r e g u l a r  AC p i l o t .  

Q M r .  HONDA was t e l l i n g  us about  a day when somewhere 
i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  he caught  o r  found a Vietnamese male lay-
i n g  on t h e  ground and t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  t r o o p s  over  
t o  p i c k  this f e l l o w  up. H e  f l ew very  low over  him i n  an OH-23 
keeping h i s  eye on him and t r y i n g  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  f o r c e s  over  
t h e r e ?  

A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  I r e c a l l .  

Q. H e  threw o u t  a t e a r  gas  grenade.  Do you r e c a l l  
be ing  w i t h  him on t h i s  d a t e ?  

A. I t h i n k  I remember. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  it was wi th  
M r .  HONDA. I b e l i e v e  it was M r .  HONDA. I c a n ' t  say.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  ground t r o o p s  d i d  and saw 
when they  g o t  o v e r  t h e r e ,  t o  t h i s  man? 

A. No, s i r ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  making any medical  evacua t ions?  

A. Medical ,  s i r ?  Vietnamese? 

Q. Vietnamese o r  U .S., anytime? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  we made a couple  of Vietnamese medical  
runs.  A l i t t l e  g i r l  we j u s t  p icked up i n  a v i l l a g e  south  of 
Duc Pho, g o t  h i t  one n i g h t ,  a couple  of r u n s  f o r  dead V i e t -
namese, A R V N ' s  wounded. Y e s ,  sir. I remember i n  t h e  f i e l d  
we p icked some s e r g e a n t  who was c r o s s i n g  a r i c e  paddy and 
s t epped  on a mine. B l e w  himself  up. Those a r e  about  t h e  
on ly  ones I remember. 
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Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any th ing  about  any o p e r a t i o n s  
where a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  were r e p o r t e d  t o  be k i l l e d  
by Task Force  Barker? 

A. I heard  about  it, sir. I mean some of t h e  guys 
t a l k i n g  about  having k i l l e d  a l o t  of people.  I remember t h a t .  

6. What do you r e c a l l  what they  w e r e  s ay ing?  

A. During t h a t  t i m e ,  I remember t h e  t i m e  they say 
that happened, and I ' m  say ing  t h a t ' s  when Colonel  BEERS, I 
t h i n k ,  and t h e  1/20, I b e l i e v e ,  went down once. This  was 
a f t e r ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  it was dur ing  t h a t  t i m e  of n o t ,  b u t  
some guys k i l l e d  some guys. It  may n o t  even have been a t  t h a t  
time. Not a l a r g e  amount of people ,  j u s t  a coup le .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember any s t o r i e s  about  Task Force 
Barker? 

A. Task Force Barker? Colonel  BARKER? From Colonel  
BARKER? 

Q. From anyone, any of t h e  e n l i s t e d  people t h a t  you
used t o  chum around wi th?  

A. S t o r i e s ?  

Q - Hearing any th ing  concerning Task Force Barker o r  
members of B Company of  Task Force Barker k i l l i n g  any l a r g e  
numbers of  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. C i v i l i a n s ,  sir. No I c a n ' t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  hea r  any rumors about  a  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  accus ing  any of  t h e  t r o o p s  of Task Force Barker of  k i l l -
i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. You mean accus ing  t h e  infantrymen? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  hear  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning 
any k i l l i n g s ?  

10 
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A. NO, s ir ,  j u s t  when I came back. 

Q You never  heard  any th ing  about  it whi le  you w e r e  
over  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q Did you ever  f l y  t h e  C&C f o r  Task Force Barker? 

A. Maybe I f l ew C-bird. We used t o  f l y  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  
w i t h  Colonel  FRANKLIN and a young c a p t a i n .  I b e l i e v e  he used 
t o  f l y  w i t h  Colonel  FRANKLIN a l l  t h e  t i m e  and when Colonel  
BARKER w a s  a t  Duc Pho w e  used t o  f l y  him s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o o ,  
a s e r g e a n t  major and a l i g h t  c o l o n e l .  

Q When you went f l y i n g  C&C f o r  Colonel  HENDERSON who 
w a s  c r e w  c h i e f ?  

A. We had GASKINS, a buck s e r g e a n t .  

Q = When a Primo s h i p  w a s n ' t  a v a i l a b l e ?  

A. The 174th would t a k e  over .  

Q Who then  would f l y ?  

A. You mean o u r  p i l o t s ?  One of o u r  p i l o t s  f l ew wi th  
him most of t h e  t i m e ,  when t h a t  happened. 

Q One of your p i l o t s  f lew most of t h e  t ime? 

A. One of  o u r  p i l o t s  when o u r  s h i p s  d i d n ' t  go. M r .  
HONDA would go some of t h e  t i m e s .  

Q. Would go wi th  t h e  174th? 

A. Some of  t h e  t i m e s .  S e v e r a l  t imes  when it happened 
l i k e  t h a t ,  j u s t  f o r  it t o  look r i g h t  f o r  t h e  c o l o n e l .  

Q. You mean t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade p i l o t s  would go over  and 
f l y  i n  t h e  174th  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Tha t  only  happened once i n  a w h i l e ,  s i r .  
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Q. Who went o v e r  t h e r e ?  

A. I remember t h e  crew c h i e f .  I b e l i e v e  he borrowed 
a s h i p  once f o r  a c o u p l e  of  m i s s i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o l o n e l .  

Q What p i l o t s  would go ove r?  Do you know? 

A. The o n l y  one I can t h i n k  of is M r .  HONDA. 

Q. Do you know i f  M r .  HONDA f l e w  C&C i n  one of t h e  
1 7 4 t h  choppers  a t  any t ime f o r  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b e f o r e  he l e f t  I mean. I b e l i e v e  
I r e c a l l  when o u r  s h i p  went down f o r  an i n t e r m e d i a t e  PE. One 
of  o u r  p i l o t s  would u s u a l l y  go down t o  s e e  e i t h e r  t h e  c o l o n e l ,  
o r  anyway he  'd go. 

Q. The 174 th  Huey, d i d  they  make d a i l y  r u n s ,  a s  a 
c o u r s e  of  r o u t i n e ,  from Duc Pho t o  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  s i r .  

Q Car ry ing  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  back ,  o r  a bunch 
of p a p e r s  and s o ?  

A. To Chu L a i ?  

Q. O r  from Chu L a i .  

A. I used t o  see t h e  174 th  a t  Chu L a i  a l o t .  I used 
t o  see them there. We'd go down t o  Chu L a i  and park  down a t  
t h e  park .  They would be  t h e r e .  

Q Where would you t a k e  them? 

A. Who are you t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  s i r ?  

Q. What w e r e  you doing  a t  Chu L a i ?  

A. I would be making t h e  mi lk  r u n ,  s ir .  

0. What t i m e  o f  day was t h i s ?  

A. Maybe r e s u p p l y .  
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Q I t  w a s n ' t  a r o u t i n e  t h i n g ?  I t  wasn ' t  done every-
day? 

A. Not everyday,  b u t  it was r e g u l a r .  

Q Do you recall c a r r y i n g  a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  from Duc 
Pho up t o  LZ D o t t i e  on many occas ions?  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  c a r r i e d  him once from Chu L a i ,  t h a t  
I can recall.  

Q. What was he? 

A. I t  w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t ,  I b e l i e v e .  A f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q Do you remember h i s  name? 

A. No, sir. I can j u s t  p i c t u r e  him. 

Q How about  from Duc Pho t o  D o t t i e ,  t h e  11th Brigade? 

A. W e  d i d n ' t  make t o o  many t r i p s  up t o  D o t t i e  a t  f i r s t .  
I remember going down a l o t  and pa rk ing  by t h e  pad and BARKER 
w a s  s t a t i o n e d  down t h e r e .  I used t o  go down and s t a y  t h e r e  
f o r  a  w h i l e  and d r i n k  c o f f e e .  W e  had s e v e r a l  LZ's l i k e  t h a t  
b u t  he had h i s  own chopper t h e r e  I b e l i e v e ,  Colonel  BARKER. 

Q Colonel  who? 

A. Colonel  BARKER. 

Q- What s h i p  was t h a t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  174 th ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q What makes you t h i n k  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  we  would s e e  them t h e r e  once i n  a whi le .  

Q See t h e  s h i p ?  

A. The s h i p ,  t h e  174th.  

Q Could you recognize  it a s  t h e  174th?  
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A. The e m b l e m ,  i t  had t h e  Sharks  emblem on t h e  f r o n t  
and the numbers. 

Q. A s h a r k s  emblem on t h e  f r o n t ?  

A. The gunsh ips .  

Q. What was t h e  symbols f o r  t h e  s l i c k s ?  

A.  The s l i c k s  had t h e  174 on t h e  door .  

Q. What 's t h a t ?  

A. The number. 

Q. On the door?  

.A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  

Q- What d i d  it have i n  t h e  f r o n t ?  

A. The r e g u l a r  s l i c k  had a Dolphin.  

Q. Do you know a n y t h i n g  about  t h e  e v e n t s  su r round ing  
t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  might  be u s e f u l  t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

A. To t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h ,  sir, I have a bad memory 
and i t ' s  a l o n g  t ime  ago. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  o r  remember r e a d i n g  abou t  i t  i n  t h e  
newspapers and so on? 

A. I mean, now t h a t  i t ' s  come o u t .  

Q. Did t h a t  mean any th ing  t o  you? Do you have any
r e c a l l ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember. I mean, I r ead  
about it and t r i e d  t o  remember, b u t  I j u s t  can ' t .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  anybody t a l k e d  about  i t ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. While you w e r e  o v e r  t h e r e ?  
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(The w i t n e s s  gave a nega t i ve  response . )  

You donl ' t  r e c a l l  hea r i ng  about  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hea r ing  any of t h e  a v i a t o r s  o r  
any of t h e  o t h e r  people  t a l k i n g  about i t ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I would have heard  about it. I would 
have remembered i f  I heard  t h a t  many people g o t  k i l l e d .  To 
my knowledge I never  heard  of t h a t  b e f o r e ,  u n t i l  I g o t  back 
and read  it i n  t h e  papers .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t s  when you were 
f l y i n g  w i th  M r .  HONDA i n  e i t h e r  t h e  OH-23 o r  t h e  Huey, wi th  
r ega rd  t o  anybody shoo t ing?  

A .  U s  f i r i n g ?  

Q. O r  anyone, you f i r i n g  o r  t h e  ground t r oops  f i r i n g  
a t  anyone? Did you eve r  hea r  M r .  HONDA t a l k i n g  about  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  I t  w a s  j u s t  r e g u l a r .  We would 
g e t  i n t o  a f i r e  f i g h t  w i t h  one o r  two VC,  b u t  t h a t  about  it. I 
remember once though,  t h e r e  was a gunship,  M r .  HONDA, I b e l i e v e ,  
go t  a f t e r  him f o r  shoo t ing  down a VC o r  a Vietnamqge t h a t  they  
could  have p icked up. That  was about  it. 

Q. What gunship? 

A.  A 174th ,  I b e l i e v e .  One of  t h e  young p i l o t s  would 
always be r e p o r t i n g  i n ,  say ing  they  g o t  s o  many k i l l s  a day. 
And M r .  HONDA s a i d ,  "Why d o n ' t  you t r y  p i ck ing  them up once 
i n  a whi le  and b r i n g  them back a l i v e ? "  

0. M r .  HONDA d i d  c a l l  t h a t  on t h e  r ad io?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  when he  came back t o  t h e  TOC 
and he s a i d  t o  t h e  ope ra t i ons .  H e  t o l d  somebody, or I o v e r  
heard  him, o r  something t h a t  "They could  have p icked them 
up, they  could  have brought  them back a l i v e .  The doo rgwne r  
j u s t  s h o t  him." W e  went i n t o  t h i s  LZ, I remember, and t h e r e  
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were peop le  running and some of  t h e  doorgunners  from t h e  gun-
ships- - I  remember, SHARKS--were j u s t  f i r i n g  everywhere and 
t h e y  k i l l e d  t h a t  guy there, I remember. 

Q- D o  you remember when t h i s  was? 

A. I t  w a s  about  t h e  f i f t h  o r  s i x t h  month we were t h e r e .  

Q. That  would have meant t h e  month of June  o r  J u l y ,  
May? 

A. Y e s ,  somewhere around t h e r e .  I t  was an LZ.  W e  
had infant rymen moving and t h e  people  u s u a l l y  evade them t r y -
i n g  t o  g e t  o u t  of t h e r e ,  and I b e l i e v e  w e  s t a r t e d  t o  g i v e  
them f i r e ,  t h a t ' s  when they  k i l l e d  t h a t  guy. I c a n ' t  remember 
when it w a s .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  o r  do  you know of anyone t h a t  knows 
any th ing  about  t h e  ME Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  16 March 1968? 

A. It could  have been any of t h e  doorgunners t h a t  
would have been f l y i n g ,  i n s t e a d  of me. I would have remembered 
i f  something l i k e  t h a t  would have happened. Usual ly GASKINS, 
he  would f l y  f o r  me i n  my p l a c e .  MILLER h a d n ' t  g o t  t h e r e .  
WOOD would f l y  doorgunner sometimes. 

Q- Did you e v e r  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  Colonel  HENDERSON talk 
, about  this.t h i n g ?  

A. No, sir .  I mean, w e  had one of t h o s e  in tercoms.  

Q. Were you on inter-corn? 

A. W e  c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  what he s a i d .  

Q I f  he  t a l k e d  on intercom? 

A. Sometimes we could  maybe h e a r  something,  b u t  it 
was an a c c i d e n t .  The b i g  in tercom,  you could  only  t a l k  t o  
t h e  p i l o t  and t h e  p i l o t  back t o  him. 

Q- Who used t o  f l y  wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON i n  t h e  C&C? 
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A. The se rgeant  major used t o  f l y  a l o t  wi th  him. 

Q- What's h i s  name? 

A. WALSH, I be l i eve .  

Q. Okay, who e l s e ?  

A. A l i g h t  colonel .  A r e a l  t a l l  s l ende r  co lone l .  I 
don ' t  remember kis name. FRANKLIN would f l y  once i n  a while.  

Q. Pid he have any o the r  e n l i s t e d  men with  him? 

A. W e  had about four  passangers ,  most of t h e  t ime,  
wi th  him and I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you know Colonel MACLACHLAN? 

A.  I don t . t  be l i eve  so .  

Q. Do you know Colonel LUPER? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. Major MCKNIGHT, yes ,  s i r .  

Q. Who w a s  Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. He was working a t  t h e  TOC, I b e l i e v e ,  br igade TOC. 
I don ' t  know what h i s  branch was o r  what s e c t i o n  he was wgrk-
i n g  i n ,  bu t  he used t o  f l y  q u i t e  a b i t  with us too .  

Q. Did you read about t h e  opera t ion  i n  t h e  America1 
o r  i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade newspaper? 

A. No, sir. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  reading anything concerning Task 
Force Barker? 

A. I read some, probably l i s t i n g s  on how many they 
k i l l e d  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  - I never heard of them k i l l -
ing  t h a t  many. 
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, Q. How many? 

A. I t  came o u t  i n  t h e  papers  s a y i n g  t h e y  k i l l e d  a l l  
t h o s e  people .  

Q. How many d i d  you r e a d  about  Task Force  Barker  k i l l -
i n g ?  

A. V i e t  Cong, they  would say  maybe 1 2 ,  11, 9, maybe 
6 ,  here.. 

Q. Do you ever r e c a l l  r e a d i n g  about  them o r  h e a r i n g
about  them, k i l l i n g  more than  t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. Does the f i g u r e  128,  do you remember r e a d i n g  any-
t h i n g  about  t h e  128 b e i n g  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, sir. 

0. You do -not?  

.(The w i t n e s s  gave an n e g a t i v e  response . )  

And you never  heard  any th ing  about  any i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n ?  

No, s ir .  

O r  any i n c i d e n t  even o c c u r r i n g ?  

A .  No, sir.  

.Q. You never  saw one? 

A. Not t h a t  I know , o f ,  s i r ,  

Q Before  w e  a d j o u r n ,  I would l i k e  t o  g i v e  you an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  say  any th ing  you would l i k e  t o  say .  I ' v e  done 
a l o t  of q u e s t i o n i n g ,  do you have any q u e s t i o n s  o r  any th ing  
you would l i k e  t o  say concerning t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I wish I could  remember, s i r ,  b u t  I j u s t  
d o n ' t  and i t ' s  been s o  long.  
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Q. I unders tand i t ' s  been q u i t e  a  w h i l e ,  anything
else you want t o  say?  

A. T h a t ' s  about i t ,  sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: W e l l ,  we thank you very much f o r  making t h e  
t r i p  up h e r e ,  S p e c i a l i s t  CARRILLO, w e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  it 
has  been a long time, and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you d i d  a t t empt  t o  
recal l  anything t h a t  could be o f  b e n e f i t  t o  u s ,  and w e  appre-
ciate your e f f o r t .  

Th i s  hea r i ng  w i l l  recess. 

(The hea r i ng  recessed  a t  1502 hou r s ,  7 February 
1970.1 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: COX, R u s s e l l  D. MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 3  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT CONCERNED: S2, 1 1 t h  Br igade ,  March 1969 -
December 1969. 

1. SEARCH FOR THE REPORT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had no p e r s o n a l  knowledge 
of  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  only  o f  t h e  S2 f i l e s  c o n t a i n i n g  
t h e  r e p o r t s  (pg.  3 ) .  He t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  he  hea rd  
of a r e p o r t  was from t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  
Colonel  CROWE, i n  May 1969 (pg. 4 ) .  H e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h i s  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t  found t h e  reques ted  r e p o r t  ( E x h i b i t  
R-5 ,  t e x t u a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  E x h i b i t  R-1)  i n  t h e  S2 f i l e s .  H e  
b e l i e v e d  t h e  r e p o r t ,  c l a s s i f i e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  was found 
i n  a mani la  f o l d e r  which may have been marked " t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
i n c i d e n t "  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  He t u r n e d  t h e  r e p o r t  o v e r  t o  Colonel  
CROWE (pg.  6 ) .  

2 .  COPYING THE REPORT. 

The w i t n e s s  noted  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  he t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  
CROWE was n o t  an  o r i g i n a l  (pg. 6 ) .  A t r u e  copy was made o f  
t h e  S2 copy o f  t h e  r e p o r t  ( typed  by t h e  b r i g a d e  S1) and s igned  
by t h e  w i t n e s s  a s  a " t r u e  copy" (pg.  6 )  . The S2 copy was then  
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  f i l e  (pg. 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  
E x h i b i t  R - 1  appeared t o  be  t h e  t r u e  copy which he s igned  
(pg. 7 ) .  though he acknowledged i t  was n o t  a p e r f e c t  t r u e  
copy (pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  added t h a t  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  t o  E x h i b i t  R-1  
were t h e  same a s  t h o s e  found wi th  t h e  copy o f  t h e  r e p o r t  
which he  found i n  t h e  S2 s a f e  (pg. 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he had no knowledge of a n o t h e r  copy o f  t h e  r e p o r t  with-  
Out i n c l o s u r e s  be ing  found a t  b r i g a d e  (pg.  8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
was shown E x h i b i t  R-5, and he  s t a t e d  t h a t  it was t h e  document 
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found i n  t h e  S2 s a f e  (pg.  9 ) .  He al lowed t h a t  he d i d  n o t  
know how many t r u e  cop ies  o f  t h e  document were p repared  
(pg.  1 0 )  . The wi tness  f u r t h e r e d  t h a t  he  had no knowledge 
of t h e  i n i t i a l s  "RKB" on E x h i b i t  R-5 (pg. 11). 
3 .  LOCATION OF THE DOCUMENTS. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no log  k e p t  on 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents (pg. 11). He opined t h a t  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  typed document should  be a t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
headquar te r s  (pg. 1 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  
number o f  t r u e  c o p i e s  he s i g n e d ,  nor  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  t r u e  copy (pg.  1 5 ) .  ( E x h i b i t  R - 1  i s  a carbon 
copy of  t h e  t r u e  copy) .  

4 .  OTHERS HAVING KNOWLEDGE OF THE REPORT. 

I t  was brought  o u t  t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s ,  
t h e  b r i g a d e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t ,  t h e  c l e r k  who p repared  
t h e  copy, Colonel  CROWE, and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  persons  w i t h i n  
t h e  b r igade  had knowledge t h a t  a r e p o r t  was be ing  sought  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a Colonel HOWARD o f  t h e  
I G  had spoken wi th  Colonel  CROWE, b u t  had no p e r s o n a l  
knowledge of t h e  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  conversa t ion  (pg .  1 5 ) .  H e  
f u r t h e r  r e l a t e d  t h a t  he had no knowledge of a s e a r c h  f o r  
a r e p o r t  p r i o r  t o  h i s  o f f i c e  be ing approached (pg.  1 7 ) .  

5 .  RUMORS OF THE I N C I D E N T  AT MY L A I .  

The w i t n e s s  s a i d  t h a t  whi le  wi th  t h e  b r i g a d e  i n  Vietnam 
he had heard  comments about  an i n c i d e n t  a t  P i n k v i l l e  ( p g . 1 7 ) .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  h e a r i n g  t h a t  U . S .  f o r c e s  had k i l l e d  innocen t  
c i v i l i a n s  and added t h a t  he b e l i e v e d  t h e  comments came from 
t h e  s t a f f  members who had been a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  f o r  some 
t i m e  (pg.  1 8 ) .  He added t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  g e n e r a l  knowledge 
w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  (pg.  1 8 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

(COX 

R- 1 

R- 5 

a s  t h e  copy found 
i n  S2 s a f e .  
Discussed .  
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1 2 , 1 3 ,  

1 5  
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Copy o f  R-1 found i n  
1 1 t h  Br iqade  f i l e  
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pa red  by t h e  w i t  
and d i s c u s s e d .  
Admitted i n t o  
ev idence  and 
i d e n t i f i e d  by w i t  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0920 hours ,  13  January  1970.) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: 
MR MACC

The fo l lowing  named persons  
RATE, and MAJ LYNN. 

a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  is Major R u s s e l l  D .  COX. 

(MAJ COX was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s :) 

Major COX, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  your 
f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch o f  s e r v i c e ,  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. R u s s e l l  D .  COX, Major,  , I n f a n t r y ,  as-
s igned  a s  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  T r a i n i n g  B a t t a l i o n ,  
U.S. Amy T r a i n i n g  Cen te r ,  F o r t  Bragg, North C a r o l i n a .  

10: Major COX, b e f o r e  w e  proceed wi th  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  
I wish t o  inform you o f  s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

Th i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec- 
r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and Chief of S t a f f  of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Army 
f o r  t h e  purpose  of  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  and making 
f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning two m a t t e r s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n -  
q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  
of command o f  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My La i  in -
c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

. . 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  wi thho ld ing  of i n -
format ion  by any person who had a d u t y  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  
in fo rmat ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  i n v e s t i -
g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of  what happened i n  My L a i  
( 4 ) .  I t  is  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes which I have 
s t a t e d .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t ?  

No, sir .  I d o n ' t .  
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Q. I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  made i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  To my knowledge, I have n o t  r e a d  any 
p rev ious  tes t imony which you have g iven  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .  

A. No, sir .  

Q. Your tes t imony h e r e  t h i s  morning w i l l  be t aken  under 
o a t h .  A ve rba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  
i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im n o t e s  be ing  t aken  by 
t h e  r e p o r t e r .  The g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be  
c o n f i d e n t i a l .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  your t e s t imony ,  o r  a t  least 
p a r t s  of it, w i l l  l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

Next t o  m e  h e r e  t h i s  morning, on my l e f t  i s  M r .  
Robert  MACCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer who h a s ,  through t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army, vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  a s s i s t  m e  
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and p rov ide  l e g a l  counsel  t o  me. M r .  
MACCRATE may a l s o  address  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  morning. How-
e v e r ,  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing 
t h e  evidence  and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 
You a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  test imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance of your o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ,  o r  
as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body, which is t o  say  t h a t  i f  
you were o r d e r e d  t o  appear  b e f o r e  one of  t h e s e ,  you would have 
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  s o  p rov ide  t h e  tes t imony.  T h i s  would i n c l u d e  
a p o s s i b l e  appearance b e f o r e  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i v e  subcommittee. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  caut5oned t h a t  i f  
you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  
t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v.  C a l l e y ,  
your  appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  t h a t  
o r d e r .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. S i n c e  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  became a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  
knowledge, i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of September,  o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of 
October of l a s t  y e a r ,  v i a  r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  t h e  news, and s o  
f o r t h ,  have you had any c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  anybody from Task 
Force  Barker? 
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A. No, sir .  I h a v e n ' t .  

Q. From t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. From t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n  conce rn ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
o r  any o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  p r o c e s s e s  l e a d i n g  i n t o  i t ?  

A. I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back on t h a t ,  s i r .  To my knowledge, 
I have ,  from a n  o f f i c i a l  s t a n d p o i n t .  While I was t h e  b r i g a d e  
S2, it came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  l l t h  Br igade ,  and t h e  o n l y  
knowledge t h a t  I have is  t h a t  as b r i g a d e  S2, c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  re-
p o r t s  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  and t h e  f i l e s  k e p t  by t h e  b r i g a d e  S2. 
Other  t h a n  t h a t ,  I have no knowledge. I a m  n o t  knowledgeable  
o f  t h e  r e p o r t s .  

Q. What w a s  your  a s s ignmen t  w i t h i n  t h e  America1 Div i -  
s i o n  and l l t h  Br igade?  How l o n g  had you been  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
ass ignment?  

A. I was i n i t i a l l y  a s s i g n e d  a s  t h e  S5 o f  t h e  1 1 t h  B r i -
gade i n  December 1968, and I was t h e r e  u n t i l  March 1969,  a t  
which t i m e  I became t h e  b r i g a d e  S2. I remained a s  t h e  b r i g a d e  
S2 u n t i l  I d e p a r t e d  l a s t  month, t h a t  i s  approx ima te ly  n i n e  
months as t h e  b r i g a d e  S2. 

Q. Major COX, you have  j u s t  ment ioned i n  your  t e s t imony  
a r e p o r t  which had  been  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  S2 o f  t h e  
b r i g a d e .  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. What w e  want t o  do t h i s  morning is  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  
you and go  i n t o  some d e p t h  t o  d i s c u s s  a l l  your  h a n d l i n g s  and 
p r o c e s s i n g  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document. M r .  MACCRATE h a s  been  
f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  one  q u i t e  c l o s e l y  h e r e  and i n  South Vietnam. I 
w i l l  a s k  him t o  t a k e  up t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  

MR MACCRATE: Major COX, i n  May 1969,  a s  t h e  r e c o r d s  s u g g e s t ,  
you f u r n i s h e d  one  o r  more c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  which you 
r e f  e r r e d .  

A. I t h i n k  it was May. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q. Does t h i s  f i x  it i n  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Now, can you r e c a l l  t h e  f i r s t  you hea rd  of t h i s  r e -
p o r t ?  From whom and under what c i rcumstances?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, s i r ,  i t  was my b r i g a d e  
e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  Colonel  CROWE. I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  
r e p o r t  had even been i n  t h e  S 2  f i l e s ,  c l a s s i f i e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  
A s  I r e c a l l ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  h e  asked m e  t o  look f o r  it i n  t h e  S2 
f i l e s .  W e  l o c a t e d  it, and i f  I r e c a l l ,  t u rned  it o v e r  t o  t h e  
b r i g a d e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. To your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  i s  t h i s  Colonel  CROWE who--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  was t h e  b r i g a d e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  
a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q c  Did Colonel  CROWE i n d i c a t e  from whom he  l e a r n e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  was such a document i n  t h e  possess ion  of t h e  S2 of  t h e  
b r i g a d e ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  who he i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h i s  c a s e .  I t  was 
probably  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  A s  f a r  a s  I know t h e  i n q u i r y  came from 
t h e  Department of t h e  Army. 

Q Is t h e r e  any way t h a t  you can f i x  i n  t i m e  when you 
had t h i s  communication w i t h  Colonel  CROWE? 

A. No, s i r .  I ' m  a lmost  c e r t a i n  t h a t  it was i n  May. 
T h a t ' s  a s  c l o s e  a s  I can come t o  t h a t .  

Q. A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h i s  r e q u e s t  from Colonel  CROWE, 
what d i d  you do? 

A. I gave him t h e  copy. W e  p u l l e d  it o u t  of  t h e  s a f e  
and gave it t o  him. 

Q .  W e l l ,  now, you went t o  t h e  s a f e ,  o r  had someone go 
t o  t h e  s a f e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and we gave t h e  document t o  Colonel  CROWE. 

Q.  W e l l ,  d i d  you go t o  t h e  s a f e ,  o r  d i d  you have some-
one else go t o  t h e  s a f e ?  
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A .  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  probably  my i n t e l  s e r g e a n t  i s  t h e  one 
t h a t  found it because  h e  was more f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h o s e  documents. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i n  what c o n d i t i o n  t h e  documents were 
i n  t h e  s a f e ?  Were they  i n  a  manila  envelope? 

A .  I t  was i n  a  manila  f o l d e r  a s  I r e c a l l ,  and it was 
a copy of  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  how many s h e e t s  of paper  w e r e  found? 

A .  No, sir.  I would guess  around t e n .  I t  was a l l  s t a p -
l e d  t o g e t h e r .  

Q. Do you remember what t h e  l a b e l  was on t h e  f o l d e r ?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  abou t  t h a t  e i t h e r ,  s i r .  

Q. This  i s  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  d e t a i l ,  I a p p r e c i a t e ,  and 
we're ask ing  you t o  go back a y e a r ,  b u t  t h e r e  is some d i f f i c u l t y  
i n  l o c a t i n g  some c o p i e s  of t h e  document. We're very  anxious t o  
b e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  a t  each s t e p  we're t a l k i n g  about  t h e  same p i e c e s  
of paper .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason  f o r  t h i s  r a t h e r  d e t a i l e d  i n q u i r y  a s  
t o  t h e  se t  of  c i r cumstances  of  f i n d i n g  them. Now, you d o n ' t  r e -
c a l l  a l a b e l  on t h i s  manila  f o l d e r ?  

A.  No, s ir .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  The on ly  t h i n g  I hea rd  
about  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  was t h e  mention of a 
P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I r e c a l l .  I t  may 
have been w r i t t e n  on t h e r e  a s  " t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t , "  and some-
one had f i l e d  it away f o r  some s p e c i f i c  purpose.  

Q. But,  you had no s p e c i f i c  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A .  No, sir .  I do n o t .  

Q. What was your i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t ' s  name? 

A .  I know it a s  w e l l  a# I do my own, b u t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  
remember. 

Q. W e l l ,  would you w r i t e  a n o t e  t o  y o u r s e l f ,  and g e t
t h a t  f o r  us p l e a s e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. I w i l l .  I know t h a t  he is  s t a t i o n e d  o u t  
i n  Denver, Colorado. 
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Q W e l l ,  yoy can l e t  us k ~ o wabout  t h a t .  A f t e r  loca -
t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  i n  t h e  S2 f i l e ,  d i d  you make t r u e  c o p i e s  of  
wh?t you had found? 

A. Not a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I d i d  no t .  No, s i r .  I t  seems 
t o  me t h a t  it came up l a t e r  t h a t  somebody wanted a t r u e  copy 
made. I b e l i e v e  w e  d i d  make a t r u e  copy of i.t. I d o n ' t  r e c 3 l l  
i f  it was t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e ,  s i r .  I do r e c a l l  s i g n i n g  
f o r  a t r u e  copy of t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q. A f t e r  you l o c a t e d  t h e  document and r e p o r t e d  t h i s  
f a c t  t o  Colonel  CROWE, d i d  you show Colonel  CROWE t h e  document? 
Fkpt  d i d  you do w i t h  t h e  document? 

A. I t  was t u r n e d  o v e r  t o ,  I ' m  very  c e r t a i n ,  Colonel  
CROWE. I d i d n ' t  g e t  involved i n  t h e  i n q u i r y  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  r e -
p o r t  i t s e l f .  The on ly  t h i n g  I was asked was t o  f i n d  t h e  re-
p o r t  i t s e l f ,  and g i v e  it t o  Colonel  CROWE. I t h i n k  l a t e r  it 
was i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a t r u e  copy was t o  be made. I ' m  n o t  even 
sure whether  I s i g n e d , o f f  on t h e  t r u e  copy o r  n o t .  As I r e c a l l ,  
Colonel  CROWE s igned  it because  he is  t h e  one that asked f o r  
t h e  t r u e  copy of t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  he r e t u r n  t o  you t h e  copy t h a t  you had 
found s o  t h a t  you could  g e t  a t r u e  copy? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  whether  it was done i n  my of -
f i c e  o r  i f  i t  was tu rned  over  t o  t h e  S1. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  probably  . 
t h e  S1 was t h e  one who typed up t h e  copy. 

Q. Did you a t  t h a t  t i m e  r e t u r n  it t o  t h e  f i l e s ,  t o  t h e  
S2 f i l e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  We k e p t  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  the copy of  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  i n  t h e  S2 f i l e .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. 1,n o t h e r  words, t h e  s p e c i f i c  document t h a t  you found 
was r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  S2 f i l e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you what has  been marked a s  
E x h i b i t  R - 1 ,  and ask you i f  t h i s  i s  n o t  a photo  copy of a t r u e  
copy which you made of  t h e  document which you found? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. That  i s  your s i g n a t u r e  t h a t  it b e a r s  on t h e  second 
page? 

A. That  is my s i g n a t u r e ,  y e s ,  sir .  

Q. The e x h i b i t  is comprised o f  s i x  s h e e t s  of paper .
The l a s t  s h e e t  is a f o l d e d  letter t h a t  h a s  no th ing  t o  do w i t h  
t h e  r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i t s e l f .  Were t h e  two i n c l o s u r e s ,  
one t h a t  i s  d a t e d  1 4  A p r i l  1968, and t h e  o t h e r  one,  "The A m e r i -
cans  Dev i l s  Devulge (s ic)  True Form," a document o f  two s h e e t s ,  a t -
tached t o  t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  24 A p r i l ,  when you 
found i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' m  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  they  w e r e  because it 
was more t h a n  t h e  l e t t e r  i t s e l f .  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  b e f o r e  t h a t  it might have been a s  
many a s  10 pages .  Does t h i s  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  Was 
it more on t h e  o r d e r  of  5 pages than  l o ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  When I s a i d  10 pages ,  I meant it was 
j u s t  a s m a l l  s t a c k .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  the s t a t e  of t h e  
i n c l o s u r e s  t h a t  you found? 

A.  I t  was on onion s k i n  a s  I r e c a l l .  There was no th ing  
unusual  about  them. 

Q. They w e r e  a l l  s t a p l e d  t o g e t h e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  o r d e r  i n  which t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  
were a t t a c h e d ?  

A. No, sir .  I do n o t .  

Q. W e  have been t o l d  t h a t  a t  a t i m e  subsequent  t o  t h i s ,  
a copy o f  t h i s  let ter  w a s  found w i t h o u t  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  a t t a c h e d .  
We're i n t e r e s t e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  i f  t h e r e  may be a n o t h e r  copy of 
t h i s  document t h a t  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  Did you e v e r  
h e a r  of  a second copy be ing  t h e r e  wi thou t  i n c l o s u r e s  be ing a t -
tached?  
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A. NO,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  recal l  h e a r i n g  o f  a second copy 
of t h a t .  The q u e s t i o n  i n i t i a l l y  came up,  and t h e r e  was q u i t e  
a p p a r e n t  concern  a s  t o  l o c a t i n g  t h e  one  t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e .  
They w e r e n ' t  q u i t e  c e r t a i n  where it was f i l e d  a t .  Somebody re-
c a l l e d  it b e i n g  f i l e d  i n  t h e  S2 s a f e  p r i o r  t o  my assuming t h e  
d u t y  as t h e  b r i g a d e  S2. A s  t o  a n o t h e r  copy,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I 
h a v e n ' t  h e a r d  o f  it. 

Q. Did you know a Co lone l  HOWARD, t h e  I G  o f  t h e  A m e r i -
cal D i v i s i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I d i d .  I knew Co lone l  HOWARD. 

Q. Do you reca l l  any t i m e  speak ing  w i t h  Co lone l  HOWARD 
a b o u t  t h i s  document? 

A. N o ,  sir. I do  n o t .  

Q. Did you know a L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  WHITAKER from 
t h e  IG's o f f i c e  a t  USARV? 

A. No, sir. I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  I know him. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e  copy of t h e  document t h a t  you 
saw w a s  t h e  same t r u e  copy t h a t  you have h e r e  a t t a c h e d  a s  Ex-
h i b i t  R - 1  w a s  a s i g n e d  copy? 

A.  N o ,  s i r .  I c a n n o t  s ay  r i g h t  now, s i r ,  t h a t  t h e  
s a f e  copy was i n  f a c t  s i g n e d .  

Q. I would l i k e  t o  have marked as an e x h i b i t  a t  t h i s  
t i m e ,  a ca rbon  copy o f  a "Repor t  o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  d a t e d  2 4  Ap-
ril 1968,  from Colonel  Oran K .  HENDERSON t o  t h e  Commanding 
G e n e r a l ,  A r n e r i c a l  D i v i s i o n ,  w i t h  n o t a t i o n  on  t h e  f i r s t  page ,  
" f i l e  RKB," and w i t h  i n c l o s u r e  o f  two pages  b e a r i n g  p e n c i l  no-
t a t i o n  " I n c l  2 "  and an i n c l o s u r e  of  one page b e a r i n g  t h e  pen- 
c i l  n o t a t i o n  " I n c l  1 , "  o b t a i n e d  from t h e  S2 s a f e  Arnerical D i -
v i s i o n  by C a p t a i n  Werner 0. HUNDSLEMAN on 2  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 0 ,  

RCDR: S i r ,  t h i s  w i l l  be marked a s  E x h i b i t  R - 5 .  

(The r e c o r d e r  marked t h e  documents as E x h i b i t  R-5 . )  

MR MACCRATE: Major COX, I would now l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  
R-5 and a s k  you i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  same document which you found i n  
t h e  S2 s a f e  a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade?  
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A,  I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e ,  sir .  I t  looks  l i k e  t h e  same 
one. I t  appears  t o  b e  t h e  same one. 

Q. W e l l ,  you w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  it is unsigned.  Your t r u e  
copy ( E x h i b i t  R-1)  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  copy t h a t  you were a t t e s t i n g  
t o  was s igned .  

A,  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You w i l l  a l s o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  a r e  r e v e r s e d ,  
I n c l o s u r e  1 f o l l o w s  I n c l o s u r e  2,  and t h a t  t h e r e  was a  n o t a t i o n  
of " f i l e  RKB," which does n o t  appear  on the t r u e  copy. Does t h i s  
i n  any way d i f f e r e n t i a t e  it from t h e  copy which you examined 
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  l a s t  May, from t h e  f i l e  of t h e  S2 o f  t h e  b r igade?  

A. S i r ,  I cannot  say .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether  t h i s ,  
" f i l e  RKB" w a s  on t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o r  n o t .  

Q. Do you recall t h e  i n c l o s u r e s ?  

A.  No, sir. I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  I r e c a l l  what they  were 
about  and what o r d e r  they  w e r e  i n ,  o r  any th ing  else a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q. Did you r e a d  them a t  t h e  t ime? 

A .  I d i d ,  j u s t  going through them and g l a n c i n g  o v e r  
them making s u r e  t h a t  it was b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same t h i n g ,  and t h e  
c o n t e x t  w a s  t h e  same a s  t h e  t r u e  copy. 

Q. Did you make f o u r  a d d i t i o n a l  c o p i e s  i n  t h e  f i l e s  
of t h e  S2 a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  NO,  s i r . '  

Q. Did you h e a r  a t  any t i m e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  cop ies  
cover ing  t h e  p a r t  of 24 A p r i l ,  o r  of  t h e  a t t a c h e d  i n c l o s u r e s  i n  
t h e  f i l e s  of  t h e  b r igade?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q. Do you recall how many t r u e  c o p i e s  you made of t h e  
document a t  t h e  t ime? 

A .  No, sir .  I do n o t .  
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Q Was it more than one? 

A. I'm not sure, sir. 

Q . And the only request you received came from Colonel 
CROWE? 

A. Yes, sir, to the best of my knowledge. 

Q. And your response therefore, was to Colonel CROWE 
in each instance and not to any of the other individuals in-
terested. I would indicate, Major COX, at this time it is our 
information that the PG at USARV, Colonel WHITAKER had been 
in touch with Colonel Eli HOWARD at the Americal Division, and 
we would assume that either Colonel HOWARD or one of his as-
sistants was in touch with someone at the llth Brigade. In 
response to a communication from Colonel HENDERSON to then 
Colonel, now General, DONALDSON, a telephone call and a second 
request or suggestion, the suggestion was sent from Colonel 
DONALDSON to the llth Brigade that a copy of this report could 
be found in the 52 file. Now does any of this refresh your 
recollection as to the indications that you had from Colonel 
DONALDSON or from the IG of the Americal Division, or from any 
representatives from the IG in USARV? 

A. I do recall a Lieutenant colonel in the brigade 
executive office when I went in there on this particular thing 
at one time, I know, the first time. I don't know for sure if 
it was brought up or not. 1 do know that he was working on an 
investigation at the time, sir. I donPt know who it was. It 
could have been the Colonel WHITAKER or someone else from USARV, 
I don't know. But I dealt directly with the brigade executive 
officer who was handling the thing at the time, and I just more 
or less acted as an intermediary to get the document to him. 

Q On the occasion of your speaking with Colonel CROWE, 
did he have with him an unidentified, or at least unrecalled, 
lieutenant colonel? 

A. Again, sir, I can't say for sure because he could 
have been with Colonel @KOWEl or later on Colonel GREY who re-
placed him. It could have been that time later on. I just 
don't recall the time frame that this lieutenant colonel was 
in his office concerning this matter. 
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Q. Where is  Colonel  CROWE today?  

A. Colonel  CROW' is ass igned  h e r e  a t  Department of  t h e  
Army, Armor, and I d o n ' t  know whether  he works a t  OPO o r  a branch 
of  it. 

Q - Do you know h i s  f i r s t  name? 

RCDR : J a y  Godfrey, o r  Godfrey J a y  CROWE. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
how it i s .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember t h e  type  of r e p r o d u c t i o n  equipment 
t h a t  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. I t h i n k  a l l  w e  had was a mimeograph machine. 

Q So t h e n ,  i f  you wanted t o  make any c o p i e s  of  any 
l e t te r ,  it would b e  done by t h e  carbon p rocess  e v e n t u a l l y ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  d i d  n o t  have a thermofax o r  anything 
of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q- Do you have any i d e a ,  Major COX, what t h e  n o t a t i o n  
" f i l e  RKB" could  mean a t  t h e  t o p  r ight -hand c o r n e r  of  t h e  Ex-
h i b i t  R-5? 

A. I t  would appear  t o  me t h a t  it i s  someone" i n i t i a l s ,  
s ir .  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  p l a c e  t h e  RKB i n i t i a l s .  They d o n ' t  
r i n g  a b e l l  a s  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  

Q. D i d  it have any r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  f i l e  i n  which you 
r e c a l l  t h e s e  papers  w e r e  found? 

A. I t  cou ld  have,  sir .  I d o n ' t  know. I t  could  have 
been t h a t  someone i n  t h e  o f f i c e  d i d  it when it was i n i t i a l l y  
p repared  or something,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  it shou ld  go i n  t h e  f i l e  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  J u s t  normal procedure .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any logg ing  done on t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  you 
found? 

A. No, sir. Not t o  my knowledge. C o n f i d e n t i a l  docu-
ments a r e  n o t  c o n t r o l l e d .  A s  a r e s u l t  they  would probably  n o t  
be  logged i n  anywhere. 
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Q. A r e  you aware of any r e c o r d  o r  o t h e r  in fo rmat ion  
a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A.  NO,  s ir .  I ' m  n o t .  

Q Was a s e a r c h  made a t  t h e  11 th  Brigade a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
t o  your knowledge? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  w i t h i n  my p a r t i c u l a r  o f f i c e  a t  l e a s t ,  f o r  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document. There was a s e a r c h  made a t  t h i s  t i m e  
f o r  any th ing  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r .  To my knowledge t h e r e  
was on ly  t h a t  one copy of t h e  r e p o r t  i n  t h e  f i l e s .  

Q. Is green  t i s s u e  t h e  k ind  of paper  you use  a t  t h e  
l l t h  Brigade? 

A.  I t  could  b e  green o r  pink o r  whi te .  T h e r e ' s  no 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  c o l o r .  I t  depends how we g e t  t h e  onion 
s k i n .  

Q. You d i d ,  from t ime t o  t ime ,  have green onion s k i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge we had green 
and p ink ,  I 'm s u r e .  

Q There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a p o r t i o n  of  t h i s  docu-
ment ( R - 5 )  may have been typed and p l a c e d  o t h e r  t h a n  a t  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade.  W e  were e x p l o r i n g  t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y .  Is t h e r e  any i n -
d i c a t i o n  t o  you, a s  someone who has  been t h e r e  on t h e  l l t h  B r i -
gade s t a f f ,  whether  o r  n o t  t h i s  was prepared  a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. Well,  I would t h i n k  t h i s  one ( R - 5 )  was prepared  a t  
b r i g a d e .  The o r i g i n a l ,  of  c o u r s e ,  would probably be  a t  t h e  
America1 D i v i s i o n .  I t  i s  addressed  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l .  

Q. I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  a l s o  t o  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s ,  and,  i n  f a c t ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h e r e  was 
any d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  t h e  o u t s i d e r  can s p o t  
on it. 

A .  A s  t o  whether they  were typed somewhere e l s e ?  

Q. Y e s ,  whether  they  w e r e  typed somewhere else. 

A. Th i s  appears  t o  be an o r i g i n a l  h e r e  ( R - 5 ) .  
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Q. I t ' s  a ve ry  good carbon? 

A. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  sir .  

I0: Do you know, Major COX, when they  reproduced t h i s  
document (R-5),  whether  or n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  t o  make t h e  t r u e  copy, 
t h e y  had n o t  r e typed  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e y  would n o t  have r e t y p e d  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s ,  
o t h e r  t h a n  making a copy o r  a t r u e  copy of it,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
of fhand i f  t r u e  c o p i e s  w e r e  made of t h e  i n c l o s u r e s .  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' l l  c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  document ( R - 1 )
which i s  supposed t o  be a t r u e  copy of  t h i s  document ( R - 5 ) .  
There a r e  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  I ' m  going t o  ask .  F i r s t ,  n o t e  
t h e  heading of t h e  document which does  n o t  show up on t h e  copy 
which i s  f u r n i s h e d  a s  a t r u e  copy ( R - 1 ) .  I t  does n o t  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  it i s  from t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade .  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document (R-1)  h e r e  was run  
through a thermofax,  sir. 

(The copy of  E x h i b i t  R - 1  examined by t h e  w i t n e s s  
had been d u p l i c a t e d  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  by XEROX Model 2400.) 

Q. Y e s ,  b u t  it should be  a thennofax r e p r o d u c t i o n  of 
t h e  same document, and it should  t h e r e f o r e  have t h e  heading on 
it. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

9 .  Also,  i f  it was made from t h a t  f i l e  copy, c e r t a i n  
t h i n g s  i n  r e d  on t h e  upper r ight -hand c o r n e r  should  have repro-  
duced. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  stamp should 
have reproduced.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. So, t h e r e  i s  q u i t e  a l i t t l e  d i s c r e p a n c y  t h e r e .  You 
w i l l  a l s o  n o t i c e  on t h e  t r u e  copy t h a t ,  i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  t r u e  copy, 
somebody h a s  typed i n ,  " s igned ,  Oran K. HENDERSON" ( 1 .  I f  
you w i l l  n o t i c e  n o t  on t h i s  one ,  b u t  on t h e  o t h e r  one. 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. Th i s  ( R - l ) ,  obv ious ly ,  should have n o t  
have been w i t h  t h e  S s l a s h  and t h e  "s igned"  on t h e  t r u e  copy. 
I t  should appear  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  one (R-5).  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You can a l s o  n o t i c e  down below, under t h a t  margin 
where it shows two i n c l o s u r e s ,  a s l a s h  S ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was a lso--
you can r e a d  h e r e  i n  t h e  i n k  which has  been e r a s e d ,  s t a t i n g ,  
''a t r u e  copy." 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Th i s  appears  t o  be probably  w r i t t e n  i n  
t h e r e  by t h e  person t h a t  was going t o  type  t h e  t r u e  copy. T h a t ' s  
a l l  I can  say  about  t h a t ,  sir.' 

Q. Turning t o  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s :  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  they 
a r e  p u t  i n  t h e  r e v e r s e  o r d e r .  I can underqtand t h a t ,  because 
i n  making a t r u e  copy and reassembl ing  it, it j u s t  cou ld  have 
happened. Looking f i rs t  a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  which appears  on t h e  
green copy (R-5) on t h i s  one and h e r e  on t h e  o t h e r  one ( R - 1 )  . 
dow, you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  i f  you look c a r e f u l l y  on t h e  two t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  some discrepgpcy.  They a r e  n o t  t h e  same. That  copy 
was n o t  made from t h i s .  Look a t  t h e  second paragraph.  One 
copy (R-1)  ends up, " k i l l . "  On t h e  o r i g i n a l  copy (R-5) it ends 
up " k i l l  them. " 

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  Well, I unders tand t h a t .  But ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  
t h e  e x a c t  placement.  So, t h a t  t h e  one i s  n o t  a t r u e  copy of 
t h e  o t h e r .  

A. I n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  no,  s i r .  

?* A l l  r i g h t ,  i f  we look back then  t o  t h e  p i e c e  of 
propaganda, and p a r t i c u l a r i l y  t h e  secand page of t h e  proEggan- 
d a ,  you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  where 
they  have r e d  ink  a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  page. You w i l l  a l s o  n o t i c e  
i n  t h e  t h i r d  l i n e  from t h e  bottom t h a t  t h e r e  is  a word t h a t  i s  
l e f t  o u t  which h a s  been r e v i s e d  on t h e  o r i g i n a l .  There axe a l s o  
some ink  markings a t  t h e  bottom. So d o e s n ' t  it become somewhat 
c l e a r  t h a t  somebody typed up a copy of t h i s ?  C e r t a i n l y  they  
w e r e n ' t  thermofaxed from it. 

A. No, q i r .  T h i s  was t h e  one t h a t  was i n  t h e  f i l e s  a t  
b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t h i s  copy he re  (R-5) . 
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A.  Y e s .  T h i s  would have been re typed .  Th i s  whole 
document would have been re typed .  T h a t ' s  why t h e  e r r o r s ,  s i r .  
Not e r r o r s ,  b u t  n o t  p laced e x a c t l y  i n  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  a s  it 
would b e  on t h i s  copy. T h i s  is a t r u e  copy i n  t h a t  a t r u e  copy 
does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  a s  I unders tand it, does  n o t  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  t h e  pa ragraphs  would n o t  have t h e  same number of  words i n  
each l i n e .  

Q. This  i s  a t r u e  copy, b u t  it is n o t  a  photo of t h e  
t r u e  copy. 

A.  No, sir .  Th i s  is  n o t  a p h ~ t o  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of  t h i s  
document. No, sir .  T h i s  is a photo  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of  t h e  t r u e  
copy t h a t  was made o r  should  have been. 

Q- D o  you know then  where t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r u e  copy i s ?  

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  o t h e r  t h a n  it would have been g iven 
t o  Colonel  CROWE, o r  Colonel  GRAVES. I t h i n k  t h i s  was made when 
Colonel  CROWE was t h e r e  and asked m e  t o  p u l l  t h e  t h i n g  o u t  and 
g i v e  it t o  him. L a t e r  he asked t o  have a copy made of i t ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l ,  sir. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  t r u e  copy i s  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  
f i l e s ,  i n  t h e  S2 f i l e s ,  t h e  copy t h a t  t h e  t r u e  copy was made 
from. 

MR MACCRATE: I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Colonel  CROWE, and t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
s e r g e a n t ,  and t h e  c l e r k - t y p i s t  who prepared  t h e  t r u e  copy o r  
a p p a r e n t l y  typed t h e  t r u e  copy, who else i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  would 
have any knowledge of  t h e  f i n d i n g  of  t h i s ,  o r  s e a r c h  f o r  c o p i e s  
of it, and t h e  a c t u a l  f u r n i s h i n g  of t h e  copy? 

A. I'm s u r e  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  people  knowledge- 
a b l e  of  t h e  r e p o r t  o r  knew t h a t  w e  had a copy, o r  knew it was 
t h e r e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  who t h e y ' d  b e ,  s i r .  I do know t h a t  i n i t i -  
a l l y  when t h e y  started looking f o r  t h i s  r e p o r t  t h e y  asked t h e  
b r igade  S5 a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and of  c o u r s e ,  it was n o t  t h e r e  a s  f a r  
a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Who was t h e  b r i g a d e  S5 a t  t h e  t ime? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  Major MACKINTOSH was asked abou t  it.  

Q. What is  Major MACKINTOSH'S f i r s t  name? 

(COX) b5 APP T-139 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I always c a l l e d  him MAC. I d i d n ' t  
even know h i s  i n i t i a l s ,  s i r .  H e  s t i l l  is t h e  b r i g a d e  S5 a s  f a r  
a s  I know. I b e l i e v e  he l e a v e s  i n  March o r  A p r i l .  

42. Now, d u r i n g  t h i s  e n t i r e  p e r i o d ,  w a s  Colonel  CROWE 
t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ?  

A. What p e r i o d  a r e  w e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  s i r ?  

Q T h i s  would be  t h e  p e r i o d  of A p r i l ,  May 1969. 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  Colonel  CROWE was t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Do you remember what d a t e  he s e p a r a t e d  from Vietnam? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I ' m  n o t  even s u r e  it was June.  I t  
was e i t h e r  June  o r  J u l y  I guess .  

Q. I f  such c o p i e s  w e r e  provided a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t hey  
w e r e  provided,  w e  b e l i e v e ,  p r i o r  t o  2 June .  

A .  I t  would have been g iven t o  Colonel  CROWE, y e s ,  
sir .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  anyone from t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  
coming t o  Duc Pho i n  connect ion  w i t h  t h i s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  p e r s o n a l l y  know, sir .  I know Colonel  HOWARD, 
t h e  I G  had been down t h e r e  i n  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  Colonel  CROWE. 
But ,  I have no p e r s o n a l  knowledge, s i r .  

10: Do you r e c a l l  a s e a r c h  f o r  documents p r i o r  t o  your 
l o c a t i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  copy? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Is it your impress ion ,  from t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  people
of  t h e  Americal D i v i s i o n ,  t h a t  they  had sea rched  t h e i r  f i l e s  
and they had asked the l l t l i  Brigade to s e a r c h  t h e i r  files f o r  
any documents concerning t h i s ,  and t h e  answer was g e n e r a l l y  ne-
g a t i v e ?  Tha t  it subsequen t ly  would have come o u t  t h a t  a f i l e  
copy had been l e f t  i n  t h e  s a f e  of  t h e  S2? That  t h i s  prompted 
t h e  s e a r c h  which you have a l l u d e d  t o ?  
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A .  Y e s ,  sir.  W e l l ,  t h i s  may be p o s s i b l e ,  s ir .  I ' m  
n o t  t h a t  s u r e  of it. I t  could  be  t h a t  they  i n i t i a l l y  s t a r t e d  
look ing  i n  t h e  S5, a s  I mentioned, because of t h e  type  i n c i -  
d e n t  it cou ld  have been f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  S5 f i l e s .  I ' m  n o t  f a -
m i l i a r  w i t h  any th ing  p r i o r  t o  my be ing  approached w i t h  it. 

MR MACCRATE: Your f i r s t  approach was a s u c c e s s f u l  approach? 
You w e r e  asked and t h e  s e a r c h  was immediately made, and t h e  
document was l o c a t e d .  

A .  Y e s  sir. A s  I r e c a l l ,  it was. Now, I ' m  n o t  even 
s u r e  he  asked m e  p e r s o n a l l y .  H e  cou ld  have come and asked my 
i n t e l  s e r g e a n t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  t h e r e  t o  l o c a t e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
r e p o r t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  he asked me p e r s o n a l l y .  

10: Major COX, when you w e r e  t h e  S5 ,  d i d  you see any 
r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  S5 of t h e  11 th  Br igade ,  o r  any do- 
cuments which a l l u d e d  t o  My L a i ,  on o r  about  March o r  A p r i l  
1968 t i m e  frame? O r  Tu Cung, Co Luy? 

A .  NO,  sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. While you w e r e  w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  and t h e  b r i g a d e ,  
d i d  you h e a r  any d i s c u s s i o n  about  any th ing  unusual  happening 
i n  t h a t  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d ?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  I had hea rd  comments p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  
t h i n g  termed a s  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t .  The d e t a i l s  I d o n ' t  
recall ,  whether  t h e r e  was any th ing  d i s c u s s e d ,  s i r .  

Q. Was t h i s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  you had l o c a t e d  t h i s  r e -
p o r t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  But it was r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
i n c i d e n t ,  and a t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  came up I d i d n ' t  even a s s o c i a t e  
t h e  two. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  of  any d i s c u s s i o n  p r i o r  
t o  t h a t .  

MR MACCRATE: They d i d  r e f e r  t o  it a s  an i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  sir. I c o u l d n ' t  be  c e r t a i n  on t h a t .  
But I r e c a l l  t h e  terminology coming up a s  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i -  
d e n t .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it came up on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of l o c a t i n g  
t h e  r e p o r t .  
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Q. Had you e v e r  hea rd  of  My L a i  ( 4 )? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. J u s t  t h i n k i n g  back ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what d i d  you h e a r  

abou t  P i n k v i l l e ?  


A.  Again,  s i r ,  I'm n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  I ' d  h a t e  t o  say .  

The o n l y  t h i n g  I can  t h i n k  of i s  t h a t  American f o r c e s  had k i l l e d  

some i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n s  f o r  some r e a s o n .  I r e c a l l  t h a t .  But ,  

t h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  I knaw s f ,  sir. 


Q. Would you say  t h i s  was j u s t  a s i n g l e  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  

you h e a r d  t h i s ,  o r  w a s  t h i s  s o r t  of g e n e r a l  knowledge anong 

t h e  p e r s a n n e l  o f  t h e  s t a f f  a t  t he  b r i g a d e ?  


A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was g e n e r a l  knowledge, sir. 

P o s s i b l y  ohe of  t h e  o l d e r  s t a f f  members had been t h e r e  a t  t h e  

t i m e  o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s .  A t  t h e  t ime I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  w e  had 

a number of  d e p a r t i n g  peop le .  The 4/21 I n f a n t r y  peop le  t h a t  

had come o v e r  w i t h  t h e  4/21 had j u s t  about  completed t h e i r  

t o u r s  w i t h i n  March 1 9 6 9 ,  and they  would have completed a y e a r .  

Of c o u r s e  t h e s e  would b e  ou tgo ing  peop le  a t  t h e  t i n e  t h a t  

p robab ly  would have had knowledge of t h i s .  


a. Now, was t h i s  among t h e  o f f i c e r  r a n k s ?  

A. Again,  sir, I d o n ' t  k i~ow.  I never  ever\ knew t h a t  
much. Never t h o u g h t  abou t  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n q  t h a t  p e r t a i n e d  t o  
it or  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  I j u s t  h e a r d  t h e  te rm P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t  
come up. And, t h a t ' s  a b o u t  it. T h a t ' s  about  t h e  l i m i t  of i t ,  
s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether  it was e n l i s t e d  p e r s o n n e l  t h a t  
mentioned it o r  i f  i t  was s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  

0. Who were some of t h e  pe r sonne l  who were abou t  t h e i r  
DEROS a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  you a r r i v e d ?  T h i s  was i n  t h e  summer o f  
1968? 


A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  i n  December 1 9 6 8 .  The 
m a j o r i t y  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s t a f f  d e p a r t e d ,  I t h i n k  , i n  March. 
These were ex-members o f  t h e  4/21 I n f a n t r y ,  They moved u p  t o  
t h e  b r i g a d e  as s ta f f  m e h e r s .  My predecessor, Ma3or VEACH, t h e  
b r i g a d e  52 ,  Major ERICKSON, t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S3 fo r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
p e r i o d ,  Major C a r l  NELTON, I t h i n k  it i s  M-E-L-T-0-N, was t h e  
b r i g a d e  S l .  A l l  t h r e e  of t h o s e  o f f i c e r s  l e f t  i n  March, 
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A. Yes, sir. They probably served on t h e  br igade s t a f f  
3 o r  4 months, o r  maybe even longer i n  some cases .  

Q. P r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime,  were t hese  o f f i c e r s  a l l  from 

t h e  4/21? 


A .  I b e l i e v e  a l l  t h r e e  of those  o f f i c e r s  had t o  come 
over t o  t h e  4/21 because t h a t  would be t h e  proper t ime frame. 
The 4 /21  joined t h e  br igade l a t e r ,  which I th ink  was i n  March 
1968# o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  They all l e f t  a t  about t h a t  t ime,  
i n  about March 1969, s o  I would say they were a l l  former mem- 
be r s  of t h e  4/21. 

MR MACCRATE: Are t h e r e  any o t h e r s  wi th  whom your t o u r  of duty  

over lapped ? 


A. Lieutenant  Colonel HANSOM, t h e  exec o f f i c e r  when I 
repor ted  i n .  Major PERKINS, now Lieutenant  Colonel PERKINS, was 
t h e  br igade S4 when I a r r ived .  T h a t ' s  a l l ,  

Q- Any of t h e  chaplains?  

A, I d o n u t  know t h e  previous  chaplains  o the r  than the  
ones t h a t  came i n  a f t e r  I d id .  

Q. When you took over as S5, who's p lace  d i d  you take? 

A. I 'm t r y i n g  t o  think of h i s  name, 

Q. Captain KESHEL? 

A .  No. I t  was a Major FRY. We l e f t  br igade and went 

up t o  d i v i s i o n  as t h e  d i v i s i o n  PSXOP o f f i c e r ,  and he is  s t i l l  

over t h e r e ,  La te r  he cane back as t h e  b a t t a l i o n  exec o f f i c e r  

of t h e  6\1P Artillery in support s f  t h e  11th Brigade. 


B o  H e  i s  s t i l l  with t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A .  Yes, sir. Me extended for  6 months and i s  s t i l l  

over t he re .  


' 	 10: Major COX. We're t r y i n g  t o  put  toge ther  t h e  s t o r y  
of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and gran ted ,  you were i n  t he  d i v i s i o n  
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sometime a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  took  p l a c e ,  g o i n g  from abou t  9 t o  
20 months. But  i f  you do  reca l l  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  you h e a r d  con-
cerning t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t  o r  My L a i ,  Co Luy, o r  i f  any o f  
t h e  i n f o m a t i o n  r e f r e s h e s  your  memory a t  a l a te r  d a t e ,  we 'd  
l i k e  it v e r y  much i f  you would g e t  i n  touch  w i t h  t h i s  o f f i c e  
so w e  can  have t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  you may have .  

A;* Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- A l s o ,  i f  you have any documents o f  any v a r i e t y ,  
p a p e r s c  memoranda, p h o t o s ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  t h a t  may 
b e  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A* Yes, sir, 

Q D a  you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. No, sir .  

0 Do you have a n y t h i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  t h a t  you would Like 
t o  add t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. No, s i r .  

LO: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1010 h o u r s ,  1 3  Janua ry  1970.)  

ICOX) 20 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-139 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CROWE, Godfrey J .  LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 4  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: A p r i l  1969-July 1969 s e r v e d  a s  l l t h  
I n f a n t r y  Brigade Execut ive  O f f i c e r .  

REPORTS O F  INVESTIGATION. 

L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  CROWE s e r v e d  wi th  t h e  l l t h  
I n f a n t r y  Brigade from 19 J u l y  1968 t o  4 J u l y  1969 a s  
S3, b a t t a l i o n  commander, and f i n a l l y  a s  t h e  b r i g a d e  XO 
(pgs .  2 ,  3 ) .  I n  May of  1969 when he was b r i g a d e  XO,  a 
requi rement  was rece ived  through I G  channels  t o  look f o r  
r e p o r t s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade f i l e s  ( p g s . 3 ) .  
CROWE d i d  n o t  remember i f  HENDERSON'S 2 4  A p r i l  1968 r e p o r t ,  
w a s  found i n  t h e  S2 o r  S5 f i l e s  (pg. 4 ) .  Even though a 
thorough s e a r c h  was i n i t i a l l y  made, t h e r e  was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
l e n g t h  o f  t ime from t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  requi rement  u n t i l  it 
was found (pg.  8 ) .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i t  was on green paper  
and was t h r e e  t o  f o u r  pages i n  l e n g t h .  Within 24 hours  
he had i t  reproduced and a copy was s e n t  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  IG, 
Colonel  HOWARD o r  t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f ,  Colonel  DONALDSON 
(pg. 4 ) .  The VC propaganda a t tachments  were on whi te  
paper  (pg .  5 ) .  Although E x h i b i t  R-5 i s  n o t  o f  green p a p e r ,  
it probably  i s  t h e  copy of  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  found i n  
May 1969 (pg. 6 ) .  This  r e p o r t  was found on 25 May 1969 
p r i o r  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON'S c a l l  t o  DONALDSON on 26 May 
1968 a d v i s i n g  DONALDSON t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  cou ld  b e  found i n  
t h e  S2 s a f e  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ,  1 5 ) .  CROWE thought  he recognized 
Colonel  BLACKLEDGE'S i n i t i a l s  on E x h i b i t  R-5 (pg. 6 ) .  

The S2 s e c t i o n  moved i n  A p r i l  1969. Any n o t e s  r e l a t e d  
t o  E x h i b i t s  R-1  and R-5 would have probably  been thrown 
o u t  a t  t h a t  t ime because t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  appeared t o  be  
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a dead i s s u e  (pg. 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  t h e r e  were 
no more cop ies  o f  t h e  a t t achments  t o  E x h i b i t  R-1  remaining 
w i t h i n  the d i v i s i o n  f i l e s  (pgs .  8 ,  9 )  . 

I n  qu ly  1968  whi le  s e r v i n g  a s  b,rigade 53, CROWE never  
hea rd  rumors o f  an  i n c i d e n t  i n  " P i n k v i l l e " .  H e  never  hea rd  
t h e  naxpe u n t i l  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  was found. No o t h e r  
r e p o r t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  o p e r a t i o n  were found 
(P,?.13) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CROWE, Godfrey J .  LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 4  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: A p r i l  1969-July 1969 se rved  a s  l l t h  
I n f a n t r y  Br igade  Execut ive  O f f i c e r .  

REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  CROWE s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e  l l t h  
I n f a n t r y  Brigade from 19 J u l y  1968 t o  4 J u l y  1969 a s  
S3,  b a t t a l i o n  commander, and f i n a l l y  a s  t h e  b r i g a d e  XO 
(pgs .  2 ,  3 ) .  I n  May of  1969 when he was b r i g a d e  XO, a  
requirement  was r e c e i v e d  through I G  channels  t o  look f o r  
r e p o r t s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade f i l e s  ( p g s . 3 ) .  
CROWE d i d  n o t  remember i f  HENDERSON'S 24 A p r i l  1968 r e p o r t ,  
was found i n  t h e  S2 o r  S5 f i l e s  (pg. 4 ) .  Even though a 
thorough s e a r c h  was i n i t i a l l y  made, t h e r e  was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  from t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  requi rement  u n t i l  it 
was found (pg.  8 ) .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  on g reen  paper  
and was t h r e e  t o  f o u r  pages i n  l e n g t h .  Within 24 hours 
he had it reproduced and a copy was s e n t  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  IGt 
Colonel  HOWARD o r  t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f ,  Colonel  DONALDSON 
(pg. 4 ) .  The VC propaganda a t tachments  were on w h i t e  
paper  (pg.  5)  . Although E x h i b i t  R-5 i s  n o t  o f  green p a p e r ,  
i t  probably  i s  t h e  copy o f  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  found i n  
May 1969 (pg.  6 ) .  This  r e p o r t  was found on 25 May 1969 
p r i o r  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON'S c a l l  t o  DONALDSON on 26 May 
1968 a d v i s i n g  DONALDSON t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  cou ld  be  found i n  
t h e  S2 s a f e  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ,  1 5 ) .  CROWE thought  he recognized 
Colonel  BLACKLEDGE1s i n i t i a l s  on E x h i b i t  R-5 (pg. 6 ) .  

The S2 s e c t i o n  moved i n  ~ p r i l  1969. Any n o t e s  r e l a t e d  
t o  E x h i b i t s  R-1  and R-5 would have probably  been thrown 
o u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  because t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  appeared t o  be  
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a dead i s s u e  (pg. 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  t h e r e  were 
no more c o p i e s  o f  t h e  a t t achments  t o  E x h i b i t  R - 1  remaining 
w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  f i l e s  (pgs. 8 ,  9 )  . 

I n  J u l y  1968 whi le  s e r v i n g  as b r i g a d e  S3, CROWE never  
hea rd  rumors of an i n c i d e n t  i n  " P i n k v i l l e " .  H e  never  heard  
t h e  name u n t i l  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  was found. N o  o t h e r  
r e p o r t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  o p e r a t i o n  were found 
(pya13). 
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NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

~ E N D E R S O N ' S  report  ( t r u e  ' W i t  w a s  t a m i l i a r  
4- copy of R - 5 ) .  w i t h .  

HENDERSON ' s report  ( c a r - W i t  w a s  t a m i l i a r  

R- 5 bon copy f r o m  1 1 t h  B d e  w i t h  . 
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f i l e s ) .  
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1970.) 
(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1635 h o u r s ,  1 4  January  

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: 
MACCRATE, 

The fo l lowing  persons  
and MAJ LYNN.  

a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Colonel  J .  Godfrey CROWE. 

t e s t i f i e d  
(LTC CROWE was 

a s  fo l lows : )  
c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 

For  t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you p l e a s e  s t a t e  your f u l l  
name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. J. Godfrey CROWE, L i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l ,  
J1, OJCS, Washington, D.C .  

RCDR: Colonel  CROWE, b e f o r e  w e  proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
I s h a l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  Uni ted  S t a t e s  
Army  f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations concerning:  

(1) t h e  adequacy of  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
c h a i n  of command, of  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o r  wi thho ld ing  of  i n f o r -
mation by any person who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  
in fo rmat ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened a t  
My La i .  I t  is  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I 
have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

Genera l  PEERS h a s  had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  him and 
has  reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  i n  o t h e r  o f -  
f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  
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Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  A verba-
tern t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  is  be ing  
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im n o t e s  be ing t aken  by t h e  
Yepor ter .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  tes t imony o r  p a r t s  
o f  it w i l l  l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

10: - Colonel  CROWE, a s i d e  from myself a t  t h e  t a b l e ,  I 
have a t  my l e f t  M r .  Robert MACCRATE who is a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  
who vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army t o  
a s s i s t  m e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  
counse l  t o  m e .  H e  may address  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  a f t e r -
noon. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you shou ld  know t h a t  a s i d e  f r o m  t h e  two of 
u s ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  members of t h i s  team of i n q u i r y  t h a t  a r e  
l i k e w i s e  conduct ing  q u e s t i o n i n g  e lsewhere .  However, i n  t h e  
f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  I w i l l  be t h e  one r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  
r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r  and determining t h e  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations. 

You a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
w i t n e s s e s  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  course  of 
o f f i c i a l  du ty  or as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  an 
o f f i c i a l  j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 

I do n o t  b e l i e v e  you have been c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i -
t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A =  That  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Q I n  t h e  e v e n t ,  however, t h a t  you a r e ,  which does 
n o t  appear  p r o b a b l e ,  your appearance h e r e  would i n  no way 

2 change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o r d e r .  Do you 
have any q u e s t i o n s  now concerning t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  you have 
been g iven?  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I do n o t .  

Q Colonel  CROWE, would you s t a t e  when you served 
.with t h e  Arnerical D i v i s i o n  and i n  what c a p a c i t y  you se rved .  

A.  I was i n  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  from 19 J u l y  1968 
u n t i l  when I d e p a r t e d  on 4 J u l y  1969. During t h a t  e n t i r e  
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t i m e  I was ass igned  t o  t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Br igade ,  f i r s t  a s  t h e  
S3 of  t h e  b r i g a d e  from 19 J u l y  through 19 September,  subse-
q u e n t l y  a s  b a t t a l i o n  commander of t h e  4/21 I n f a n t r y  and sub-
sequen t  t o  t h a t  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  

Q From t h e  t i m e  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 
1968 became a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge through t h e  media of 
t h e  p r e s s  a s  w e l l  a s  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n ,  have you had any 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  anybody from t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
from t h e  b r i g a d e  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I ' v e  had some conversa t ion .  I t  has never  had any-
t h i n g  t o  do w i t h :  d i d  it o r  d i d n ' t  it t a k e  p l a c e .  I t  has 
been mentioned. There a r e  numerous people  from t h e  b r i g a d e  
who a r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  I have t a l k e d  t o  them. I t  has  had no 
b e a r i n g  on what occur red  on t h e  1 6 t h .  I t  r e a l l y  had more t o  
do w i t h  t h e  a r e a  around Quang Ngai o r  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  o r  
t h i n g s  such a s  t h a t .  I n  o t h e r  words, any th ing  t h a t  I would 
say  would be  p u r e l y  what I do o r  d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
anything I would s a y  could  be c o l o r e d  by what I was t o l d .  

Q. Did you p o s s i b l y  c o l o r  any th ing  t h a t  t h e y  might 
say? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  Not having been t h e r e  a t  
t h e  t i m e  t h i s  e v e n t  took p l a c e ,  my knowledge cou ld  on ly  be 
e i t h e r  b r i g a d e  p o l i c y  o r  d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y  o r  whatever  t h e  
SOP'S w e r e  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e .  ' 

Q. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  Colonel  CROWE, we want t o  g e t  down 
t o  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  procedures  which w e r e  used i n  l o c a t i n g  and 
hand l ing ,  p r o c e s s i n g  and d u p l i c a t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  o f  24 A p r i l  1968. W e  a r e  l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you were 
involved i n  t h i s  whole p rocess .  M r .  MACCRATE h a s  been fol low-
i n g  t h i s  ve ry  c l o s e l y ,  s o  I ' d  ask  him t o  conduct t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel  CROWE, do you r e c a l l  when and by whom 
you were f i r s t  asked t o  s e a r c h  t h e  f i l e s  of  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
f o r  a r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I can p u t  it down t o  
t h e  month. I b e l i e v e  it was May 1969 d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  
I was b r i g a d e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r .  I t  could  be t h a t  it was 
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e a r l y  June ,  b u t  I t end  t o  t h i n k  it was May. F rank ly ,  t h a t ' s  
a s  c l o s e  a s  I can come. Now, I was c a l l e d  by t h e ,  I b e l i e v e  
a g a i n  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  General  DONALDSON, who 
w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  and t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  had 
r e c e i v e d  word through t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  channel  t h a t  they  
wanted a r e p o r t  of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  and it was a t  t h a t  t i m e  named 
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t .  I t o l d  him t h a t ,  a s  everybody knew, 

i 

I ' d  been i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  about  9 months, t h a t  I ' d  never  heard  
of  t h i s  t h i n g  b u t  t h a t  I would look f o r  it. 

N o w ,  s imul taneous  w i t h  t h i s ,  maybe a few days l a t e r ,  
I was c a l l e d  by Colonel  HOWARD, who was t h e  d i v i s i o n  IG and 
subsequen t ly  k i l l e d ,  a g a i n  about  l o c a t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t .  Now, I c a n ' t  vouch f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
d a t e  of  t h i s  was 24 A p r i l  68 .  Although I have seen  t h e  r e -
p o r t ,  t h e  d a t e  d o e s n ' t  r e g i s t e r .  The f i r s t  t i m e  I looked f o r  
it I went where I though t  it would b e ,  be ing  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
b r i g a d e  p o l i c i e s ,  and had t h e  S 2  and S1 go a l l  through t h e i r  
f i l e s .  W e  d i d  n o t  f i n d  i t - -and t h e  S5.  I informed t h e  t h e n  
b r i g a d e  commander, Colonel  TREADWELL, of what was going on 
and what I had been c a l l e d  t o  f i n d .  I a l s o  informed General  
DONALDSON t h a t  I could  n o t  f i n d  i t  and t o  t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l -
l e c t i o n  I had never  hea rd  of  t h i s  t h i n g  o r  never  seen  i t .  
About t h e  t i m e  t h i s  was going on I g o t  a n o t h e r  c a l l ,  maybe 
s e v e r a l  days l a t e r ,  from Colonel  HOWARD. H e  asked about  it 
aga in .  

I n  t h e  p rocess  of moving p a r t  of b r i g a d e  head-
q u a r t e r s  around t h e  Duc Pho a r e a ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  was l o c a t e d .  
Now, I h o n e s t l y  c a n ' t  remember whether w e  found i t  i n  t h e  S 2  
o r  t h e  S5. I t  was one of  t h e  two. I t  was on g reen  paper  and 
it was t h r e e  o r  f o u r  pages long.  When I found it I had it 
reproduced,  n o t i f i e d  e i t h e r  Colonel  HOWARD o r  Genera l  DONALDSON 
t h a t  I had it, and I d o n ' t  know which of t h e  two I n o t i f i e d .  
And I informed Colonel  TREADWELL, t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, t h a t  i 

r I had it and was t h e n  i n  t h e  p rocess  of g e t t i n g  it d u p l i c a t e d ,  
and I then  t o l d  one of t h e  two s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  t o  keep it. I 
b e l i e v e  it was t h e  S5 .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  when you f i r s t  had any t r u e  cop ies  
made of t h e  document? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  same day I found i t ,  o r  maybe i f  it 
was a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  n e x t  day. Anyway, w i t h i n  24 hours  a f t e r  
f i n d i n g  it I had it reproduced t o  send c o p i e s  up t o  e i t h e r  t h e  
I G ,  Colonel  HOWARD o r  General  DONALDSON. I h o n e s t l y  c a n ' t  
remember which one I s e n t  it t o .  
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Q. I show you, Colonel  CROWE, E x h i b i t  R - 1  which you 
w i l l  n o t e  on t h e  second page i s  i n d i c a t e d  a s  b e i n g  a photo-
copy of a t r u e  copy s igned  by R u s s e l l  B. COX, Major,  S2 .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  was t h e  S 2  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q =  Do you r e c a l l  a s k i n g  Major COX t o  have a t r u e  
copy prepared?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  must b e  t h e  one I t o l d  t o  reproduce  
it. I c o u l d n ' t  recall whether  I t o l d  t h e  S2 o r  t h e  S5. The 
problem was w e  had what i n  e s sence  was an onion-skin  copy of 
t h i s  t h i n g .  And everybody had been ask ing  about  i t ,  and I was 
r e l u c t a n t  t o  l e t  t h e  one r e a l  l i v e  carbon copy o u t  s o  I t o l d  
Major COX, i t  appears ,  t o  reproduce  it and send a copy t o  
e i t h e r  t h e  I G  o r  Genera l  DONALDSON. 

Q. When it was f i r s t  shown t o  you, was t h e  e n t i r e  
r e p o r t  on g reen  t i s s u e ?  You ind ica ted- -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s i r ,  b u t  a s  I t h i n k  about  it 
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  DF p a r t  of i t ,  t h e  p a r t  s i g n e d  by Colonel  
HENDERSON, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was on green.  And I p o s s i b l y  b e l i e v e  
t h e  Vietnamese p a r t ,  which was a l l e g e d  t o  be V i e t  Cong a t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  might have been on a w h i t e  p i e c e  of  
paper ,  a s  I t h i n k  about  it. But t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I can d e f i n i t e l y  
say  is  t h a t  it was t h e  number of pages t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  i s  
( i n d i c a t i n g  R-1)  . 
Q. Do you r e c a l l  where t h i s  document was found, t h e  
f i l e ,  any i d e n t i f y i n g  i n d i c a t i o n s  on t h e  f i l e ?  

A. S i r ,  it was brought  t o  m e  because I had been ask- 
i n g  f o r  it f o r  about  a week, and s i n c e  t h e  S2  has  made t h e  
t r u e  copy I would s a y  it was found i n  t h e  S2. I f  t h e r e  was 
any i d e n t i f y i n g  f o l d e r  o r  any th ing  t h a t  would b e  unusual  wi th  
it, t h i s  was n o t  r e p o r t e d  t o  m e .  I would be t h e  f i r s t  t o  
admit  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  a sk  him about  it, what form of  f o l d e r .  
I asked him where he found it, and he s a i d  he found it i n  t h e  
back of  one of  t h e  f i l e s ,  a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q. L e t  m e  show you-what  we have r e c e n t l y  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  S2 f i l e s  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  Duc Pho and we 
have marked a photocopy a s  E x h i b i t  R-5. I w i l l  show you t h e  
p i e c e s  of paper  a s  w e  ob ta ined  them o u t  of  t h e  f i l e  and ask 
You i f  t h a t  is  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  copy which w a s  shown t o  you. 
W e  a r e  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  whether  t h e r e  might 
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b e  more t h a n  one  copy o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  i n  e x i s t e n c e  and t h e r e -
f o r e  w e  a r e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b e i n g  c l e a r ,  one way o r  t h e  
o t h e r ,  whe the r  t h i s  is t h e  copy t h a t  was found a t  t h i s  t i m e  
i n  May 1 9 6 9 ,  t o  which you r e f e r ,  o r  whether  t h i s  i s  pe rhaps  
an  a d d i t i o n a l  copy. 

A .  S i r ,  I ' d  have t o  s a y  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
I ' v e  g o t  my c o l o r s  wrong t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  document I found.  
I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s a y  t h a t  it is .  I would f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  
two. The r a n s a c k i n g  w e  went t h rough  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  t h e  f i r s t  
one ,  u n l e s s  t h e y  w e r e  found f i l e d  s e p a r a t e l y ,  I ' d  have t o  
s a y  t h i s  i s  what w e  found.  But t h a t ' s  about  a s  c l o s e  t o  it 
as 'I: can g e t .  The o n l y  man--well, I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  he - w ~ u l d  
know--if Major COX c a r r i e d  t h i s  t o  me h e  would p robab ly  be t h e  
o n l y  one.  I r e c o g n i z e  what I e x p e c t  t o  be Colonel  BLACKLEDGE's 
i n i t i a l s  on t h i s  p a p e r .  I would have  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  i s  
p robab ly  t h e  one t h a t  was b r o u g h t  t o  m e .  

Q You w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  i n c l o s u r e  i n d i c a t e d  number 
1 i s  a t t a c h e d  second ,  and  i n c l o s u r e  number 2 i s  a t t a c h e d  f i r s t .  
Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  appear -
i n g  i n  t h e  lower  l e f t - h a n d  c o r n e r  on t h e  two i n c l o s u r e s ?  

A.  S i r ,  I h o n e s t l y  d o n ' t  know. 

Q Do you know i f  t h e r e  w a s  any a t t e m p t  t o  l o c a t e  
d r a f t s  o f  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  p a p e r s ?  For  example,  i n c l o s u r e  num-
b e r  2 i s  an E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  of a Vietnamese communication. 
Do you know i f  any a t t e m p t  was made o r  d i d  you h e a r  any r e f -
e r e n c e  t o  o t h e r  p a p e r s  b e i n g  found t h a t  might  i n  any way 
r e l a t e  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A.  No, sir .  I can b e  f a i r l y  p o s i t i v e  on t h i s .  A t  
the t i m e  t h i s  w a s  found I had been  i n  the- b r i g a d e  l o n g e r  t h a n  
anybody else e x c e p t  f o r  a few e n l i s t e d  men, and had known t h e  
v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  a t  least  t h e  f i e l d  g r a d e  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  were 
i n  any way r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  t h i n g .  And I made a s  d e t a i l e d  an  
a t t e m p t  t o  f i n d  t h i s  whole t h i n g ,  because  it came up, a s  I 
s a i d ,  once o r  t w i c e  w i t h  a c a l l  from Genera l  DONALDSON. The 
I G  c a l l e d  a number o f  t i m e s  abou t  i t ,  and v e r y  h o n e s t l y ,  o u t  
of l o y a l t y  t o  t h e s e  peop le  who I had known, I d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  
I cou ld  t o  have  t h e  t h e n  s t a f f  o f  t h e  b r i g a d e  f i n d  a n y t h i n g  
t h e y  c o u l d  on  t h i s .  The o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  w a s ,  b r o u g h t  t o  m e  
w a s  one  document which I b e l i e v e  is  t h a t  one.  I would s a y  
t h a t  i n  t h e  moving, and o f  c o u r s e  you encoun te red  t h i s  a t  
Duc Pho, I would s a y  t h a t  when t h e  S 2  s e c t i o n  moved, i f  t h e r e  
had  been  anything--and o f  c o u r s e  w e  had no i n k l i n g  of  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  when t h e  S2 s e c t i o n  moved o u t  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a -
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t i o n  sometime i n  A p r i l  of 1969 .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  had 
been any p e n c i l  d r a f t s  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s  and they  had run  
a c r o s s  it,  s i n c e  it was a p p a r e n t l y  a dead i s s u e ,  it would 
have been thrown o u t .  The only  reason  t h a t  I f e e l  t h a t  per-
haps n o t h i n g  was found i s  when I s t a r t e d  on what added up t o  
a w i t c h  h u n t ,  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  something on t h i s .  I t  took a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  l e n g t h  of  t i m e  b e f o r e  any th ing  even appeared.  
I n  f a c t ,  I had a l r e a d y  once o r  t w i c e ,  a s  I q v e  i n d i c a t e d ,  t o l d  
t h e  peop le  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar te r s  t h a t  I could  n o t  f i n d  
anyt h i n g .  

Q Could you i d e n t i f y  t h e  l i s t  of t h e  pe r sonne l  i n  
t h e  S2 shop who may have been t h e r e  f o r  a l o n g e r  p e r i o d  of 
t ime? 

A. There was no one i n  t h e  S2 shop a t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  
document w a s  found,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of an e n l i s t e d  man, 
who had been t h e r e  l o n g e r  than  I had. H e  had been t h e r e  about  
a week l o n g e r  t h a n  I had. He r o t a t e d  some t ime i n  June.  I 
d o n ' t  know h i s  name. The r e c o r d s  a t  b r i g a d e  would show. He 
was a SP4. But t h e r e  was no one else. The r o t a t i o n  w i t h i n  
t h e  b r i g a d e  a l l  took p l a c e  i n  Novemeber o r  December w i t h  t h e  
excep t ion  of a few people  t h a t  had come o u t  of t h e  s t a f f  of  
t h e  4/21, and they  went home a t  t h e  end of March. So essen-
t i a l l y  t h e  peop le  t h a t  w e r e  i n  the b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  t h e  
time t h i s  document was found had a l l  on ly  been t h e r e  a s h o r t  
p e r i o d  of t i m e .  

Q I t  would appear  t h a t  t h e  document may have been 
f i r s t  looked f o r  around t h e  second week i n  A p r i l  of  1969, and 
a r e p o r t  by t h e  I G  a t  USARV i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a s  of  17 A p r i l  no 
r e p o r t  had been found. W e  n e x t  f i n d  a communication from 
Colonel  HOWARD s a y i n g  t h a t  on t h i s  d a t e ,  25 May, a copy had 
been found a t  1 1 t h  Brigade headquar te r s .  W e  n e x t  f i n d  t h a t  
Colonel  HENDERSON spoke on t h e  t e l ephone  wi th  t h e  then  Colonel  
DONALDSON and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a copy could  be found i n  t h e  S2 
s a f e  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e .  But it would appear  t h a t  by t h e  time 
of Colonel  HENDERSON'S c a l l  t o  Colonel  DONALDSON you had a l -
ready l o c a t e d  t h i s  copy a t  b r i g a d e .  Does t h i s  i n  any way f i t  
i n  w i t h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  you had a l r e a d y  l o c a t e d  it  a t  
b r i g a d e  b e f o r e  Colonel  HENDERSON r e l a y e d  t h e  message t h a t  it 
should  be found i n  t h e  S2 s a f e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' m  n o t  t o o  s u r e  of t h e  e x a c t  t iming 
of Colonel  HENDERSON'S c a l l  t o  Colonel  DONALDSON. I do know 
t h a t  w i t h  t h e  d a t e s  you have g iven m e  t h a t  f a l l s  t o g e t h e r  
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almost abou t  r i g h t .  The cal ls  t h a t  I g o t  from Genera l  
DONALDSON, t h e  f i r s t  few t i m e s  I a s s u r e d  him w e  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  
it, b u t  w e  found it on o u r  own. W e  a p p a r e n t l y  had  found it 
b e f o r e  we w e r e  t o l d  t o  check t h a t  s a f e  because  w e  d i d  n o t  f i n d  
it as a r e s u l t  o f  any i n f o r m a t i o n  g iven  t o  us  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  o r  t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  o r  anybody. Only Majsr  
COX o r  perhaps  h i s  s e r g e a n t  cou ld  probably  t e l l  u s  e x a c t l y  
how t h e y  happened t o  f i n d  it. 

I would a l s o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  t e s t imony  h e r e  abou t  
1 7  A p r i l ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h a t  i s  p robab ly  t h e  f i r s t  c a l l  t h a t  
I g o t  either from Colonel  BONALDSON o r  from Colonel  HOWARD, 
and t h a t  I have  my months mixed up because  each  a t t e m p t  t o  
f i n d  t h i s  document went e i t h e r  t o  m e ,  t h e  f i r s t  few t i m e s ,  
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of  it, o r  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, So I g m  
probab ly  o f f  about  2 weeks on when they  s t a r t e d  t h i s  t h i n g .  
I t  w a s  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  l e n g t h  of  t i m e  though between n o t  find-
ing it and f i n d i n g  it. And 1 would s a y  a l s o  t h a t  we found it 
b e f o r e  we w e r e  t o l d  t o  look  i n  t h e  s a f e ,  o r  a t  any r a t e  we 
found it w i t h o u t  b e i n g  t o l d  t o  look .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  where it was. 

Q. Were you ever  t o l d  t h a t  it w a s  found i n  a s e a l e d  
envelope?  

A. S i r ,  I h o n e s t l y  d o n ' t  know. The problem t o  be 
ve ry  h o n e s t ,  i f  I had any i n k l i n g  of  what w a s  abou t  h e r e ,  I 
pe rhaps  would have been more d e t a i l e d .  A s  I s a y ,  I remember 
f i n d i n g  it, t e l l i n g  t h e  peop le  t o  f i n d  i t ,  and t h e  s e a r c h e s  w e  
had  f o r  it. I a l s o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  p u r e l y  on h e a r s a y  b a s i s ,  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  supposed t o  b e  a n o t h e r  one somewhere, b u t  I ' v e  o n l y  
s e e n  one p i e c e  of  p a p e r  o r  r e p o r t ,  which I presume t h a t  t o  be .  

Q W e  a r e  a l s o ,  of c o u r s e ,  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  a t t a c h -
ments a s  I have i n d i c a t e d .  A s  I under s t and ,  s o  f a r  a s  you know, 
t h e r e  are no o t h e r  c o p i e s  of t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  n o r  would you have 
any s u g g e s t i o n  a s  t o  where else w e  might  s e a r c h  i n  b r i g a d e  
l o o k i n g  f o r  any such c o p i e s  i n  view of  t h e  s e a r c h  you have 
a l r e a d y  made. 

A. S i r ,  I would s a y  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  were any c o p i e s  o f  
t h i s  t h i n g  anywhere, it would on ly  be t h e  Vietnamese p o r t i o n  
o f  i t  which a p p a r e n t l y  came from t h e  Quang Ngai s e n i o r  pro-
v i n c e  a d v i s o r ' s  o f f i c e  about  a y e a r  b e f o r e .  But a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
rest  o f  t h i s  w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  s i r ,  a s  1% s u r e  
you 've  been t o l d  w e  had an i n s p e c t i o n ,  USARV annua l  i n s p e c t i o n  
which took  p l a c e  i n  J u l y  abou t  3 days  a f t e r  I l e f t .  A s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h a t ,  t h i n g s  were s o  c l e a n e d  o u t  i n  May and J u n e ,  
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p ieces  of paper t h a t  were unattached,  I would say it would 
have been q u i t e  poss ib l e ,  unless  someone knew what was going 
on, t h a t  they could have been thrown o u t  i f  t h e r e  were any 
even. So I would say t h a t  t h e r e  is  none t h e r e .  

Q *  Is it simply a suppos i t ion  of yours t h a t  t h e  Viet -
namese copy would have come from the  province s e n i o r  advisor  
a t  Quang Ngai? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  channel t h a t  we got--some-
th ing  such a s  t h i s  would have come e i ther - - the  procedure we 
were fol lowing would have come e i t h e r  from the  Vietnamese i n  
t h e  d i s t r i c t s  of Duc Pho o r  Mo Duc o r ,  i n  t h i s  ca se ,  Son Tinh 
o r  v i a  t h e  S5-G5 channels from t h e  people a t  province l e v e l ,  
e i t h e r  t o  d i v i s i o n  o r  t o  us.  The major i ty  of problems t h a t  
a rose  wi th  Vietnamese i f  they were small  came s t r i c t l y  from 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  br igade.  I cannot r e c a l l  more than two 
o r  t h r e e  t h a t  I know of i n  t h e  year  t h a t  I was i n  t he  br igade  
where w e  rece ived  any r e p o r t s  of a t r o c i t i e s ,  maltreatment of 
Vietnamese, v i a  t h e  division-down channels.  Most of these  
came from t h e  province o r  t he  d i s t r i c t  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  our  S5.  

I0 : How about from 2d ARVN Division? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. A r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  America1 ~ i v i s i o nwhen you ' r e  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q Did you ever  have any communication from 2d ARVN 
Division? 

A. No, s ir .  We never had any on the  mat ter  of a t r o -
c i t i e s .  We had an awful l o t  of communications, b u t  nothing 
dea l ing  with  mat te rs  such a s  t h i s ,  t h a t  I can ever  remember. 

Q. You w e r e  S3 t h e r e  f o r  a t ime,  and you undoubtedly, 
a s  t he  S3, were very c lo se  t o  t h e  S2.  Did they have a s e p a r a t e  
s a f e  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  S2 used? Not neces sa r i l y  a f i l e  draw-
e r  s a f e  b u t  an open door s a f e  o r  any kind of a s a f e  t h a t  he 
used a s  h i s  personal  s a f e ?  

A. S i r ,  they had--now, I ' v e  go t  t o  q u a l i f y  t h i s  a lit-
t l e  b i t .  When I w a s  b r igade  XO t h e  S2 had an open-door s a f e ,  
a s tandard company-type s a f e .  I know t h i s  f o r  c e r t a i n  
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b e c a u s e  w e  had t o  move them i n t o  a  temporary  l o c a t i o n  d u r i n g  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  new TOC and w e  had a problem o f  how t o  
s e c u r e  h i s  s a f e .  

Q Was t h i s  an  o r d i n a r y  f l o o r  s a f e  o r  a s t and -up  s a f e ?  

A.  T h i s  w a s  a f l o o r  t y p e  l i k e  you used  t o  f i n d  i n  
e v e r y  r i f l e  company, and he  had it a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  Major  
SCHLEICHER, t h e  t h e n  S2 when I was t h e  S3. I would--I c a n ' t  
s a y  t h a t  I e v e r  saw t h e  s a f e .  But s i n c e  COX had t h e  s a f e  a 
few months l a t e r ,  I would assume t h a t  SCHLEICHER had  t h e  same 
s a f e  b u t  it was n o t - - t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  t h a t  I r e c a l l  a s  a 
l a r g e  s a f e .  

10: What ' s  h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. Richa rd .  

Q. Do you remember h i s  midd le  i n i t i a l ?  

A. No, sir .  H e  i s  an M I  o f f i c e r .  

MR MACCRATE: When would t h e  c o n t e n t s  of t h a t  s a f e  been  emp-, 
t i e d  and  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n o t h e r  l o c a t i o n ' ?  

A. S i r ,  ba sed  on what w e  t u r n e d  up on t h e  pre-IG 
t h a t  Co lone l  HOWARD conduc ted ,  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  was i n  t h e  s a f e  
t h a t  w a s  n o t  d e s t r o y e d  when they  came from Hawaii  may nave 
s t i l l  been  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  pfe-IG t h a t  Co lone l  HOWARD'S 
p e o p l e  conducted  w h i l e  I was t h e  b r i g a d e  X O .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  
o t h e r  t h a n  d e s t r o y i n g  a few c l a s s i f i e d  documents ,  t h e y  had 
n o t ,  a s  it w a s  e x p l a i n e d  t o  m e  i n  t h e  pre-IG,  r e t i r e d  any 
r e c o r d s .  So based  on t h a t ,  I wou1.d s a y  t h e  c o n t e n t s  s h o u l d  
have  s t i l l  been  t h e r e .  

. Q. C o l o n e l  HOWARD'S p e o p l e  a c t u a l l y  came t o  Duc Pho? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I n  A p r i l  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s ,  1969' 

A .  C o l o n e l  HOWARD conducted  a  pre-IG i n  t h e  1 1 t h  B r i -
gade  f o r  t h e  USARV I G  which w e  w e r e  go ing  t o  have .  H e  con-
d u c t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  May. H e  came down w i t h  a 
team j u s t  l i k e  any normal  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  team, i n s p e c t e d  
t h e  1, 2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  and 5 o p e r a t i o n s ,  i n s p e c t e d  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
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h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  t h a t  were going t o  be i n s p e c t e d  
by USARV. And t h i s  is when--what m a t e r i a l i z e d  o u t  of t h a t  
i n s p e c t i o n  was t h a t  (1) we had n o t  r e t i r e d  any r e c o r d s  and,  
( 2 )  w e  d i d  n o t  have i n  t h e  2 ,  3 ,  and 4 and 5 shop a s t a f f  
j o u r n a l .  W e  had one i n  t h e  S1  shop,  b u t  it was o u t  of d a t e .  
Subsequent t o  t h a t  i n s p e c t i o n  we e s t a b l i s h e d  s t a f f  j o u r n a l s  
f o r  a l l  f i v e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s ;  and they  came down, a f a i r l y  l a r g e  
t e a m  somewhere between 12 and 20 peop le ,  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  
o f  May. 

I0 : When you say  r e t i r e d  f i l e s ,  you mean they r e t i r e d  
them i n  what i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a burn f i l e ?  

A. No, s ir .  I s a i d  w e  d i d  n o t  r e t i r e  them. I n  
o t h e r  words, we  d i d  n o t ,  t h i s  i s  what I was t o l d ,  we had n o t  
t a k e n  t h e  correspondence t h a t  had reached a y e a r  o r  2 y e a r s  
and s e n t  it back t o  d i v i s i o n  t o  be s e n t  t o  S t ,  Louis .  I 
d i d n ' t  mean burning.  

Q The q u e s t i o n  is: d i d  you ret ire  t h o s e  f i l e s ?  

A. No, sir. The main reason  w e  d i d  n o t  ret ire any-
t h i n g  w a s  I r e c a l l  t h e r e  was no th ing  t h a t  was r e t i r a b l e  s t i l l  
t h e r e .  Most of t h i s  would have been i n  t h e  S1 b u s i n e s s .  P a r t  
of o u r  f i l e s  had been taken t o  d i v i s i o n  when t h e  b r i g a d e  had 
deployed,  when they  los t  t h e i r  AG s e c t i o n .  

Q. That  was a  long  t i m e  t hen?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. That  w a s  a y e a r  and a h a l f  b e f o r e  then?  

A. Yes, sir. So t h e y  had t aken  whatever  they  had 
i n  Hawaii. What they  d i d n ' t  l e a v e  i n  Hawaii went t o  d i v i s i o n  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  W e  d i d  n o t  re t i re  any th ing  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  
i n s p e c t i o n .  

Q. Then you would i n d i c a t e  then  t h a t  your o p e r a t i o n a l  
f i l e s  were s t i l l  a l l  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  S2 and S 3  shop? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And t h e y  shou ld  b e ,  i n  f a c t ,  p r e s e n t  today then?  
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A. I would s a y ,  y e s ,  s i r .  Your SITREP, 2 4  hour 
SITREP, your i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s ,  t h e  two TWX's t h a t  went 
o u t  about  7 o ' c l o c k  a t  n i g h t  were s t i l l  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know 
how f a x  t h e y  went back.  I do know when I w a s  t h e  S3 they  
went back probably  a lmost  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  . the b r i g a d e  had 
deployed.  

Q Did you r e c e i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
k h i c h  may have a .bea r ing  on t h i s ,  t h a t  you would n o t  d e s t r o y  
your f i l e s ,  o r  n o t  r e t i ~ eyour f i l e s ,  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was unaer  wqy? 

A . No, sir. I f  t h a t  would have come t9 Duc Pho, 
that would have come. t o  m e .  And i t  d i d  n o t  come to Duc Pho 
a t  l e a s t  by fhe  3rd of J u l y .  

Q I n  t.he ~ f f i c eof t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  
b r i g a d e ,  was t h e r e  ano the r  s a f e  i n  t h e r e ,  t h e s e  Q l o o r  s a f e s ,  
pr d i d  he have a s a f e  i n  h i s  van? 

A. S i r ,  t h e r e  was n o t  a s a f e  i n  t h e  o f f j c e  dur ing  
t h e  p e r i o d  I w a s  t h e  b r i g a d e  exec,. The o f f i c e  a t  t h a c  t i m e  
w a s  a s m a l l  o f f i c e .  I woudd be f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  i n  say iqg  d u r -
ing  t h e  p e r i o d  I was t h e  S 3  o r  b a t t a l i q n  corflmander t h e r e  , w a s n ' t  
a s a f e  i n  t h a t  office. Now, I was i n  t h e  t r a i . l e r  a g r e a t  
d e a l  whi le  I was t h e  b r i g a d e  exec ,  and i f  theLre was a s a f e  i n  
t h e r e  it was i n  t h e  c l o s e t .  I n  o t h e r  words, I never  s a w  one.  
I do n o t  know whether  t h e r e  was one i n  t h e r e  ,when Colonel  
HENDERSON *had t h e  b r i g a d e  o r  n o t .  I was i n  t h e  t r a i l e r  0 n . a  
d a i l y  b a s i s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  3 o r  4 weeks I was t h e r e .  A t  t h e  
, t i m e ,  I was e a t i n g  i n  t h e r e .  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  I was e v e r  i n  
t h e  back p a r t  of  t h e  t r a i l e r ,  howeve-r, s.o I j lus t  d o n ' t  know. 
When Colonel  TFADWELL was t h e  commander I w a s  , in  t h e  t r a i l e r  

- c o n s t a n t l y .  I f  t h e r e  was a s a f e  i n  t h e r e  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  
c l o s e t .  

Q Did you see any o t h e r  .envelopes o r  any th ing  t h a t  
might  have been s e a l e d  and marked "pe rsona l "  on t h e  o u t s i d e ?  

A .  No, s i r .  I f  gny of  this s t u f f  hhad been brought  
t o  me a s  a b r i g a d e  exec dur ing  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  I would have open-
ed it t o  f i n d  o u t  what it was. 

Q With the r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  manufact,use of  t h e  t r u e  
c o p i e s  of t h i s  document, do you know how , those were prepared?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  The t r u e  copy t h a t  Major COX made was 
t y p e w r i t t e n .  W e  had no r e p r o d u c t i o n  machines a t  Duc Pho and 
they  were t y p e w r i t t e n .  

Q. Would it have been necessa ry  t o  have t aken  t h i s  
copy a p a r t  i n  o r d e r  t o  make a  t y p e w r i t t e n  t r u e  copy? 

A. No, sir. A l l  t h e  c l e r k  had t o  do,  i n  my e s t i -  
mation,  w a s  t o  t u r n  t h e  pages. 

Q- You w e r e  S3 back i n  J u l y  of  1968? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you h e a r  any rumors about  t h a t  t i m e  concern-
i n g  any th ing  t h a t  might have t aken  p l a c e  up a t  My L a i  o r  Tu 
Cung o r  Co Luy o r  i n  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  The f i r s t  t ime I e v e r  heard  o f  t h e  name 
P i n k v i l l e  was t h e  f i r s t  c a l l  t h a t  I g o t  over  t h i s  r e p o r t .  
This  I can d e f i n i t e l y  s t a t e .  I never  hea rd  of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
by any name o r ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  u n t i l  t h e  
f i r s t  day t h a t  I found t h e  paper  and r e a d  it. 

Q. I would t a k e  it, t h e n ,  t h a t  w h i l e  you w e r e  t h e  S3, 
o r  l a t e r  a f t e r  you had gone t o  b a t t a l i o n  and t h e n  came back 
a s  b r i g a d e  exec ,  you never  saw any o t h e r  t y p e s  of r e p o r t s  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ?  

A. No, s i r .  I saw no r e p o r t s  o f  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
u n t i l  t h i s .  A s  f a r  as d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  t y p e  of t h i n g ,  I 
obvious ly  saw r e p o r t s  t h a t  had t o  do w i t h  t h e f t s  o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  I d i d  n o t  see any th ing  t h a t  p e r t a i n e d  t o  t h i s .  

Q. You s a i d  a l i t t l e  w h i l e  ago t h a t  by hea r say  you 
heard  t h e r e  w e r e  some o t h e r  r e p o r t s .  Would you t e l l  us about  
t h i s  hea r say?  

A. T h i s  would b e  p r e t t y  ha rd .  I ' m  a l i t t l e  b i t  con-
fused a s  t o  whether  I r e a d  t h i s  i n  t h e  newspaper o r  whether  
somebody had s a i d ,  t h a t  somebody else s a i d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
ano the r  r e p o r t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s .  I n  o t h e r  words, I hea rd  
somewhere, and I am confused a s  t o  whether  it was i n  t h e  news-
paper  o r  whether  somebody s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  one.  T h i s  is 
t h e  o n l y  one t h a t  I have e v e r  s e e n ,  and t h i s  I do know. 
Although--
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Were you e v e r  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  look 
f o r  o t h e r  r e p o r t s  of  o t h e r  d a t e s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  because I was never  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  look  
#, f o r  a r e p o r t  of  a d a t e .  The i n s t r u c t i o n s  I g o t  was t o  f i n d  
z any th ing  I g o t  on t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t ,  and i n  t h e  p rocess  

of it w e  e v e n t u a l l y  found t h i s  one. I a s s u r e d  t h e  people t h a t  
I was d e a l i n g  w i t h ,  whether  it was General  DONALDSON o r  Colonel  
HOWARD, when I f i n a l l y  came up w i t h  t h i s  one,  w e  t h e n  pro-
ceeded t o  look around and see i f  w e  cou ld  f i n d  any more. 1-
cou ld  n o t  f i n d  any more. Th i s  i s  t h e  one t h i n g  I can posi-
t i v e l y  s a y ,  t h a t  w e  d i d  l o c k  f o r  t h i s  t h i n g ,  and a f t e r  w e  
found t h i s  f i r s t  one ,  t h e r e  were no Inore t o  be found. 

Q. I t  would i n d i c a t e  from what you said t h a t  you had 
been looking f o r  t h i s  r e p o r t  and you were w a b l e  to t u r n  i t  
up. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Y e t  a t  a s a s e q u e n t  t i m e  t h e  S2 t u r n e d  it up? 

A .  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. W e l l ,  it would i n d i c a t e  t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  was some 
damn reason  why t h e  S2 d i d  n o t  t u r n  it up,., I 'm n o t  say ing  
t h a t  they  d i d  n o t  t u r n  i t  up on pnurpose, b u t  i t  may have been 
t h a t  i t  was i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  safe,  and i t  may a l s o  have been 
t h a t  it w a s  i n  an envelope  marked " p e r s o n a l , "  o r  something of 
t h i s  n a t u r e ,  or i n  a f o l d e r ,  or something which might cause 
peop le  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  had no th ing  t o  do wi th  i t .  

A. Yes, s i r .  I'd l i k e  t o  i n t e r j e c t  one  t h i n g .  S ince  
r e a d i n g  t h e  document and determining t h a t  it was Major COX 
t h a t  found it, it may w e l l  be t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  people  I ha& look 
f o r  t h i s  were t h e  S5 and t h e  S3, and I may n o t  h,ave had t h e  
S2 look f o r  it. I n  o t h e r  words, I know t h a t  my f i r s t  se.arch 
was t o  no a v a i l  and I ' m  no t  t o o  s u r e  under what c i rcumstances  
t h i s  w a s  produced. I know it was found andl brought  t o  me r i g h t  
a f t e r  t h e y  found it and t h a t ' s  it. 

MR MACCRATE: Major COX does  state t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  t o  him 
where he would f i n d  it and he went and found it t h e r e .  

A .  Then 3 would have t o  s a y  t h a t  I d i d n t t  f i n d  it as  
soon a s  I though t ,  and perhaps some of  t h i s  in fo rmat ion  t h a t  
had passed  between Colonel  HENDERSON and Genera l  DONWDSON 
had t o l d  me t o  send him t h e r e .  But I c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  
recQl it. 
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Q. I t  seems imposs ib le ,  because Colonel  HENDERSON was 
no t  i n t e r r o g a t e d  u n t i l  26 May, h e r e  i n  Washington. H e  
t h e r e a f t e r  c a l l e d  Colonel  DONALDSON, and o n l y  a t  t h a t  t ime 
could  h i s  message have g o t t e n  t o  Colonel  DONALDSON; and y e t  a 
memoradum o f  Colonel  HOWARD i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  on 25 May, t h e  day 
b e f o r e  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  i n  Washington, t h i s  was found i n  t h e  
S2 s a f e .  Now, one f i n a l  p o i n t ,  j u s t  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  record .  I 
understood you t o  s a y  t h a t  some documentary material would 
have been d i s c a r d e d  subsequent  t o  A p r i l  1969 and p r i o r  t o  
August of  1969, so t h a t  you w e r e  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  it is p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  f i l e  c leanup t h a t  went 
on dur ing  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  t h a t  some documents r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  
r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  might have gone o u t  from b r i g a d e  
f i l e s .  

A. S i r ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  I would h e s i t a t e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  
it  was p robab le  u n l e s s  they  were handwr i t t en  documents. I n  
o t h e r  words, what appeared t o  be n o t e s .  I n  o t h e r  words, from 
t h e  day w e  s t a r t e d  look ing  f o r  t h i s  and f i n a l l y  found it, I 
would have t o  s a y  t h a t  nobody would have knowingly thrown any 
of it o u t .  If t h e r e  w e r e  some t h i n g s  around i n  p e n c i l  i n  t h e  
p rocess  of  t h e  two moves t h e  S2 s e c t i o n  made, maybe o u t  of 
one a r e a  i n t o  a n o t h e r  and back i n t o  a new TOC p l u s  t h e  coming 
of t h e  I G ,  i f  t h e r e  was handwr i t t en  n o t e s  around,  it i s  pos-
s i b l e  t h a t  someone would have thrown them o u t .  But i f  t h e r e  
was a t y p e w r i t t e n  document such a s  t h i s ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

10: Colonel  CROWE, you 've  been h e l p f u l  t o  us i n  a t  
l e a s t  t r y i n g  t o  trace down t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e s e  documents and 
what happened. I f  you do r e c a l l  any th ing  f u r t h e r  as f a r  a s  
l o c a t i n g  t h i s  document and s o  on,  we'd ve ry  much a p p r e c i a t e  
having it. The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1720 h o u r s ,  14  January  
1970. ) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1630 h o u r s ,  2 7  January  
1970. ) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come to o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEEiiS , M R  
FfACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN.  

S i r ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  CROWE, 

(LTC J. Godfrey CROME w a s  r e c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s  
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

Colonel  CROWE, s i r ,  you a r e  remin,ded t h a t  you re-
main under o a t h  b e f o r e  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  

10: Colonel  cROQE, you were i n  t e s t i f y i n g  wi th  us t h e  
o t h e r  day; and s i n c e  t h a t  t ime ,  we've t a l k e d  t o  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
peop le ,  a s  you might w e l l  imagine,  and we've heard  c e r t a i n  
t h i n g s .  W e  thought  we'd ask you t o  come back and d i s c u s s  
t h i s  wi th  us f a r  a l i t t l e  whi le .  M r .  J!IACCRATE.has been f o l -
lowing throbgh on t h i s  one,  so I ' l l  d e f e r  to. him. 

W. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

&R MACCRATE: Colonel  CROWE, could  you g i v e  us aga in  the p e r i o d  
t h a t  you w e r e  a t  t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. I was i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  from 19 J u l y  1968 u n t i l  
3 J u l y  1969. I h e l d  t h r e e  jobs dur ing  t h a t  period, s i r .  
Is t h a t  germane? 

Q I t h i n k  it would be h e l p f u l  t o  r e f r e s h  us .  

A. The p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  I h e l d  was t h e  S 3  o f  t h e  brigade 
from 19 J u l y  u n t i l  19 September 1968 b a t t a l i o n  commander of 
t h e  4/21 from 20 September u n t i l  20  March 1969, and. br igade  
exec  from 2d March u n t i l  3 J u l y  1969. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  when t h i s  m a t t e r  first rece ived  p u b l i c  
a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  f a l l  hf 1969 t a l k i n g  wi th  o t h e r s  who had been 
i n  one way o r  ano the r  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  America1 Div i s ion?  

16 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And do you remember expla in ing  what you had come 
across ,  whi le  you were a t  t h e  br igade ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  an i n v e s t i -
gat ion? 

A. I recall t e l l i n g  someone, and I ' m  not  too  s u r e  who, 
when t h e r e  w a s  s t i l l  a bunch of accusa t ions  going back and 
forth--I  imagine t h a t  t h i s  was i n  September, i f  t h a t ' s  when 
.it came t o  l i g h t ,  whenever it came t o  l i gh t - - t ha t  t h e r e  was a 
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  s ta tement  had been a l l eged  
i n  t h e  p r e s s  t h a t  t h e r e  was no w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  Whoever it was 
I was t a l k i n g  to--and t h e r e  a r e  s o  many of  them he re  t h a t  I 
don ' t  know who it w a s  I w a s  t a l k i n g  to--I s a i d :  "Tha t ' s  what 
they s a i d  i n  t h e  paper. I t ' s  no t  r i g h t .  This r e p o r t ,  I ' v e  
seen it, I ' v e  read it, and I remember f i nd ing  it and sending 
it up t o  t h e  IG." 

Q And t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  you found it and knew of it was 
i n  May of 1969 when t h e  I G  was looking f o r  i t ?  

A. I o r i g i n a l l y  s a i d  t h a t  i n  here  t h e  l a s t  t ime,  s ir ,  
then it came t o  l i g h t  t h a t  I r e a l l y  was t o l d  t o  s t a r t  t r y i n g  
t o  f i n d  t h i s  i n  Apr i l  of 1969. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, 
t h e  f i r s t  I ever  heard of t h e  r e p o r t  o r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i -
dent  o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  th ings  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  was t h e  
f i r s t  time I w a s  asked f o r  it, not by t h e  month, b u t  we had 
go t ten  a c a l l  t h a t  s a i d  d i v i s i o n  wants t o  know i f  t h e r e  is a 
r epo r t  on something about t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t  o r  i f  you 
know anything about it. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h i s  w a s  
the  first t i m e  I ever  heard of t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  anything,  and 
t h a t  was when w e  had the  first unsuccessful  search  f o r  t he  
papers. The more I thought about t h i s ,  I th ink  it was unsuc-
c e s s f u l  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  because w e  w e r e  looking f o r  it i n  t h e  
S5 channels,  and, of course ,  it turned up i n  t h e  S2 channels. 

Q. Do you remember a t  o r  about t h i s  t i m e  speaking w i t h  
t h e  se rgeant  i n  t h e  S2 shop? Do you know who he would be? 

A. No, s i r .  There was a new sergeant  i n  t he re .  I 
don ' t  know what h i s  name was,. I could i d e n t i f y  him i f  I saw 
him. And t h e r e  w a s  a l s o  a young spec 4 i n  t he re .  Now, I go t  
these  two s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  mixed up o t h e r  than t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it 
Came o u t  of t h e  S2 s e c t i o n .  I must have t a lked  t o  him about 
it. 
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Q- Do you remember a Master  Se rgean t  GERBERDING? 

A. GERBERDING, he  was t h e  S2 s e r g e a n t  t h a t  deployed 
w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e  and s t a y e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  November of  1968. 

Q. Then h i s  p l a c e  was t aken  by a Se rgean t  CAMELL. 

A. CAMELL. Y e s ,  h e  w a s  t h e  S2 s e r g e a n t .  

Q. And d i d  you speak wi th  Sergean t  CAMELL about  t h i s  
l o c a t i n g  of t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. I may have gone down t h e r e  a l s o  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  I t  
cou ld  have been t h a t  Major COX w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  I f  Major COX 
w a s n ' t  t h e r e ,  I would have t a l k e d  t o  Se rgean t  CAMELL t o  s t a r t  
t h e  r e p o r t ,  y e s ,  sir. So I ' d  have t o  s a y  t h a t  I d i d  t h a t .  The 
S2, because  of  o u r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  s p e c i a l  f o r c e s  camps and 
o t h e r  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  w a s  gone about  o n e - t h i r d  of  t h e  t i m e ,  
e i t h e r  w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, on f l i g h t s  o f  h i s  own, o r  
do ing  something w i t h  t h e  long  range reconna i s sance  p a t r o l .  So 
a t  l e a s t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  I w a s  t h e  S3, o r  t h e  exec ,  it 
was customary t o  conduct  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  t h e  E-8 t h a t  was i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you remember Sergean t  CAMELL t e l l i n g  you any th ing  
about  t h e  way i n  which t h i s  document had been r e t a i n e d  and 
passed  a long  t o  him? 

A. I t  would appear  t o  m e  t h a t  t h i s  may have come o u t  
of an envelope  o r  he  may have t o l d  m e .  When I t h i n k  about  
t h i s ,  I g e t  confused a s  t o  how t h i s  t h i n g  w a s  found. N o w ,  he 
cou ld  have t o l d  m e  t h a t  it was i n  some p e r s o n a l  papers  o r  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  because  I b e l i e v e  you mentioned t h i s  t h e  l a s t  
t i m e  I w a s  i n  h e r e ,  a l though  I--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  t h e  meantime, we've been g e t t i n g  
a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion  as t o  how t h i s  may have been passed  
a long.  

A. A s  I t h i n k  about  t h i s ,  s ir ,  a l though t h i s  i s  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  I thought  about  it, it could  have been t h a t  it was 
i n  an envelope marked p e r s o n a l  f o r  e i t h e r  Colonel  HENDERSON o r  
somebody else, s i r .  There was some d i s c u s s i o n  o f  an enve lope . .  
I d o n ' t  r e l a t e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h a t  envelope and t h e  a c t u a l  
f i n d i n g  Of t h e s e  documents, sir. But t h e r e  was some d i s c u s s i o n  
on an envelope.  
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Q. T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

10: A s  I r e c a l l  what you had i n d i c a t e d  be fo re ,  when t h e  
document w a s  found, it w a s  brought t o  you by Major COX. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. That  w a s  what came o u t  i n  t h e  test imony.  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  now any d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Major COX 
about  n o t  f i n d i n g  t h i s  i n  t h e  f i l e s  o r  i n  t h e  s a f e  o r  any-
t h i n g  of t h i s  na tu r e?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  hones t ly  r e c a l l  anything.  I ' m  s u r e ,  
because of t h e  fact  t h a t  w e  had a l r eady  spen t  one per iod  of 
t i m e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  it and it d i d n ' t  appear ,  t h a t  I must have 
t a l k e d  t o  Major COX about ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  "Where i n  t h e  world d i d  
you f i n d  t h i s  t h ing?"  Because by t h a t  t i m e  I had a l r eady  t o l d  
everybody t h a t  had c a l l e d  up t h a t  w e  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  it, and 
then 2 o r  3 weeks la ter  a s  it tu rned  o u t ,  o r  whatever t h e  a c t u a l  
t iming w a s ,  h e r e  it is. So I know t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  him about:  
"Where did  you f i n d  i t ?  How come w e  missed it  t h e  f i r s t  t ime?" 
And a long t h a t  l i n e .  

Q. Do you remember any of  t h e  f a l l o u t  of  t h a t  d i s cus s ion?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember anything I can pu t  t oge the r  
that - -

Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  W e  had s a f e s ,  and w e  had f i e l d  s a f e s ,  
and w e  w e r e  t a l k i n g  about  a l l  k inds  of  t h i n g s ,  b u t  I j u s t  
wondered i f  t h e r e  was anything else t h a t  might have come t o  
l i g h t .  

A. S i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  
was somewhat of a d i s cus s ion  a s  t o  how come w e  d i d n ' t  f i n d  it 
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  

MR MACCRATE: Anything about a desk drawer? 

A. No, s ir .  I t  wouldn' t  have s u r p r i s e d  m e  i f  it had 
come o u t  of one though, because I c o u l d n ' t  hones t ly  t e l l  any-
body where it came from, o t h e r  than  it a r r i v e d  i n  my o f f i c e .  

Q. I t  j u s t  seems l i k e  people were j u s t  damned happy 
t o  f i n d  i t ?  
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A. I was s o  happy t o  f ind  it, j u s t  t o  f i n a l l y  have 
Located it. Unfortunately, not  r e a l i z i n g  the  implicat ion of 
t h i s  th ing ,  I made no r e a l  searah anymore t o  f ind  out  how come 
I d i d n ' t  know t h i s  before.  I ' m  convinced i n  my mind t h a t  the re  
were no more papers, however. 

0- The hearing w i l l  recess  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hearing recessed a t  1640 hours, 27 January 1970 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: DUNN, Arthur J. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 22 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: l l t h  Brigade Press  
O f f i c e r ,  31s t  Publ ic  Information Detachment. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The wi tness  was shown MACV Regulation 20-4, Exhib i t  D-1 ,  
paragraph 5a. H e  d i d  no t  recall  having read  it, b u t  s t a t e d  
t h a t  common sense  would agree wi th  t he  paragraph (pg. 2 1 ) .  
H e  d i d  no t  know i f  t h i s  r egu la t ion  w a s  read by h i s  men b u t  
f e l t  t h a t  it had been made a v a i l a b l e  o r  read t o  everyone 
(pg. 22) .  H e  was no t  t h e  company commander of  t h e  men b u t  

w a s  t h e i r  duty o f f i c e r  (pg. 22) . The witness  also 
recognized Exhib i t  D-7, l l t h  Brigade Regulation 525-1 
(pg. 22) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he received cards  regarding the  
r u l e s  of land warfare  b u t  d i d  no t  recall  any r e f r e s h e r  
t r a i n i n g  whi le  i n  Vietnam (pg. 28) .  

2 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a .  H i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  information 
o f f i c e .  

H i s  job i n  Vietnam w a s  t o  w r i t e  and c a l l  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  information o f f i c e  n i g h t l y  wi th  a s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t  
of t h e  b r igade ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h a t  day. I n  t h i s  capac i ty ,  
he would r e p o r t  t o  t h e  opera t ions  c e n t e r  t o  examine t h e  
ope ra t iona l  maps, g e t  t he  t a l l y  f o r  t h e  day, then w r i t e  
o u t  a s t o r y ,  and submit it t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  informat ion 
o f f i c e  (pg. 6 )  . This w a s  how t h e  i n c i d e n t  f i r s t  came t o  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  it being t h e  b igges t  a c t i o n  
which t h e  br igade had been involved i n  from t h e  s tandpoin t  
of enemy K I A ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a v a s t  discrepancy 
between enemy K I A  and weapons captured (pg. 7 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  
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r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  anyone i n  t h e  S2 o r  S3 shop about  t h i s  
nor  d i d  he f e e l  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  comment on it, a s  he was 
n o t  a f i e l d  commander (pg. 7 ) .  E x h i b i t  M-16, Task Force  
Barker Log f o r  16 March, was handed t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  and i t e m  
39, which s t a t e s  t h a t  10 t o  11 women and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships  was p o i n t e d  o u t  (pg. 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  c a l l e d  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  because t h e  
in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e  was concerned w i t h  only  enemy s o l d i e r s  
n o t  wi th  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 8)  . 

b .  The r e p o r t  from HAEBERLE and ROBERTS. 

S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS and Sergean t  HAEBERLE 
worked i n  h i s  o f f i c e  b u t  r e p o r t e d  ve ry  l i t t l e  o f  what 
they  had seen  on 16 March a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  (pg. 8 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  was no need f o r  them t o  r e p o r t  t h a t .  T h e i r  
u s u a l  job was t o  g e t  t h e  f i l m  processed  and normally t h e r e  
was on ly  c a s u a l  conversa t ion  about  t h e  d a y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  
(pg. 8 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  HAEBERLE s t a t i n g  t h a t  he  g o t  good 
p i c t u r e s  and seemed t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  want t o  t a l k  
about  i t  t o o  much (pg. 9 ) .  I t  was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  ROBERTS 
t a l k e d  t o  him b u t  he d i d  n o t  recall it (pg. 9 ) .  DUNN 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he had no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  ROBERTS and HAEBERLE 
had seen  a  massacre (pg. 29) , and d i d  n o t  recall  be ing  
t o l d  on 16 March about  a c h i l d  be ing  s h o t  whi le  HAEBERLE 
t r i e d  t o  photograph him (pg.  1 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  
n o t  know if t h e  men had f e l t  t h a t  they  had a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  r e p o r t  t h e s e  k ind  of  i n c i d e n t s  t o  him (pg. 22) . He a l s o  
s t a t e d  t h a t  even though t h e  o f f i c e r s  and, e n l i s t e d  men i n  t h e  
PI0 s e c t i o n  l i v e d  and worked c l o s e l y  t o g e t h e r ,  he  was n o t  
aware of  any th ing  t h a t  went on a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  (pgs .  9 ,  2 4 ) .  
H e  d i d  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  concept  of  r e p o r t i n g  on ly  f a v o r a b l e  
in fo rmat ion  was unders tood and known by HAEBERLE and ROBERTS 
even though they  were never  t o l d  t h i s  i n  s o  many words, and 
f e l t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e s e  men knew t h a t  they  were n o t  r e q u i r e d  
t o  r e p o r t  unfavorable  a c t i o n s  t o  h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  (pg. 2 7 )  . 
H e  d i d  n o t  know whether  they  f e l t  t h a t  they  were t o  r e p o r t  
i t  w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  of  command (pg. 28) . 

c .  HAEBERLE1s photographs.  

DUNN s t a t e d  t h a t  he would have seen  on ly  t h e  b l a c k  
and whi te  photographs t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  was going t o  send 
o u t .  H e  would n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  see a l l  of  t h e  b l a c k  and whi te  
photographs.  The c o l o r  p i c t u r e s  would n o t  have been shown 
t o  him because they  were processed  o u t s i d e  o f  Vietnam. They 
had no use  f o r  c o l o r  photographs u n l e s s  there was a s p e c i a l  
r e q u e s t  (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  HAEBERLE, a s  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  
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photographer was p repar ing  a  p o r t f o l i o  f o r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  
c i v i l i a n  l i f e  (pg. 11). He d i d  n o t  know t h a t  HAEBERLE 
was emphasizing a t r o c i t i e s  (pg. 11): I f  an a t r o c i t y  photo- 
graph had come o u t  i n  b lack  and whi te  he f e l t  t h a t  they  
would have f i l e d  it o r  des t royed  it b u t  would 'no t  have 
s e n t  it o u t  (pg. 11). H e  gave an example of  a photograph 
i n  which someone,possibly an o f f i c e r ,  was p o i n t i n g  a k n i f e  
a t  t h e  t h r o a t  of  t h e  Vietnamese and s t a t e d  he d i d  n o t  f e e l  
t h a t  t h i s  was an uncommon a c t i o n  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

The w i tne s s  was g iven Exh ib i t s  P-2 through P-25 
(pg. 12) and he  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  E x h i b i t s  P-3, P-5 
P-8, P-9, P-11, P-22, and P-23 (pg. 1 3 ) .  HAEBERLE would n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  have t o  show a l l  photographs taken t o  him 
(pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  E x h i b i t s  P-14, P-15, 
and P-16, b u t  f e l t  t h a t  HAEBERLE should  have shown him 
~ x h i b i tP-16 (pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  was n o t  s u r e  t h a t  i f  t h e  p i c t u r e s  
were c a l l e d  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  he would have done anything 
(pg. 1 5 ) .  H e  d i d  no t  know t h a t  HAEBERLE had shown some of  
t h e  photographs t o  Sergean t  STONICH who t o l d  HAEBERLE n o t  
t o  show them t o  anyone (pg. 31) . 

d .  H i s  knowledge of t h e  massacre.  

The w i tne s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  hea r i ng  anything about  
a  massacre b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  perhaps he should  have ques t ioned  
t h e  r a t i o  o f  weapons cap tu red  t o  K I A  (pg. 1 5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he  was n o t  w e l l  ve r sed  i n  t a c t i c a l  ope ra t i ons  and had 
l i t t l e  f i r s t  hand knowledge o f  what went on i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  K I A  be ing  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a r t i l l e r y  and s t a t e d  
t h a t  he a l s o  knew t h a t  a l l  t h e  Vietnamese d i d  n o t  c a r r y  
weapons. I t  was p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  n o t  p robab le ,  i n  h i s  mind t h a t  
128 s o l d i e r s  were k i l l e d  and on ly  t h r e e  weapons were picked 
up (pg. 1 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  h i s  commander, t h e  execu t i ve  
o f f i c e r ,  t h e  S2, o r  t h e  S3 about  t h e  s ta t is t ics  a l though he 
f e l t  t h a t  they  w e r e  " f i shy . "  H e  f e l t  t h a t  any o f  t h e s e  
s u p e r i o r  o f f i c e r s  would have t o l d  him 69 were k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  and t h e  rest were k i l l e d  i n  ano ther  manner and he  
could n o t  r e f u t e  what they  would have s a i d  (pg. 16)  . An 
e x t r a c t  from The Washington Pos t ,  d a t ed  28 November 1969, 
was read  t o  t h e  w i tne s s  (pg. 1 6 ) .  I t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  The -
Chicago Tr ibune,  i n  an e d i t o r i a l ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  DUNN knew it 
was " f i s h y m  when he  saw t h e  b a t t l e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  a c t i o n .  

e. Article i n  t h e  T r iden t .  

The w i tne s s  was shown E x h i b i t  M-17, a copy o f  t h e  
T r iden t ,  t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade newspaper, da t ed  22 March 
1 9 6 8 , ~ es t a t e d  t h a t  ROBERTS wrote  t h e  ar t ic le  abou t  Task 
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Force Barker u s i n g  f o r  a l e a d  two paragraphs  t h a t  DUNN had 
w r i t t e n  on 16 March (pg. 1 7 ) .  The on ly  d i s c u s s i o n  he  
r e c a l l e d  w i t h  ROBERTS was t h e  problem he  had i n  w r i t i n g  a 
l e a d  (pg. 18)  . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  where t h e  in fo rmat ion  
came from t h a t  35 VC had moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  DUNN 
s t a t e d  t h a t  ROBERTS t o l d  him i n  a subsequent  phone 
conversa t ion  (pg .  1 9 ) ,  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  people  i n  t h e  
f i e l d .  DUNN thought  t h a t  ROBERTS g o t  t h i s  in fo rmat ion  t h e r e  
(pg. 20) 

f .  ~ e g u l a t i o n sconcerning p r o p e r t y  d e s t r u c t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had seen  ~ x h i b i tD-7, 
1 1 t h  Brigade Regula t ion  525-1. Paragraph 4 f ( 2 )  s t a t e s  
t h e  commanders w i l l  i s s u e  upmost c a r e  t o  i n s u r e  rninimual 
p r o p e r t y  damage. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  know t h e  
v i l l a g e  had been razed.  I t  was n o t  an uncommon mode o f  U> 
o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  miss ion  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i l l a g e .  H e  knew CO 
o f  no i n c i d e n t s  where it happened,however. H i s  unders tand ing  
was tha , t  they  would on ly  r a z e  a v i l l a g e  a f t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  
had been rounded up. They would n o t  do it whi le  t h e  peop le  .-I 
w e r e  a s l e e p  o r  w e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 23) . H e  d i d  n o t  -I 
know f o r  s u r e  t h a t  it d i d  happen, b u t  it would n o t  s u r p r i s e  
him (pg. 2 4 ) .  

g .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Witness s t a t e d  t h a t  he never  hea rd  o f  ap 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted i n t o  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  My La i  
on 16 Narch, nor  was he e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  about  it (pg,  2 9 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  on ly  way he would have known abou t  it 
was i f  a  q u e s t i o n  of  HAEBERLE's photographs had come up 
(pg- 30) 

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was t h e  p r e s s  o f f i c e r  
f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  from J u l y  of 1967 u n t i l  May of  1968, when 
h e  became t h e  in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e r .  He d e s c r i b e d  t h e  f u n c t i o n  
o f  h i s  o f f i c e  a s  be ing  t o  p rov ide  in fo rmat ion  t o  lower 
eche lons  from d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  and t o  p rov ide  s t o r i e s  and 
photographs t o  h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  a p u b l i c  in fo rmat ion  
f u n c t i o n  (pg.  2 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he never  
provided de roga to ry  o r  unfavorable  in fo rmat ion  abou t  t h e  
b r i g a d e  and i n  response  t o  a h y p o t h e t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d ,  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he would b l u e  p e n c i l  o u t  of  an a r t i c l e  any 
mention of c h i l d r e n  be ing  k i l l e d  (pg. 2 6 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
type  o f  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  Informat ion  School d i d  n o t  t e a c h  him 
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t h i s  b u t  it was understood t h e r e  (pg. 26 ) .  He a l s o  
f e l t  t h a t  HAEBERLE and ROBERTS were aware of it (pg. 27 ) .  

b. The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  h i s  func t ion  as a 
r e p o r t e r  f o r  t h e  Chicago Tribune, he spoke with t he  
following people,  Lieutenant  REED, who was t h e  Task 
Force l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  from br igade t o  t h e  t a s k  fo rce ,  and 
Lieutenant GORE who was the  commander of t h e  Headquarters 
Company. Both of them s t a t e d  t o  him t h a t  while i n  t h e  
opera t ions  c e n t e r  on 16 March, they overheard f i r i n g  i n  t he  
a r e a  on t h e  r a d i o  (pgs. 4 ,  5 ) .  H e  also spoke wt th  POLAND 
who w a s  t h e  information o f f i c e r  and with  Lieutenant  HAWKINS, 
who w a s  wi th  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e  and who t o l d  
about a  photograph published about two weeks ago i n  t h e  
Columbus Ledger i n  Columbus, Georgia, showing a  pla toon 
of 35 t o  40 V i e t  Cong (pgs. 5,6)  . The pichure  was found 
near t h e  My Lai a r e a  s e v e r a l  weeks before  t h e  My Lai 
i n c i d e n t ,  al though they could n o t  show t h a t  t h e s e  people 
were i n  t h e  My Lai a r ea .  There w e r e  t h r e e  o r  fou r  women i n  
t h e  ranks (pg. 6 )  . H e  a l s o  spoke with  ROBERTS (pg. 4 )  , who 
t o l d  him on t h e  telephone about t h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th  HAEBERLE 
attempting t o  t ake  t h e  c h i l d ' s  photograph and t h e  c h i l d  
being s h o t  (pg. 1 9 ) .  ROBERTS a l s o  t o l d  him t h a t  while he 
was i n  t h e  f i e l d  he t a lked  with  MEDINA and some of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  pepple (pg. 20) .  

c. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he could poss ib ly  have shown 
JOHNSON one of  HAEBERLE's photographs i n  o rder  t o  f i n d  o u t  
i f  JOHNSON was i n  t he  p i c t b r e  (pg. 30) . 
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D- 1 	 [MAC" D i r e c t i v e  20-4 

D-7 l t h  B r i  ade  Req 525-1 CL_9_ 

M-16 --- Barke r  l o q ,  14rl.-M2r/TF 


M-17 	 111th Br igade  T r i d e n t ,  

122 Mar 


P-2 lack and White pho tos  
t n r u  

P-25 


Black 	and White pho tos  

P-16 

NO'TES 

Not r e c a l l e d  b u t  
common s e n s e  would ----. -- -.. 
a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  
r e q u l a t i o n .  
I S t a t e d  it was 
f a m i l i a r ., ---
I t e m  39,  "10 t o  
women and  c h i l d r e n  
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r  
T h i s  wa_s n o t  -. 

c a l l e d  t o  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n .- I--

H e  was i n  c h a r q e  
o f  t h e  p a p e r  af-	 .---
t h a t  t i m e  and wrote 

.----
W l t  i d e n t i t i e d -

c a l l e d  t o  h i s  

were n o t .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1606 hours ,  
22 December 1969.) 

I 0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named pe rsons  are p r e s e n t :  
LTG PEERS, MR WEST, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, 
COL FRANKLIN, LTC DOMBROWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

RCDR: The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Ar thur  J. DUNN. 

10: Before w e  c a l l  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s ,  t o  supple-
ment t h e  l o g  o f  Task Force Barker  which w e  have f o r  
16 March 1968, I would l i k e  t o  add t o  it t h e  e n t r i e s  
from t h e  Task Force  Barker  l o g  f o r  t h e  1 4 t h ,  1 5 t h ,  
1 7 t h ,  and 18 th .  

RCDR : It  w i l l  be  marked f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  E x h i b i t  
M-16. 

(MR DUNN was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s  , was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : I  

RCDR : A r e  you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counsel?  

A. NO,  I am n o t .  

Q. P l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number, and a d d r e s s ?  

A. Ar thur  J. DUNN, , 2 Cameron 
Circle Avenue, F o r e s t  Park ,  ~ l l i n o i s  60130. 

10: Before w e  proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s ,  
M r .  DUNN, Colonel  MILLER, from O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Judge 
Advocate Genera l ,  w i l l  now a d v i s e  you concerning 
c e r t a i n  matters. 

COL MILLER: M r .  DUNN, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by The S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army and The Chief o f  
S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Amy, f o r  t h e  purpose o f  de te rmin ing  
f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning:  
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(1) the adequacy of prior investigations 

and inquiries into, and subsequent reviews and reports 

within the chain of command of what is now commonly 

referred to as the My Lai incident of 16 March 1968, 

and 


(2) possible suppression or withholding 

of information by any person who had a duty to report 

and to furnish information concerning this incident. 


This investigation is not being conducted 

to investigate all facts and circumstances of what 

happened at My Lai. It is directed to those specific 

purposes which I have just stated. 


We have had made available to us and have 

reviewed prior official statements obtahed in other 

official investigations of the My Lai ihcident. Your 

testimony will be taken under oath. A verbatim trans- 

cript will be prepared. A tape recording is being 

made in addition to the verbatim notes being taken 

by the reporter. 


Although the general classification of 

the'report will be confidential, it is possible that 

the testimony, or parts of it, will later become a 

matter of public knowledge. 


There are several people in this room who 

may ask you questions. I want to introduce them before 

we start. First, of course, is General PEERS, to 

your immediate front. He is the Investigating Officer 

and has the sole responsibility for weighing the 

facts and making findings and recommendations in the 

case. On his immediate left is Mr. WALSH, a civilian 

attorney, who is serving as advisor and legal counsel 

to General PEERS. On General PEERS' immediate right 

is Mr. WEST who is with the office of General Counsel 

of the Department of the Army. To your immediate 

left are Colonel FRANKLIN, Colonel DOMBROWSKI, Colonel 

WILSON, and, of course, myself, Colonel MILLER. Any 

one or all of us may ask you questions. 
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I have j u s t  one o t h e r  t h i n g  I want t o  cover  
b e f o r e  you s t a r t ,  and t h a t  i s  I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  
d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s  
i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  
a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent admin- 
i s t r a t i v e  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  j u d i c i a l  body o r  forum. 
I do n o t  know--I have no r e c o r d  t h a t  you a r e  under 
o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  
United S t a t e s  v.  Ca l l ey .  ~ a v eyou r e c e i v e d  any n o t i c e  
t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. No, sir .  

10: M r .  DUNN, what was your du ty  assignment  
on t h e  1 6 t h  of March, 1968? 

A. I was a--I was t h e  p r e s s  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  
b r igade .  I was t h e  second in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e r .  There 
were two of us t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY 
was ahead of  m e  and I was t h e  p r e s s  o f f i c e r .  

Q. How long  had you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. W e l l ,  I had been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  s i n c e  
I jo ined t h e  b r i g a d e  i n  J u l y  o f  1967. 

Q. And you a r r i v e d  i n  coun t ry  wi th  t h e  b r igade?  

A. With t h e  b r i g a d e .  I ' m  n o t  r e a l  s u r e  o f  t h e  
d a t e ,  b u t  i n  e a r l y - - p r i o r  t o  Chris tmas 1967, wi th  t h e  
main body of t h e  b r i g a d e .  

Q. And how long  d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A.  I remained i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  u n t i l  May of 
1968, when L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY l e f t  t h e  b r i g a d e  and I became 
in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e r  f o r  a  s h o r t  t i m e .  Then c a p t a i n  
SHANNON came i n t o  t h e  in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e ,  and I d o n ' t  
remember how long  he w a s  t h e r e .  I t  was a f a i r l y  s h o r t  
t ime,  I would s a y ,  less than  a  month. When I l e f t  
f o r  R & R  he was t h e  in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e r ,  and when I 
came back he had become h e a d q u a r t e r s  commandant and 
I had become t h e  in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e r - - I  was t h e  on ly  
o f f i c e r  t h e r e ,  s o  by v i r t u r e  of  d e f a u l t  I was t h e  
in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e r  u n t i l  I depar ted .  
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Q g  S i n c e  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  o f  March 
1968 h a s  broken i n  t h e  p r e s s  and on t e l e v i s i o n ,  and 
h a s  become a matter o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p u b l i c  knowledge 
I shou ld  s a y ,  have you had any c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  
i n d i v i d u a l s  from t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  o r  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  
D i v i s i o n  conce rn ing  e v e n t s  which t r a n s p i r e d  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  
r e l a t e d  t o  i t ?  

A. I have ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Which i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. A s  you know, I 'm  a r e p o r t e r  f o r  The Chicago 
Tr ibune .  I n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ,  and t h a t  c a p a c i t y  a l o n e ,  
I d i d  t a l k  w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  R E I D ,  who w a s  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  from t h e  b r i g a d e  t o  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e ;  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  GORE, who w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  head-
q u a r t e r s  company commander; and ,  l e t ' s  s e e ,  I t a l k e d  
t o  Dean POLAND who w a s  i n  o u r  o f f i c e ,  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o f f i c e .  I t a l k e d  t o  J a y  ROBERTS. I t a l k e d  t o  L i e u t e n a n t ,  
former L i e u t e n a n t  HAWKINS, who w a s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  52d M I  Detachment. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a l l .  
There  were q u i t e  a number o f  them. 

Q These were i n i t i a t e d  by you i n  t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  your  b u s i n e s s  a s  a r e p o r t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did t h e y  p r o v i d e  you any s i g n i f i c a n t  i n -
fo rma t ion  conce rn ing  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 
16  March 1968? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e y  p rov ided  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  which 
t h e y  had knowledge. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I ' d  c a l l  it s i g n i f i c a n t .  
They were--none o f  them w e r e  eyewi tnesses .  So t h e r e  
w a s  n o t h i n g  as t o  who w a s  where,  and what p l a t o o n  
w a s  h e r e ,  and how many b o d i e s  they  s a w .  These peop le  
were mos t ly  h e a d q u a r t e r s  peop le  who had some know-
l e d g e  of  t h e  a f f a i r .  W e  would g e t  t h i n g s  o v e r  t h e  
w i r e  s e r v i c e  on which I f e l t  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  cou ld  
e l a b o r a t e .  I would c o n t a c t  them, and I would t a l k  
t o  them. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  I cou ld  t h i n k  o f  any-
t h i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e y  s a i d .  
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Q- What d i d  L i e u t e n a n t  REID t e l l  you? Did he have 
any knowledge o f  i t ?  The t a s k  f o r c e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t o  t h e  
b r igade?  

A. Not a g r e a t  d e a l .  H e  was i n  t h e  Barker  o p e r a t i o n s  
c e n t e r  on t h e  day it happened, and t h e  one t h i n g  t h a t  he 
cou ld  comment on was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  f i r i n g  t h a t  day. 
When t h e  s t o r y  first came o u t ,  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was no enemy i n  t h e  a r e a .  And t h e s e  f a c t s  
had been p layed  up q u i t e  prominently i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  t h a t  
t h e s e  peop le  went i n t o  an a r e a  where t h e r e  was a b s o l u t e l y  
no enemy a t  a l l ,  and L i e u t e n a n t  GORE and L i e u t e n a n t  REID 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had h e a r d ,  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o ,  f i r i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a .  Th i s  w a s  about  t h e  e x t e n t  of  t h e i r  knowledge. 

Q. L i e u t e n a n t  GORE, he was t h e  one who was t h e  head- 
q u a r t e r s  commandant? 

A. H e  w a s  headquar te r s  commandant. 

Q. What was t h e  name o f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  who was w i t h  
t h e  M I  detachment? 

A. L i e u t e n a n t  HAWKINS. 

Q. What d i d  L i e u t e n a n t  HAWKINS t e l l  you? 

A. L i e u t e n a n t  HAWKINS spoke t o  us about  a p i c t u r e  
which w a s  released about  2 weeks ago,  o r  10 days ago, i n  
t h e  Columbus, Georgia,  paper  of a p l a t o o n  of V i e t  Cong. He 
had knowledge of t h a t  p i c t u r e ,  and cou ld  t e l l  us some of t h e  
background about  t h e  p i c t u r e  and how impor tan t  he though t  it 
w a s .  That  was k ind  of an i n s i g n i f i c a n t  s t o r y  I f e l t  and a --

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )A p l a t o o n  o f  V i e t  Cong? 

A. A p l a t o o n  of V i e t  Cong, a p i c t u r e  o f  which was 
r e l e a s e d  by someone, a former member of  t h e  b r i q a d e ,  an 
anonymous member of - t h e  b r i g a d e ,  t o  The ~ o l u m b u s  ~ e d ~ e r - -  
Columbus, Georgia,  Ledger.  This  p i c t u r e  w a s  c a r r i e d  on t h e  
w i r e  s e r v i c e s  w i t h  t h e  s t o r y  about  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  and we 
c o n t a c t e d  L i e u t e n a n t  HAWKINS because he  w a s  i n  t h e  detachment 
which p rocessed  t h e  p i c t u r e .  

MR WEST: Would you d e s c r i b e  it f o r  General  PEERS? 
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A. W e l l ,  n o t  b e i n g  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  i t  looked 
t o  m e  l i k e  it w a s  a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d ,  i n  r a n k s ,  p i c t u r e  of  a  
p l a t o o n  of about  35 o r  40 V i e t  Cong w i t h  e i g h t  o r  t e n  weap-
o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a 60mrn mortar .  They were a l l  i n  l i n e  and t h e i r  
a d v i s o r ,  o r  what L i e u t e n a n t  HAWKINS thought  t o  be t h e i r  ad-
v i s o r ,  was w i t h  them. The p i c t u r e  was r e p o r t e d l y  found 
s e v e r a l  weeks b e f o r e  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  and a l though 
no one could--I d o n ' t  t h i n k  a t tempted t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e s e  
peop le  w e r e  i n  My L a i ,  they  were i n  t h e  a r e a .  They w e r e  i n  
t h e  Muscatine a r e a .  That  w a s  where t h e  p i c t u r e  was found. 
I t  w a s  c a p t u r e d .  I d o n ' t  know whether  it was a s t i l l  o r  
a motion p i c t u r e  f i l m ,  b u t  it was cap tu red  f i l m  and --
Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Were t h e r e  any women i n  t h e  ranks?  

A. There w e r e  women i n  t h e  r a n k s ,  r i g h t ,  women and 
men. Three o r  f o u r ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

10: The Columbus Ledger? 

A. The Columbus, Georgia,  Ledger.  

Q. When you w e r e  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  when d i d  t h e  s i t u -
a t i o n  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  f i r s t  come t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Well ,  it came t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t h e  n i g h t  it 
happened. My prime job ,  most of  t h e  t ime I was i n  Vietnam, 
was t o  w r i t e  and c a l l  t o  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a n i g h t l y  
s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t  of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  t h a t  day. 
I n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ,  I went t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r  every  
n i g h t  t h a t  I d i d  it, which was most o f  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was 
t h e r e .  Not eve ry  n i g h t ,  b u t  most n i g h t s .  I looked a t  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  maps, g o t  t h e  t a l l y  f o r  t h e  day, and made any 
a d d i t i o n a l  c a l l s  t h a t  I thought  would be n e c e s s a r y ,  depending 
on how impor tan t  t h e  d a y ' s  a c t i o n  was. Then I wrote  o u t  a 
s t o r y  and submi t t ed  t h e  s t o r y  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  in fo rmat ion  
o f f  ice. 

Q And what do you r e c a l l  about  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  
you i n d i c a t e d  you rece ived?  

A. What do I r e c a l l  about  them? 
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Q. Yes? 

A. W e l l  I--I t h i n k  probably  t h e  on ly  reason why t h e  
i n c i d e n t  s t a y s  i n  my mind was t h a t  i t  was, u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ,  
t h e  b i g g e s t  a c t i o n  i n  which t h e  b r i g a d e  had been invo lved .  
I f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken,  it may have been t h e  b i g g e s t  a c t i o n  
i n  which w e  w e r e  e v e r  invo lved  w h i l e  I was t h e r e ,  from t h e  
s t a n d p o i n t  o f  enemy k i l l e d .  But I remember t h e  128 enemy 
s o l d i e r s  r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  and t h r e e  weapons was-- i t  was a v a s t  
d i sc repancy .  S i n c e  I was n o t  a f i e l d  commander I--I was 
n o t  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  of  any knowledge t o  comment on i t .  I 
j u s t  f e l t ,  i n  my own mind, t h a t  t h e r e  was a d i sc repancy  i n  
t h e  number o f  weapons a g a i n s t  t h e  number of  enemy c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  anybody i n  t h e  S2 o r  S3  shop
about  t h i s ?  

a .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  anybody, c e r t a i n l y  n o t  
by name. I would t a l k  t o  them p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  i f  t h e r e  was some-
t h i n g  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  unders tand,  something which I wanted t o  
know. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  anybody t h a t  n i g h t  about  
it. 

Q- Did you r e c e i v e  a r e p o r t  of any d i v i s i o n  c a s u a l -
t i e s ?  

A. I d i d  n o t .  

Q. L e t  me have t h e  l o g  o f  Task Force Barker  f o r  16 March. 

(Recorder  handed t h e  l o g ,  E x h i b i t  M - 1 4  t o  t h e  10.) 

I have h e r e ,  M r .  DUNN, a copy o f  t h e  l o g  from Task 
Force Barker  d a t e d  t h e  1 6 t h .  I would ask  you t o  t u r n  t o  page 
4 and look a t  t h e  i t e m  a t  t h e  bottom o f  t h e  page,  i t e m  
number 39.  

(Witness does a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

A. "Company B r e p o r t s  t h a t  none of  t h e  VC body 
count  r e p o r t e d  by h i s  u n i t  were women and c h i l d r e n .  Company 
C r e p o r t s  t h a t  approximate ly  10 t o  11 women and c h i l d r e n  
were k i l l e d  e i t h e r  by a r t i l l e r y  - o r  gunships .  They were 
n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  body coun t . "  
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Q. Do you n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s - - i n  t h e  n e x t  column, t h a t  
t h i s  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade?  

A. I n  t h e  a c t i o n  t a k e n  column? 

Q. Yes. 

A.  y e s ,  sir. 

Q When you r e c e i v e d  t h e  r e p o r t  o f - - the  s t a t i s t i c a l  
r e p o r t  o f  enemy k i l l e d ,  weapons c a p t u r e d ,  f r i e n d l y  k i l l e d ,  and 
so f o r t h ,  w a s  t h i s  matter c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A.  Not t h a t  I remember, no ,  s i r .  I doub t  v e r y  
s e r i o u s l y  whe the r  it would have  been  c a l l e d  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  
i n  any i n s t a n c e  such  a s  t h i s ,  because  i n f o r m a t i o n  c h a n n e l s  
a r e  n o t  concerned  w i t h  c i v i l i a n s .  And w e  were--anybody 
t h a t  w e  r e p o r t e d  w a s  an enemy s o l d i e r .  T h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  
were. No--we made no  d i f f e r e n t a t i o n  between men and women, 
a d u l t s  and c h i l d r e n ,  or  enemy o r  c i v i l i a n .  Everybody t h a t  
w e  repor ted- -everybody t h a t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  us  and t h a t  w e  
r e p o r t e d  t o  d i v i s i o n ,  w a s  an enemy s o l d i e r .  So t h e r e  would 
have  been  no  need  f o r  anybody t o  draw t h i s  t o  my a t t e n t i o n ,  
and s a y  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  enemy s o l d i e r s  and t h o s e  
p e o p l e  are c i v i l i a n s .  The re  would have  been no--the body 
c o u n t  t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  r e p o r t e d  th rough t h e i r  S2 ,  I g u e s s ,  
o r  up t o  G2, o r  up t o  G3, t h e i r  t o t a l  r e p o r t  was t h e  f i g u r e  
t h a t  w e  u sed  i n  o u r  r e p o r t  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c h a n n e l s .  These 
two f i g u r e s  had t o  c o i n c i d e .  I f  t h e r e  was any d i s c r e p a n c y  
a b o u t  i t ,  t h e y  would p r o b a b l y  use  t h e  TOC f i g u r e s .  

Q. Did S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS and S e r g e a n t  HAEBERLE 
work f o r  you? 

A. They worked i n  t h e  o f f i c e  I was i n ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did t h e y  r e p o r t  t o  you t h a t  e v e n i n g  on what 
t h e y  had  done t h a t  day i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A.  Very l i t t l e ,  as I r e c a l l .  I t  was a - - t h e r e  was 
no  need  f o r  them t o  r e p o r t .  I t  was n o t  a s t a n d a r d  p r o c e d u r e  
t h a t  w e  a sked  t h e  p e o p l e ,  when t h e y  d i d  go i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t o  
r e p o r t  t o  u s  when t h e y  came back .  When t h e y  came back ,  t h e i r  
job was t o  g e t  t h e i r  f i l m  p r o c e s s e d  and t o  w r i t e  t h e i r  s t o r y .  
Although w e  u s u a l l y  d i d  t a l k  t o  them a t  some l e n g t h  o r  j u s t  
i n  c a s u a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  abou t  what t h e y  had s e e n ,  how i t  was,  
whe the r  t h e  t e r r a i n  w a s  rough ,  whe the r  t h e y  g o t  w e t ,  and 
t h i s  k i n d  o f  t h i n g ,  a s  I r e c a l l  w e  d i d n ' t  have  much con-
v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  them, o r  a t  least  I d i d n ' t ,  t h a t  n i g h t .  

(DUNN) 8 APP T-35 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Although I do recall Sergean t  HAEBERLE s a y i n g  he g o t  some good 
p i c t u r e s .  I d o n ' t  know whether  I p e r s o n a l l y  asked them how 
it w a s  o u t  t h e r e ,  o r  whether  somebody i n  t h e  o f f i c e  asked 
them and t h e n  they  t o l d  m e  about  it. But i n  t h e  back of my 
mind, I k i n d  of  r e c a l l  t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  want t o  t a l k  about  it 
t o o  much. Th i s  i s  p r e t t y  vague i n  my mind, b u t  t h i s  i s  
how--the way I r e c a l l  it. And I d o n ' t  know whether  they  
t a l k e d  t o  anybody else o r  n o t .  Usual ly  t h e y  l i v e  w i t h  t h e  
o t h e r  e n l i s t e d  peop le ,  and p o s s i b l y  they  might have mentioned 
something t o  them. But t o  my own knowledge, t h e y  d i d n ' t  
s ay  much a t  a l l .  I j u s t  g o t  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  what they  
saw f o r  some reason  o r  o t h e r ,  they  d i d n ' t  want t o  t a l k  about  
a t  any g r e a t  l e n g t h .  This  i s  n o t  uncommon. I d o n ' t  know 
whether  t h e y  had e v e r  seen--I know they  had never  seen  
an o p e r a t i o n  t h i s  b i g  b e f o r e ,  and I d i d n ' t  know, maybe t h i s  
was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  they  had e v e r  seen  dead b o d i e s ,  enemy 
s o l d i e r s  k i l l e d ,  o r  Americans wounded o r ,  i f  t h e r e  had 
been any Americans wounded, p o s s i b l y  t h i s  a - - i t  might have 
a f f e c t e d  them t h a t  way. 

Q. W e l l ,  M r .  ROBERTS seems t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  he d i d  
t a l k  t o  you and t e l l  you what h e ' d  seen  down t h e r e  because 
t h i s  was f a r  from--although he had been i n  some a c t i o n s  
b e f o r e ,  he  had seen  no th ing  t h a t  could  compare wi th  t h i s .  
And he  w a s n ' t ,  I t a k e  it, t o o  t a l k a t i v e  about  it. But 
a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  he f e l t  o b l i g e d  t o  t e l l  somebody about  
it, and he  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he had t a l k e d  t o  you on it .  

A. W e l l ,  he  wouldn ' t  have n e c e s s a r i l y  had t o  t a l k  
t o  me.  I ' m  n o t  r u l i n g  o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  he d i d  
because  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  There i s  no th ing  i n  my 
memory t h a t  stirs up any c o n v e r s a t i o n  wi th  him about  t h a t  
i n c i d e n t  on t h a t  n i g h t .  He may have t a l k e d  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  
MOODY, I d o n ' t  know, he  a--but I d o n ' t  recall  any 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  him. 

Q. W e l l ,  concerning t h i s  P I0  s e c t i o n  o f  y o u r s ,  u n l e s s  
it is  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from PI0  s e c t i o n s  wi th  which I ' m  
acqua in ted  a l l  t h e  people  l i v e  very  c l o s e l y  t o g e t h e r .  

A. T h a t ' s  t r u e .  

Q- For  t h i s  i s  a  very  s m a l l  s e c t i o n ,  an o f f i c e r  o r  
two, and a couple  of noncommissioned o f f i c e r s  and people  of  
t h i s  c a t e g o r y ,  and as a consequence everybody i s  s o r t  of  on 
an  in fo rmal  b a s i s ,  and i n  t h e s e  PI0  s e c t i o n s ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  
o f  t h e  p e r s o n n e l ,  they  a r e  o f f i c e r s ,  o r  noncommissioned 
o f f i c e r s ,  o r  whatever  they  may b e ,  t h e y ' r e  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  
i n  e f f e c t ,  t h e y  do work t o g e t h e r .  Th i s  is t h e  k i n d  of  
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  I would have expected  e x i s t e d  i n  your shop. 
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A. P r e t t y  much so, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  A s  t h e  p r e s s  o f f i c e r ,  which I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  
you w e r e ,  would t h e  p i c t u r e s  which had been  t a k e n  by HAEBERLE 
been  shown t o  you? 

A. H e  t ook  p i c t u r e s  on b o t h  b l a c k  and  w h i t e  and 
c o l o r  f i l m  t h a t  day ,  and t h e  c o l o r  p i c t u r e s  would n o t  have 
been  shown t o  m e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  p r o c e s s e d  i n  Vietnam 
as I u n d e r s t a n d  it. 

Q. What a b o u t  t h e  b l a c k  and w h i t e ?  

A.  The b l a c k  and w h i t e ?  The ones  t h a t  w e  c o n s i d e r e d  
s e n d i n g  o u t  would have  been .  I would have  s e e n  t h o s e .  

Q. Would you n o t  see a l l  o f  them? 

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  

Q D i d  you send  any of  them o u t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  recal l  how many, b u t  w e  s e n t  
o u t  q u i t e  a few. A s  I reca l l ,  h e  g o t  some v e r y  f i n e  p i c t u r e s  
t h a t  day ,  what  w e  c o n s i d e r e d  good p i c t u r e s .  T h a t  p l u s  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  it w a s  a b i g  a c t i o n .  

Q .  Did you know a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he had a  c o l o r  camera 
w i t h  him, o r  a n o t h e r  camera w i t h  which he was t a k i n g  c o l o r  f i l m ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .-
Q .  Is t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  r u l e s  of  t h e  P I 0  b u s i n e s s ,  
t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  can  go  a l o n g  and t a k e  p i c t u r e s  on t h e  one  
hand and  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  on t h e  o t h e r ,  and k e e p  one  f o r  h i s  
own p e r s o n a l  u se  and p e r s o n a l  g a i n  and t h e  o t h e r  he t u r n s  
i n  t o  t h e  goverment?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  no t h o u g h t  abou t  p e r s o n a l  g a i n  
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  And I ' m  n o t  s u r e  abou t  t h e  r u l e s .  I suppose  
t h e  r u l e s  s a y  t h a t  i t s - - a l t h o u g h  I d o n ' t  know, I j u s t  d o n ' t  
know a b o u t  t h e  r u l e s .  I know t h a t  a g r e a t  many G I ' s  d i d  
have  cameras  o v e r  t h e r e .  T h i s  w a s  S e r g e a n t  HAEBERLE's  custom, 
t o  t a k e  p i c t u r e s ,  c o l o r  p i c t u r e s  f o r  which w e  had no need.  No 
one  i n  o u r  c h a n n e l s  had any use  f o r  c o l o r  p i c t u r e s  u n l e s s  
t h e r e  w a s  a s p e c i f i c  r e q u e s t  f o r  them. I f  t h e y  w e r e  form-
u l a t i n g  a s l i d e  show or someth ing  a t  d i v i s i o n ,  t h e y  would 
want  some. I n  o u r  c h a n n e l s  we  had no need f o r  c o l o r  s l i d e s .  

(DUNN ) 10 APP T-35 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

But he w a s  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  photographer ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  o u r  
l i t t l e  world he  was. H e  w a s  t h e  f i n e s t  photographer we 
knew, and w e  had an i d e a  t h a t  he was going t o  be a pro-
f e s s i o n a l  photographer  when he g o t  o u t .  I d o n ' t  know 
wha t ' s  h e ' s  doing now, b u t  w e  assumed t h a t  he wanted 
t o  t a k e  h i s  own p i c t u r e s  s o  he would have some k ind  of  
p o r t f o l i o  when he went back t o  apply  f o r  a job. 

Q Were you aware of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  what he was t r y i n g  
t o  focus  on t h a t  day,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  days ,  b u t  p r i m a r i l y  
t h i s  day ,  was a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A. I w a s  n o t .  I had no i d e a  what went on up t h e r e .  
I don ' t - - I  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know what he focused on. I assumed 
t h a t  he took t h e  same k i n d  of  p i c t u r e s  f o r  h imsel f  t h a t  he 
took  f o r  t h e  government. What the--he knew, of  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  about  what k ind  of p i c t u r e s  w e  wanted 
t o  send o u t .  And --
Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t ' s  say  you g o t  an a t r o c i t y  p i c -
t u r e  t h a t  came o u t  i n  b lack  and w h i t e .  What would you have 
done w i t h  i t ?  

A. W e  would have f i l e d  it o r  perhaps d e s t r o y e d  it. 
W e  c e r t a i n l y  wouldn ' t  have s e n t  it o u t .  

Q Would you ca l l  it t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  your  commanding
o f f i c e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I ' d  know an a t r o c i t y  p i c t u r e  
i f  I saw one. I f  it was a G I  s l a s h i n g  somebody's t h r o a t ,  
perhaps  I would c a l l  it t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  somebody. But 
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  o u r  photographers  ever--well  I c a n ' t  say .  
L e t  m e  o n l y  s a y  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  many p i c t u r e s  which were 
r u l e d  o u t  from a--ruled o u t  from a - - tha t  w e r e  t o o  
bloody,  o r  showed t h i n g s  which w e r e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  
Army. There were a couple .  I remember a couple  b u t  --

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you c a l l  t h o s e  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
o f  t h e  commander, good, bad,  o r  i n d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. You s a y ,  would I ?  

Q. O r  t o  t h e  S2 o r  t h e  S3? 
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A. The k i n d  of  p i c t u r e  t o  which I ' m  r e f e r r i n g ,  and 
t h e  one t h a t  does s t i c k  i n  my mind was a p i c t u r e  of  a--of 
an o f f i c e r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  though I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  w i t h  a k n i f e  
p o i n t e d  a t  a  Vietnamese. Whether he was an enemy s o l d i e r ,  o r  
whether  he was an informant  o r  p o s s i b l e  in fo rmant ,  he was 
ho ld ing  it t o  h i s  t h r o a t  and i n  my mind t h i s  k ind  of  
a c t i o n  was n o t  uncommon, w a s  not--not  happening every  
day,  b u t  was n o t  an  uncommon a c t i o n .  And I wonder what t h e i r  
r e a c t i o n  would have been i f  I had run  over  and s a i d :  
"Look a t  t h i s  p i c t u r e + "  I--- you know, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  
would have done much about  it, al though t h i s  i s  s p e c u l a t i o n  
on my p a r t .  

Q. Although w e  w i l l  g e t  i n t o  it j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  
l a t e r ,  you c e r t a i n l y  had r e c e i v e d  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g ,  and you had 
r e c e i v e d  t r a i n i n g  a s  an o f f i c e r .  You were f a m i l i a r  wi th  
t h e  r u l e s  of  l and  w a r f a r e  and t h e  Geneva Convention. You 
were f a m i l i a r  w i t h  MACV and o t h e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  concerning 
t h e  hand l ing  of noncotilbatants and t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  POW'S. 
T h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r ' s  code,  t h a t  whenever w e  s e e  
t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  it is mandatory t h a t  we r e p o r t  them. 

A. I d o n ' t  know what I can r e p l y  t o  t h a t ,  s i r .  What 
you say  i s  t rae ,  b u t  I can on ly  say  t h a t  I t h i n k  I would 
have been was t ing  my t ime.  I can ' t - - I  j u s t  d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t - -  
I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  what I saw i n  p i c t u r e s  w a s  o f  such n a t u r e  
t h a t  anyone would have t aken  any a c t i o n  about  it. 

10: 
and whi te 

G e t  m e  
ones .  

t h a t  set  of p i c t u r e s  w i l l  you, t h e  b l a c k  

RCDR : Yes, sir .  

(Handed E x h i b i t s  P-2 through P-25 t o  w i t n e s s . )  

A. Not t h a t  one. Y e s .  No. Yes. 
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MR WEST: I wonder i f  you could  j u s t  i n d i c a t e  t h e  number 
a s  you go a long.  I t  would h e l p  us.  

a 

A .  Righ t ,  I ' m  s o r r y .  

10: W e l l  t h a t  's  a l l  r i g h t  w e  can --

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  2 and 4 ,  no. 

Q I n s t e a d  of doing t h a t ,  l e t ' s  w a i t  and see t h e  
ones wi th  which you a r e  f a m i l i a r .  Then you can l i s t  them i n  
one se t  of numbers, and t h o s e  wi th  which you a r e  n o t  f a m i l i a r  
i n  a n o t h e r  se t  of numbers. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

(The w i t n e s s  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

Q Would you i n d i c a t e  t h o s e  which a --
A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  These a r e  t h e  ones I do n o t  r e c a l l :  
25, 24, 21,  20, 1 9 ,  1 8 ,  17 ,  16 ,  15 ,  1 4 ,  1 3 ,  1 2 ,  1 0 ,  7 ,  6 ,  4 ,  
and 2. And t h e  ones t h a t  I do r e c a l l  a r e :  23, 22, 11, 9 ,  
8, 5 ,  and 3 .  

Q. Now, L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN, how was it t h a t  you d i d n ' t  see 
t h e s e  o t h e r  p i c t u r e s  on--which you've i n d i c a t e d  h e r e ?  Would 
no t  your photographer  have shown you a l l  t h e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  
he took? 

A.  Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  Ev iden t ly  he d i d n ' t  on t h i s  occas ion .  
,.r

Q. How many photographers  d i d  you have? 

A. A t  t h e  t i m e  I b e l i e v e  we  had f o u r .  I t  v a r i e d  from 
t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  s o  I - - the  m o s t  w e  e v e r  had was s i x ,  and t h e  
l e a s t  I b e l i e v e  w a s  t h r e e .  I t h i n k  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w e  had 
four .  

Q Q u i t e  a few, then .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  more photo-
g raphers  t h a n  I had i n  t h e  4 t h  I n f a n t r y  Div i s ion .  

A .  W e  had a ve ry  l a r g e  in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e ,  t o o  l a r g e .  
Everybody knew it, b u t  nobody e v e r  d i d  any th ing  abou t  it. 
W e  w e r e  much t o o  l a r g e ,  because w e  had been a l i g h t  b r igade .  
W e  had been a s e p a r a t e  b r i g a d e .  Th i s  was t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
a l o t  of o u r  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s .  They were much t o o  l a r g e  f o r  
a normal,  r e g u l a r  d i v i s i o n .  
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I r e f e r  you s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  p i c t u r e s  1 4 ,  1 5 ,  and 

A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

(Wi tness  examines t h e  t h r e e  pho tos .  ) 

T h i s  p i c t u r e  h a s  been  i n  one of  t h e  magaz ines ,  
14 --

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You s a y  you 've  n o t  s e e n  t h o s e  
p i c t u r e s ?  

A.  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  no ,  s i r .  

Q Would you n o t  e x p e c t  t h a t  you r  pho tog raphe r  would 
have  c a l l e d  such p i c t u r e s  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A.  F o r  what  r e a s o n ,  s i r ?  

Q .  Because t h e y  a r e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  
b r i g a d e  and d i v i s i o n .  

A. T h i s  one I can  c e r t a i n l y  s a y  he s h o u l d  have .  

Q. Y e s ,  which one i s  t h a t ?  

A. S i x t e e n ,  w i t h  t h e  body i n  t h e  f r o n t  h e r e .  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  what  t h e y  would have s a i d  abou t  t h e s e  two. 

Q .  M r .  WEST, what  a r e  t h o s e  numbers? 

A. These are 1 4  and 15 .  

Q W e l l ,  what d i d  you u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
p o l i c y  t o  be  and t h e  b r i g a d e  p o l i c y  t o  be  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
b u r n i n g  down h o u s e s ,  h o o t c h e s ,  or  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I e v e r  r e a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  b r i g a d e  or  
d i v i s i o n  p o l i c y .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  is  t h e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  
t h e y  would d o  i n  f r o n t  o f  a camera team. But I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h i s  k i n d  o f  a c t i o n  was uncommon. A s  I s a y ,  I ' m  s p e a k i n g  a s  
a r e a r  e c h e l o n  s t a f f  o f f i c e r ,  maybe I'm--maybe I d o n ' t  know 
o f  what  I s p e a k ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  a c t i o n  
i s  s o  uncommon t h a t  it would ca l l  f o r  any k i n d  o f  a c t i o n  
t o  be  t a k e n  r i g h t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  They might  w e l l  have t o l d  
them n o t  t o  do t h i s  a g a i n .  
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But, I c a n ' t  th ink-- I  d o n ' t  know what else t h e y  would have 
done. Of c o u r s e ,  I ' m  n o t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  dec ide .  I 
wasn ' t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and I ' m  n o t  now. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  i f  
t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  w e r e  c a l l e d  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  I 
would have done any th ing .  

Q W e l l ,  c e r t a i n l y  s e e i n g  --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  16 ,  perhaps.  

Q. The t h r e e  of them t o g e t h e r ,  it i s  clear it 
should have r a i s e d  some doubts  i n  your mind. From prev ious  
tes t imony w e  are o f  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  the-- the f a c t  t h a t  
some unusual  t h i n g s  had t aken  p l a c e  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  on t h e  
16 th  of  March was n o t  on ly  w e l l  known, b u t  a l s o  was 
w e l l  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h i n  t h e  P I 0  s e c t i o n .  

A. Not i n  f r o n t  o f  m e ,  sir. I r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  no th ing  
of a massacre. I r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  n o t h i n g  o f  an unusual  n a t u r e  
t h a t  went on. I can see now, i n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h a t  perhaps  I 
should have asked some q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h e  number of  
people k i l l e d  and t h e  number o f  weapons cap tu red .  But ,  a s  
I s a y ,  I ' m  n o t  a f i e l d  o f f i c e r .  I a m  n o t  t h a t  ve r sed  i n  
t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  I was an I n f a n t r y  o f f i c e r ,  t h a t ' s  
t r u e ,  b u t  I was an in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e r .  I w a s  n o t  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  every  day,  and I had very  l i t t l e  f i r s t h a n d  knowledge 
of what went on o u t  t h e r e .  I t  was p r e t t y  much what I hea rd  
from o t h e r  peop le  secondhand, hea r say .  I hea rd  no th ing  of  
a massacre a t  t h e  t i m e .  And I hea rd  no th ing  o f  any a t r o c i t i e s  
t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  I can s a y  from look ing  a t  t h e  
f i g u r e s ,  t h e  128 and t h e  3 ,  t h a t  perhaps it wouldn ' t  
have s u r p r i s e d  m e  t o o  much. But t h e  f i g u r e s ,  a s  I r e c a l l  it 
were a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a r t i l l e r y .  I t  is n o t  ha rd  t o  unders tand ,  
t h a t  60 t o  70 peop le  w e r e  supposedly k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  everybody knows t h a t  a l l  t h e  combatants  i n  
Vietnam d o n ' t  c a r r y  weapons. I d o n ' t  mean t o  say  t h a t  
because t h e  f i g u r e s  w e r e  s o  d i v e r s e ,  they  were-- that  it 
c o u l d n ' t  have happened t h a t  128 enemy s o l d i e r s  were k i l l e d  
and 3 weapons w e r e  p icked up. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e .  I t ' s  
n o t  p robab le ,  however, i n  my mind. 
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Q- I have h e r e  an e x t r a c t  from The Washington P o s t ,  
28  November 1969, i n  which i t  s a y s : "N-r 
Army in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e r  wrote  t h e  f i r s t  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  about  
My L a i  ( 4 )  from o f f i c i a l  b a t t l e  r e p o r t s ;  s a i d  he  w a s  sus-
p i c i o u s  o f  it r i g h t  away." The chicago Tr ibune was quoted  
i n  a c o p y r i g h t  s t o r y  i n  i t s  Fr iday  e d i t o r i a l ,  i n  i t s  Fr iday 
e d i t i o n .  And i t  went on t o  say :  "He knew i t  was f i s h y  when 
he  saw t h e  b a t t l e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  now a l l e g e d  t o  
have been t h e  massacre o f  hundreds o f  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s . "  

A. I would on ly  amend t h e  comment, "He knew it was 
f i s h y .  " I d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s  f i s h y  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I ' m  n o t  s a y i n g  
I knew--I know t h a t  i t  was f i s h y  a t  t h e  t i m e .  There seems t o  
b e  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  of  conno ta t ion  between "he knew it was 
f i s h y "  and "I d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s  f i s h y . "  The f i g u r e s  were 
s u s p i c i o u s  and f i s h y  and I s t i l l  h o l d  t o  t h a t .  

Q. But you d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  i t  was f i s h y  enough t h a t  
you would go ask  anybody abou t ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  Did you 
t a l k  t o  anybody about  i t ?  Did you t a l k  t a  t h e  commander? 
D i d  you t a l k  t o  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  t h e  S2,  t h e  S3?  

A. I d i d  n o t ,  no,  s i r .  They were--of course  they  were 
n o t  i n  my a r e a .  I could  have--perhaps I cou ld  have c a l l e d  
them. But I d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  them. They were n o t  a t  Bronco. 
And b e s i d e s ,  t h i s  was t a s k  f o r c e .  

Q - The b r i g a d e ?  

A. They were t h e r e .  I d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  them. 

Q I always f e l t ,  a s  a commander, when I had a PIO, 
t h a t  he  cou ld  walk i n  any hour o f  t h e  day and n i g h t  and g e t  
an e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  something. 

A. The e x p l a n a t i o n  was on t h e  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  
c e n t e r  board ,  and i t ' s  a l l  h y p o t h e t i c a l  what would have hap-
pened i f  I ,  o r  anybody would have broached t h i s  s u b j e c t  wi th  
anyone. Whether it w e r e  t h e  S2,  t h e  S3, Colonel  HENDERSON, 
o r  Colonel  BARKER, or--but  I f e e l  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  they  
would have s a i d  6 9  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  and 1 4  k i l l e d  by 
whatever--however t h e  breakdown o f  t h e  f i g u r e s  was t h a t  
n i g h t .  And I could  n o t  r e f u t e  what they  would have s a i d .  
I could  n o t  have. 
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0- I have he re  a copy of  t h e  11th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade 
newspaper e n t i t l e d  The Tr iden t .  This is  a copy from the  22nd 
of March, 1968. I would l i k e  t o  have t h i s  en te red  i n t o  t he  
record a s  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: L e t  t h e  record show t h a t  it is marked as Exhib i t  
M-17. 

(Recorder marked t h e  e x h i b i t  .) 

10: I show t h i s  t o  you and ask i f  you have seen t h i s  
before?  

A. Y e s  sir, I w a s  t h e  p re s s  o f f i ce r - - the  o f f i c e r  i n  
charge of The Tr iden t .  

(Witness examines e x h i b i t .  ) 

0. Who prepared t h e  a r t i c l e ?  

A. This a r t i c l e  about Task Force Barker? 

Q- Y e s .  

A. Jay  ROBERTS. 

Q. Did you a s s i s t  him i n  the  prepara t ion  of i t ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  two paragraphs had been 
w r i t t e n  by m e  on the  n igh t  of t h e  16th .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a  d i scuss ion  with  S p e c i a l i s t  
ROBERTS on t h i s  a r t i c l e ?  On t h e  prepara t ion  of i t ?  

A. No. None, o t h e r  than the  f a c t  t h a t  he seemed t o  
have t r o u b l e  w r i t i n g  a l ead  f o r  it. So w e  f i n a l l y  decided 
t h a t  we'd use t h e  lead  t h a t  I had s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16th .  Other than t h a t ,  I can r e c a l l  no d i s -  
cuss ion about it. Although undoubtedly t h e r e  was one. I was 
h i s  d i r ec t - - I  was h i s  immediate supe r io r .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  re-
c a l l .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he t o l d  m e  t h e r e  was a  massacre, 
and I t o l d  him t o  cover it up o r  anything.  There w a s  no--
t o  my memory t h e r e  was no d i scuss ion  of t h a t  a t  a l l .  I do 
remember t h a t  he w a s  having t r o u b l e  w r i t i n g  a l ead  f o r  the  
s t o r y ,  s o  w e  decided t h a t  we would use t he  one I had w r i t t e n  
t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16th .  
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Q We have been t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  ROBERTS and he was--
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  was g r e a t l y  u p s e t  by what he had seen  t h a t  
day. W e  t a l k e d  t o  him a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l e n g t h  about  t h i s  p o i n t  
and h i s  a t t i t u d e  and so f o r t h .  So w e  g o t  down t o  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  
So I asked t h e  q u e s t i o n :  

"Did you have any r e v u l s i o n  i n  w r i t i n g  such an 
a r t i c l e ? "  

H e  answered: 

"I d i d  when I f i r s t  g o t  back,  I t h i n k .  I seem 
t o  remember mentioning it t o  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN: 
'How can I say  t h i s ,  t h a t  we've k i l l e d  a l l  
t h e s e  peop le  and d i d n ' t  c a p t u r e  any th ing ;  it 
makes us look p r e t t y  bad. '  And he s a i d :  'Go 
ahead and w r i t e  something. I ' l l  h e l p  you 
w i t h  it, ' something l i k e  t h a t .  When I wro te  
it, I more o r  less fol lowed t h e  l i n e s  t h a t  he 
had used when he made up h i s  r e p o r t  t o  d i v i s i o n ,  
which mostly was j u s t  f a c t .  

"Q. Had you d i s c u s s e d  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  which you 
observed,  c i v i l i a n s ,  women, and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d  
o r  be ing  k i l l e d ,  w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN o r  L i e u t e n a n t  
MOODY? 

"A. I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  I mentioned it t o  L i e u t e n a n t  
DUNN, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  mentioning it t o  
L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY." 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ,  b u t  a s  I s a y ,  I c a n ' t  r u l e  
it o u t .  I t  was a long t i m e  ago. I d o n ' t  r u l e  o u t  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  he d i d  t a l k  t o  me  about  it. I have no--I j u s t  do n o t  
recall him mentioning any th ing  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he 
cou ld  n o t  w r i t e  t h e  l e a d  and, w e l l ,  I t h i n k  he c o u l d n ' t  
w r i t e  t h e  l e a d  because I t h i n k  he though t ,  o r  maybe knew, 

' 

t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e s  were--d idn ' t  q u i t e  j i b e .  Maybe t h a t  was 
h i s  problem. That  was t h e  same problem I had t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q. You've seen  t h e  c o l o r  p i c t u r e s  which came o u t  
i n  L i f e  magazine, h a v e n ' t  you? 

A. I s a w  t h e  ones i n  L i f e-magazine, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. , I f  you had known t h a t  he had seen t h o s e  s c e n e s ,  
p l u s  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s ,  I t h i n k  you can v i s u a l i z e  t h e  problem 
he was having.  
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A. I certainly--surely can. 


Q .  I think you said that you had no indication that 
they had seen any civilians killed. 
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A. Well, I had no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  they  had seen  
a  massacre.  I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  I had no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e y  had seen  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  Again, w h i l e  I cannot  speak 
w i t h  any a u t h o r i t y  on it, I do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  i n s t a n c e s  
of c i v i l i a n s  be ing k i l l e d  i n  a c r o s s f i r e  or by a r t i l l e r y  
were s o  uncommon. 

Q Did he r e l a t e  t h e  f a c t  t o  you t h a t  t h e  t h i n g
t h a t  s tood  o u t  i n  h i s  mind, and i n  Se rgean t  HAEBEFtLE's 
mind, was HAEBERLE t a k i n g  a p i c t u r e  of  a s m a l l  t o t ,  a 
t o d d l e r  a s  t h e y  p u t  i t ?  

A. H e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  over  t h e  phone subsequent  t o  
t h e  s t o r y  be ing  run  i n  t h e  paper .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  him t e l l i n g  
m e  t h a t  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  o r  any t i m e  subsequent  t o  
t h a t .  H e  t o l d  m e  over  t h e  phone about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Th i s  
was t h e  same t h i n g  which appeared i n  L i f e  magazine. I t  
w a s  t h e  same conversa t ion  t h a t  he had wi th  somebody i n  
t h e  o f f i c e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether  t h e r e  was anybody 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  named, b u t  he d i d  say  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  o r  was 
quoted  a s  s a y i n g ,  t h a t  he d i d  d i s c u s s  Se rgean t  HAEBERLE 
having a s m a l l  c h i l d  i n  h i s  v iewf inder .  The c h i l d  went 
o u t  of h i s  view and when he looked up, o r  he hea rd  a  
s h o t  and he looked up, he  saw t h e  c h i l d  was dead. That  
was i n  L i f e  magazine. He did--he r e l a t e d  t h a t  t o  m e  o v e r  

I-
t h e  phone and s a i d :  "Did I t e l l  t h a t  t o  you?" And I 

L s a i d  n o t  as I r e c a l l .  So he  s a i d :  "Maybe I t o l d  it t o  
somebody else. I remember t e l l i n g  it t o  somebody i n  
t h e  o f f i c e . "  

P 
r 3  
.D Q From what you had h e a r d ,  d i d  you e v e r  have a 

f e e l i n g  t h a t  some a t r o c i t i e s  had been committed i n  My La i  
( 4 )  on t h a t  day? 

A. Nothing a t  a l l ,  no,  sir .  No, sir .  Maybe t h a t ' s - -
maybe I d i d n ' t  keep my e a r  c l o s e  enough t o  t h e  ground, b u t  
I never  hea rd  of  any th ing  t a k i n g  p l a c e  up t h e r e  t h a t  would--
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them e v e r  mentioning t h e  t h i n g  a t  a l l  r i g h t  
a f t e r  t h i s  a r t i c l e  was w r i t t e n .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t h i n k  
it was dropped. 

Q. Do you know where t h e  in fo rmat ion  came from i n  
t h i s  a r t ic le  t h a t  an enemy f o r c e  of  35 e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t  know where t h a t  in fo rmat ion  came 
from. I t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  it came from t h e  TOC t h a t  n i g h t ,  
ve ry  p o s s i b l e .  But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  (Witness r e a d s  t h e  news-
paper)  "Had e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  and had p icked up weapons or--" 
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Q e  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No. I f  you look down toward t h e  
bot tom p a r t  of  t h a t  column you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  "One of t e n  s u s p e c t s  apprehended 
by t h e  company t o l d  an i n t e r p r e t e r  35 VC had moved i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  2 hours  e a r l i e r . "  I d o n ' t  know from where t h a t  
in fo rmat ion  came. J a y  ROBERTS t o l d  m e  o v e r  t h e  phone t h a t  
he  had t a l k e d  t o  people  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  H e  t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  
MEDINA s o m e t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and he may have t a l k e d  
t o  one of t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  people  who w e r e  t h e r e .  
H e  may have g o t t e n  t h e  in fo rmat ion  from them. I d o n ' t  know 
whether  t h i s  b i t  of in fo rmat ion  was i n  my a r t i c l e  t h a t  I 
submi t t ed  t o  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  n i g h t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q I t  seems very  unusual ,  you s e e ,  t h a t  t h a t  would 
appear  t h e r e .  M r .  ROBERTS' account  of  t h e  s t o r y ,  what he 
a c t u a l l y  hea rd  from t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  t h e  M I  o f f i c e r ,  and s o  
f o r t h ,  w a s  t h a t  2 hours  b e f o r e  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  35 o r  
40 of  t h e  enemy had d e p a r t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  which is  q u i t e  t h e  
o p p o s i t e  from your  s t o r y .  Y e t  it appears  i n  an a r t i c l e  
which he is  purpor ted  t o  a t  l e a s t  have had a hand i n  
w r i t i n g .  

A. I am n o t  s u r e  what a l l  t h i s  i s  l e a d i n g  up t o .  

Q. What I am say ing  i s  t h a t ,  on one hand, he i s  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  when he t e l l s  us about  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  M I  
peop le  on t h e  ground, and when he i s  wi th  t h e  o l d  man who 
happened t o  have a couple  of c h i l d r e n  wi th  him, t h e  o l d  man 
i s  p rov id ing  in fo rmat ion  t h a t  t h e  enemy had l e f t  a couple  
hours  ahead o f  t i m e .  And y e t  when w e  g e t  down t o  t h e  
a r t i c l e  of  which he  was i n  p a r t  the a u t h o r ,  which he had a 
ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  w r i t i n g ,  and which he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he 
c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  t h a t  he had been a s s i s t e d  
i n  w r i t i n g  t h e  a r t i c l e  by you, w e  g e t  n o t  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  35 o r  40 had d e p a r t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t ,  i n  f a c t ,  35 
had come i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. There c e r t a i n l y  i s  a d iscrepancy t h e r e .  I 
cou ld  n o t  have a s s i s t e d  him i n  w r i t i n g  t h e  a r t i c l e  o t h e r  
t h e n  t o  have shown him what I had w r i t t e n  t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  
1 6 t h .  That  would have been my o n l y  knowledge of  what took 
p l a c e  t h e r e - - i t  would have been what I g o t  from t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
c e n t e r .  What I had w r i t t e n  was a m a t t e r  o f  r e c o r d  i n  o u r  
o f f i c e .  What I would have w r i t t e n  and submi t t ed  t o  d i v i s i o n .  

FOR 
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Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  t r a i n i n g  you r e c e i v e d  
i n  r u l e s  of l a n d  war fa re  and MACV r e g u l a t i o n s  b e f o r e  
d e p a r t i n g  Hawaii wi th  t h e  b r i g a d e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I am s u r e  w e  g o t  some-
t h i n g ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q- Were you e v e r  adv i sed  t h a t ,  a s  an i n f o r -
mation o f f i c e r ,  you and a l l  of  your peop le ,  and any-
body having t o  do wi th  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and t h i n g s  o f  
t h i s  c a t e g o r y ,  a long w i t h  c h a p l a i n s ,  medics,  and 
s o  f o r t h ,  you had an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  any a t r o c i t y  
which you s a w ,  o r  any a l l e g e d  a t r o c i t y ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  be ing  t o l d  t h a t  a s  an i n f o r -
mation o f f i c e r .  I t h i n k  t h a t  is t h e  humani tar ian  
t h i n g  t o  do no matter what your c a p a c i t y  is i n  t h e  
s e r v i c e .  I d o n ' t  recall anybody having t o l d  m e  
because I am an in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e r  t h a t  I should  
do t h i s .  

Q. N o ,  it i s  expected  t h a t  t h e  combat f o r c e s  
w i l l .  But t h e n  it a l s o  adds t o  t h i s .  (I0 reques ted  
MACV ~ e g u l a t i o n20-4.) I have h e r e  MACV Regula t ion  
20-4 and s p e c i f i c a l l y  I w i l l  c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  
t o  paragraph 5a. This  r e g u l a t i o n  is  E x h i b i t  D-1 .  
On t h e  second page,  5a. Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  
t h a t ?  

(Witness r e a d s  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n .  ) 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  having r e a d  t h a t ,  
b u t  common s e n s e  would t e l l  anybody t h a t  wi thou t  having 
t o  r e a d  it i n  a r e g u l a t i o n .  I c a n ' t  s a y  t h a t  I was 
n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  do t h i s  because I h a d n ' t  r e a d  it. 

Q . I am n o t  t h i n k i n g  of  only  you, b u t  
I am a l s o  t h i n g  of t h e  men who w e r e  under you. 
Were t h e y  informed? People such a s  HAEBERLE and ROBERTS 
and t h e  o t h e r  people  who worked f o r  you i n  t h e  P I 0  
s e c t i o n .  Did they  f e e l  t h a t  they  had a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  r e p o r t ,  and t o  r e p o r t  t o  you, what they  had s e e n ,  
and t o  show you t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ?  
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A. 
I d o n ' t  
whether  
t h a t  it 

I c a n ' t  s ay  what they  f e l t  about  r e p o r t i n g .  
know whether  they  had e v e r  r e a d  t h i s ,  or  
it had e v e r  been r e a d  t o  them. I would assume 
had been r e a d  d u r i n g  o u r  ou tp rocess ing  from 

Hawaii, o r  soon a f t e r  w e  g o t  t o  Vietnam. I am s u r e  
t h a t  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  w a s  made a v a i l a b l e  o r  r e a d  t o  
everybody. I t  was in tended  t o  be.  

Q Would t h i s  n o t  be p a r t  of  your r e s p o n s i -
b i l i t y  a s  a commander? 

A. W e l l ,  I suppose s o ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I t  i s  easy  t o  say:  "Well, I d o n ' t  know 
i f  they  knew any th ing  f o r  s u r e  o r  n o t , "  b u t  t h e  
f a c t  remains t h a t  you a r e  t h e  commander, and i f  
you have people  working f o r  you--you a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e .  

A. W e l l ,  now, t h a t  is t r u e ,  and I am s u r e  
t h a t  you a r e  probably  t i r e d  of h e a r i n g  somebody say:  
" Y e s ,  b u t  t h e  man ahead of  m e  was r e s p o n s i b l e .  " This  
w a s  t r u e  i n  my c a s e .  There w a s  an in fo rmat ion  o f f i c e r ;  
t h e r e  w a s  a h e a d q u a r t e r s  company commander. That  
does  n o t  r e l i e v e  m e  of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  I was n o t  
t h e i r  commander. When you say  I was t h e i r  commander, 
t h a t  i s  n o t  t r u e .  I was i n  t h e i r  cha in  of command. 
I w a s  d i r e c t l y  above them. 

Q =  They r e p o r t e d  t o  you a s  a p r e s s  o f f i c e r  
f o r  d u t y ,  is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  For ass ignments ,  and 
what t h e y  would perform, and what t h e y  were t o  accomplish? 

A. I n  m a t t e r s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s t o r i e s  and p i c t u r e s ,  
t h e y  d i d .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I have h e r e  a n o t h e r  e x h i b i t ,  E x h i b i t  D - 7 ,  
d a t e d  30 January ,  Regula t ion  525-1 from h e a d q u a r t e r s  
of t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  "Combat Opera t ions ,  Rules of  
Engagement," and ask  i f  you have e v e r  seen  t h i s  
document? 

A. I am s u r e  t h a t  I have. 
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Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  two changes which a r e  
a t t a c h e d  t o  it. Change 1, d a t e d  9  February 1968, 
cover ing  t h e  employment of smal l  arms and au tomat ic  
weapons, paragraph 4f ( 2 )  i n d i c a t e s ,  and I quo te :  
"Commanders w i l l  e x e r c i s e  utmost c a r e  t o  i n s u r e  mini-
mum noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  and p r o p e r t y  damage." 
Were you aware t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  had 
been f a i r l y  w e l l  razed?  

A. No, sir .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  would n o t  have 
s u r p r i s e d  m e ,  though,  if I had known a t  t h e  t i m e  
what I know now, t h a t  i s  t h a t  t h e  combat t r o o p s  t h e r e  
had been r e c e i v i n g  many c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I w a s  n o t  aware s p e c i f i c a l l y  of any v i l l a g e  b e i n g  
razed.  But ,  a g a i n ,  I would say  t h i s  i s  n o t  an uncommon 
mode o f  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  a  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  miss ion ,  t o  
go i n ,  t o  round up t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  and t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e .  
This  would o c c u r  i f  they  had been having t r o u b l e  i n  t h a t  
a r e a ,  i f  t h e  enemy w e r e  be ing  r e s u p p l i e d  from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
i f  t h e y  were b e i n g  sn iped  a t  from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  i f  they  
w e r e  h i d i n g  t h e  enemy a t  n i g h t .  Of c o u r s e ,  I am no t  
a f i e l d  commander, s o  I cannot  say  t h a t  t h i s  happened. 
I c a n ' t  enumerate s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s  where i t  d i d .  I t  
was my unders tand ing ,  though, t h a t  i f  they  were having 
t r o u b l e  wi th  t h e  v i l l a g e  they would r a z e  it. They 
would do s o  o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  had been rounded 
up. They would n o t  go i n  and r a z e  it w h i l e  they  were 
a s l e e p  or s t i l l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I f  I had found o u t  
t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 )  had been r a z e d ,  I would 
have though t ,  w e l l ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  uncommon. 

Q. W e l l ,  j u s t  t o  go t o  t h e  r e v e r s e  of t h i s ,  
t h e n  it was common f o r  them t o  r a z e  v i l l a g e s ,  i s  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Well,  I c a n ' t  say  t h a t ,  no ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  
s ay- - - i t  may never  have happened. I was never  on 
t h e  scene  when it d i d  happen. I was q u i t e  away 
back,  and I canno t  speak w i t h  any a u t h o r i t y  of what 
went on i n  t h e  f i e l d  a t  a l l .  C e r t a i n l y  n o t  i n  my 
l i n e .  
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I wouldn ' t  s a y  t h a t  it happened, b u t  I would n o t  be 
shocked t o  h e a r  t h a t  it happened. I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  
t h a t  it happened once a day,  once a week, o r  once 
a month. I can j u s t  s a y  t h a t  it does n o t  s u r p r i s e  
me  t h a t  t h a t  k i n d  of t h i n g  happened. I can under-
s t a n d  t h e  reason  f o r  it, and I am s u r e  t h a t  commanders 
i n  t h e  f i e l d  can t o o ,  a f t e r  they  had seen  some of  
t h e i r  men s h o t  and k i l l e d ,  af ter  they  know enemy a r e  
i n  t h e  a rea - - tha t  i s  a l l  t h a t  I go on. 

Q Had you e v e r  hea rd  of  an o p e r a t i o n
where t h e y  j u s t  rounded up t h e  women and c h i l d r e n ,  
and t h e n  burned t h e  v i l l a g e  down and d i d n ' t  have 
any means of t a k i n g  care of them? 

A. No, I never  heard  of  an o p e r a t i o n  where 
t h a t  took p l a c e .  Again, I would say  t h a t  t h e  u s u a l  
procedure ,  as I understood it, w a s  t h a t  t h e  people  
w e r e  rounded up and s e n t  t o  a r e fugee  camp. This  
was t h e  way I unders tood t h e s e  k i n d  of o p e r a t i o n s ,  
sir,  t h e s e  k i n d  of  i n c i d e n t s  when t h e y  happened. 

Q I g e t  t h e  impress ion ,  M r .  DUNN, even i n  
t h i s  s m a l l  s e c t i o n  you had,  where you w e r e  a l l  l i v i n g  
close t o g e t h e r ,  and where you had ROBERTS, HAEBERLE, 
and I f o r g e t  t h e  name o f  t h e  s e n i o r  noncommissioned. 
o f f i c e r  whom you had i n  t h e  s e c t i o n .  What was h i s  
name? 

A. Se rgean t  STONICH. 

Q = And you of  n e c e s s i t y  had t o  l i v e  c l o s e  
t o g e t h e r .  And according t o  t h e  test imony we  have 
had,  t h e r e  w a s  more t h a n  a l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n  about  
t h e  t h i n g .  But you w e r e n ' t  aware t h a t  anything had 
gone on? 

A. I w a s  n o t ,  no,  s i r .  

MR WALSH: I wonder i f  you can d e s c r i b e  f o r  m e  your 
unders tand ing  of  what t h e  f u c t i o n  of  your o f f i c e  
was a t  b r igade?  
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A. W e  were t o  provide  in format ion ,  command 
in format ion ,  which w a s  p r e t t y  much funneled from d i v i s i o n ,  
t o  lower echelons through our  o f f i c e ,  t o  the b a t t a l i o n s  
and companies. That w a s  one func t ion .  This  was ano ther  
func t i on ,  which w a s  a form of command informat ion:  w e  
w e r e  t o  provide  s t o r i e s  and p i c t u r e s  --
Q. ( In t e rpos ing )  You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  p i c t u r e s  
P-17 and P-20? 

A. I t  was one of  ou r  command informat ion 
func t i ons  and a l s o  a  p u b l i c  informat ion func t i on  i n  
t h a t  it was s e n t  t o  h ighe r  headquar te r s .  

Q. Focusing on t h e  second and t h i r d  a s p e c t s ,  
t h a t  i s ,  f u r n i s h i n g  informat ion t o  h ighe r  headquar te r s ,  
would it be f a i r  t o  say t h a t  your func t i on  was t o  
provide  h ighe r  headquar ters  wi th  good informat ion 
about  most of  t h e  b r igade?  

A. C e r t a i n l y ,  ye s ,  sir .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, you d i d n ' t  perform t h e  
func t i on  of f i n d i n g  informat ion of a l l  kinds and 
t r a n s m i t t i n g  it t o - h i g h e r  headquar te r s  t h a t  you performed 
f o r  The Chicago Tribune? 

A. That i s  e x a c t l y  r i g h t .  There i s  a f i n e  
l i n e  t h e r e  between those  two, my job i n  t h e  b r igade ,  
and my job a t  The ~ r i b u n e .  

Q . You s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e ?  

A. There c e r t a i n l y  is. 

0. Now, I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  be a l i t t l e  
more s p e c i f i c  about  it. For example, dur ing t h e  
course  of  your s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  t h e  b r igade  
in format ion  o f f i c e ,  d i d  you ever  have occas ion t o  
r e p o r t  in format ion  which might be c a l l e d  derogatory  
o r  unfavorable  informat ion about t h e  b r igade?  

A. Did you say d i d  I ever  have occas ion t o  
do i t ?  

Y e s .  Did you do i t ?  
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A. I never  d i d  it. 

Q Would it be f a i r  t o  s a y  t h a t  i f ,  t o  assume 
t h a t  i f  M r .  ROBERTS had p r e s e n t e d  you wi th  an a r t i c l e  
on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  began something l i k e ,  "Task 
Force  Barker  today g o t  something l i k e  128 VC and a 
few c h i l d r e n  a long  w i t h  it," you would immediately 
"b lue  p e n c i l "  t h e  p a r t  about  t h e  f e w  c h i l d r e n ?  Is 
t h a t  a f a i r  e s t i m a t e  o f  how you would have r e a c t e d  
i n  view of  your  concept  of  your f u n c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  would have been no reason  
t o  move t h i s  in fo rmat ion  a long.  

Q. Because it d i d  n o t  reflect  favorab ly  
upon --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Also,  it would have been 
" b l u e  p e n c i l e d "  a t  a h i g h e r  l e v e l ,  and they would have 
c a l l e d  us  and s a i d :  "What t h e  h e l l  a r e  you doing send-
i n g  t h i s  k ind  of in fo rmat ion  up through channels?"  

Q= Did such an occas ion  e v e r  o c c u r  where you
i n c l u d e d  something t h a t  r e f l e c t e d  unfavorably upon 
d i v i s i o n ?  

A. I t  happened. I c a n ' t  say  when. There 
were o c c a s i o n s  of  d i f f e r e n c e s  of  op in ion  t h a t  w e  
had w i t h  d i v i s i o n .  I d o n ' t  know whether  t h e s e  d i f -
f e r e n c e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  de roga to ry  s to r i e s - - -never  dero-
g a t o r y  s t o r i e s .  People i n  o u r  o f f i c e s  had been t r a i n e d  
a t  t h e  in fo rmat ion  schoo l .  They knew what was asked 
of them, what was r e q u i r e d  of  them. I had been t r a i n e d  
t h e r e  and I knew. 

Q I n  t h e  course  of t h a t  t r a i n i n g ,  a r e  you
g iven  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  f u n c t i o n  t h a t  you perform 
i s  n o t  t o  t r a n s m i t  unfavorable  in fo rmat ion  about  your 
u n i t ,  b u t  o n l y  f a v o r a b l e  in fo rmat ion?  

A. I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  t h a t  type  of  t r a i n i n g  
i s  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  in fo rmat ion  s c h o o l ,  b u t  it 
i s  c e r t a i n l y  understood.  
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9. Was t h a t  concept  made c l e a r  t o  S e r g e a n t
HAEBERLE and S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS when they  w e r e  i n  
your  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know whether w e  e v e r  s a t  down 
and s a i d :  "Now l i s t e n ,  f e l l o w s ,  i f  you see some-
t h i n g  t h a t  is  n a s t y ,  d o n ' t  w r i t e  it o r  d o n ' t  photo-
graph it." A s  I s a y ,  t h e  concept  was understood.  
There w a s  no mis take  about  it. They knew it, I knew 
it, and L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY knew it. 

Q Would it be  a f a i r  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of  
your unders tand ing  of  your  o f f i c e s '  f u n c t i o n  t o  say  
t h a t  it a c t e d  as a p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  o f f i c e  normally 
does i n  p r i v a t e  l i f e ?  

A. S i r ,  I have no p e r s o n a l  knowledge o f  p u b l i c  
r e l a t i o n s  f u n c t i o n s .  But t o  my unders tand ing ,  t h a t  
i s  e x a c t l y  what w e  w e r e .  W e  a l s o  o p e r a t e d  a s  l i a i s o n  
i n  case t h e r e  were any c i v i l i a n  news people  i n  t h e  
a r e a .  W e  were e s c o r t s  as such. But I t h i n k  t h e  
p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  f u n c t i o n  would be-- tha t  was p r e t t y  
much o u r  job. 

Q. Would it be f a i r  t o  s a y  t h a t  your impress ion
of t h e  unders tand ing  t h a t  M r .  ROBERTS and Sergean t  
HAEBERLE had of  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n  would l e a d  you t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y ,  w i t h o u t  having t o  be directed o r  
t o l d  by anyone, would unders tand t h a t  it was-- i t  would 
n o t  be r i g h t  o r  t h e  r e q u i r e d  t h i n g  t o  do ,  t o  make 
a r e p o r t  t o  h i g h e r  headquar te r s  wi th  unfavorab le  t h i n g s ,  
c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  k i l l e d  and o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e y  
might have s e e n  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

A. I t h i n k  I l o s t  your s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n  
b u t  I--you s a y ,  would they  have understood t h a t  t h i s  
w a s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  of  them? 

Q. Righ t .  

A. I f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e y  would have. 
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10: Would t h e y  have unders tood,  t h e n ,  t h a t  

t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  p r i n t  it, b u t  they  were s t i l l  t o  r e p o r t  

it w i t h i n  t h e  c h a i n  of command? 


A. I can '  t speak f o r  them i n  t h a t  r ega rd .  

I d o n ' t  know whether  t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  way o r  n o t .  Per-

haps  t h e y  d i d .  They s h o u l d n ' t  have,  b u t  perhaps  t h e y  

d i d .  Then a g a i n ,  perhaps  n o t .  


MR WEST: A s  you probably  g a t h e r e d ,  one t h i n g  t h a t  
w e  are look ing  a t  i s  t h e  amount of  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  had 
been g iven  t o  people  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  and t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
and t h e  m a t t e r  of  o u r  o b l i g a t i o n s  under t h e  Geneva 
Conventions, Hague Convention, and r u l e s  of  l a n d  war- 
f a r e .  Do you r e c a l l ,  w h i l e  you were i n  Vietnam, d i d  
you r e c e i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  a l l ,  such a s  r e f r e s h e r  
t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  Geneva Conventions? 

A. W e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  g o t  t h e  l i t t l e  c a r d s .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g .  

Q. There w e r e  no l e c t u r e s  t h a t  people  w e r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d ?  

A. I c a n ' t  speak f o r  t h e  e n l i s t e d  people .  
Perhaps they  d i d  have. Some of  headquar te r s  were 
r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t end- - I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  p e r s o n a l l y  e v e r  
a t t e n d i n g  any such t r a i n i n g .  

Q. The h e a d q u a r t e r s  company commander was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of  e n l i s t e d  men i n  your 
s e c t i o n ?  

A. And f o r  my t r a i n i n g ,  too .  I was a s s i g n e d  
under --
Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You were i n  Headquarters  
and Headquarters  Company. Have you r e a d  t h e  s t o r y  i n  
-L i f e  magazine concerning t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I have ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - You a r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  how HAEBEFtLE t o l d  
h i s  s t o r y  and how it i s  set  o u t  i n  t h e r e ?  
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A. I r e a d  it b u t  I d o n ' t  say  t h a t  I --
Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You can t e l l ,  though, t h a t  
it p r e s e n t s  a s t o r y  o f  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number o f  non-
combatants ,  i n c l u d i n g  women and c h i l d r e n ,  k i l l e d  a t  
My L a i  ( 4 )  . Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q I f  I unders tand your tes t imony,  you never  
heard  any th ing  of t h i s  whi le  you w e r e  w i t h  t h e  b r igade .  
ROBERTS and HAEBERLE never  mentioned any th ing  o f  t h i s  
n a t u r e  t o  you? 

A. No, c e r t a i n l y  n o t  HAEBERLE--HAEBERLE 
w a s  k i n d  o f  a close-mouthed fe l low.  H e  wouldn ' t  have 
been t h e  t y p e  t h a t  would come blowing i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  
and s a y :  "My God, t h e r e  w a s  a massacre up t h e r e . "  
H e  w a s  n o t  a l o n e r ,  b u t  kep t  more t o  h imsel f  t h a n  
ROBERTS. ROBERTS would have been more l i k e l y  t o  
have been a f f e c t e d  by it t h a n  HAEBERLE. But I d o n ' t  
recal l  e i t h e r  one of  them e v e r  b r i n g i n g  it t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a massacre t h e r e .  Per-
haps ROBERTS s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  some c i v i l i a n s  
t h e r e .  Otherwise ,  I d o n ' t  recall .  

Q. A t  any t i m e  subsequent  t o  t h i s ,  d i d  you 
h e a r  any t a l k  about  such a t h i n g  around t h e  headquar te r s?  

A. Never, never .  The on ly  time--and I f e e l  
p r e t t y  c e r t a i n  about  t h i s - - t h a t  I would have been 
aware of t h i s  a t  a l l ,  would have been t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  
t h e y  r e t u r n e d .  ROBERTS may have s a i d  something,  b u t  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  they  r e a l l y  d i d .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
be ing  conducted i n t o  t h e  matter of  c i v i l i a n  d e a t h s  
a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 March? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q. Nobody ever t a l k e d  t o  you about  i t ?  
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A. No, and I would probably  n o t  have been 
aware of  it. W e l l ,  perhaps  I might  have been,  b u t  
I d i d n ' t  h e a r  of  it. I w a s  p r e t t y  f a r  down t h e  l i n e ,  
and I doubt  i f  they  would have t a l k e d  t o  m e  u n l e s s  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  HAEBERLE's p i c t u r e s  came up. They 
t h e n  might  have t a l k e d  t o  m e  o r  might have asked m e  
t o  send HAEBERLE up t o  see them. 

Q. When w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  you heard  
of t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  a s  it i s  now known? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I hea rd  of  it w a s  i n  
a s t o r y  i n  t h e  paper  by Seymour HERSH. That  i s  t h e  
f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  I had of  it. But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h e  d a t e s .  Sometime i n  t h e  middle of November. 

COL WILSON: Do you know Capta in  JOHNSON? 

A. Sure ,  r i g h t ,  s i r ,  Dennis JOHNSON. 

Q. D i d  you e v e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  show him photo  
number 5 o f  HAEBERLE 's photographs? 

A. I t  w a s  n o t  my p o s i t i o n  t o  show anybody 
t h e s e  photographs excep t  t o  maybe L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY, 
i f  t h e r e  w a s  any q u e s t i o n  as t o  which one was t o  be 
s e n t  o u t .  I b e l i e v e  I d i d  show him t h i s  p i c t u r e .  

Q - Why? 

A .  Because I wanted t o  know i f  t h a t  w a s  h e ,  
L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON, i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  I b e l i e v e  w e  
s e n t  t h i s  p i c t u r e  out--we r e l e a s e d  t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  and 
I t h i n k  I asked him i f  he w a s  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  and I 
s a i d :  "Well,  we a r e  going t o  send it o u t .  You a r e  
going t o  be famous." Something a long  t h i s  l i n e .  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  is  L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON, a l though  from 
t h a t  p i c t u r e  it i s  imposs ib le  t o  t e l l .  

Q. Would you r e c a l l  a s t o r y  o f  someone t e l l i n g
you t h a t  a  s m a l l  c h i l d  had been k i l l e d ?  
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A. I t  seems t h a t  I would. You a r e  saying--
t h i s  is a h y p o t h e t i c a l  ques t ion- - i f  somebody would 
say  t o  m e  t h a t  a s m a l l  c h i l d  was k i l l e d  and e x p l a i n  
t h e  c i rcumstances  of  it, would I r e c a l l  i t ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I b e l i e v e  I would, y e s ,  sir .  

0. Is it reasonab le  t o  s a y ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  you
w e r e n ' t  t o l d  t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having been t o l d  t h i s .  

Q W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Se rgean t
STONICH had s e e n  some o f  t h e s e  photographs,  and had 
t o l d  HAEBERLE n o t  t o  show them t o  anyone. Do you 
know about  t h i s ?  Had you heard  of t h i s ?  

A. I do n o t .  

COL FRANKLIN: You mentioned t h a t  you had no f i r s t -
hand knowledge o f  combat o p e r a t i o n s ,  and t h i s  i s  under-
s t a n d a b l e .  

A. Not u n t i l  l a t e r  than  My La i  ( 4 ) .  

Q. Y e t  you make t h e s e  k i n d  of  s t a t e m e n t s :  
r a z e  v i l l a g e s ,  burn a  hootch ,  o r  a l i e u t e n a n t  w i t h  
a k n i f e  a t  a t h r o a t .  J u s t  what g i v e s  you t h e  reason ,  
o r  t h e  b a s i s ,  f o r  making t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s ?  Why do you 
f e e l  t h a t  way? 

A. I c a n ' t  answer t h a t  wi th  a ,  b ,  o r  c. I 
t h i n k  I have a t t empted  t o  p r e f a c e  a l l  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  
by say ing  t h a t  I have no f i r s t h a n d  knowledge o f  what 
went on i n  t h e  f i e l d .  These a r e  impress ions  t h a t  I 
have--

0. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  From whom? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know from whom, I d o n ' t  know. 
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But t a l k i n g  t o  people  who had been i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  who 
had more exper ience  i n  t h e  f i e l d  than  I do,  s e e i n g  
t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ,  I would say-- if  I saw a  p i c t u r e  w i t h  
a l i e u t e n a n t  w i t h  a k n i f e  a t  somebody's t h r o a t ,  i f  
I ques t ioned  it, o r  i f  it w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime I was 
aware o f  it, I am s u r e  t h a t  I would have s a i d :  "Hey, 
what i s  going on he re?  I s n ' t  t h i s  a l i t t l e  unusual?"  
Perhaps somebody who had been i n  t h e  f i e l d  a l o t  more 
t h a n  I have would have s a i d :  "No, t h i s  happens a l l  
t h e  t ime ."  These a r e  some ways t h a t  t h e s e  impress ions  
would be a r r i v e d  a t .  

I0 : M r .  DUNN, b e f o r e  w e  t e r m i n a t e  t h i s  hear-  
i n g  I would l i k e  t o  have you--give you t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
o f  p rov id ing  us  w i t h  any a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion ,  mak-
i n g  any s t a t e m e n t s ,  a sk ing  any q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  doing 
any th ing  of  t h i s  n a t u r e  which, i n  your view, may 
a s s i s t  us  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  purpose of  t h i s  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n .  You w e r e  t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  may have been c e r t a i n  
t h i n g s  t h a t  happened t h a t  have had c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n -  
f l u e n c e  on you. So, i f  you have any th ing  such a s  t h a t ,  
w e  would very  much a p p r e c i a t e  having it. 

A. I cannot  r e c a l l ,  a s  I t h i n k  you have 
been a b l e  t o  de termine  from what I have s a i d .  My 
knowledge of  t h i s  w a s  p r e t t y  l i m i t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
o t h e r  t h a n  my going t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r  and 
o b t a i n i n g  t h e  f i g u r e s  which I used t o  send t o  d i v i s i o n .  
I never  hea rd  t h e  word massacre mentioned; never  a t  
any t i m e  i n  Vietnam, i n  r e g a r d  t o  My L a i ( 4 ) ,  o r  i n  
r e g a r d  t o  any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Did you h e a r  t h e  word murder? 

A .  No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. I t h i n k  t h a t  you can s e e  t h e  s o r t  of  
quandary t h a t  we  a r e  p u t  i n .  I n  my t i m e  i n  South 
Vietnam, I had o p e r a t e d  very  c l o s e l y  wi th  P I 0  type  
p e r s o n n e l ,  q u i t e  a few of them. I know how they  
o p e r a t e ,  and I know how I o p e r a t e d  wi th  them. I 
would have expected  t h a t  i f  any th ing  went wrong, o r  
i f  they  were even s u s p i c i o u s  of  any th ing ,  t h a t  I o r ,  
w i t h i n  t h e  c h a i n  of  command, t h a t  we would have known. 
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Another thing is that we have had individuals here 
who have indicated that they--within the P I 0  section 
there was more than a little talk about what took 
place at My Lai ( 4 )  . You were a part of this organi- 
zation, you provided the supervision and control, and 
yet you had no knowledge of anything that went on. 
So this leaves us in somewhat of a dilemma. 

A. I can understand this. 


Q. This is not what would be normally expected, 

let's say. Let's put it in those terms. So, if you 

have anything at this time, and I would also ask that 

if you have anything in the future that comes to mind 

as this situation develops, we would appreciate very 

much if you would get in touch with this office. This 

is in terms not only of information of thoughts that 

might come back, but it might be in terms of additional 

photographs that might be available, maps, memorandums, 

anything that pertains to this particular activity. 

We would ask that you do that. 


A. Yes, sir. 


Q- Before we terminate this hearing, I would 

just like to make this statement to you: that you are 
requested not to discuss directly or indirectly with 
others the My Lai ( 4 )  incident, including the sub- 
sequent investigation report, with anyone that may 
have been connected with the incident in any way, 
or who is to be or had been a witness in this investi- 
gation. This would not apply, of course, if you were 
required to discuss the case in other administrative, 
quasi-judicial, or judicial proceedings. This also 
would include legislative, because I am sure you are 
aware of the fact that there is an investigative committee 
within the House Armed Services Committee which is 
looking into the incident. You as an individual may 
be called before this subcommittee, and if you are, 
what we are telling you in no way prohibits you to 
discuss freely with them your participation in this 
activity. 
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A. S i r ,  also, a s  a r e p o r t e r ,  t h i s  would p u t  
m e  i n  a r a t h e r  p e c u l i a r  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h a t  I have 
no i n t e n t i o n  of d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  w i t h  members of t h e  
p r e s s ,  a s  such ,  b u t  I do t h i n k  I have t h e  r i g h t  t o  
d i s c u s s  t h i s  wi th  my immediate s u p e r i o r .  I d o n ' t  
know i n  what r e g a r d  t h i s  will--what form t h i s  w i l l  
t a k e ,  whether  they  w i l l  want--how much in fo rmat ion  
t h e y  w i l l  want m e  t o  p rov ide .  

MR. WEST: I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  shou ld  be governed by 
t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  between General  SIDLE and M r .  ANDERSON. 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  they  came t o  an agreement 
about  t h i s .  

MR. WEST: Whatever t h a t  unders tanding was, t h a t  would 
be o u r  thought .  

10:  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1730 hours ,  2 2  December 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: FELIX, Howard 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 11 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Assigned t o  S3 A i r ,  
11 th  Brigade.  Worked wi th  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  MACLACHLAN 
f o r  bombing miss ions .  Scheduled h e l i c o p t e r s  f o r  b a t t a l i o n  
commanders d u r i n g  combat a s s a u l t s .  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

FELIX thought  he  was i n  t h e  TOC on t h e  1 6 t h  (pg. 9 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  remember hea r ing  a t r a n s m i s s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a 
t h r e a t  made by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  d i r e c t e d  towards t h e  
ground f o r c e s  (pgs. 9 ,  1 0 ) .  H e  hea rd  no th ing  around t h e  
TOC on t h e  16 th  o r  subsequent ly  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  any th ing  
unusual  had t aken  p l a c e  dur ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 0 ) .  

2. KNOWLEDGE OF REPORTS ABOUT INVESTIGATION. 

While t h e  w i t n e s s  a s s i s t e d  Colonel  HENDERSON i n  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  of papers  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s ,  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
h e l p i n g  HENDERSON wi th  a t h r e e - q u a r t e r  page r e p o r t  r e l a t i v e  
t o  a  compla in t  by a  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  had no 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a n  a l l e g a t i o n  of a c a p t a i n  shoo t ing  a woman 
(pg. 4 ) .  He knew nothing about  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between a i r  
and ground pe r sonne l  (pg. 5 ) .  H e  cou ld  n o t  b r i n g  t o  mind 
a s s i s t i n g  Major MCKNIGHT, Colonel  LUPER, L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  
BLACKLEDGE, o r  HENDERSON i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of a r e p o r t  of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  a n  o p e r a t i o n  of Task Force  Barker 
(pg. 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  o f  
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24 April or RODRIGUEZ' statement (pgs. 5, 6). He knew of no 
directive from KOSTER to HENDERSON to make an investigation 
of a complaint that had been made by Vietnamese authorities 
concerning an operation of Task Force Barker (pg. 7). He 
heard no rumors about the unnecessary killing of civilians 
in the My Lai (4) area around the middle of March (pgs. 8, 9). 
3. OTHER INFORMATION. 

The witness had' spoken to no one regarding the My Lai 
incident since the matter came to the public's attention 
(pg. 10) 

(FELIX) 2 SUM APP T-356 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  . -_
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

M-30 
1 
RODRTGURZ ' s t a t e m e n t  

I W i t  had 
before. 

never seen1 
6 

C a r b o n  copy of W i t  had never seen 
HENDERSON'S report  - before. 5 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0925 hours ,  11 February 
1970.) 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  


RCDR: The fo l lowing  named pe rsons  are p r e s e n t :  MAJ 

ZYCHOWSKI and MAJ THOMAS. 


The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Howard FELIX. 

(MR FELIX was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows :  ) 

Would you s t a te  your f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and 
address?  

A. Howard Eugene FELIX. I ' m  d a i r y  manager a t  Cypes 
Grocery S t o r e  i n  Tu l sa ,  Oklahoma. 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: M r .  FELIX, have you r e a d  E x h i b i t  M-57? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h i s  e x h i b i t ?  

A. NO, s ir .  


MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  r e c e s s e d .  


(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0927 hours ,  11 February 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0935 h o u r s ,  11 February 
1970.) 

MR MACCRATE: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named pe rsons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR MACCRATE, 
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ THOMAS. 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  FELIX, you have had a chance t o  r e a d  t h e  in-
s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And you unders tand them? 
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A t  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q e  Have you any q u e s t i o n s  about  them? 

A. No, sir .  

Q Would you s t a t e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  d a t e s  of your
assignment  t o  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  and t o  t h e  l l t h  Br igade ,  
and t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  you were i n  any p a r t i c u l a r  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  
th.e d i v i s i o n  and what t h o s e  p o s i t i o n s  were? 

A. I was ass igned  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade i n  August of 
1966 and s t a t i o n e d  i n  Hawaii. Then w e  went t o  Vietnam, I 
b e l i e v e  it was t h e  27th of November of 1967. I was t h e r e  
u n t i l  November of 1968. I w a s  i n  t h e  S3 shop i n  Hawaii from 
t h e  t i m e  I g o t  t h e r e  u n t i l  we went t o  Vietnam. I was i n  t h e  
S3 f o r  a w h i l e ,  t h e n  I g o t  a s s igned  t o  t h e  S3 a i r ,  handled 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  b r igade .  

Q- Can you f i x  approximately when you r e c e i v e d  t h e  
assignment  t o  S3 a i r ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  middle of December of 1967, 
about  a month a f t e r  w e  a r r i v e d ,  I t h i n k .  

Q. Would you s t a t e ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  your d u t i e s  a s  of  March 
and A p r i l  of 1968? 

A. J u s t  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e .  
Combat a s s a u l t s ,  i f  w e  had any o f  t h e s e ,  I would have t o  
schedu le  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  f o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders and 
whoever was going t o  use  them. Any bombing m i s s i o n s ,  I would 
have t o  c a l l  i n  t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a  and g i v e  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of it. 
I f  a u n i t  g o t  i n  c o n t a c t ,  I would have t o  scramble t h e  Sharks 
and gunships ,  t h i n g s  of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  

0. And you would work w i t h  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  Colonel  
MACLACHLAN, i n  connect ion  w i t h  c a l l i n g  i n  A i r  Force suppor t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- And where d i d  you spend your day? 

A. I n  t h e  b r i g a d e  TOC. 

Q Who were some of  t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  you 
r e c a l l  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  TOC i n  t h i s  t i m e  frame, March, A p r i l ?  
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A. O f  course it w o u l d  be my i m m e d i a t e  boss, M a j o r  
SMITH, and C a p t a i n  HENDERSON w a s  u s u a l l y  t h e  d u t y  o f f ice r .  
I c a n ' t  remember some of t h e  sergeants. I believe Sergeant 
JOHNSON was i n  and out .  

Q. A c t u a l l y  for t h e  period, Sergeant JOHNSON w a s  over 
a t  T a s k  Force B a r k e r .  

A. T h a t  i s  r i g h t .  

Q. Do you recall Sergeant KIRKPATRICK? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. And also M a j o r  MCKNIGHT? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And i n  add i t i on  t o  y o u r s e l f ,  w h a t  o ther  NCO's  do 
you recall r egu la r ly  assigned t o  t h e  TOC? 

A. T h e r e  w a s  a buck sergeant b u t  I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r  
h i s  n a m e ,  sergeant  of t h e  S 2 .  I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r  h i s  n a m e  
either. 

Q. Sergeant GERBERDING. S e r g e a n t  STEPHENS, h e  w a s  
t h e  S1  sergeant. 

A. S 2 ,  I believe. 

Q. Do you r e m e m b e r  S e r g e a n t  ROSADO? 

A. H e  w a s  t h e  S1. 

Q. And do you r e m e m b e r  Specia l is t  BAILEY? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Was he s o m e t i m e s  i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And Special is t  MCNATT? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Was he i n  t h e  TOC s o m e t i m e s ?  
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A. He might c a r r y  a r e p o r t  i n  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  
Y e s ,  he did.  H e  worked very b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q. W e l l ,  i n  connection with  t h e  prepara t ion  o f  r e p o r t s ,
typ ing  requirements,  d id  you sometimes he lp  ou t  i n  t h a t  regard? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I n  f a c t ,  we have had it explained t o  us t h a t  you 
were perhaps t h e  b e s t  t y p i s t  a t  Duc Pho a t  t h a t  time-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Thank you. 

Q. And t h a t  you were indeed c a l l e d  upon by var ious  
people t o  he lp  o u t  a t  var ious  times. Would t h a t  accord 
wi th  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of some of your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and 
d u t i e s ?  

A. Right. 

Q. And d id  you from time t o  time a s s i s t  Colonel 
HENDERSON i n  t h e  prepara t ion  of papers? 

Yes, s i r ,  I d id .  

Q. W e l l ,  we a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  whether -4 
o r  no t  i n  t h e  course of  your d u t i e s  you r e c a l l  he lp ing  i n  t h e  -4 

prepa ra t ion  of  any r e p o r t s  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  were con-
ducted wi th in  t h e  11 th  Brigade and with which var ious  
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  br igade were assoc ia ted .  I would ask you f i r s t  
of  a l l  i f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of being asked by poss ib ly  
Major MCKNIGHT t o  prepare ,  poss ib ly  from a handwrit ten 
d r a f t ,  a r e p o r t  t h a t  would have been i n  t h e  order  of poss ib ly  
th ree-quar te rs  of  a page, r e l a t i n g  t o  a complaint of a h e l i -
cop te r  p i l o t ?  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of prepar ing of 
any such r epo r t ?  

A. No, sir. I t  seems l i k e  t h e r e  were some, b u t  I 
c a n ' t  remember. The only th ing  t h a t  comes t o  my mind, t h e r e  
w a s  a complaint one time about a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  coming i n  
f a i r l y  f a s t  and low over t h e  TOC t h a t  blew t h e  t e n t s .  That 
i s  t h e  only t h i n g  I can remember. 

Q. This i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  complaint we have i n  
mind t h a t  we have t o l d  you about. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of  such a complaint t h a t  involved an a l l e g a t i o n  of a cap ta in  
shoot ing  a woman? 
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A. NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. O r  o f  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and 
t h e  U . S .  ground f o r c e s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I q u i t e  unders tand t h a t  one. 

Q- W e l l ,  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  a c t u a l l y  had been 
a s i t u a t i o n  i n  which t h e  U.S. a i r  u n i t  had t u r n e d  i t s  guns 
upon, n o t  f i r e d ,  b u t  t u r n e d  i t s  guns upon t h e  ground f o r c e s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a s s i s t i n g  Major 
MCKNIGHT, Colonel  LUPER, Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, o r  Colonel 
HENDERSON i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  any r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n v o l v i n g  an o p e r a t i o n  of  Task Force  Barker? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, s ir .  Like  I s a y ,  I 
typed s o  many t h i n g s  over  t h e r e ,  and l o t s  of  t i m e s  I wouldn ' t  
r e a l l y  c o n c e n t r a t e .  I would j u s t  look a t  it and t y p e  it. 
I can 't r e a l l y  remember. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  R-5 and ask  you j u s t  t o  
look a t  t h e  f i r s t  two pages i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  and ask  you i f  
you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  having s e e n  t h a t  l e t te r  b e f o r e  
which you have n o t i c e d  is  a carbon copy o f  a r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n ,  d a t e d  24 A p r i l  1968? (R-5 was handed t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A. I d o n ' t  remember i t ,  sir. 

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p r e p a r i n g  t h a t  from a 
handwr i t t en  d r a f t ,  p o s s i b l y  i n  t h e  handwr i t ing  o f  Colonel  
HENDERSON? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I probably  typed it, b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember it. 
Q. Is t h e r e  any th ing  i n  t h e  l e t t e r  a s  you have j u s t  r e a d  
it t h a t  b r i n g s  back t o  your  mind any th ing  from t h i s  p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  
what you h e a r d  o r  may have observed a s  t o  what was going on a t  
t h e  t ime? You n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  le t ter  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
of  Task Force  Barker .  I t  refers t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  and 
t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  Do you remember any d i s c u s s i o n s  
a t  o r  abou t  t h a t  t i m e  o f  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Muscatine AO, 
which was a c t u a l l y  t h e  l a r g e s t  r e p o r t e d  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  
Br igade  s i n c e  it a r r i v e d  i n  country .  

APP T-356 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t .  

Q Well, I would l i k e  you t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  t h i r d  and 
f o u r t h  pages,  and ask you t o  read  those  two pages and see i f  
you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of p repar ing  those  pages. 

(The wi tness  reviews t h e  document.) 

A. NO, sir.  

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having typed any? 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q - Do you recall  having s een  t h e  document be fore?  

A. NO, sir. 

9- I ask you t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  green s h e e t ,  headed 
"Statement,"  da t ed  14 A p r i l  1968. Have you seen t h a t  document 
be fo re?  CI)

C*: 
4

No, sir. 

Q Do you recall whether you used it f o r  your typ ing ,  4 

green  onion s k i n ,  from t i m e  t o  time? -4 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - You d id?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Was it c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of S3 a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from 
one of the o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  b r igade?  

A. I know w e  always t r i e d  t o  use a green s h e e t  f o r  
our  copy. I d o n ' t  know i f  it was. I t h ink  it w a s  t h a t  way 
i n  most of t h e  s e c t i o n s  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y .  

Q. Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you typed one o r  more of t h e s e  
documents and f o r g o t  i t ?  

A. Only ones t h a t  I might have typed would be t h e  
f i r s t  two pages, I am p r e t t y  su r e .  

Q- The f i r s t  two pages a r e  i n  t h e  form t h a t  you would 
have followed had you typed i t ?  
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q- M r .  FELIX; I would l i k e  t o  show you Exhib i t  M-30,
and y o u ' l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  t o p  document is a l i t t l e  i l l e g i b l e .  
~t can s t i l l  be seen with  some l a b o r ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a c l e a r e r  
t r u e  copy a t tached  behind it. And I ask you i f  you eve r  r e c a l l  
see ing  t h a t  document or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  You say ,  t he se  two a r e  t h e  same. 

Q. They a r e  t h e  same and t h e  underneath copy i s  j u s t
e a s i e r  t o  read. But t h e  document t h a t  you might have seen 
would be  t h e  t o p  document. 

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  one e i t h e r .  

Q. I n  addi t ion  t o  y o u r s e l f ,  i f  you were no t  asked by
Colonel HENDERSON t o  type something, t o  whom might he t u r n  
f o r  t h e  prepara t ion  of t h e  document a t  t h i s  po in t  and time? 

A. I be l i eve  most of h i s  typing was done by t h e  S 1  
shop. I ' m  no t  f o r  c e r t a i n .  

Q D o  you mean i n  t h e  ca se  of e f f i c i e n c y  r epo r t s
and personal  ma te r i a l s  of t h a t  s o r t ?  

A. W e l l ,  l i k e  I say ,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know f o r  s u r e  
who d i d  h i s  typing.  I know some of it came t o  t h e  S3, b u t  
I ' m  no t  f o r  s u r e  who would type t h i s .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of e i t h e r  hear ing  o r  
poss ib ly  s ee ing ,  hear ing  of o r  s ee ing  a d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  had come 
i n  from General KOSTER t o  Colonel HENDERSON, d i r e c t i n g  him 
t o  make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with  r e spec t  t o  a complaint t h a t  
had been made by t h e  Vietnamese, Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
wi th  r e spec t  t o  an opera t ion  of Task Force Barker? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do any of t h e s e  documents t h a t  you have examined 
r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  as  t o  any d i scuss ion  t h a t  you heard 
a s  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being conducted by any members of  11 th  
Brigade with  r e spec t  t o  an opera t ion  of Task Force Barker? 
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A. NO, sir. 

Q- Well, a t  t h e  o u t s e t  you i n d i c a t e d  you d i d  have 
some r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  you had hea rd  something o f  t h i s  sor t  
b e f o r e ?  

A. That  w a s  o n l y  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  compla in t  by 
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  f l y i n g  t o o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  t e n t s .  But I 
c a n ' t  remember an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  anybody mentioning any- 
t h i n g  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

0. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel  BLACKLEDGE 
a s k i n g  you t o  p r e p a r e  any papers  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  such 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Do you recall t h a t  Colonel  BARKER, subsequent  t o  
t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  Task Force  Barker ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  l l t h  Br igade  
as i t s  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ?  H e  remained i n  t h a t  p o s t i o n  u n t i l  
around t h e  1st o f  June, 1968, when h e  took o v e r  a s  commanding 
o f f i c e r  o f  4 /3  i n  which p o s i t i o n  he  was a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  
d e a t h  on o r  about  t h e  1 3 t h  of  June .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c -  
t i o n  o f  Colonel  BARKER a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  t h e  
middle o f  A p r i l ,  hav ing  asked you t o  a s s i s t  him i n  connect ion  
w i t h  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  any r e p o r t s ?  

A. S i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say .  W e  were s h o r t  of  
t y p i s t s  i n  t h e r e ,  and I typed a l o t  o f  t h i n g s .  Like  I s a i d ,  
a l o t  o f  times I wouldn ' t  r e a d  them. I would j u s t  t y p e  them. 
But I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  r e p o r t  o f  such.  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  any sworn s t a t e -  
ments t h a t  w e r e  p repared  by i n d i v i d u a l s  who had been i n t e r r o -  
g a t e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  you were typ ing?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q - Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h e a r i n g  rumors 
around t h e  l l t h  Brigade a t  this t i m e  t h a t  t h e r e  had been some 
unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  My L a i  
( 4 )  , Son My V i l l a g e ,  Tu Cung, o r  Co Luy, a t  o r  abou t  t h e  middle 
o f  March 1968? 
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A. NO,  sir,  I d o n ' t .  

Q- W e l l ,  you were i n  t h e  TOC t h e  morning of t h e  16 th  
of March. Whether o r  n o t  you--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Most l i k e l y  I was. 

Q- You were t h e r e  v i r t u a l l y  every  day? 

A. E i t h e r  i n  t h e  morning o r  a f t e rnoon .  

Q W e l l ,  i f  t h e r e  was a b i g  o p e r a t i o n  going on you
would b e  there i n  t h e  morning, wouldn ' t  you, fo l lowing  it 
r i g h t  through? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- And you would b e  moni tor ing  the a v i a t i o n  n e t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And you would have hea rd  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t h a t  
came over  t h a t  t r a n s m i s s i o n  n e t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Would you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a t r a n s m i s s i o n  
corning i n  r e g a r d i n g  a t h r e a t  b e i n g  made by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  
d i r e c t e d  towards t h e  ground f o r c e s ;  people  p i c k i n g  up t h e i r  
e a r s ,  S e r g e a n t  KIRKPATRICK making some comments about  it, and 
Capta in  HENDERSON g e t t i n g  on t h e  t e l ephone  and c a l l i n g  over  
t o  Task Force  Barker  t o  f i n d  o u t  what was going on? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  p i n p o i n t  it. I know s e v e r a l  t i m e s  when 
w e  conducted a combat a s s a u l t  some t h i n g s  went wrong w i t h  some 
h e l i c o p t e r s  o r  they  would b e  i n  t h e  wrong p l a c e  o r  something 
l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  p i n p o i n t  any th ing  a s  f a r  a s  any t h r e a t s  
be ing  made. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a r a t h e r  unusual  and d ramat ic  
t r ansmiss ion ,  a t  l e a s t  a very c u r i o u s  one,  which i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  Warlords w e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  the ground f o r c e s .  They 
Couldntt h e a r  any th ing  t h a t  was s a i d  by t h e  ground f o r c e s ,  
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b u t  you cou ld  h e a r  on t h e  a v i a t i o n  n e t  what was s a i d  by t h e  
p i l o t ,  something a long  t h e  l i n e s  i f  you shoo t  them I ' l l  s h o o t  
YOU? 

A. No, sir .  

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  any such c o n v e r s a t i o n s  
o r  any complaint  t h a t  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  o r  crew was making 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  ground f o r c e s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. S i n c e  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  became a m a t t e r  
of p u b l i c  knowledge i n  t h e  news media, have you d i s c u s s e d  wi th  
any members o f  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade of  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
any th ing  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  of  March and A p r i l  1968? 

A. NO,  s i r ,  I h a v e n ' t .  

Q. Has anyone communicated wi th  you i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  
o r  i n q u i r e d  of  you? 

A. No, S i k i  they  h a v e n ' t .  

Q. What was your  r e a c t i o n  when you f i r s t  h e a r d  t h e s e  
news accoun t s  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1968? 

A. I was veky s u r p r i s e d  and shocked and d i s a p p b i n t e d .  

Q Was t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  i n k l i n g  you had had o f  any th ing
unusual  i n  Task Force  B a r k e r ' s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Nothing t h a t  you had heard  around t h e  TOC a t  Duc 
Pho i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1968 r a i s e d  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  q u e s t i o n  i n  
your  mind? 

A. No, sir .  

Q. W e  have a p r e t t y  good i d e a .  W e l l ,  w e  know what 
t h e  in fo rmat ion  i n  t h a t  TOC t h a t  morning was, and q u i t e  
f r a n k l y ,  M r .  FELIX, i t ' s  h a r d  f o r  m e  t o  unders tand t h a t  you 
d o n ' t  have some r e c o l l e c t i o n  o r  something unusual  t a k i n g  p l a c e ?  
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A. W e l l ,  I ' m  s o r r y ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t .  

Q- Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: No. 

MR MACCRATE: W e l l ,  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n ,  M r .  FELIX. 
I f  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  w e  have spoken t o  you abou t  t oday  s h o u l d  
r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  something t h a t  came a c r o s s  
your  desk  i n  March o r  A p r i l  o f  1968,  i f  it o c c u r s  t o  you 
a f t e r  you l e a v e ,  w e  hope you would g e t  i n  touch  w i t h  u s .  
W e  a r e  l e a v i n g  no s t o n e  unturned .  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  
o r  would you l i k e  t o  make a s t a t e m e n t  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  a t  t h i s  
t ime?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  m i l i t a r y  w i t n e s s e s ,  t h e y  a r e  
d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  t e s t imony  b e f o r e  t h e  i n q u i r y .  
T h i s  i s  b e i n g  conducted  a s  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  i n q u i r y ,  and w e  
a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  anxious  t h a t  t h e r e  n o t  be  d i s c u s s i o n s  
among w i t n e s s e s  coming b e f o r e  t h e  i n q u i r y  s o  t h a t  w e  can 
s o  f a r  as p o s s i b l e  g e t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  
u n a f f e c t e d  by c o n v e r s a t i o n .  W e  would r e q u e s t  you n o t  t o  
d i s c u s s  your  t e s t i m o n y  o r  what w e  have shown you t o d a y ,  and 
i f  you would r e s p e c t  t h a t  r e q u e s t  it would be a p p r e c i a t e d .  
There  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  a l t hough  I t h i n k  i t  i s  somewhat 
remote ,  t h a t  you may b e  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  a C o n g r e s s i o n a l  
committee.  Some o f  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  a r e  asked  t o  come back t o  
an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  subcommittee o f  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  
Committee. You might  conce ivab ly  b e  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  some 
o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 
I f  you w e r e ,  t h i s  r e q u e s t  by us i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
would n o t  b e  a p p l i c a b l e .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1015 h o u r s ,  11 February  

11 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-356 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: FORD, James E .  SP5 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 4  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: C l e r k ,  3 1 s t  P u b l i c  
Informat ion  Detachment, wi th  t h e  11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

1. PRESS COVERAGE OF TASK FORCE BARKER AND MY LA1 . 
a .  Coverage of  Task Force Barker .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  when Task Force Barker  
deployed and s t a r t e d  having enemy c o n t a c t  it w a s  t h e  
f i r s t  real o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p u b l i c  in fo rmat ion  coverage 
i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  and t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  w a s  fol lowed c l o s e l y  
(pg. 3) . 

b.  Coverage i n  My La i .  

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he knew t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t s  
HAEBERLE and ROBERTS had been i n  t h e  Son My area a f t e r  they  
had r e t u r n e d  (pg.  4 ) .  They s t a t e d  upon t h e i r  r e t u r n  t h a t  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  had k i l l e d  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  which 
was understood a s  meaning t h e  men, women, and c h i l d r e n  
(pg. 4 ) .  They a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  w a s  k i l l e d ,  
t h e  crop d e s t r o y e d ,  and t h e  v i l l a g e  d e s t r o y e d  (pg. 7) . 
The p r e s s  r e l e a s e  was p repared  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  
had scored  a v i c t o r y  (pg.  5 ) .  

c. The op in ion  o f  ROBERTS and HAEBERLE. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  ROBERTS n o r  
HAEBERLE appeared emot iona l ly  u p s e t  (pg. 5) . H e  d i d  n o t  
recall any th ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  about  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  t h e  
release by ROBERTS, nor  anything e s p e c i a l l y  mentioned i n  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  wi th  HAEBERLE o r  ROBERTS (pg.  6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
allowed t h a t  i n  s p i t e  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  n e i t h e r  ROBERTS nor  
HAEBERLE were combat v e t e r a n s ,  they  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  from t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  wi th  emot ional  "war ' s t o r i e s "  (pg. 2 0 )  . 
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d .  F a i l u r e  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  by i n f o r m a t i o n  
~ e r s o n n e l. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  n e v e r  gave  c o n s c i o u s  
t h o u g h t  t o  r e p o r t i n g  a n y t h i n g  f o r  it seemed t o  b e  common-
p l a c e .  The w i t n e s s  f u r t h e r  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  
TOC a s  w e l l  a s  S e r g e a n t  STONICH, L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN,  and 
L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY knew t h a t  t h e r e  had  been  a b a t t l e  and many 
p e o p l e  k i l l e d ,  b u t  no  one e v e r  e x p r e s s e d  any o b l i g a t i o n  t o  
r e p o r t  a n y t h i n g  (pg .  8)  . 

e .  P h o t o a r a ~ h s  o f  Mv L a i .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  r e c a l l e d  no p i c t u r e s  
o f  My L a i  due t o  t h e  l a r g e  number o f  pho tog raphs  which were 
p r o c e s s e d  th rough  h i s  o f f i c e  (pg .  9 )  , and because  he  was n o t  
v e r y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  photography  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  ( p g s .  1 0 ,  1 2 ) .  H e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he  had  no knowledge 
o f  HAEBERLE1s p e r s o n a l  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s l i d e  p i c t u r e s  ( p g . 1 0 ) .  
There  w e r e  pho tog raphe r s  from o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  u n i t s  from 
t i m e  t o  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  w i t n e s s 1  t o u r ,  however,  h e  s t a t e d  C')

7-.-
h e  had  no p a r t i c u l a r  knowledge o f  them ( p g s .  11, 1 2 ) .  The d 
w i t n e s s  n o t e d  t h a t  some o f  t h e  pho tog raphs  on P-43 and P-70 
w e r e  r e l e a s e d  and p r i n t e d  i n  Army p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  g e n e r a l  
c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  Vietnam (pgs .21 ,  2 2 ) .  H e  added t h a t  he  had 4 
n o t  h e a r d  any ment ion  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e s  t a k e n  

-4 

a t  My La i  (pg .  2 4 ) .  H e  added t h a t  had t h e  pho tog raphs  been  
shown t o  him and t h e  s t o r y  been t o l d  t o  him, h e  f e l t  t h a t  he 
would have p r o t e s t e d  t h e  a c t i o n  a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg .  311. 

f .  P r e s s  r e l e a s e  c o n c e r n i n g  My L a i .  

The w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h e  n e v e r  h e a r d  anyone 
s t a t e  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  r e p o r t  t h e  comple te  s t o r y .  The 
r e a c t i o n  o f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  w a s  n o t  t h a t  
a n y t h i n g  p e c u l i a r  had happened (pg .  1 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  h e  f e l t  t h a t  k had  typed  up t h e  r e l e a s e  a b o u t  t h a t  
o p e r a t i o n  ( E x h i b i t  M-58), b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a n y t h i n g  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  abou t  it (pg: 1 4 )  . 
2.  KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  d e f i n i t e l y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  Br igade  h e a d q u a r t e r s  knew o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
a l t h o u g h  h e  d i d  n o t  remember any p a r t i c u l a r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
c o v e r i n g  it (pg .  1 5 ) .  H e  added t h a t  t h e r e  was no4  t a l k  a b o u t  a 
m a s s a c r e ,  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  o u t  o f  
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t h e  o r d i n a r y  (pgs .  1 5 ,  1 6 ) .  He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he never  
heard  anyone q u e s t i o n  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l n e s s  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 1 6 )  

3 .  INVESTIGATIONS OF THE INCIDENT AT MY L A I .  

The w i t n e s s  s a i d  t h a t  he was n o t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g  conducted concerning t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
i n  i s s u e  (pg. 17)  . He added t h a t  he f e l t  t h e  p roper  
pe r sonne l  o f  t h e  l l t h  Brigade s t a f f  were f a m i l i a r  wi th  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and t h a t  i f  t h e r e  shou ld  have been an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  they  should  have done i t  (pg.  1 8 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Knowledge o f  r u l e s  concerning hand l ing  o f  non-
combatants and r e p o r t i n g  of i n c i d e n t s .  

The w i t n e s s  ave r red  t h a t  he was f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  
r u l e s  f o r  hand l ing  p r i s o n e r s  and s u s p e c t s  (pgs .  17 ,  1 8 ) .  He 
d i d  n o t  appear  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  requi rements  o f  MACV 
D i r e c t i v e  20-4  (pgs.  19 ,  2 0 ) .  

b .  T r a i n i n g  on t h e  hand l ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
o f  t h e  l l t h  Brigade i n  Hawaii dehumanized t h e  men s o  t h a t  
they  had l i t t l e  r e g a r d  f o r  human l i f e  (pg. 27) . H e  added 
t h a t  p a c i f i c a t i o n ,  c i v i l  a f f a i r s ,  and counter insurgency 
were n o t  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  t a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 

NUMBER -DESCRIPTION NOTZS PAGES 


Wi tness  was n o t  1 

D-1 MACV res 20-4 f a m i l i a r  w i t h .  1 19.,20 


I 

M- 2 MACV Card "Nine Ru le s"  W i t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h .  1 17 


MACV Card "The Enemy i n  

M- 3 1 Your Hands" W i t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h .  17,-18 


W i t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

M-58 I P r e s s  Release on My La i  he  t yped  it .  1 14 


1 P r i n t s  of P-2 t h r u  I 

P-43 P-25, P-56 t h r u  P-58 Witness  examined. 1 21 


P r i n t s  of P-59 t h r u  I 

Witness  examined. 1 2 1  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1425 hours. ,  24 Janua ry  
1970.)  

I0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  S p e c i a l i s t  F i v e  James 
E.  FORD. 

(SP5 FORD was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s  :) 

A. S i r ,  my name i s  S p e c i a l i s t  F ive  James E.  FORD, 
, Headquar t e r s  and Headquar t e r s  B a t t e r y ,  40 th  

A r t i l l e r y  B r i g a d e ,  A i r  Defense,  P r e s i d i o ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  

RCDR: Thank you. 

I0 : S p e c i a l i s t  FORD, have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you u n d e r s t a n d  them, o r  have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. I unde r s t and  them, s i r ,  and I have no q u e s t i o n s .  

Q. M r .  MACCRATE, on my l e f t ,  i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  
H e ' s  v o l u n t e e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  assist 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  p r o v i d e  l e g a l  c o u n s e l  t o  u s .  
On my r i g h t  i s  Co lone l  ARMSTRONG who i s  an Army c o l o n e l  who 
has  been d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Chief  of  S t a f f  t o  
s e r v e  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- E i t h e r  o f  them may a d d r e s s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  
a f t e r n o o n .  W e  a l s o  have o t h e r  groups  such  a s  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  
l i k e w i s e  t a k i n g  t e s t imony  from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I w i l l  
have t h e  t a s k  o f  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  we igh ing  t h e  
e v i d e n c e ,  making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations.  You, b e i n g  
i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  a r e  o r d e r e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t e s t i m o n y  
h e r e  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance o f  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  as may 
be n e c e s s a r y  b e f o r e  a competent  j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  
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l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I mention t h i s  term l e g i s l a t i v e  becahse  
it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you may be  r e q u i r e d  t o  appea r  be fo re '  one 
o f  t h e  c ~ n g r e s s ~ o n a lcommittees .  The one most l i k e l y  migkt  
be t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of  t h e  House Armed Sekv ices  
Committee. Your appearance  h e r e  would i n  no way p r e c l u d 3  
you from t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  such  a body. I do  n o t  th ink"  t h a t  
you have been c i t e d  o r  c a u t i o n e d  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  
o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a k e s  v.  C a l l e y ,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Ri'ght, s ir .  

Q I d o  n o t  t h i n k  you would be o r  s h o u l d  b e ,  buv i n  
t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  you are, your  appe2arance h e r e  would i n  no-
way change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  t h e  e f f e c t  of  such an o a e r  
e i t h e r  by t h a t  m i l i t a r y  judge o r  by any o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n v o l v i n g  an i n c i d e n t  connected  w i t h  My L a i .  Do you hate' 
any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

1 < 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q- S p e ~ i a ~ l i s tFORD, would you i n d i c a t e  your  dut$ 
ass ignment  i n  mid March 1968? 

A. I w a s  i n  t h e  3 1 s t  P u b l i c  In fo rma t ion  ~ e t a c h n t g s t  
which w a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade t o  pro~' i fde 
i n f o r m a t i o n  s u p p o r t  and t o  c o v e r  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  bri-
gade from an i n f o r m a t i o n  p o i n t  o f  view. I s e r v e d  a s  a 
c l e r k - t y p i s t  a t .  t h a t  t ime .  My c h i e f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  the re4  
w a s  t o  type  up news, p r e p a r e d  news k e l e a s e s  , and a l s o  to' 
t y p e  t h e  s t e n c i l s , f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  newspaper Tr ideAt .  I Had 
t h e  MOS o f  71Q, which i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  s p e c i a l i s t ,  b u t  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  I had been p u t  t h e r e  a s  an o n - t h e - j o b - t r a i n i n g  t y p e  
t h i n g .  We had an e x c e s s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  s o  
I w a s  b e i n g  used a s  a c l e r k .  

9. Had you moved o v e r  w i t h  t h e  detachment  from 
Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' d  been a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  detachmerit 
i n  November o f  1 9 6 7 .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime  I was an 1 1 B ,  i n -
fantryman,  w i t h  C/3/1. But I had  a pk;manent p r o f i l e  a s s i g n e d  
t o  m e  i n  Hawaii which p r e c l u d e d  my s e r v i n g  a s  an in fan t ryman ,  
and I was r e c l a s s i f i e d  as a 714. 

Q- Well t h e n  how l o n g  d i d  you s e r v e  w i t h  t h e  3 1 s t  
P I 0  detachment? 
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A. From my t i m e  o f  ass ignment  i n  November o f  1967 
u n t i l  I r o t a t e d  from Vietnam i n  December o f  1968. 

Q- S i n c e  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968 
became a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a l o n g  abou t  4 o r  5 
months ago i n  September  o r  October  v i a  t h e  newspapers ,  
r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n  and s o  f o r t h ,  have you had any conver-
s a t i o n s  w i t h  anybody from t h e  3 1 s t  P I  de t achmen t ,  from t h e  
1 1 t h  Br igade ,  o r  from t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D i v i s i o n  conce rn ing  
what may have t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My L a i  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  o r  con-
c e r n i n g  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  such an i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  o f  such  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. The o n l y  p e r s o n  I t a l k e d  t o  was a guy, I d o n ' t  
even remember h i s  name now, an E-5, a Spanish  f e l l o w ,  t h a t  
I r a n  i n t o  one day  down a t  t h e  PX, who w a s  i n  t h e  1/20.  

Q Y e s .  

A. I r a n  i n t o  him r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  f u r o r  o f  
p u b l i c i t y  h i s ,  and he  saw my b r i g a d e  p a t c h  which I had 
on my f i e l d  j a c k e t  and I saw h i s  which h e  had on h i s  f i e l d  
j a c k e t .  W e  j u s t  s t a r t e d  r e m i n i s c i n g ,  l i k e  peop le  d o  when 
t h e y  run  i n t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  I a sked  him i f  h e  had h e a r d  
any th ing  abou t  t h e  massacre  and h e  d i d n ' t  seem t o  know 
a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  it r e a l l y .  But o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  
t a l k e d  t o  anybody from my u n i t  o r  anybody else from t h e  
1/20. 

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  went 
i n t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  Son Tinh on t h e  1 6 t h ?  

A. I f  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  C/1/20--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a l l  o f  
Task Force  Barker .  

A. Y e s  s i r ,  w e  d e v o t e d  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  coverage  t o  
Task Force  B a r k e r ,  because  t h i s  was r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  b r i g a d e  
had moved t o  Vietnam. U p  u n t i l  Task Force  Barker  deployed  
w e  h a d n ' t  been s e e i n g  t o o  much a c t i o n .  A s  a r e s u l t  o u r  
p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  coverage  was k i n d  o f  s l i m .  So when Task 
Force Barke r  deployed  t h e y  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  c o n t a c t  and w e  
were s e n d i n g  p e o p l e  up t h e r e  f r e q u e n t l y .  They w e r e  g e t t i n g  
c o n t a c t  and w e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  good copy o u t  of  i t .  W e  wro te  
a l o t  o f  s t u f f  abou t  Task Force  Barker .  
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Q Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  HAEBERLE 
and ROBERTS accompanied t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  when t h e y  i n i t i a t e d  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a ?  

A. I knew a f t e r  t h e y  came back t h a t  t h a t ' s  who 
t h e y  had been w i t h ,  s i r .  I knew t h e y  had gone o u t ,  and 
when t h e y  came back i n  I knew t h a t  t h e y  had been w i t h  them. 

Q W e l l  t h a t ' s  what I ' d  l i k e  you t o  do .  I ' d  l i k e  
you t o  t e l l  m e  what t h e y  t o l d  you when t h e y  came back i n .  

A. W e l l  it w a s n ' t  j u s t  t o  m e .  They came back  t o  
t h e  o f f i c e ,  I d6 r l ' t  remember whether  it was t h a t  same day 
o r  t h e  n e x t  day ,  and s a i d  t h e r e  had been a p r e t t y  b i g  
o p e r a t i o n .  They had gone t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  and wiped it o u t .  
T h a t ' s  abou t  what t h e y  s a i d .  

Q- Was t h a t  a l l  t h e y  s a i d ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e - -

Q • ( I n t e f p o s i n g )  Anybody a s k  what d i d  t h e y  mean by 
wip ing  it o u t ?  

A.  Oh, w e  a sked  and t h e y  s a i d ,  "We k i l l e d  e v e r y t h i n g  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e . "  

Q- Did anybody ask  what t h a t  meant? 

A. No, s i r .  I t h i n k  w e  unde r s tood  what t h a t  meant.  

Q- What d i d  it mean? 

A. Tha t  t h e y ' d  k i l l e d  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q *  Such a s ?  

A. Such as a l l  o f  t h e  peop le  t h a t  were i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  men, women, and k i d s .  

Q *  Y e s .  

A. Now t h e  t h i n g  abou t  it i s  w e  wro te  t h e  s t o r y  
immedia te ly .  
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Q Who 's we? 

A .  W e l l ,  I guess  J a y  ROBERTS, s i n c e  he  was a w r i t e r ,  
wro te  i t ,  and I typed  i t  up. 

Q Y e s .  

A. The r e p o r t  t h a t  went o u t  t h a t  n i g h t  I typed  up, 
and it  j u s t  seemed l i k e  a normal b a t t l e ,  because  i n  Vietnam 
t h e r e  w a s  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  as f a r  as noncombatants  went .  I f  
a woman g o t  k i l l e d ,  i t  w a s n ' t  t h a t  u n u s u a l ,  because  women 
c a r r i e d  weapqns. Women c o u l d  b e  V i e t  Cong and s o  when t h e y  
s a i d  t h e y  went i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and e n c o u n t e r e d  r e s i s t a n c e  and 
k i l l e d  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  w e  j u s t  f i g u r e d  i t  was a b a t t l e .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  any c o n n o t a t i o n  o f  massacre  was e v e r  a t t a c h e d  t o  
it. I had n e v e r  though t  t h a t  much abou t  it u n t i l  a f t e r  
e v e r y t h i n g  h i t  t h e  p a p e r s  t h i s  y e a r ,  and p e o p l e  s t a r t e d  
t a l k i n g  abou t  massacre. T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I t h o u g h t  
about  i t  i n  t h a t  c o n n o t a t i o n .  I r e a l l y  n e v e r  p i c t u r e d  
a n y t h i n g  such  a s  w e r e  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e s  i n  L i f e  magazine u n t i l-
I saw t h o s e  p i c t u r e s  i n  L i f e  magazine.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody 
else i n  t h e  o f f i c e  r e a l l y  a t t a c h e d  t h e  t e r m  massacre  t o  what 
o c c u r r e d .  I t  j u s t  seemed l i k e  a b a t t l e  i n  which t h e r e  w a s  
a h i g h  number o f  c a s u a l t i e s .  I t  was a v i c t o r y .  W e  went i n  
and s c o r e d  a v i c t o r y .  

Q- You went  i n  and k i l l e d  women and  c h i l d r e n ,  t h a t ' s  
a v i c t o r y ?  I ' m  j u s t  a s k i n g  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The p i c t u r e  
t h a t  was p r e s e n t  t h e r e  was t h a t  t h i s  was a v i c t o r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e  
made t h e  r e l e a s e .  T h a t  e l emen t s  o f  Task Force  Barker  had 
gone i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and had ,  o h ,  1 . f o r g e t  how many t h e y  
r e p o r t e d ,  a t  l e a s t  100 and someth ing  k i l l e d ,  and weapons 
c a p t u r e d .  W e  s c o r e d  a v i c t o r y .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way it w a s  
w r i t t e n  up f o r  o u r  p a p e r ,  and t h a t  was t h e  way t h e  r e l e a s e  
went o u t .  

Q What was t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of  M r .  ROBERTS, t h e n  
S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS and S p e c i a l i s t  HAEBERLE when t h e y  came 
i n ?  Were t h e y  e i t h e r  p h y s i c a l l y  o r  e m o t i o n a l l y  u p s e t  about  
t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r .  Not t h a t  I c o u l d  see. Not t h a t  I 
remember . 
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Q. You remember ROBERTS hav ing  a d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  
w r i t i n g  a n y t h i n g  and t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN might  have had 
t o  h e l p  him w r i t e  i t ?  

A. N o  sir. One t h i n g  I might b r i n g  up a t  t h i s  t i m e  
i s  t h a t  as f a r  as my r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  a n y t h i n g  
t h a t  went on i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  t h a t  I was a c l e r k - t y p i s t .  I 
typed  up f i n i s h e d  r e l e a s e s ,  p u t  them i n  a formal  format  
f o r  sendin>go u t .  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have t o o  much t o  do w i t h  
t h e  w r i t i n g  a s p e c t  o f  it. A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  up u n t i l  
t h e  v e r y  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  a f t e r  ROBERTS r o t a t e d ,  
d i d  I even g e t  i n v o l v e d  c r e a t i v e l y  i n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e .  
Up u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e  I s e r v e d  a s  a c l e r k .  A s  f a r  a s  any t h i n g  
t h a t  would have been  go ing  on w i t h  w r i t i n g  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  
went o u t  abou t  My L a i ,  I w a s n ' t  i n v o l v e d  i n  i t .  

Q- I unde r s t and  t h a t ,  b u t  s t i l l  we're n o t  t a l k i n g
abou t  a g r e a t  huge o r g a n i z a t i o n .  We're t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a 
s m a l l  group o f  p e o p l e ,  FORD, t h a t  l i v e  and work q u i t e  c l o s e l y  
t o g e t h e r .  I t ' s  n o t  l i k e ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  a d i v i s i o n  o r  some-
t h i n g  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e .  J u s t  a s m a l l  l i t t l e ,  r a t h e r  c o h e s i v e  
group o f  p e o p l e  i s n ' t  i t ,  a P I  detachment? 

A. No t h e r e  w e r e ,  I t h i n k ,  abou t  15 o r  1 6  o f  u s .  

Q. S t i l l  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s m a l l  and much more r a p p o r t  
between l e t ' s  s a y  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and t h e  noncoms and t h e  
e n l i s t e d  p e r s o n n e l  t h a n  y o u ' d  normal ly  g e t  i n  a b a t t a l i o n  
o r  i n  a b r i g a d e  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q So I mean you c o u l d  have r eason  t o  know abou t  
what ROBERTS was d o i n g ,  what HAEBERLE was d o i n g ,  and what 
t h e  o t h e r  f o l k s ,  S e r g e a n t  STONICH and L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN and 
a l l  t h e s e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  were doing?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q What t h e y  t a l k e d  abou t  and so f o r t h ,  t h i s  was 
your  mode o f  l i f e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q. But your  impress ion  when t h e y  came i n  was t h a t  
they  w e r e n ' t  t o o  ve ry  u p s e t  about  i t ?  

A. No, sir. A s  I s a i d  t h e y  j u s t  came i n  and s a i d  
t h e r e  was a b i g  b a t t l e  and everybody went back t o  work. 

Q Y e s .  

A. W e  h e a r d  about  it e v e r y ,day. 

Q. The r e p o r t  which was p repared  t h a t  n i g h t ,
fo l lowing t h a t  which was r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  TOC, t o  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  TOC, b u t  which was l a t e r  d u p l i c a t e d  from t h e  
PI0 t o  t h e  P I 0  a t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  was 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  128 VC were k i l l e d  and 2 Americans 
k i l l e d  and 3 weapons captured .  I n  t h e  main, d i d  t h a t  
e v e r  cause  any d i s c u s s i o n  around t h e  group t h a t  you were 
working w i t h ,  t h a t  o n l y  t h r e e  weapons w e r e  cap tu red?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  A s  I remember i t ,  a g a i n ,  when 
HAEBERLE and ROBERTS came back and they  mentioned t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  o n l y  t h r e e  weapons had been c a p t u r e d ,  w e  thought  
w e l l  t h a t ' s  k i n d  o f  o u t  of  p r o p o r t i o n  w i t h  t h e  number o f  
people t h a t  were k i l l e d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  any more t h a n  
t h a t  was s a i d  about  it. 

Q- Did HAEBERLE e v e r  t e l l  you t h a t  he  saw some 
bab ies  and young c h i l d r e n ,  2- and 3-years of  age s h o t  t h a t  
morning? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r ,  he j u s t  s a i d  everybody. 
They j u s t  wiped o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  H e  d i d n ' t  s a y  any th ing  
s p e c i f i c .  

Q. Did he  t e l l  you t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  was burned and 
t h a t  t h e y  k i l l e d  a l l  of t h e  c a t t l e  and a l l  t h e  p i g s  and a l l  
t h e  chickens?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Destroyed a l l  t h e  c rops?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. Told all about  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Why do you suppose somebody d i d n ' t  go o v e r  and 
r e p o r t  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. A t  t h e  
t ime and t h e  c o n t e x t  of  b e i n g  t h e r e  i n  Vietnam and h e a r i n g  
about  t h e  t h i n g s  you h e a r  about  e v e r y  day,  peop le  k i l l e d ,  and 
dy ing ,  and v i l l a g e s  b e i n g  burned ,  an imals  b e i n g  k i l l e d ,  it 
j u s t  d i d n ' t  seem t h a t  enormous. So I neve r  even though't -about 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  w a s  a r e p o r t a b l e  i n c i d e n t .  Well ,  every-
body i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  knew about  i t  a s  f a r  a s  I knew. I mean 
t h e  people  i n  t h e  TOC, t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  center . ,  t h e y  knew 
t h a t  t h e  b a t t l e  had  o c c u r r e d .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I e v e r  gave i t  
consc ious  t h o u g h t  as f a r  a s  r e p o r t i n g  any th ing  because  it 
j u s t  seemed commonplace, s ir .  

Q - I ' m  n o t  t h i n k i n g  s o  much abou t  you,  because  
y o u ' r e  n o t  r e a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  c h a i n  o t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you d i d  h e a r  t h i s .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Even s o  it would have been a f i n e  t h i n g  i f  such 
had been r e p o r t e d .  But t h e r e  were o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e r e  
t h a t  were i n  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n ,  such a s  S e r g e a n t  
STONICH and L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN and L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY. A l l  t h e s e  
peop le  must have been a p a r t y  t o  i t ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  hav ing  
t h e  knowledge t h a t  something l i k e  t h i s  took p l a c e .  I s n ' t  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  They knew what I knew, t h a t  t h e r e  had 
been a b i g  b a t t l e  and a bunch o f  peop le  had been k i l l e d ;  But 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody e v e r  e x p r e s s e d  any s o r t  of o b l i g a t i o n  
o f  r e p o r t i n g  any th ing .  

Q - Did HAEBERLE o r  ROBERTS e v e r  t e l l  you about  How 
many women and c h i l d r e n  t h e y ' d  seen  k i l l e d  t h a t  morning? 

A. No s i r ,  n o t  any f i g u r e s .  They j u s t  s a i d  t h , a t  
everybody had been  k i l l e d .  
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Q Did t h e  conversa t ion  t h e n  j u s t  d i e  o u t  and t h e  
t h i n g  was promptly f o r g o t t e n  about? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I remember, when they  came back and 
made t h e i r  remarks I d o n ' t  remember them d i s c u s s i n g  it any 
f u r t h e r  than  t h a t .  I t  w a s n ' t  any long ,  drawn o u t  t h i n g .  
I t  s o r t  o f  s l i p p e d  i n t o  c o n t e x t .  

Q I t  looks  l i k e  it s l i p p e d  more than  i n t o  c o n t e x t ,
it looks  l i k e  it s l i p p e d  i n t o  o b l i v i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you see any o f f i c i a l  d e b r i e f i n g  of  ROBERTS 
and HAEBERLE? D i d  you have a d e b r i e f i n q  procedure  where one 
of t h e  o f f i c e r s  s a t  down w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  and went over  what 
he  saw t o  review h i s  p i c t u r e s  wi th  him and t o  review t h e  
s t o r y ,  s o  t h a t  you had a somewhat formal ized  procedure f o r  
d e b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I don' t t h i n k  t h e r e  was, sir. I know I d i d n ' t  
w i tness  any th ing  o f  t h a t  s o r t .  

Q What about  t h e  review of  t h e  p i c t u r e s ?  Did you 
e v e r  g e t  a look a t  t h e  b lack  and whi te  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  came 
o u t  of  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I don' t remember, s i r .  There was s o  many 
p i c t u r e s  t h a t  came through o u r  o f f i c e .  There were r o l l s  and 
r o l l s  and r o l l s  o f  b lack  and whi te  f i l m  taken .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  
remember. Today I brought  w i t h  m e  an envelope f u l l  o f  
photographs t h a t  were done i n  o u r  photo  l a b .  They d o n ' t  
have any b e a r i n g  on My L a i ,  t h e r e ' s  no th ing  t o  do w i t h  My 
Lai  i n  h e r e .  T h e r e ' s  some o p e r a t i o n a l  p i c t u r e s  i n  h e r e .  
But I c o u l d n ' t  t a k e  one o f  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  and say  t h i s  
was t aken  i n  such and such a s  a r e a  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  such 
and such an i n c i d e n t ,  because t h e r e  was j u s t  s o  much 
S t u f f  coming through t h e r e .  

Q T h i s  w a s n ' t  a haphazard arrangement t o  develop 
p i c t u r e s .  

A. Oh, no sir .  
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Q *  I mean, t h e y  were i d e n t i f i e d  and marked w i t h  t h e  
d a t e ,  such  and such  a r o l l ,  such  and such an o p e r a t i o n ,  -so 
t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t o  where t h e y  were t a k e n ?  

A. Y e s  s ir .  The pho to  s e c t i o n  had a c l a s s i f i c a - t i o n  
system. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  how it worked. I t  w a s  something 
I t h i n k  h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  d e v i s e d .  Every one o f  t h e i r  
n e g a t i v e s  had a c e z t a i n  c o n t r o l  number o r  something on it, 
and p i c t u r e s  t h a t  were r e l e a s e d  I know had a c o n t r o l  number 
on them. I f  you knew how t o  r e a d  them you cou ld  t e l l  what 
day t h e y  were r e l e a s e d  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  But I don I remembert 

t o o  much about  it, because  I w a s n ' t  t h a t  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  it.  
Tha t  w a s  t h e  pho to  end  of  it. 

Q - How c l o s e  were you t o  HAEBERLE? 

A. I o n l y  knew him about  a t o t a l  of 4 months 
when he  r o t a t e d .  I b e l i e v e  h e  l e f t  i n  March; I ' m  n o t  
s u r e .  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  March or e a r l y  A p r i l ,  and I d i a n ' t  
r e a l l y  g e t  t o  know him. He w a s  s o r t  of a q u i e t  pe r son  
anyway. He w a s n ' t  g r e g a r i o u s .  H e  w a s n ' t  a  mixer .  

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  h i s  s l i d e  c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  Not as I remember, n o t  a s l i d e  c o l l e c t i o n .  
I knew he  took a l o t  o f  p i c t u r e s ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q- Did any o f  t h e s e  peop le  t h a t  took p i c t u r e s  witth 
t h e i r  p r i v a t e  cameras t u r n  t h o s e  p i c t u r e s  i n  f o r  u s e  by the 
PID? 

A. I t h i n k  Kevin HOWE, who was an i n f o r m a t i o n  
s p e c i a l i s t  w i t h  u s  from abou t  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  t h e  y e a r  
u n t i l  a b o u t  September on o c c a s i o n s .  H e  had a 35mm camera, 
and I t h i n k  some o f  h i s  p i c t u r e s  were p r i n t e d  and perhaps  
o t h e r s .  I d o n ' t  remember f o r  s u r e ,  because  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  
pho tographer s  had t h e  L e i c a s  l i k e  we had i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  b u t  
t h e y  d i d  c a r r y  t h e i r  own cameras w i t h  them. 

Q. Aside  from your  own photographers  d i d  you have 
pho tographer s  from USARV and MACV come up and join you 
p e r i o d i c a l l y ?  
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A. Y e s .  W e  had a team from t h e  Department of t h e  
~ r m y  s p e c i a l  pho to  group, i t ' s  a --
Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Ca l l ed  DASPO? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  i n  Hawaii. They f i lmed our  g e t t i n g  
ready t o  t o  t o  Vietnam, whi le  w e  were i n  Hawaii. 

Q- Y e s .  

A. Two, a s t i l l  photographer  and a motion p i c t u r e  
photographer accompanied us  on t h e  b o a t  o v e r ,  and I t h i n k  
they l e f t  r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  g o t  i n  coun t ry .  Then t h e y  came 
back a few weeks l a t e r  and took some f i l m s  of  us i n  t h e  
f i e l d .  I t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e  making a motion p i c t u r e  about  
t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  g e t t i n g  ready t o  deploy,  t h e i r  deployment,  
and f i r s t  s t a g e s  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  Vietnam. A f t e r  t h a t  I 
t h i n k  t h e  n e x t  o u t s i d e  photographers ,  ~ r m y  photographers ,  
we had come i n  w a s n ' t  u n t i l  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  around August, 
September, o r  October ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  W e  had a man 
come down from t h e  s i g n a l  u n i t  a t  Chu Lai  t o  s h o o t  some 
s t u f f .  Then w e  had  a guy i n  o u r  o f f i c e ,  Dave SHAW, who 
was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  e i t h e r  USARV o r  MACV s h o r t l y  a f t e r  he 
came t o  our  u n i t .  H e  was made a motion p i c t u r e  photographer  
up t h e r e .  H e  came through once o r  twice  l a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r ,  
somewhere p a s t  t h e  mid p o i n t  of  t h e  y e a r .  I don ' t 
remember e x a c t l y  when. 

I0 : L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  DASPO means Department 
of t h e  Army S p e c i a l  Photographic  Opera t ions .  

Q. Do you remember a photographer  from MACV being 
w i t h  B/4/3 d u r i n g  t h e  course  of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I c a n ' t  s a y  t h a t  I do. 

Q *  Remember now, B Company i s  from t h e  4 / 3 .  They're
p a r t  o f  Task Force Barker.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I ' m  aware of t h a t ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
remember t h e  photographer .  He may have been,  b u t  i t ' s  
s l i p p e d  my mind i f  he was. I d o n ' t  remember. 
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Q - We're concerned  abou t  him p o s s i b l y  b e i n g  khere  
w i t h  them on t h e  1 7 t h .  I f  h e  had a been w i t h  them on the-
1 7 t h ,  he  undoubtedly would have come down and t a l k e d  t o  
L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY, L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN, o r  L i e u t e n a n t  REHM? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I ' m  s u r e  h e  would have.  I j u s t  d o n ' t  
remember, s i r .  I f  I cou ld  h e a r  h i s  name maybe. 

Q W e l l  I'd. l i k e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  g i v e  you h i s  name, 
b u t  I c a n ' t .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  remember, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
remember . 
Q - Do you remember any p i c t u r e s  coming o u t  w i t h  
q u i t e  a few beach  s c e n e s  abou t  t h a t  t i m e ,  because  Bravo was 
working r i g h t  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  l i n e  a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A .  No, sir .  I d o n ' t .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you e v e r  remember members of  t h e  detachment  
coming back t o  t h e  o f f i c e  a f t e r  an o p e r a t i o n  on any o t h e r  
o c c a s i o n  and s a y i n g  t h a t  a v i l l a g e  had been wiped o u t ,  
e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  k i l l e d ?  Had you e v e r  h e a r d  t h l s  
k i n d  o f  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  so t o  speak?  

A. No, sir .  Not on a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t h e y  e v e r  came. 
back on. T h i s ,  a t  l e a s t  up u n t i l  t h i n g s  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  h o t  
around Quang Ngai C i t y  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  t h e  y e a r ,  t h i s  
t h i n g  a t  My L a i  w a s  t h e  b i g g e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  had e v e r  happened 
i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  a s  f a r  a s  number o f  enemy c a s u a l t i e s ,  K I A ,  
k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody e v e r  came i n  w i t h  
t h a t  l a r g e  o f  a r e p o r t  s i n c e .  

Q - W e l l  d i d  t h e y  e v e r  come i n  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  
t h e y  j u s t  wiped o u t  a whole v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  n u r p o r t e d  m i l i t a r y  
e x e r c i s e ,  t h e  number o f  K I A ,  VC KIA, b u t  where t h e y  were 
r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  l i t e r a l l y  o b l i t e r a t e d  t h e  a r e a ?  
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A. No, s i r .  Hootches were burned  and rice caches  
were d e s t r o y e d  and t h a t  s o r t  of  t h i n g ,  which was normal ,  b u t  
never  a whole e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  b e i n g  knocked down. 

Q. W e l l ,  were L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN and L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY around 
when HAEBERLE and ROBERTS were r e c o u n t i n g  a l l  t h i s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r .  I t  was i n  t h e  o f f i c e  and it 
was d u r i n g  working h o u r s ,  s o  I imagine t h e y  were t h e r e .  

Q Was t h e r e  any s u g g e s t i o n  by anyone, "Le t  ' s  
n o t  go overboard  on t h i s " ,  s o r t  o f  p u t t i n g  t h e  l i d  on 
what w a s  b e i n g  s a i d  o r  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  it c o u l d n ' t  have 
been as bad as a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Not i n  my p r e s e n c e ,  sir. Not t h a t  I remember. 

Q- Did you e v e r  g e t  a s u g g e s t i o n  from e i t h e r  
S p e c i a l i s t  HAEBEFGE o r  S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTSa t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
t hey  had any i d e a s  about  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  t o  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  
when t h e y  g o t  back? 

A. No, sir. No, sir.  

Q. Was t h e r e  any d i s p o s t i o n  by anyone t h e r e  t o  
p r o t e s t ,  t o  s a y  a n y t h i n g  about  t h a t  t h a t  you c o u l d  d i s c e r n ?  

A. No, sir .  Again I ' d  have t o  s a y ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
where w e  w e r e  and w i t h  t h e  day-to-day a c t i o n  t h a t  was going  
on,  it d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  such  a h o r r i b l e  t h i n g .  

9 But you 've  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was t h e  o n l y  t i m e  
you e v e r  h e a r d  such  a r e p o r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY had no unusua l  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  
j u s t  took  it as a m a t t e r  o f  cour se?  

A. There were no  unusua l  a c t i o n s  t o  t h i s  by any-
body t h a t  I can  remember, s i r .  

Q You have no  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a n y t h i n g  p e c u l i a r  about  
t h e  way i n  which S p e c i a l i s t  ROBERTS p u t  h i s  s t o r y  t o g e t h e r ?  
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A. NO,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember t h a t  much abou t  t h e  
a c t u a l  accoun t .  Task Force  Barker  went and  d i d  i t .  

Q. L e t  m e  show you E x h i b i t  M - 5 8 ,  which I g a t h e r  i s  
someth ing  you typed?  W e  have  r a t h e r  a poor  copy b u t  --

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Tha t  was o u r  s t a n d a r d  r e l e a s e  
form s o  I p r o b a b l y  d i d  t y p e  i t  s i n c e  I d i d  most o f  t h e  
t y p i n g  i n  t h e  .of f b c e .  

(Witness  examines document.)  

Q Do you remember any c o n v e r s a t i o n  abou t  f e e d i n g  
t h e  f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  i n t o  t h e  s t o r y ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  I t  was handed t o  me and he  s a i d ,  
"Here,  t y p e  t h i s  up f o r  r e l e a s e . "  I guess  t h e y  s a i d  t y p e  it i n  
s o  many c o p i e s  o r  maybe i t  was a s t e n c i l ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
remember. I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember a n y t h i n g  r e a l l y  o u t  of  t h e  
o r d i n a r y  a b o u t  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t o r y ,  abou t  how 
t h e  s t o r y  w a s  t u r n e d  o u t .  I t  was g iven  t o  m e  and I t y p e d  it. 

Q- T h i s  i s  o u r  d i f f i c u l t y .  H e r e  w e  have M r .  
ROBERTS who's  been i n .  H e ' s  t a l k e d  t o  u s ,  and he t o l d  us  
what h i s  r e a c t i o n  was back a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  what h e  had s e e n ,  
and t h e  absence  o f  any s e r i o u s  c o n t a c t  a s  h e  and HAEBERLE went 
t h rough  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  H e  comes back and i s  t o l d  t o  w r i t e  a 
s t o r y  and t o  make h e r o e s  o u t  o f  t h e  peop le  who were invb3ved 
i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  W e  see t h i s  p i e c e  t h a t  t h e n  comes o u t  o f  
it. H e  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  h e  c o u l d n ' t  b r i n g  h imse l f  t o  w r i t e  i t ,  
and t h a t  a c t u a l l y  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  came o u t  o f  it was done by 
someone else back a t  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  I t  does  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
maybe t h a t  i s  what happened. W e  d o n ' t  know, w e ' r e  t r y i n g  
t o  f i n d  o u t  how a c c u r a t e  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember a n y t h i n g  o u t  of  t h e  o r d i n a r y .  I 
c a n ' t  remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  t y p i n g  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  s t o r y .  I 
assume I d i d  because  I d i d  90  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  t y p i n g  
t h a t  was done i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  because  I was t h e  b e s t  t y p i s t .  
I f  I d i d  t y p e  i t ,  i t  was j u s t  handed t o  m e  and t h e y  s a i d ,  
"Here,  t h i s  i s  t h e  fo rma t . "  They gave m e  t h e  format  e n t i r e l y ,  
t h e y  always d i d ,  even  down t o  where t h e  b y - l i n e  i s  p l a c e d .  
They t o l d  m e  where t o  p u t  t h a t  and t h e  r e l e a s e  number and t h e  
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whole t h i n g .  I d o n ' t  remember a n y t h i n g  unusua l  abou t  it, j u s t  
t h e  s t o r y  was t u r n e d  o u t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  J a y  ROBERTS about  t h i s  a t  a 
l a t e r  t ime?  

A. N o .  A s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I saw J a y  t h e  day a f t e r  
I -got  back from Vietnam. H e ' s  been back s i n c e  September o f  1968, 
s ir .  I came back December 1968. One of  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  I 
asked him, because  I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it myself when I came 
back, was how p e o p l e  r e a c t e d .  How d i d  peop le  r e a c t  t o  you 
as a Vietnam v e t e r a n ,  and he  s a i d ,  "Well, I ' v e  l e a r n e d  j u s t  
n o t  t o  t a l k  abou t  be ing  i n  Vietnam, because peop le  r e a l l y  
d o n ' t  c a r e . "  W e  s o r t  of  dropped i t  a t  t h a t ,  and it was neve r  
brought  up. By t h a t  t i m e  it had been submerged i n  my memory. 
I d o n ' t  know abou t  h i s  memory. I d, idnVt even t h i n k  t o  ask 
him any more abou t  i t ,  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I t  j u s t  s o r t  o f  
faded  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  e v e r y  day c u r r e n t  o f  e v e n t s .  

MR MACCRATE: I w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what you s a i d  abou t  everyone 
i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  knew about  t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  what I meant w a s  everyone t h a t  was i n  a 
command and c o n t r o l  p o s i t i o n  a t  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  must 
have known about  it, because  it was a f a i r l y  b i g  o p e r a t i o n .  
T h a t ' s  why it n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  t o  me t h a t  any o f  us  i n  t h a t  
p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e  would be  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  t u r n  i n  
any sort  o f  a r e p o r t  on it, s i n c e  t h e y  a l r e a d y  knew abou t  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  I unders tand  your  p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g s  about  
t h a t ,  b u t  what I was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a f e e l  f o r ,  was j u s t  how 
much awareness  d i d  t h e r e  seem t o  be  around Duc Pho, a t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  o f  t h e  magnitude of  what w a s  go ing  on s o  f a r  as t h e  
o b l i t e r a t i o n  of  a v i l l a g e .  That  had come i n t o  your  shop.  
Was t h i s  s o r t  of  p r i v a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  P I 0  shop o r  w a s  
t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  t h a t  you h e a r d  o u t s i d e  t h e  P I 0  
shop. You were n e a r  by t h e  c h a p l a i n s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- There w e r e  o t h e r  peop le  around t h e  b a s e .  I n  
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t h e r e  any q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  
r e a l l y  how b i g  and s u c c e s s f u l  an o p e r a t i o n  it was? Can you 
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r e c a l l  a n y t h i n g  o f  t h a t  s o r t ?  

A. N o  I d o n ' t  remember a n y t h i n g  where anybody e v e r  
k e p t  it a l i v e ,  k e p t  t h e  s u b j e c t  go ing .  I t  w a s n ' t  b rough t  up 
i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  anywhere. The c l e r k s  t h a t  worked around t h e  
TOC, and everyone  t h a t  worked i n  t h e  S1  shop p robab ly  knew 
t h a t  t h e r e  had been  a  b i g  b a t t l e  and a l o t  o f  peop le  had been 
k i l l e d ,  b u t  I d o h ' t  t h i n k  anybody was going  around a s k i n g ,  
"Hey, d i d  you h e a r  abou t  t h e  massac re , "  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e r e  was a l o t  o f  
p u b l i c i t y  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  t h i s .  W e  have  i n  t h e  r e c o r d  a l -
r eady  t h e  TRIDENT t h a t  you 've  spoken a b o u t ,  t y p e d  t h e  s t e n c i l s  
f o r .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - We'vk s e e n  t h e  b i g  and glowing r e p o r t s  t h a t  
appeared  t h e r e  abou t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  Then we've 
s e e n  t h e  news s h e e t s  from t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  t h e  d a i l y  
s h e e t s ,  a s i m i l a r  r e p o r t .  Then we've s e e n  t h e  summary of  
t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  accoun t  t h a t  appea red ,  and a g a i n  a b i g  
glowing s t o r y  r e c o r d i n g  what had  gone on i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  
A t  any t i m e  d i d  you h e a r  anyone q u e s t i o n i n g  j u s t  how b i g  an 
o p e r a t i o n ,  j u s t  how s u c c e s s f u l  an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  had been? 

A. No, s i p ,  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t .  

Q N o  ode  seemed t o  b e  c r i t i c a l  abou t  it a l l ?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I can remember. I f  something came 
o u t  i n  o u r  b r i g a d e  newspaper ,  w e  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  g e t  t h a t  much 
f e e d  back on i t  anyway. I d o n ' t  even  know how many peop le  
r e a d  it. But a s  f a r  as w e  p u b l i s h e d  it t h a t  w e  k i l l e d  128  
enemy i n  a b a t t l e  by Task Force  Barker .  Nobody e v e r  came back 
t o  us s a y i n g  "Hey, t h i s  i s n ' t  t h e  way it happened ,"  o r  a n y t h i n g  
l i k e  t h a t .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember any b i g  d i a l o g u e  about  i t  
o r  any b i g  d i s c u s s i o n  abou t  i t  from anyone. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  any th ing  i n  o r  a round Duc Pho 
t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was go ing  on abou t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. NO,  s i r .  I n e v e r  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  abou t  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  any s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  any 
i n d i v i d u a l  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was a 
s u b j e c t  o f  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir .  

I0: S p e c i a l i s t  FORD, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  e n l i s t e d  
p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  S3 s e c t i o n  and t h e  S 1  s e c t i o n  knew about  it. 
A r e  you making t h i s  as a s t a t e m e n t  o f  f a c t ?  

A. No, sir .  I ' m  making t h i s  as a s t a t e m e n t  o f  
assumption because  t h e y  worked around t h e  TOC, a round t h e  
t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r  and t h e y  g o t  b a t t l e  r e p o r t s  i n  
b e f o r e  w e  d i d .  I assumed t h a t  t h e y  knew t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
a b i g  o p e r a t i o n  up t h e r e  and t h a t  a l o t  o f  peop le  had been 
k i l l e d .  

Q* Y e s ,  w e l l  I assume t h e y  d i d  know t h a t  128 were 
k i l l e d  because  t h a t  was t h e  f i g u r e  t h a t  was r e p o r t e d  on up 
t o  d i v i s i o n  b u t  I would l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  back a l i t t l e  w h i l e  
t o  see i f  you d i d  have any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  anybody from t h e  
S1  shop o r  t h e  TOC and i f  any o f  them made any comments con-
c e r n i n g  women and c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  k i l l e d  t h i s  day? 

A No, sir .  

Q. L e t  m e  have t h e  two c a r d s  "Nine Rules"  and "Know 
Your Enemy. " 

I0: I ' m  n o t  g o i n t  i n t o  a l o n g  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h i s ,  b u t  
i t ' s  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  MACV had v e r y  d e f i n i t e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  
n o t  o n l y  d e f i n i t e  b u t  v e r y  s t r o n g  and p o s i t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  
on t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  noncombatants  and t h e  t r e a t m e n t  t o  be 
o f f e r e d  noncombatants .  These were p u t  o u t  a l l  t h rough  t h e  
c h a i n  o f  command. One o f  t h e  means which t h e y  had o f  g e t t i n g  
it down t o  a l l  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  l i n e  and a l l  s o l d i e r s  th rough-  
o u t  t h e  command w e r e  th rough t h e  use  o f  some c a r d s  which were 
d i s t r i b u t e d .  I ' m  s u r e  you remember t h e  "Nine Rules"  c a r d  f o r  
example? 

A. 
m a t t e r  o f  

Y e s ,  
f a c t .  

sir .  I s t i l l  have them on my pe r son  a s  a 

Q =  You'd a l s o  remember a n o t h e r  c a r d  ( E x h i b i t  M - 3 )  . 
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I t h i n k  a c o u p l e  t h i n g s  h e r e  a r e  v e r y  p e r t i n e n t ,  where i t  
c i t e s  f i v e  r u l e s .  I t  s a y s ,  "Mis t r ea tmen t  of  any c a p t i v e  i s  a 
c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e .  Every s o l d i e r  i s  p e r s o n a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
t h e  enemy i n  h i s  hands . "  T h a t  i s  r u l e  number t h r e e .  I t  goes  
on t o  s a y  i n  r u l e  number f i v e ,  " A l l  p e r s o n s  i n  your  hands ,  
whe the r  s u s p e c t s ,  c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  combat c a p t i v e s ,  must be pro-  
t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  v i o l e n c e ,  i n s u l t s ,  c u r i o s i t y  and r e p r i s a l s  o f  
any k i n d . "  You s e e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Now t h e s e  were t h e  r u l e s  t h a t  w e r e  i n  e f f e c t  f o r  
you. They w e r e  i n  e f f e c t  f o r  m e .  And t h e y  were i n  e f f e c t  f o r  
everybody e lse .  So t o  s a y ,  "We wiped o u t  a v i l l a g e ,  noncombat-
a n t s ,  o l d  men, women, c h i l d r e n ,  b a b i e s .  W e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  
houses .  W e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  c r o p s .  W e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  an imals !"  
T h i s  o b v i o u s l y  f i t s  w i t h i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  d o e s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. W e l l  t h i s  i s  t h e  t h i n g  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  
now. How p e o p l e  from o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  Task F o r c e ,  such  a s  
HAEBERLE and  ROBERTS coming back t o  g r o u p s ,  commands, o r  
de tachments  such  a s  y o u r s ,  how t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  and why t h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  n o t  r e p o r t e d  th rough  t h e  p r o p e r  c h a i n  o f  
command where someth ing  c o u l d  have been done a b o u t  i t ?  
You're  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  c a r d  I b e l i e v e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Was n o t  your  de tachment  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  
t h e s e  and d i s t r i b u t i n g  them w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know t h e y  w e r e n ' t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  S3 
h a n d l e d  a l l  t h a t ,  s ir .  Again ,  I w a s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  them. 
C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e r e  i s  no  excuse  f o r  n o t  b e i n g  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
them. But it was s t i l l  my f e e l i n g  t h a t  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
knew abou t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and a s  f a r  a s  I knew, knew what had 
o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I f  t h e r e  was any r e a s o n  f o r  an i n v e s -
t i g a t i o n  t o  b e  made, t h e y  would have  ?one it. The c o n s c i o u s  
t h o u g h t  d i d n ' t  g o  th rough  my mind t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h o u l d  
be  made, f i r s t  o f  a l l .  But i t  was my f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e y  would 
have done t h e  job s i n c e  i t  was t h e i r - -
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you h e a r  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
e v e n t s ,  and you a r e  a p r e t t y  young, and o b s e r v a n t ,  and a 
quick-minded young man, d i d  you h e a r  t h a t  one o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t s  had o b s e r v e d  what was go ing  on and t h a t  h e  had r e p o r t e d  
t h i s ?  T h a t  h e  was j u s t  hopping mad? 

A. No s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  I h e a r d  about  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  was what I r e a d  i n  t h e  p a p e r s .  That  was 
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I'd e v e r  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  abou t  t h a t .  Before  
t h i s  y e a r  when t h i s  a l l  came o u t  i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  I ' d  n e v e r  
h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  anybody t h i n k i n g  a n y t h i n g  untoward had 
happened. They s a y  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON made an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I ' m  s u r e .  I neve r  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  about  i t  and 
it w a s n ' t  d i s c u s s e d .  I t  w a s n ' t  common knowledge anywhere I 
was t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  any s o r t  were b e i n g  made. 

Q - Y e s ,  b u t  you see, what you 've  t o l d  M r .  MACCRATE, 
Co lone l  ARMSTRONG and myself  i s  t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  a t  
least  w i t h i n  your  de tachment ,  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  women, c h i l d r e n ,  
and noncombatants  was j u s t  a common t h i n g  and nobody p a i d  any 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t .  I t ' s  p a r t  o f  what we're supposed t o  do.  I 
have a h a r d  t i m e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h i s .  I ' v e  heen t r a i n e d  
d i f f e r e n t l y ,  I ' v e  been t a u g h t  t o  t h i n k  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  and I 
would be s u r e  t h a t  t h e  peop le  w i t h i n  I F i e l d  F o r c e ,  t h a t  I 
was i n  command o f ,  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  I 
commanded p r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  t h e r e  w a s  no q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e i r  mind 
abou t  what w e  w e r e  supposed t o  do. To f i n d  someth ing  
d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t ,  I f i n d  i t  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  
t o  be  v e r y  h o n e s t .  May I have MACV R e g u l a t i o n  20-4, j u s t  t o  
c i t e  you what t h i s  r e a l l y  means. 

T h i s  i s  e n t e r e d  a s  E x h i b i t  D - 1 .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  
it i s  e n t i t l e d ,  " I n s p e c t i o n s  and I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  War Crimes." 
I ' d  c a l l  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  pa rag raph  2 on page 1, and I w i l l  
s h i f t  you o v e r  t o '  pa rag raph  5a  on page 2. 

You w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  i t  s a y s ,  " A l l  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  
hav ing  knowledge o r  r e c e i v i n g  a  r e p o r t  of  an i n c i d e n t  o r  o f  
an a c t  t h o u g h t  t o  be  a war c r ime ; "  and it s a y s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  
t h e  second s e n t e n c e ,  "Pe r sonne l  pe r fo rming  i n v e s t i g a t i v e ,  
i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  p o l i c e ,  p h o t o g r a p h i c ,  g rave  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  o r  
med ica l  f u n c t i o n s ,  as w e l l  a s  t h o s e  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  enemy, 
w i l l ,  i n  t h e  normal c o u r s e  o f  t h e i r  d u t y ,  make e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  
d e t e c t  t h e  commission o f  w a r  crimes and w i l l  r e p o r t  t h e  
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e s s e n t i a l  f a c t s  t o  t h e i r  commanding o f f i c e r . "  You s e e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. T h i s  w a s  f o r  m e .  I t  was f o r  you. I t  was f o r  
everybody.  Gran ted ,  you were s i t t i n g  on t h e  s i d e l i n e .  But 
why t h i s  d i d n ' t  come o u t  w i t h  peop le  such  a s  HAEBERLE and' 
ROBERTS coming back  t o  a detachment  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e i r  s e n i o z s .  
Look a t  t h e  s e n i o r s  t o  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  were t h e r e .  
STONICH, r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  si.r. 

Q L i e u t e n a n t  REHM? 

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q. L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q = L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- You've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a l l  of  t h o s e  peop le  knew 
abou t  t h i s .  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know, y e s  s i r .  

Q- A s  f a r  a s  you know. Y e t  w e  g e t  n o t  one word of 
t h i s  b e i n g  r e p o r t e d  t o  anybody. T h i s  i s  t h e  p a r t  t h a t  I f i n d  
a b s o l u t e l y  incomprehens ib l e .  L e t  m e  ask you one o t h e r  t h i n g .  
When t h e y  came i n  and were t a l k i n g  abou t  a l l  t h i s ,  " W e  wiped 
out--we saw t h i s  v i l l a g e  wiped o u t ,  " meaning w e  l e v e l e d  t h e  
p l a c e ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  impress ion  you w e r e  g iven?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Did t h e y  s a y ,  "Yeah, w e  g o t  a l o t  o f  p i c t u r e s  
abou t  t h i s  t h i n g ,  t o o , "  o r  something t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I knew t h a t  Ron had h i s  
cameras and t h a t  he  must have t a k e n  p i c t u r e s .  H e  d i d  t a k e  
p i c t u r e s .  
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Q *  Did h e  s a y ,  w e l l  w e  q o t  p i c t u r e s  o f  a l l  t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r .  I j u s t  knew t h a t  t h e y  took  p i c t u r e s .  I 
c a n ' t  s a y  t h a t  I knew J a y  took  p i c t u r e s ,  because  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  J ay  even had a camera o r  n o t .  But I know Ron had h i s  
camera. 

Q *  W e l l  h e  w a s  a w r i t e r ,  he  w a s n ' t  a pho tographe r .  

A. No, s i r .  I knew p i c t u r e s  were t a k e n  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember anybody s a y i n g ,  "Well ,  w e  g o t  p i c t u r e s  o f  a l l  t h i s . "  

. 	 MR MACCRATE: Did t h e y  e v e r  i n d i c a t e ,  when t h e y  b r o u g h t  o u t  
some p i c t u r e s  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  p i c t u r e s  t a k e n  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  them b r i n g -  
i n g  them i n  and s o r t  o f  showing them around? 

A. No, s i r .  There was s o  many p i c t u r e s  deve loped  
i n  t h e r e  t h a t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  ones  
t h a t  w e  t ook  o u t  t h e r e ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- I have h e r e  E x h i b i t s  P-70 and P-43 which are 
t a k e n  from two r o l l s  o f  f i l m  t a k e n  t h a t  day by HAEBERLE. I 
wonder i f  you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any o f  t h o s e ?  

(Witness  examines t h e  two pho tographs . )  

A. I j u s t  want t o  make r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  one p i c -  

t u r e  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  p h o t o ) .  


I0 : Y e s .  

A. I t h i n k  I ' v e  g o t  it i n  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  enve- 

l o p e  which was i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  w i t n e s s ) .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  


Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A. But t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  I b r o u g h t  w i t h  m e ,  
S p e c i a l i s t  MACHUSICK asked  m e  t o  b r i n g  any p i c t u r e s  t h a t  I 
migh t ' ve  had w i t h  m e ,  and t h e s e  are t h e  ones  t h a t  were g i v e n  
m e  by t h e  pho to  l a b .  

(The I0 examines pho tos  b rough t  i n  by t h e  w i t n e s s . )  
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A. I ramember t h a t  p i c t u r e .  

Q- Y e s .  

A. If I ' m  n o t  mi s t aken ,  t h i s  p i c t u r e  ( E x h i b i t  P-11) o f  
them p u t t i n g  t h e  guy i n  t h e  medevac chopper  and t h i s  p i c t u r e  
r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  one o f  t h e  p h o t o s  which h e  b r o u g h t  i n )  
t h e y  had  been  p r i n t e d  a l l  t h r o u g h o u t  Vietnam. They were made 
p a r t  o f  a news r e k e a s e  t h a t  went o u t  on medica l  e v a c u a t i o n  pro-
c e d u r e s .  I t  may have  even  been  p r i n t e d  i n  The S t a r s  and S t r i p e s .  
I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  i t  was p r i n t e d  i n  The-
MACV Obse rve r  and  The USARV R e p o r t e r .  

MR MACCRATE: Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e l e a s e  t h a t  it 
w a s n ' t  even  a medevac h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. N o ,  sir. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I t  was j u s t ,  you 
know, medevac. . 
Q Were t h e r e  any i n d e x i n g  o f  t h e s e ?  

A.  No, sir. They were j u s t  a bunch o f  p i c t u r e s  that 
were p r i n t e d  up t h a t  t h e y  had  a round t h e  o f f i c e .  They s a i d  
t o  t a k e  y o u r  p i c k ,  when w e  g o t  r eady  t o  l e a v e .  

10: Who i s  t h i s  o f f i c e r  ( i n d i c a t i n g  p h o t o  b r o u g h t  b y  
w i t n e s s )  ? 

A. T h a t ' s  C o l o n e l  FRANKLIN who a t  t h e  t i m e  was t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  commander o f  t h e  3/1 and was s u b s e q u e n t l y  made 
depu ty  commander a t  b r i g a d e .  

Q Y e s .  

A. T h a t  w a s  t a k e n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  t h e  y e a r ,  sometime. 

Q *  D o  you know where t h a t  one was t a k e n  ( i n d i c a t i n g
a n o t h e r  pho to  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  w i t n e s s ) ?  

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q- O r  t h i s  one ( i n d i c a t i n g  a n o t h e r  pho to  i n  p o s s e s s i o n
o f  w i t n e s s  1 ? 

A. No, sir. I don ' t know where t h e y  w e r e .  

Q- I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e s e  t h a t  w e  
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need. W e  a p p r e c i a t e  v e r y  much your  b r i n g i n g  t h e s e  i n .  

(The photographs  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  w i t n e s s  
were n o t  r e c e i v e d  i n  ev idence .  ) 

A. I r e c o g n i z e d  t h i s  one  o f f  t h e  c o n t a c t s ,  s i r ,  and 
t h o s e  d u s t o f f  p i c t u r e s  were made p a r t  of  a p h o t o  r e l e a s e .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you look  a t  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
e x h i b i t s )  ? 

A. These ,  s i r ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  T h a t ' s  t h e  one  t h a t ' s  g o t  t h i s  p i c t u r e  
on it, t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  man l o o k i n g  i n t o  t h e  hoo tch .  

Q *  You remember s e e i n g  t h e  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r  
p u t t i n g  t h e  l i g h t  t o  t h e  hoo tches?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I remember t h a t .  

Q Did it o c c a s i o n  any comment? 

A. No, s i r .  I had always h e a r d  abou t  p e o p l e  b u r n i n g  
down enemy h o o t c h e s  y e a r s  b e f o r e  I e v e r  came, t o  Vietnam, 
b e f o r e  I came i n  t h e  Army. They d i d  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  I g o t  
some s l i d e s  a t  home o f  some hoo tches  b u r n i n g  a l o n g  s i d e  o f  a 
road where t h e r e  had been some f i r e  drawn o r  someth ing  l i k e  
t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  We'd j u s t  been 
d r i v i n g  u p  t h e  road  and t h e y  were b u r n i n g ,  s o  I s topped  and 
took p i c t u r e s  o f  them. 

I0 : Did anybody e v e r  a sk  anybody any q u e s t i o n s  about  
t h a t  p i c t u r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  P-16)? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q. Showing some m a t e r i a l  s t a c k e d  on t h e  b o d i e s  b u r n i n g
and a n o t h e r  body l a y i n g  on t h e  po rch  and p o s s i b l y  a t h i r d  body 
f u r t h e r  down t h e  porch?  

A. T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I e v e r  n o t i c e d  it. I n e v e r  
even n o t i c e d  t h e  body b e f o r e .  
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(Wi tness  examines  E x h i b i t  P-16.) 

N o ,  I d i d n ' t  e v e r  n o t i c e  t h a t  i n  t h e  c o n t a c t  s h e e t ,  
s i r .  T h a t ' s  what  t h a t  was.  I g u e s s  nobody e v e r  s a i d  a n y t h i n g  
abou t  it. 

Q- I t  shows v e r y  c l e a r l y  t h e r e  though? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Q u i t e  c l e a r l y .  I f  I had s e e n  t h i s  
p r i n t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  a l o t  o f  comment would have  been  made. 
But I n e v e r  even  n o t i c e d  t h i s  b e f o r e .  

Q. Who rev i ewed  t h e  f i l m  a s  t h e y  were p r o c e s s e d ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I g u e s s  I c a n ' t  g u e s s ,  i t  would be  wrong, 
But w e  had t h r e e  l i e u t e n a n t s ,  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY was t h e  i n f o r -
mat ion  o f f i c e r  and L i e u t e n a n t  REHM and L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN e a c h  
w e r e ,  one w a s  t h e  p r e s s  o f f i c e r  and one was t h e  command 
i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  The p r e s s  o f f i c e r  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
p u b l i c  news r e l e a s e s ,  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  went  o u t  o f  t h e  o f f i c e ,  
s o  I assume t h e  p r e s s  o f f i c e r  was t h e  o n e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  re-
member who w a s  p r e s s  o f f i c e r .  And I ' m  s u r e  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY 
s a w  them s o  d i d  S e r g e a n t  STONICH p r o b a b l y .  

Q- Now w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  you had s o  many p i c t u r e s  
t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  p o s s i b l y  l ook  a t  a l l  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l  t h e r e  w e r e  q u i t e  a few,  $ 
don1t t h i n k  t h e r e  was any fo rma l  s y s t e m  o f  r e v i e w i n g  e v e r y  
r o l l  t h a t  was s h o t .  Now a g a i n  i t ' s  j u s t  c o n j e c t u r e ,  b u t  
p r o b a b l y  what  happened was t h e  p h o t o g r a p h e r  would s a y ,  
"Here ,  I ' v e  g o t  t h e s e  c o n t a c t  s h e e t s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  s t o r y  
you1re w r i t i n g .  Take a l ook  a t  them. " And somebody would 
l ook  a t  them, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was a n y t h i n g  l i k e  a 
f o r m a l  sys t em o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  w e r e  t a k e n  
and deve loped .  

Q T h i s  c a u s e s  m e  t o  r a i s e  a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  Who was r e a l l y  r u n n i n g  t h i s  PIO, o r  t h e  3 1 s t  PID? 
I g e t  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  i t  was s o r t  o f  a l o o s e  s o r t  o f  con-
g l o m e r a t i o n  o f  t h i n g s  w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY b e i n g  gone most 
o f  t h e  t i m e  o v e r  i n  t h e  S1 s h o p ,  and nobody r e a l l y  hav ing  
p o s i t i v e  d i r e c t i o n  and c o n t r o l  o f  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  t h a t  
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time. 

A. W e l l  t h i s  occur red  3 months a f t e r  we g o t  i n  
country.  W e  moved t w i c e ,  and w e  were busy b u i l d i n g  o u r  o f f i c e  
f o r  one t h i n g .  Things were s o r t  of  s c a t t e r - s h o t  and haphazard 
t h e  way t h e y  d i d  g e t  done. I b e l i e v e  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN c l o s e l y  
superv i sed  t h e  b r i g a d e  newspaper T r i d e n t ,  a s  f a r  as what went 
i n t o  it. Then o f  course  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY reviewed it b e f o r e  
it went o u t  o f  o u r  shop. 

Q Was t h e r e  some c o n f l i c t  i n  h e r e  between t h e  
o f f i c e r s  and between t h e  o f f i c e r s  and some of  t h e  e n l i s t e d  
personnel  and s o  on,  s o  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  have a cohes ive  
body? 

A. No s ir ,  You know, w e  a l l  worked t o g e t h e r .  I 
t h i n k  a s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  t h e r e  may have been p e r s o n a l i t y  
c o n f l i c t s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  e v e r  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  pro-
duc t ion .  I t  seemed t o  me w e  d i d  t u r n  o u t  q u i t e  a number of  
r e l e a s e s  w h i l e  w e  were o v e r  t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  y e a r .  W e  
had a l o t  of  s t u f f  p r i n t e d  i n  a l l  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o v e r  t h e r e ,  
s o  t h e  job was g e t t i n g  done. Now a s  f a r  a s  command and con-
t r o l  procedures  w e  k e p t ,  a t  f i r s t  it w a s n ' t  probably  a l l  i t  
should  have been, because w e  w e r e  busy doing s o  many t h i n g s  
a t  one t i m e .  Somebody would s a y  "Do t h i s  : I t  and it would g e t  
done and go o u t ,  b u t  it was s t i l l  c o a l e s c i n g .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you have any i n k l i n g  t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  
HAEBERLE had a r o l l  o f  p r i v a t e  f i l m  t h a t  was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  from what he had t u r n e d  i n ?  

A. No, sir .  I knew he  had h i s  own camera, because  
he c a r r i e d  h i s  own camera wi th  him every  where h e  went. 

Q D i d  he  e v e r  i n d i c a t e  what h i s  o b j e c t i v e  was w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  camera, t h e  p i c t u r e s  he  was t a k i n g  wi th  i t ?  

A. No, sir .  I assumed they  w e r e  j u s t  p i c t u r e s ;  you 
know, l i k e  peop le  c a r r y  a camera w i t h  them and t a k e  p i c t u r e s .  

Q Did he  e v e r  i n d i c a t e  he  had a s t o r y  h e  wanted t o  
t e l l  o r  some theme t h a t  he  was t r y i n g  t o  develop? 

A. No, s i r .  
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Q H e  n e v e r  s u g g e s t e d  a n y t h i n g  t o  you a s  t o  why h e  
would t a k e  what a r e  r e a l l y  some o f  t h e  g o r i e s t ,  most shock ing  
o f  p i c t u r e s  and  j u s t  p u t  them away f o r  many many months? 

A.  I d i d n ' t  even  know h e  had t a k e n  t h e  p i c t u r e s .  I 
assume you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  ones  i n  L i f e ?  

Q .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  a r e  a number more t h a t  h e  h a s .  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  o n l y  ones  I ' v e  e v e r  s e e n  a r e  t h e  ones 
t h a t  were i n  L i f e  and I neve r  even  knew t h a t  h e  had t a k e n  t h o s e  
p i c t u r e s  u n t i l s a w  them i n  L i f e  magazine.  I t h i n k  t h e r e  
was a copy o f  t h o s e  i n  The ~ l x a n dP l a i n  D e a l e r ,  t o o .  
There  were s o m e  b l a c k  and w h i t e  s h o t s  i n  t h a t .  I r e a d  about  
t h e  s t o r y  i n  The San F r a n c i s c o  C h r o n i c l e  t h e  day a f t e r  i t  was 
p r i n t e d ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  see t h o s e  s h o t s  The C leve land  P l a i n  
Dea le r  had.  Then I saw t h e  one i n  L i f e  magazine,  b u t  up 
-that t i m e  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  heh-ad any t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  
I n e v e r  knew a t  any t i m e  up u n t i l  t h a t  t ime t h a t  h e  might 
have had any s o r t  o f  d e s i g n s  o r  a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  do ing  t h e  
job  t h a t  h e  was o v e r  t h e r e  t o  do.  

Q L e t  m e  a s k  you a h a r d  q u e s t i o n .  You s t r i k e  me  a s  
b e i n g  a h i g h l y  i n t e l l i g e n t  man pe r fo rming  a d u t y  i n  t h e  P I 0  
shop and w i t h  a conce rn  abou t  t h i n g s .  What c o u l d  t h e  Army 
have s a i d  t o  you,  t h a t  it d i d n ' t  s a y  t o  you t h a t  might  have 
l e a d  you t o  r e a c t  d i f f e r e n t l y  when t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  came i n t o  
your  hands? O r  pe rhaps  a l i t t l e  more f a i r l y ,  s i n c e  I re-
cogn ize  your  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  P I 0  shop,  t h a t  you t h i n k  might  
have had a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  e f f e c t  upon HAEBERLE, upon 
ROBERTS, f e l l o w s  who had  p e r s o n a l  knowledge, o r  upon t h o s e  
t o  whom t h e y  w e r e  b r i n g i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ?  Do you, f rom. 
your  p o i n t  o f  view, have any s u g g e s t i o n s  a s  t o  how t h e  job ,  
w i t h  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  h i n d s i g h t ,  c o u l d  have been b e t t e r  done? 
How t o  g e t  t h e  word a c r o s s  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  r u l e s  of  t h e  
game and t h e y  are s e r i o u s l y  i n t e n d e d  and t h a t  when t h e y  a r e  
promulgated t h e y  are i n t e n d e d  t o  be what r e g u l a t e s  t h e  show? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  you would have t o  t a k e  a look 
a t  t h e  e n t i r e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Br igade .  You'd have t o  t a k e  a 
look  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  from t h e  t i m e  it ~ T Sformed i n  Hawaii 
and when t h e y  s t a r t e d  t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii .  I came t o  t h e  
b r i g a d e  7 months b e f o r e  w e  deployed .  I came t h e r e  i n  May o f  
1967. I s p e n t  7 months i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  6 months w i t h  an 
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i n f a n t r y  l i n e  company and one month w i t h  t h e  P I  detachment 
be fo re  w e  deployed.  Granted,  people  have t o  be t r a i n e d  f o r  
t h e  job t h e y ' r e  doing and i n  t h i s  c a s e  t o  be infantrymen i n  
Vietnam, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody r e c e i v e d  any f i n e r  t r a i n i n g ,  
t a c t i c a l l y ,  t h a n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade r e c e i v e d  wh i l e  t hey  w e r e  i n  
~ a w a i i .  But I t h i n k  t h a t  from t h e  t i m e  t hey  organized  and 
s t a r t e d  t r a i n i n g  and were deployed t o  Vietnam t h a t  people  w e r e  
j u s t  t o o  ha rd  b i t t e n  about  e v e r y t h i n g  they  d i d .  I t  seemed t o  
m e  t h e  a t t i t u d e  I t h i n k  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  a t  l e a s t  t h e  e n l i s t e d  
s o l d i e r s  on my l e v e l  had i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  was t h a t  t h e  prime, 
impor tan t  t h i n g  was t o  g e t  t h e  job done no m a t t e r  what it took 
t o  g e t  t h e  job done. I f  your  commander s a i d  t h a t  your  miss ion 
is t o  do such and such ,  you d i d  it and t h a t ' s  a l l .  No 
q u e s t i o n s  asked.  You performed your  miss ion .  And you per-  
formed it a s  q u i c k l y  as p o s s i b l e ,  i n  t h e  manner as c l o s e  t o  
what your commander wanted you t o  do a s  p o s s i b l e ,  and no 
f u r t h e r  consequences w e r e  cons idered .  The f i r s t  month I was 
i n  Hawaii I w a s  an l l B l O  in fan t ryman,  I h e l d  down t h e  s l o t  
of au tomat ic  r i f l e m a n  i n  a f i r e  t e a m  i n  t h i s  company I w a s  
i n .  A f t e r  t h a t  I became a c l e r k ,  because they  needed one,  
b u t  t h o s e  f i r s t  3  weeks we s p e n t  3 t o  4 days  e v e r y  week i n  
t h e  f i e l d  i n  t h e  Kahuku Mountains i n  Hawaii,  which very  
c l o s e l y  resemble t h e  jungle  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Vietnam. I t  was 
d i f f i c u l t ,  ha rd  t e r r a i n ,  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i g h t  through.  The 
impress ion I g o t  was t h e  commander d i d n ' t  c a r e  t h a t  you might 
have r e a l l y  been mise rab le  and g r a n t e d  t h a t  f e e l i n g  miserab le  
d o e s n ' t  come i n t o  account  when you want t o  accomplish your  
miss ion ,  b u t  I t h i n k  they  went j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o o  f a r .  I t  
seemed l i k e  i n  e v e r y t h i n g  you d i d ,  t h e  miss ion was of  prime 
importance and t h e  man was of  secondary importance every  
t i m e .  Any t i m e  it came Upr t h e  man w a s  o f  secondary importance.  
I t h i n k  because of  t h i s  t h a t  eve ry  man i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade,  
by t h e  t ime he  had g o t  t o  Vietnam, he  had a s  l i t t l e  consid-
e r a t i o n  f o r  o t h e r s  as t h e  h i g h e r  ups seemed t o  have f o r  him. 
So i f  t h i s  t e r r i b l e  t h i n g  happened, as t h e  pape r s  s ay  it 
happened and t h e  p u b l i c  r e p o r t s  s a y  it happened, I t h i n k  
t h a t  one reason  why it cou ld  have happened i s  because t h e s e  
men had been t a u g h t  n o t  t o  have a r e a l l y  supe r  r e s p e c t  f o r  
human l i f e  a s  t h e y  shou ld  have had. 

9- Did you have e i t h e r  in -count ry  o r  o t h e r  t r a i n i n g  
t h a t  was d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  
miss ion i n  Vietnam, t h e  k ind  o f  s p e c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  you run  
i n t o  w i t h  p a c i f i c a t i o n  programs, w i t h  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which you 
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were o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  a very unusual  k ind  of  combat o p e r a t i o n s ,  
w i t h  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  a l l  around where you were t r y i n g  t o  win 
o v e r  t h o s e  t h a t  w e r e ,  under VC c o n t r o l ,  t h e  importance of 
b r i n g i n g  some more o v e r  t o  t h e  GVN s i d e .  Was t h e r e  any focus  
of  t h i s  s o r t  a t  a l l ,  s o  t h a t  you g o t  a r e a l  consc iousness  of 
t h e  p e c u l i a r  k i n d  o f  combat o p e r a t i o n  you were going on? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was. I n  Hawaii t h e  
emphasis w a s  on t a c t i c a l  combat o p e r a t i o n s  th roughout .  W e l l ,  
t h ey  had b locks  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  c lassroom b locks  of  i n s t r u c -
t i o n  whi le  w e  were i n  Hawaii e v e r y  week. I t h i n k  perhaps  dur-
i n g  t h a t  t ime one of  t h o s e  b locks  of  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h e y  might 
have s a i d  something about  p a c i f i c a t i o n  and about  t h e  S5Is  
f u n c t i o n ,  c i v i l  a f f a i r s .  But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  an a c t i v e  
p a r t  of  t h e  t a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  though. They h e a v i l y  emphasized 
combat o p e r a t i o n s .  

MR MACCRATE: Did .you  know anyone i n  t h e  S5 o p e r a t i o n  a t  b r i -
gade? 

A.  There w a s  a c a p t a i n ,  and I don1t remember h i s  name. 

Q - Capta in  KESHEL? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Lieu tenan t  WADSWORTH? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t  remember him, b u t  I knew t h e r e  was an 
S5 shop and I t h i n k  t h e y  had two e n l i s t e d  men working f o r  them 
t o o ,  f o r  a wh i l e  anyway. I knew they  went down t o  Duc Pho t o  
t h e  orphanage and he lped  t h o s e  people  o u t  down t h e r e .  I t h i n k  
they  b u i l t  something f o r  t h e  orphanage,  a schoo l  o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t  a f t e r  w e  g o t  i n  count ry .  One t h i n g  I remember i s  
t h e y  had a v o l l e y b a l l  game down town one t i m e ,  took men from 
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  1 1 t h  Brigade and t h e y  went down town and p layed  
v o l l e y b a l l  w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you e v e r  g e t  any feedback from t h e  S5 as t o  
t h e  a t t i t u d e  towards c i v i l  a f f a i r s  w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ?  

A.  No, s ir .  Not t h a t  I remember. 

COL ARMSTRONG: You had,  as f a r  as you a r e  concerned,  r e a l l y  
no formal  counte r insurgency  t r a i n i n g ?  

(No response . )  
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D o  you know t h e  term c o u n t e r i n s u r g e n c y  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  But t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  hazy i n  my 
mind. You mean c i v i l  a f f a i r s  o r  p a c i f i c a t i o n ?  

Q N o ,  n o t  r e a l l y .  I mean t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  
r i f l e  companies and what t h e y  are supposed t o  do o u t  i n  
t h i s  k i n d  o f  s i t u a t i o n ,  h a n d l i n g  t h e  enemy and t r y i n g  t o  
win p e o p l e  o v e r  t o  o u r  s i d e ?  I t  i s  a  v e r y  fo rma l  t r a i n i n g  
program t h a t  h a s  been  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  Army f o r  t h e  l a s t  
7 t o  8 y e a r s  t h a t  I p e r s o n n a l l y  know o f .  

A. W e l l ,  a g a i n ,  s p e a k i n g  from p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
t h i s  3 weeks t h a t  I s p e n t  a s  an  in fan t ryman  i n  Hawai i ,  and 
g r a n t e d  t h i s  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d  and o n l y  3 weeks,  3 i n s t a n c e s  
of  go ing  t o  t h e  f i e l d .  W e  s i m u l a t e d  go ing  i n t o  a v i l l a g e  
once i n  t h a t  3 weeks.  A l l  I remember i s  w e  set  up a cor -
don and swept  t h rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e n  moved on o u t  
and set  up  p o s i t i o n s  someplace e lse .  T h a t ' s  a l l  w e  d i d .  
But t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  coming i n  and s e a r c h i n g  
peop le  and t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g ,  o r  t a l k i n g  t o  them, o r  
a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  A f t e r  w e  swept  t h rough  t h e y  took  one 
squad of  p e o p l e  and  t h e y  assumed t h e  a g g r e s s o r  role.  They 
h i d  o u t  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  and w e  w e r e  supposed  t o  t r y  t o  f i n d  
o u t  where t h e y  were. But t h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  happened.  

Q *  T h i s  w a s  a l l  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  a s  you e x p l a i n e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q L e t ' s  go  back t o  HAEBERLE and ROBERTS. When t h e y  
came o f f  t h i s ,  had  t h e y  been  o u t  on t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  b e f o r e ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  remember. T h i s  might  have been .  I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  remember. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  was t h e i r  f i r s t  f i e l d  
o p e r a t i o n .  I f  it w a s n ' t ,  it c o u l d n ' t  have been  more t h a n  
t h e i r  s econd  o r  t h i r d  t i m e  t h a t  t h e y  had been  o u t .  

Q- N e i t h e r  one o f  them were combat v e t e r a n s  o f  g r e a t  
hardened--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  N o ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you c o u l d  
t e n  them t h a t .  

Q. They d i d n ' t  come back and  make some comment, "Boy 
you s h o u l d  have  s e e n  them s h o o t i n g , "  and a l l  t h i s  s o r t  o f  
t h i n g ?  They d i d n ' t  have any g r e a t . w a r  s t o r i e s  t o  t e l l  abou t  
a l l  t h i s ?  
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A. No, t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a n y t h i n g  e m o t i o n a l  abou t  i t .  A s  
I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t h e y  went  i n  and wiped o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e  and1 t h a t  
w a s  it. The re  w a s n ' t  a n y t h i n g  e m o t i o n a l .  

10: Did t h e y  t e l l  t h a t  t h e y  had  a h e l l  o f  a f i g h t  g o i n g  
i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  o r  w i l d  r e s i s t a n c e  o r  a n y t h i n g ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  s i r .  No, s i r .  
They s a i d  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  some f i r e  r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e y  swept  
t h r o u g h  b u t  t h e y  were s t a n d i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  t r o o p s .  I d o n ' t  
remember a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t r a d i n g  s h o t s  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

10: W e  a p p r e c i a t e  you r  coming i n ,  S p e c i a l i s t  FORD, 
you may c o n c e i v a b l y  remember some more a b o u t  t h i s .  I f  you 
do we 'd  a p p r e c i a t e  you g e t t i n g  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  u s .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I hope I ' v e  been  o f  some h e l p .  

Q. Y e s ,  you have .  You have been  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h e l p .  
But  i f  you do remember more t h a t  w i l l  a s s i s t  us  i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we 'd  a p p r e c i a t e  you g e t t i n g  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  u s  
s o  we can  g e t  p e o p l e  t h e r e  t o  t a k e  advan tage  of s u c h  i n f o r -
mat ion?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. A d d i t i o n a l l y  i f  you f i n d  t h a t  you do  have  some 
a d d i t i o n a l  p r i n t s  which d o  p e r t a i n  t o  t h i s  a c t i o n ,  i f  j u s t  
by chance  you have  some p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  a r e a  o f  Son My, we 'd  
a p p r e c i a t e  knowing a b o u t  it. O r  i f  you have any maps, i f  you 
have any d i r e c t i v e s  t h a t  were i s s u e d  i n  t h e  P I 0  b u s i n e s s ,  
t h e  SOP o r  a n y t h i n g  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  we 'd  l i k e  t o  know a b o u t  
t h i s .  

A. W e l l ,  a b o u t  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I c a n  t h i n k  o f  t h a t  I 
h a v e ,  I t h i n k  I s t i l l  have would be i s s u e s  o f  The T r i d e n t  w e  
p u t  o u t  on b o a r d  s h i p  when w e  w e r e  coming o v e r .  I t  might  
g i v e  you a f u r t h e r  l ook  i n t o  what t h e  b r i g a d e  was.  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h o s e .  How abou t  when you g e t  
home o v e r  t h e r e  and--where a r e  you a s s i g n e d  t o  i n  t h e  40 th  
A r t i l l e r y ?  

A. I'm i n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e ,  s i r ,  i n  t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s .  

Q. W e l l ,  you '  11 have  no problem s e n d i n g  them back 
o f f i c i a l  t h e n ?  
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A. No, s i r .  

Q* You can  have them a i r  ma i l ed .  W e  c an  g e t  t h e s e  
i n  h e r e .  We'd l i k e  t o  t a k e  a look  a t  them and w e  w i l l  g e t  
them r i g h t  back  t o  you. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  J u s t  one f i n a l  t h i n g ,  j u s t  a p e r s o n a l  
t y p e  t h i n g ,  I g u e s s ,  abou t  t h i s  whole t h i n g .  I d i d n ' t  
r e a l l y  know what  h a d  t r a n s p i r e d ,  i f  what t h e  media s a i d  d i d  
t r a n s p i r e ,  u n t i l  a f t e r  i t  a l l  came o u t  i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  and I 
r e a d  t h e  a c c o u n t s  t h a t  were i n  L i f e  magazine.  Speaking  w i t h  
h i n d s i g h t  t h a t ' s  s o  n i c e  t o  have ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  i f  it had 
been p r e s e n t e d  a l i t t l e  b i t  more c o l o r f u l l y ,  w i t h  a l i t t l e  
b i t  more i n  d e t a i l  and a t  a b i t  more l e n g t h ,  w e l l ,  I f o r  one ,  
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  would 've been someth ing  s a i d  a b o u t  i t .  I f  
I had s e e n  t h i s  p i c t u r e  I t h i n k  t h e r e  would have been some 
p r o t e s t  made. 

Q Tha t  was r i g h t  i n  t h e  b l a c k  and w h i t e s .  You see 
it 's r i g h t  t h e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  even  n o t i c e  it u n t i l  a f t e r  you 
showed it t o  m e  h e r e .  I t  was t o o  o b s c u r e .  But a t  t h e  t i m e  
when t h e y  came back i n ,  it j u s t  seemed l i k e  p a r t  o f  what 
w a s  go ing  on everyday .  I t  d i d n ' t  seem o u t  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y .  

I0 : Well w e  a p p r e c i a t e  it v e r y  much. Thank you k i n d l y .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1537 h o u r s ,  24 January  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GEIGER, Thomas W .  SPS 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: 11 November 1968 - 1 A p r i l  1969,  TOC 
RTO, l l t h  Br igade  ; 1 A p r i l  1969 - 7 November 1969,  S2 
C l e r k ,  l l t h  Br igade .  

1. INFORMATION CONCERNING REPORTS. 

The w i t n e s s  was a s s i g n e d  t o  Headquar t e r s  and Head- 
q u a r t e r s  Company, l l t h  Br igade ,  w i t h  d u t y  a t  t h e  TOC a s  a n  
RTO from 28 November 1968 u n t i l  1 A p r i l  1969,  when h e  be- 
came t h e  S2 c l e r k ,  a job which he  f i l l e d  u n t i l  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  
t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  on 10 November 1969 (pgs .  2 ,  3 ) .  P r i o r  
t o  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  from t h e  b r i g a d e ,  h e  l o c a t e d  a t h i n  f i l e  
on Task F o r c e  Barker  which h e  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  Major COX, t h e  
S2 o f f i c e r ,  who gave  i t  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l  GRAVES, t h e  
b r i g a d e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  (pg. 4 ) .  H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  S2 
o f f i c e  and h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Master S e r g e a n t  CAMELL, 
t h e  NCOIC (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  a c t u a l l y  hand le  
t h e  f i l e ,  and c o u l d  o n l y  estimate t h e  number o f  pages a s  
b e i n g  between t h r e e  and t e n  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  ~ o s i t i v e l ~  
i d e n t i f y  E x h i b i t  R-5 a s  t h e  f i l e  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  a TWX 
which came i n  and  was t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  Major WHITE, t h e  S3 
(pg. 9 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  reca l l  the c o n t e n t s  of t h e  TWX (pg.  1 0 )  . 

H e  d i d  n o t  reca l l  any f i l e  marked w i t h  Co lone l  HENDERSON'S 
name, or  marked " c l o s e  h o l d "  (pg. 1 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i s c u s s e d  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of a p h o t o s t a t  o f  a secret  Vietnamese document 
which w a s  i n  t h e  f i l e  (pgs .  18-20) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e a d  t h e  
document and was unab le  t o  d i s c u s s  i t s  c o n t e n t s  (pg .  2 1 )  . 
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2 .  INFORMATION CONCERNING P I N K V I L L E .  

T h e  w i t n e s s  recalled h e a r i n g  G I ' s  m e n t i o n  t h a t  
P i n k v i l l e  had n u m e r o u s  boobytraps ( p g .  1 6 ) .  H e  d id  n o t  
k n o w  t h a t  T a s k  Force B a r k e r  operated I n  t h e  area 
(pg .  16). 
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EXHIBITS  

EXHIBIT  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

R - 1  

-

IA t r u e  copy of 
R-5 
A copy o f  HENDERSON ' s 

o r t ,  from 1 1 t h  Bde- 
f i l e  

- - j W i t  c o u l d  n o t  re-
c a l l  t h e  document. 
W i t  c o u l d  n o t  re-
c a l l  s e e i n g  it b u t  
s t a t e d  t h a t  l t  

1 

L 

1 4  

7 ,13  

c o u l d  have been  
i n  t h e  f i ' l e .  
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1970.)  
(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0945 h o u r s ,  6 February  

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  S p e c i a l i s t  F i v e  Thomas W. 
GEIGER. 

(SP5 GEIGER was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn,  
and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s  : )  

S p e c i a l i s t  GEIGER, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  would you s ta te  
your f u l l  name, g r a d e ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n  
and s t a t i o n ?  

A. SP5 Thomas W. GEIGER, 4 0 1 s t  Pe r sonne l  
S e r v i c e  Company, F o r t  Knox, Kentucky. 

10: S p e c i a l i s t  GEIGER, on my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE. H e  
i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who h a s  v o l u n t e e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  
S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  assist  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a lso  t o  
p rov ide  l e g a l  c o u n s e l  t o  m e  and o t h e r  members o f  t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  team. On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG who h a s  been 
d e s i g n a t e d  by Genera l  WESTMORELAND, Chief  o f  S t a f f ,  as an as-
s i s t a n t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Bes ides  m e ,  bo th  M r .  MACCRATE 
and Colone l  ARMSTRONG may a d d r e s s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. 

W e  have o t h e r  qroups  comparable t o  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  
t a k i n g  t e s t i m o n y  from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  w i l l  be my t a s k  
t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh t h e  e v i d e n c e  and de te rmine  
t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations.  Have you had an oppor tun-
i t y  t o  r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  found i n  E x h i b i t  M-57? 

A. Y e s ,  I, have .  

Q D o  you u n d e r s t a n d  i t ?  Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. N o  q u e s t i o n s .  

Q Would you i n d i c a t e  your  d u t y  ass ignment  w i t h  t h e  
America1 D i v i s i o n ,  when you j o i n e d  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  any changes 
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i n  assignment  you may have had,  and when you t e rmina ted  your 
assignment? 

A. Well ,  I l e f t  f o r  Vietnam and I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  I1 
November. 

Q .  11 November of  what y e a r ?  

A. 1968. I was i n  Cam Ranh Bay f o r  a week and went 
on t o  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  combat c e n t e r .  I was t h e r e  ap-
proximate ly  10 days.  My o r d e r s  were t o  go t o  Company D, 4th  
B a t t a l i o n ,  3d I n f a n t r y ,  l l t h  Brlgade.  When I g o t  down to  t h e  
b r i g a d e ,  I was p u l l e d  o u t  and in te rv iewed  f o r  a job wi th  khe 
S2, p r i m a r i l y  because of my background. They were look ing  
f o r  a c o l l e g e  g radua te .  I was accepted  f o r  a p o s i t i o n  and it 
was about  30 days l a t e r  when I f i n a l l y  g o t  t h e  o r d e r s  a s s ign-
i n g  me t o  Headquarters  and Headquarters  Company, l l t h  Brigade 
From t h e  t i m e  I a r r i v e d  t h e r e ,  which was 2 8  November 1968 
u n t i l  on o r  about  1 A p r i l  1969, my job was as  an RTO i n  khe 
b r i g a d e  TOC, t h e  forward TOC on Landing Zone Bronco. I was 
o u t  t h e r e  f o r  over  a month, and then  I came back t o  Landing 
Zone Bronco t o  work i n  t h e  main b r i g a d e  TOC. When SP5 STROP 
was about  t o  l e a v e ,  I came i n  t o  l e a r n  h i s  job,  working i n  
t h e  S2 shop t a k i n g  c a r e  of t h e  b r i g a d e  documents c l a s s i f i e d  
a s  s e c r e t ,  and a l s o  o t h e r  odds and ends ,  normal d a i l y  work 
t h a t  had t o  be done i n  t h e  S2 shop. I l e f t  Landing Zone 
Bronco on 7 November 1969 and g o t  back t o  t h e  S t a t e s  on 10 
November 1969. 

Q Good. L e t ' s  g e t  t h e s e  d a t e s  t i e d  down j u s t  a 
l i t t l e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d .  You a r r i v e d  i n  country  on what d a t e ?  

A.  11 November 1968. 

Q When d i d  you r e p o r t  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ?  

A. I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  28 November 1968. 

Q .  You w e r e  a s s igned  then  t o  D/4/3 on 28 November o r  
s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  How long d i d  you remain wi th  them? 

A. I never  g o t  t o  De l t a .  They p u l l e d  me o u t  r i g h t  
t h e r e  a t  t h e  Sl . ,  

Q You went on t h e  job wi th  t h e  S2 working i n  t h e  TOC. 
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A. Yes. 

Q You went  t h e r e  toward t h e  end of  November and you 
remained t h e r e  u n t i l  A p r i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  it was on o r  abou t  1 A p r i l  1969  t h a t  I came 
t o  a c t u a l l y  s t a r t  working i n  t h e  S2 shop. Before  t h a t  I was 
wi th  t h e  S2 b u t  under  t h e  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
NCO and t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r .  

Q- T e l l  m e ,  how d i d  you g e t  your  P u r p l e  H e a r t ?  

A. Wel l ,  t h a t  w a s  d u r i n g  a r o c k e t  a t t a c k ,  s c a t t e r i n g  
f o r  s h e l t e r .  

Q The r e a s o n  I was a s k i n g  about  t h e  4 th  o f  t h e  3d 
i s  I though t  maybe you had a l i t t l e  t i m e  w i t h  them. 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. T h i s  m a t t e r  of  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 
became a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  knowledge about  4 o r  5 months ago. 
From t h a t  t i m e ,  up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  have you had any d i s -
c u s s i o n s  w i t h  anybody conce rn ing  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  any r e p o r t i n g  
of it, o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  i t ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  connected  w i t h  t h e  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  w i t h  anybody from t h e  b r i g a d e  o r  from 
t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

A. No. Is t h i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  w h i l e  I was s t i l l  o v e r  
t h e r e ,  anyone a s k i n g  me a n y t h i n g  abou t  it, o r  i s  t h i s  a f t e r  I 
came back? 

Q P r i m a r i l y ,  i t  concerns  September and October  of 
l a s t  y e a r .  You were s t i l l  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did you have any c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  anybody i n  t h e  
b r i g a d e  conce rn ing  what took  p l a c e  t h e r e  o r  what you knew 
about  i t ?  

A. No, sir .  A c t u a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  t ime I was o v e r  
t h e r e ,  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  I knew abou t  t h e  whole i n c i d e n t - - I  
d i d n ' t  even know t h i s  was t h e  i n c i d e n t - - t h e  b r i g a d e  e x e c u t i v e  
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o f f i c e r ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  I l e f t ,  a sked  f o r  a f i l e  on Task Force  
Ba rke r .  I h a d  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  a Task Force  B a r k e r .  I a sked  
him i f  he  knew t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o r  i f  i t  was c l a s s i f i e d ,  and 
h e  s a i d  he  d i d n ' t  know. So w e  r ansacked  a l l  o u r  f i l e s .  I t  
was an odd c i r c u m s t a n c e  t h e r e .  I had  j u s t  been  promoted t o  
SP5 and I was t h e  r a n k i n g  NCO i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  S 2  shop .  L e t ' s  
f a c e  it, I d i d n ' t  know e v e r y t h i n g  I s h o u l d  know, b u t  t h e r e  was 
no  one else t h e r e .  I d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where t o  look  and 
when w e  f i n a l l y  d i d  f i n d  i t ,  it was j u s t  a t h i n  f i l e .  1 gave 
it t o  Major COX who was t h e  S2 o f f i c e r .  H e  gave i t  t o  t h e  XO 
and I n e v e r  saw it a g a i n .  I b e l i e v e  a b o u t  2 days a f t e r  t h a t  I 
l e f t .  I know t h a t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  was n o t  secret 
because  it w a s  n o t  i n  what  I c o n s i d e r e d  my s a f e ,  t h e  one I was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r - - j u s t  a few p a p e r s .  T h i s  would have  been r i g h t  
a t  t h e  v e r y  end  o f  October .  I t  might  have been  November. 

MR MACCRATE: Can you r e c a l l  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  f i l e  t h a t  you 
found? 

A. TF Barke r .  

Q. I n  what  s e c t i o n  o f  your  f i l e s  was it found? 

A. W e l l ,  a s  I s a y ,  I d i d n ' t  c o n s i d e r  t h e s e  my f i l e s ,  
t h e y  were i n  t h e  S2 shop .  A l l  I know was t h a t  it was i n  t h e  
s a f e  t h a t  w e  k e p t  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l  i n .  Dur ing  my en-
t i r e  s t a y  Master S e r g e a n t  CAMELL was t h e  N C O I C ,  and any t i m e  
he  wanted a n y t h i n g  from t h e  s a f e  where t h e  documents w e r e  
c l a s s i f i e d  secret, h e  would n o t  g e t  i t ,  he would ask  m e  and I 
would g e t  it. Any t i m e  I wanted someth ing  from t h e  s a f e  he  
took  care o f ,  I would a s k  him. W e  d i d n ' t  c r o s s  o v e r  and p u l l  
t h i n g s  o u t  o f  each  o t h e r ' s  s a f e .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  n o t  a good way 
t o  o r g a n i z e  t h i n g s ,  s o  I n e v e r  went i n  t h i s  s a f e .  I neve r  had 
any r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  go i n  t h e  s a f e  b e f o r e  t h i s  a c t u a l  i n c i d e n t ,  

10: I n  CAMELL'S s a f e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- Now where were you l o c a t e d  a s  compared t o  CAMELL? 

A. You mean i n  o r d e r  of--  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  N o ,  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  s p a c e ,  w e r e  you i n  
t h e  TOC, or w e r e  you i n  t h e  S 2  o f f i c e ?  
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A. A t  t h e  end o f  my t o u r ,  from 1 A p r i l  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  
I l e f t ,  I was i n  t h e  S2 o f f i c e .  

Q. W e l l ,  CAMELL was t h e r e  t o o ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q *  H e  had  a s a f e  i n  h i s  room? 

A. W e l l ,  it was o n l y  one room. The s a f e s  s t o o d  s i d e  
by s i d e  b u t  w e  n e v e r  went i n  each  o t h e r ' s  u n l e s s  I was on 
guard  o r  someth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  he  had  t o  go i n .  O r  he  was on 
R&R and I would have  t o  go i n .  But  g e n e r a l l y  we 'd  ask  each 
o t h e r .  

Q. Where w a s  CAMELL a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. H e  had  r o t a t e d ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my memory. Things 

a r e  a l i t t l e  hazy h e r e ,  because  it was a very  b i g  h a s s l e .  

Everyone was r o t a t i n g  and w e  had no r ep lacemen t s  coming i n .  

To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, he  had  r o t a t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and 

I was i n  cha rge .  


MR MACCRATE: H e  r o t a t e d ,  I u n d e r s t a n d ,  around 1 October?  

A. R igh t .  

Q. So you took  cha rge  around 1 October?  

A. R igh t .  I was a SP4 a t  the t i m e  and I was promoted 
t o  SP5. I w a s  t h e  b r i g a d e  S2 s e r g e a n t  u n t i l  abou t  20 October .  
I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  b e  t o o  p r e c i s e  on my d a t e s  because  it was 
abou t  t h e  20 th  b e f o r e  S e r g e a n t  CAMELL'S r ep lacemen t  came i n .  
There w a s  a S e r g e a n t  F i r s t  C l a s s  KRAUS who was t h e  second NCO 
i n  cha rge  i n  t h e  S2 shop.  S e r g e a n t  CAMELL r o t a t e d  and Ser -  
g e a n t  F i r s t  C l a s s  KRAUS was on R & R  i n  Hawaii .  There  was on ly  
supposed t o  b e  a 2 o r  3 day i n t e r v a l  where b o t h  t h e  s e n i o r  
N C O ' s  were gone,  and I would run  t h e  working o f  t h e  shop.  
What happened was S e r g e a n t  F i r s t  C l a s s  KRAUS came back from 
R&R and t h e  v e r y  day h e  came back he  was n o t i f i e d  by t h e  Red 
Cross t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  some t r o u b l e  i n  h i s  f a m i l y .  I r e a l l y  
d o n ' t  know what  it was. But he  l e f t  abou t  2 t o  4 hour s  l a t e r .  
H e  was gone a g a i n  and no r ep lacemen t  e v e r  came i n  f o r  e i t h e r  
o u r  E-7 o r  o u r  E-8. T h i s  p u t  m e  i n  a b i n d .  
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Q D o  you r e c a l l  i f  t h e  document o r  documents t h a t  
you found were a t  t h a t  t ime  c l a s s i f i e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I d i d n ' t  look a t  them. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  a r e g r a d i n g  of t h e  
documents, d e c l a s s i f y i n g  them, when t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  r e -
q u e s t e d  t h e  documents? 

A. He came i n  and asked  f o r  t h e s e  documents and he  
s a i d  something about  we would have t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  they  can  be 
r eg raded .  H e  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  t a l k i n g  t o  me. I was j u s t  t h e r e ;  
he was t a l k i n g  t o  Major COX. 

Q. Who was t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. Th i s  was L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  GRAVES. 

Q. I t  i s  o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  some of t h e  documents 
w i t h  which we ' r e  concerned were r eg raded  u n c l a s s i f i e d  e f  f ec -
t i v e  1 3  October  1969 under  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of Colonel  HOFFW 
which would i n d i c a t e ,  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you r e c o u n t  wou$d 
be  p r i o r  t o  1 3  October .  

A. You say  Colonel  HOFFMAN; 1 3  October ,  what y e a r ?  

A. I may be  wrong, I j u s t  t hough t  t h a t  Colonel  HOFFMAN 
d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e r e  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h a t ,  b u t  I may be  wrong. 

Q Our i n f o r m a t i o n  cou ld  be e r roneous  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  

A .  Every th ing  was happening s o  f a s t  a t  t h i s  t ime.  I 
was very invo lved  i n  j u s t  g e t t i n g  t h e  d q i l y  work done;  days 
j u s t  became a b l u r .  

Q. Our i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  t h a t  Colonel  HOFFMAN assumed 
command 1 3  September.  

A. Tha t  cou ld  b e  r i g h t .  The d a t e s  j u s t  become a 
b l u r ,  day a f t e r  day. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what was i n  t h i s  Task Force Barker  
f i l e  when you d i d  l o c a t e  i t ?  
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A. A s  I s a y ,  I w a s n ' t  a c t u a l l y  t h e  one who found i t .  
Major COX was t h e r e .  We were b o t h  look ing  through t h e  f i l e s .  
He s a i d ,  "Here it i s . "  I t  was a w h i t e  mani la  f o l d e r  and i n  
b l ack  magic marker it s a i d  "T F Barke r . "  There were a few 
papers  i n  it, most of  o u r  f i l e s  a r e  t h i c k ,  i n  mani la  envel -
opes.  It  w a s  j u s t  a t h i n  f i l e .  I have no i d e a  what was i n  
it. 

Q- Was t h e r e  an enve lope  i n  t h e  f i l e ?  One t h a t  pe r -
haps had been s e a l e d  and opened a t  some t ime i n  t h e  p a s t ?  Did 
you see a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  pape r s  i n  t h e  f i l e ?  

A. A l l  I s a w  was pape r s  and t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  many of  
those .  ~ 

Q Do you remember t h e  c o l o r  of  t h e  pape r s  perhaps?  

A. No. I n o t i c e d  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  i n  t h e r e .  You 
would normally s e e  t h e  o n i o n s k i n  c o p i e s  which would i n d i c a t e  
t h e r e  were o t h e r  c o p i e s  of  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

Q. How many s h e e t s  o f  pape r  would you say  were t h e r e ?  

A. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  s ay  w i t h  any a u t h o r i t y .  I would 
say anywhere from 3 t o  10.  I t  cou ld  have been e i t h e r  3 t o  10 
o r  any number i n  between because ,  a s  I s a y ,  I ' m  j u s t  t a k i n g  a 
guess .  I t  d i d n ' t  seem i m p o r t a n t  t o  me a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Did you g e t  t o  r e a d  any p a r t  of  t h e  f i l e ?  

A. No. To t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h ,  I w a s n ' t  t o o  concerned 
wi th  t h e  whole t h i n g .  I had no i d e a  what i t  was abou t .  I t  
was j u s t  t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  came i n  look ing  
f o r  a f i l e  and p u t  me on t h e  s p o t ,  and t h e n  he found it ,  s o  
I was o f f  t h e  s p o t  aga in .  So I went back t o  do my job a g a i n .  

Q. Here's E x h i b i t  R-5, and I '  11 ask  you i f  t h a t  
b e a r s  any resemblance t o  whatever  you may have s e e n  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  I t  was t a k e n  from t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  S2. 

A. I c a n ' t  s a y  t h a t  I r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
document b e f o r e .  But i f  it were i n  a mani la  f o l d e r ,  s t a n d i n g  
Up l i k e  t h a t ,  it cou ld  p a s s  f o r  what I t u r n e d  ove r .  I d i d n ' t  
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see any of t h e  p r i n t i n g .  You c a n ' t  t e l l  j u s t  by look ing  a t  a 
man i l a  f o l d e r  t h e  t y p e  o f  p a p e r  i t  was. I remember t h e r e  may 
have  been  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  p a p e r ,  h e a v i e r  bond, b u t  I do r e m e m -
b e r  something l i k e  t h i s  was i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you remember s e e i n g  a g reen  s h e e t  o f  pape r  w i t h  
them? 

A. I cou ld .n1 t  s a y .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a n y t h i n g  b e i n g  s a i d  abou t  where t h i s  
f i l e  had been  p r e v i o u s l y  l o c a t e d ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  I don '  t know who it was,  b u t  we c o u l d n ' t  
f i n d  t h i s  t h i n g .  I t  must have been  wedged beh ind  someth ing;  
w e  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  it and someone s a i d ,  "Maybe i t ' s  i n  t h e  S3 ."  
They looked  th rough  t h e  S3 and c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  it. Now whether  
t h i s  cou ld  mean maybe it  had been  i n  t h e  S3, I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  
s a y ,  b u t  someone d i d  s a y ,  "Maybe i t ' s  i n  t h e  S3 ."  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e .  Maybe it belonged  t h e r e ,  maybe i t  d i d n '  t be long  t h e r e .  
Maybe it  had been  t h e r e ,  maybe it h a d n ' t .  

Q. Do you have  any r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you 
a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  S2 shop,  o r  around t h e  middle  o f  May 1969, o f  
a r e q u e s t  coming i n  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  l o c a t e  some documents 
r e l a t i n g  t o  Task Force  Barke r?  

A. Now, a s  I s a y ,  days j u s t  become a b l u r ,  day a f t e r  
day,  and months go i n t o  months. A l l  I r e a l l y  k e p t  t r a c k  of  
was how many days  I had l e f t .  But I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  w i t h  any 
a u t h o r i t y .  The o n l y  t h i n g  I can  s a y ,  I remember some t i m e  
a f t e r  I had t a k e n  o v e r ,  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  when i t  was,  
t a k i n g  o v e r  t h e  job f o r  SP5 STROP, a TWX came down from d i v i -  
s i o n  a s k i n g  t o  l o c a t e  something.  I d o n ' t  even remember what 
it was because  it w a s n ' t  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  secret and t h e r e f o r e  
it d i d n ' t  i n v o l v e  m e .  I gave one copy t o  S e r g e a n t  CAMELL. I t  
was j u s t  a TWX, probably  u n c l a s s i f i e d .  I gave one copy t o  
S e r g e a n t  CAMELL and one copy t o  t h e  s e r g e a n t  i n  t h e  S3 and 
I t o l d  him Major WHITE would p robab ly  want t o  see it. I be-
l i e v e  S e r g e a n t  CAMELL-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who was Major WHITE a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
S3? 
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A. Y e s .  I b e l i e v e  S e r g e a n t  CAMELL s a i d  he d i d n ' t  

need it e i t h e r . .  I c o u l d n ' t  be p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  he said 

he d i d n ' t  need it e i t h e r  and t o  g i v e  b o t h  c o p i e s  t o  t h e  S3. 

I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h i s  w a s  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  o r  on 

some o t h e r  i n c i d e n t .  I d o n ' t  even remember what month i t  hap-

pened i n  because  it j u s t  d i d n ' t  seem i m p o r t a n t .  


Q. I f  such  a  TWX came i n ,  would t h a t  be f i l e d  and 

r e t a i n e d  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t ime?  


A. N o ,  I c a n '  t see why it would b e .  I t  may have been 
i n  S3 b u t  I ' m  s u r e  it w a s n ' t  i n  S2. The on ly  t h i n g  w e  k e p t  a 
l o g  on was on secret documents and w e  d i d n ' t  keep  any l o g  on 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t e r i a l  because  e v e r y t h i n g  was c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  from 
t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  a  u n i t ,  t o  any th ing .  W e  d i d n ' t  keep  any l o g s  
on t h o s e .  W e  saw they  were d e s t r o y e d  when t h e y  were no l o n g e r  
u s e f u l .  Repor ts  and t h i n g s  of c o n f i d e n t i a l  material t h a t  
might have been  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  were i n  S e r g e a n t  
CAMELL'S s a f e .  

Q. You do r e c a l l  hav ing  shown whatever  t h i s  r e q u e s t
.was t o  S e r g e a n t  	C A M E U  and h i s  s a y i n g  he had  no i n t e r e s t  and 
p a s s i n g  it on t o  t h e  S3? 

A. R igh t , .  b u t  I c a n ' t  b e  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  what it 

was. I c a n ' t  even b e  s u r e  t h a t  I showed i t  t o  S e r g e a n t  CAMELL 

because  a  l o t  o f  t i m e s  I j u s t  made t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  on t h e s e  

t h i n g s .  But I do know it g o t  t o  t h e  S3. 


Q- Why do you remember t h i s ?  

A. Because I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know e x a c t l y  what t h i s  

t h i n g  wanted,  and when i n  doubt ,  punt .  I would always make 

s u r e  t h e  S3  g o t  a copy o f  something I d i d n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  

abou t ,  because  of  o p e r a t i o n s ,  n a t u r a l l y .  


Q. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t r y  t o  r e c a l l  a l l  you can  a s  t o  

j u s t  what k i n d  o f  r e q u e s t  it  was. Was t h e r e  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  

t h e  USARV I G  o r  t o  t h e  I G  o f  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ?  


A. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  s i r ,  i t ' s  h a r d  t o  remember. 

You j u s t  go abou t  your  everyday work. I f  you knew t h i s  was 

impor tan t  you c o u l d  look a t  i t  and s a y ,  "Well,  I remember t h a t . "  
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Q - L e t  me j u s t  a s k  you a few t h i n g s  t h a t  might  j u s t  
r i n g  a b e l l .  You-have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  it r e l a t e d  t o  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  I G  o f  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ?  

A. Not t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge. 

Q O r  t o  t h e  I G  o f  USARV? 

A. No, it d idn  ' t have a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  any I G  ' a s  
f a r  as I can  remember. 

Q Did i t  re,late t o  a r e q u e s t  from t h e  commanding 
o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  l l t h  Br igade ,  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. N o t  t h a t  I remember. A s  I remember, it j u s t  had 
someth ing  t o  do w i t h  a document and t h e  document w a s n ' t  i n  
my s a f e .  I t  w a s n ' t  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  secret.  

Q. Was t h e  document i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  communication? 
- .  

A. Now I c a n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e  it was i d e n t i f i e d ,  b*t ,  .I 
would s a y  it had  t o  be  i d e n t i f i e d  somehow o r  I w o u l d n ' t  b$ve 
been  a b l e  t o  go t o  my s a f e  and look  through t o  see i f  I had-
t h i s  message. Now I would guess  t h a t  t h e  way i t  was i d e n s i -
f i e d  was "Message, your  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  d a t e ,  t i m e  g roup ,  " ,?rid 
it gave a d a t e  and t i m e  g roup .  I went  back through my l o g  
and d i d n ' t  f i n d  it. 

Q. Were t h e y  a s k i n g  f o r  a message, do you r e c a l l  
t h a t ?  

' I ' 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  t h i s  i s  what I would g u e s s ,  
b u t  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you remember any r e f e r e n c e  t o  an i n v e s t i g a -
t i o n  or a r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

COL ARMSTRONG: You j u s t  s a i d  someth ing ,  G E I G E R ,  t h a t  s o r t  af 
r i n g s  a b e l l .  You s a i d ,  "Reference ,  message, y o u r  h e a d q u a r t e r s . "  
I t  may mean t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  came from t h e  l l t h  Brigade. '  O r  
were you u s i n g  t h a t  ab a n  example? 

A. T h a t ' s  an example. Th i s  i s  when I would t y p e  up--

. , 
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  know whe the r  you may have 
done t h i s  s u b c o n s c i o u s l y ,  r e f e r r e d  back t o  a c t u a l l y  what  you 
saw. 

A. When I would t y p e  up a TWX c l e a r i n g  o u r  p l a c e ,  t h i s  
is t h e  way I would s t a r t  it. Number 1, r e f e r e n c e ,  message,  
your  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  T h i s  i s  why I s a i d  t h a t .  Many t i m e s  I had 
done it. 

MR MACCRATE: Can you r eca l l  any d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  t h a t  t ime  
w i t h  someone coming back t o  t h e  S2 shop  and  S e r g e a n t  CAMELL 
s a y i n g ,  "Oh, I g u e s s  I had t h a t  i n  h e r e , "  

A. W e l l ,  S e r g e a n t  CAMELL s a i d  t h a t  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  "I 
guess  I have  t h a t  i n  h e r e .  " I remember him s a y i n g  t h i s  on a 
few o c c a s i o n s .  But  what d o  you mean by someone coming back?  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  r e q u e s t  might  have  been  
pas sed  on t o  t h e  S3. The i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  t o  us  i s  t h i s  
f i t s  i n  w i t h  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  o t h e r s  t o  whom we 've  spoken .  
This  r e q u e s t  came i n ,  t h e y  f i r s t  look  i n  t h e  S3  s h o p  and t h e n  
it was s u b s e q u e n t l y  found i n  t h e  S 2  shop.. What w e  a r e  a t temp-
t i n g  t o  do i s  t o  p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  t h e  l o c a t i n g  o f  t h e  documents 
which w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i n  t h e  S2 shop ,  and how t h i s  came 
a b o u t ,  and t h e  c o n d i t i o n  which t h e  documents were found,  and 
what documents w e r e  t o g e t h e r .  T h i s  i s  t h e  k i n d  o f  document 
s e a r c h  w e ' r e  on a t  t h e  moment and I ' m  a s k i n g  you t o  see i f  
you can  h e l p  r e c a l l .  

A. W e l l ,  as I s a y ,  I c o u l d n ' t  t i e  this TWX i n  w i t h  
t h i s  f o l d e r  t h a t  s a i d  "Task Force  Ba rke r . "  I t  may have  been ,  
it may n o t  have  been .  I t  d i d n ' t  s e e m  t o  m e  i m p o r t a n t  a t  t h e  
t i m e .  

Q. Did you have o c c a s i o n  t o  go t o  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
f i l e s  from t i m e  t o  t ime?  

A. Very r a r e l y  would I go  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  any f i l e s  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  d i s t r i c t s ,  
Mo Duc, Duc Pho, Quang Ngai? 

A. The re  was someth ing  l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e r e .  I know 
they  had a  breakdown o f  a l l  s u s n e c t e d  enemy u n i t s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
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But  when S e r g e a n t  CAMELL w a s n ' t  t h e r e ,  it was PFC NOVELLO. H e  
was t r a i n e d  t o  know t h e  t h i n g s  i n  S e r g e a n t  CAMELL's s a f e ,  and 
I had  a p r e t t y  good i d e a  o f  what  t h i n g s  s h o u l d  b e  f i l e d  i n  Se r -
g e a n t  CAMELL's s a f e .  When I would go th rough  t h e  messages and 
incoming t h i n g s ,  I would p u t  them a s i d e  i n  a p i l e .  I would 
l e a v e  t h a t  f o r  PFC NOVELLO t o  come i n  and he  would wade through 
it. Things  t h a t  h e  knew d i d n ' t  go i n  t h e r e ,  he  would throw 
away, p u t  i n  t h e  w a s t e b a s k e t  t o  b e  d e s t r o y e d  o r  he would f i l e .  
Whenever I needed a n y t h i n g  o u t  o f  t h a t  s a f e  I was i n  a b i n d .  
On a few o c c a s i o n s ,  he  had  been on gua rd  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  s o  
he was s l e e p i n g  i n  t h a t  morning,  I would have t o  go and wake 
him up and g e t  him t o  come down because  I c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  c e r -
t a i n  t h i n g s  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Did you e v e r  see around S e r g e a n t  CAMELL's  desk o r  
i n  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  f i l e ,  on t h e  few o c c a s i o n s  t h a t  you went 
t h e r e ,  a document o r  a f i l e  o f  documents ,  an enve lope  t h a t  had  
an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  " c l o s e  h o l d , "  o r  documents r e f e r r e d  by Ser -
g e a n t  GERBERDING who had p receded  S e r g e a n t  CAMELL? Any e n v e l -
ope ,  p a p e r s ,  w i t h  Co lone l  HENDERSON ' s name nn it i n  t h e  f i l e  , 
j u s t  set  a s i d e  as a n  enve lope  t h a t  s a i d ,  "Hold f o r  Co lone l  a 

cn 
HENDERSON, " o r  some such  r e f e r e n c e ?  4 

A. No, I n e v e r  saw Co lone l  HENDERSON'S name anywhere 
e x c e p t  j u s t  b e f o r e  I l e f t .  I c a n ' t  even  be s u r e  it was him. 

-4 
-4 

I f  he  was a b r i g a d e  commander t h e y  hung h i s  p i c t u r e  up. 

Q Colone l  HENDERSON was t h e  b r i g a d e  commander u n t i l  
Oc tobe r ,  1 9  6 8 .  

A.  W e l l ,  h i s  p i c t u r e  would have  been  hang ing  t h e r e ,  
t h e n ,  b u t  I n e v e r  saw a n y t h i n g  w i t h  h i s  s i g n a t u r e  on i t .  The 
o n l y  t h i n g  I e v e r  saw w i t h  S e r g e a n t  G E R B E R D I N G t s  s i g n a t u r e  
on it were t h e s e  " 1 2 0 3 t s , "  t h e s e  i n t e r n a l  r e c e i p t s ,  documents 
t h a t  had  been  s i g n e d  o u t  t o  t h e  S2 from my s a f e .  I t h i n k  it 
was on one o r  two o f  t h o s e .  S e r g e a n t  CAMELL had  s i g n e d  h i s  
name i n  t h e  n e x t  column when h e  took  o v e r .  T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  
t i m e  I e v e r  saw S e r g e a n t  GERBERDING1s name. I n e v e r  saw Col-
o n e l  HENDERSON o r  knew what  h e  looked  l i k e .  I d i d  know who 
S e r g e a n t  GERBERDING was because  h e  was h e l d  o v e r .  J u s t  when 
I g o t  t h e r e  he was supposed  t o  have  l e f t  b u t  he was s t i l l  
t h e r e ,  he  was hang ing  a round f o r  a week o r  10 days .  

Q. H e  had  t o  make up some t ime?  
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A. H e  was j u s t  s o r t  of hanging around s o  I knew who 
he was, b u t  t h a t  was a l l .  

Q. You t h e n  have no knowledge a s  t o  any o t h e r  papers  
t h a t  may have been i n  t h i s  f i l e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  document? 

A. No. A s  f a r  a s  I know, t h i s  could  have been t h e  
on ly  t h i n g  i n  t h e  f i l e .  I t  was on ly  3 t o  10 s h e e t s  of paper ,  
a s  I r e c a l l ,  and t h i s  could  have been t h e  whole t h i n g .  There 
could  have been a few more. There might have been some h e a v i e r  
bond. A l l  I remember is  s e e i n g  t h i s  t y p e  of onion s k i n  paper .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  look a t  t h e  documents one by one 
( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  R - 5 ) ,  s e e  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  t h e r e .  The 
f i r s t  two pages a r e  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and you 've  
i n d i c a t e d  you h a v e n ' t  s e e n  t h a t .  A s  you look a t  t h e  nex t  
two pages it might be t h a t  you had seen  a  copy around t h e  S 2  
shop o f  t h a t  p i e c e  o f  VC propaganda. 

A. Do you want m e  t o  r e a d  t h e s e ?  

Q Well ,  i f - -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h i s .  

Q. I f  you d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  it, t h a t ' s  a l l  I'm 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

A. If it had been around and someone had e v e r  men-
t i o n e d  it  was VC propaganda, I probably would have r e a d  it 
because every once i n  a w h i l e  t h i n g s  would come i n ,  I would 
j u s t  r e a d  them. 

Q. Would you look a t  t h e  l a s t  s h e e t ,  s t a t e m e n t ,  
headed 1 4  A p r i l  1968? Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  s a y  t h a t  I have. There was such a vol-
ume o f  paper  work, I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  hand le  any th ing  t h a t  was 
t o  be typed up o r  anything.  You might s a y  I g o t  o u t  of t h a t  
because some lower rank ing  men came i n .  I had a l i t t l e  sen-
i o r i t y ;  w e l l ,  t hey  would s i t  a t  t h e  t y p e w r i t e r  and punch it 
ou t .  My f u n c t i o n  was t o  keep t h e  secret documents i n  o r d e r  
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and  t o  p r o c e s s  a l l  s e c u r i t y  c l e a r a n c e s  f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  t h a t  
would come up from t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  and h e a d q u a r t e r s  company, 
and t h i s  k e p t  m e  p r e t t y  busy .  

COL ARMSTRONG: When d i d  you go  on  R&R? 

A. I a r r i v e d  i n  Hawaii  on 7 J u l y  and I b e l i e v e  I was 
gone 12  d a y s ,  12  days  a f t e r  t h e  6 t h ,  I t h i n k .  

Q You w e r e  gone between 6 t o  p o s s i b l y  20 J u l y ,  b u t  
it was i n  J u l y ?  . .. 

A. R i g h t .  

MR MACCRATE: I show you E x h i b i t  R - 1 ,  which you can  see t o  be 
a t r u e  copy o f  R-5 a s  p r e v i o u s l y  shown you ,  and y o u ' l l  n o t e  
t h a t  i t ' s  c e r t i f i e d  by Major COX. I t ' s  o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
t h a t  t r u e  copy was p r e p a r e d  i n  May 1969. Do you have  any re-
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  under  which t h a t  t r u e  copy was 
p r e p a r e d ?  Does t h a t  b r i n g  back t o  you r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  a n y t h i n g  r j  
which went  on o f  which you w e r e  aware i n  t h e  S2 shop?  C, 

rd 

A. No, i f  I g l a n c e  o v e r  i t ,  maybe I ' l l  remember what  
i t ' s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  -4 

-I 

Q Why d o n ' t  you r e a d  t h e  whole document. S t a r t  a t  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  i t .  

A.  I t  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  I know I d i d n ' t  t y p e  t h i s  
up.  Maybe someone else i n  t h e  o f f i c e  d i d .  I would s a y  i f  it 
had  Major C O X ' s  s i g n a t u r e  o n  it someone had t o  t y p e  it up, 
b e c a u s e  w e  c o u l d n ' t  r e p r o d u c e  it l i k e  t h i s ,  w e  had  no means 
t o  r e p r o d u c e  it. You s a y  t h i s  was t y p e d  up some t i m e  i n  May? 

Q .  Y e s .  

A.  I t  c o u l d  have  been  any one  o f  a number o f  p e o p l e  
who would have had  t o  t y p e  t h i s  up. Major C O X ' s  s i g n a t u r e  
i s  on i t ,  s o  it would have  t o  b e  t y p e d  up i n  t h e  SZ s h o p  
sometime. 

COL ARMSTRONG: L e t  m e  a s k  you someth ing .  Would S e r g e a n t  CAMELL 
b e  a p t  t o  t y p e  t h a t  h i m s e l f ?  
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A .  I would s a y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  you say  t h i s  was i n  
May, t h a t  t h i s  would be  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y .  S e r g e a n t  CAMELL would 
p i t c h  i n  i f  t h e r e  was an o c c a s i o n  t o  p i t c h  i n  and h e l p  w i t h  
typ ing .  I n  f a c t ,  he  was t h e  b e s t  t y p i s t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  b u t  
he would o n l y  do  it i f  t h i n g s  were  r e a l l y  i n  a  b i n d ,  Around 
May w e  w e r e n ' t  r e a l l y  i n  any p e r s o n n e l  b i n d ,  as f a r  a s  I can  
remember. A s  f a r  as h a v i n g  peop le  a v a i l a b l e ,  w e  were i n  t h e  
b e s t  shape  w e  were i n  t h e  whole t ime I was t h e r e ,  I t  was j u s t  
towards t h e  end t h e r e  t h a t  t h i n g s  g o t  r i d i c u l o u s .  Our whole 
TOC crew would r o t a t e  and nobody came. Two N C O ' s  gone. W e  
were down--it w a s  a lmos t  imposs ib le .  

Q. You s a y  t h i s  i s  an unusua l  t y p e  t h i n g ,  t h e  circum- 
s t a n c e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  it unusual .  

A .  I f  t h e y  were unusual?  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  Assuming t h a t  t h e  c i r cums tances  were unusua l ,  it 
would b e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  S e r g e a n t  CAMELL would have typed  t h i s  
up. But a g a i n ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  around May, w e  had a lmost  t o o  
many peop le  i n  t h e  shop and everybody cou ld  t y p e .  I t  cou ld  
have been  SP4 WALLACE, SP4 DUNN, PFC NOVELLO, SP4 K R I E G ,  who 
is now E-5 KRIEG.  A t  t h i s  t ime SP4 K R I E G  was t h e  s e n i o r  man. 
H e  had  been  t h e r e  t h e  l o n g e s t  and h e  know t h e  most and w a s  
t h e  b e s t  t y p i s t .  H e  hand led  most o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s .  

Q- W e  have t a l k e d  t o  him, and he d i d  n o t  type  it. 

A. H e  d i d n ' t ?  

. COL ARMSTRONG: No, he  d e p a r t e d  i n  March. 

A. No, STROP l e f t  i n  March.. When I came t h e r e  STROP 
and KRIEG were t h e  men w i t h  s e n i o r i t y ,  and it cou ld  have been ,  
l i k e  I s a y ,  SP4 WALLACE, SP4 DUNN, PFC NOVELLO. 

MR MACCRATE: But you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e  t y p i n g  o r  
p r e p a r a t i o n  o r  any t a l k  around t h e  o f f i c e  a t  t h a t  t ime o f  an 
a t t e m p t  t o  l o c a t e  a document? 

A. Around t h a t  t i m e ,  no. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember. 
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Q- W e  unders tand t h a t  t h e r e  was d i f f i c u l t y  l o c a t i n g  
t h i s  document, n o t  on ly  i n  October when you w e r e  i nvo lved , - ' bu t  
when it w a s  f i r s t  sough t  i n  May. 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember. The f irst  I h e a r d ,  look ing  
f o r  t h i s ,  was around October.  I h a d n ' t  been r e a d i n g  the papers  
o r  any th ing ,  b u t  t h e  f i r s t  I hea rd  of--I  d i d n ' t  even know 
where My La i  was, o r  Son My. F i r s t  I hea rd  of  it was a f t e r  I 
g o t  back t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  I s t a r t e d  s e e i n g  it i n  t h e  paper .  and 
t h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  I r e a l l y  knew about  it. 

Q - Had you e v e r  hea rd  any rumors w h i l e  you w e r e  i n  
t h e  l l t h  Br igade  about  any th ing  unusual  having gone on i n  
Task Force Barker  o r  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1968? 

A. The on ly  t h i n g  I remember, people  would be s i t t i n g  
around d r i n k i n g  a b e e r ,  s h o o t i n g  t h e  b r e e z e ,  and t h e  only  
t h i n g  I remember h e a r i n g  of it was someone mentioned Pink- 
v i l l e .  I d o n ' t  know who it was. I w a s  s o r t  of new, s i t t i n g  
around. They mentioned P i n k v i l l e  and somebody s a y s ,  "Yeah, 
t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of  booby t r a p s  up t h e r e . "  T h a t ' s  a l l  I r e m e m -
b e r  h e a r i n g  about  it. So immediately i n  my mind, l i k e  I would 
h e a r  on t h e  news t h e  a r e a  t h e  G I ' s  c a l l  P i n k v i l l e ;  t h i s  jumps 
back i n t o  my mind, t h i s  was h e a v i l y  booby-trapped. I d o n ' t  
know i f  it w a s  or n o t .  This  guy probably w a s n ' t  e v e r  t h e r e .  

Q. But t h e  only  t h i n g  you e v e r  h e a r a  was t h e r e  w e r e  
a l o t  of booby t r a p s  around P i n k v i l l e .  You never  hea rd  of  an 
o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  know Task Force Barker  was up t h e r e .  

Q. Did you e v e r  know o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  Task Force 
Barker  b e f o r e  you w e r e  asked t o  look f o r  t h i s  f i l e ?  

A. I would g e t  t h e s e  t a s k  f o r c e s  mixed up. There 
was Task Force Oregon. One o f  them was America1 Div i s ion ;  
one of them was t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  A s  f a r  a s  I knew, I thought  
t h a t  Task Force Barker  was t h e  l l t h  Brigade coming o v e r  from 
Hawaii. 

Q- W e l l  a c t u a l l y  it was a p i e c e  of  t h e  1 1 t h  B r i -
gade. I t  was t aken  o u t  of  t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s  of  t h e  b r i g a d e  
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and c r e a t e d  as an  ad  hoc  b a t t a l i o n  t o  c o v e r  an a r e a  f o r  a 
p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  I t  j u s t  l a s t e d  f o r  a coup le  of months i n  
t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1968. 

A. I t h o u g h t  Task Force  Ba rke r  was t h e  a c t u a l  de-
ployment f rom Hawaii .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i n  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  f i l e  i n  t h e  
f a l l  o f  1969 t h a t  t h e y  came i n  and asked  f o r  t h e  Task Force  
Ba rke r  f i l e s ?  Was it known t o  t h o s e  t h a t  w e r e  making t h e  
r e q u e s t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a Task Force  Barker  f i l e  
o r  w a s  one  o f  t h e  problems t h a t  it was n o t  known unde r  what  
l a b e l  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  c o u l d  b e  found? 

A. The f i r s t  I remember h e a r i n g  of  i t ,  a s  f a r  a s  I 
can remember, someone knew it was Task Force  Ba rke r .  I r e m e m -
b e r  Major COX came i n  and s o r t  o f  t ook  m e  off the hook. H e  
was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  XO and I was t a l k i n g  t o  t h i s  s e r g e a n t  abou t  
Task Force  Oregon o r  someth ing .  These names, I j u s t  t ook  i n -
terest i n  t h e  names, no  p a r t i c u l a r  r e a s o n .  A s  f a r  a s  I can 
remember, h e  came i n  and a sked  f o r - - I  r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  I 
d o n ' t  want t o  s a y  because  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I can" remember i f  
he  came i n  and a sked  f o r  Task Force  Ba rke r  o r  i f  he  j u s t  came 
i n  and a sked  f o r  some k i n d  o f  r e p o r t ,  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t .  

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e  s e a r c h  t h a t  i t  
r e q u i r e d ?  

A. Now t h a t  I t h i n k  abou t  i t ,  i t ' s  ve ry  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
h e  d i d  - n o t  c o m e  i n  and a sk  f o r  Task Force  Ba rke r .  He cou ld  have 
come - , i n  and a sked  f o r  some t y p e  o f  r e p o r t .  I c a n ' t  remember 
the name o f  i t .  

Q. A r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  Did he  r e f e r  t o  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him u s i n g  t h e  word P i n k v i l l e .  I t  
may have  b e e n  a r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  A s  I remember i t ,  
wha teve r  it was,  wha teve r  p h r a s e  he  used ,  w e  found a f i l e  
w i t h  t h a t  p h r a s e  on it. W e  l ooked  th rough  and what  he  wanted 
w a s n ' t  i n  t h e r e ;  t h e n  w e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  look  and t h i s  t h i n g  wi th  
TF Barke r  popped up.. Then a p p a r e n t l y  t h a t  was what he  wanted ,  
s o  I was s a t i s f i e d .  
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Q. Can you r e c a l l  t h e  f i r s t  phrase  t h a t  he  used? 

A. Report of  something, it may have been r e p o r t  of  
su rvey ,  it may n o t  have been.  

Q. Report o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  s ay .  I remember I was going 
through t h e L C f i l e sj u s t  look ing  f o r  t h i s  w r i t t e n  on t h e  t o p .  
I found something,  t h e r e  was something i n  there t h a t  s a i d  j u s t  
what he asked f o r  and I f e l t  very  r e l i e v e d  when I found it. 
But what he wanted w a s n ' t  i n  t h e r e .  So I was on t h e  s p o t  aga in .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  what you found, because what you t h e n  
found may have been what w e  a r e  look ing  f o r .  

A. What I found was t h i s  t h i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  t o p ,  r e p o r t  
o f  something. There was no th ing  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  he wanted. I t  .4 

\ 

covered d i f f e r e n t  i n c i d e n t s  over  a t  l e a s t  months- and I knew C) 
it was o l d .  There w e r e  o l d  t h i n g s  i n  t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e ,  t h e r e  CV 
might n o t  have been any th ing  d a t e d  1969.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  what 
it s a i d  a c r o s s  t h e  t o p  and t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any th ing  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  -4
i n t e r e s t e d  e i t h e r  Major COX o r  t h e  c o l o n e l .  They j u s t  s o r t  -4 
o f  looked a t  it and t h r u s t  it a s i d e  and s a i d ,  " T h a t ' s  n o t  i t . "  

Q. Was t h e r e  any correspondence i n  t h a t  f i l e  from 
t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  of t h e  America1 Div i s ion  t o  t h e  com-
manding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  s a y .  A l l  I could  t e l l  you about 
t h a t  f i l e  i s  t h e r e  were t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  typed i n  d u p l i c a t e  
and it was a ' t h i c k e r  f i l e  t h a n  t h e  Task Force Barker  one. I 
d o n ' t  know what it r e f e r r e d  t o .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any documents i n  t h e  f i l e  i n  
Vietnamese? 

A. Y e s ,  one. 

Q - Was t h e r e  an Engl ish  t r a n s l a t i o n  wi th  i t ,  maybe 
you speak Vietnamese. 

A. I t  was c l a s s i f i e d  and marked s e c r e t .  Nobody knew 
what it was o r  what i t  was doing t h e r e .  I t  w a s n ' t  an o r i g i n a l ;  
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it w a s  one of t h e s e  p h o t o s t a t s .  The whole t h i n g  w a s  a photo-
s t ak .  When you p h o t o s t a t  something h e r e ,  it comes ou t  grayish-

,brown o r  grayish-black.  This  came o u t  brown. I remember t h a t  .. 
It w a s  odd look ing ,  and it came from MACV. I t  might have been 
Sergeant  CAMELL, I asked around i f  he e v e r  saw it. I d o n ' t  
remember i f  he s a i d  he had o r  what,  b u t  w e  d i s ce rned  t h a t  it 
must have come from MACV, and w e  d i d n ' t  need it, and it was 
des t royed.  

Q =  Do you r e c a l l  i f  it came from MACV, Saigon o r  could 
it have come from MACV, Quang Ngai Sec to r?  

A. To m e  they were a l l  t h e  same, MACV was MACV, even 
i f  it w a s  MACV, Duc Pho. I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was an 
Engl ish  t r a n s l a t i o n .  I wouldn ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  would have been 
an Engl ish  t r a n s l a t i o n  because be ing  a cur ious  person I would 
have probably a t  l e a s t  looked i n t o  it, b u t  it was j u s t  l i k e  a 
bunch of s c r i b b l e  t o  me.. I t  d i d n ' t  seem impor tan t ,  and every- 
one I asked s a i d  it had been there eve r  s i n c e  they could re-
member. I remember t h e  1203; t h i s  document always bugged m e  
because I had no p lace  t o  pu t  it. I t  d i d n ' t  f i t  i n  anywhere. 
I t  was t h e  only  t h i n g  I had i n  my f i l e s  t h a t  was i n  Vietnamese. 

Q. Did you prepare  a d e s t r u c t i o n  r e p o r t  on t h i s  docu- 
ment? 

A. W e l l ,  it went r i g h t  i n  wi th  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s ,  r i g h t  
on t h e  same, I f o r g e t  t h e  form, 564, it was logged i n  t h e r e .  
I t  was duly des t royed.  

Q. When would t h i s  have been,  approximately? Could 
it have been i n  May 1969? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I d i d  do a d e s t r u c t i o n  around May, b u t  
i f  I had t o  make a guess,  I ' d  say  it wasn ' t  done then.  I t  
was done a f t e r .  I would t h ink  it would have been done when 
I was c l ean ing  o u t  t h e  f i les because they were s o  jammed wi th  
th ings ,  t h a t  w e r e  never  used, and t h e r e  was j u s t  no p l ace  t o  
put  t h ings .  Tha t ' s  why w e  had problems f i n d i n g  t h ings .  I 
would t h ink  it would have been done then.  

Q- Do you remember s ee ing  w i th  it a memorandum from 
the  province  s e n i o r  adv i so r  of Quang Ngai Province o r  h i s  
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deputy? The p rov ince  a d v i s o r  was James MAY and t h e  deputy was 
L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  G U I N N .  The document would be  d i r e c t e d  e i t h e r  
t o  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE who was t h e  S2 of t h e  l l t h  Brigade o r  t o  
Colonel  HENDERSON who was t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  l l t h  
Brigade.  Do you remember s e e i n g  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e  f i l e ?  

A. I n  t h e  f i l e ?  

Q I n  t h e  f i l e  t h a t  you were look ing  a t  and i n  which 
you found t h i s  Vietnamese document? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember, The only  t h i n g  t h a t  I can 
s a y  t h a t  I remember about  t h i s  Vietnamese document, t h e r e  was 
never  any p l a c e  t o  p u t  it because it was n o t  an American docu-
ment. I t  was k e p t  s e p a r a t e l y  and i n  t h e  l o g  book, o l d  l o g  
book t h a t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  documents going back t o  1967, t h e r e  
was an  o r i g i n a l  copy o f  a "1203" paper  c l i p p e d  o n t o  t h e  f i r s t  
page where t h i s  "455, " t h i s  Vietnamese document, was logged 
i n .  The on ly  t h i n g  I d i s t i n c t l y  remember about  i t  i s  t h a t  I CD 
can t e l l  you who logged it i n ,  and t h a t  was a SP4 JOHNS. 0 

CV 

Q- When d i d  h e  l o g  it i n ?  
-4 

A. H e  was t h e r e  b e f o r e  STROP. I was t h e  t h i r d  man -4 
t o  have t h i s  job.  A s  f a r  back a s  I can go, t h e r e  was a SP4 
JOHNS, t h e r e  was STROP, .and t h e n  t h e r e  was me, and then  t h e r e  
was HICKS. JOHNS a p p a r e n t l y  came over  wi th  t h e  b r i g a d e .  

Q. So it was p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  STROP a r r i v e d ?  

A. Right .  STROP may have been t h e r e ,  he  may have 
been i n  country .  H e  might n o t  have been wi th  t h e  S2. A s  I 
remember he d i d n ' t  go d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  52. But t h i s  document 
was logged by JOHNS. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember any of  t h e  o t h e r  documents 
t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h a t  f i l e  w i t h  t h i s  document? 

A, I t  w a s n ' t  i n  any f i l e .  I mean, it w a s n ' t  i n  any 
manila  envelope f i l e .  I t  was j u s t  i n  a drawer,  i f  you want 
t o  c a l l  it t h a t ,  and it was i n  t h e r e  w i t h  a l l  o u r  normal sec -
re t  documents. They were a l l  i n  one drawer,  and t h i s  was i n  
t h e r e  wi th  them. 
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What I was focusing on, you s a i d  t h a t  when youa. 
were looking f o r  t h e  f o l d e r  t h a t  eventua l ly  turned  out  t o  be 
the  Task Force Barker f o l d e r ,  you came upon a f o l d e r  which you 
showed t o  Major COX. They s a i d ,  "No, t h a t  d o e s n ' t  have i n  it 
what we're  looking f o r . "  You s a i d  t h a t  i n  t h a t  f o l d e r  you 
found t h i s  Vietnamese document--

A. ( In terpos ing)  No. You asked me, "Do you ever  
remember any Vietnamese document?" This was n o t  i n  the  f i l e  
t h a t  they s a i d ,  "No, t h i s  i s  no good. " This was t h e  only 
~ i e t n a m e s edocument t h a t  I ever  knew about. 

Q- You misunderstood my ques t ion .  I was t a l k i n g  about 
t h a t  s p e c i f i c  f o l d e r ,  and you s a i d  t h e r e  was no Vietnamese docu-
ment i n  t h a t  f o l d e r .  

A, No, I ' m  100 pe rcen t  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  f o l d e r  t h a t  they 
s a i d ,  "No, t h i s  i s  no good," I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  was no Vietnamese 
document i n  t h e r e .  

Q e  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any communications i n  t h e r e  from 
General KOSTER t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I d i d n ' t  look a t  it c l o s e l y  enough t o  s e e  any names. 
I looked a t  it c lose ly  enough t o  t e l l  i f  it was w r i t t e n  i n  
English.  You know, you glance through, it was w r i t t e n  i n  Eng-
l i s h .  But I d o n ' t  know who it was from. 

Q- And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any re fe rence  t o  a l l eged  
k i l l i n g s  of c i v i l i a n s  o r  anything of t h i s  s o r t  i n  the  f i l e ?  

A. No. 

Q- You c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name of  t h e  f i l e ?  

A,  No. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Do you th ink  t h a t  f i l e  i s  s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  s e e  why it wouldn ' t  be. 

MR MACCRATE: But you wouldn ' t  know what t o  t e l l  us t o  look f o r ?  
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A. It w a s  r e p o r t  of something,  and I d o n ' t  remember 
i f  it had one o f  o u r  fancy l i t t l e  s t i c k e r s  on it where it w a s  
typed  up o r  i f  it was w r i t t e n  a c r o s s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  s e e  any rea-
son why it wou ldn ' t  b e  t h e r e  under normal c i rcumstances .  I t  
was something they  k e p t  a running f i l e  on. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h i s  i s  what you 'd  be looking  f o r .  Again, I might have 
misunderstood a q u e s t i o n  you asked me o r  something,  b u t  it 
d i d n ' t  seem t o  be anyth ing  o u t  of  t h e  o rd ina ry .  I mean w e  
k e p t  r e p o r t s  on ,  what do they c a l l  t h o s e ,  t e r r o r i s t  a t t a c k s  i n  
ou r  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s ,  a t t a c k s  on v i l l a g e s  and hamle ts  by t h e  
g u e r i l l a s  and VC and such and such .  I t  appears  t o  m e  t h a t  it 
w a s  something a long  t h a t  l i n e ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  what you 'd  
be  l ook ing  f o r  o r  n o t .  

Q- W e l l ,  t h e  t h i n g s  i n  which we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  are 
accompanying documents t h a t  may i n  and of  themselves  appear  o f  
no p a r t i c u l a r  importance,  b u t  a s  p a r t  of t h e  whole p i c t u r e  
t h a t  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  could have some r e l evance .  
But from your  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  f i l e  i t ' s  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  r e q u e s t  it. 

COL ARMSTRONG: L e t  me ask you ano the r  t h i n g .  Do you happen 
t o  r e c a l l  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  f o l d e r ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  i n c i d e n t  
r e p o r t ,  t h e  e a r l i e s t  d a t e  of  any document i n  t h e r e ?  

A, I remember t h e y  were o l d .  To m e  t hey  w e r e  o l d  
meaning-- L. 


Q. C.1nterposing) Before  your  t ime? 

A. I t  went way back.  I wasn I t i n  t h e  Army when t h e s e  
t h i n g s  w e r e  da t ed .  What I cons ide red  way back i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h e  b r i g a d e  w a s  when they  f i r s t  came over .  

Q- You t h i n k  t h e  documents p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e s e  e v e n t s  
w e r e  that o l d ?  

A. Y e s .  . . .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know t h e  f i l e  number o r  t h e  f i l e  f o l d e r ,  
you j u s t  know- t h a t  t h e  f i l e  I s  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I wou ldn ' t  s a y  I could  even f i n d  it, because I 
w a s n ' t  e v e r  t h a t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t  s a f e ,  
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Q. T h i s  was i n  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  s a f e ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h i s  was i n  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  s a f e .  

MR MACCRATE: W e l l ,  . S p e c i a l i s t  GEIGER,  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  
coming i n ,  You can see t h a t  w e  are l e a v i n g  no s t o n e  un turned .  
A s  w e  g e t  t h e  p i e c e s  t o g e t h e r ,  w e  have q u i t e  a  b i t  of  i n f o r -
mation assembled,  and t h e r e ' s  a few l i t t l e  p l a c e s  h e r e  and 
t h e r e  where w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  complete  t h e  p i c t u r e .  I f  t h e r e ' s  
any th ing  t h a t  comes t o  y o u r  mind t h a t  o u r  q u e s t i o n i n g  s u g g e s t s ,  
w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  you r  l e t t i n g  us  know about  it. Do you 
have any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  ask  o f  us a t  t h i s  
t i m e ,  o r  any s t a t e m e n t s  you 'd  l i k e  t o  make f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ?  , 

We'd be  happy t o  have it. 

A. No, I j u s t  wish  I cou ld  recal l  some o f  t h e s e  
t h i n g s ,  something t h a t  may have been i m p o r t a n t ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  
c a n ' t  remember. It j u s t  d i d n ' t  s e e m  i m p o r t a n t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  
If I had known t h a t  it may have been impor t an t ,  I ' m  s u r e  I 
would remember it l i k e  t h a t  because  I fancy myself  a s  some-
one hav ing  a p r e t t y  good memory on t h i n g s  t h a t  may matter. 

COL ARMSTRONG: W e l l  thank you a g a i n  f o r  coming i n  and I ' d  l i k e  
t o  remind you o f  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  you s a i d  you r e a d .  To you 
m i l i t a r y  peop l e  w e  d i r e c t  you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  what  might  have 
t r a n s p i r e d  h e r e ,  and n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  o t h e r  
w i t n e s s e s  o r  anybody else.  However, t h i s  does n o t  app ly ,  of  
cou r se ,  i f  you are c a l l e d  b e f o r e  a c o n g r e s s i o n a l  subcommittee , 

o r  some o f f i c i a l  body t h a t  h a s  a r i g h t  t o  ask  q u e s t i o n s  about  
t h i s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1055 h o u r s ,  6 February  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : GERBERDING , Robert K .  SGM 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 27 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Brigade I n t e l l i g e n c e  NCO. 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

GERBERDING was a s s i s t a n t  NCOIC o f  t h e  TOC (pg. 3 )  . 
H e  mainta ined t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  maps and i n t e l l i g e n c e  
records  (pg. 3 ) .  An i n t e l l i g e n c e  e s t i m a t e  was p repared  f o r  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  based on in fo rmat ion  r e c e i v e d  from t h e  
America1 ~ i v i s i o n  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ) .  A t  t h a t  t ime they  had very 
l i t t l e  in fo rmat ion  about  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 5 ) .  While t h e r e  was 
some l i a i s o n  wi th  t h e  ARVN o f f i c i a l s ,  Vietnamese i n t e l l i g e n c e  
in fo rmat ion  was ske tchy  and,  t h e  w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d ,  h i g h l y  
u n r e l i a b l e  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ) .  There was no w r i t t e n  G2 e s t i m a t e  
p repared  f o r  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n ,  because none was 
reques ted  by t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  S2 shop (pgs .  6 ,  7 )  . The 
w i t n e s s ,  t h u s ,  was n o t  aware o f  t h e  p lann ing  f o r  t h e  
16 March o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  3 ,  7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  t h e  
11 th  Brigade had t h e  miss ion  o f  knocking o u t  t h e  48th Local  
Force B a t t a l i o n  which was well-equipped,  w e l l  t r a i n e d  and 
i n  good f i g h t i n g  c o n d i t i o n  (pg. 8 ) .  H e  knew no th ing  about  
t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  ARVN p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ,  n o r  d i d  he r e c a l l  a  b r i e f i n g  by HENDERSON o f  t h e  
a t t e m p t  t o  o b t a i n  an A0 e x t e n s i o n  (pgs .  11, 1 2 ) .  A s  America1 
Div i s ion  INTSUM r e p o r t s  were o u t d a t e d ,  it would have been 
f o o l i s h  f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  S2 t o  recommend t h a t  an o p e r a t i o n  
be conducted on t h e s e  r e p o r t s  (pg.  1 0 ) .  The i n t e l l i g e n c e  
e s t i m a t e  t h a t  was p repared  d i d  n o t  s t a t e  t h a t  women and 
c h i l d r e n  would b e  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a  a t  a c e r t a i n  t i m e  a s  
t h i s  would have been imposs ib le  t o  p r e d i c t  (pg.  5 4 )  . 
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2. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  Knowledge of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Because o f  t h e  number of  o p e r a t i o n s  wi th  which 
he was invo lved ,  GERBERDING d i d  n o t  remember much about  
t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 5 ) .  Sometime d u r i n g  t h a t  
day Task Force Barker  r e p o r t e d  c o n t a c t ,  a  body count  o f  
69 VC K I A  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  and a t o t a l  
body count  around 120 (pgs.  1 6 ,  1 7 ) .  While he  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  number o f  f r i e n d l y  c a s u a l t i e s ,  he remembered 
t h a t  on ly  two o r  t h r e e  weapons were cap tu red  (pg. 1 7 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  remember a r a d i o  r e p o r t  o f  a l a r g e  number 
o f  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  o r  a t r a n s m i s s i o n  by t h e  b r i g a d e  
commander concerning unnecessary k i l l i n g  (pgs .  1 9 ,  55, 5 6 ) .  
However, t h e  b r i g a d e  commander would have used a frequency 
o t h e r  than  t h a t  which t h e  w i t n e s s  was moni tor ing  (pgs .  1 9 ,  
2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember h e a r i n g  a message o v e r  t h e  a i r  
t h a t  23 c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d ,  and he d i d  n o t  s e e  how 
any VC-civi l ian d i s t i n c t i o n  could  have been made among e 
dead bod ies  (pgs .  56,  6 3 ) .  H e  knew no th ing  about  a r e p a r t  p i  

t h a t  30-40 VC had l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i u n  CV 
(pg. 6 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  thought  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  had r e c e i v e d  
s n i p e r  f i r e  (pg. 2 5 ) .  A s  f a r  a s  he was concerned it was a 4 
normal o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 7 ) .  -4 

E v a l u a t i a n  o f  t h e  body r e p o r t .  

GERBERDING was n o t  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
h i g h  body count  and a low weapons count  because t h e  on ly  
t i m e  they  had a  h igh  weapons count  was when they  d i s -  
covered a  weapons cache (pg. 23) . Weapons were u s u a l l y  
recovered  from dead VC by VC sympathizers  i n  t h e  a r e a  
(pg. 1 8 ) .  H e  did n o t  t h i n k  t h e  count  was l o p s i d e d  and d i d  
n o t  s u s p e c t  it (pgs.  1 8 ,  29) . , H e  d i d  n o t  f e e l  i t  was h i s  
p r e r o g a t i v e  t o  q u e s t i o n  tk uni ts  K I A  r e p o r t  o f  69 a r t i l l e r y  
K I A  (pgs .  21, 3 1 ) .  

3 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  s e e  a combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  
f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 3 3 ) .  While he spoke t o  Se rgean t  
STEPHEN'S about  Task Force B a r k e r ' s  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e r e  was no 
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p a r t i c u l a r  emphasis on t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 3 3 ) .  
He remembered no d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  STEPHENS about  t h e  
number o f  U.S. c a s u a l t i e s ,  and he f e l t  t h a t  any such 
remarks by him would have been s t u p i d  (pg. 7 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
ask  STEPHENS why s o  few weapons had been recovered  (pg. 77) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  people  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a f t e r  it 
was o v e r  (pg. 3 2 ) .  Although he spoke wi th  L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON 
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  was 
n o t  mentioned (pg. 6 3 )  . 
4 .  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

a .  Rece ip t  o f  t h e  r e p o r t .  

Sometime i n  e a r l y  A p r i l  GERBERDING was g iven a  f o l d e r  
of l o o s e  papers  by h i s  s u p e r i o r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, 
which i n c l u d e d  a handwr i t t en  d r a f t  response  by Colonel  
HENDERSON t o  a l e t t e r  from General  KOSTER (pgs.  30, 34, 6 4 ) .  
BLACKLEDGE d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  f o l d e r ' s  c o n t e n t s  w i t h  him 
(pg. 6 7 ) .  However, he was t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
s t a t u s  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  was mainta ined (pg. 3 6 ) .  Other  than  
BLACKLEDGE and himsel f  t h e  only  o t h e r  person i n  h i s  o f f i c e  
who knew abou t  it up t o  t h e  t ime o f  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  was 
S p e c i a l i s t  F ive  BAILEY who typed HENDERSON'S handwri t ten  
d r a f t  (pgs .  37, 48, 62, 6 5 ) .  H e  i d e n t i f i e d  ~ x h i b i t  R-5 
a s  t h e  r e p l y  t h a t  was typed f o r  HENDERSON (pg. 3 7 )  . 

b.  Contents  o f  t h e  ib lder .  

HENDERSON'S r e p l y  was an answer t o  a  person- to-
person l e t t e r  from KOSTER d i r e c t i n g  HENDERSON t o  respond a s  
soon a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  a  compla in t  from t h e  Son Tinh Dis t r ic t  
c h i e f  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  450 innocen t  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  
by Task Force Barker  d u r i n g  t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs.  2 9 ,  
3 4 ,  35, 44, 5 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember t h e  d a t e  on KOSTER1s 
l e t t e r ,  however, i t  had t o  be very  c l o s e  t o  t h e  d a t e  o f  
HENDERSON'Sle t t e r  (pg. 4 9 ) .  KOSTER's l e t t e r  had a type-
w r i t t e n  o f f i c i a l  America1 l e t t e r h e a d  on it (pg. 5 2 ) .  A 
Vietnamese l e t t e r  and a t r a n s l a t i o n ,  which resembled 
E x h i b i t  M-34, were i n c l o s e d  i n  KOSTER's l e t t e r  (pgs .  35,36,  
45) . The VC propaganda l e a f l e t  was a l s o  inc luded  (pgs. 38, 
3 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  RODRIGUEZ'  11 ~ p r i l1968 
s t a t e m e n t  and t h u s  could  n o t  account  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
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between it and t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  le t ter  (pgs.  39, 51, 
52,  7 1 ) .  The on ly  document o f  which h e  had a c l e a r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  

-was  E x h i b i t  R-5, and h e  d i d  n o t  know how t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  
w e r e  o b t a i n e d  o r  what happened t o  them (pgs.  38, 40, 4 1 ,  '47, 
7 1 ) .  GERBERDING d i d  n o t  remember i f  TOAN's name was 
mentioned i n  KOSTER's letter (pg. 45) . H e  d i d  n o t  know how 
HENDERSON g a t h e r e d  the f a c t s  f o r  h i s  r e p o r t  (pg. 4 3 ) .  

c. Dispatch  o f  t h e  r e p o r t .  

The w i t n e s s  had f o u r  c o p i e s  made o f  HENDERSON'S 
le t ter ,  t h r e e  o f  which he  forwarded one o f  which he k e p t  
a s  a f i l e  copy (pg. 46) . H e  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t h e  f o l d e r  t o  
BLACKLEDGE who forwarded it t o  HENDERSON f o r  HENDERSON'S 
s i g n a t u r e  (pgs.  46, 6 6 ) .  A f t e r  HENDERSON s i g n e d  it, 
GERBERDING r e c e i v e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  and t h e  c o p i e s  f o r  
d i s p a t c h  (pg. 6 6 ) .  I t  was d e l i v e r e d  by t h e  d a i l y  c o u r i e r  
and marked "Eyes o f  t h e  CG Only" (pgs.  45, 6 9 ) .  I t  was i n  
a double s e a l e d  envelope  (pg. 45) . One o f  t h e  carbons  • 

was marked " F i l e  RKB" (pg. 66) . "RKB" was BLACKLEDGE'S 
i n i t i a l l i n g  (pg. 46) . either KOSTER's l e t t e r  n o r  i t s  C! 
i n c l o s u r e s  w e r e  r e t u r n e d  t o  GERBERDING and he  al lowed t h a t  v-
HENDERSON mzght have k e p t  them Cpgs. 47 ,65,66,67) .  A t  t h e  CV 
t i m e  it was d i s p a t c h e d  t h e  document was g iven a "conf ident i ' a l"  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  (pg. 56) . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  remember h a n d l i g  -I 
t h e  document to t h e  c o u r i e r  and surmised t h a t  it was p icked -1 

f o r  d e l i v e r y  from h i s  b a s k e t  (pg. 6 9 ) .  

d .  GERBERDING's r e t e n t i o n  o f  a copy o f  HENDERSON'S 
r e p o r t .  

GERBERDING p laced  t h e  f i l e  copy o f  t h e  r e p o r t  
i n  a f o l d e r  he mainta ined i n  h i s  desk f o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
correspondence (pgs.  4 1 ,  5 7 ) .  This  correspondence was n o t  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  G2 l o g  because p e r s o n a l  o r  s e c r e t  m a t t e r s  
w e r e  n o t  logged (pg. 5 7 ) .  H e  i d e n t i f i e d  R-5 a s  t h e  copy 
he k e p t  (pg. 4 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know what o t h e r  documents 
were i n  h i s  s e c r e t  f o l d e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  was no th ing  e l s e  i n  it 
f o r  HENDERSON'S eyes  on ly  (pgs .  61, 62) . Nei the r  HENDERSON 
nor  BLACKLEDGE e v e r  asked him about  t h e  r e p o r t  (pg. 6 2 ) .  
When GERBERDING l e f t  he t o l d  h i s  replacement ,  Se rgean t  
CAMELL, about  t h e  s e c r e t  f o l d e r  and showed him HENDERSON'S 
document (pgs .  4 2 ,  60,  6 8 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  BLACKLEDGE 
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(The hea r i ng  reconvened a t  0930 hours ,  27 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing named persons  are p r e sen t :  MR WEST, 
COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

RCDR : I have t h r e e  documents t o  be e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
record .  The f i r s t  i s  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary e x t r a c t  from 
Headquarters ,  America1 Div i s ion ,  s u b j e c t :  INTSUM 75-68, da t ed  
1 6  March 1968. Th i s  i s  en t e r ed  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and marked a s  
Exh ib i t  R-21. The second e x t r a c t  i s  INTSUM 76-68, da t ed  17 
March 1968. Th i s  i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked a s  
Exh ib i t  R-22. T h e  t h i r d  i s  INTSUM 77-68, da t ed  18 March 
1968. Th i s  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  E x h i b i t  R-23. 

The n e x t  w i tne s s  i s  Sergeant  Major Robert K. GERBER-
D I N G .  

(SGM GERBERDING was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows:)  

RCDR: S t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  num-
b e r ,  branch o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Robert K. GERBERDING, Headquarters  
Company, FASCOM, Korea, United S t a t e s  Army. 

MR WEST: Sergean t  Major GERBERDING, have you r ead  our  Ex-
h i b i t  M-57, which g i v e s  you t h e  in fo rmat ion  and purpose of 
t h i s  hea r ing?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you been given any o r d e r  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  cou r t -mar t i a l  c a se  o f  United S t a t e s  v .  Ca l l ey  
and United S t a t e s  v. Mi tche l l ?  

A. No, sir .  
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Q. A s  you know Sergeant Major GERBERDING, we a r e  p r i -  
mari ly i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i nqu i r ing  i n t o  t h e  prel iminary i n v e s t i -
ga t ions  t h a t  were made i n t o  t h e  so-cal led My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  I 
assume t h e  opera t ion  took p lace  16 March 1968, t o  determine 
t h e  adequacy of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and, a s  a c o l l a t e r a l  mat te r  
t o  determine whether t h e r e  was any coverup, o r  any at tempt t o  
withhold informat ion of what had happened. 

This  a rose  o u t  of a pub l i c  r e a l i z a t i o n  l a s t  Novem- 
b e r  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  had happened over a  year  and a  h a l f  be-
fo re  and it d i d n ' t  become known f o r  a long time. So t h e r e  
were immediate ques t ions  r a i s e d  by t h e  p re s s  and o t h e r  peo- 
p l e .  Had t h e r e  been a coverup? Was the  A m y  t r y i n g  t o  con-
c e a l  something? This i s  t h e  primary th ing  t h a t  we a r e  looking 
i n t o .  

We th ink  from your p o s i t i o n ,  from what you heard,  
you occupied a  key p o s i t i o n  and very l i k e l y  knew o r  know some 
f a c t s  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  us i n  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Sergeant Major GERBERDING, f o r  t h e  record,  would 
you t e l l  us what your p o s i t i o n  and duty assignment was on 16 
March 196 8? 

A. On t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e  I cannot t e l l  you, bu t  I 
can t e l l  you t h a t  my duty assignment while I was i n  Vietnam 
was the  br igade  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r .  

Q. The 11th Brigade? 

A. 11 th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade,  yes ,  s i r .  

Q - Was it a t tached  t o  t h e  America1 Division? 

A. Under ope ra t iona l  con t ro l  of t h e  America1 Divi- 
s ion ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q *  Did you t r a i n  with t he  br igade i n  Hawaii? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q - And you came over with them when they deployed t o  
Vietnam? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q *  What were your d u t i e s  t h e r e  i n  t h e  br igade i n  March 
1968? J u s t  what d u t i e s  d i d  you perform? 

A. Well, t h e r e  were s e v e r a l ,  s i r .  My main func t ion  
was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  TOC NCOIC. We had t h e  br igade TOC, o r  t ac -
t i c a l  opera t ions  cen te r .  The s e n i o r  NCO was t h e  se rgeant  major 
and a t  t h a t  t i m e  I was a master se rgeant .  I was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
NCOIC and w e  worked i n  12-hour s h i f t s .  That was my main func-
t i o n .  I n  add i t i on ,  I maintained t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  maps and i n -
t e l l i g e n c e  records  and s o  f o r t h .  

Q e  Did you take  t h e  day s h i f t  i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q = And who was t h e  NCOIC? 

A. The NCOIC was Sergeant Major KIRKPATRICK, t he  
opera t ions  se rgeant .  

Q When d i d  you f i r s t  hear  of t h i s  p l an ,  t h e  Son My 
operat ion? 

A. Well, t h a t  p lan  doesn ' t  r i n g  a b e l l  wi th  me, s i r .  

Q- Well, maybe they t a l k e d  about it as  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
Operation? 

A. A t  t h a t  time t h e r e  was no P i n k v i l l e  Operation. 
I t  was a normal CA by t h e  r i f l e  company on 16 March. The 
b a t t a l i o n  had a code word f o r  it. A t  t h e  headquar ters  we 
d i d n ' t  know. I t  was a normal, every-day opera t ion .  

Q You mean t a sk  force?  

A. Task f o r c e ,  yes ,  s i r .  

Q. Were you aware i n  t h e  TOC of t h e  planning of t h i s  
opera t ion  t h a t  was going on? 

A. No, s ir .  The b a t t a l i o n  o r  t ask  fo rce  conducted 
t h e i r  own ope ra t ions .  
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Q- W e l l ,  do you mean by t h a t  they d i d n ' t  even g e t  
.approval o f  t h e  br igade before  they en t e red  upon an opera t ion?  

A. No, s i r .  They requi red  approval of t h e  br igade 
commander, b u t  t h e  p repa ra t ion ,  planning and s o  on was a t  t h e  
d i s c r e t i o n  of  b a t t a l i o n  o r  t h e  t a sk  force  commander. The f i n a l  
approval  had t o  be from t h e  br igade commander. Of course he 
approved. the  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  a r t i l l e r y  support  and s o  f o r t h .  The 
mechanics and s o  on were done by t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  t h a t  
s t a r t e d  on 16 March 1968, t h a t  it was necessary t o  g e t  .an ex-
t ens ion  of t h e  AO? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r .  I t  might have been pos- 
s i b l e  because t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r ea  you ' re  t a l k i n g  about was 
s l i g h t l y  o u t  of our  AO. 

MR.WEST: I showyou t h e  1:25,000mapt SergeantMajorGERBER-
D I N G ,  which has t h e  plan f o r  t h i s  opera t ion  l a i d  o u t  on it. 

(MR WEST o r i e n t e d  t h e  wi tness  t o  MAP-4 . )  

Q - Does t h i s  map r e f r e s h  your memory a t  a l l  about 
t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Well, sir. The opera t ion  and p l ans ,  I was not  i n -
volved. This w a s  not  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  This was handled by 
the  ope ra t ions ,  b u t  i t  looks f a m i l i a r  t o  me. 

Q. .Do you remember working on an i n t e l l i g e n c e  study 
i n  t h i s  a r ea  o r  perhaps a s s i s t i n g  Task Force i n  t h e i r  i n t e l -  
l igence  e s t ima te  of where t h e  operation--  

A. ( In t e rpos ing )  We d i d  prepare one, yes ,  s i r .  

Q - Who was t h e  S2 a t  t h e  time? 

A. Lieutenant  Colonel BLACKLEDGE. 

Q. Could you t e l l  us something about t h e  prepara t ion  
of t h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  es t imate  of t he  operat ion? 
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A. T h i s  was most ly based on in fo rmat ion  w e  r e c e i v e d  
from t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  Of c o u r s e ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  March, 
w e  had ve ry  l i t t l e  in fo rmat ion  about  t h i s  a r e a .  Of c o u r s e ,  
t h i s  t a s k  f o r c e ,  when they  occupied t h a t  a r e a  around 27 Jan- 
uary ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a l l  t h e  in fo rmat ion  w e  had was r e c e i v e d  from 
t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  W e  had some documents w e  r e c e i v e d  from 
a ROK Marine b r i g a d e  which o p e r a t e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a  p r i o r  and t h e  
4 th  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n ,  3d Br igade ,  which a t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  p r i o r  
t o  us coming t o  Vietnam occupied  t h e  a r e a  which t h e  1 1 t h  B r i -
gade l a t e r  on occupied .  W e  were unable t o  c o l l e c t  any type  
of  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and a l l  w e  cou ld  f u r n i s h  Task Force i s  what 
we r e c e i v e d  from p r i o r  s o u r c e s ,  p l u s  o u r  l a t e s t  c o l l e c t i o n  by 
aero-scouts  and i n t e l l i g e n c e  s o u r c e s .  

Q. Right .  Task f o r c e  had a couple  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  
t h e  a r e a  b e f o r e .  Do you remember t h i s  i n  February? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. There was one i n  February.  

Q- A r e  you t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h o s e  o p e r a t i o n s  
you d i d n ' t  c o l l e c t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  i n t e l l i g e n c e  on t h e  enemy 
a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. Very l i t t l e ,  sir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  if t h e r e  w e r e  many p r i s o n e r s  t aken  
and i n t e r r o g a t e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I r e c a l l  s i r ,  t h e r e  were no p r i s o n e r s  
taken.  

Q. Did you have any d i r e c t  s o u r c e s  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
from t h e  Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s ,  through e i t h e r  t h e  province  

. 	 c h i e f  o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  Did you have l i a i s o n ,  f o r  example, 
w i t h  t h e  a d v i s o r y  s t a f f  s o  t h a t  you cou ld  go t o  your counter -
p a r t s  on t h o s e  s t a f f s  f o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e ?  

A. W e  had some s i r ,  a l though my i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e c t i o n  
handled t h e  l i a i s o n .  Task f o r c e  d e a l t  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  d i s -  
t r i c t  c h i e f  a t  Son Tinh which i s  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  of Route 1 
here  and made l i a i s o n  and e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  d i s -  
t r i c t  c h i e f  and g o t  some in fo rmat ion  from him, I presume. 
The 2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  a t  Quang Ngai,  which i s  j u s t  below 
t h e  Song Tra  Khuc h e r e  f u r n i s h e d  some i n t e l l i g e n c e  informa- 
t i o n  through t h e  52d M I  Detachment which was ass igned  t o  
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t h e  br igade.  But t h e  Vietnamese information was very sketchy 
and I f e l t ,  h igh ly  u n r e l i a b l e .  

Q- Do you remember t h e  name of t h e  detachment com-
mander of t h e  M I  detachment? Major LABRIOLA? 

A. No, sir. Major FLETCHER was t h e  i n i t i a l  comrnan-
d e r  and l a t e r  on a Captain LABRIOLA took a f t e r  Major FLETCHER 
l e f t .  

Q- I be l i eve  Captain LABRIOLA was i n  command a t  t h e  
time. A r e  you acquainted wi th  Lieutenant  JOHNSON of t h e  M I  
detachment? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- He went o u t  on t h i s  opera t ion  with  Cha r l i e  Com- 
pany when it CA'd i n  on t h e  16th: Was he s e n t  by your sec-
t i o n ?  

A. No, sir .  The t a s k  force  commander made d i r e c t  
con tac t  wi th  t h e  M I  and he could ask f o r  any M I  support  he 
needed, provided t h e r e  was no cornrnittment o r  requirement on 
t h e  detachment by t h e  br igade S2. 

Q- I see, s o  it was arranged. Was t h i s  a t  t h e  r e -
ques t  of t h e  t a sk  fo rce  commander? 

A. I would presume so.  Yes, sir .  

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  sending him o u t  wi th  a m i s s i o n  
f o r  your o f f i c e  of t h e  br igade? 

A. No, sir. Not from my shop. 

Q. Did your o f f i c e  prepare  a w r i t t e n  G 2  es t imate  f o r  
t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir .  Not t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one. A s  a  mat te r  
of f a c t ,  on any company o r  b a t t a l i o n  type of opera t ion  we 
d i d n ' t  f u rn i sh  any s p e c i f i c ,  o r  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n -
formation un less  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  requi red  it. I n  o t h e r  words, 
we furn i shed  up-to-date and t h e  l a t e s t  information t o  t h e  
u n i t s ,  bu t  t h e i r  S2 c o l l e c t e d  t h e i r  own i n t e l l i g e n c e  
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i n fo rmat ion .  Unless  they  asked f o r  it w e  d i d  n o t  make spe-  
c i f i c  s t u d i e s  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  town, v i l l a g e ,  o r  hamlet .  

Q. W e l l ,  i n  t h i s  case you remember Cap ta in  KOTOUC,
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  S2, h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t ,  Se rgean t  
STEPHENS coming i n  t o  work w i t h  you, g e t t i n g  ready f o r  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I have never  seen  Capta in  KOTOUC, s i r ,  and Ser-  
gean t  STEPHENS d i d  n o t  come t o  me f o r  any s p e c i f i c  i n t e l l i -  
gence on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  o f '  course  t h i s  was a normal' opera-  
t i o n  l i k e  any o t h e r  company o p e r a t i o n  i n  Vietnam. W e  had two 
more b a t t a l i o n s  which w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  and they  
r e c e i v e d  no s p e c i f i c  i n t e l l i g e n c e  in fo rmat ion  o r  e s t i m a t e  
f o r  t h e i r  day-to-day o p e r a t i o n  u n l e s s  they  asked f o r  it. 

Q. W e  have r e c e i v e d  some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h i s  opera-  
t i o n  had been planned t o  get  under way some l i t t l e  t i m e  be-
f o r e ,  o r  pe rhaps  a  week o r  two b e f o r e  and then  i t  had been 
postponed. Can you r e c a l l  t h i s  c i rcumstance?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  any o p e r a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a l i t t l e  b i t  
of p lanning.  I t  c a n ' t  be done on t h e  s p u r  of  t h e  moment. 
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander planned t h i s  a few 
days,  maybe a week i n  advance which I do n o t  know. I t  was 
de layed ,  t h e n  t h e r e  must t o  have been reasons  f o r  i t .  Lack 
of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  o r  a i r l i f t  c a p a b i l i t y  o r  s o  on ,  which 
again  I do n o t  know. 

Q. You don'  t r e c a l l  t h e  c i rcumstances?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

COL FRANKLIN: You never  saw Capta in  KOTOUC? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q- I s n ' t  t h a t  s o r t  of s t r a n g e ,  f o r  a s u b o r d i n a t e  S2 
n o t  t o  s e e  him? 

A. Well ,  s ir ,  he  never  came down. My Brigade S2  was 
Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, b u t  h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t  I never  saw 
him, because  my p l a c e  o f  du ty  was a t  t h e  TOC. 
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Q. Did you e v e r  see t h e  o t h e r  4/3 and 3/1 S2 up t h e r e  
a t  t h e  l l t h  Br igade  CP? 

A. When t h e y  s topped  by t h e  TOC, y e s ,  sir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anything about  t h e  48th l o c a l  f o r c e  
VC b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - How abou t  t e l l i n g  us  what you can remember 
S e r g e a n t  Major? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  in fo rmat ion  w e  had on f i l e  when w e  
a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam was t h a t  t h e  48th VC l o c a l  b a t t a l i o n  was 
o p e r a t i n g  i n  what t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e  Batangan Pen insu la .  They 
had been t h e r e  f o r  I d o n ' t  know how many y e a r s .  W e  w e r e  
t o l d  a t  least 10 y e a r s  t h e y  had been o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
A l l  a t t e m p t s  t o  d i s l o d g e  o r  wipe them o u t  i n  t h e  p a s t  had 
been unsuccess fu l .  They w e r e  t r a v e l i n g  t h e  range of t h i s  
a r e a  h e r e  i n  t h e  Son My v a l l e y .  They w e r e  s w i t c h i n g  around 
back and f o r t h .  S e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  had been made by t h e  4 t h  
D i v i s i o n ,  and t h e  Korean Marines b e f o r e  them t o  p i n  t h e a  
down and wipe them o u t ,  and a l l  t h e s e  a t t e m p t s  had been 
unsuccess fu l .  However, d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  I was i n  Vietnam, 
w e  had s e v e r a l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  48th o r  e lements  o f  t h e  
48th B a t t a l i o n .  

Q- W e l l ,  was t h a t  a g o a l  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  ~ r i g a d e ,  t o  
wipe o u t  t h e  48th VC b a t t a l i o n ?  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  have you 
e v e r  hea rd  Colonel  HENDERSON o r  t h e  S 3 ,  Major MCKN'IGHT, t a l k  
about  t h a t ?  Did t h i s  e v e r  come up a t  b r i e f i n g s  or conversa-
t i o n s ,  t a l k i n g  about  wiping o u t  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Tha t  I do n o t  know, s ir .  I have n o t  h e a r d ,  b u t  
our  miss ion  was t o  d e s t r o y  any VC u n i t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  what t h e i r  
d e s i g n a t i o n  was, o p e r a t i n g  i n  our  AO, and t h i s  was p a r t  of 
o u r  AO. 

Q- You remember what k i n d  o f  shape t h e  48th  was i n  
about  March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  They were supposed t o  b e  well-equipped,  
w e l l - t r a i n e d ,  and i n  good f i g h t i n g  c o n d i t i o n .  
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Q- W e l l ,  it may have s l i p p e d  your  mind, b u t  a f t e r  T e t ,  
when they  went i n t o  Quang Ngai, i n  one o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r s ,  
they  took horrendous c a s u a l t i e s ,  Se rgean t  Major. They l o s t  a 
b a t t a l i o n  commander k i l l e d ,  two company commanders k i l l e d  and 
perhaps one c a p t u r e d ,  and they  were c a r r i e d ,  a t  l e a s t  by d i v i s i o n ,  
i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  b a t t l e ,  a s  l i m i t e d  combat e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  What I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t  i s ,  tes t imony we g o t  from Task 
Force Baker i s  t h a t  t h e y  had v e r y  good i n t e l l i g e n c e  because 
t h e  48th  B a t t a l i o n  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ,  and 
t h a t  was one o f  t h e  prime reason f o r  l aunch ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  
I ' m  wondering where they  cou ld  have g o t t e n  t h i s  good 
i n t e l l i g e n c e ?  

A. I would s a y  from t h e  ARVN u n i t s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  
p o s s i b l y  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  a t  Son Tinh o r  t h e  2 d  ARVN 
Div i s ion  a t  Quang .Ngai.  

Q. You d i d  s a y  t h a t  ARVN i n t e l l i g e n c e  was n o t  very  
good, d i d  you n o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. L e t  me make one s t a t e m e n t  h e r e ,  s i r .  
Any t i m e  t h a t  w e  had any c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  ARVN p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h e y  s p e c i f i e d  u n i t s  t o  u s .  They s a i d  t h i s  i s  
t h e  48th  VC r e g a r d l e s s  of  t h e  VC. They saw them on ly  6  months 
ago o r  a  y e a r  ago, b u t  any th ing  t h a t  happened, o u r  f i r e  base  
g o t  mor ta red ,  o r  LZ g o t  a t t a c k e d ,  t h i s  is t h e  48th  VC, t h i s  
was t h e  3d NVA D i v i s i o n ,  t h i s  was s o  and s o .  They might have 
never  l e f t  t h e i r  home b a s e ,  b u t  they  t o l d  us  t h i s  was t h e  
48th VC d i v i s i o n ,  I mean b a t t a l i o n .  The 2d ARVN Div i s ion  
never  l e f t  t h e i r  home b a s e  w h i l e  I was t h e r e  a s  I r e c a l l ,  b u t  
they t o l d  u s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  48th VC b a t t a l i o n  
and maybe based  on t h a t  in fo rmat ion ,  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander 
decided t o  t r y  and wipe o u t  t h e  48th b a t t a l i o n ,  I don 't know. 

COL FRANKLIN: Thank you, Se rgean t  Major. 

LTC PATTERSON: Sergean t  Major, I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  R - 2 3 ,  
which i s  t h e  Americal Div i s ion  INTSUM, d a t e d  18 March 1968. 
I n  look ing  a t  t h i s ,  I ' m  assuming t h a t  on a  weekly b a s i s  t h e  
Americal D i v i s i o n  INTSUM c a r r i e d  u n i t  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  enemy 
f o r c e s .  Does t h a t  a g r e e  w i t h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Every Tuesday they  pub l i shed  t h e  o r d e r  
of b a t t l e .  
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Q. On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  morning, on 1 8  March, it 
i n d i c a t e s  t h e  48th b a t t a l i o n  VC, s t r e n g t h  8 0 ,  w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  
c o o r d i n a t e s  BS6977, w i t h  a d a t e  of  this l o c a t i o n  b e i n g  
confirmed by a g e n t  r e p o r t  a t  4 March. I t  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  on 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  INTSUM t h a t  t h e  44th Local  Force Company w i t h  
a s t r e n g t h  o f  some 50 w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  c o o r d i n a t e s  BS 7480 by 
a g e n t  r e p o r t  26 February.  Is t h i s  t h e  source  of your  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  as f a r  as enemy u n i t s  a r e  concerned? 

A. No, sir. T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  h i g h l y  o u t d a t e d ,  comes 
from a g e n t  r e p o r t s ,  and by t h e  t i m e  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  comes t o  u s  
it would be f o o l i s h  f o r  b r i g a d e  S2 t o  recommend t o  h i s  sub- 
o r d i n a t e  u n i t s  t o  conduct  an o p e r a t i o n  based on t h e s e  agen t  
r e p o r t s .  T h e i r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and d e p e n d a b i l i t y '  was F - 6 ,  
according t o  o u r  e v a l u a t i o n .  

Q. Does t h e  name Capta in  HOLBROOK mean any th ing  t o  
you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Who was Capta in  HOLBROOK? 

A. H e  w a s  t h e  S2 o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  
a t  Task Force Barker  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  
now, sir.  

Q - D i d  he  work a t  b r igade?  Did he  go back and f o r t h  
between b r i g a d e  and Task Force Barker? 

A. No, sir. H e  was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  b r i g a d e  S2 and 
when w e  formed Task Force  Barker  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, the S2,  
s e n t  him t o  Task Force Barker  as S2 and a s s i s t a n t  S3. I 
unders tand la ter  on Capta in  KOTOUC a l s o  a r r i v e d ,  who was t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r ,  and Capta in  KOTOUC became t h e  S2 and 
Capta in  HOLBROOK t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S3. 

Q. The reason  I ' m  a s k i n g ,  Se rgean t  Major, i s  t h a t  
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  j o u r n a l  o f  1 4  March 1968 ( E x h i b i t  M-16) 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Task Force Barker  r e c e i v e d  a "message from 
Capta in  HOLBROOK, 1 1 t h  B d e  A 0  e x t e n s i o n  h a s  n o t  been approved 
a s  y e t .  Delay caused by 2d ARVN." T h i s  was r e c e i v e d  a t  
Task Force  Barker  TOC which l e a d s  m e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Capta in  
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HOLBROOK w a s  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  somewhere o t h e r  than  a t  
t h e  TOC, and would a l s o  l e ad  m e  t o  assume t h a t  he  was t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  t h i s  A 0  ex t ens ion  approved. 

A. S i r ,  Capta in  HOLBROOK was some p l ace  up t h e r e  i n  
Task Force Barker.  

Q- I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p i n  you down a s  t o  where Capta in  
HOLBROOK was. I ' m  wondering about  M r .  WEST'S ques t i on  about  
t h i s  A 0  ex t ens ion  and t h e  procedure t o  g e t  t h i s  A 0  ex t ens ion ,  
i f  b r i gade  d i d  i n  f a c t  p l ay  a  p a r t  i n  it. 

A. W e l l ,  a l l  A 0  ex t ens ions  had t o  be approved by 
b r igade .  No b a t t a l i o n  could ope ra t e  o u t s i d e  any AO. Before 
any o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o r  t a s k  f o r c e  reques ted  
it. Since  w e  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  ARVN a r e a  o u r  r e q u e s t  
had t o  go through t h e  America1 Div i s ion  t o  2d ARVN Div i s ion  
r eques t i ng  an A 0  ex tens ion .  A s  I s a y ,  9 o u t  of  10 cases  
they  were approved, b u t  be fo r e  t h e  u n i t  could  move o u t  t h e  
approval  of  t h e i r  ex tens ion  had t o  be confirmed by t h e  
br igade .  Now t h e r e  might have been a c a se  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  
was ready t o  go on 16 March o r  1 4  March and t h e  approval  o f  
t h e  ex t ens ion  had n o t  been r ece ived  by t h e  Brigade TOC. 

Q* D o  you r e c a l l ,  Sergeant  Major, whether o r  n o t  
t h e r e  w a s  any a t t empt  t o  g e t  ARVN p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  
ope ra t i on?  

A. W e  have always t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h e  ARVN p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  
s i r ,  b u t  w e  were very  unsuccess fu l .  

Q. On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  Task Force Barker  
l og ,  i t e m  17 ,  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  on 15 March b r igade  had 
c a l l e d  Task Force Barker  and i n d i c a t e d  they  had a t tempted t o  
g e t  ARVN's  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  Do you r e c a l l  anything about  t h e  
b r i g a d e ' s  e f f o r t s  i n  t h i s  r egard?  

A. No, sir. 

MR WEST: I n  connect ion wi th  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  A 0  ex tens ion  o r  
i n  connect ion w i t h  Task Force Barker  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  an approval  
of t h i s  Son My o p e r a t i o n ,  do you r e c a l l  any b r i e f i n g s  f o r  
General LIPSCOMB, t h a t  you p l a c e  on o r  about  t h i s  t i m e ,  
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s h o r t l y  p r i o r  t o  16 March 1968? I r e a l i z e  t h a t  Colonel  
HENDERSON took command on t h e  1 5 t h .  

A. The g e n e r a l  had l e f t ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  he  l e f t  t h e  
f i r s t  week i n  March. Colonel  HENDERSON was t h e  b r i g a d e  
commander. 
Q- I see. Was he  t h e  a c t i n g  commander from around 
1 March? 

A. S i r ,  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  I t h i n k  General  LIPSCOMB 
d e p a r t e d  on 7 March, and a s  o f  1 March Colonel  HENDERSON was 
commanding o f f i c e r ,  b u t  I am n o t  p o s i t i v e  a s  t o  t h a t ,  sir. 
I t  should  be somewhere. I f  you have o u r  j o u r n a l ,  it shou ld  
be i n  o u r  r e c o r d s .  

Q- W e  have t h e  journa l .  Do you r e c a l l  a  b r i e f i n g  of 
Colonel  HENDERSON about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime it 
came o f f ,  perhaps  i n  connect ion  w i t h  o b t a i n i n g  an A0 
e x t e n s i o n ?  

A. W e l l  s i r ,  t h i s  would have been done a t  t h e  normal 
evening b r i e f i n g .  W e  had it every  n i g h t .  I t  was a t t e n d e d  by 
a l l  key s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  e n l i s t e d  men d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
t h a t .  

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i a l  b r i e f i n g  on t h i s  
s u b j e c t ?  T h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q- Did t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commanders normally a t t e n d  t h e  
evening b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. No s ir ,  t h e i r  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s  a t t e n d e d  once a 
week t h e  b a t t a l i o n  cominanders a t t e n d e d ,  on Saturdays .  

Q - Sergean t  Major GERBERDING, would you n o t i c e  t h i s  
e n t e r e d  on t h e  Task Force Barker  Log of 11 March ( n o t  e n t e r e d  
a s  an e x h i b i t )  , a message, l a t e  t h a t  evening,  t h a t  "General 
Bruce PALMER w i l l  a r r i v e  h e r e  l a t e  tomorrow and w i l l  be 
b r i e f e d  by Genera l  LIPSCOMB"? What about  your  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
f i l e s  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  Se rgean t  Major GERBERDING, d i d  you se t  
up t h e  f i l e s  and o r g a n i z e  them? 
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A. I made t h e  f i l e s  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  S2 o f f i c e ,  yes  
s ir ,  and a l s o  t h e  M I  detachment made f i l e s .  Now, t h e  o r d e r  
of  b a t t l e  was mainta ined by t h e  M I  detachment,  b u t  I mainta ined 
t h e  normal o f f i c e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f i l e s  o r  f u n c t i o n a l  f i l e s  and 
t h e  b r i g a d e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary which was p u b l i s h e d  by my 
o f f i c e .  

Q. Did you have an a s s i s t k t  t o  help you w i t h  t h i s  
work. 

A.  I had two c l e r k s .  

Q - Do you remember t h e i r  names? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  names o f fhand ,  sir .  

Q - The l o g  f o r  t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade f o r  15 March 
( n o t  e n t e r e d  a s  an e x h i b i t ) ,  shows a l a t e  e n t r y ,  " a t  0930 LZ 
Bronco, change of command ceremony. Colonel  HENDERSON assumed 
command o f  t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade from B r i g a d i e r  General  
C a r t e r  LIPSCOMB and B r i g a d i e r  General  LIPSCOMB depar ted . ' '  

A. On 11 March? 

Q =  1 5  March. 

A. Okay. 

Q- Does t h i s  r e f r e s h  your  memory now? Did you a t t e n d  
t h e  ceremony? Do you remember Genera l  LIPSCOMB be ing  t h e r e  
t a k i n g  p a r t ?  ' 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- The d a t e  was 15 March. Do you r e c a l l  now t h a t  he  
s t a y e d  i n  command u n t i l  t h e  ceremony? 

A. I would s a y ,  s i r ,  t h a t  h e  t u r n e d  over  o p e r a t i o n a l  
c o n t r o l  p r i o r  t o  h i s  d e p a r t u r e ,  because he was p r o c e s s i n g  o u t  
and c l e a r i n g  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  had a s  much t i m e  t o  devote  
t o  o p e r a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s  a s  he shou ld  have. I t h i n k  t h a t  
Colonel  HENDERSON conducted t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  b r i g a d e  p r i o r  
t o  1 5  March, sir .  
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Q For  what p e r i o d  of t i m e  would you say?  

A. S i r ,  i t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON 
w a s  n o t  i n  command, b u t  i n  charge ,  o r  had f u l l  hand, a s  of  
1 March. 

Q- Can you r e l a t e  t h a t  t o  any p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t ?  

A. W e l l ,  I r e c a l l  s e e i n g  General  LIPSCOMB very  r a r e l y .  
H e  made trips t o  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  and had h i s  ou t -
b r i e f i n g s  and s o  on,  and I t h i n k  h e  more o r  less phased- o u t  
o f  the p i c t u r e  and l e t  Colonel  HENDERSON g e t  i n t o  t h e  a c t  more. 

Q. What was Colonel  HENDERSON'S p o s i t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. H e  was t h e  deputy  b r i g a d e  commander, s'ir. 

Q Was he a l s o  c a l l e d  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  o r  d i d  t h e y  
use  t h e  term o f  deputy  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. W e  had a deputy b r i g a d e  commander when w e  had a 
CG i n  command, sir. L a t e r  on,  a f t e r  t h e  CG had d e p a r t e d ,  
w e  had an e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r .  

Q Task Force Barker  was f u n c t i o n i n g  a t  t h i s  t ime.  
A f t e r  Colonel  HENDERSON took h i s  command was t h e  p o s i t i o n  of 
e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  f i l l e d  r i g h t  away? 

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  One of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commanders, b u t  I cou ld  n o t  t e l l  you t h e  e x a c t  d a t e ,  because I 
w a s n ' t  t o o  much concerned w i t h  pe r sonne l  m a t t e r s .  I d i d n ' t  pay 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  what t i m e  o r  d a t e  p a r t i c u l a r  o f f i c e r s  assumed 
command, b u t  of fhand I would s a y  t h e  p o s i t i o n  was vacan t  f o r  
awhi le  . 
Q. Throughout t h i s  p e r i o d  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE 
con t inued  t o  be t h e  S2, i s  t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. L e t ' s  go t o  16 March 1968 now, Sergean t  Major
GERBERDING. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  day ,  when t h e  o p e r a t i o n  g o t  
s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a ?  
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A. 
t o  t h e  

L e t  m e  p u t  it t h i s  way, sir .  You 
o p e r a t i o n  o f  16 March? 

a r e  r e f e r r i n g  

Q. Y e s .  

A. While I was i n  Vietnam my b r i g a d e  conducted 
hundreds o f  o p e r a t i o n s  and i f  you asked me today i f  I r e c a l l  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 7 August, I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you a t h i n g  about  
it. None of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  were o f  any s i g n i f i c a n c e  when 
they  s t a r t e d .  Nothing was of  any importance.  Nobody a t t a c h e d  
any g r e a t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  it, u n l e s s  a major c o n t a c t  occured.  
So, whenever t h e y  s t a r t e d  a normal combat a s s a u l t  by company 
o r  b a t t a l i o n  nobody p a i d  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  it s t u c k  i n  h i s  mind, 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s  be ing  any 
o p e r a t i o n  o f  any major importance which shou ld  s t i c k  i n  
anybody's mind. 

Q- W e l l ,  o f  course--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  P r i o r ,  t o  t h e  beginning.  

Q- A t  some p o i n t  i n  t ime i t  became a p p a r e n t  though 
t h a t  t h i s  was a n  unusual  o p e r a t i o n .  Do you r e c a l l  whether  you 
were on duty  i n  t h e  TOC on 16 March 1968? 

A. I was on du ty  every  day,  s i r ,  excep t  when I was on 
s i c k  c a l l  and missed a few hours .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I s p e n t  eve ry  
day from 0600 i n  t h e  morning t o  2200-2300 a t  n i g h t  i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q* W e l l ,  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  was t o  g e t  underway a t  
0730 i n  t h e  morning. Thinking back now, do you r e c a l l  any 
e v e n t - d u r i n g  t h e  morning which drew your a t t e n t i o n ,  which you 
can r e c a l l  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  your r e p o r t s  coming i n ?  Were 
any unusual ,  t h a t  you can remember, your r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  
and messages? 

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  anything of  
importance came i n  t h a t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. Now, once t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d  it always took t ime f o r  t h i n g s  t o  develop 
and t h e  o l d  problem e x i s t e d ,  t o o l s  o f  t h e  t r a d e .  Informat ion  
was slow t o  f i l l  t h e  gaps. Something took p l a c e  a t  0800 i n  
t h e  morning; no m a t t e r  how h a r d  you push t h e  u n i t s  it took 
s e v e r a l  h o u r s ,  sometimes h a l f  a day b e f o r e  any in fo rmat ion  
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came back. I do n o t  r e c a l l  anything of importance t h a t  day. 

LTC PATTERSON: What do you r e c a l l  t h e  morning of 16 March, 
w i th  r e f e r ence  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. I do know they  had con t ac t  on t h a t  day,  sir .  
Whether it was i n  t h e  morning o r  t h e  a f te rnoon  I do n o t  
remember now, sir. I do know t h a t  sometime du r ing  t h e  day 
w e  r ece ived  a r e p o r t  from t h e  TOC, Task Force Barker,  t h a t  
they had made c o n t a c t  and k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of  VC, over  
100. 

Q- I w i l l  ag ree  by looking a t  t h e  T O C 1 s  journa l  from 
t h e  11 th  Brigade,  Sergeant  Major (Exhib i t  M-46). I w i l l  agree  
t h a t  up u n t i l  about  0930 hours i n  t h e  morning it w a s  e v i d e n t ,  
a t  least t o  b r igade ,  t h a t  an ope ra t i on  was be ing  conducted, 
VC w e r e  be ing  k i l l e d  by gunships i n  suppor t  of t h e  Task Force 
Barker ope ra t i on  and by t h e  ground f o r c e s  t h a t  w e r e  involved 
i n  it. But about  0935 hours i n  t h e  morning t h e  l o g  r e f l e c t s  
an e n t r y  t h a t  shou ld  have o r  could  have rung some b e l l s  i n  
your mind. A message came, and I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i t e m  53,  
0935, "Task Force Barker TOC, C/1/20 counted 69 VC KIA a s  a 
r e s u l t  of  an a r t y  f i r e .  

A .  That seems t o  r i n g  a b e l l ,  69, yes  sir .  

Q- T h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  good body count  f o r  an a r t i l l e r y
f i r e  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any r e a c t i o n ,  pe rsona l  r e a c t i o n ,  o r  
pe rsona l  op in ion  t h a t  you formed a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I myself ,  d i d  n o t  form any op in ions ,  s ir .  They 
f i r e d  from two L Z ' s .  W e  had a r t i l l e r y  on D o t t i e  and Upt ight  
and I would say  t hey  j u s t  caught somebody o u t  i n  t h e  open and 
j u s t  happened t o  g e t  them. 

Q* W e l l ,  l e t ' s  examine t h e  t h i n g  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  
Had t h e  11 th  Brigade,  which had been i n  country  now and 
ope ra t i ng  s i n c e  1 January,  ope ra t i ng  f o r  two and one-half 
months, had they  e v e r  achieved a body count  i n  one f e l l  
swoop as l a r g e  a s  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  i n  February.  

0. Where was t h a t  a t ?  I n  one e n t r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t h i n k  i n  February w e  g o t  128 i n  a 
one day o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. One day? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  a one- l ine  e n t r y .  This  was a 
one- l ine  e n t r y ,  n o t  cumula t ive ,  one- l ine  e n t r y .  Do you r e c a l l  
anything else abou t  16 March, any o t h e r  in fo rmat ion  r e c e i v e d  
from t h e  Task Force Barker  TOC? 

A. W e l l ,  a l l  I know, s i r  i s  t h a t  l a t e r  on d u r i n g  t h e  
day w e  pushed Task Force Barker  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion .  
I t h i n k  w e  r e c e i v e d  a  t o t a l  coun t  of  w e l l  o v e r  100 VC K I A .  
Again, I would s a y  it was around, i n  t h e  120 I s .  

Q The record  shows, Se rgean t  Major, t h a t  i t  was 128 
o f f i c i a l l y  r e p o r t e d .  Do you r e c a l l  how many f r i e n d l y  
c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No, sir .  T h i s  d i d  n o t  come t o  m e .  

Q* Do you r e c a l l  how many weapons w e r e  captured?  

A.  S i r ,  I t h i n k  none, o r  maybe 2 o r  3 .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  making o u t  a t  t h e  end of  each day 
t h e  compi la t ion  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q =  What d i d  you t h i n k  abou t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  i n  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  t o  m e  it seemed a normal o p e r a t i o n ,  s i r .  
They made c o n t a c t ,  k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of  enemy, and a s  f a r  
a s  I ' m  concerned,  t h a t  was it .  
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Q. Did you t h i n k  any th ing  about  t h e  r a t i o s ,  l a r g e
body coun t ,  s m a l l  weapons coun t ,  l a r g e  VC body, s m a l l  c a s u a l -  
t y  count ,  U . S .  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No, sir. You cannot  connec t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  
a r e a  where w e  were o p e r a t i n g ,  you cannot  connect  a  body count  
t o  weapons count .  W e  have t h e  3/1 which i s  one o f  o u r  most 
s u c c e s s f u l  b a t t a l i o n s .  They have a c t u a l l y  engaged 20,30,PO, 
and 50 VC's and k i l l e d  them and only  came o u t  wi th  2 o r  3 
weapon@. O f  c o u r s e  t h e s e  weapons d i sappeared  s o  f a s t ,  even 
a f t e r  c o n t a c t ,  t h a t  you j u s t  cannot  draw conc lus ions  from t h e  
number o f  b o d i e s  counted  and t h e  number of weapons cap tu red .  
Of c o u r s e  you can engage a VC f o r c e  of  100 men, a l l  armed, 
and when t h e  b a t t l e  i s  o v e r  you w i l l  f i n d  maybe 5 weapons. 
T h e i r  d o c t r i n e  i s  t o  r ecover  a l l  weapons a t  a l l  c o s t s .  Ypmen 
and c h i l d r e n  and anybody else have one miss ion ,  t o  recayer 
weapons, and a f t e r  t h e y  sweep t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  you f i n d  hprd ly  
any, o r  ve ry  few weapons. So t h i s  was n o t  a s u r p r i s e  t o  us .  

Q- You w e r e n ' t  s u r p r i s e d  then t h a t  69 people  were 
k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  then?  

A. No, sir. 

MR WEST: I n  t h e  TOC a r e a  on t h e  morning of 16 March 1968, 
whi le  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was going on,  were you l i s t e n i n g  i n  on 
r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s ,  r a d i o  t r a f f i c  going back and f o r t h ,  b r i -  
gade t o  Task Force Barker  and Task Force Barker  t o  companies 
and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. S i r ,  w e  l i s t e n  t o  a l l  u n i t s  o p e r a t i n g .  I do n o t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  I p a i d  any a t t e n t i o n  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t .  ~t 
t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s  were o p e r a t i n g *  A t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  it d i d  n o t  seem impor tan t  t o  me t o  pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  one 
p a r t i c u l a r  channel  o r  u n i t  o p e r a t i n g  which was of  no s i g n i f -
i c a n c e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

MR WEST: Do you remember d u r i n g  t h e  morning somebody 
coming i n  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  about  a l a r g e  number of Vietnamese 
people b e i n g  k i l l e d  i n  a  hamlet  c a l l e d  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  and t h e  
b r i g a d e  commander t a l k i n g  about  f i r i n g  and unnecessary  k i l -  
l ings?:  

A. Which hamlet  s i r ?  
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0- My L a i  ( 4 ) .  The hamle t  which C h a r l i e  Company 
f i r s t  went i n t o ,  which o f  c o u r s e  h a s  been  ve ry  much i n  t h e  
news f o r  t h e  l a s t  2 o r  3 months. 

A. No, s i r .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  emphasis 
on t h i s  one hamle t  o r  any l a r g e  number o f  p e o p l e  b e i n g  k i l l e d .  
I do recal l  t h e  number o f  g u e r r i l l a s  b e i n g  k i l l e d  t h a t  day a s  
r e p o r t e d  t o  u s .  

Q- Do you remember h e a r i n g  any r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  
from h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  about  s e e i n g  l a r g e  nwnbers of dead c i -
v i l i a n s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, t h e y  were on a d i f f e r e n t  f r equency ,  s ir .  

Q e  You d i d n ' t  l i s t e n  t o  t h a t  t r a n s m i s s i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I had no cause  o r  no r eason  t o  l i s t e n  t o  
t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n .  

Q Did you normal ly  l i s t e n  t o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  o f  Raw-
h i d e  6? 

A. T h a t  was t h e  b r i g a d e  commander's? 

Q. Righ t .  Did you moni tor  h i s  t r a n s n i s s i o n s  when he 
was o u t  o v e r  an a r e a  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. Wel l ,  he was on t h e  b r i g a d e  command f r equency ,  
sir. Everybody moni tored  t h a t  channe l .  

Q. Do you remember a t r a n s m i s s i o n  from him t h a t  
morning abou t  unnecessary  k i l l i n g s ?  

A .  Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  

COL FRANKLIN: The way you t a l k e d ,  S e r g e a n t  Major ,  d i d  I 
under s t and  you t h a t  you moni tored  each b a t t a l i o n  command fre-
quency? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q- J u s t  b r i g a d e  f requency?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q. Okay. 

A. W e  c o u l d  select one u n i t  and moni tor  one b a t t a l -
ion .  W e  had  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  r a d i o  s e t ,  s i r ,  and we c o u l d  
s w i t c h  on any b a t t a l i o n ,  (3/1, 1/20, 4 /3 )  o r  Task Force  Barker  
i n  t h a t  case, and m o n i t o r  t h e i r  b a t t a l i o n  f requency.  

Q.  I n  a combat o p e r a t i o n ,  i f  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander 
wanted t o  t a l k  w i t h  somebody i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  what f requency 
would he  normal ly  u s e ?  

A. B a t t a l i o n  f r equency ,  s i r .  

Q - I n  o t h e r  words,  i f  he t a l k e d ,  you w o u l d n ' t  have 
any i d e a  what h e  was s a y i n g ,  o r  what was going  on i n  t h e  bat-
t a l i o n ,  u n l e s s  you by chance had  t aken  t h e  r a d i o  and t u r n e d  
on t o  t h e i r  f r equency .  

A. T h a t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

Q Okay. The r e p o r t  comes o u t ,  69 VC k i l l e d .  Would CL~ 
t h i s  b e  a good r e a s o n  t o  t u r n  t h e  r a d i o  on a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  o r  W 
t u r n  it on t o  t h e i r  push? N 

A. No, sir. I mean t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  t o  m e  t h a t  -4 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was o v e r  and t h e  a c t i o n  was completed.  I s e e  -4 
no need f o r  m e  t o  mon i to r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  n e t .  The s a m e  
t i m e ,  t h i s  c o u l d  have been on t h e  company n e t  a g a i n .  

Q - What c o u l d  have been on t h e  company n e t ?  

A. N O ,  I mean, t h e  a c t i o n  n e t .  So, t h a t  w e  c o u l d n ' t  
g e t  anyway . 
Q Br igade  h a s  c e r t a i n  r equ i remen t s .  Some u n i t s ,  
t h a t  you know b e t t e r  t h a n  anybody, d o n ' t  repork  comple te ly .  

A. Y e s .  

Q If  you g o t  a r e p o r t  o f  69 VC k i l l e d  i n  a l o c a t i o n  
by a r t i l l e r y  t h a t ' s  nowhere n e a r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  
i s  going  t o  be a s k i n g  you, o r  in fo rma t ion  t h a t  y o u ' r e  goisg 
t o  want t o  know. You're going  t o  want t o  know t h e  u n i t  iden-
t i f i c a t i o n .  You ' re  a l s o  go ing  t o  want t o  know about  p r i s o n e r s ,  
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what t h e y ' r e  equipped w i t h .  You're  go ing  t o  have a l o t  of  
q u e s t i o n s .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q *  Did you o r  any o f  your  peop le  ask anyone i n  Task 
Force  Barke r  abou t  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. S i r ,  w e  had  t h e  same problem, which I ' m  s u r e  you 
are aware o f  i n  many u n i t s .  When t h e  u n i t  is  engaged,  you 
g e t  one answer from t h e  company commander, "Don ' t  b o t h e r  m e .  
I f  I need h e l p ,  I ' l l  c a l l  f o r  i t ,  o t h e r w i s e ,  l e a v e  m e  a l o n e .  
We're n o t  f i n i s h e d .  I ' l l  r e p o r t  t o  you." T h i s  is  n o t  o f f i -
c i a l ,  b u t  I might  s a y  u n o f f i c i a l l y ,  o u r  p o l i c y  was, d o n ' t  
m e s s  w i t h  t h e  u n i t s  i f  t h e y  a r e  engaged. They are doing  
f i n e .  They can hand le  t h e  job. W a i t  u n t i l  t h e y '  re f i n i s h e d  
and r e p o r t .  

Q Was t h a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  commander's p o l i c y ?  

A. I canno t  s a y  t h a t  it was h i s  p o l i c y ,  s ir .  But ,  
it was more o r  less t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  s e n i o r  p e r s o n n e l .  They 
a r e  do ing  f i n e ,  d o  n o t  i n t e r f e r e .  Don ' t  s t a r t  b o t h e r i n g  them 
about  l i t t l e  d e t a i l s  l i k e ,  how many o f  t h i s ,  how many o f  
t h a t .  

Q = W e  have h e a r d  t e s t imony  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON 
w a s  always t y i n g  them up. Would you t h i n k  t h i s  is pe rhaps  an 
e x a g g e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  any k i n d  o f  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  took  p l a c e ,  
Colonel  HENDERSON was u s u a l l y  t h e r e  i n  h i s  C & C  s h i p ,  and what 
he h e a r d ,  t h a t  I do n o t  know, s i r .  

Q Were any o f  your  f r i e n d s  around t h e  TOC t h a t  day ,  
t h a t  e v e r  went  o u t  i n  t h e  C&C s h i p ?  

A. I can s a y  t h i s ,  s i r .  Co lone l  HENDERSON had more 
f i r s t  hand i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a n  we had back i n  t h e  TOC. Of c o u r s e ,  
he  d i d  come back and s a y ,  "No, t h i s  is  wrong. You've g o t  10 
k i l l e d ,  t h a t ' s  11. You have 2 SKS r i f l e s ,  one AK-47. We 
have a d i f f e r e n t  number. According t o  my i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i t  
happened r i g h t  h e r e , "  and " I  s a w  t h i s " .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was 
f i r s t  hand. Ours came from t h e  company, t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  
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t a s k  f o r c e ,  and back t o  TOC. And, somewhere a long  t h e  l i n e  
i n  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  sir, it always g o t  s l i g h t l y  modif ied  maybe, 
o r  g a r b l e d ,  o r  n o t  e x a c t l y  t h e  on-the-spot in fo rmat ion .  

Q. I 'm v e r y  aware o f  t h a t  problem, Sergean t  Major, 
and it makes it d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  people  back i n  t h e  TOC. 
Sometimes t h e r e  i s  a d e l a y  i n  t h e  f low of i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and 
you have t o  compete w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander on t h e  ground. 

A. I ' v e  been chewed o u t  by commanders f o r  having t h e  
wrong i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and h e ' s  s a y i n g ,  "No. I saw it. Such and 
such happened. So many w e r e  k i l l e d ,  s o  many cap tu red . "  So,  
I ' d  go back t o  b a t t a l i o n  t o  check it o u t ,  and maybe a day '  
l a t e r  t h e y ' d  s a y ,  "Oh, t h a t ' s  r i g h t . "  So, t h e  flow o f  i n f o r -
mation w a s  n o t  a s  a c c u r a t e  a s  it shou ld  have been ,  s i r ,  going 
through command channe l s ,  from t h e  company back t o  b r i g a d e .  

Q - Y e s .  W e  have a  problem h e r e  t h a t  ve ry  much 
b o t h e r s  u s ,  Se rgean t  Major. The e n t r y  i n  t h e  Task Force Bar- 
k e r  l o g  abou t  0,840 i n  t h e  morning r e p o r t s  a t  l e a s t  69 VC 
k i l l e d  by C h a r l i e  Company i n  t h e  hamlet  c a l l e d  My La i  ( 4 ) .  
I n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e .  Th i s  i s  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  
aerial  photo. Approximately an  hour  l a t e r ,  i n  your  l o g ,  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion  l o g ,  people  w e r e  suddenly k i l l e d  by a r t i l -  
l e r y  i n  a l o c a t i o n  c o n s i d e r a b l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  Would you have 
any l i g h t  t o  shed on j u s t  how something l i k e  t h i s  mighti  come 
about? 

A. S i r ,  l e t  m e  s t a t e  a g a i n ,  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  a s  f a r  
a s  I ' m  concerned and r e c o l l e c t  on 16 March, was of  no impor-
t a n c e  o r  seemed unusua l ,  o r  s p e c i a l ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l  
any p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  u n l e s s  you t e l l  m e .  How-
e v e r ,  I do recall t h e  f i g u r e  69 ,  which l a t e r  on ,  went w e l l  
o v e r  100. Of'  c o u r s e ,  Task Force Barker  had two o p e r a t i o n s .  
One i n  February and one i n  March, a t  which t i m e  t h e y  k i l l e d  
w e l l  ove r  L O O  VC. Only two o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e  e x i s -  
t e n c e ,  and t h e y  had a body count  of w e l l  o v e r  100. T h i s  w a s  
one o f  them. I do r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  was you say* 
t h a t  coun t  was 69,  and t h a t ' s  it. Which went l a t e r  on t o  
w e l l  above 100. Now, w e  do have ve ry  heavy a r t i l l e r y  prepar-  
a t i o n s  and gunships ,  I b e l i e v e ,  p r i o r  t o  any o p e r a t i o h s  of  
our  u n i t s .  The b r i g a d e  commander i n s i s t e d  on i t ,  t o  save  
American l i v e s .  "Prep  t h e  L Z ' s  w i t h  a r t i l l e r y  and gunships ."  
And, it seems to  m e  they  w e r e  lucky ,  and they  d i d ,  because 
they  cannot--
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Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well, Se rgean t  Major, I '11 b e  very  
f r a n k .  I ' m  ve ry  impressed w i t h  your appearance b e f o r e  u s  
today.  W e  f u l l y  unders tand t h a t  day-after-day i n  t h a t  TOC, 
f o r  16 ,  1 7  hours  a day w i t h  combat a s s a u l t s  going on every  
day,  certainly y o u ' r e  n o t  going t o  remember any s p e c i f i c  day. 
But,  when you g e t  a r e p o r t  of  69  VC k i l l e d ,  t h e n  it i s n ' t  
j u s t  an o r d i n a r y  day anymore. Now, Task Force Barker  a c t u a l -  
l y  had two o p e r a t i o n s .  One on 1 3  February and one on 2 3  Feb-
r u a r y  i n  t h i s  same a r e a .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e i r  body coun t s  
were i n  t h e  hundreds.  I t h i n k  t h e y  were i n  t h e  s e v e n t i e s .  
D o  you e v e r  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  B Company commander i n  t h e  
4/3,  Capta in  MICHLES? 

A. No, sir, I do n o t .  

Q. W e l l ,  t hey  had a ve ry  low weapon coun t  of  6 on 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  They had a r e p o r t  o f  78 on t h e  20th .  One of  
t h e  February o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e y  had some 78 b o d i e s ,  and I ' m  n o t  
s u r e  how many weapons. 

A. The weapons count  was low o r  z e r o  f o r  bo th  opera-  
t i o n s ,  sir. 

9. Okay, t h i s  i s  your t h i r d  o p e r a t i o n  now w i t h  Task 
Force Barker .  I unders tand about  t h e i r  p o l i c y  on g e t t i n g  t h e  
weapons o f  VC. To do t h i s  i s  a  primary miss ion  when o p e r a t i n g  
i n  VC a r e a  and they  a r e  i n d o c t r i n a t e d .  But ,  h e r e  now, you 
have g o t  t h e  t h i r d  one coming up. Did you have any p a r t i c u -  
l a r  r e a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  h igh  body coun t s  from Task Force Barker  
and t h e  low weapons counts?  

A. Frankly ,  no sir. A s  f a r  a s  I knew, Colonel  
BARKER, and he was one o f  t h e  f i n e s t  o f f i c e r s  I have m e t ,  and 
it d-id n o t  s u r p r i s e  m e  i n  any way t h a t  he  had a h igh  body 
count  and a low weapons count .  O f ' c o u r s e ,  t h e  e n t i r e  y e a r  w e  
were i n  Vietnam, t h e  on ly  t i m e  t h a t  w e  had a  h igh  weapons 
coun t  w a s  when w e  c a p t u r e d  a cache.  

Q. You were t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t .  You had t o  
a s s e s s  t h e  in fo rmat ion .  You d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  Vietnamese 
agen t  r e p o r t s ,  t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e ,  w e r e  r e a l l y  t o o  good? 
D i d  you b e l i e v e  t h e  body coun t  t h a t  you g o t  from t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade? Did you g e t  good body c o u n t s ,  Se rgean t  Major? T h i s  
is your  p e r s o n a l  op in ion .  I unders tand your l o y a l t y  t o  your  
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o u t f i t .  But ,  t h i s  i s  a r e a l  impor tan t  m a t t e r  w i t h  which w e ' r e  
engaged, ve ry  impor tan t  matter f o r  t h e  whole Army and t h e  
coun t ry .  F rank ly ,  we've g o t  in fo rmat ion  on t h e s e  body coun t s ,  
t h a t  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  w e r e  r a t h e r  l i g h t l y  a r r i v e d  a t ,  a t  t i m e s .  

A. The command emphasis on body counts  from t h e  t o p  
on down, d i v i s i o n ,  a s  f a r  as I r e c o l l e c t ,  p r e s s i n g  us  f o r  body 
counts .  A l l  h e  c a l l e d  f o r  was how many b o d i e s ,  how many 
bod ies .  So, t h i s  emphasis w a s  impressed on a l l  u n i t s .  W e  
want an a c c u r a t e  body count .  To my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  what o u r  
u n i t s  t u r n e d  i n ,  t h e  body count  was c o r r e c t .  I l e f t  b r i g a d e  
a f t e r  12 months. W e  had a body count  o f  over  3500 VC f o r  b r i -
gade,  which is n o t  h igh  i n  one y e a r .  I f  you f i g u r e d  o u t ,  s ir ,  
it cou ld  on ly  mean about  3,500 VC i n  12 months, how many is  
t h a t ?  300 p e r  month. 

Q - T h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  good count .  

A. W e l l ,  I have hea rd  of  body coun t s  from b r i g a d e s  
of  10,000 and more. I can s a y  t h a t  t h i s  3,500 is  about  a s  ac-
c u r a t e  as you can make it. 

3i 

Q* 
f-

Was t h i s  emphasis coming down a t  a l l  eche lons  f o r  
a c c u r a t e  body c o u n t s ,  o r  was t h i s  f o r  j u s t  a body count?  

CV 

A. The a c c u r a t e  body c o u n t ,  s i r .  I t  was speci f ica141y 4 
s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  t h e  America1 d i r e c t i v e s  how b o d i e s  w i l l  be -4 

counted. 

Q I ' m  s u r e  it was s p e l l e d  o u t ,  and I ' m  s u r e ,  t h e r e  
was a command emphasis on it. C e r t a i n l y  I d o n ' t  doubt  t h a t .  

A. I would s a y  t h a t  a l l  t h e  u n i t s  submi t t ed  about  a s  
a c c u r a t e  a count .  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  o r  a s  t h e y  could  under 'the cir-
cumstances. 

Q. So, you would i n t e r p r e t  then  t h a t  t h i s  body count  
coming i n  abou t  0925, t h e  69, t h a t  you assumed t h a t  somebody 
went o u t  t h e r e  J n  company o r  p l a t o o n  l e v e l  and had them l a i d  
o u t  and counted? 

A.  How it was done, t h i s  I cannot  answer, sir .  'But,  
I am s u r e  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  I ' m  ' s u r e  t h a t  
somehow t h e  u n i t  a r r i v e d  a t  an a c c u r a t e  o r  f a i r l y  c l o s e  coun t .  
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And, n o t  j u s t  s i t t i n g  back a t  t h e  f i r e  base  and say ing  a r t i l -  
l e r y  knocked' o u t  t h i s  many. Many t i m e s  t h a t  w e  s p o t t e d  V C ' s ,  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  opened up and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  forward observer  
s a i d  engaged 10 ,  8 K I A  and it was confirmed by h e l i c o p t e r ,  by 
aero-scouts ,  p h y s i c a l l y  going i n  t h e r e ,  o r  r i f l e  squad,  or 
ground t roops  nearby a c t u a l l y  going up t h e r e  and confirming 
it. W e  d i d n ' t  even t a k e  a r t i l l e r y ' s  word f o r  it. Never, 
s i n c e  I worked i n  b r igade  d i d  w e  t ake  a  body count  where an 
a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  engaged t h e  enemy forward and c a l l e d  back 
and s a i d ,  "We s p o t t e d  50 and wiped o u t  45."  Th is  count  w a s  
never  t aken  a s  long  a s  I worked i n  b r i gade ,  and it was f i r s t  
t h a t  t h e  count  was confirmed. 

Q e  
 There i s  no doubt  i n  my mind Sergeant  Major t h a t  
you be l i eved  t h a t  Task Force Barker on 16 March had a 128 
body count ,  VC. There wasn ' t  one s i n g l e  American s o l d i e r  
w~unded  by enemy a c t i o n ,  o t h e r  then booby t r a p s  and mines. 
There w e r e  2 k i l l e d  and 11 wounded, a l l  by booby t r a p s  and 
mines. There was a t o t a l  of 3 weapons taken on t h i s  opera- 
t i o n .  Now, t h i s  informat ion would be p r e t t y  much a v a i l a b l e  
w i th in  t h e  TOC. I ' m  a sk ing  you now, was t h e r e  any kind of 
comments o r  t a l k ,  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s ?  Task Force Barker k i l l e d  
128 and h a d n ' t  had a s o l d i e r  wounded o r  k i l l e d  o t h e r  than by 
boobytraps.  

A. No, s ir .  I b e l i e v e  they d i d  r ece ive  s n i p e r  f i r e .  

Q o  W e  have had a few people t h a t  s t a t e d  t h a t ,  How 
about  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s .  I f  t h e r e  were noncombatant c i v i l -  
i a n s  h u r t  on an ope ra t i on ,  would they normally be r epo r t ed  t o  
t h e  ToC? 

A. If any women and c h i l d r e n  were h u r t ,  w e  would n o t  
know' about  it, sir.  

B You would know about i t ?  

A. We would no t .  Unless they  w e r e  brought  t o  an 
American f i r e  base  f o r  f i r s t - a i d .  Because t h e s e  people di5a.p-
peared. Anytime one o f  our  u n i t s  were i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  c i -
v i l i a n  popula t ion  disappeared i n t o  t u n n e l s ,  caves.  You d i d n q t  
see a t h i n g  u n t i l  t h e  ope ra t i on  was over .  Then, they came o u t  
from where they were h id ing .  Then t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  were brought  
t o  our  f i r e  ba se s ,  o r  the d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  headquar te r s  s a i d  
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t h e  American a r t i l l e r y  l a s t  n i g h t  i n  t h e i r  zone sweep wounded 
10 people  and w e  have them down i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  
We'd s a y ,  "Okay, b r i n g  them up." And, t h e y  w e r e  b rough t  i n  
t o  o u r  f  i r e b a s e .  

Q - I suppose i n  your u n i t ,  t h i s  happened f r e q u e n t l y .  
I t  d i d n ' t  always happen, b u t  everybody d i d n ' t  g e t  away a11 
t h e  t i m e .  Suppose a u n i t  came a c r o s s  maybe 10 b o d i e s ,  most 
of them very  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  f o r  example, t h a t  had been caught  
by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships o r  c r o s s f i r e .  There were 10 bod ies  
t h e r e  and they  were most ly c h i l d r e n ,  and, obv ious ly  noncom-
b a t a n t s .  No weapons, no g e a r ,  j u s t  women and c h i l d r e n ,  say .  
Would t h i s  be r e p o r t e d  t o  your TOC? 

A. I f  you had any i d e a  of a  number, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q *  How about  one? 

A. I have never  had one c i v i l i a n  r e p o r t e d  t o  m e  a s  
k i l l e d .  An innocen t  c i v i l i a n .  Of course ,  i t  was h a r d  t o  de- 
te rmine  o u t  o f  10 bod ies  whether  he  was an innocen t  c i v i l i a n ,  
o r  he  was g u e r r i l l a .  

Q - T h a t ' s  t r u e ,  u n l e s s  he  was a 2-year o l d  c h i l d .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You're t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  never  once i n  t h a t  TOC 
t h a t  you can r e c a l l  one innocen t  c i v i l i a n  be ing  r e p o r t e d  
k i l l e d ?  

A. Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  sir .  

Q - Djd t h i s  e v e r  s t r i k e  you a s  an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
t h i n g ?  

A. NO, s ir .  I f  I may e l a b o r a t e  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  you 
w i l l  have t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  a r e a  w e  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  under.  En-
t i r e l y  ~ i e tCong dominated. NOW, t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e  had 
from o u r  M I  detachment ,  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  which e x i s t e d  
t h e r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  u n t i l  t h e  4 t h  Div i s ion  and t h e  1 1 t h  B r i -
gade a r r i v e d  h e r e ,  nobody had set  h i s  f o o t  i n  t h e r e .  T h i s  
a r e a  was 100 p e r c e n t  dominated. These people  were n o t  sympa-
t h i z e r s ,  t h e y  w e r e  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t e r s .  Anybody. I f  you s a y  
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i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ,  nobody c o u l d  de te rmine  i f  he was 
an i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n ,  because  9 o u t  o f  10 c a s e s ,  h e  was an 
a c t i v e  hamle t  v i l l a g e  g u e r r i l l a .  A f a rmer  i n  t h e  day t i m e ,  
and a t  n i g h t  h e  c a r r i e d  h i s  r i f l e .  So you canno t  u s e  t h e  
term i n  t h i s  a r e a  s a y i n g  he  was an i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n ,  because  
t h e  VC r a n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and everybody was a VC. Men, women, 
c h i l d r e n .  Of c o u r s e  a  10-year  o l d  boy c o u l d  blow up a j e e p  
w i t h  a homemade claymore mine. Would you ca l l  him an inno-
c e n t  c i v i l i a n ?  

Q *  I c e r t a i n l y  wou ldn ' t  c a l l  somebody t h a t  d i d  t h a t  
w i t h  a claymore mine a s  i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n ,  S e r g e a n t  Major,  
b u t  l e t ' s  j u s t  c a r r y  t h i s  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r .  'Any t i m e  anybody 
w a s  k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h a t  was a VC. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  
c a r r y i n g  your  l o g i c ,  what you s a i d ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r ?  

A. I f  you had made c o n t a c t ,  s i r ,  and you had found 
dead b o d i e s ,  he  was a VC. H e  d idn  ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have t o  have 
a  grenade  i n  h i s  hand, o r  a r i f l e  i n  h i s  hand. 

Q. Any age ,  any sex?  W e l l ,  t h e n ,  a p p a r e n t l y  you 've  
a l r e a d y  answered. There i s n ' t  e v e r  i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n s  r e -
p o r t e d  i n  t h e  TOC a s  long  a s  you were t h e r e .  So,  I have t o  
assume t h a t  everybody t h a t  went t o  your  u n i t  was c o n s i d e r e d  
a VC. 

A. L ike  you s a i d ,  he  was a 2-year o l d  c h i l d .  Our 
u n i t  d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  a l i t t l e  baby a s  one VC engaged,  one VC 
K I A .  

Q. Did t h e y  e v e r  r e p o r t  a l i t t l e  baby k i l l e d  inad-  
v e r t e n t l y ,  o r  a c c i d e n t a l l y ?  

A .  - S i r ,  I canno t  r e c a l l  t h a t  any r e p o r t s  have come 
i n  o f  i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n s ,  women o r  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  
k i l l e d ,  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  o r  a c c i d e n t a l l y .  

MR WEST: S e r g e a n t  Major GERBERDING, I ' m  s u r e  you r e a l i z e  
now t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  hamle t  shown on t h e  map as My 
L a i  ( 4 )  , w a s  most unusual .  Q u i t e  a few Vietnamese r e s i d e n t s  
o f  t h a t  hamle t  were k i l l e d  t h a t  day.  I want t o  ask  you t o  
t h i n k  back and r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  some t a l k  around t h e  
TOC t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  a c t i o n  had concluded.  Now, b e f o r e  you 
answer,  I want t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  w e  have t a l k e d  t o  a l o t  of  
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p e o p l e  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  i n  and around t h e  TOC, and a t  
Duc Pho. A l l  t h o s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  t h e r e  on t h e  s c e n e  and  have 
come back and t o l d  what t h e y  s a w .  Do you r e c a l l  from t a l k  
a round t h e r e  a f t e r w a r d s  t h a t  c i v i l i a n  peop le  o r  a p p a r e n t  ci-
v i l i a n  p e o p l e  b e i n g  k i l l e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. I have h e a r d  o f  a l l e g a t i o n s  by t h e  Vietnamese 
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number o f  ci-
v i l i a n s .  A l so ,  t h a t  it was under  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by the A m e r i -
c a l  D i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and t h a t  a l l e g a t i o n s  had been  an-
swered.  by t h e  b r i g a d e  commanders. 

Q *  W e l l ,  w e ' r e  go ing  t o  g e t  t o  t h a t .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  
abou t  immedia te ly  a f t e r .  Maybe t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  maybe l a t e  t h e  
same day ,  o r  t h e  n e x t  day o r  two. D i d n ' t  S p e c i a l i s t  R0BERT.S 
from t h e  P I 0  de tachment  t a l k  t o  you abou t  what h e  s a w  t h e r e  
t h a t  day? 

A. Who, s i r ?  

Q - ROBERTS. 

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  know. I might  know him by s i g h t  i f  CI) 
h e  w a s  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e .  W e  had some peop le  a t t a c h e d  i n  t h e  i-

Nt a s k  f o r c e ' s  zone,  and I d i d n ' t  see them f o r  q u i t e  a w h i l e .  

Q - Did you know HAEBERLE, a pho tographe r  from t h e  P I 0  -I 
detachment? -4 

A. Not u n t i l  I s a w  h i s  p i c t u r e  i n  t h e  pape r  o r  
magazine.  

Q - S e r g e a n t  Major GERBERDING, a f t e r  t h e  c o u n t  w a s  i n  
on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  f i r s t  day ,  16 March 1968,  i t  came o u t  
1 2 8  VC k i l l e d  and 3 weapons c a p t u r e d .  D i d n ' t  t h i s  a s  a m a t t e r  
of  f a c t ,  seem r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  t o  you and d i d n ' t  you remark t o  ' 

o t h e r s  t h a t  t h i s  was an unusual  r a t i o ,  and t h a t  it i n d i c a t e d  
t o  you a s u s p i c i o u s  c o u n t ,  VC coun t?  

A. T h a t  I was s u s p i c i o u s ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. To whom was I supposed t o  have made t h a t  s ta te-
ment, s i r ?  
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Q. J u s t  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n  now. D i d n ' t  you t a l k  t o  
peop le  a b o u t  t h i s ,  t h a t  you were s u s p i c i o u s  o f  t h i s ?  

A.  No, sir .  I t  d i d  n o t  seem unusua l  t o  m e .  I might  
have q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  u n i t  t o  have  it reconf i rmed  from v a r i o u s  
s o u r c e s .  Many t i m e s y o u  have an o p e r a t i o n  g o i n g  o n ,  f o r  ex-  
ample your  gunsh ips  r e p o r t  10 p e o p l e  k i l l e d .  W e  had o u r  own 
a v i a t i o n  detachment  i n  t h e  a r e a  engage i n  o p e r a t i o n s .  They 
r e p o r t  some k i l l e d .  A r t i l l e r y  r e p o r t  some k i l l e d .  And, I ' m  
go ing  t o  q u e s t i o n  t o  g e t  t h i s  coun t  conf i rmed s o  t h a t  w e  do 
n o t  have a d u p l i c a t i o n  i n  c o u n t i n g  t h e  same number o f  peop le  
k i l l e d ,  3 d i f f e r e n t  s o u r c e s  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  same c o u n t .  I t  h a s  
happened i n  t h e  p a s t  t h a t  an i n f a n t r y  u n i t  g o t  some h e l p  from 
gunsh ips ,  and gunsh ips  immedia te ly  c a l l  i n  and s a y ,  " W e  k i l l e d  
10 . "  I f  t h e y  k i l l e d  PO,  t h e n  w e  have 20 r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q. I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  abou t  t h a t .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  
your  s u s p i c i o n  o f  t h e  r a t i o  k i l l e d  h e r e ,  1 2 8  VC and 3 weapons 
c a p t u r e d .  

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e  and t h e  day, t h e r e  was no  s u s p i c i o n  
on my p a r t  s i r .  

Q o  W e l l ,  l e t ' s  t a l k  abou t  2 weeks l a t e r ,  o r  3 weeks 
la ter .  Did you s u s p e c t  something was wrong? By t h i s  t i m e  
t h e r e  was an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  go ing  on. 

A. S i r ,  I d i d  n o t  s u s p e c t  a n y t h i n g  wrong. Of c o u r s e ,  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  i t  is n o t  ay  p o s i t i o n  t o  s u s p e c t  o r  c r i t i -
c i z e  t h e  commanders i n  s a y i n g ,  "You a r e  wrong. Your o p e r a t i o n  
i s  w.orking i n a c c u r a t e .  What you have r e p o r t e d  is f a l s e  and 
e r r o n e o u s  i n f o , m a t i o n e N  I f  a c o l o n e l  s u b m i t s  a r e p o r t ,  o r  i t  
h a s  come from h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  it i s  t h e  same as coming from 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander. To m e ,  t h a t  i s  a c c u r a t e .  And, I do 
n o t  q u e s t i o n  it. Except  maybe t o  conf i rm it. 

8- You mentioned a r e p o r t  coming i n  f rom t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  from Son Tinh made 
a l l e g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e  c h i e f  a t  Quang Ngai 
t h a t  w e  had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number o f  i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n s  i n  
t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

(GERBERDING) 29 APP T-247 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONEY 

How d i d  you h e a r  t h i s ?  

I handled  t h e  correspondence.  

Q *  D o  you r e c a l l  when t h i s  was? 

A. The d a t e  I do n o t  know, sir. Bu t  1 would s a y  it 
w a s  s o m e t i m e  i n  A p r i l ,  

LTC PATTERSON: Sergean t  Major, I a p p r e c i a t e  your  p o s i t i o n .  
I unders tand a l l  t h a t  you s a i d  and a p p r e c i a t e  your  p o s i t i o n .  
I know t h a t  y o u ' r e  b e i n g  ve ry ,  ve ry  c a r e f u l  i n  what you s a y  
and choosing your  words ve ry ,  ve ry  c a r e f u l l y ,  

A. No, sir. 1% be ing  h o n e s t  and 1% t e l l i n g  you 
e x a c t l y  what I remersher. 

Q. No. I ' m  n o t  accus ing  you of  t h i s .  What w e  a r e  
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  g e t  i s  j u s t  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  and t h a t ' s  a l l .  
And, t h e  t r u t h .  I have no doubts  t h a t  y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  t h e  
t r u t h .  T h e r e ' s  no doubt  about  t h a t .  But ,  a s  Mr. WEST Has 
i n d i c a t e d  t o  you, w e  have g o t  a l l  t h e  f a c t s ,  and tes t imony 
i n  which peop le  have t o l d  us  t h i n g s .  Confirming it and t y p i n g  
it all t o g e t h e r  and t r y i n g  t o  put t h i s  a l l  t o g e t h e r  i s ' q u i t e  
a chore .  

A. I unders tand t h a t ,  sir .  

Q o  I n  your p o s i t i o n  and w i t h  your r e c o r d ,  which I 
might add, i s  o u t s t a a d i n g ,  w e  have i n f o m a t i o n  khat seems t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  perhaps  i n  a  hootch d i s c u s s i o n ,  n o t  an o f f i c i a l  
d iscuss ion-- I 'm n o t  t a l k i n g  about  d i s c u s s i n g  i t  w i t h  Colonel  
BUCKLEDGE £.ox example, o r  perhaps i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f ,  o r  
perhaps  even w i t h i n  your own s e c t i o n ,  your own S2 s e c t i o n .  
C a n  you recal l  any t i m e ,  and j u s t  an o p i n i o n ,  t a b k i n g  about  
t h i s  t h i n g  w i t h  anybody? I d o n ' t  know i f  you had an NCO c l u b  
t h e r e  o r  no t .  Could i t  have been a s  you w e r e  j u s t  s i t t i n g  ' 

around r e s t i n g ,  of f -duty?  

A. Well, s i r ,  I would l i k e  t o  say  t h i s ,  I n  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a c e  it would be  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  for Te to sxpress as =pin ion  
on an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s .  And, i n  t h e  second p l a c e  i t  i s  
n o t  my p o s i t i o n  a s  an e n l i s t e d  man t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  
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t h e  commanders involved.  They were t h e r e .  I was s i t t i n g  i n  
a w e l l - p r o t e c t e d ,  sand-bagged bunker,  which i s  c a l l e d  t h e  TOC. 
These commanders were o u t  t h e r e  and Colonel  BARKER, l i k e  I s a i d  
b e f o r e ,  i s  a ve ry  o u t s t a n d i n g  o f f i c e r  who was k i l l e d  i n  V i e t -
nam. H e  p e r s o n a l l y  came back a f t e r  any o p e r a t i o n  and r e p o r t e d  
t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, and t h e y  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s ,  I ' m  s u r e .  
I f  h i s  command or h i s  s t a f f  t u r n e d  i n  a r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e y  k i l -
l e d  128 VC, it would be u n f a i r  f o r  m e  t o  q u e s t i o n  h i s  r e p o r t ,  
o r  b r i n g  any doub t s  as t o  h i s  c r e d i b i l i t y .  

I.' 

Q W e l l ,  I t h i n k  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  r e p o r t
from a c r e d i b i l i t y  s t a n d p o i n t ,  a s  t o  whether  o r  n o t  t h e  r e p o r t  
i s  t r u e ,  you have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you would a t t empt  t o  a s c e r -
t a i n  t h e . f a c t s  from a l l  s o u r c e s .  Maybe t h e  younger e n l i s t e d  
men working below you down i n  t h e  TOC had n o t  been very c a r e -
f u l  abou t  making t h e  r e p o r t ,  and y o u ' r e  going t o  v e r i f y  t h e  
r e p o r t s .  

A. S i r ,  I q u e s t i o n  a l l  r e p o r t s .  

Q. From t h a t  l i g h t  a l o n e ,  y o u ' r e  n o t  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  
c r e d i b i l i t y  of  a c o l o n e l  or any th ing  else. ' You're a t t e m p t i n g  
t o  a s c e r t a i n  i n  your job t h e r e  a t  a h i g h e r  command t h a t  a l l  
t h e  r e c e i v e d  f a c t s  a r e ,  indeed ,  what t h e y  p u r p o r t  t o  be. I t  
would a l s o  seem a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  m e  t h a t  i n  your f u n c t i o n  a s  
b r i g a d e  S2 s e r g e a n t  t h a t  some a n a l y s i s ,  something else than  
j u s t  s t r i c t  r e p o r t i n g  and compi la t ion  and pumping i t  o u t  a t  
d i v i s i o n .  Some a n a l y s i s  was going on h e r e .  

A. No, sir .  T h i s  w a s n ' t  r e q u i r e d  because  t h e  same 
t h i n g  was r e p o r t e d  i n  o u r  SITREP which went o u t  d a i l y  t o  o u r  
n e x t  h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  A l l  t h i s  was seen  by t h e  b r i g a d e  
commander b e f o r e  it was r e l e a s e d .  Colonel  HENDERSON, saw 
a l l  SITREP'S, a l l  INTSUM's b e f o r e  they  w e r e  r e l e a s e d .  Many 
t i m e s ,  he  t o l d  m e  t o  make changes.  Of c o u r s e ,  my r e p o r t i n g  
of i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  l i s t i n g  of  e v e n t s  was i n -
a c c u r a t e .  H e  s a i d .  "Change t h i s ,  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e  i s  wrong, 
o r  wrong u n i t  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  it w a s  i n  C h a r l i e  Company, o r  i n  
Bravo Company. 'I W e  d i d n ' t  ana lyze  it, w e  d idn  ' t  change i t ,  
and conf i rm it from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of  accuracy.  I t  d i d  n o t  
r e q u i r e  m e  t o  make any f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f  t h e  u n i t  
s a y s  it engaged a l a r g e  number of  enemy and k i l l e d  s o  many, 
t h a t  was it. W e  w e r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  t o  have a 
s t u d y  made of  any k i n d  o f  a c t i o n  o r  engagement. Again, our  
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b r i g a d e  d i d  n o t  c a r r y  o u t  any major o p e r a t i o n s  i n  Vietnam, 
engaging b a t t a l i o n s ,  regiments ,  o r  NVA's  . Mostly w e  w e r e  
engaging l o C a l  or main f o r c e  u n i t s  o f  p l a t o o n ,  company size-.  

Q - W e l l ,  it would be  s a i d  t h a t  it was normal f o r  you 
t o  q u e s t i o n .  Not i n  t h e  manner o f  a t t a c k i n g  c r e d i b i l i t y ,  b u t  
a sk ing  f o r  t h e  f a c t s ,  "How come you d i d n ' t  g e t  more weapons 
t o  t h e  body count  t h a t  you g o t , "  wouldn ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - That  type  of q u e s t i o n  i s  n o t  i n v e s t i g a t i v e ,  o r  -
a t t a c k i n g  c r e d i b i l i t y ,  b u t  a sk ing  t h e  f a c t ,  "How come you 
d i d n ' t  g e t  more weapons f o r  t h e  body count  t h a t  you g o t . "  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - That  type  o f  q u e s t i o n  is n o t  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  or 
a t t a c k i n g  c r e d i b i l i t y  o t h e r  than  i n  t h e  normal p r o c e s s .  

A. N o ,  s ir ,  my f i rs t  q u e s t i o n  f o r  any engagement was c 
how many weapons, any documents, any equipment t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  

m 
N 

u n i t s  w e  w e r e  i n  c o n t a c t  wi th?  

Q Am I i n c o r r e c t  i n  s a y i n g  then  t h a t  you might s a y  4 
4 

t o  a b a t t a l i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  "How come you d i d n ' t  g e t  
more weapons?" 

A. I t  may have been p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I had asked the 
b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  S2 s e r g e a n t ,  "How come you on ly  g o t  t h r e e ? "  

Q .  Do you remember h e a r i n g  anyone around t h e  TOC a t  
b r i g a d e  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March ar 
1 7  o r  1 8  March a t  anytime a f t e rwards?  

A. I n  what r e s p e c t ,  s i r ?  

Q I n  any r e s p e c t ,  Se rgean t  Major. 

A, No, I do n o t  r e c a l l  because t h e  people  g h a t  I was 
working w i t h ,  w e  a l l  work i n  t h e  TOC. W e  knew what was going 
on and t h e r e  wasn ' t  any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n  o r  d i s c u s s i h g  of  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  b p e r a t i o n .  
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Q- Do you r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  Se rgean t  STEPHENS about  
it when h e  a r r i v e d  i n  b r i g a d e  and s t a r t e d  working f o r  you? 

A. When he came back,  n a t u r a l l y  I wanted t o  g e t  a 
rundown o f  h i s  a c t i o n  and t h e  performance o f  h i s  S2 s e c t i o n  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  he  w a s  up t h e r e .  I ques t ioned  him 
about  t h e  e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q- About t h i s  one o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, I mean t h e  Task Force Barker  o p e r a t i o n  from 
t h e  beg inn ing  u n t i l  it was d i s s o l v e d .  There was no emphasis 
on any one p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q- Task Force Barker  d i d  achieve  a  h igh  body count?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  combat a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e -  
p o r t  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  from Task Force Barker? 

A. No, s i r ,  i t  would n o t  have come t o  m e .  

Q- You w e r e n ' t  even i n  on an in fo rmat ion  type  combat 
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ?  

A.  Not u n l e s s  I wanted t o  see a  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t .  

Q- W e l l ,  i n  t h e  normal r o u t i n g  your s e c t i o n  d i d n ' t  
g e t  t o  see them? 

A. I might  have seen  it, s i r ,  b u t  t o  m e  a t  t h a t  t ime 
i t  w a s n ' t  of  any i n t e r e s t  of  what was on it. I might have 
read  it. I r e a d  many a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  from t h e  u n i t s  i n  
o u r  b r i g a d e .  

LTC PATTERSON: W e  w i l l  t a k e  a r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1107 hours ,  27 January 1970 . )  
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(The h e a r i n g  w a s  re.convened a t  1130 h o u r s ,  27 
Janua ry  19 70. ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a r e  
a g a i n  p r e s e n t .  I remind you t h a t  you remain under  o a t h .  

MR WEST: S e r g e a n t  Major ,  you t o l d  u s  a l i t t l e  b i t  ago t h a t  
you had unde r s tood  t h a t  you had  g o t t e n  a r e p o r t  f rom 9 b e l i e v e  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  conce rn ing  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 
March 1968. Some k i n d  o f  a r e p o r t .  Would you t e l l  u s  abo-ut 
t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t  s a y  I r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t .  I 
hand led  cor respondence  i n  which a r e p o r t  was made about  My 
L a i  ( 4 ) .  The r e p o r t  d i d  n o t  come t o  me--the S2 o f f i c e .  T h i s  
w a s  cor respondence  which was a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  America1 Divi -
s i o n  commander which l a t e r  on came down t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  head- 
q u a r t e r s .  Nm 
Q= Can you t e l l  u s  what you r e c a l l  e o r r e s -- about  t h i s  
pondence ? 

-4 
A. I t  was a l e t t e r  from t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, Gen- -4 

e r a 1  KOSTER, t o  Co lone l  HENDERSON, a p e r s o n a l  t y p e  c o r r e s -
pondence which was answered by Colonel  HENDERSON, and i t  was 
p r o c e s s e d  i n  my o f f i c e .  I t  w a s  g i v e n  t o  m e  t o  t y p e  and pro-  
cess as co r re spondence  and g e t  it o u t  t o  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
t o  Genera l  KOSTER. 

Q- Do you remember abou t  when t h i s  o c c u r r e d ?  

A. The day ,  I do n o t  know e x a c t l y ,  s i r ,  b u t  I r e c a l l  
s o m e t i m e  i n  A p r i l ,  I t h i n k .  

Q. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  r e f e r  now t o  when Task Force  Barke r  
w a s  d i s s o l v e d  which I b e l i e v e  w a s  on t h e  8 t h .  I t h i n k  it was 
t h e  9 t h .  Would you s a y  you saw t h i s  cor respondence  b e f o r e  o r  
a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  i t  was w e l l  a f t e r  Task Force Barke r  was 
d i s s o l v e d ,  sir. 
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Q. T h i s  occur red  sometime a f t e r  t h e  9 t h ?  

A. I would s a y  so. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of  t h e  l e t t e r  from t h e  
g e n e r a l  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. Am I a u t h o r i z e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of  t h a t  
let ter  with--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, yes .  

A. W e l l ,  i t  was a p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r  from Genera l  KOSTER 
t o  Colonel  HENDERSON. You might s a y  a person-to-person l e t -
ter ,  and it s t a t e d  i n  . t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  of  Son 
Tinh made a compla in t  t o  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  o f  Quang Ngai 
t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  March by Task Force Barker  t h a t  
450 c i v i l i a n s ,  innocen t  c i v i l i a n s ,  w e r e  k i l l e d  by Task Force 
Barker.  Tha t  correspondence ,  I presume, was r e l a y e d  t o  t h e  
2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  commander who i n  t u r n  r e l a y e d  i t  t o  General  
KOSTER o f  t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  General  KOSTER wrote  a per-
s o n a l  l e t t e r  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON ask ing  him t o  answer t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  o r  s t a t e m e n t s  made by t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  and 
Colonel  HENDERSON formula ted  a r e p l y  t h a t  was typed and d i s -  
pa tched back t o  General  KOSTER. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  whether  t h e  l e t t e r  from t h e  coman-
d i n g  g e n e r a l  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON con ta ined  any i n c l o s u r e s ?  
For example, d i d  i t  i n c l o s e  t h e  communication from Colonel  
TOAN, from t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  commander? 

A. I t  had a l e t t e r  i n  Vietnamese w r i t i n g  a t t a c h e d .  
Now, who i t  w a s  from, I do n o t  know. I t  could  have been t h e  
l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  or--

Q = ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I see. Was t h e r e  a t r a n s l a t i o n  
a t t a c h e d  t o  it so t h a t  you cou ld  r e a d  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Sergean t  Major, I show you E x h i b i t  M-34 and 1'11 
ask you f i r s t  t o  look a t  t h e  i n c l o s u r e  which is  a l e t t e r  i n  
Vietnamese. See i f  it looks  f a m i l i a r  t o  you a t  a l l .  This  
might have been t h e  i n c l o s u r e  t o  General  KOSTER1s l e t t e r  t o  
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11 A p r i l  1968. Does t h i s  h e l p  you t o  perhaps f i x  a t i m e ,  t h e  
d a t e  you r e c e i v e d  t h i s  communication from General KOSTER, when 
it came t o  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. A s  t o  s p e c i f i c  d a t e ,  no sir .  S i r ,  I have handled 
such a volume of  correspondence t h a t  I cannot  de s igna t e  any 
s p e c i f i c  d a t e  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  of  correspondence.  

Q. I'll hand you a c o n f i d e n t i a l  document t h a t  has  
been admi t t ed  i n t o  evidence  a s  E x h i b i t  R-5. I ask  you t o  
look a t  t h a t  and see i f  you have e v e r  seen  t h a t  be fore?  

A. S i r ,  t h i s  is  t h e  r e p l y  I had typed.  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  who d i d  t h e  typing?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. S i r ,  I know h i s  name b u t  I need 
t i m e  t o  t h i n k .  

Q. Do you know who wrote t h e  paper ,  Se rgean t  Major? 

A. I t  was g iven t o  m e  by Colonel BLACKLEDGE t h e  S2, 
s i r ,  and it has  t h e  o f f i c e  symbol of t h e  b r i gade  commander. 
The handwri t ing  o f  t h e  d r a f t  copy was i n  Colonel  HENDERSON'S 
w r i t i n g .  

Q. I see, and a s  f a r  a s  you know Colonel  HENDERSON 
pe r sona l l y  wro te  t h e  d r a f t ?  

A. I would s ay  he  d i d ,  s ir .  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE t o l d  
me t h i s  was c o n f i d e n t i a l  correspondence from t h e  CO, and wanted 
t o  g e t  it typed and n o t  make t oo  much p u b l i c i t y  about  it. Keep
it c o n f i d e n t i a l .  

Q. Sergean t  Major, Exh ib i t  R-5 b e a r s  t h e  i n i t i a l s  
11 RKB ll . Do you recognize  t hose  i n i t i a l s ?  

A. W e l l ,  "RKB" would be Richard K .  BLACKLEDGE which 
is Colonel  BLACKLEDGE. 

Q. Does t h e  p r i n t i n g  t h e r e  look f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  which s u r p r i s e s  m e ,  s i r .  H e  
would n o t  p u t  h i s  i n i t i a l s  on t h i s .  Anything t h a t  i s  f i l e d  
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h a s  my i n i t i a l s  on it "RKG" . Now, t h i s  could--I would s a y  
t h i s  w a s  a "G" t h e r e .  Robert  K.  GERBERDING because  a c o l o n e l  
does  n o t  i n i t i a l  t h e  cor respondence .  

Q - W e l l  t h i s  is--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Because he and I a lmost  had t h e  
same i n i t i a l s .  Mine w a s  RXG and h i s  w a s  RKB. 

Q -
you. 

R igh t .  W e l l ,  t h i s  of  c o u r s e  i s  one r eason  I asked  

A. T h a t 1s my w r i t i n g  I would s a y .  

Q- Do you p r i n t  l i k e  t h a t ?  I must s a y ,  a l l  o f  u s  
have looked a t  t h i s  and t h o u g h t  t h a t  was a "B" t h a t  l a s t  
l e t t e r .  Do you p r i n t  your  "G 's"  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, I make it a r e g u l a r  round funny "G". Now, 
whether  I made t h i s  marking I w o n ' t  s a y ,  s i r .  Mostly mater-
i a l  t h a t  was filed i n  my f i l e  which I p e r s o n a l l y  ma in ta ined  
had my initials a n  t h e r e  and my marking " f i l e " .  

Q - I t  would be  l o g i c a l  f o r  you t o  i n i t i a l  i t  and 
f i l e  it. You w e r e  h a n d l i n g  t h e  pape r .  But do you a g r e e  w i t h  
m e  t h a t  l o o k s  somewhat l i k e  a "B" there--"PXBN? 

A. I t  l o o k s  l i k e  a "B" s i r ,  b u t  I s a y  i t ' s  v e r y  un-
l i k e l y  t h a t  it would be  a "B" because  i t ' s  n o t  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  
job t o  i n d i c a t e  what i s  f i l e d  and what i s  n o t .  T h a t ' s  my job.  

Q.  W e l l ,  t h a t 1s f i n e .  T h i s  i s  h e l p f u l  t o  us .  I 
ca l l  your  a t t e n t i o n  now t o  I n c l o s u r e  1 t o  E x h i b i t  R-5 which 
a p p e a r s  t o  be  some V i e t  Cong propaganda. Do you r e c a l l  how 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c l o s u r e  was r e c e i v e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  We r e c e i v e d  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  t h i s  h e r e  
and I t h i n k  t h e  way w e  g o t  t h i s  was i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h i s  
l e t t e r  from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  s u b m i t t e d  as an 
a d d i t i o n a l  i n c l o s u r e .  I b e l i e v e ,  I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  s u r e  how w e  
g o t  t h i s  b u t  I remembered r e a d i n g  t h i s  h e r e .  T h i s  and s i m i -
l a r  material w a s  found c o n s t a n t l y .  

Q.  I s e e .  You t h i n k  t h i s  might  have been s e n t  a long  
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wi th  a l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t h a t  Genera l  KOSTER 
s e n t  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  v e r y  l i k e l y .  

Q *  You d o n ' t  remember having t h i s  s e p a r a t e l y  o r  re-
c e i v i n g  t h i s  s e p a r a t e l y ?  

A. S i r ,  I cannot  t e l l  you a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  I r e c a l l  
s e e i n g  t h i s  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  correspondence from General  
KOSTER, and Colonel  HENDERSON'S r e p l y .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  L e t  me c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  now t o  t h e  
second i n c l o s u r e  t o  t h i s  E x h i b i t  R-5. I t  i s  headed " S t a t e -
ment." Do you r e c a l l  where t h i s  came from? 

A. T h i s  i s  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  from t h e  Vietnamese l e t t e r  
over  h e r e .  

Q Y e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  some d i f f e r e n c e s  though. The way
t h i s  paper  h a s  been assembled, t h i s  l a s t  paper  you looked a t ,  
headed "S ta tement , "  i s  I n c l o s u r e  1 and you r e c a l l  i n  t h e  open-
ing  pa ragraph .  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  l e t te r  t h a t  s a y s  " I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
has been conducted i n t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  con ta ined  i n  I n c l o -
s u r e  1 . "  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I show you aga in  E x h i b i t  M-34, t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  
l e t t e r  which you r e c a l l  was forwarded w i t h  Genera l  KOSTER's 
l e t t e r . .  I f  you compare t h a t  w i t h  I n c l o s u r e  1 y o u ' l l  see t h a t  
t h e r e ' s  q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  two. 

A. Right .  

Q Can you account  f o r  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir .  I r e c a l l  t h i s  l e t t e r  h e r e  and t h e  t r a n s -
l a t i o n ,  b u t  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s  one h e r e .  

Q. W e l l ,  you handled  t h e  paper .  As f a r  a s  you know 
t h i s  came t o  you i n  t h a t  form t o  be reproduced. I t  w a s n ' t  
something w r i t t e n  up ,  t h a t  i s  i t  w a s n ' t  w r i t t e n  up i n  your  
o f f i c e  o r  anything?  
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A. N O ,  sir. 

Q T h i s  come t o  you,  handed t o  you by Co lone l  BLACK-
LEDGE t o  g e t  t yped  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  a l l  I typed  i s  t h i s  r i g h t  h e r e ,  two pages ,  
n o t h i n g  else.  

Q. You d i d n ' t  h a n d l e  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  t h e n ?  W e  have 
two i n c l o s u r e s .  

A. No, s i r ,  a l l  w e  forwarded  w a s  t h i s  co r re spondence  
r i g h t  h e r e .  

Q. You n o t i c e  t h e  l e t t e r  l i s t s  two i n c l o s u r e s .  You 
d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  o r  t y p i n g  them, h a v i n g  
them typed?  

A. No, s i r ,  no  i n c l o s u r e s  w e r e  typed  f o r  m e .  T h i s  
i s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  w e  t y p e d ,  t h i s  r i g h t  h e r e .  

Q And t o  whom d i d  you g i v e  i t  when you w e r e  f i n i s h e d ?  m 
Ln 
CV 

A. T h i s  one  back t o  Co lone l  HENDERSON. 

Q *  Did i t  go th rough  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE o r  d i r e c t l y  -I 
-4 

t o  Co lone l  HENDERSON? 

A. W e l l ,  t o  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE and h e  took  it. 

Q - Okay, t h e n .  I f  I unde r s t and  you c o r r e c t l y ,  you 
c a n ' t  accoun t  f o r  t h e  two i n c l o s u r e s  t o  t h e  l e t t e r ?  One o f  
which is headed ,  "S ta t emen t . "  T h a t ' s  I n c l o s u r e  1. The se-
cond appea r s  t o  b e  a propaganda s h e e t .  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  went  back t o  d i v i s i o n ,  
sir. I t h i n k  a l l  w e  s e n t  back i s  t h i s ,  and t h i s  r i g h t  h e r e .  
How t h i s  g o t  connec ted  w i t h  t h e  b a s i c  co r re spondence ,  I 
c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. There  w o u l d n ' t  have been  any use  i n ,  any 
l o g i c ,  i n  s e n d i n g  t h i s  back t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. 

Q - W e l l ,  p e rhaps  you b e t t e r  r e a d  t h i s  a l l  t h e  way 
through.  Did you r e a d  it a t  t h e  t ime?  

A. I checked i t  f o r  s p e l l i n g  and s o  on. 
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Q I suggest  you read it through because both inc lo -
su re s  are mentioned i n  t h e  l e t t e r .  Have you read through Ex-
h i b i t  R-5, Sergeant Major? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. This one I r e c a l l  d e f i n i t e l y ,  s i r ,  I 
know t h i s  was typed,  t h i s  was proofread by me.  These two 
th ings  I don ' t  r e c a l l ,  t h i s  Inc losure  1 and 2.  

Q- You noted,  however, t h a t  i n  t h e  let ter  they re-
f e r r e d  t o  Inc losu re  1 and 2 .  From t h e  contex t  they appear 
t o  be l o g i c a l  i nc losu re s .  They f i t  i n t o  t h e  context  of t h e  
l e t t e r .  Could it have been' t h a t  t he se  i nc losu re s  were a l -
ready prepared and no typing was needed. 

A .  Only t h i s  was typed here .  

Q- Only t h e  l e t t e r .  

A. I n  my o f f i c e .  

Q. Yes. 

A. These two pages r i g h t  here .  

Q- Now you n o t i c e  Exhib i t  R-5 'is marked " f i l e "  w i t h  
i n i t i a l  "RKB" o r  "GI' . Now where would t h i s  have been f i l e d ?  

A. I kep t  t h i s  i n  what I c a l l e d  my personal  o r  con-
f i d e n t i a l  f i l e .  And it was no t  f i l e d  wi th  t h e  normal cor-
respondence. NOW, what happened t o  t h a t  a f t e r  I l e f t ,  I don I t  

know. 

Q Was t h i s  kept  i n  a s a f e ,  f o r  example? 

A. No, s i r ,  I had a desk,  my desk,  which I kep t  t h ings  
I d i d n ' t  want anybody e l s e  t o  see .  Of course my c l e r k s  and 
the  a s s i s t a n t  52 sergeant  had access t o  my s a f e s .  They could 
go i n  any t ime,  they had combinations. But my desk, nobody 
Could go i n  un le s s  I l e f t  it open. 

Q. So you handled it a s  a "c lose  hold" paper ,  then ,  
it wasn ' t  f i l e d  wi th  t h e  o t h e r  ma te r i a l ?  

A. NO, s ir .  
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Q. When you l e f t  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  do you know what hap- 
pened t o  it, or where t h e  paper  was a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  or where 
you l e f t  i t ?  

A. I t o l d  my replacement  and I showed t h i s  ' c o r r e s -
pondence t o  him, Master  Se rgean t  CAMELL, and I showed him 
e v e r y t h i n g  I had i n  my desk ,  t h e  suspense  f i l e  and p e r s o n a l  
t h i n g s  I k e p t ,  in fo rmat ion  i t e m s .  I also showed him t h i s  
f i l e  which I s a i d  t h i s  w a s  a s t r i c t l y  c o n f i d e n t i a l  p i e c e  of  
correspondence.  I t o l d  him t h a t  I k e p t  it c o n f i d e n t i a l  t h e  
t i m e  I was h e r e ,  and t h a t  he  shou ld  t r e a t  it t h e  same way, 
n o t  p u t  it i n  t h e  normal f i l e .  Now what he d i d  a f t e r  I 
l e f t - -

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h e r e  a copy from Genera l  KOSTER 
w i t h  it, f i l e d  w i t h  it, i n  your  c o n f i d e n t i a l  papers?  D o  you 
r e c a l l ?  I n  o t h e r  words, was t h e r e  a f i l e  copy of  t h e  communi- 
c a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q *  That  you would-- 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s i r ,  a s k i n  copy. 

Q. I n c l u d i n g  a copy o f  t h e  i n c l o s u r e  t o  ~ e n e r a l  
KOSTER's l e t t e r ?  

A. Our answer back t o  him, y e s ,  sir .  

9- W e l l ,  Genera l  KOSTER's l e t t e r  had an i n c l o -
s u r e  a s  you remember, which you i d e n t i f i e d  h e r e  a s  ~ x h i b i t  
M-34. Was t h e r e  a r e t a i n e d  copy of  t h a t  f i l e  among your  pa- 
p e r s  a long  w i t h  General  KOSTER's l e t t e r ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Tha t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q- Okay. 

A. I t h i n k  a l l  we k e p t  w a s  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  f i r s t  l e t -  
te r  and t h i s  r i g h t  h e r e .  

Q - The r e p o r t ?  

(GERBERDING) 4 2  APP T-247 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. Yes, sir.  

Q a  Could you t e l l  us  t h e  name again of  your successor  
there?  

A. CAMELL, C-A-M-E-L ( s i c ) , master se rgeant .  

Q. Do you remember h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  a f a i r l y  unusual name, I ' d  say.
Sergeant Major, t h i s  was a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t  would 
be a r ep ly  from Colonel HENDERSON t o  General KOSTER speaking 
of Exhib i t  R-5. Do you know what i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  conducted? 
The s u b j e c t  of t h i s  r epo r t .  This  i s  Colonel HENDERSON'S re -
po r t .  Do you know what he d i d ,  how he gathered toge the r  t h e  
f a c t s  and gave them t o  General KOSTER? 

A. No, s ir ,  how he conducted t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I 
do n o t  know. The f i r s t  t ime t h a t  I knew about it was when I 
w a s  handed t h i s  correspondence t o  have i t  typed. So what 
t r a n s p i r e d  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  I have no knowledge. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h e  per iod  dur ing  which Colonel 
HENDERSON had a c a s t  on h i s  l eg?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Could you t e l l  us i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  t h e  time 
sequence here?  

A. I don I t  know i f  it happened p r i o r  t o  this o r  a f -
t e r  t h i s .  I do know t h a t  he had a c a s t .  He go t  h i t  by shrap- 
nel--grenade shrapnel .  S i r ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  hap- 
pened p r i o r  t o  t h i s  o r  af terwards .  I th ink  i t  was l a t e r .  

Q. Our information i s  t h a t  desp i t e  h i s  c a s t  he was 
s t i l l  p r e t t y  a c t i v e .  H e  remained i n  command of t he  br igade.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  wasn ' t  hosp i t a l i zed .  He had a c a s t  
on b u t  he cont inued t o  funct ion.  

(LTG PEERS and MR MACCRATE e n t e r  t h e  hear ing.)  
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MR WEST: S e r g e a n t  Major, I unders tand t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h e  
name of your  c l e r k  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Would you g i v e  us  t h a t  name? 

A. SP5 Lar ry  L. BAILEY, H e  is  now d i scharged ,  sir .  

Q B-A-I-L-E-Y? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. D o  you have any i d e a  where he is l i v i n g  now? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  i n  Oregon o r  Washington, 
s i r .  

Q - A s  you can s e e ,  Se rgean t  Major, w e  have now been 
jo ined  by Genera l  PEERS and M r .  MACCRATE. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And I have reviewed f o r  them some of your p r i o r  
test imony.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  went over  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  
le t ter  from Genera l  KOSTER t o  Colonel  HENDERSON. Can you re -
c a l l  t h e  t e x t  of  i t ?  

A. S i r ,  I remember vaguely i n  g e n e r a l  terms i t  was 
t h e  same a l l e g a t i o n  which you have s e e n  i n  t h i s .  I n  o t h e r  
words, General  KOSTER s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l e g a t i o n s  had been pre-
s e n t e d  t o  him by h i s  Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t s  concerning a 
supposed massacre by U . S .  f o r c e s  and he d i r e c t e d  t h a t  Colonel  
HENDERSON conduct  an  immediate,  d e t a i l e d ,  and thorough i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  c i rcumstances  and any f a c t s  concerning 
t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  by t h e  Vietnamese. Tha t  i s ,  i n  e s s e n c e ,  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of Genera l  KOSTER. 

I0 : You say  " h i s  Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t s . "  Did 
he s a y  who h i s  Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t  was? 

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  was my terminology,  s i r .  I do n o t  
remember t h e  e x a c t  wording b u t  what he was t a l k i n g  about  was 
t h e  in fo rmat ion  t h a t  he had r e c e i v e d  from Vietnamese channels  

(GERBERDING) 4 4  APP T-247 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


which came from t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander of  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  
which you might c a l l  h i s  Vietnamese coun te rpa r t ,  s ir .  

Q. T h a t ' s  a l l  I wanted t o  know. Did he mention t h e  
names of Colonel TOAN o r  d i d  he j u s t  say  t h e  commanding o f f i -  
cer o f  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion? 

A. That  I do n o t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q. Did he mention anything about  t h e  Vietnamese be ing  
upse t  about  t h i s  o r  anything? 

A. Tha t  I do n o t  know, sir. 

10: Am I c o r r e c t  i n  my understanding t h a t  t h i s  accom-
panied General  KOSTER's l e t te r ,  a copy of t h i s ?  

MR WEST: Y e s ,  do you r e c a l l  E x h i b i t  M-34, Sergeant  Major? 
I n  your test imony a few moments ago you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ' t h i s  
was i n c l o s e d  i n  General KOSTER's l e t t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q- Sergean t  Major, do you know how t h i s  r e p o r t  of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  commanding genera l?  

A. I t  was s igned  by Colonel HENDERSON, sir,  d e l i v e r e d  
by t h e  d a i l y  c o u r i e r ,  s i r .  The o f f i c e r  from the b r igade  who 
made a d a i l y  f l i g h t  t o  Chu L a i ,  t h e  America1 Divis ion head- 
q u a r t e r s .  I t  was marked, on a double-sealed envelope,  "Eyes 
of t h e  CG on ly" ,  I b e l i e v e .  

. . 

Q. Do you remember t h e  name o f  t h e  c o u r i e r ?  

A. No, sir .  They changed every  2 o r  3 weeks. 
I t ' s  imposs ible  t o  r e c a l l .  

Q. I t ' s  been almost  2 yea r s ,  now. Sergeant  Major 
we've a l r eady  shown you Exh ib i t  R-5 which you have i d e n t i -  
f i e d  a s  t h e  r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which was typed i n  your 
o f f i c e  from Colonel  HENDERSON'S hand w r i t t e n  d r a f t .  Now I 
hand you a copy of t h a t  r e p o r t  from which a copy (R-5) was 
made. The e x h i b i t  copy. You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h i s  is  on onion 
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s k i n  and appears  t o  be  a  carbon copy and y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  up i n  
t h e  upper r igh t -hand  c o r n e r  i n  r e d  p r i n t i n g  it s a y s  " f i l e " ,  
"RK" and t h i s  copy appears  t o  be  a "B". I r e f e r  t o  your p r i o r  
tes t imony i n  which you i n d i c a t e d  you though t  it probably  
could  n o t  be  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE1s i n i t i a l s  because  he  d i d n ' t  
mark papers  f o r  f i l e .  I wish you would t a k e  a look a t  t h i s  
now and see i f  you recogn ize  t h e  p r i n t i n g  and t h e  i n i t i a l s .  

A. This  i s  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE1s w r i t i n g ,  s ir .  I 
assumed it was mine b u t  t h a t  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  h i s  w r i t i n g  t h e r e ,  
and he  must have marked t h i s  copy f o r  f i l e ,  which I d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  b e f o r e .  

Q . Did you e v e r  g e t  a comeback copy f r o m  t h e  d i v i -
s i o n ?  Perhaps you d i d n ' t  p r e p a r e  t h a t  copy, I don I t  know. 

A. No, s i r ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  e n t i r e  correspondence t h a t  
I s e e n  t h e r e .  What you have t h e r e  and-- 

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t  me p u t  i t  a d i f f e r e n t  way. 

Do you remember how many cop ies  were a t t a c h e d  when Colonel  

BLACKLEDGE asked you t o  have it typed? 


A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The p o l i c y  was t h r e e  cop ies  t o  h i g h e r  
headquar te r s  and one f i l e  copy so a t o t a l  of f o u r  c o p i e s  were 
typed.  

Q =  I see. And you are p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  you f o r -  
warded t h e  t h r e e  and k e p t  t h e  one and t h a t  i s  a l l .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- T h i s  copy o f  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  da,ted 24 
A p r i l  1 9 6 8  which I have shown and which i s  on onion skin', or 
one of t h e  second s h e e t s  w i t h  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE 's i n i t i a l s . .  
Does t h a t  appear  t o  be  a copy which you s t o r e d  away i n  your 
desk f o r  sa fekeep ing?  

A. I t  looks  o l d  enough t o  be i t ,  s,ir. I would s,ay 
t h a t ' s  it, sir. 

Q. I b e l i e v e  you t e s t i f i e d  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  . t h a t  you 
k e p t  an onion s k i n  copy of  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  . letter 
t o  Colonel  HENDERSON a l s o .  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q *  L e t  m e  ask you again ,  d i d  you r e t a i n  a l s o  a copy
of t h e  i nc losu re  of  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  l e t t e r  which was 
t h i s  l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  chief  shown a s  Exh ib i t  M-341 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  s o ,  sir. I th ink  a l l  I kep t  is 
a copy of t h e  C G 1 s  l e t t e r .  A onion s k i n  copy and our  r ep ly  
from Colonel HENDERSON. The remaining copies ,  t h e  Vietnam- 
ese  l e t t e r  and--if i t  was re turned  or--I don ' t  know what hap- 
pened t o  it. 

10: Would you no t  normally keep t h a t  a s  an attachment 
t o  General KOSTER's correspondence s i n c e  it w a s  a n a t u r a l  
attachment t o  it, t h a t  was what he was r e f e r r i n g  too? 

A. S i r ,  I be l i eve  t h e  e n t i r e  correspondence was 
re turned,  t h e  Vietnamese l e t t e r  and our r ep ly  t o  it. 

MR WEST: The o r i g i n a l  copy of General KOSTER1s l e t t e r  was 
s e n t  back? 

A. The o r i g i n a l  copy, yes ,  sir .  

Q. You j u s t  kep t  t h e  one i n  onion sk in?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

10: Did you n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  had two a t t ach -  
ments? One i s  a b i t  of  propaganda, repor ted  t o  be ,  and t h e  
o the r  attachment i s  a s ta tement  da ted  the  1 4 t h  of Apr i l .  Do 
you r e c a l l  where t h e s e  were obtained? And who obtained them? 

A. I seen these ,  s i r ,  bu t  I do not  know how they 
were ob ta ined ,  s ir .  I can only assume t h a t  they came with  
the  correspondence from General KOSTER. 

Q. DO you r e c a l l  t he se  having been picked up by Col- 
onel  BLACKLEDGE from ARVN o r  GVN forces?  

A. How it was obta ined I do no t  know, sir .  A l l  I was 
handed was a manila f o l d e r  with t h e  correspondence i n  it. 
prepared it and re turned  i t  t o  Colonel BLACKLEDGE. Now, how 
the  ma te r i a l  went i n s i d e ,  how the  o r i g i n a l  was obta ined and 
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i n c l o s u r e s  and so on,  t h a t  I do n o t  know, sir. I have seen  
t h e  v a r i o u s  i n c l o s u r e s .  I r e c a l l  them, b u t  e x a c t l y  by whom 
and how t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  our  headquar te r s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  I do 
n o t  know, sir. 

Q. One t h i n g  I n o t i c e d  i s  t h a t  a l l  t h i s  seems t o  
be  i n  whi te  onion s k i n  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of  one i n c l o s u r e  
which is i n  green.  Did you have green paper  i n  t h o s e  days?  

A. W e  had v a r i o u s  colors, s ir ,  yel low,  p ink .  1t.k 
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  g r e e n  paper  w a s  used. 

Q- You d i d n ' t  have a l l  w h i t e  then?  

A. The o r i g i n a l  correspondence w a s  a l l  w h i t e  and w e  
k e p t  t h e  ye l low copy s o m e t i m e s  f o r  t h e  f i l e  copy b u t . n o t  a t  

. a l l  t i m e s ,  depending on t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of paper .  Now, 
sometimes w e  used  a l l  w h i t e  c o p i e s  f o r  f i l e  c o p i e s .  

Q- Aside from y o u r s e l f  and t h e  c l e r k  t h a t  you w e r e  
u s i n g ,  SP5 BAILEY, who else knew about  t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. I n  my o f f i c e ,  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, myself and SP5 
BAILEY, sir as I unders tood,  because correspondence came d i -
r e c t l y  from Colonel  HENDERSON t o  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE f o r  p r e -
p a r a t i o n .  

Q And how w e r e  you made p r i v y  t o  General  KOSTER's 
l e t t e r ?  

A. I t  w a s  i n  t h e  f o l d e r  which Colonel  BLACKLEDGE had.  
W e  had t o  look up t h e  d a t e  and r e p l y  f o r  something I t h i n k .  
Anyway, t h e  e n t i r e  correspondence was i n  one f o l d e r .  

Q T h a t ' s  one t h i n g  I n o t i c e d ,  t h a t  t h i s  d i d n ' t  make 
r e f e r e n c e  t o  any p r e v i o u s  l e t t e r  from General KOSTER. I t  s a y s  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h a s  been conducted of  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  c i t e d  
i n  I n c l o s u r e  1. I n c l o s u r e  1 i s  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  a c t u a l l y ,  p u t  
i n  r e v e r s e  h e r e  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  
l e t t e r  t h a t  came down from General  KOSTER. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e  d i d  have a l e t t e r  s igned  by General  
KOSTER. I have seen it. 
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Q *  Do you remember t h e  d a t e  of t h a t  one? 

A .  No, s i r ,  bu t  i t  had t o  be very c lo se  t o  t h e  d a t e  
of Colonel HENDERSON'S r ep ly ,  s i r .  Colonel BLACKLEDGE t o l d  
me t o  g e t  t h i s  immediately done and we responded t o  any cor-
respondence s igned by a genera l  o f f i c e r  immediately, s i r .  I t  
cou ldn ' t  have been more than a few days p r i o r  t o  ou r  answer. 

Q 9 Well, you ind ica t ed  prev ious ly ,  Sergeant Major, 
t h a t  General KOSTER had s a i d  i n  h i s  let ter  t h a t  he wanted a 
d e t a i l e d ,  in-depth i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made of t h i s  whole mat te r .  
Would you expect  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  scope could 
have been made i n  a day o r  so?  

A. Well, I would say ,  s i r ,  i n  a couple of days I 
be l i eve  it could have been done. Because t h e  personnel  i n -  
volved were r i g h t  a t  hand and could be reached very e a s i l y .  

Q. What was Major CALHOUN doing a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  do you 
r e c a l l ?  Colonel BARKER was t h e  br igade execut ive ,  I be l i eve  
a t  t h a t  t ime.  

A. S i r ,  Major CALHOUN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  America1 
Division a f t e r  Task Force Barker d i sso lved  and I be l i eve  he 
worked i n  G3. He l e f t  br igade s h o r t l y  a f t e r  Task Force Barker 
was dissolved.  

Q. Are you su re  about t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I ' m  no t  p o s i t i v e .  I know he d i d  no t  re-
tu rn  t o  our base camp except  f o r  a couple of v i s i t s .  I be-
l i e v e  t h a t  he was t r a n s f e r r e d .  

Q. Could he have been reass igned t o  one of t h e  ba t -  
t a l i o n s ?  Something of t h a t  na ture?  

A. That could have been poss ib l e ,  sir .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any s e t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  Sergeant 
Major GERBERDING,  of a r r i v a l s  by c o u r i e r  of the double manila 
envelope, o r  was t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  you saw of it when t h e  f o l d e r  
was handed t o  you by Colonel BLACKLEDGE? 
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A. S i r ,  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I ' d  seen  i t  was when I was 
handed l o o s e  correspondence.  J u s t  d r a f t  handwr i t t en  c o p i e s  
and t h e  b a s i c  correspondence from d i v i s i o n .  T h a t ' s  i t .  When 
it a r r i v e d ,  I do n o t  know. 

Q e  I t  had wi th  it a t  t h a t  t i m e  an envelope from which 
it came? 

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  know. 

(2- You had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it came i n  a double envel -  
ope by c o u r i e r .  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  w e  d i s p a t c h e d  it from o u r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
i n  a double envelope  by c o u r i e r .  

Q . I misunderstood.  And you s e n t  i t  back f o r  t h e  
"Eyes of t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  on ly?"  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  a t  t h i s  t i m e  anyone was i n  t h e  
S2 shop from prov ince  headquar te r s?  Anyone frorn t h e  adv i so ry  
team a t  Quang Ngai Province?  

A. You mean around 1 5 ,  16 March, s i r ?  

Q. N O ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  now about  t h e  time of prepara , t ion  
of t h i s  l e t t e r  of  2 4  A p r i l .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
anyone be ing  wi th  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE from o u t s i d e  t h e  b r i g a d e  
headquar te r s?  P o s s i b l y  from e i t h e r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  adv i so ry  tean 
a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  o r  from t h e  province  adv ios ry  team f r o m  
Quang Ngai Province?  

A.  N o ,  s i r ,  t h e  Son Tinh a d v i s o r  never came dawn t o  
our  headquar te r s  b a s e  camp, LZ Bronco. I do n o t  know who he 
was. I never  saw him. The Quang Ngai Province a d v i s o r  never ,  
a r r i v e d  a t  o u r  b a s e  camp. Any d e a l i n g s  we had were through 
our  M I  detachment.  

Q. W e l l ,  when you s a y  never  a r r i v e d  a t  your base  camp, 
you mean a s  f a r  a s  t h e  S 2  shop i s  concerned? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q - And you i n  t h e  S2 shop never  had any d e a l i n g s  
w i t h  t h e  deputy  p rov ince  a d v i s o r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  G U I N N  
s o  f a r  a s  you a r e  aware? 

A. No, sir. 

I0: W e  have a n o t h e r  e x h i b i t  w e  would l i k e  t o  ask  you 
i f  you have e v e r  seen .  This  has  been e n t e r e d  t h e  r e c o r d  as 
E x h i b i t  M-30. T h i s  i s  n o t  v e r y  p l a i n ,  very  f r a n k l y .  You w i l l  
n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a copy a t t a c h e d .  You n o t i c e  t h e  s igna-  
t u r e  t h e r e ?  

A. Cap ta in  RODRIGUEZ, sir. 

Q. Do you know Capta in  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. No, s i r .  I never  m e t  him. 

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  some o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  i s  
i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - With one excep t ion .  T h i s  one h a s  no s i g n a t u r e .  

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s ,  how t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  
was p repared  o r  who by. 

Q- Y e s .  

A. I have no i d e a ,  s ir .  I do n o t  r e c o l l e c t .  

Q. You r e c a l l  having r e t y p e d  t h i s  copy? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  S i r ,  l e t  m e  s a y  t h i s  a g a i n ,  
I f i g u r e  t h a t  a t  t h i s  t ime I d i d  n o t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h i s  correspondence because i t  d i d  n o t  seem impor tan t  t o  m e .  
I handled a l a r g e  volume o f  correspondence t o  beg in  w i t h ,  
s o  t h e  only  t h i n g  which ve ry  s t r o n g l y  s t a y s  i n  my mind i s  
t h i s  l e t t e r  h e r e  which was typed i n  my o f f i c e .  The remain- 
i n g  i n c l o s u r e s  you have h e r e ,  how they  w e r e  o b t a i n e d  o r  who 
made t h e s e  i s  something I do n o t  r e c o l l e c t ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
This  l e t t e r  s t a n d s  o u t  c l e a r l y  i n  my mind because  I read  it 
s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  c o r r e c t e d  t y p o g r a p h i c a l  e r r o r s  and s p e l l i n g  
on it, b u t  t h e  remaining m a t e r i a l ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i t ' s  a mystery 
t o  m e .  
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0- But t o  your knowledge, you a t  no time saw a  copy
of t h i s  1 4  Apr i l  s ta tement  wi th  a  s i g n a t u r e  on it o r  Capta in  
RODRIGUEZ' ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. No, I do n o t ,  sir. Captain RODRIGUEZ does no t  
r i n g  a  b e l l  wi th  m e .  I cannot say,  sir. 

Q- Now, t h e  no te  t h a t  came down from General KOSTER 
t o  Colonel HENDERSON, was t h i s  typewr i t t en  o r  was i t  i n  long-
hand? 

A. A typewr i t t en  o f f i c i a l  America1 l e t t e r h e a d ,  s ir .  

Q. Yeah. Now you say a s  f a r  a s  you were concerned 
t h i s  w a s  j u s t  another  p iece  of correspondence, I understand 
t h a t .  Do you recall any o t h e r  correspondence r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you might have been connected wi th ,  you or SP5 
BAILEY o r  your shop? For example along about t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  
of Apr i l  d i d  you and BAILEY, e i t h e r  one of you, o r  bo th ,  were 
you involved i n  typing a r e p o r t  i n  response t o  a complaint
made by an a v i a t o r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  no t  i n  my o f f i c e .  This i s  t h e  only  th ing  
I know concerning t h i s  i nc iden t .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Nothing e l s e  was typed i n  my o f f i c e .  

Q- You d i d n ' t  see, about t h a t  t ime,  a r e p o r t  t h a t  
had about maybe a page b u t  had s e v e r a l  at tachments t o  ?it' in 
forms of s ta tements  from ind iv idua l s?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  moving now t o  t h e  end of May, t o  10-15 May, 
o r  15-20 May, d i d  you and BAILEY o r  d i d  you have an hand i n  
prepar ing about a  4 o r  5-page document addressed t o  t h i s  'same 
general  s u b j e c t ,  which was a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  having 
about 15 t o  20 o r  maybe poss ib ly  up t o  25 s ta tements  a t t ~ ~ h h e : d  
t o  i t ?  

A. NO,  s ir .  
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Q- That  you can  r e c a l l ?  

A. I d i d  n o t ,  I ' m  p o s i t i v e ,  sir .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. The o n l y  d e a l i n g s  o r  t h e  o n l y  correspondence I 
handled is  t h i s  one r i g h t  t h e r e ,  sir,  which was i n  A p r i l ,  
and no th ing  f u r t h e r  a f t e r  t h a t .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  on ly  p i e c e  o f  
correspondence which was f i l e d  i n  my p o s s e s s i o n  i n  my desk ,  
and any f u r t h e r  correspondence p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t  
was never  s e e n  by m e  o r  by my o f f i c e .  Should it have come 
t o  my o f f i c e  I would have seen  i t ,  sir. 

Q . T h i s  c o u l d  have been c a l l e d  t o  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE'S 
a t t e n t i o n  w i t h o u t  your knowledge c o u l d  it n o t ?  

A. S i r ,  99  p e r c e n t  which came i n  I saw and Colonel  
BLACKLEDGE cou ld  n o t  keep it from m e ,  because  w e  were very  
c l o s e .  

Q *  Aside from t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  S e r g e a n t  GERBERDING, 
were you aware t h a t  something was under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  Task Force Barker  o p e r a t i o n  i n  Son Tinh,  Son 
My V i l l a g e  on 1 5 ,  16 ,  17 ,  and 18 March? 

A. The o n l y  t i m e  o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I heard  about  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and found o u t  about  i t ,  s i r ,  i s  when w e  
typed t h i s  paper  r i g h t  h e r e .  

Q Y e s .  

A. When t h i s  was submi t t ed  t o  h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
a s  f a r  a s  I know t o  my knowledge t h e  c a s e  was c losed .  No 
f u r t h e r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  was e v e r  had,  i n  my o f f i c e  n o r  do I 
r e c o l l e c t  hav ing  any conversa t ion  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  
wi th  pe r sonne l  i n  my o f f i c e  o r  i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

MR MACCRATE: D o  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a one-page 
document t h a t  r e f e r r e d  t o  a company commander and an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g  conducted r e l a t e d  t o  some a c t i o n  by th-a t  
company commander? 
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A. N O ,  sir. 

I0: This  a c t i o n  t h a t  M r .  MACCRATE i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
might have been t h e  shoo t ing  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  c la iming o r  
j u s t i f y i n g  t h e  k i l l i n g  of  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l  as an 
acc iden t .  

A. NO, sir.  

MR WEST: I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  you back t o  your i n i t i a l  
test imony b r i e f l y ,  Sergeant  Major GERBERDING. Do you r e c a l l  
t e l l i n g  us t h a t  you he lped  prepare  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  es ' t imate  
of  t h e  ope ra t i on?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether it conta ined i n t e l l i g e n c e  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  My La i  ( 4 )  would 
be o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  gone t o  market by 0730 when t h e  CA was 
due t o  go i n ?  

A. NO,  sir. Information of t h a t  type  would n o t  
appear i n  t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  e s t ima te .  We gave them t h e  f a c t s  
from informat ion w e  had from t h e  a r e a  and t h e  enemy t roops  i n  
t h a t  a r e a  and a s  f a r  a s  t h a t  goes nobody could  know what 
s p e c i f i c  t i m e  women and c h i l d r e n  would l eave  a s p e c i f i c  
v i l l a g e .  I t  would be more o r  less an unfounded s ta tement  t o  
p u t  t h i s  i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  say ing  t h a t  a t  0700 a l l  t h e  
women and c h i l d r e n  w i l l  have depa r t ed  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet.  

Q. N o  such t h i n g  came from your o f f i c e ?  

A. No, sir. 

MFt MACCRATE: May I i n q u i r e ,  Sergeant  Major GERBERDING, 
whether you had anyone from t h e  S2 shop who was i n  t h e  
b r igade  TOC r e g u l a r l y ?  

A. I d o n ' t  q u i t e  understand what you mean by 
r e g u l a r l y ,  sir. 

Q- Did you have someone who s t ayed  i n  t h e  b r igade  
TOC dur ing t h e  day and then would come back wi th  a r e p o r t  t o  
t h e  S2 shop l a t e r  i n  t h e  day? 
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A. A t  t h e  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  TOC, s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I ,  mysel f ,  worked t h e r e .  W e  had s e v e r a l  c l e r k s  
i n  t h e r e  so  I was on du ty  from morning t o  midnight  b u t  I d i d  
n o t  s t a y  con t inuous ly  i n  t h e  TOC. Now w e  a l l  had ,  each 
s e c t i o n  had one o r  two c l e r k s  who s t a y e d  t h e r e  con t inuous ly .  
t o  answer a l l  phone c a l l s ,  r a d i o  messages and s o  on. And i f  
anything i m p o r t a n t  came up t h e n  t h e y  would c a l l  m e  o r  Colonel  
BLACKLEDGE. I mean, a t  t imes  when I was n o t  t h e r e ,  t o  go e a t  
o r  t a k e  a shower o r  l e a v e  t h e  TOC. But I w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
a c e r t a i n  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  I t  d i d  n o t  mean t h a t  I had t o  be  
t h e r e  p h y s i c a l l y  from 0600 i n  t h e  morning u n t i l  2400, I could  
l eave .  But pe r sonne l  were d e t a i l e d  t o  be t h e r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
from 0800 i n  t h e  morning t o  2000 a t  n i g h t  and from 2000 i n  
t h e  evening u n t i l  0800 t h e  fo l lowing  morning. They d i d  n o t  
l eave  u n l e s s  t h e y  were r e l i e v e d  by mysel f ,  o r  any of t h e  S 3  
personne l  by t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r .  

10: While h e ' s  look ing  f o r  t h a t ,  Se rgean t  Major 
GERBERDING, w e  n o t i c e  t h a t  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of  t h e  1 6 t h  t h e  
Task Force  Barker  l o g  shows t h a t  they  rece ived  a r e p o r t  from 
Bravo Company i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  Bravo Company had had no 
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  day. C h a r l i e  Company however 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had 10 o r  11 c i v i l i a n s  which were k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships .  The i n d i c a t i o n  on t h e  Task Force 
Barker  l o g  i s  t h a t  t h i s  in fo rmat ion  was r e l a y e d  t o  b r i g a d e  
a t  abou t ,  a s  I remember t h e  t i m e ,  i t  was around 1600-1630. 
This  in fo rmat ion  however d i d  n o t  show up i n  t h e  l o g  of t h e  
b r igade .  Can you t e l l  m e  why t h e s e  t h i n g s  were n o t  recorded? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  t h e  l o g  was c o n t r o l l e d  by a  duty  
o f f i c e r .  

Q Y e s .  

A. A TOC du ty  o f f i c e r ,  a c a p t a i n  who was i n  charge .  
Now every  e n t r y  i n  t h i s  l o g  was approved by a du ty  o f f i c e r  
b e f o r e  it was typed by t h e  j o u r n a l  c l e r k .  Any message, 
r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n  when i t  came i n  went t o  him and he p u t  h i s  
"J" number on i t ,  gave it t o  t h e  c l e r k ,  typed i t ,  o r  he added 
something,  o r  s c r a t c h e d  a word o u t  and i t  was typed.  Now I 
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do no t  r e c a l l  t h a t  type of  message having come i n .  Like I 
s t a t e d  before  t o  Colonel FRANKLIN,  a l l  the  time I was i n  
Vietnam I do no t  r e c a l l  eve r  rece iv ing  a r e p o r t  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  
were k i l l e d ,  innocent c i v i l i a n s .  To t h e  b e s t  of  my reco l -
l e c t i o n  I do no t  r e c a l l ,  on 1 6  March, a message coming i n  
saying,  acc iden ta l ly  20 c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d  by gunships.  
Like I s t a t e d  before  t h e  e n t i r e  a r ea  was 100 percen t  VC 
con t ro l l ed ,  100 percen t  dominated, and I d o n ' t  s ee  how anybody 
could have made a d i s t i n c t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  which one of t h e  
dead bodies was a VC and which one was the  innocent c i v i l i a n .  

Q W e l l ,  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  t h ings  you could assume I 
th ink .  A babe i n  arms o r  a 2 t o  3-year-old t o d d l e r  although 
may be r ea red  VC, a t  t h i s  s t a g e  of t he  game might no t  be 
c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a VC. 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir. A smal l  c h i l d ,  very young 
age, yes sir. 

Q But you saw none repor ted.  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  Major, d i d  you have a f i l e  i n  the S2 
o f f i c e ,  t h a t  dur ing t h e  time you were t h e r e  was c a l l e d  
s e c u r i t y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system f i l e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  That i s  t h e  f i l e ,  p a r t  of t h e  func t iona l  
f i l e  system. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember what it was used f o r .  
This per ta ined  t o  I be l i eve  t o  t h e  downgrading of ma te r i a l .  

Q. When t h e  2 4  Apr i l  1968 l e t t e r  was placed by you 
i n  t h e  f i l e s  f o r  r e t e n t i o n ,  d i d  you a t  t h a t  time stamp it 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  o r  was t h e  stamping t h a t  we now s e e  upon it 
placed upon it a t  a l a t e r  time? 

A. The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  was made upon t h e  d i spa t ch  of 
t h e  correspondence t o  America1 Division,  sir. 

Q - And it was a t  t h a t  time c l a s s i f i e d  a s  con f iden t i a l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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I0: I n  what k i n d  of an envelope , o r  f o l d e r  and s o  on 
d i d  you r e t a i n  t h i s  copy and t h e  o t h e r  b i t s  of  correspondence 
i n  your desk? Was it i n  a manila  f o l d e r  o r  what was it i n ?  

A. S i r ,  i n  my desk I had s e v e r a l  f o l d e r s  which I k e p t  
f o r  r e f e r e n c e ,  my own r e f e r e n c e ,  such a s  a suspense  f i l e ,  and 
r e f e r e n c e  f i l e s  on v a r i o u s  m a t t e r s  which I needed f o r  my own 
job and job performance and r e f e r e n c e  m a t e r i a l .  I had one 
f i l e  on which I had a t  t h a t  t i m e  "Sergeant  Major GERBERDING, 
Personal1 '  i n t o  which I p l a c e d  t h i s  because  I wanted t o  keep 
t h i s  o u t  o f  t h e  normal f i l e  sys tem where anyone cou ld  see it. 
I n  my desk nobody e x c e p t  myself and Colonel  BACKLEDGE could  
see it. 

Q- What was t h e  reason f o r  keeping t h i s  o u t ,  i f  a s  
you s a y ,  t h i s  was j u s t  a n o t h e r  e v e n t .  Why keep t h i s  o u t  of 
t h e  f i l e s ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  correspondence was t r e a t e d  a s  c r i t i c a l  
and c o n f i d e n t i a l  by t h e  b r i g a d e  commander and t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander and s o  I wanted t o  main ta in  it t h e  same way. We 
had v a r i o u s  correspondence which we r e c e i v e d  f o r  eyes  o f  t h e  
b r i g a d e  commander on ly  which was f i l e d  s e p a r a t e  and on ly  my- 
s e l f  and t h e  Colonel  had a c c e s s  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  of 
correspondence.  I mainta ined it i n  my desk s o  nobody could  
f i n d  i t  and I informed my replacement  when I l e f t  Vietnam 
t h a t  t h i s  was c o n s i d e r e d  a t  t h e  t ime of p r e p a r a t i o n  a p i e c e  of  
o f f i c i a l ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l  correspondence and it shou ld  be t r e a t e d  
t h a t  way, and n o t  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  normal f i l i n g  system. 

Q. Was it e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  l o g ,  t h e  G 2  log?  

A .  This  would n o t  be  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  l o g ,  s ir .  

Q . You normal ly  used t h e  l o g  f o r  documents i n  and 
you logged them o u t  d i d n ' t  you? 

A .  Not c o n f i d e n t i a l  m a t t e r s ,  s i r .  

Q. What about  p e r s o n a l  m a t t e r s  and t h i n g s  of t h i s  
c a t e g o r y ,  whether  i t ' s  s e c r e t  o r  what i t  i s ?  

A .  No, sir .  Th i s  was n o t  logged.  
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Q. Would you go back once more, Sergeant  Major and 
t e l l  us i n  as g r e a t  a d e t a i l  a s  you can what was s a i d  i n  t h a t  
l e t t e r  from General KOSTER t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. S i r ,  t h i s  i s  very hard t o  r e c a l l  verbatim. I wish 
you wouldn't  quote me verbatim, b u t  t h e  essence,  I believe--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  What I want t o  g e t  i s  no t  t o o  much 
t h e  verbatim. I want t o  g e t  t h e  g i s t  and t h e  conten ts  of what 
General KOSTER was address ing himself t o .  

A. That a l l e g a t i o n s  have been made by t h e  Vietnamese 
concerning an excess ive  number of  c i v i l i a n s  having been k i l l e d  
unnecessar i ly .  H e  d i r e c t e d  Colonel HENDERSON t o  conduct an  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  determine t h e  circumstances,  i f  t h a t  is t r u e  
o r  no t  t r u e ,  and t o  fu rn i sh  him a rep ly  a s  soon a s  poss ib l e .  

Q - - Did he i n d i c a t e  t o  what depth he wanted t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  was s t a t e d ,  sir .  

MR MACCRATE: When d id  your replacement come t o  Duc Pho? 

A. Af t e r  1 November 1968. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  if Colonel BLACKLEDGE was s t i l l  t h e  
S2 a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, s i r .  H e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Phu Bai sometime i n  
t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of June. 

Q Did you have occasion t o  b r ing  the  conten ts  of 
t h i s  persona l  f i l e ,  t h a t  you maintained, t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of 
t h e  new S2? 

A. He w a s  aware of i t ,  sir. 

Q And who was he? 

A.  A t  t h a t  time a Captain SCHLEICHER, Major SCHLEICHER 
now. 
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I0 : How w a s  h e  made aware o f  i t ,  S e r g e a n t  Major 
GERBERDING? 

A. W e l l ,  I would assume t h a t  he knew a b o u t  i t  because  
he  was t h e  r ep lacemen t  o f  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, s i r ,  and I ' m  
s u r e  he  a p p r a i s e d  him o f  a n y t h i n g  which had t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  
p a s t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  I p e r s o n a l l y  d i d  n o t  show t h i s  t o  Cap ta in  
SCHLEICHER. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  h e  was aware o f  i t ,  a n y t h i n g  which 
took p l a c e  i n  o u r  o f f i c e .  

10 :  You d o n ' t  know though whether  i n  f a c t  t h a t  i s  s o ?  
You're  making an assumption t h a t  Co lone l  BLACKLEDGE f u l l y  
b r i e f e d  and i n d o c t r i n a t e d  Cap ta in  SCHLEICHER. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: But it would n o t  have shown up on any i n v e n t o r y  
of  documents t h a t  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE might have reviewed w i t h  
Cap ta in  SCHLEICHER a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. No, h e  wouldn ' t have any o c c a s i o n  t o  see it, s i r .  
I t  was i n  my desk .  Unless  he  asked  f o r  it. 

Q Do you e v e r  r eca l l  him a s k i n g  t o  s e e  i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  hav ing  t h e  
document o u t  from your  desk  from t h i s  t i m e  i n  A p r i l  1968 u n t i l  
your  d e p a r t u r e  i n  November 1968? 

A. T h a t  s t a y e d  i n  my d e s k ,  s i r ,  and nobody saw it 
u n t i l  my rep lacemen t  a r r i v e d  and I showed it t o  him. A s  f a r  
a s  I know, nobody e l se  s e e n  it. Except  t h e  p e o p l e  invo lved .  

Q You n e v e r  had any i n q u i r i e s  conce rn ing  it from 
Colone l  BLACKLEDGE o r  anyone e l s e ?  

A. Not from anyone, s ir .  

I0 : Did you show him t h e  document o r  d i d  you j u s t  show 
him t h e  envelope  o r  whatever  t h i s  w a s  c o n t a i n e d  i n ?  Was h e  
aware o f  t h e  r e p o r t  o r  was he  j u s t  aware t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
f o l d e r  i n  t h e r e  marked " p e r s o n a l "  and s o  on? 
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A. I showed him, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about Sergeant  CAMELL 
now, sir. I showed him t h e  f o l d e r  and said, "Mere's one p i ece  
o f  correspondence which you can see i s  s e n s i t i v e  i n  na tu re  and 
i t ' s  i n  he re  and you might keep it. I kep t  it s e p a r a t e  a l l  
t h e  t i m e  I w a s  here.  What you do with  it a f t e r  I leave  i s  up 
t o  you and your boss."  And I showed him t h e  f o l d e r .  Now I 
do no t  r e c a l l  him s i t t i n g  down and a c t u a l l y  going through 
every i tem i n  it. I j u s t  showed him what I had. 

MR MACCRATE : Colonel HENDERSON w a s  s t i l l  t h e  commanding 
o f f i c e r ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  when you departed? 

A. No, S i r .  Colonel DONALDSON was s t i l l  t h e  br igade 
commander. Colonel HENDERSON l e f t  i n  October, sir. 

Q. So, had Colonel HENDERSON given you any 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  t o  what you were t o  do with  t h a t  copy t h a t  
you had r e t a ined?  

A. S i r ,  I d i d  n o t  d e a l  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON i n  
t h i s  matter .  This w a s  given me by Colonel BLACKLEDGE and he 
t o l d  nae t o  keep a f i l e  copy which I did .  

Q- And t h i s  w a s  kept  i n  your desk, n o t  a s a f e ?  

A. I n  my desk,  sir. 

Q* Colonel BLACKLEDGE had never i n s t r u c t e d  you t o  
p l ace  it i n  one of  the  o f f i c e  s a f e s ?  

A. H e  t o l d m e  t o  f i l e  it, sir,  now t h a t ' s  it. Now 
what I do wi th  it a f t e r  t h a t  he doesn ' t  have t o  consu l t  any 
f u r t h e r .  He te l l s  me t o  f i l e  it and a f t e r  t h a t  i t ' s  my 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I took i t  upon myself,  a t  t h i s  time i n  Apr i l ,  
s i n c e  it w a s  of  a personal  s e n s i t i v e  na tu re ,  t o  p l ace  it i n  
my desk where it would be more p ro t ec t ed  from people see ing  
it than it would be i n  t h e  normal f i l i n g  cab ine t  o r  s a f e .  

10: Where i s  Sergeant CAMELL, d i d  you say? 

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  know. 

COL PATTERSON: H e  i s  i n  Chicago, s ir ,  we have h i s  name and 
address.  
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10: Is he  i n  s e r v i c e  o r  o u t ?  

COL PATTERSON: I n  s e r v i c e ,  and w e  are i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  him. 
H e  w i l l  be h e r e  as a w i t n e s s  i n  a day o r  two. 

I0 : A l l  r i g h t .  

Q. Aside  from t h e  document i n  t h e  f o l d e r ,  S e r g e a n t  
Major GERBERDING, d i d  you have any o t h e r  p e r s o n a l  o r  c o n f i -  
d e n t i a l  k i n d s  o f  p a p e r s  t h a t  you r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e r e ,  n o t  o n l y  
f o r  y o u r s e l f ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander o r  anybody e l s e ?  

A. The o n l y  cor respondence  which was ma in ta ined  f o r  
"eyes  of  t h e  CG on ly"  w e r e  a s p e c i a l  cor respondence  which was 
marked " s e c r e t ,  s e n s i t i v e "  and which a r r i v e d  from DA once a 
month, s ir .  I t  w a s  a l i t t l e  pamphlet t h i n g ,  w o r l d  a f f a i r s .  

Q. A weekly summary? 

A. The weekly summary, yes  sir .  T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  i t e m  
I ma in ta ined  s e p a r a t e ,  a s  I s a y .  I t  was f o r  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  
CG on ly  and  t h a t  was d i s c o n t i n u e d  a f t e r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  
Genera l  LIPSCOMB. 

MR MACCRATE: But s o  f a r  a s  t h i s  f o l d e r  i n  your  desk ,  what 
else was i n  t h e  f o l d e r  w i t h  t h e  copy o f  t h e  24  A p r i l  1968 
l e t t e r ?  

A. S i r ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i t  i s  ha rd  t o  say .  You might  
c a l l  it a l i t t l e  junk f o l d e r  I had t h e r e .  I k e p t  s t u f f  I 
wanted nobody else t o  s e e .  Any u n f i n i s h e d  p r o j e c t  I was 
supposed t o  do and d i d n ' t  do ,  I s t u c k  i n  t h e r e  t e m p o r a r i l y .  
Nothing which r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  s i r .  I t  w a s  j u s t  
p e r s o n a l  i t e m s  what I wanted h idden  i n  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  and 
nobody else c o u l d  see-- 

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Anything t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q. Nothing t h a t  was f o r  h i s  e y e s  o n l y ?  
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A. No, sir. 

I0: Colonel  HENDERSON never  came i n  about  t h e  t i m e  he 
w a s  l e a v i n g  and asked you i f  you s t i l l  had t h i s  r e p o r t  o r  
anything?  

A. No, sir. 

Q: D i d  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE say  anything t o  you p r i o r  
t o  h i s  depa r tu r e?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Y e s .  When Colonel  DONALDSON came i n  t o  t a k e  over  
a s  t h e  b r i gade  commander, t h i s  w a s  n o t  c a l l e d  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  
t h a t  you had such correspondence? Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I do n o t  know i f  it w a s  c a l l e d  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n ,  
sir, b u t  nobody asked f o r  t h i s  correspondence and I was t h e  
one t h a t  had it. 

Q- W e l l ,  wh i l e  you w e r e  t h e r e ,  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  
when your  replacement came i n ,  whether  he showed it t o  any- 
body o r  n o t  b u t  j u s t  whether  o r  n o t  anybody had come t o  ask 
you f o r  it o r  whether  you had occas ion  t o  show it t o  anybody 
e l s e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I never  d id .  

MR MACCRATE: Who i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, t o  your 
knowledge, knew t h a t  you had t h i s  copy o f  t h e  24  ~ p r i ll e t t e r ?  

A. S i r ,  I would assume t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON would, 
because w e  k e p t  a f i l e  copy and my c l e r k  BAILEY knew it. H e  
typed it. 

Q- But up t o  t h e  t i m e  o f  your depa r tu r e  you know of  
no one else t h a t  w a s  acqua in ted  w i th  t h i s ?  

A. I t  was never  d i s cus sed  w i th  anybody, s i r .  O r ,  
nobody e v e r  ques t ioned  m e  o r  asked m e  about  it. 

Q. When d i d  BAILEY l e ave?  
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A. H e  had an e a r l y  d i s c h a r g e ,  s ir ,  September. 

Q. BAILEY d e p a r t e d ,  t h e n ,  b e f o r e  you d i d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Did anybody from t h e  M I  detachment e v e r  come o v e r  
and t a l k  t o  you about  what may have t aken  p l a c e  o u t  t h e r e  i n  
Son My V i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- No l i e u t e n a n t  by t h e  name of JOHNSON? Some people
r e f e r  t o  him a s  "Bul l "  JOHNSON? 

A. I t a l k e d  t o  him s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  we never  
t a l k e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  W e  t a l k e d  
i n  g e n e r a l  te rms about  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  e n t i r e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
AO. I never  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  him s a y i n g  one word about  t h i s  
16 March a f f a i r .  

Q H e  never  t o l d  you about  s e e i n g  q u i t e  a few dead 
noncombatants and s o  on? 

A. S i r ,  I can t r u t h f u l l y  t e l l  you now, t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  I hea rd  of  any c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  i s  when I p icked  
up t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  i n  Korea, and read  it i n  t h e  paper  
l as t  y e a r .  ~it-he exyept ion  of  t h i s  propaganda l e t t e r  
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  correspondence h e r e ,  s a y i n g  260 c i v i l i a n s  
k i l l e d ,  by t h e  Son Tinh c h i e f .  

Q* Y e s .  

A. Otherwise ,  I never  hea rd  any th ing  about  i t .  I 
never  heard  anybody i n  my h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  t h e  f i r e  base  where 
I was d i s c u s s i n g  any t y p e  of  massacre o r  supposed k i l l i n g  o f  
c i v i l i a n s .  Not whi le  I was t h e r e .  And i f  it d i d  happen--

Q * ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  know, however, t h a t  on 16 March, 
r e p o r t s  w e r e  p a s s i n g  over  t h e  a i r  of  n o t  on ly  t h e  10 t o  11 I 
mentioned b u t  20 t o  30 c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d .  We know t h i s .  

A. I t  d i d  n o t  come t o  my knowledge, s i r ,  a t  b r i g a d e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  
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Q. One o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t ' s  always concerned me a 
l i t t l e  b i t .  I t  was r epo r t ed  t h a t ,  and i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken 
t h i s  reached t h e  br igade TOC, t h a t  30 t o  40 VC depar ted t h e  
v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  That shows up 
i n  t h e  log of t h e  br igade ,  y e t  when t h e  newspaper came o u t  t o  
recount  t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  and t h e  newspaper w a s  publ ished on 22 
March, a f t e r  it had been i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  news s h e e t  on t h e  
17 th ,  it ind ica t ed  t h a t  35 of t h e  enemy came i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
whi le  t h e  opera t ion  w a s  i n  progress .  This i s  one t h i n g  t h a t  
I have no t  been a b l e  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  i n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t .  Why on 
t h e  one hand i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  30 t o  40 l e f t  and then 
t h e  I 0  shop--I would assume they g e t  information from t h e  TOC, 
t o  v e r i f y  and check these  fac t s - - ind ica tes  t h a t  35 enemy 
en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Do you remember anything about t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Colonel PATTERSON, I know you ' re  f a m i l i a r  wi th  
t hese  th ings .  I wish you'd c a l l  t h i s  t o  t he  a t t e n t i o n  of  t h e  
Sergeant Major. Get t he  l o g  of t h e  16th  f o r  t h e  br igade and 
a l s o  g e t  t he  22d TRIDENT. 

(LTG PEERS and MR MACCRATE withdrew from t h e  
hear ing room, MR WALSH en te red  t h e  hear ing.)  

MR WALSH: Sergeant Major, i n  previous  testimony you i n d i c a t e d  
you had been given t h e  le t ter  of 2 4  A p r i l  1968 i n  d r a f t  form 
by Colonel BLACKLEDGE along with  a f o l d e r  of loose  papers 
inc lud ing  General KOSTER's l e t t e r  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Now, I th ink  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had given t h i s  
d r a f t  t o  S p e c i a l i s t  BAILEY t o  type? 

A. Yes. 

Q - Colonel HENDERSON'S d r a f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I wonder i f  I could j u s t  t r a c e  what happened then;  
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d i d  you g e t  back t h e  o r i g i n a l  and t h r e e  ca rbons  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
Genera l  KOSTER's l e t t e r  from S p e c i a l i s t  BAILEY and r e d e l i v e r  
them t o  Co lone l  BLACKLEDGE? 

A. N O ,  BAILEY o n l y  g o t  t h e  pen copy, t h e  h a n d w r i t t e n  
copy; t h a t ' s  it, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  he  g o t .  

Q And h e  typed  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any i n c l o s u r e s  o r  
a t t a c h m e n t s  t o  t h a t  l e t t e r ,  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  BLACKLEDGE 
d e l i v e r e d  it t o  you o r  t h a t  you d e l i v e r e d  t h e  d r a f t  t o  
S p e c i a l i s t  BAILEY? 

A. No, s i r .  I n  t h e  f o l d e r  t h e r e  I had a l l  t h e  
m a t e r i a l ,  t h e  Son Tinh l e t t e r  and t h i s  l e a f l e t  was i n  t h e r e ;  
it was a l l  i n  one  f o l d e r .  

Q I see. NOW, when you g o t  back t h e  t y p e d  l e t t e r  
from S p e c i a l i s t  BAILEY, what d i d  you do w i t h  i t ?  O r  d i d  you 
g e t  it back from him? 

I t h i n k  you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  a l s o  t h a t  Co lone l  
BLACKLEDGE had marked on one o f  t h e  ca rbons  t h a t  w e  have 
shown you h e r e  i n  t h e  f i l e  w i t h  h i s  i n i t i a l s ,  i n  t h e  upper  
r igh t -hand  c o r n e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. NOW, do you s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  back from 
Colonel  BLACKLEDGE t h e  carbon marked w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  
you t o  f i l e  i t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  f o l d e r  of  o t h e r  documents 
t h a t  y o u ' d  g i v e n  back t o  him? My q u e s t i o n  i s ,  i s  it p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  you g o t  back from Colonel  BLACKLEDGE and p u t  i n t o  your  
desk  o n l y  t h e  f i l e  copy o f  t h e  l e t t e r ,  o r  do you s p e c i f i c a l l y  
remember g e t t i n g  back and keep ing  i n  your  desk Genera l  KOSTER's 
l e t t e r  and t h e  o t h e r  documents which w e r e  i n i t i a l l y  g iven  t o  
you by C o l o n e l  BLACKLEDGE? 

A.  N O ,  s i r ,  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I remember e x a c t l y  i s  t h i s  
cor respondence  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  R-5) . Anything else I do n o t  
know. 
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Q. I j u s t  want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  it i s  a b s o l u t e l y  c l e a r  
about  t h i s ,  you do s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember r e c e i v i n g  t h e  f i l e  
t h a t  con ta ined  General KOSTER1s l e t t e r  and a l e t t e r  from t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Colonel HENDERSON'S handwr i t t en  
d r a f t ;  b u t  you do n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  le t -
ter was p repared  and you rece ived  a  f i l e  copy back,  whether 
you kep t  a l l  of  t hose  papers  i n  your desk drawer u n t i l  you 
l e f t  i n  November? 

A. The e n t i r e  f o l d e r  wi th  a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l  I had was 
g iven back t o  Colonel  HENDERSON and a f t e r  he s i gned  it, I re-
ce ived  t h i s  back f o r  d i spa t ch .  

Q Now, d i d  you r e c e i v e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  back t o  be d i s -
patched t o  t h e  commanding gene ra l  t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  carbons 
t h a t  w e r e  going forward? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And one o f  t h e  carbons was marked " f i l e  RKB "? 

A. Right .  

Q A t  t h a t  t ime d i d  you r ece ive  back General ROSTER'S 
l e t t e r  and t h e  o t h e r  papers  t h a t  were w i th  i t ?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I d id .  

Q *  A r e  you s u r e  about  t h a t ?  O r  you j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q Do you have any c l e a r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  e x a c t l y  what 
was i n  t h e  f o l d e r  t h a t  you kep t  i n  your desk from A p r i l  u n t i l  
you l e f t  i n  November? 

A. P e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  h e r e ,  s i r ?  

Q Tha t1s r i g h t .  

A. I would s ay  t h i s  l e t t e r  which I s t r o n g l y  remember 
and I t h ink  I ' v e  s een  he r e  a copy a t t a ched  of a propaganda 
l e a f l e t ,  and I t h ink  t h a t ' s  it. 

(GERBERDING) 66  APP T-247 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

MR WEST: I b e t  you took  an on ion  s k i n  copy o f  Genera l  KOS-
TER's le t ter  t o  Co lone l  HENDERSON. 

A. W e  s h o u l d  have k e p t  i t ,  yes  s i r .  There s h o u l d  have  
been  one. 

Q But  was t h e r e  one? You've t e s t i f i e d  up t o  now t h a t  
t h a t  was c o n t a i n e d  a long  w i t h  t h e  copy o f  Co lone l  HENDERSON'S 
r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  swear  t h a t  I k e p t  it. The o n l y  p i e c e  
of co r re spondence  t h a t  I remember keep ing  i s  t h i s  p i e c e  r i g h t  
h e r e ,  t h e  b a s i c  l e t t e r .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  thank you. 

A. Now Colone l  HENDERSON might  have k e p t  a l l  t h e  cor -
respondence  from Genera l  KOSTER. 

Q D i d n ' t  he  have a c l e r k  i n  h i s  immediate o f f i c e ?  

A. No, sir .  H i s  cor respondence  was p r e p a r e d  by t h e  
S3 t y p i s t  most o f  t h e  t i m e  o r  by my t y p i s t .  

COL FRANKLIN: When Co lone l  BLACKLEDGE handed you t h i s  f o l d e r  
w i t h  t h e s e  documents i n  i t ,  t h e  documents which you have re-
f e r r e d  t o  h e r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  hand w r i t t e n  d r a f t ,  d i d  h e  s a y  
a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ?  

A. No. J u s t  g e t  i t  typed  and j u s t  t r e a t  i t  a s  a con-
f i d e n t i a l  m a t t e r .  

Q. Did h e  show you what  a l l  was i n  t h e  f o l d e r ,  o r  d i d  
he j u s t  hand it t o  you? 

A. I had t h e  f o l d e r ,  s i r ,  I saw what  was i n  i t .  

Q. H e  d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  i t  w i t h  you? 

I n *  No. 
. 

Q. Did he  t e l l  you how many c o p i e s  t o  t y p e  i t  i n ?  

A. No, s i r .  
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Q Tha t  was an SOP f u n c t i o n  I presume? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Then when you t u r n e d  i t  o v e r  t o  Master Se rgean t  
CAMELL? When you went through your  p e r s o n a l  f i l e  where you 
had t h i s  t h i n g  k e p t ,  do you r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p u l l i n g  t h i s  
o u t  o f  your p e r s o n a l  f i l e  and g i v i n g  i t  t o  Sergean t  CAMELL o r  
d i d  you p u l l  t h e  rest of  your  documents o u t  of t h e  f i l e  and 
l e a v e  t h e  f i l e  i n  t h e  drawer? 

A. I showed him t h e  f o l d e r  and what t h e r e  was i n  h e r e  
b u t  I p o i n t e d  o u t  t h i s  correspondence t o  him, t h i s  l e t t e r  h e r e .  

Q I see. And was t h a t  l e t te r  on t o p  of  what cou ld  
have been General  KOSTER's onion s k i n ?  

A. That  i s  very  p o s s i b l e ,  s ir .  

Q. You d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember s e e i n g  Genera l  KOS-
TER's onion s k i n  though? 

A. No, sir .  

Q When you t u r n e d  it over  t o  Se rgean t  CAMELL? 

A .  N o ,  s ir .  

Q 8 I n  t h e  t y p i n g  of t h i s  correspondence d i d  it go t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  around? I mean you typed i t  and gave i t  back t o  
Colonel  BLACKLEDGE d i d  it go r i g h t  through? 

A. No, it was r e t y p e d ,  s i r .  

Q I t  was re typed?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Why? 

A. I t  d i d n ' t  look good. 

Q *  I t  d i d n '  t look good? The format or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, t h e  margin and t h e  paragraphing.  
I d i d n ' t  
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l i k e  it s o  I t o l d  him t o  r e t y p e  it. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  l i k e  it. But once you gave it t o  Colonel  
BLACKLEDGE t o  g i v e  Co lone l  HENDERSON though it went  on through?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

9. You s e a l e d  t h i s  i n  t h e  envelope  and it was d i s p a t -
ched t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- You r e c a l l  g i v i n g  it t o  t h e  c o u r i e r ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I r e c o l l e c t  g i v i n g  it t o  him 
myself .  H e  made h i s  p i c k  up i n  my o f f i c e  where w e  had a c l a s s -
i f i e d  b a s k e t  from which h e  p i c k e d  up a l l  t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  docu-
ments.  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  secret m a t e r i a l  which went t o  d i v i s i o n .  
H e  j u s t  checks  t h i s  b a s k e t  and goes  and it was marked s o  t h e r e  
w a s n ' t  any q u e s t i o n  abou t  where it w a s  t o  be d e l i v e r e d .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  how i t  was marked? 

A. P e r s o n a l ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l  "Eyes o f  t h e  CG o n l y . "  

Q T h a t ' s  r e c a l l  now? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  T h a t  was j u s t  t h e  normal p rocedure  you 'd  
use ,  s i r ,  f o r  cor respondence  which i s  p e r s o n a l  i n  n a t u r e .  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 4 5 5  h o u r s ,  27 Janua ry  
1970.)  

(The h e a r i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1547 h o u r s ,  2 7  
January 1970.) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are a g a i n  p re -
s e n t .  
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LTC PATTERSON: With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade newspaper 
c a l l e d  T r i d e n t  d a t e d  March 22 1968, E x h i b i t  M-17, t h e r e  i s  a 
s e n t e n c e  which r e a d s  and I q u o t e ,  "One o f  t h e  t e n  s u s p e c t s  
apprehended by t h e  company t o l d  an i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  35 VC had 
moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  2 hours  e a r l i e r . "  The r e f e r e n c e  h e r e  
and it goes on t o  t a l k  about  t h a t  t h i s  engagement was i n  f a c t  
16 March, t h e  company was Capta in  MEDINA1s  company, and how 
t h e y  had k i l l e d  1 4  VC and c a p t u r e d  weapons and s o  on. But t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  35 VC had moved i n  2 hours  e a r l i e r  from t h e  p u r p o r t e d  
combat a s s a u l t  is  t h e  p o i n t .  With r e f e r e n c e  t o  E x h i b i t  M-46, 
i t e m  50, I q u o t e ,  "Time 0915, i n c i d e n t :  Task Force  Barker  TOC, 
C/1/20, 0900 h o u r s ,  716788, a VC informed t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  
approximately 30-40 VC d e p a r t e d  t h e  a r e a  a t  0700 hours  going 
e a s t ,  C/1/20 w i l l  move eas tward ."  The d i sc repancy  h e r e  i s  t h a t  
on t h e  one hand t h e  VC d e p a r t e d  a t  0700 accord ing  t o  t h e  TOC 
l o g  and accord ing  t o  t h e  T r i d e n t  newspaper t h e  VC had moved i n -
t o  t h e  a r e a .  The s o u r c e  o f  t h e  VC moving i n t o  t h e  a r e a  accord-
i n g  t o  t h e  T r i d e n t ,  o f  course ,  i s  unknown. Do you have any--
in fo rmat ion  a s  t o  how t h e  p u b l i c  in fo rmat ion  peop le  cou ld  
have r e c e i v e d  such in fo rmat ion?  

A. They r e c e i v e d  t h e  in fo rmat ion  from two s o u r c e s ,  s i r .  
Every n i g h t  a t  1700 t h e  paper  man came t o  a l l  T O C ' s ,  took a 
f i l e  copy o f  t h e  j o u r n a l .  Th i s  was p repared  i n  f o u r  c o p i e s .  
H e  took a carbon copy and he s a t  down and copied  a l l  major  en-
tries from t h e  j o u r n a l  o f  a c t i v i t y .  Now it is  very  u n l i k e l y  
t h a t  he copied  t h i s  wrong. Th i s  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r ecord  t h e r e  
and t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  a c t i o n  t aken  t h e r e  i s  t aken  from o u r  
j o u r n a l .  Now they  d i d  go o u t  and q u e s t i o n  t h e  u n i t s ,  They 
had r e p o r t e r s ,  photographers  on some of  t h e s e  combat a s s a u l t s  
and s o  on b u t  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN, who was t h e  P I O ,  came i n t o  t h e  
TOC every  n i g h t  and he went through o u r  j o u r n a l  and copied  
down major h i g h l i g h t s .  I would say  t h e  j o u r n a l  i s  more accur-
a t e  than  h i s  because  h i s  was t aken  from ours .  

Q The thought  a l s o  s t r u c k  m e ,  Se rgean t  Major, and I 
j u s t  p o i n t  t h i s  o u t .  The c o o r d i n a t e s  given i n  t h e  TOC jour-
n a l  a r e  i n  t h e  ve ry  c l o s e  proximi ty  of My Lai  ( 4 )  a s  we know 
it. This  j o u r n a l  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  moved eas tward  o u t  of  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  Eastward from My La i  ( 4 )  would be  towards Pink-
v i l l e ,  t h e ,  I presume, a c t u a l  o b j e c t i v e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h i s  pa r -
t i c u l a r  case .  I wondered, and i n  my assumption t h e  PI0  i n -
t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  VC moving o u t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  and i n t o  t h e  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Is t h i s  your f i r s t  war, Sergeant  Major? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

MR WEST: Sergeant  Major GERBERDING, earl ier  w e  had ques t ioned  
you about  whether a f t e r  t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  ope ra t i on  you might have 
d i scussed  t h i s  w i th  o t h e r s  o r  heard  d i s c u s s i o n  about  it. I 
want t o  read  you some e x c e r p t s  from t h e  test imony o f  Sergeant  
F i r s t  C l a s s  STEPHENS. You remember him a s  having been t h e  S2 
s e r g e a n t  a s  Task Force Barker and then  l a t e r  he came t o  b r igade  
and he e i t h e r  worked f o r  you o r  he worked f o r  t h e  S3 s e c t i o n  
i n  t h e  b r igade  TOC. D o  you remember Sergeant  STEPHENS? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  I n  h i s  test imony t h e r e  w a s  some d i s cus s ion  
of the body count  and t h e  weapons cap tured  f o r  t h a t  Son My oper-
a t i o n  t h a t  f irst  day. And there w e r e  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  and 
answers : 

"Q. But t h e  p o i n t  I ' m  making i s  you had 128 
body count  a t  t h e  end of  t h e  day. You had nobody 
i n  your t a s k  fo r ce  t h a t  was h u r t  by enemy a c t i o n ,  
o t h e r  than  booby t r a p s .  Was t h i s  f a c t  known o r  
d i s cus sed  o r  d i d  you know t h a t ?  

"A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  was discussed.  The b r igade  S2 
s e r g e a n t  t a l k e d  t o  m e  about t h i s ,  as t o  how they 
cou ld  k i l l  s o  many enemy and no one l o s e  anyone. 

"Q. The b r igade  S2 s e r g e a n t  t a l k e d  t o  you about  
t h a t ?  Do you remember h i s  name? 

"A. GERBERDING. .." 
And then he s p e l l s  your name ou t .  L a t e r  i n  h i s  tes t imony,  Ser-
geant  STEPHENS d i scussed  t h e  ope ra t i on  i n  which Captain MICHLES 
took Bravo Company i n  a g a i n s t  My La i  (4 )  and they  i n f l i c t e d  
q u i t e  a few c a s u a l t i e s  on the VC, b u t  apparen t ly  recovered no 
weapons. H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was a s u b j e c t  of d i s cus s ion  
between you and h imse l f .  Then t h e r e  fol lowed t h e s e  ques t i ons  
and answers: 
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"Q. Who w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  him abou t  t h a t ,  who was 
s a y i n g  t h a t ?  

"A. The br igade- -Sergeant  GERBERDING made t h e  
s t a t e m e n t  t o  m e ,  'How c o u l d  you k i l l  t h i s  many 
enemy and n o t  g e t  t h e  weapons?'  

"Q. H e  made t h a t  abou t  t h a t  a c t i o n ,  t h e n  h e  made 
t h e  same s t a t e m e n t  abou t  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ?  

"A. About t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  y e s ,  s i r .  And t h e n  a f t e r  
t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  a f t e r  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  t h i s  was 
a f t e r  I was back i n  b r i g a d e  and he t o l d  m e ,  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  it w a s  anyone else t a l k i n g ,  j u s t  m e  and him 
i n  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n  and one  day h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e  
P I 0  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were a l o t ,  he d i d n ' t  s a y  many 
o r  a n y t h i n g ,  he  s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  o f  c i v i l i a n s  
k i l l e d .  

"Q. I n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

"A. Y e s ,  s i r . "  

L a t e r  i n  h i s  t e s t imony  t h e r e  was a f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  
S e r g e a n t  STEPHENS a s  t o  h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  you on t h e  
s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  body coun t  and 
c i v i l i a n  d e a t h s  : 

"Q. H e  n e v e r  c a l l e d  you down t o  ask you abou t  t h e  128? 

"A.  No, s i r .  S e r g e a n t  GERBERDING d i d n ' t  s a y  any- 
t h i n g  a t  a l l  u n t i l  a f t e r  I r e t u r n e d  back t o  t h e  
b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  S 2 .  Then one t i m e  he  was 
t a l k i n g  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  S2 and someth ing  about  p e o p l e .  
I d o n ' t  know how i t  came a b o u t - - j u s t  t a l k i n g  
abou t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and d i f f e r e n t  u n i t s  and what  
t h e y  had done and e v e r y t h i n g .  H e  b r o u g h t  it up 
t h a t  t h e r e  was a l o t  o f  body coun t  t h a t  Task Force  
Barke r  had accumulated o v e r  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Something 
a b o u t  t h a t  t h e y  k i l l e d  a l o t  of i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n s .  
H e  s a i d  t h e y  d o n ' t  g e t  t h e  weapons. Then he mentioned 
on t h i s  l a s t  o p e r a t i o n  which i s  t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  P I 0  had t o l d  him, I b e l i e v e  i t  was SP4 o r  
SP5 ROBERTS had t o l d  him t h a t  a l o t  of  c i v i l i a n s  
w e r e  k i l l e d .  The o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  t h a t  would mention 
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it, it was more o r  less--I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  were 
s e r i o u s  i n  what t h e y  were say ing- -pe r sonne l  would 
b e  t a l k i n g  and  s a y i n g  t h a t  Task Force  Barke r  k i l l e d  
a l o t  o f  i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n s  o r  Task Force  Barke r  
g o t  a bunch o f  i n n o c e n t  c i v i l i a n s .  N o t  i n  a s e r i o u s - -

"Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S o r t  o f  jok ing?  

"A. Y e s ,  n o t  i n  a s e r i o u s  way. 

"Q. What i s  S e r g e a n t  GERBERD1NG1s f i r s t  name; i s  
he  an E-8? 

"A. H e ' s  a s e r g e a n t  major  now. 

"Q. Do you know where he  i s ?  

"A. H e  came back t o  F o r t  Po lk ,  L o u i s i a n a .  'I 

I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  end  o f  it S e r g e a n t  GERBERDING. I b e l i e v e  you 
can see why now t h a t  w e  w e r e  q u e s t i o n i n g  you a l o n g  t h i s  l i n e  
somewhat e a r l i e r  i n  your  t e s t i m o n y .  Would you comment on t h i s  
a s  t o  whe the r  you made any such  s t a t e m e n t s ,  o f  t h e  accu racy  o f  
t h i s  t e s t imony?  

A. I have h a d . d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  S e r g e a n t  STEPHENS on t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  o f  Task Force  Barke r  as a whole,  s i r .  However, some o f  
t h e s e  answers  h e  gave i n  t h e r e  t h a t  a l l e g e d l y  I w a s  supposed t o  
have s a i d  appea r  k i n d  o f  s t u p i d ,  because  hav ing  been  i n  t h e  Army 
f o r  a few y e a r s ,  I w o u l d n ' t  make a s t a t e m e n t  l i k e  t h a t ,  s a y i n g ,  
"How come you have no c a s u a l t i e s  i f  you k i l l e d  128  enemy?" 
Making a s t a t e m e n t  by an S2 s e r g e a n t  on any k i n d  o f  o p e r a t i o n  
i s  s t u p i d .  And I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I e v e r  committed myself  t o  making 
a s t u p i d ,  a s i n i n e  s t a t e m e n t  l i k e  t h a t .  Now w e  have t h e  o f f i c i a l  
r e c o r d  t h e r e  o r  c a s u a l t y  f i g u r e s  which w e r e  ma in ta ined  by o u r  S1. 
I f  t h e y  s a y  o n l y  10 p e o p l e  g o t  wounded o r  15  o r  5  by booby t r a p s ,  
w e l l  t h a t ' s  it. W e  had many u n i t s  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  who day 
a f t e r  day k i l l e d  1 0 ,  1 5 ,  20 enemy and s u f f e r e d  no c a s u a l t i e s .  So 
I t h i n k  t h a t  h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  q u i t e  a c c u r a t e  as t o  
what I might  have s a i d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e r e  h a s  n e v e r  
been  any doub t  on my p a r t  on t h e  t y p e  o f  peop le  who were k i l l e d  a t  
My L a i .  Why s h o u l d  I p e r s o n a l l y  q u e s t i o n  S e r g e a n t  STEPHENS o r  
anybody else on t h a t  one  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t ?  A s  f a r  a s  I ' m  
concerned ,  on 15  Februa ry  w e  had an o p e r a t i o n  and on 1 6  March w e  
had one. W e  had v a r i o u s  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  I ' v e  been w i t h .  W e  
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k i l l e d  a number o f  enemy and I have no cause  t o  go  back 
and s a y  how come 50 w e r e n ' t  k i l l e d ,  how come you g o t  t h e  
weapons--only one  weapon, how come no U.S. c a s u a l t i e s  on a 
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  Now o v e r a l l ,  I d i d  q u e s t i o n  t h e  
v a r i o u s  b a t t a l i o n  S 2 ' s  a s  t o  what t h e y  g o t ;  how many wea-
pons,  what t y p e ,  what documents,  what t h e y  found,  how many 
caves ,  t u n n e l s  and s o  on.  But I d i d  n o t  q u e s t i o n  S e r g e a n t  
STEPHENS i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e r e  b e i n g  a n y t h i n g  f i s h y  and 
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  him, how come, how come 128 p e o p l e  were k i l l e d ,  
why d i d  you o n l y  g e t  3 weapons? I had no r e a s o n  t o  do s o .  
A s  f a r  as I was concerned ,  I had  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  I wanted ,  
my i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  INTSUM, what t r a n s -
p i r e d  on t h a t  d a t e .  And on 16 March t h a t  one p a r t i c u l a r  
o p e r a t i o n  w a s  c l o s e d  a s  f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned .  

Q S e r g e a n t  Major ,  d i d  your  views change any a f t e r  
you r e a d  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander 
d a t e d  24 A p r i l  1968? 

A. No, s i r .  I have formed no  o p i n i o n s .  A s  f a r  as I 
am concerned ,  h e r e  a r e  t h e  f a c t s  a s  s t a t e d  by my b r i g a d e  
commander and t h a t  s t a n d s ,  and i f  he  s a y s  t h a t ' s  what i t  i s ,  
t h a t ' s  what i t  i s .  I have no a u t h o r i t y ;  I am n o t  e n t i t l e d  
t o  q u e s t i o n  h i s  f i n d i n g s .  

Q A r e  you t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  because  t h a t  i s  t h e  b r i g a d e
commander's s t a t e m e n t  you cannot  d i s p u t e  i t ?  Suppose you 
know it  i s  wrong? 

A. S i r ,  I know Colonel  HENDERSON f o r  t h e  2 y e a r s  I 
have s e r v e d  w i t h  him and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  he  would have made 
an i n c o r r e c t  s t a t e m e n t  o r  have p r e p a r e d  a l i e  f o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  
t o  t h e - d i v i s i o n  commander. 

Q L e t ' s  make t h i s  a h y p o t h e t i c a l  q u e s t i o n .  L e t ' s  s a y  
i t ' s  some o t h e r  b r i g a d e  commander and y o u ' r e  on t h e  s t a f f  and 
you are t h e r e  a t  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h a t  b r i g a d e .  Suppose 
t h a t  commander r e n d e r s  a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  which you happen 
t o  know i s  f a l s e .  There was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a f t e r w a r d s  such  
a s  t h i s  one ,  and you w e r e  b rough t  i n  and swore t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  
t h e  whole t r u t h .  A r e  you t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  what 
you know mere ly  because  your  b r i g a d e  commander made a c e r t a i n  
S ta t emen t  t h a t  you couldn  't d i s p u t e ?  
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A. No, sir, I d i d  n o t  s a y  t h a t .  What I s a i d ,  sir,  is 
t h a t  I have t o  a c c e p t  t h e  f a c t s  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  t h e y  
are known h e r e  because  I was n o t  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  and I d i d  n o t  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  T h i s  a p p a r e n t l y  h a s  been i n v e s t -
i g a t e d  by Colonel  HENDERSON because he is  making r e p l y ,  s o  
t h e r e f o r e  t h i s  must be t h e  f a c t s  and t h e  t r u t h  a s  t o l d  by 
t h e  b r i g a d e  commander. 

Q. A r e n ' t  you making t h e  assumption t h a t  i t ' s  t r u e ?  

A. S i r ,  I have no reason  t o  doubt  h i s  i n t e g r i t y  and h i s  
s t a t ement .  

Q I t h i n k  t h e  answer was you had no b a s i s  f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g
and so f o r t h ,  r i g h t ?  

A. I have no b a s i s  f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

Q Sergean t  Major, you've been very h e l p f u l  t o  us today.  
You've g iven us some u s e f u l  in fo rmat ion  t h a t  I t h i n k  w i l l  h e l p  
us i n  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming and w e  appre-
ciate your tes t imony.  Before w e  c l o s e ,  a r e  t h e r e  any more 
q u e s t i o n s ?  

(Witness g i v e s  n e g a t i v e  response  .) 

I f  you can t h i n k  of  any th ing  else t h a t  might  h e l p  us ,  
if you f i n d  any p a p e r s ,  d r a f t s  i n  your p o s s e s s i o n ,  any th ing  a t  
a l l  t h a t  you t h i n k  might  h e l p  us,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  from 
you. Before  w e  c l o s e ,  i f  t h e r e ' s  any s t a t e m e n t  you 'd  l i k e  t o  
make, w e ' d  b e  g l a d  t o  r e c e i v e  it. 

A. A s m a l l  comment I ' d  l i k e  t o  d i r e c t  f o r  Colonel  
FRANKLIN. I f  you might have t h e  assumption o r  f e e l i n g  t h a t  I 
am b i a s e d  o r  p r e j u d i c e d  i n  my s t a t e m e n t s  h e r e  concerning t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ,  s i r ,  my p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g s  have n o t  been involved i n  
any th ing  which I have p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h i s  committee h e r e  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  Vietnamese. 

COL FRANKLIN: I a c c e p t  t h a t ,  Se rgean t  Major; I a p p r e c i a t e  your 
cornment . 
MR WEST: Thank you ve ry  much, Se rgean t  Major GERBERDING. The 
h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  r ecessed .  

(The h e a r i n g  recessed  a t  1625 hours ,  27 January  1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GOLDEN, Clarence  H .  MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 5 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Forward A i r  C o n t r o l l e r  
wi th  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade. 

KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  i d e n t i f i e d  h i s  c a l l  s i g n ,  ~ e l i x33, a s  t h a t  
which appeared  on t h e  t a p e  of t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  made 
by Capta in  LEWELLEN (pg. 4 ) .  However, even a f t e r  h e a r i n g  
t h e  t a p e ,  he  cou ld  remember no th ing  abou t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 
16 Marcn (pgs.  6 ,  11). H e  d i d  n o t  remember v i l l a g e s  burning 
on any of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  which he worked w i t h  Task Force  
Barker i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  ( p g .  9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember 
ever  be ing  asked i f  he  had seen  a  l a r g e  number of Vietnamese 
dead on any o p e r a t i o n s  (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  was never asked t o  
make a s t a t e m e n t  about  any e v e n t s  he had seen  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  (pg. 1 0 ) .  He was never aware of any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of any of Task Force B a r k e r ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  
(pgs.  10 ,  11, 1 3 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 3 4 0  h o u r s ,  5 Feb rua ry  
1970. ) 

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The f o l l o w i n g  pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, LTC 
PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Major C l a r e n c e  H .  GOLDEN. 

(MAJ  GOLDEN w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn,  
and t e s t i f i e d  as f o l l o w s  : )  

W i l l  you s ta te  your  f u l l  name, g r a d e ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, b ranch  of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. C l a r e n c e  H .  GOLDEN, Major ,  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  A i r  Fo rce ,  
547 th  S p e c i a l  O p e r a t i o n s  T r a i n i n g  Squadron,  

H u r l b u r t  F i e l d ,  F l o r i d a .  

MR WEST: Major GOLDEN, have you r e a d  o u r  E x h i b i t  M-57 a b o u t  
t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose  o f  t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

A. Y e s  , sir .  

Q .  D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  i t ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  

LTC PATTERSON: Major GOLDEN, would you i n d i c a t e  t o  us  what 
your  a s s i g n e d  d u t y  was on 16 March 1968? 

A. I w a s  fo rward  a i r  c o n t r o l l e r  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade .  

Q When d i d  you assume d u t y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as a forward  
a i r  c o n t r o l l e r  w i t h  t h e  l l t h  Br igade?  

A. I c a n ' t  g i v e  you a s p e c i f i c  d a t e ,  b u t  on t h e  20 th  
of  December 1967.  
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Q. Did you join them i n  country o r  d id  you deploy 
with them? 

A. I deployed with them. 

Q. Did you t r a i n  with them i n  Hawaii? 

A. Yes, I did.  

Q. So you had been i n  Hawaii f o r  some period of time 
and then deployed w i t h  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. This is  correc t .  

Q. And were you with t h e  11th Brigade during your 
e n t i r e  tour  i n  Vietnam? 

A. The second tour  I was. 

0. From December 1967 u n t i l  December 1968? 

A. No, u n t i l  1 May 1968. 

Q. 1 May 1968? 

A. I was only the re  temporarily. I came back t o  my 
home s t a t i o n  then. 

9- On 1 6  March 1968, Task Force Barker conducted an 
operation i n  the  Pinkvi l le  a rea ,  i n  an A0 extended f o r  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade, f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  operation. This area was general ly  
considered t o  be a port ion of t h e  2d ARVN Division AO. Do 
you r e c a l l  anything about the  general time frame o r  t h e  general 
mission t h a t  was t o  be accomplished by Task Force Barker? 

A. No, I sure don ' t .  

(LTC PATTERSON then or iented  MAJ GOLDEN on 
Exhibit  MAP-5. J 

Q - Now t h a t  we've been or iented  on t h e  map, I have 
here a v e r t i c l e  a e r i a l  photograph (Exhibit P-1) . Approximate 
sca le  of t h e  v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  photograph: 1 inch equals about 
85 meters. The operation on 16 March 1968, as  I indicated 
e a r l i e r ,  was to conduct an a s s a u l t  by he l i cop te r ,  of two r i f l e  
companies. The f i r s t  of these  r i f l e  companies, we f e e l ,  was 
a i r  assaul ted i n t o  an area j u s t  t o  t h e  west of t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  
Hamlet of Son My Vil lage.  The he l icopters  made t h e i r  rout ing,  
we bel ieve,  generally out of LZ Dott ie ,  south down Highway 1 
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and t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  eas t ,  t h e n  n o r t h ,  on a d o g l e g  f i n a l ,  l anded  
j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

A. I c a n '  t remember t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  I f  I was on i t  
I c a n ' t  remember, b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I w a s  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
o r  f l y i n g  t h a t  day .  

Q. Have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  check your  f l i g h t  
r e c o r d s ,  s i r ?  

A. No, I h a v e n ' t .  Tha t  would j u s t  g i v e  my t i m e  any-
way. I f l e w  everyday .  

Q. What was your  ca l l  s i g n  when you w e r e  i n  Vietnam? 

A. H e l i x  33 .  On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t o u r  i t  was H e l i x  33. 

Q. On t h i s  day ,  t h e  f i r s t  a s s a u l t  went i n t o  one  LZ 
j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  . The a s s a u l t  l anded  a t  0730 i n  
t h e  morning p receded  by an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  of  3 t o  5 minutes  
from LZ U p t i g h t .  Two l i f t s  went i n  w i t h  n i n e  s l i c k s  i n  each  
of  t h e  l i f t s .  There  w a s  gunship  s u p p r e s s i o n  f i r e  i n  s u p p o r t  
on t h e  l i f t  a s  w e l l  as a gunship  and ae ro - scou t  e l emen t s  o f  t h e  
123d,  o p e r a t i n g  j u s t  t o  t h e  base- -nor thern  edge o f  H i l l  85 and 
f u r t h e r  s o u t h .  

About 0815 i n  t h e  morning,  t h e  second l i f t ,  a l s o  
s u p p o r t e d  by a r t i l l e r y  from LZ U p t i g h t ,  l anded  somewhere t o  t h e  
sou thwes t  o f  P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f .  The a r t i l l e r y  had d i f f i c u l t y  
i n  s h u t t i n g  down i t s  f i r e  on t i m e  and f o r c e d  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  
make a go-.around and f i n a l l y  l a n d .  Sometime between t h e  l i f t s  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  someone s t a t e d  o v e r  t h e  a i r  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  
some-,mortar  t u b e s  o r  some m o r t a r  rounds .  Subsequent ly  t h i s  
s t a t e m e n t  w a s  changed t o  m o r t a r  rounds a t  H i l l  85. The ae ro -
s c o u t  e lement  l anded  s e v e r a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l o a d s  of  r i f l e m e n  on 
t h e  t o p  of  H i l l  85 h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . Does a n y t h i n g  r i n g  
y e t ?  

A. N o ,  n o t  y e t .  

Q Okay. The ca l l  s i g n s  o f  t h e  f o l k s  i n v o l v e d  h e r e ,  
t h e  ground m i s s i o n  commander a i r b o r n e  i n  t h e  C&C s h i p ,  was 
Coyote 6 .  

A. T h a t  w a s  Co lone l  BARKER. 

Q. T h a t ' s  correct.  
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A. On a l l  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  I f l e w  up t h e r e ,  he  was 
normal ly  a i r b o r n e .  

Q On how many o p e r a t i o n s  d i d  you f l y ?  

A. I have  no i d e a .  I f lew s e v e r a l ,  two o r  t h r e e ,  
a l o n g  i n  h e r e  and t h e n  cove red  one p l a t o o n  o r  someth ing  t h a t  
went o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , I remember. Those a r e  
t h e  o n l y  ones  I r e c a l l .  

Q Another  c a l l  s i g n  was Shark .  The Sha rks  were t h e  
gunsh ips  of  t h e  l i f t  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  worked t h e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  c o u p l e  of  h o u r s .  Another  c a l l  s i g n  used t h a t  day by t h e  
a e r o - s c o u t s  o r  t h e  e l emen t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  H i l l  85 a c t i v i t y  
was t h e  War lords ,  Warlord Alpha. 

A. I worked w i t h  t h e  Sharks  on s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  and 
I ' v e  h e a r d  o f  t h e  War lords ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  working 
w i t h  them. 

Q On t h e  days  t h a t  you r e c a l l  working i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  
do you remember a n y t h i n g  s p e c i f i c  of  t h e  t imes  you worked t h e r e ?  

A. Not r e a l l y .  The v i v i d  t h i n g  t h a t  r i n g s  i n  my mind 
is t h e  s t a r t  o f  T e t .  I was coming down t h i s  highway and g o t  
s h o t  a t  r i g h t  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  About 10,000 p e o p l e  l i n e d  
up on t h a t  r o a d ;  and a s  I s a y ,  I worked a coup le  of  t i m e s  around 
t h i s  v i l l a g e  when--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Around P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. And t h e n  once  when a p l a t o o n  o r  company, I c a n ' t  
remember--now were go ing  in--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On up t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  t h e r e ?  

A. To t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , I a l s o  saw 
some o t h e r s  t h a t  w e r e n ' t  a c t u a l l y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e y  were 
j u s t  on r o u t i n e  s e a r c h  m i s s i o n s  n o r t h  o f  h e r e .  

Q W e  have a t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  t h a t  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have  
been made d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  2 hou r s  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 1 6  
March. Helix 3 3  a p p e a r s  on t h e  t a p e .  

A. Tha t  was my c a l l  s i g n .  
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Q. Y e s ,  on s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  j u s t  
run  o v e r  some o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  appear  w i t h  you and s e e  
i f  perhaps  t h a t  can  h e l p .  A l i t t l e  l a t e r  w e ' l l  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  
t a p e  and see i f  t h a t  can  do any good. Somewhere r i g h t  a f t e r  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  k i c k e d  o f f ,  H e l i x  33 came on t h e  command n e t  and 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  is a--and I might  j u s t  add t h a t  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  w e r e  making some gunruns 
g e n e r a l l y  i n  h e r e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  H i l l  85. H e l i x  33 i n d i c a t e d  
a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  someone t h a t  he a l s o  had "one runn ing  down 
t h e  road  t o  t h e  e a s t , "  and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t ' s  " j u s t  t o  t h e  
. l e f t  of  you."  Also ,  s e v e r a l  minutes  l a t e r  he i n d i c a t e d  he had 
a "couple  come down, h e r e . .  ..Some of them a r e  e s c a p i n g  back 
toward t h e  ocean,  down t h i s  road .  " 

A. This  i s  a l l  from H e l i x  33? 

Q C o r r e c t .  L a t e r  on H e l i x  33 r e p o r t e d  around 0850 
o r  0900 h o u r s ,  p robab ly  j u s t  b e f o r e  he was go ing  o f f  s t a t i o n ,  
made a c a l l  t h a t  he was g e t t i n g  f i r e d  a t .  "We g o t  an  ARVN 
moving i n t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  and t h e r e ' s  a t r o o p  coming 
i n  from t h e  s o u t h  o r  from t h e  n o r t h  ...I ' m  c e r t a i n  I ' m  be ing  
f i r e d  a t  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  " 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  f i r e d  a t  down t h e r e ,  i f  
t h a t  w a s  me .  

Q And j u s t  a l i t t l e  a f t e r  9 o r  0910, your two hours  
on s t a t i o n  w e r e  abou t  up, o r  3 3 ' s  two hours  w e r e  abou t  up,  and 
33 c a l l e d  Coyote 6 s t a t i n g  t h a t  he was l e a v i n g  b u t  t h a t  " H e l i x  
32 would be coming up s h o r t l y "  t o  r e l i e v e  him on s t a t i o n .  

A.: T h a t ' s  Major HANKS, 32. 

Q Major HANKS r e c a l l e d  coming up on s t a t i o n  t h a t  
morning. 

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  i f  H e l i x  33 i s  on t h e r e ,  
i t ' s  g o t  t o  be me .  

Q I t ' s  g o t  t o  be you. W e l l ,  ' I  t h i n k  perhaps  t h e n  
t h a t  would be you. Nothing t h a t  was s a i d  t h u s  f a r  has  rung 
any b e l l s ?  

A .  No, i t ' s  been t o o  long .  Too much w a t e r  has  gone 
under t h e  b r i d g e .  
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Q. I ' m  going t o  ask  you t h e n ,  s i r ,  i f  y o u ' l l  l i s t e n  
t o  t h e  t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  and see i f  maybe some of t h e  o t h e r  e v e n t s  
t h a t  you h e a r  w i l l  g i v e  you a f e e l  f o r  be ing  back t h e r e .  Maybe 
you can even recogn ize  your vo ice .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  w e ' l l  r e c e s s  
and set  t h e  t a p e  up t o  l e t  Major GOLDEN h e a r  i t .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1402 h o u r s ,  5 February 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1440 h o u r s ,  5 February 
1970 .) 

COL PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: Persons  p r e s e n t :  COL PATTERSON and MAJ COOP. 

COL PATTERSON: S i r ,  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  t h a t  t a p e ,  does it r e c o l l e c t  
o r  r e f r e s h  your  memory? 

A. I r e c a l l  a couple  of t h i n g s  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  I hea rd .  

Q. Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  He l ix  33 you hea rd  on 
t h e  t a p e  was y o u r s e l f ?  

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q. What do you recall  now about  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  e v i d e n t l y  I thought  t h i s  w a s  one o f  t h e  
miss ions  I had been on h e r e  i n  P i n k v i l l e ,  because  e v i d e n t l y  
I was f l y i n g  around i n  t h i s  a r e a  somewhere ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. Genera l ly  o v e r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  i t s e l f ?  

A. Y e s .  

0. T h a t ' s  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  of My Lai  t h e n .  

A. Y e s ,  I r e c a l l  once I s a i d ,  " I  saw someone coming 
down t h i s  road." I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having s a i d  t h a t  now though. 

Q. You do r e c a l l  having s a i d  t h a t ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l .  
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Q I see. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q DO you r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  w a s  on t h e  t a p e ?  

A. The t h i n g  t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  my mind is  someone 
c a l l i n g  and s a y i n g  t h a t  they  had t w o  t h a t  were removing a l l  
t h e i r  c l o t h i n g .  That rang a  b e l l  w i t h  me. 

Q You r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you s e e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  e p i s o d e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  where you were about  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q. About how high w e r e  you f l y i n g  on t h e  day? You 
r e c a l l  t h a t  you g o t  mixed up wi th  t h i s  day? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e ,  b u t  normally I s t a y e d  
something above 1,500 f e e t  above t h e  ground. I ' d  say  somewhere 
between 1,600 f e e t  and 2,000 f e e t .  

0. Do you r e c a l l  i n  t h e  t a p e  t h a t  one of  t h e  u n i t s  
was going t o  s tar t  working around t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  Th i s  was a 
h e l i c o p t e r  u n i t  o r  of  s e v e r a l  gunsh ips ,  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  Hueys, 
and:.maybe even a smal l  S k e e t e r ,  a l i t t l e  bubble h e l i c o p t e r .  
Do you remember s e e i n g  him o v e r  i n  that--.  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you remember s e e i n g  about  n i n e  h e l i c o p t e r s
coming i n  and l a n d i n g  o r  t r y i n g  t o  l and  and making a go-around 
coming o u t  o v e r  t h e  c o a s t  t h e r e  i n  format ion?  

A. I covered s e v e r a l  of t h e s e  e v e n t s ,  and I remember 
s e e i n g  h e l i c o p t e r s  come i n .  I don ' t  know i f  i t  was t h i s  one 
p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t  t h a t  I s a w  o r  n o t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  unusual  about  t h e  e v e n t s  
t h a t  you saw w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ?  
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A. NO, s ir .  

0. Did you r e c a l l  on t h e  t ape  where a t  one t ime 
Helix 33 c a l l e d  and s a i d  t h a t  he had t roops  sneaking i n  from 
t h e  no r th  o r  sou th  s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I r e c a l l  t h a t  on t h e  t ape ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q. YOU d o n t t  r e c a l l  making t h a t  t ransmiss ion? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q. Do you remember see ing  any mortar f i r e  o r  what 
appeared t o  be some type  of f i r i n g  over i n  t h e  peninsula  a rea?  

A. No, sir. The only th ing  t h a t  I remember is  once 
when I was f l y i n g  over t h a t  village--and I d o n ' t  know again i f  
i t  w a s  dur ing  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  o r  not-- there was a 
boat  on t h e  FM frequency rece iv ing  f i r e  from along t h i s  penin-
s u l a  here  ( i nd i ca t ing )  . I was t r y i n g  t o  spo t  t h a t  f i r e  f o r  h im,  
bu t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  it. I was t o o  high. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  on t h e  t ape ,  it i n d i c a t e d  f i nd ing
those mortar tubes  and rounds on t o p  of H i l l  85? And you don ' t  
r e c a l l  hear ing t h a t  t ransmiss ion? 

A. N O ,  sir,  I don ' t .  

Q. You a l s o  heard on th.e t ape  t h a t  t h e r e  appeared t o  
be q u i t e  a few people,  Vietnamese I would imagine, moving along 
521 t o  t h e  southwest ,  towards Quang Ngai. We've a l s o  heard 
evidence t h a t  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few people moving ou t  t o  t h e  
no r th ,  gene ra l ly  over i n  t h i s  a rea .  Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any 
l a r g e  numbers of people? 

A. No. The only t i m e  I saw any l a rge  number of people 
was during T e t  along t h i s  road. I never saw any l a rge  number 
of people on any opera t ion  i n  which I was involved up i n  t h i s  
a rea .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  see ing ,  i n  any of t h e  opera t ions  i n  
which you were involved,  what any of t h e  t roops  were doing on 
t h e  ground? 

A. I cou ldn ' t  see them r e a l l y .  I f  I needed t o  know 
where someone w a s  dur ing any ope ra t ion ,  I asked them t o  pop 
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smoke; and t h e h  when he popped smoke I c o u l d  see two o r  t h r e e  
p e o p l e ,  b u t  I n e v e r  saw a l a r g e r  number t h a n  t e n .  I neve r  saw--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On any o p e r a t i o n  i n  which you worked 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  a s  p a r t  o f  Task Force  Ba rke r ,  d i d  you see any 
b u r n i n g  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o r  any v i l l a g e s  bu rn ing?  

A. Not t h a t  I can  r e c a l l .  

Q A s  I u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  Major GOLDEN, you d o n ' t  have 
t o o  much r e c a l l  abou t  any of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  you p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r ,  i t ' s  been t o o  l o n g  ago.  

Q Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  o r  h e a r i n g  any o f  t h e  
o t h e r  FAC's back a t  Duc Pho t a l k i n g  a p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  
i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. The o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  I can  r e c a l l  would have been 
back i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  December b e f o r e  t h e  u n i t  t h a t  was 
t h e n  h e r e  l e f t .  They had an  o p e r a t i o n  up i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , 
and one day w h i l e  I w a s  f l y i n g  i n  t h e  back s e a t  of  an  0-1 w i t h  
a n o t h e r  FAC, he showed m e  a l o t  a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  even 
remember where it was t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  However, 
t h i s  was a  l o n g  t i m e  b e f o r e  I s t a r t e d  working.  

Q Were you f l y i n g  by y o u r s e l f  on 16 Karch? Were you 
a l o n e  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  Normally I f lew by myse l f .  Some-
t i m e s  I had  an Army o b s e r v e r  w i t h  m e ,  b u t  normal ly  w i t h  myse l f .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n  t h e  
hoo tch  t h e r e ,  o v e r  a t  t h e  b a r ,  o r  w i t h  any o f  t h e  A i r  Fo rce  
o f f i c e r s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  a t h i n g .  

Q O r  w i t h  any o f  t h e  Army p e r s o n n e l  a t  Duc Pho? 

A. I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  t h e  Army p e o p l e  v e r y  much, j u s t  
c a s u a l l y .  W e  n e v e r  s a t  down and t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  
I f  w e  had a n  o p e r a t i o n ,  I ' d  g e t  b r i e f e d  on i t ,  b u t  t h a t  was a b o u t  
t h e  e x t e n t  o f  it. 

Q Who d i d  your  b r i e f i n g ?  
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A. I g o t  them over  i n  t h e  TOC b e f o r e  an o p e r a t i o n .  
I t  would be  what I c a l l  an o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r .  I guess  it would 
be an S3 f o r  t h e  Army. 

Q. Do you remember h i s  name? 

A. I c a n ' t  recall .  

0 Do you recall  Major HANKS say ing  any th ing  about  
s e e i n g  a l o t  of  people  up i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. Did Colonel  MACLACHLAN e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about  
what you had seen  o r  what you had accomplished? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q. You worked f o r  Colonel  MACLACHLAN? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q. H e  never  ques t ioned  you about  any of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s
t h a t  you f lew i n  up t h e r e ?  

A. Oh, he would i f  w e  had a b i g  o p e r a t i o n  going on. 
He'd ask us what happened t h a t  day ,  how t h i n g s  went ,  how was 
t h e  f l y i n g ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  t h e  e x t e n t  of  it. There was never  any-
t h i n g  t o  r e p o r t .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  whether  o r  n o t  he asked you about  
any s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n  o r  asked i f  you had seen  any l a r g e  
numbers of dead Vietnamese? 

A. No, sir.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q. Were you e v e r  asked t o  make a s t a t ement  o r  e v e r  
in te rv iewed  by any i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  any of  t h e  
e v e n t s  t h a t  you had seen  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  a t  
any t ime? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q. Were you aware of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  d i d  you
h e a r  rumors of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  concerning t h e  Task Force 
Barker  o p e r a t i o n s ?  
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A. Not u n t i l  I r e a d  t h e  pape r s  abou t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. During your  t o u r  i n  Vietnam you n e v e r  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  
and no one  c o n t a c t e d  you about  i t ?  

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q Have you t a l k e d  w i t h  anyone a b o u t  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  
o r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of  Task Force  Barker  i n  March 1968? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  

Q. How abou t  Major HANKS? 

A. Have I t a l k e d  w i t h  him? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. W e  t a l k e d  by phone once.  He s a i d  t h a t  h e  was coming 
up h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q Did you t a l k  about  whether  o r  n o t  you perhaps  were 
H e l i x  3 3  on t h i s  day or whether  G r i f  SCARBOROUGH was? 

A. W e  t a l k e d  b u t  w e  c o u l d n ' t  d e c i d e  whether  h e  o r  I 
was f l y i n g .  From t h a t  t a p e  I guess  we were bo th  f l y i n g .  

0. You and Major HANKS? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. O the r  t h a n  Major HANKS, have you t a l k e d  w i t h  anybody 
e l s e ?  

A =  No, s i r .  

Q. A i r  Force  o r  Army? 

A. That  's c o r r e c t .  

Q. Then as I under s t and  i t ,  you d o n ' t  know t o o  much 
abou t  t h e  a c t i v i t y  around My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A. No, sir. I ' v e  g iven  you a l l  t h a t  I can muster  up ,  
t h a t  I can remember. 

Q. S i r ,  b e f o r e  we a d j o u r n ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  you an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s a y  a n y t h i n g  you 'd  l i k e  t o  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t o  
ask  any q u e s t i o n s  you 'd  l i k e  t o  a s k ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  you 'd  
l i k e  t o  s a y .  
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A. I d o n ' t  have  a t h i n g  more t o  o f f e r ,  c o l o n e l .  

Q. Colone l  WILSON, a member of  o u r  s t a f f  would l i k e  
t o  t a l k  t o  you a l s o ,  s o  w e ' l l  a sk  you t o  s t a n d  by h e r e  f o r  a 
few moments. H e  wants  t o  t a l k  t o  you a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  you 
might  remember up i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  P i n k v i l l e  and 
s o  on. A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  u n l e s s  you have something f u r t h e r ,  t h i s  
h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1500 h o u r s ,  5 February  
1970.)  

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1540 h o u r s ,  5 February  
1970.)  

RCDR : The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON, 
LTC NOLL, and MAJ COOP. 

COL WILSON: Major GOLDEN, I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  
under  o a t h .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
t.' 

Q This  is Team C ,  I n t e r v i e w  Team C ,  and w e ' r e  p r i m a r i l y  -
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what B/4 /3  d i d  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o f  16 ,  1 7 ,  1 8  C') 

and 19 March. W e  t hough t  maybe you might have a l i t t l e  i n f o r -
mat ion ,  and w e  wanted t o  ask you a  coup le  o f  b r i e f  and p r e c i s e  -4
q u e s t i o n s .  Not b e i n g  p r e s e n t  on your  p r e v i o u s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  -I 
I ' m  wondering what days  you were--you w e r e  a FAC a s  I unde r s t and?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And what days  w e r e  you o v e r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  

A. According t o  t h e  t a p e  they  played--

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  That  was on t h e  1 6 t h .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  w a s ,  and I w a s  H e l i x  33, and I 
r ecogn ized  a c b u p l e .  o f  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  I made i n  t h e  t a p e .  And 
I a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d  a c o u p l e  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  
peop le  s a i d .  

Q That  was on t h e  1 6 t h .  Were you o v e r  t h e r e  t h e  
n e x t  day o r  j u s t  t h a t  one day? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  I f lew everyday .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  I w a s  o v e r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  o r  n o t .  W e  had o t h e r  
a r e a s ,  t o o ,  t h a t  w e  covered .  
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Q. Now i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  I 'm  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a long  t h e  c o a s t ,  and I ' l l  show you 
s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

(MAJ GOLDEN was o r i e n t e d  on E x h i b i t  MAP-4.) 

A. The b e s t  I can r e c a l l  i s  t h a t  I covered two o r  t h r e e  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  h e r e .  And on ano the r  one ,  t h e r e  w a s  a company o r  
a p l a t o o n  sweeping o u t  on t h i s  p e n i n s u l a  h e r e ,  b u t  I - a n l t  r e c a l l  
any p a r t i c u l a r  day. I t ' s  been s o  long  ago. But I d i d  cover  a 
couple of o p e r a t i o n s  i n  h e r e  a f t e r  t h i s .  I remember on one 
i n s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  was a Navy s w i f t  boa t  t h a t  was drawing f i r e  
from a long i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  A f t e r  t h e y  began t o  
r e c e i v e  it, immediately I climbed t o  about  2,500 o r  3,000 f e e t ,  
a f t e r  which I c o u l d n ' t  see any th ing .  T h a t ' s  about  a l l  t h a t  
I can r e c a l l  from t h i s  a r e a .  

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing .  Well ,  w e  i n d i c a t e d  on 
16 March, which i s  t h e  same day t h a t  you were on t h a t  t a p e ,  
between 1600 and 1700, t h a t  t h e  s w i f t  b o a t s  moved about  t e n  
sampans t o  t h e  s h o r e  and t u r n e d  t h e  people  o v e r  t o  t h e  Army 
t r o o p s  on t h e  ground t h e r e .  That was up towards t h e  n o r t h ,  
r i g h t  up' i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

A. I have no knowledge of  t h a t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  know about  t h a t  one? 

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q. Is t h e r e  anything else t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  Do 
you r e c a l l  on t h a t  day t h a t  you were--on t h a t  t a p e  do you 
r e c a l l  a l o t  of burning v i l l a g e s  o u t  h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. I can never  r e c a l l  anything burn ing ;  
maybe one smal l  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  s ay  what day 
it was, even what month it was. 

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. W e l l ,  Major GOLDEN, t h e r e ' s  no th ing  e l s e  you can 
r e c a l l  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  
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Q Have you been o r d e r e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  and your  tes t'imony? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

COL WILSON: W e l l ,  I have no f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  and I ' l l  t u r n  
you o v e r  t o  o u r  w i t n e s s  commit tee ,  and they  can g e t  you pro-
c e s s e d  o u t .  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1550 h o u r s ,  5 February  
1970. )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GORE, John  E .  Jr.  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 7  J a n u a r y  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r ,  
P l a t o o n  L e a d e r ,  Headqua r t e r s  and H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  1 1 t h  L i g h t  
I n f a n t r y  Br igade .  

The w i t n e s s  went t o  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  
i n c i d e n t  was r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  p a p e r s ,  where he 
remembered L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t y  he 
had s e e n ,  b u t  h e  c o u l d  r e c a l l  no p a r t i c u l a r s  ( p g s .  3 ,  4 )  . 
H e  had t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  JOHNSON had  a "donnybrook" a t  
My L a i  ( 4 )  (pg.  8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  knew L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN,  
ROBERTS, and  HAEBERLE b u t  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
w i t h  them (pgs .  4 ,  5 )  . H e  r e c a l l e d  h e a r i n g  C a p t a i n  LEWELLEN'S 
t a p e  and L i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l  BARKER'S c o n v e r s a t i o n  on t h e  
t a p e  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  LEWELLEN f r e q u e n t l y  
p l a y e d  t h e  t a p e  (pg.  6 ) .  H e  d e s c r i b e d  LEWELLEN a s  u n s t a b l e  
and an  a l a r m i s t  who would s l e e p  i n  t h e i r  f a i r l y  s e c u r e  a r e a  
w i t h - - h i s  f l a k  ves t  and b o o t s  on (pg .  7 ) .  MCKNIGHT and 
KOTOUC were a l s o  on t h e  t a p e ,  b u t  he  c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  
s p e c i f i c s  (pg .  8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  h e a r d  no rumors and d i d  
n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  anyone e lse  (pq .  1 0 ) .  H e  
knew n o t h i n g  o f  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g  conducted  (pg .  1 0 ) .  
Tne w i t n e s s  had  no t r a i n i n g  on t r e a t m e n t  o f  p r i s o n e r s ,  e t c . ,  
and d i d  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  MACV c a r d s  (pgs .  1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  
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(The hear ing reconvened a t  1545 hours ,  27 January 
1970.) 

COL FRANKLIN: The hear ing w i l l  come t o  order .  

The following named persons a r e  p re sen t :  COL 
FRANKLIN and MAJ COOP. 

(MR GORE was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 

M r .  GORE, w i l l  you state f o r  t he  record your 
name, occupation,  and address? 

A. John Edward GORE, Jr. I am a s tuden t  a t  Pr inceton 
Universi ty.  I l i v e  a t  180 Franklin Corner Road, Trenton,  New 
Jersey.  

Q And your Soc ia l  Secur i ty  number? 

Q. This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by the  
Secre ta ry  of t he  Army and Chief of S t a f f  of the  United S t a t e s  
Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f ind ings  
and recommendations concerning: 

(1) the  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi thin  t he  
chain of command of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as the  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

(2)  t he  poss ib l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
fu rn i sh  informat ion concerning t h i s  i nc iden t .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is no t  being conducted t o  inves-
t i g a t e  a l l  t he  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened a t  My 
Lai. I t  is  d i r e c t e q  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which I have 
j u s t  s t a t e d .  General PEERS has had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  him and 
has reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t he  My Lai  i nc iden t .  

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oath .  A verbatim 
t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it is poss ib l e  t h a t  

. . 
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test imony,  o r  p a r t s  of it,  w i l l  l a t e r  become a ma t t e r  of 
p u b l i c  knowledge. 

Although I am going t o  be conducting t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General PEERS has t h e  f i n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
of weighing the evidence and making f i nd ings  and recornmen-
d a t i o n s  . 

I r eques t  t h a t  you do n o t  d i s cus s  your testimony 
wi th  o t h e r s ,  i nc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
except  a s  you may be r equ i r ed  t o  do so  before  a competent 
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t i ve  body. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
t e s t i f y i n g  he re  today i n  no way precludes  you from t e s t i f y i n g  
i f  you a r e  c a l l e d  before  one of t h e  committees of Congress. 

Do you have any ques t i ons  on what I have j u s t  read? 

A. None. 
CZ? 

Q. M r .  GORE, would you s t a t e  what your duty  ass ign-
4 
m 

ment w a s  on 16 March 1968? 

A. W e l l ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  my o f f i c i a l  TOE p o s i t i o n  was a -4 
-4pla toon  l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  r i f l e  p la toon ,  l oca t ed  a t  Headquarters  

and Headquarters Company which r e a l l y ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  we d i d n ' t  
have any miss ion o u t s i d e  of s e c u r i t y  duty around the base camp. 
So I had  an a d d i t i o n a l  duty  a s  s e c u r i t y  o f f i c e r  of Headquarters  
and Headquarters  Company. 

Q Whi ch b r igade  ? 

A. 1 1 t h  Light  I n f a n t r y  Brigade. 

Q. What d i d  your d u t i e s  then a s  execu t ive  o f f i c e r  
p r imar i l y  c o n s i s t  o f ?  

A. I r a n  a gamut. W e  a l s o  had t h e  s e c u r i t y  mission 
around t h e  base camp, t o  p r o t e c t  it from ambushes around t h e  
l a r g e  s e c t o r  pe r imete r  and j u s t  gene ra l  coord ina t ion  of t h e  
headquar ters  area. 

Q. Did your d u t i e s  b r i n g  you t o  do q u i t e  a b i t  of 
moving around LZ Bronco and a l o t  of c o n t a c t  w i th ,  say ,
o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  llth Brigade headquar te r s  around t he  TOC? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q As I informed you, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerns 
the  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 1968 i n  which Task Force 
Barker w a s  involved. When is  the  f i r s t  time t h a t  you became 
aware of t h i s  i nc iden t?  

A. Well, p r imar i ly ,  j u s t  through the news media a s  
it broke j u s t  recen t ly .  

Q That would be i n  September o r  October? 

A. Of t h i s  f a l l .  

Q. Of t h i s  f a l l .  Do you r e c a l l  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  when you were the  XO of  the  11th  Brigade head-
qua r t e r s  company hear ing anything about t h i s  a c t i o n  of 
Task Force Barker? 

A. Well, t h a t  one p a r t i c u l a r  ac t ion  t h a t  one s p e c i f i c  
day w a s  w r i t t e n  up i n  t he  br igade paper. I had a f r i e n d  i n  
the M I  detachment who was up t h e r e  a t  the  t ime,  who came back. 
H e  w a s  t a l k i n g  about j u s t  the  genera l  sequence of events  of 
t h i s ,  no t  anything s p e c i f i c  . 
Q. I assume t h i s  was Lieutenant  "Bul l"  JOHNSON? 

A. I w a s  going up the re .  I be l i eve  it was f o r  pay 
toward the  end of the  month o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  He 
wanted m e  t o  go up e a r l i e r  a t  t h e  t i m e .  The CO was Major 
OBRIEN a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. This i s  the  52d M I  Detachment? 

A. No, t h i s  i s  the  headquar ters  detachment. He and 
I were going t o  go up t h e r e  f o r  a while.  

Q. Go up where? 

A. Up t o  LZ Dot t ie .  He was j u s t  p r imar i ly  kind of 
t roub le  shoot ing up t h e r e ,  as  I understand the  s t o r y .  I was 
going t o  go up t h e r e  and spend some time up t h e r e ;  wasn ' t  
much going on up there .  

Q. Was t h i s  before  16 March? 
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A. I t  was sometime around t h a t  month d u r i n g  t h a t  
o p e r a t i o n .  

Q What d i d  L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON t e l l  you about  t h e  16 
March o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was t h a t  
s p e c i f i c  day o r  n o t .  H e  was j u s t  t a l k i n g .  He'd come back 
a f t e r  be ing  up t h e r e  f o r  about  2 o r  3 weeks. J u s t  g e n e r a l  
c o n t a c t  he was making up t h e r e  and how much d i f f e r e n t  it was 
a s  compared t o  t h e  Duc Pho AO, a l o t  more a c t i o n .  H e  r e a l l y  
j u s t  gave a sum and t o t a l  of what he was s a y i n g p  s o r t  of a 
r e a l  war up t h e r e .  

Q I t h i n k  t h i s  is ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  M r .  GORE; can 
you r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s ?  

A. None whatsoever .  

Q J u s t  say ing  he thought  they  w e r e  f i g h t i n g  a real 
w a r  down t h e r e ?  

A. That  i s  about  a l l  t h a t  came o u t  of t h e  whole t h i n g .  

Q To r e f r e s h  your memory .a l i t t l e  b i t  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  
you had t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s  and la ter  on, f o u r .  A l l  s o r t s  of 
o p e r a t i o n s  and Task Force Barker  on t h i s  day o p e r a t e d  i n  an 
a r e a  known f a i r l y  commonly a s  P i n k v i l l e .  I t  was known a s  
P i n k v i l l e  because My L a i  ( l ) ,known a s  t h e  subhamlet ,  was 
c o l o r e d  p ink on your maps. Th i s  a r e a  was o u t s i d e  of t h e  
America1 AO. I t  w a s  i n  t h e  2d ARVN AO. On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
o p e r a t i o n  t h e r e  w e r e  128 VC r e p o r t e d  k i l l e d  and t h r e e  weapons 
r e p o r t e d  cap tu red .  This  was a very  b i g  o p e r a t i o n .  Perhaps 
up t o  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  body coun t  t h a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  
had ob ta ined .  Can you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any th ing  about  t h i s ?  
You have mentioned it came o u t  of  your T r i d e n t .  Did you have 
much c o n t a c t  w i t h  your P I0  people? 

A. Y e s ,  I w a s  very  f r i e n d l y  wi th  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN and 
some of t h o s e  people  t h e r e .  

Q Do you know Spec 4 ROBERTS? 

A. Very w e l l .  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. Do you know HAEBERLE? 

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you eve r  have conversa t ions  w i th  e i t h e r  of  
t h e s e  two? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q You never  d i s cus sed  t h i s  ope ra t i on?  

A. No. 

Q I n  t h e  P I O ,  d i d  you e v e r  s ee  any p i c t u r e s  of  t h i s  
opera t ion?  

A. None, sir. 

Q Did Lieu tenan t  DUNN e v e r  comment on t h i s  ope ra t i on  
t o  you? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he wrote t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  appeard i n  the 
Tr i den t .  

Q Do you recall him d i s c u s s i n g  t h a t  s t o r y  w i th  you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. I n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s t o r y  which you r ead  on probably
22 March, it mentioned t h a t  35, about  30 o r  35, VC had j u s t  
come- i n t o  t h e  subhamlet of  My La i  ( 4 )  on t he  day of  t h e  oper-
a t io i i .  The i n t e l l i g e n c e  and t h e  a c t u a l  f a c t  was t h a t  a l l  t h e  
VC had l e f t  My L a i  ( 4 )  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. They had n o t  come 
i n .  Do you have any knowledge o r  r e c a l l  DUNN eve r  speaking t o  
you about  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Can you recall  eve r  overhear ing  anything about  t h i s  
ope ra t i on  o r  speaking t o  anyone about  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  a f t e r  Task Force Barker  was broken down and 
Major OBRIEN l e f t ,  and then  Captain LEWELLEN was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
S2. 
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Q. A s s i s t a n t  S3. 

A. H e  w a s  TOC o f f i c e r .  I guess a t  n i g h t  he came 
down and took o v e r  HHC u n t i l ,  it must have been October ,  about  
October.  H e  had a t a p e  t h a t  he had t aken  from t h e  r a d i o  i n  
t h e  TOC. I guess  he had an open mike on it. H e  had made a 
t a p e ,  Whether it was t h a t  s p e c i f i c  d a y ' s  a c t i o n  o r  n o t ,  I 
wouldn ' t  know, I t  w a s  j u s t  b a s i c a l l y  c a l l s  f o r  f i r e  suppor t  
and t h e r e  was some c o n v e r s a t i o n  wi th  Colonel  BARKER. H e  i s  
t h e  only  one I can remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h e  t a p e .  

Q Coyote 6? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. What d i d  Capta in  LEWELLEN have t o  say  abou t  t h a t  
t a p e ?  

A. H e  w a s  p r e t t y  proud of it. H e  and I never  g o t  a long 
t o o  w e l l  i n  the long  run.  W e  ended up having a f a l l  o u t  on 
h i s  t o u r  t h e r e .  H e  used t o  t a k e  it t o  h i s  room and p l a y  it 
q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q. H e .  use t o  p lay  t h a t  same t a p e  over? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q.  Why would he do t h a t ?  

A. I have no i d e a .  

Q Did t h a t  s t r i k e  you a s  r a t h e r  s t r a n g e ?  

A. Not w i t h  Captain LEWELLEN. H e  was k ind  of  a  
s t r a n g e  i n d i v i d u a l .  

Q I n  what way? 

A. Well, some of  t h e  programs he wanted t o  implement i n  
t h e  company. H e  w a s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  o u t  of touch wi th  what 
a c t u a l l y  shou ld  have been happening i n  t h e  company. I t  was an 
o v e r a l l  impress ion .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he r a n  t h e  pe r sonne l  f u n c t i o n s  
o r  t h e  morale f u n c t i o n s  of  t h e  company t h e  way he should  have. 
There were i n s t a n c e s  where he wanted p o l i c e  c a l l s  and brush 
c l e a r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  and t h i n g s  of  t h i s  s o r t  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  
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wrong people p u l l i n g  the  duty i n  the  company, mostly my 
own pla toon.  This i s  where I ran  i n t o  problems with him. 
A t  the  end of h i s  t ou r ,  t h e r e  was--he wanted t o  s tar t  a PT 
program i n  the  company and s o  f o r t h  and s o  on. Most of 
the  people f e l t  it amounted j u s t  t o  a l o t  of harassment. 

A t  t he  end, t h e r e  was some problem with p lac ing  
in - - spec i f ic  duty personnel  he r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  c a re  f o r  and 
it w a s  brought then t o  the  execut ive  o f f i c e r ,  Colonel FRANK-
LIN'S  a t t e n t i o n ,  and Captain LEWELLEN was subsequently removed 
from h i s  p o s i t i o n  and s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n .  

Q Was Captain LEWELLEN r e l i eved?  

A. Yes, sir.  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  he was r e l i e v e d  o f f i c i a l l y  , 
but he had about 35 days l e f t  t o  go on h i s  t o u r  and they s e n t  
him up t o  d i v i s i o n  o r  something. I be l i eve  h i s  o f f i c i a l  t i t l e  
w a s  CONEX c o n t r o l  o f f i c e r .  

Q - CONEX con t ro l  o f f i c e r ?  You say he used t o  play
t h i s  t ape  by himself? 

A. ' Yes, s ir ,  he was s o r t  of an alarmist. When we 
Cirst g o t  t h e r e ,  he l i v e d  i n  a  smal l  t e n t  bes ide  the  order ly  
room. The o rde r ly  room w a s  an o l d  a r t i l l e r y  TOC, p r e t t y  
w e l l  bunkered-in. He moved down i n  the  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ' s  
room which w a s  i n  back of the  TOC. I can remember on s e v e r a l  
occasions t h e r e  were a l e r t s  t h a t  he 'd  be alarmed almost t o  
the  p o i n t  where he wasn' t  r e a l l y  th inking.  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
we were g e t t i n g  more a t t a c k s  and some sapper a t t a c k s  p r e t t y  
r egu la r  on the  base camp late i n  the  summer, Ju ly  o r  August. 
The whole scheme as  it f i t s  i n ,  I f e l t  he was f a i r l y  uns tab le .  
Tha t ' s  j u s t  my own opinion.  The tape t o  m e  would r e in fo rce  
any opinion he would have of himself as  an i n f a n t r y  o f f i c e r .  
Tha t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  t he  way I look a t  it. 

Q. You th ink  he used the  tape t o  boost  h i s  own f ee l ings
about himself?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. He used t o  s l e e p  i n  h i s  f l a k  v e s t  w i t h  
h i s  boots on. W e  were f a i r l y  secure  i n  t he  a rea .  

Q. How many times d i d  you hear him play t h i s  t ape?  

A. I cou ldn ' t  say. People used t o  come i n  t o  v i s i t  him 
and he would p u t  it on and play l i t t l e  spo t s  of it. He was very 
proud of t he  Task Force Barker opera t ion .  
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Q What d i d  he t e l l  you when he p layed t h i s  t ape?  What 
d i d  he t e l l  you about  t h i s  opera t ion?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. H e ' d  i d e n t i f y  some of  t h e  people on t h e  r a d i o .  
Colonel  BARKER is  t h e  only  one I can remember exac t l y .  

Q. How about  Rawhide 3 ,  Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. Y e s ,  he was on t h e  t ape .  Captain KOTOUC was on t h e  
t ape ,  too .  H e  was S2 up t h e r e .  I t h ink  he was on t h e  t ape .  I 'm 
n o t  s u r e  e x a c t l y  what t h e  sequence was. 

Q What impress ion d id  you g e t  from the  t a p e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  i s  hard  t o  say .  I t  w a s  f a i r l y  busy. I t  
seems l i k e  t h e r e  was a l o t  of t h i n g s  going on. There w e r e  c a l l s  
f o r  a r t i l l e r y  suppor t .  There w a s  some r e f e r e n c e  t o  people  
running wi th  packs ,  a l o t  of  people  on t h e  "push,"  j u s t  a l o t  of  
t r a f f i c  going on. I t  d i d n ' t  seem l i k e  anything o u t  of  t h e  
o rd ina ry  compared t o  o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  of any s c a l e .  

Q. Did Captain LEWELLEN mention anything about  t h e  
s i z e  o f  t h e  enemy t h e r e ,  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  encountered? 

A .  I t h i n k  he was back i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q. Talking about  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Nothing more t han  j u s t  gene ra l  l o o t i n g  a s  "Bul l "  
JOHNSON had done, heavy going,  "L is ten  t o  t h i s  p a r t  he r e ;  
t h e r e  is  something i n  he r e ,  f i r e  coming i n .  " 

"Bull"  JOHNSON s o r t  of  por t rayed  t h i s  a l s o  a s  aQ. 
real f i g h t ?  

A. This  w a s  t h e  gene ra l  p i c t u r e  I had, y e s ,  sir. I d o n ' t  
know i f  t h i s  t a p e  is  t h e  same day. I c o u l d n ' t  t e s t i f y  t o  t h a t  
f a c t  o r  no t .  

Q So your impress ion then from "Bul l"  JOHNSON, t h e r e  
had been a r e a l  donnybrook down t h e r e  a t  My La i  ( 4 )  3 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q Did e i t h e r  one of those  o f f i c e r s  mention t h e r e  was 
n o t  one U.S. c a s u a l t y  on C Company d u r i n g  t h i s  day? 

A. I knew they had heavy c a s u a l t i e s  going through t h e  
a r e a  over  a p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  b u t  n o t  on t h i s  s p e c i f i c  day. 

Q. Did e i t h e r  one of these o f f i c e r s  e v e r  t a l k  about  
j u s t  t h r e e  weapons be ing  t aken?  

A. The on ly  p l a c e  I heard  about  t h i s  was i n  t h e  T r i d e n t .  

Q Try t o  r e c a l l  now, and I r e a l i z e  it is 2 y e a r s  ago, 
anyone else you might have spoken wi th  o r  whom you might have 
heard  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  a c t i o n ?  

A. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  you anyone else. 

Q How about  Captain HENDERSON? 

A.  Capta in  J i m  HENDERSON, s i r ,  I never  hea rd  him d i s c u s s  
it, no, sir .  

Q. How about  Captain KESHEL? 

A. Capta in  KESHEL, no, sir .  

Q. I n  your  movement around t h e  headquar te r s  company, d i d  
you e v e r  h e a r  any t a l k  about  women and c h i l d r e n  being k i l l e d  and 
inc luded  i n  body coun t s?  

A. I n  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n ,  s i r ?  

Q. I n  t h i s  o r  any a c t i o n ?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q You never  heard  any t a l k  i n  t h e  messha l l  o r  i n  any of  
t h e  c l u b s  around t h e r e ?  

A. Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  no, sir .  

Q. How w e l l  d i d  you know Capta in  KOTOUC? 

A. F a i r l y  w e l l .  
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Q - Did you eve r  d i scus s  t h i s  a c t i o n  with  Captain KOTOUC? 

A. No, sir. H e  came back through Bronco on h i s  way 
down t o  Saigon. He came back through and t h e r e  was no mention 
of it a t  a l l .  

Q. Well, w e  have had some testimony t h e r e  was t a l k ,  a t  
l e a s t  among the  e n l i s t e d  men around LZ Bronco, ques t ion ing  
t h i s  very high body count of Task Force Barker. 

A. I heard nothing of t h a t ,  sir. 

Q. Did you eve r  hear  anything about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n
by e i t h e r  the  11th  Brigade o r  Task Force Barker i n  t he  America1 
Divis ion about this inc iden t?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Did you ever  hear  about any i n c i d e n t  being i n v e s t i -
gated? U j 

CV 
m 

A. I n  our  brigade? 

Y e s .  

A. No, sir. 

Q W e l l ,  i n  summing up, is it f a i r  t o  say,  i f  no t ,  
c e r t a i n l y  c o r r e c t  m e ,  i s  t h a t  a l l  you knew about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
is what you had read i n  t he  Tr iden t  and the  t ape ,  Captain 
LEWEUEN I s ,  and very genera l  conversat ion with Lieutenant  
JOHNSON? You had no o t h e r  information o r  never heard anything 
from any o t h e r  source  about it, is t h i s  co r r ec t ?  

A. That is  c o r r e c t ,  sir. 

Q. I ' m  going t o  l e t  you j u s t  t h ink  about t h i s  f o r  a 
while.  I ' m  s u r e  you have been th ink ing  about it ever  s i n c e  
you g o t  a c a l l  t o  come up here ,  because we have heard t h a t  
around the  headquar ters  t h e r e  was some t a l k .  Your being i n  
t h e  headquar ters  company would pu t  you i n  a p o s i t i o n  where 
you might have picked up some of t h i s .  Also, w e  s o r t  of as-
sume you might be f r i e n d s  wi th  Lieutenant  JOHNSON, HENDERSON 
and same of t he  r e s t  of t he se  people. J u s t  t h ink  about t h i s  
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f o r  a few seconds. Does anything come t o  YOU? 

A. No, sir. The only  con t ac t s  t h a t  I had with 
t h a t  e n t i r e  ope ra t i on  up t h e r e  was through "Bul l"  JOHNSON and 
c a p t a i n  LEWELLEN when he came back through. W e  had a couple 
of MP's t h e r e .  I have been a t  Do t t i e  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a f t e r  t h e  
ac t i on .  

Q And you are s u r e  t h a t  they never mentioned t o  you 
a t  any t i m e  about  any k i l l i n g  of women and c h i l d r e n  o r  anything 
t h a t  would--

A,  ( In t e rpos ing )  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember, and t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge, no, sir. 

Q. And your con t ac t s  wi th  t h e  P I O ,  ROBERTS and HAEBERLE 
whom you knew w e l l ,  never once mentioned i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. How o f t e n  would you see ROBERTS and HAEBERLE? 

A. Every day. 

Q You would see them d a i l y ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I f  they had something on t h e i r  mind o r  something
bother ing  them, would you have been someone t h a t  they would 
have come t o  t o  d i s cus s  t h i s  wi th?  

A. I don ' t  t h ink  so ,  no, sir. 

Q. Who would they have gone t o ?  

A. They were a p r e t t y  head bunch. I t h i n k  they would 
have hashed it o u t  among themselves. They were n o t  t r o u b l e  
makers by any means. 

Q. Suppose they had seen something t h a t  very much 
d i s t u r b e d  them on an ope ra t i on  of a company which had been 
handled i n  such a way t o  shock them? Who would t h e y  normally 
r e p o r t  t h i s  t o ?  @ 
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A. E i t h e r  Lieutenant  DUNN o r  Lieutenant  MOODY. 

Q. Why wouldn't  they t a l k  much t o  MOODY? 

A. H e  wasn ' t  very w e l l  respected by them. 

Q What w a s  your r e a c t i o n  when you f i r s t  read  t h i s  i n  
t he  newspaper i n  f a l l  of last year? 

A. I wasn ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  shocked. I don ' t  know whether 
it happened o r  not .  I only knew Lieutenant  CALLEY casua l ly ,  
nothing more than t o  say,  "Hi." I s o r t  of  r e l a t e d  back t o  the  
tape  I heard and some of "Bull"  JOHNSON'S comments. I knew 
Colonel BARKER and Major CALHOUN very w e l l ,  and I had a l o t  of 
r e spec t  f o r  both of them. So f a r  as whether it happened o r  n o t ,  
I couldn ' t  say one way o r  the  o the r .  

Q What w a s  your emotion when you read it, b e l i e f  o r  
d i s b e l i e f ?  You thought it w a s  pos s ib l e  because of t h e  tape 
and what "Bull" JOHNSON had t o l d  you? 

A. I j u s t  f e l t  it was poss ib l e  because j u s t  the  normal cr;, 
s tate of a f f a i r s .  Sometimes I know t h a t  o u t f i t s  had taken a 'x 
l a r g e  bea t ing  i n  t h a t  area. 1/20 subsequently took a h e l l  of 

CV) 

a bea t ing  throughout t he  f i r s t  of t he  year  and-- + 
Q ( In te rpos ing)  So you drew what conclusions  from -4 

t h a t ?  

A. I know on a s m a l l  scale when w e  were ope ra t ing ,  you 
have go t  t o  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e n s i t i v e  of t h a t  th ing .  Whether 
on a l a r g e  scale it could happen o r  no t ,  I don ' t  know. Any 
opera t ion  we had w a s  p r imar i ly  squad o r  platoon l e v e l .  

Q Around the squad base? 

A. W e  were never a t t ached  to. a l a r g e r  company. On a  
smal l  s c a l e ,  I could s e e  how maybe it could happen, bu t  on a 
l a r g e  s c a l e ,  I c a n ' t  say one way o r  another .  

Q Are you implying t h a t  sometimes the  11th  Brigade
d i d n ' t  demonstrate t o o  much d i sc r imina t ion  on who they brought 
f i r e ?  

A. No, . sir. I 'rn j u s t  saying t h a t  G I  's over  t h e r e  a f t e r  
8 o r  9 months i n  the paddies g e t  a l i t t l e  b i t  f r u s t r a t e d  a f t e r  a 
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while. It is n o t  j u s t  shoot ing a t  anyone. I t  is the  morale a 
guy has. Whether when he sees someone with a soda o r  beer ,  
w i l l  he t ake  it o r  w i l l  he pay f o r  it. 

Q W e l l ,  I c e r t a i n l y  agree  wi th  you. It is something
t h a t  you become very s e n s i t i v e  t o .  What was the  pol icy.  i n  the  
l l t h  Brigade f o r  t he  t rea tment  of noncombatants, c i v i l i a n s  and 
pr i soners .  What w a s  y o u r - i d e a  of t h i s ?  

A. Bas ica l ly ,  hands-off pol icy.  The r u l e s  of engagement
t h a t  I w a s  told a f t e r  a per iod  of t i m e ,  n o t i f y  t he  people; i f  
they start running you can engage them. 

Q Had you ever  been with the  11th  Brigade i n  Hawaii? 

A. I w a s  with them i n  October of 1967. 

Q. When d i d  you DROS? 

A. December of 1968. 

Q. What kind of t r a i n i n g  d i d  you g e t ,  you and your
pla toon,  on the  t rea tment  of noncombatants, PW's and c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. None. 

You g o t  no t r a i n i n g  a t  a l l ?  

No, sir. 

Q How about these  cards, d i f f e r e n t  cards?  Have you 
ever  seen any of these  cards  t h a t  have been handed ou t ,  'IEnemy 
i n  Your Hands ,"r u l e s  of conduct? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Your pla toon d i d n ' t  c a r r y  cards  around and it wasn ' t  
requ i red  t o  c a r r y  any k ind  of MACV cards around i n  t h e i r  b i l l f o l d s ?  

( E x h i b i t  M-2 w a s  handed t o  t he  wi tness . )  

I am going t o  show you two ca rds ,  a c t u a l l y  t h r e e  cards :  
"Nine Rules, I' Exh ib i t  M-2, nEnerny in Your Hands, " Exhib i t  M-3, and 
"Guide f o r  Commanders," Exhibit M-4. J u s t  t ake  a look a t  those ,  M r .  
GORE, and t e l l  me i f  you have ever  seen any of those  cards?  
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(Witness reviews the  e x h i b i t s .  ) 

A. No, sir. They may have been around. I was never 
i s sued  them and I never used them a t  any t i m e .  

Q How d i d  your pla toon know how t o  treat t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  
noncombatants wi th  whom they came i n  contac t?  

A. Very b a s i c a l l y ,  I would check t h e i r  I D  card .  I f  t he re  
was nothing susp ic ious  about them, l e t  them go about t h e i r  business. 

Q.  I mean i n s o f a r  as maltreatment. 

A. I obviously l e t  t h a t  be known r i g h t  o f f  t h e  b a t .  

Q .  Oh, you d i d  emphasize it yourse l f?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What was the  genera l  a t t i t u d e  of your pla toon toward ~1 
t he  Vietnamese people? P? 

m 
A. I want t o  make a d i s t i n c t i o n  here  between the  people 
I had with  me  t he  whole t i m e ,  and a l o t  of t he  people I had .-I 
back from t h e  l i n e  companies t h a t  were s e n t  back t o  my platoon.  -4 
There seemed t o  be a marked d i f f e r ence .  I don ' t  know whether it 
w a s  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  the  amount of  ac t ion  they had seen o r  no t .  
There were two o r  t h r e e  i n  my pla toon I p a r t i c u l a r l y  had t o  watch 
o u t  f o r  when w e  w e r e  i n  an a rea .  It only took once o r  twice 
t o  remind them and t h a t  w a s  it. 

Q What was t h e  marked d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a t t i t u d e ?  

A. J u s t  b a s i c a l l y  a l a r g e  degree of f r u s t r a t i o n ,  
impat ient  wi th  them. J u s t  b a s i c a l l y  no t  ca r ing  about them one 
way o r  another.  

Q. You not iced  t h i s  from the  people t h a t  came from the  
l i n e  o u t f i t ?  This w a s  a l l  t he  b a t t a l i o n s  of t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. No, sir, t h i s  was--one ind iv idua l  came from the  1/20. 

Q. What company, do you remember? 

A. NO, sir, I c a n ' t .  

1 4  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-251 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Do you remember h i s  name? 

A. Ronald VALDE2 .  

Q Ronald VALDEZ? 

A. H e  w a s  a good s o l d i e r .  

Q Why does he so s t i c k  i n  your mind? 

A. Because he w a s  a good s o l d i e r .  

Q- What about h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward the  .Vietnamese? 

A. It  was a marked d i f f e r e n c e  from the  r e s t  of t he  
people I had. When he f i r s t  came t o  t he  pla toon,  he would be 
ou t  i n  t he  v i l l a g e s  around the  guys and he would s t a r t  d i s -
rup t ing  th ings .  I had t o  remind him once o r  twice and t h a t  
was it. 

Q. What w a s  your genera l  a t t i t u d e  about t r e a t i n g  non-
combatants and c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  understand what you are t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  a t .  Are you t r y i n g  t o  develop a s o r t  of  a--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about a command a t t i t u d e  
i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade. What w a s  the  emphasis on t h e  t rea tment ,  
the  h e a r t s  and minds; w a s  t h e r e  a b i g  e f f o r t  t o  minimize cas-
u a l t i e s  among concornbatants o r  w a s  it--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s ,  sir, I 'm su re  I know from a c t s  
t h a t  I had heard and from deb r i e f ings  a t  t he  end of t he  day t h a t  
I sat  i n  on, t h i s  was both Colonel HENDERSON and General LIPSCOMB 
both were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  improving c i v i l  a f f a i r s  a c t i o n  around 
Bronco and Muscatine AO. 

Q. Did you eve r  hear  t h e m  t a l k i n g  about r u l e s  of  engage-
ment and being c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  hu r t ?  

A. Yes, sir, b a s i c a l l y  on t h a t  one premise, i f  they ran  
then they were suspected.  That w a s  a l l .  

Q. id' t h a t  s t r i k e  you as very n a t u r a l ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Any Vietnamese t h a t  would run from Americans, you
f igu red  he w a s  VC? 

A. I th ink  i f  I w a s  o u t  i n  t he  paddies and 150 G I ' s  
came a t  m e ,  I ' d  run,  too. What it b o i l s  down t o  w a s  a l o t  
of s igns  on t h e  ground. 

Q W e l l ,  you knew the  o f f i c e r s  and jun ior  o f f i c e r s  of 
the  11th  Brigade. Do you f e e l  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  w a s  such they 
would e x h i b i t  t h a t  good a t t i t u d e ?  

A. Yes, sir, the ones I ran  across .  

Q. You wouldn't  by chance have a t tended  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  
on 16 March when t h i s  b i g  body count w a s  given? 

:\*: 

A. No, sir. C 
0 

Q Did you eve r  recall, c lo se  t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  Colonel 
HENDERSON g e t t i n g  up and saying something about t h i s  ac t ion  -I 
o r  commending someone? Does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l  anywhere? 4 

A. No, sir. 

Q How about p i l o t s  clubs.  Did you know any p i l o t s
c lubs  t h e r e  a t  Bronco? 

A. Yes, sir. 

9. Did you eve r  recal l - -did  you go t o  those  c lubs?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

0. How about t he  p i l o t s  a t  the  bar ;  d i d  they have any-
th ing  t o  do with  t h e  Dolphins o r  Sharks? 

A. Dolphins o r  Sharks? 

Q. R a t t l e r s ?  

A. No; sir. 

16 
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Q. Unnecessary k i l l i n g  and shooting? 

A. No, sir. 

Q How about the  burning of hootches? What was. t he  
po l icy  of your br igade on the  burning of hootches? 

A. I never r an  across  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n .  I f  we came 
across  anything,  I would c a l l  back e i ther - -

Q ( In te rpos ing)  You had t o  g e t  permission t o  do t h a t ?  

A. Tha t ' s  the way I always operated,  yes ,  sir .  

Q Did you ever  hear  anything about Task Force Barker 
burning a l a r g e  amount o f  subhamlets? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Would you l i k e  t o  make any s ta tement  here  f o r  t h e  
record,  M r .  GORE, on anything we have discussed? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you discussed t h i s  wi th  anyone i n  the Americal, 
11 th  Brigade s i n c e  it came ou t  i n  the  p re s s?  

A. I g o t  a cal l  from Lieutenant  DUNN who w a s  working up 
in' Chicago. H e  w a s  p r imar i ly  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  some home towns of 
people whom w e  knew i n  common. 

Q. Home towns of--

A. "Bull"  JOHNSON, some people A r t  knew w e r e  involved 
i n  the  operat ion.  

Q These were a l l  i n  h i s  r o l e  as a newspaper man? 

A. Tha t ' s  the  only  one I have t a l k e d  t o ,  yes ,  sir. 

9. Did he say anything about being s u r p r i s e d  about t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  he did .  H e  w a s  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  it broke. Not 
t h a t  it had broken, t h a t  this w a s  a charge and s o  f o r t h .  
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Q- Did he b e l i e v e  i t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say.  I t h ink  he f e l t  about  t h e  
same way I d id .  H e  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  say. 

Q W e l l ,  I a p p r e c i a t e  you coming i n ,  M r .  GORE, 'you
have helped us. Anything else you want t o  add? 

A. No, sir. 

COL FRANKLIN : The hear ing  w i l l  recess. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1615 hours ,  27 January  1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTLMONY 

WITNESS: GOUZOULES, Winston 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 26 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: S5, 4/3. 

1. DISCUSSION I N  B I N H  SON REGARDING ATROCITIES. 

a .  Nature o f  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  

One day a t  t h e  Binh Son d i n i n g  f a c i l i t y  t h e r e  was 
a d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  p resence  o f  L i e u t e n a n t  "Bul l "  JOHNSON 
and Sergean t  w ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of  Vietnamese. 
Capta in  GOUZOULES s t a t e d  t h a t  he made a  va lue  judgement 
which w a s  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  and passed  a long by JOHNSON 
t o  Major CALHOUN (pgs .  3-5).  I n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t h e  
w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d  he s t a t e d  t h a t  G I ' s  " took it  very  l i g h t l y "  
when a Vietnamese was k i l l e d  through c a r e l e s s n e s s  (pg.  8 ) .  
H e  though t  t h a t  t h e  conversa t ion  c e n t e r e d  around a woman 
be ing  s h o t  (pg. 2 5 ) .  He a l s o  had s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  
occur red  q u i t e  o f t e n  (pg. 2 5 ) .  However, GOUZOULES empha t i ca l ly  
den ied  t h a t  he  had made a c c u s a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  Task Force 
Barker  dur ing  t h e  course  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  (pg. 2 3 ) .  JOHNSON 
s a i d  ve ry  l i t t l e  (pg. 2 4 ) .  

b .  CALHOUN's r e a c t i o n .  

CALHOUN became incensed  o v e r  what he hea rd  from 

JOHNSON. GOUZOULES r e c e i v e d  a c a l l  from Major MCANAW, 

t h e  4/3 a s s i s t a n t  S3, informing him t h a t  CALHOUN never  

wanted t o  see GOUZOULES i n  t h e  Task Force Barker  a r e a  

aga in  (pgs .  5 ,  1 6 ) .  On about  12 A p r i l  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  

GOUZOULES and CALHOUN had a d i s c u s s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  w i t n e s s '  
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s t a t ement .  CALHOUN had i n i t i . a l l y  conf ron ted  t h e  w i t n e s s  
by charg ing  t h a t  h e  had hea rd  GOUZOULES was s l a n d e r i n g  
Task Force Barker .  The w i t n e s s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  he had 
n o t  i m p l i c a t e d  o r  s l a n d e r e d  Task Force Barker .  H e  s a i d  
h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  made i n  a g e n e r a l  s e n s e .  The d i s c u s s i o n  
a t  Binh Son was t h e n  f o r g o t t e n  and never  mentioned aga in .  
L a t e r  i n  h i s  t o u r  o f  d u t y ,  he and CALHOUN formed a good 
working r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h i l e  each se rved  on t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  
196th  I n f a n t r y  Brigade (pgs. 8 ,  9 ,  1 8 ,  19 ,  2 9 ) .  I n  h i s  
e a r l i e r  tes t imony t h e  w i t n e s s  s a i d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  Capta in  
KESHEL nor  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  ADKINS t a l k e d  w i t h  him about  
h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  CALHOUN. H e  was a t  a l o s s  t o  e x p l a i n  
how KESHEL knew about  t h i s  (pg. 9 ) .  L a t e r  he t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  he may have mentioned CALHOUN's a t t i t u d e  t o  KESHEL - .  

(pg. 21) . 
2. GOUZOULES' OPINION OF TASK FORCE BARKER'S S5 OPERATIONS. 

The w i t n e s s  was c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  S5 o p e r a t i o n  i n  
Task Force Barker  and he  voiced h i s  op in ion .  H e  f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  S5 was ignored  (pgs .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  L ieu tenan t  o 
WYNDHAM, Task Force B a r k e r ' s  S5, appeared t o  have no C'> 
voice  i n  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  (pgs .  28, 2 9 ) .  

3. 4/3 SOLATIUM PAYMENTS AND LIAISON. 

A s  t h e  S5 o f  4/3 GOUZOULES had a d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
wi th  Task Force Barker  f o r  making s o l a t i u m  payments. 
The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  make a l l  o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ' s  payments.  
( p g s . . 3 ,  1 3 ) .  However, he s t a t e d  t h a t  Task Force Barker  
d i d  n o t  make many o f  t h e  s o l a t i u m  payments (pg. 1 4 ) .  
I n i t i a l l y ,  GOUZOULES s e n t  t h e  s i g n e d  vouchers used f o r  t h e  
payments back t o  b r i g a d e  and k e p t  no r e c o r d s  a t  h i s  o f f i c e .  
L a t e r ,  h e  began keeping h i s  own r e c o r d s  (pg. 2 7 ) .  These 
r e c o r d s  remained w i t h  4/3 when he  l e f t  f o r  a n o t h e r  job 
(pg. 2 0 ) .  Genera l ly ,  GOUZOULES r e f u s e d  t o  make s o l a t i u m  
payments t o  people  he  s u s p e c t e d  t o  be  VC o r  VC k i n  (pgs.  31, 
3 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any r e q u e s t s  f o r  s o l a t i u m  
payments i n  t h e  My L a i  a r e a .  H e  d i d  make a coup le  of  
payments i n  t h e  Son Hai a r e a  (pg. 3 2 ) .  The on ly  t i m e  
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  ANISTRANSKI came t o  d i s c u s s  any th ing  
w i t h  GOUZOULES concerned VIP payments (pg. 3 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
never  hea rd  o f  Colonel  HENDERSON c a l l i n g  ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  
ADKINS, t h e  4/3 b a t t a l i o n  commander, t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  S5 
program (pg. 29) . 
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4. ACCIDENTAL DEATHS OF VIETNAMESE. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t w o  i n c i d e n t s  where Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  had been a c c i d e n t a l l y  k i l l e d  by U.S. f o r c e s .  
One o f  t h e  v i c t i m s  w a s  t h e  w i f e  o f  a Vietnamese employed 
by CORDS who w a s  k i l l e d  i n  a c r o s s f i r e  between a Task 
Force Barker  u n i t  and t h e  VC. This  occur red  i n  ~ i n h  Son 
Dis t r ic t  i n  February (pgs. 5, 6 ) .  I n  t h e  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t ,  
Vietnamese w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  a m i n e f i e l d  n e a r  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  
d e l i v e r i n g  some letters (pg. 11). GOUZOULES d i d  n o t  know 
the c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  let ters  (pg. 11). 

5. INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

GOUZOULES never  hea rd  of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted 
by t h e  ARVN o r  U.S. H e  never  s a w  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  
BARKER i n t e r r o g a t i n g  peop le  (pg. 3 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  hea rd  
no rumors o r  d i s c u s s i o n s  about  something unusual  t a k i n g  
p l a c e  i n  P i n k v i l l e  i n  mid-Idarch (pg. 3 5 ) .  I f  anyone e v e r  
t o l d  him t o  mind h i s  own b u s i n e s s ,  it was i n  connect ion  
wi th  h i s  run- in  w i t h  CALHOUN (pg. 36) .  GOUZOULES f r e q u e n t l y  
t a l k e d  w i t h  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ a t  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t .  H e  
d i d  n o t  recall  ever d i s c u s s i n g  any i n c i d e n t  r e g a r d i n g  
Task Force Barker  wi th  RODRIGUEZ, n o r  d i d  he reca l l  any 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  RODRIGUEZ abou t  an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  occur red  
whi le  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  accompanied U.S. f o r c e s  (pgs .  36, 
37) .  

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. ' GOUZOULES never  spoke wi th  anyone from t h e  11 th  
Brigade abou t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 3 ) .  

. . 

b .  While he  was S5 h e  never  s a w  any propaganda 
coming from t h e  Batangan Pen insu la .  H e  r e c a l l e d  no 
propaganda from t h a t  a r e a  c a l l i n g  f o r  revenge (pgs .  31-33). 

c. The w i t n e s s  had hea rd  o f  an  RF Company be ing  over-
run  i n  t h e  v i . c i n i t y  o f  H i l l  85, b u t  he r e c a l l e d  no th ing  
about  t h e i r  dependents  be ing  abducted by t h e  VC (pg. 3 5 ) .  

3 SUM APP T-242 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

EXHIBIT 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES 	 PAGES 
~ - p pi W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  LT. I 


P-10, Black and White photos JOHNSON a s  
 3&,- individual he 
P-22 t a l k e d  w i t h  a t  --

Binh Son. 
-

VC propaganda l e a f l e t  	 W i t  had never  
seeg. 3 3  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


(GOUZOULES) 	 4 SUM APP T-242 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1340 hours ,  26 January 
1970.) 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The following persons a r e  present :  LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, COL ARMSTHONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  wi tness  is  Captain Winston GOUZOULES. 

(CPT GOUZOULES was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

Captain GOUZOULES, would you p lease  s tate your 
f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, o rgan iza t ion ,  and 
s t a t i o n ?  

A. Captain Winston GOUZOULES,l , C-1R-2, 
United S t a t e s  Army Tra in ing  Center,  F o r t  Knox, Kentucky. 

10: Captain GOUZOULES, have you had an opportuni ty  t o  
read t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  I have, sir. 

Q Do you understand them o r  have any ques t ions?  

A. I understand them. 

Q- On my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert MACCRATE who is a c i v i l i a n  
lawyer. He has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  through t h e  Secre ta ry  
of t he  Army t o  assist i n  t h e  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and t o  provide l e g a l  counsel  t o  me and o t h e r  members of t h i s  
inquiry  team. On my r i g h t  is  Colonel ARMSTRONG, an Army colo-
ne l ,  who has been ass igned by t h e  Off ice  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  
t o  s e rve  as  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  the inqui ry .  E i t h e r  M r .  MACCRATE 
o r  Colonel ARMSTRONG may address ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  a f t e r -
noon. W e  have o t h e r  groups i n  add i t i on  t o  this who a r e  t ak ing  
testimony from o t h e r  i nd iv idua l s .  I w i l l  have t h e  responsi-
b i l i t y  f o r  p u t t i n g  toge the r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  weighing t h e  evidence,  
and making t h e  f ind ings  and recommendations. 

A s  a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r ,  you are d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s -
cuss your testimony with o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses  i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  you may be r equ i r ed  t o  do s o  i n  
performance of  o f f i c i a l  duty o r  be fo re  competent adminis-
t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies.  I n  regard t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  body, t h e r e  is  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you may be re-
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ques ted  o r  r equ i r ed  t o  appear be fo re  one of t h e  Congressional  
committees, the most l i k e l y  one would be  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
subcommittee of  t h e  House Armed Se rv i ce s  Committee, i n .  which 
even t ,  i f  you were reques ted  t o  appear t h e r e ,  your appearance 
he re  would i n  no way prec lude  your appear ing t h e r e  o r  test i-
fy ing  t he r e .  

I do n o t  b e l i e v e  you have been c i t e d  o r  caut ioned 
by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  gene ra l  cour t -mar t i a l  case  of  t h e  
United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley?  

A. No, s i r ,  I haven ' t .  

Q. I d o n ' t  t h ink  you w i l l  b e ,  b u t  i n  t h e  even t  you a r e ,  
your appearance h e r e  would i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  a p p l i -  
c a b i l i t y  o r  the e f f e c t  of t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h a t  m i l i t a r y  
judge, o r  by any of  t h e  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  judges f o r  o t h e r  cour t -  
m a r t i a l  c a se s  r e l a t i n g  t o  what w e  now r e f e r  t o  as t h e  My Lai 
i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968. Do you have any ques t i ons  a t  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. No, sir. 

RCDR: L e t  t h e  record  show t h a t  Colonel FRANKLIN and Colo- 
n e l  ROGERS have jo ined t h e  hear ing .  , 

10: Captain GOUZOULES, would you i n d i c a t e  you duty as-
signment w i t h i n  t h e  Americal Div i s ion ,  i n d i c a t i n g  a l s o  t i m e s  
when you jo ined ,  any changes of  assignment t h a t  you may have 
had, and of course ,  your t e rmina t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  I w a s  t h e  S5 of  t h e  4 /3  I n f a n t r y  from approxi- 
mately 21  December 1967 u n t i l  t h e  end of June 1968. From 
t h e r e  I went t o  t h e  Americal Div i s ion  headquar te r s .  I was 
t h e r e  a month working f o r  t h e  PSYOP s e c t i o n  of GS. I was 
s e n t  TDY t o  the 196th ,  and was there u n t i l  18 J u l y  1969. 

Q. What w a s  your capac i ty  wi. thin t h e  196th?  

A. I was the SS from J u l y  u n t i l  December, and Decem-
b e r  t o  Ju ly  I w a s  t h e  PSYOP o f f i c e r .  

Q - When you were i n  Chu Lai  wi th  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  
whom d i d  you work f o r ,  L ieu tenan t  Colonel HOLTOM? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Lieu tenan t  Colonel HOLTOM; S t an l ey  E. 
HOLTOM. 
0. The My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  as w e  now r e f e r  t o  it, which 
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took place on 16 March 1968, o r  i n  t h a t  time period,  became 
a matter of publ ic  knowledge i n  September o r  October of l a s t  
year, 1969, about 5 months ago. Since t h a t  time, have you 
talked t o  anybody from the  11th Brigade, from the d iv i s ion ,  
o r  anywhere e l s e  i n  connection with the inc ident ,  regarding 
the repor t ing  of the  inc ident  o r  any inves t iga t ion  of the  
incident?  

A. No, s ir ,  I have not.  A s  a matter of f a c t ,  I haven't  
seen anybody from the  brigade. 

Q* Did you have knowledge of Task Force Barker? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- What was your r e l a t ionsh ip  t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. We were assigned--the 4/3 Infant ry ,  General, had 
an A 0  adjacent  t o  Task Force Barker. Our A 0  boundary ran along 
Highway 1 approximately 500 meters west of Highway 1, and west 
along i n  t h i s  area ( ind ica t ing  on MAP-1). Task Force Barker 
was t o  the e a s t .  A s  the S5, my work took me along Highway 1, 
and I knew some of the people from Task Force Barker and o f t en  
v i s i t e d  them. 

Q- I have a l s o  been l ed  t o  be l ieve  you had responsibi l -
i t y  f o r  a l l  of the  solatium payments and s o  fo r th ,  not  only of 
the 4/3 Infant ry ,  but  a l s o  Task Force Barker, is t h a t  cor rec t?  

A. Yes, sir. I bel ieve t h a t  is c o r r c t ,  sir. 

Q- Who was your b a t t a l i o n  commander, the S2 ,  and the  
S3 of the  b a t t a l i o n  a t  t h a t  time, the 4/3 Infantry? 

A. The S3 was Major HOLCK. The S 2  was Captain LAWSON. 
The b a t t a l i o n  commander was Colonel ADKINS . 
Q. Where does Major MCANAW come i n t o  the  p ic ture?  

A He w a s  the S3 a i r .  

Q- He was the S3 a i r ?  

A. That 's  r i g h t .  He acted as  the  a s s i s t a n t  S3. 

Q. Did you ever have any discussion with Colonel 
BARKER o r  Major CALHOUN concerning anything down i n  t h i s  area? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  one time I did.  
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Q W e l l ,  I wish you would s t a t e  t h i s  now and e x p l a i n  
t o  m e  a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s  you can what you heard ,  and what was 
s a i d ,  and what t r a n s p i r e d .  

A. I w a s  a t  t h e  Binh Son Dis t r ic t  headquar te r s  one 
day,  a t  t h e i r  d i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  

Q- What t ime? I wish you'd speak a l i t t l e  l oude r  
because n o t  on ly  are you t a l k i n g  f o r  my benef i t - -and i n c i -
d e n t a l l y  I am a l i t t l e  b i t  on t h e  deaf  s ide--but  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  t h i s  down. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. I was a t  t h e i r  d i n i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  
i f  you can ca l l  it t h a t ,  and i n  t h e r e  was a group o f  people  
from Task Force Barker .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  S2, Sergean t  WARREN, 
and one o t h e r  person.  There were some people from t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  adv i sory  team p r e s e n t ,  I c a n ' t  remember t h e i r  names, 
myself ,  and my a s s i s t a n t ,  who w a s  k i l l e d  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  T? 

u 7  :-

c;, 
Q. Now, would t h a t  have inc luded  Capta in  KOTOUC, t h e  
S2 of  Task Force Barker? 

-I 
-4 

A. No, s ir ,  he  wasn ' t  a c ap t a in .  H e  was a l i e u t e n a n t ,  
s h o r t ,  s tocky  l i e u t e n a n t ;  an M I  o f f i c e r .  H e  took over  from 
c a p t a i n  KOTOUC. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  h i s  name r i g h t  now. 

Q Could it have been JOHNSON who was from t h e  52d 
M I  Detachment a t  Duc Pho? 

A. H e  was ass igned  t o  the 52d M I  Detachment. I d o n ' t  
know h i s  name. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q- I show you t h r e e  e x h i b i t s ;  P-10, P-21, and P-22. 
I would ask i f  you recognize  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  this i n d i v i -
dua l ,  o r  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  ( p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  t h r e e  photos)  ? 

A. They're  a l l  t h e  same person, sir. H e  is  t h e  in-
d i v i d u a l .  

Q. H e  w a s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- This  i s  Lieu tenan t  JOHNSON of  the 52d M I .  

A. There was a d i s c u s s i o n  t a k i n g  p l a c e  o u t  a t  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  headquar te r s  w i th  r ega rd  t o  t r e a tmen t  o f  Vietnamese. 
I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what was s a i d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  I 
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made a value judgment which was, I b e l i e v e ,  was mi s in t e rp re t ed  
by Lieutenant  JOHNSON who passed it on subsequently t o  Major 
CALHOUN 

Q- W e l l ,  be fore  we go on, what d i d  you hear?  . 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember, sir. I t  was i n  regard t o  
a shoot ing of a person by Task Force Barker. What exac t ly  
the  circumstances were, I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. You made a judgment--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I made a value judgment. I o f t e n  
f e l t  t h i s  was i n t e r p r e t e d  by Lieutenant  JOHNSON who repor ted  
it as  such t o  Major CALHOUN who became, I th ink ,  un jus t ly  i n -
censed a t  what he heard. I rece ived  a c a l l ,  o r  I w a s  inform-
ed by Major MCANAW t h a t  he  no longer  wanted t o  s ee  m e  i n  
Task Force Barker a rea .  Major CALHOUN and I l a t e r  on t a lked  
about it a l i t t l e  b i t .  I th ink  th ings  were smoothed over,  
bu t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  w a s  an i n c i d e n t  between Major CALHOUN 
and myself,  and it d i d  regard t h e  shoot ing of what I i n t e r -
pre ted  as  one person by Task Force Barker. La te r  on, a 
Vietnamese c i v i l i a n  who worked f o r  CORDS i n  Quang Ngai t o l d  
m e  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  had been k i l l e d  by Task Force Barker. She 
was loca t ed  a t  the t i m e  someplace e a s t  of Highway 1. I 
looked i n t o  it a l i t t l e  b i t  and found o u t  t h a t  it had a l ready  
been i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  t h a t  she had been caught i n  a c r o s s f i r e  
o r  something between--I f o r g e t  which u n i t  of Task Force 
Barker and some VC, a nd she had been k i l l e d .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h i s  was t h e  i n c i d e n t  which they were d i scuss ing .  I t  is my 
b e l i e f  a t  t h a t  time t h a t  is  what they were d iscuss ing .  Tha t ' s  
a l l  I .can remember. 

Q. Did anybody else ever  con tac t  you about t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. This  took p l ace  i n  e a r l y  May. No, cor-
r e c t i o n ,  it would have been i n  e a r l y  ~ p r i l .  And s h o r t l y
t h e r e a f t e r  Task Force Barker was disbanded. And nothing more 
was s a i d  about it. When I w a s  informed of t h e  i n c i d e n t  by 
t h i s  Vietnamese, I looked i n t o  it a l i t t l e  b i t  and could 
f i n d  ou t  very l i t t l e  more than had a l ready  been s a i d .  So I 
forgo t  it. 

0. Did Colonel BARKER ever  t a l k  t o  you about it, o r  
Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. No, sir,  n e i t h e r  one o f  them. 
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Q. Did Colonel ANISTRANSKI ever  come down t o  see you
about i t ?  

A. No, sir. H e  came down and w e  t a l k e d  about ahother  
i nc iden t  i n  which I was involved i n  which 25 k i d s  were k i l l e d  
dur ing an accident .  My a s s i s t a n t ,  we were c o l l e c t i n g  am-
munition, and he picked up a f i r e d  M-79 p r o j e c t i l e  and threw 
it i n  t h e  bag which he had t o  keep h i s  ammunition i n .  It went 
o f f  and blew up a l l  of  t he  ammunition t h a t  he had c o l l e c t e d  
that  day. Luckily,  I had gone t o  t h e  d e n t i s t  and missed it. 

Q How many Vietnamese w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

Q e  K i l l ed?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Fourteen in ju red .  

Q. And t h i s  w a s  about when? 

A. On 16 June,  sir. 

Q. Do you know t h e  name of t h i s  Vietnamese ind iv idua l  
whom you t a l k e d  t o  from Quang Ngai Province? What was 
h i s  pos i t i on?  

A. H e  w a s ,  as near  as I can i n t e r p r e t ,  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  
r ep re sen ta t ive  t o  Binh Son from Quang Ngai. 

Q *  To Binh Son? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. H e  worked f o r  CORDS as an overseer  f o r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  products i n  t h e  area. H e  l i v e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  r i g h t
about he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on MAP-1) . 
Q. What's t h e  name of the v i l l a g e ?  

A. Xuan Yen Tay. 

Q *  Did you ever go back t o  t h i s  i nd iv idua l  and t e l l  
him what you had heard? 

A Y e s ,  sir. I t a l k e d  it over wi th  him af terwards .  

0. Did you see him up a t  Binh Son again? 

A. I s a w  him many t i m e s  be fore  we l e f t  t h e  area. W e  
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were planning a couple of  dams, i r r i g a t i o n  dams, p r o j e c t s  
up t h e r e .  And I worked through him and t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f s  
i n  t h e  area t h a t  w e  were planning t o  b u i l d  t h e  dam. 

Q. What d i d  he t e l l  you? J u s t  t r y  t o  remember. - I 
know t h a t  I ' m  t a k i n g  you back an awful long way, Captain 
GOUZOULES, b u t  t h e s e  t h ings  a r e  q u i t e  s i g n i f i c a n t .  I 
would j u s t  l i k e  you t o  t r y  t o  remember e i t h e r  what he s a i d ,  
o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  impression t h a t  was c r e a t e d  upon you. 

A. H e  j u s t  simply s a i d  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  wasn ' t  a VC 
and t h a t  w e  had k i l l e d  h e r .  And a t  t h e  t i m e  I remember re-
g r e t t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  because I knew o r  f e l t  f a i r l y  s u r e  t h a t  
he himself  w a s  n o t  a VC o r  VC sympathizer .  

Q. Did he say where t h i s  i n c i d e n t  had t aken  p lace?  

A. I t  had taken p l ace ,  I ' m  guess ing a l i t t l e ,  s i r ,  
bu t  he s a i d  t h a t  it was about  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  She 
had been on a wood c u t t i n g  d e t a i l  of some s o r t  t h a t  day. And 
it was my impression anyway t h a t  she  was on a wood c u t t i n g  
d e t a i l  and was r e t u r n i n g  back t o  t h e  house, and one of t h e  
u n i t s  was moving e a s t  and r an  i n t o  something. I d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  what. A f i r e  f i g h t  s t a r t e d ,  and she  w a s  caught  i n  be- 
tween t h e  f i r e  f i g h t  and was h i t  and k i l l e d .  

Q- But t h e i r  home w a s  p r e t t y  d e f i n i t e l y  r i g h t  up i n  
the a r e a  o f  LZ Do t t i e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  H e  l i v e d  r i g h t  about  50 meters from t h e  
road. It w a s  a f a i . r l y  s u b s t a n t i a l  house. 

Q. - It  was n o t  l i k e l y  then  t h a t  they  l i v e d  o u t  i n  t h i s  
a r ea  t h a t  w e  c a l l  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. I t  wasn ' t  anywhere nea r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  sir. I t  
happened up i n  Binh Son District.  

Q- And about  when d i d  it happen? 

A. A s  n e a r  as I can determine,  it happened sometime 
dur ing February,  because it was 2 o r  3 months l a t e r  when he 
t a l k e d  t o  me  about  t h i s .  

Q. Did you a r range  solat iurn payments and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  sir. I made q u i t e  a few payments, 
and I think I d i d  make one f o r  them. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q Now, what d i d  these fe l lows  t h a t  were t a l k i n g  up 
h e r e ,  what d i d  they  have t o  say--

A. ( I n t e rpos ing )  A t  Binh Son? 

Q- Y e s .  L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON and Sergean t  WARREN. 

A. L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON d i d n ' t  e n t e r  t h e  conversa t ion  
a t  a l l  very  much. H e ,  a s  I remember, was s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  back-
ground. I was wondering who h e  w a s  t o  be hones t  w i th  you. 
A s  I s ay ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember what happened a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
I ' v e  t r i e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  s i n c e  t h i s  t h i n g  occurred .  I 
cannot  remember. 

Q. Can you recall how you expressed your--however you ' 

might r e f e r  t o  i t --your i nd igna t i on?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what I d i d  say  excep t  it 
had something t o  do w i t h  the t i m e s  t h a t  some people  had been 
c a r e l e s s  i n  shoo t i ng  Vietnamese and they  seemed t o  t ake  it 
very l i g h t l y ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I c a n ' t  hones t l y  re-
member what it was. 

Q- W e l l ,  d i d  Major CALHOUN come t o  see you, o r  d i d  he 
ca l l  you down, o r  d i d  you t a l k  t o  him on t h e  phone, o r  what 
happened? 

A. H e  t a l k e d  t o  Major MCANAW, and Major MCANAW t a l k e d  
t o  me about  it. I d i d  n o t  see Major CALHOUN u n t i l  A p r i l  when 
w e  took ove r  LZ Dot t i e .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  Major CALHOUN and I had 
a l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n  as I had always been a l i t t l e  m y s t i f i e d  
a s  t o  why he had voiced h i s  d e s i r e  f o r  m e  t o  remain o u t s i d e  
h i s  AO. It  w a s  because I f e l t  then ,  and s t i l l  f e e l ,  t h a t  
I d i d n ' t  say  anything t h a t  p e r t a i n e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  Task Force 
Barker ,  and I wasn ' t  t r y i n g  t o  i m p l i c a t e  Task Force Barker  
i n  any way. The a t t i t u d e  o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  L ieu tenan t  
JOHNSON was f a r  d i f f e r e n t  from my own a t t i t u d e .  

Q- What d i d  JOHNSON say? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know what he s a i d ,  sir. But,  I 
heard  t h a t  he  s a i d  t h a t .  I had s a i d ,  "Task Force Barker  
was going around shoo t i ng  Vietnamese." My i n t e n t  was t h a t  
some G I ' s  have done t h i s  o r  have t a l k e d  about  t h i s ,  and had 
been careless i n  shoo t i ng  c i v i l i a n s .  I wasn ' t  i m p l i c a t i n g  
Task Force Barker  o r  anybody else. The t y p i c a l  G I  a t t i t u d e  
was somewhat c a l l o u s  sometimes. But,  I think--

Q. ( I n t e rpos ing )  J u s t  a minute. You have been aware 
f o r  some t i m e  t h a t  you were going t o  have t o  come head t o  head 
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with Major CALHOUN sooner or l a t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was. 

Q* Okay. I t  ought t o  be p r e t t y  ' c l e a r  i n  your mind 
then what t h e  conversa t ion  was. 

A. W e l l ,  I was s o  s u r p r i s e d  when t h e  t h i n g  w a s  brought  
up t o  me  by Major MCANAW t h a t  I t r i e d  t o  remember back a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  I c o u l d n ' t ,  and I s t i l l  c a n ' t .  

Q. What d i d  Major CALHOUN say t o  you? 

A. Even t h a t ' s  k ind  of vague i n  my memory. H e  t o l d  
me t h a t  he d i d n ' t  want t o  hea r  any more comments on Task 
Force Barker,  and I t r i e d  t o  t e l l  him a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I h a d n ' t  
made any on Task Force Barker.  I h a d n ' t  t r i e d  t o  p o i n t  o u t  
Task Force Barker o r  anything i n  t h a t  manner. A f t e r  t h a t ,  
it was fo rgo t t en .  Sho r t l y  a f t e r  that he became our  XO and 
w e  were on f r i e n d l y  terms. H e  went t o  t h e  196th and I f o l -
lowed, and w e  worked r i g h t  c l o s e l y  t o g e t h e r  from t h a t  t i m e  
forward. The i n c i d e n t  w a s  never aga in  mentioned. 

Q. Did you eve r  t a l k  t o  Captain KESHEL about  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir .  I d i d n ' t  t h ink  it w a s  r e a l l y  s e r i o u s  
enough t o  b r i n g  up because from my p o i n t  of  view I h a d n ' t  s a i d  
anything t h a t  would imp l i ca t e  Task Force Barker i n  any way. 
I h a d n ' t  accused Task Force Barker of  any th ing ,  and as a 
r e s u l t  I f o r g o t  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  who was your S3 a t  t h e  t ime? 
-. 

A. Major HOLCK. H e  a l s o  mentioned it t o  m e .  

Q. Did Colonel ADKINS eve r  t a l k  t o  you about  it, o r  
what ' s  going on? Af t e r  a l l ,  you ' r e  one of  h i s  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s .  

A. No, sir. H e  never mentioned it t o  m e .  H e  never 
asked m e  anything about  it. I never  even knew t h a t  he was 
aware of it. 

Q. How do you suppose Captain KESHEL knew about t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. I c a n ' t  remember e v e r  b r i ng ing  
it up t o  him. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  somebody s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  
was o r  had been i n v e s t i g a t e d  and it wasn ' t  s o ,  o r  words t o  t h a t  
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e f f e c t .  

A. Oh, t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Some o f  t h e  people ,  I t h i n k  it w a s  Ser-
geant  WARREN a s  a ma t t e r  of  f a c t ,  made some remark t h a t  she  
was k i l l e d - - l e t  me  t h ink .  No, t h a t  it wasn ' t  s o ,  t h a t  it 
w a s  an a c c i d e n t  i s  what they  s a i d .  I t  wasn ' t - - i t  had been 
determined t h a t  it was an a c c i d e n t ,  tha t - -

Q e  ( I n t e rpos ing )  But you d i d n ' t  know what they  were 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  a t  t h e  t i m e .  You d i d n ' t  know where they  were 
ope ra t i ng ,  o r  you d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know t h e  b a s i s  of t h e i r  con-
v e r s a t i o n ,  o r  d i d n ' t  know a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A. A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  I wasn ' t  aware of  it. 
Now t h e r e  'are two d i f f e r e n t  t i m e  pe r i ods  he r e .  We're t a l k i n g  
about one p e r i o d  i n  e a r l y  A p r i l *  Then I subsequent ly  made an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  on it back i n  May a t  which t i m e  I d i d  determine  
t h a t  it had been an a c c i d e n t ,  and I p a i d  s o l a t i u m  on t h i s .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, what you ' r e  s ay ing  i s  t h a t  what 
they were t a l k i n g  about  there- -

A. ( I n t e rpos ing )  They were d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  ca se .  

Q You pu t  t h a t  t o g e t h e r  wi th  what t h e  Vietnamese,, 
subsequent ly  p u t  it t o g e t h e r  w i t h  what t h e  Vietnamese who 
was working i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  department  t h e r e  i n  Quang 
Ngai and who'd p e r i o d i c a l l y  be up a t  Binh Son had. t o l d  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

9- T h a t ' s  t h e  way you would r a t i o n a l i z e  i t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  way I found o u t  about  it, and t h a t  I s  

t h e  only  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  e v e r  came t o  my a t t e n t i o n  on t h a t  w i th  
regard  t o  Task Force Barker  o r  k i l l i n g  of  t he  Vietnamese i n  
t h a t  sense .  

Other  i n c i d e n t s  came t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  For i n s t a n c e ,  
t he  Vietnamese came up t o  LZ Upt ight  one t i m e  and walked o u t  
t h e  g a t e  the wrong way and went through a m ine f i e ld ,  and t h a t  
was brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  by Vietnamese. 

Q. What d i d  they  say  t h e r e ?  
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A. That  some people were k i l l e d  on LZ Upt ight .  

Q. But d i d  t hey  say  what they w e r e  doing? 

A. There w e r e  some le t ters  t h a t  were submi t t ed  t o  m e .  

To you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you g e t  t h e  l e t t e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I g o t  one o r  two of  them. They w e r e  
l i t t l e  no t e s  handed t o  m e .  And they  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  had walked 
up t h e r e  t o  ask  a s s i s t a n c e ,  ask f o r  some a s s i s t a n c e ,  and when 
they walked o f f  t h e  h i l l  they  were k i l l e d .  They h i t  some mines. 

Q. When d i d  t h e s e  p i ece s  of  paper  come from Upt ight?
Was t h i s  a f t e r  you had t aken  over  LZ Do t t i e ?  

A. NO, s i r .  

Q. That  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  it was. I t  was as a ma t t e r  of  
f a c t .  

Q. So it would have been sometime a f t e r  9 A p r i l  then?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I j u s t  found the--I t h i n k  a Vietnamese 
gave me  a p i e c e  o f  paper  w i t h  something l i k e  this on it, 
some d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  and I had it i n t e r p r e t e d  o r  
t r a n s l a t e d .  I found o u t  t h a t  so l a t i um payments had a l r eady  
been made on t h a t  one ,  I t h ink .  

Q. What's t h a t ?  

A. I th ink  t h a t  somebody else had made so l a t i um pay-
ments on t h a t .  

Q. On which one? 

A .' On ' t h e  LZ Uptight  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. I ' m  aware o f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  I unders tand t h e s e  
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youngsters  t h a t  went t o  LZ Uptight  d e l i v e r e d  some letters 
and s o  on. And when they depar ted  they  g o t  caught i n  a 
minef ie ld .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q =  Now what happened t o  t h e  l e t t e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know what happened t o  t h e  letters.  

Q I thought  you s a i d  you had them. 

A. No, sir. I had a l e t te r  t h a t  was passed t o  m e  
a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q- W e l l ,  what happened t o  t h e  let ters  t h a t  w e r e  de-
l i v e r e d  t o  Uptight? 

A. I never s a w  them, sir. I had a le t ter .  I t  d i d  
no t - - i t  w a s  n o t  d e l i v e r e d  t o  m e  as p a r t  of  t h e  group of  letters 
you ' re  speaking of  t h a t  were d e l i v e r e d  t o  Task Force Barker 
a t  LZ Uptight .  I had a let ter  on t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I rece ived  
when we took over--sometime a f t e r  w e  took over  LZ Dot t i e ,  t h a t  
desc r ibed  the i n c i d e n t  t h a t  took p lace .  They had gone up. t o  
LZ Dot t ie  o r  LZ Uptight  and they  asked f o r  some a s s i s t a n c e  a s  
I understand,  and then  they walked o f f  t h e  h i l l .  They s tepped  
i n t o  a minef ie ld  when they d i d  t h a t .  Now I d o n ' t  remember any-
t h i n g  about  let ters  be ing  d e l i v e r e d  t o  LZ Uptight  o r  what t h e  
letters w e r e .  And I d o n ' t  remember any letters of t h a t  na tu r e .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  make any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  even though you 
go t  t h i s  subsequent  r e p o r t ,  then ,  which was d e l i v e r e d  t o  you 
by t h e  Vietnamese. Did you check i n t o  it t o  f i n d  o u t  whether 
so la t ium payments had been made? 

A. I t h ink  it w a s  determined t h a t  sola t iurn  payments 
had been made i n  t h a t  case .  

Q- Who determined t h a t ?  

A. I d id .  I found o u t  t h a t  t h a t  w a s  t h e  case .  I ' v e  
f o r g o t t e n  h w  I found ou t .  

Q. But when t h e s e  youngsters  went up t o  LZ Uptight ,
Task Force Barker w a s  s t i l l  i n  ex i s t ence?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I understood t h a t  t h a t  happened a l s o  
i n  February. 
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Q- February ,  March, o r  A p r i l ?  

A. It was e a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of Task Force 
Barker.  

Q *  That  would have been r i g h t  d u r i n g  T e t  t h e n ,  
wouldn ' t  i t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  I had. The i n c i d e n t  took 
p lace  d u r i n g  t h a t  month of  February.  I d o n ' t  know why February 
s t i c k s  i n  my mind b u t  it does. 

MR MACCRATE: Capta in  GOUZOULES, you i n d i c a t e d '  t h a t  you w e r e  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s o l a t i u m  payments f o r  Task Force  Barker ,  and 
now you i n d i c a t e  t h a t  someone. else had made t h e s e  payments. 
Now what d i d  you f i n d  o u t ?  Come on, l e t ' s  have t h e  f u l l  s t o r y  
on t h i s  one. 

A. There was s o r t  of  a d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  They d i d  
have an S 5  a t  Task Force Barker .  

Q - Who was 	t h e  S5 of  Task Force Barker?  

A. L ieutenant - - I  c a n ' t  remember h i s  name e i t h e r .  H e  
was my a s s i s t a n t ,  WINGATE--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You would know your  own a s s i s t a n t ?  

A. Not WINGATE. 

Q *  WADSWORTH? 

A. No, sir. When I f i r s t  a r r i v e d  a t  4 /3  I n f a n t r y  he  
was t h e r e .  H e  a c t e d  a s  t h e  S 5  u n t i l  I a r r i v e d .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  
w e  moved t o  Chu La i  he was moved t o  Task Force  Barker  and he 
was made the, S 5  o f  Task Force Barker .  Now I d i d  n o t  make a l l  
t h e  s o l a t i u m  payments t h a t  w e r e  made i n  Task Force  B a r k e r ' s  
a rea .  

Q. But d i d  you keep a r e c o r d  of  a l l  t h a t  w e r e  made? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  w e  had--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  w a s  your  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  w a s n ' t  
:4.3 

A. W e  had a form t h a t  w e  had t o  f i l l  o u t .  I ' v e  f o r -
g o t t e n  t h e  ,name o f  t h e  form. 
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Q. A l l  of  t h i s  w a s  recorded a t  your headquar te r s ,  
was it no t?  

A. NO, it wasn ' t .  

Q. Where was it recorded? 

A. Some o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  so l a t i um payments w e r e  re-
corded by Task Force Barker o r  I was given t h a t  informat ion.  

Q. And then  you took over  t h e  records  of  Task Force 
Barker and t h e s e  records  then  became your r eco rds ,  d i d  they 
no t?  

A. There we ren ' t  very many records  when Task Force 
Barker went o u t  of e x i s t e n c e ,  S5 records .  

Q W e l l ,  they h a d n ' t  made many so l a t i um payments, had 
they? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  were many made. I 
d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  were many made u n t i l  March o r  A p r i l ,  t o  
my knowledge anyway. 

Q. And you ob j ec t ed ,  d i d  you no t ,  t o  t h e  way i n  which 
t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  Task Force Barker ope ra t i on  was be ing  con-
ducted? 

A. I voiced some opinion l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- And you voiced t h i s  t o  va r ious  people? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know it was t h a t  many. 

Q- But you voiced it more than t h i s  one occas ion 
t h a t  you t o l d  us about  a t  a meal a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t - -
o r  r a t h e r  a t  Binh Son Dis t r ic t .  

A. I had t h e  impression t h a t  they we ren ' t  doing a s  
much as they could S5-wise. 

Q. And you g o t  t h e  impression t h a t  they w e r e  n o t  giv-
i n g  t h e  S5 p a r t  of the ope ra t i on  t h e  suppor t  it should  have,  
wa,snlt  t h a t  your  impression? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. But t h a t  doesn ' t  say  t h e  same t h i n g  t h a t  
I was s ay ing  toward--with regard  t o  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e .  I was 
c r i t i ca l  of  t h e  S5 ope ra t i on  of  Task Force Barker,  and it 
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seemed t o  me i n  t a l k i n g  wi th  t h e i r  S5 t h a t  he was s o r t  of 
ignored,  t h a t  he was somebody who made t h i n g s  l i k e  so la t ium 
payments only.  

10: Was he  a l s o  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  d i s cus s ion  B t  Binh Son? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s ir ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  I t h ink  
t h a t  he had l e f t  by then.  

MR MACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was one o t h e r  person 
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  advisory  team t h a t  you had n o t  
named. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  we've 
now i d e n t i f i e d  a s  L ieu tenan t  JOHNSON, Sergeant  WARREN, and 
one o t h e r ,  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  advisory  team. Do you r e c a l l  
who t h a t  one o t h e r  was? 

A. My a s s i s t a n t ,  SP5 BLAINE, was wi th  m e .  

Q. Was t h e r e  anyone else t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember who was t h e r e  o t h e r  than  I know 
t h a t  some o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  advisory  team members w e r e  p r e sen t .  

Q - And who were members of  t h e  d i s t r i c t  advisory  team 
a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Major WILLOUGHBY w a s  one,  was t h e  d i s t r i c t  adv isor .  
I c a n ' t  remember t h e  o t h e r s '  names. 

Q. Do you remember M r .  RESSEGUIE? 

A. Bob SSSEGUIE, b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  he was there a t  
t h a t  meeting o r  a t  t h a t  d i scuss ion .  H e  was a d i s t r i c t  ad-
visor ."  H e  worked f o r  CORDS. 

Q Now t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  adv i so r  t o  Quang Ngai Pro-
vince  a t  t h a t  t i m e  was named SHELDON, was he no t?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. Norman SHELDON. 

A. The name sounds f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I m e t  him twice I 
think. 

0. T h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  whose w i f e  was k i l l e d  worked f o r  
the a g r i c u l t u r a l  adv i so r  of the province? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he d i d ,  sir. 
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Q- But you c a n ' t  recall t h e  Vietnamese's name? 

A. No, sir .  I have my l i t t l e  green book t h a t  I kep t ,  
and I looked through it t h i s  morning, I cou ldn ' t  f i n d  h i s  
name. 

Q What else do you have i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  green book? 

A. Many of t h e  people who I pa id  so la t ium t o ,  and 
no tes  t o  myself. 

Q. Might we examine t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  hear ing? I t  
might be h e l p f u l  t o  us i n  p u t t i n g  some names and i t e m s  o f  
information toge the r  t h a t  we have. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Who w a s  Captain WADSWORTH? 

A. He a t  f i r s t  w a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  G5 f o r  t h e  11th  
Brigade. Then he w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Echo Troop of t h e  1st 
Cav which was a cav company o r  t roop  from the  l l t h  Brigade. 
I knew him from C i v i l  A f f a i r s  School p r i o r  t o  going t o  
Vietnam. 

Q Do you remember any conversat ions  you had with  
Captain WADSWORTH r e l a t i n g  t o  your comments on Task Force 
Barker, t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  towards S5 ' s ,  o r  wi th  r e spec t  toward 
t h e i r  t rea tment  of Vietnamese? 

A. No. I ' m  s u r e  I may have made some as r e l a t e d  t o  
t h e i r  a t t i t u d e ,  o r  use,  o r  employment of t he  S5, b u t  I don ' t  
remember anything s p e c i f i c ,  no. 

Q. How about regarding t h e i r  t reatment  of Vietnamese? 

A. No, s.ir, I d o n ' t  remember anything l i k e  t h a t .  I 
may have, b u t  I don ' t  remember anything on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  

Q- I f  I understand what you've t o l d  US , Major MCANAW 
announced t o  you t h a t  you weren ' t  wanted a t  LZ Do t t i e  and 
you were t o  s t a y  away from LZ Dot t ie  from t h a t  time on, is 
t h a t  r i g h t ?  Was t h a t  h i s  message t o  you? 

A. That ' s  t h e  message t h a t  Major CALHOUN passed on 
through Major MCANAW . 
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9. This is what Major MCANAW s a i d  t o  you? H e  had 
got ten this message from Major CALHOUN? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Now, I think you a l s o  mentioned t h a t  Major HOLCK 
spoke t o  you a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. On the  same sub jec t ,  yes. 

Q - What d id  he say t o  you? 

A. H e  asked me  what took p lace ,  and I t r i e d  t o  t e l l  
him what took p lace  t o  the  b e s t  of memory. H e  s a id :  - "Stay 
away from t h e r e  f o r  a while u n t i l  th ings  q u i e t  down," so  I 
did. 

Q. W e l l ,  what d id  he ind ica t e  was bo i l ing  a t  the  
t i m e  t h a t  had t o  q u i e t  down? 

A. Majo r  CALHOUN 's temper . 
0. Major CALHOUN was a l i t t l e  s e n s i t i v e  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. Major CAI3IOUN has a very quick temper and he is 
very easy t o  anger. I t 's  r e a l l y  of s h o r t  dura t ion  usual ly  
and is forgot ten.  An'd he would, i f  he had heard t h a t  I .had 
been s p e c i f i c a l l y  saying t h a t  Task Force Barker went around 
k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  he would probably become angry about it 
and say something about it because it a f fec t ed  him. H e  
would r e a c t  and then usual ly  fo rge t  it. 

Q. Wouldn't he be s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  and c a l l  
you i n  and f ind  o u t  what you were t a l k i n g  about? 

A. I assume t h a t  he might be. 

Q. You were an 5 5 .  You w e r e  supposed t o  know about 
these th ings  and have your e a r  t o  the  ground f ind ing  o u t  
what was happening. Do I understand t h a t  i f  he heard any-
thing c r i t i c a l  coming i n  i n  t h a t  way h i s  r eac t ion  was: " W e l l ,  
t e l l  t h a t  fel low we don ' t  want him coming up here "3 That 's  
what you're t e l l i n g  us ,  do you r e a l i z e  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. H e  s a i d  t h a t  about t h a t  i nc iden t  be-
cause I--as I i n t e r p r e t e d  it a t  t he  t i m e  and s t i l l  do, he 
thought t h a t  I w a s  being--that I was s landering Task Force 
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Barker, and he d i d n ' t  want m e  s lander ing  Task Force Barker. 

Q. But he never inqui red  what the  bas i s  f o r  your 
information was? 

A. H e  f i n a l l y  d i d  a t  t h a t  meeting on 12 Apr i l ,  and 
a f t e r  t h a t  nothing more w a s  s a i d .  

Q. How do you f i x  t h a t  s o  p r e c i s e l y ,  12 Apr i l?  

A. Because it was j u s t  about t h a t  per iod t h a t  we  
l e f t  LZ Sue and went t o  LZ Do t t i e ,  between the  12 th  and the  
15 th  I be l ieve .  Believe me, most of the  days over t h e r e  -

w e r e  numberless and I c a n ' t  even--I could hardly  eve r  t e l l  
you when Sunday w a s .  

Q. This is what I ' m  w e l l  aware o f .  Tha t ' s  why I ' m  
su rp r i s ed  when a l l  of sudden you say on 12 Apr i l  something 
happened. And t h i s  i s  what I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  why you placed 
the  conversat ion on a p a r t i c u l a r  day? 

A. The only reason I can place  it around 12 Apr i l  
i s  because it was around t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  we l e f t  LZ Sue 
and went t o  LZ Dot t ie  and occupied LZ Dot t ie  i n  both the  
e a s t  and w e s t  A O ' s .  

Q. When you had t h i s  conversat ion with Major CALHOUN, 
was anyone e l s e  p re sen t?  

A, No, sir,  it w a s  a p r i v a t e  conversat ion between 
he and I. 

Q- Where d i d  it take p lace?  

A. Right ou t s ide  the  TOC. 

Q - Did he h a i l  you o r  d i d  you go up and ask i f  you
could speak t o  him? 

A. I don ' t  remember. I knew t h a t  we had t o  t a l k  t o  
one another about it. 

Q. T e l l  us a s  b e s t  you can what was s a i d  i n  t h a t  
conversation.  

A. Bas i ca l ly ,  Major CALHOUN s a i d  t h a t  he had heard 
t h a t  I w a s  s lander ing  Task Force Barker and t h a t  I had s a i d  
t h a t  they had k i l l e d  some Vietnamese. And I t o l d  him t h a t  
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I hadn ' t  s landered Task Force Barker, t h a t  I hadn ' t  intended 
t o  s l ande r  Task Force Barker, t h a t  I had heard of an inc iden t .  
I was r e a l l y  discussing inc iden t s  i n  general  t h a t  had occurred 
from t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  I wasn ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  poin t ing  o u t  Task 
Force Barker, and I d i d n ' t  in tend  t o .  

0. Did he g e t  i n t o  any d e t a i l e d  in t e r roga t ion  with 
you a t  t h a t  time? 

A. H e  asked me  what I s a i d .  

Q- Did he ask you what information you had? 

A. He d id  ask me  what I s a i d  a t  t h a t  discussion.  
That ' s  a l l  I can remember about t h a t .  

Q- Did he ask you anything about d a t e s ,  times., and 
places  about which you had been speaking? Was he i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir ,  no t  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  As I say,  I had t h e  
impression t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  I had s landered Task Force 
Barker, and he d i d n ' t  accept  t h a t  and wasn ' t  about t o .  

Q - Now I q u i t e  c l e a r l y  understood t h a t  you s t a r t e d  
t o  descr ibe the  LZ Uptight i nc iden t ,  t h a t  you had some in-
formation as  t o  the  content  of t he  papers t h a t  were handed 
in .  You c l e a r l y  s a i d ,  a s  you s t a r t e d  t o  t a l k  about it, you 
described t h e  p iece  of paper. 

A. I had a let ter  o r  a  no te  r e a l l y  t h a t  was handed 
t o  m e  -descr ibing the inc ident .  I t r i e d  t o  make t h i s  c l e a r  
l a t e r .  I obviously wasn't c l e a r  when I made the  statement 
i n i t i a l l y .  I had no letters t h a t  involved anything t h a t  was 
submitted t o  the  people a t  LZ Uptight a t  the  t i m e  of t he  
inc ident .  

Q - Did you ever  hear  about what was i n  those l e t t e r s ?  

A. I th ink  I may have b u t  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember 
f o r  sure. 

Q. W e l l ,  you seem t o  have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  you 
spoke t o  someone about it. 

A. I t  seems t o  me t h a t  something came up, b u t  I have 
the  impression-- 
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  Stop f o r  a minute and th ink  hard 
about t h a t ,  who it was and what--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  so r ry ,  sir, I cou ldn ' t  even 
begin t o  t e l l  you. But I d i d  have t h e  impression t h a t  - the  
people t h a t  came t o  LZ Uptight  came from the  base  a t  LZ 
Uptight and were asking f o r  some a s s i s t a n c e ,  medical a s s i s t -
ance, o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  which had been given them from 
t i m e  t o  time. I t  was somebody who had been i n  Task Force 
Barker, I be l i eve ,  b u t  i t ' s  been s o  long t h a t  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
remember what t h e  d e t a i l s  were. 

Q. H a w  d i d  t h i s  come t o  your a t t e n t i o n  a p a r t  from 
the so la t ium payment? I don ' t  understand how you would g e t  
a note  on t h i s  and then you as t h e  one respons ib le  f o r  so l a -
tium payments would go, and l o  and behold someone else had 
made t h e  sola t ium payments. I don ' t  follow t h i s .  

A. A s  I s a i d ,  I wasn ' t  t h e  only one making solat iurn 
payments. 

Q. But who gave you t h e  no te  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e r e  w a s  a 
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  bore  looking i n t o ?  Someone else w a s  a l ready  
handling it. Why would it have come t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  Can 
you pu t  t h a t  t oge the r  f o r  us? 

A. The problem i s  i t ' s  s o  f a r  back and s o  many of 
those  i nc iden t s  occurred t h a t  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember t h e  
d e t a i l s .  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I can remember t h a t .  I t  may have 
been t h a t  t h i s  was given t o  m e ,  t h i s  let ter  w a s  given t o  m e ,  
by Task Force Barker, b u t  I c a n ' t  honest ly  remember where 
it came from o r  how it came t o  be i n  my possess ion.  . 

Q. When you l e f t  t h e  4/3 In fan t ry  and went t o  t h e  
A m e r i c a 1  Divis ion,  d i d  you leave  t h e  records  of your sola t ium 
payments i n  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  4/3 Infan t ry?  

A. Y e s ,  sir, I be l i eve  so.  

Q. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  those t h a t  you have mentioned, 
were t h e r e  any o t h e r s  who spoke t o  you regarding your ad-
verse  comments on Task Force Barker, anyone from br igade ,  
anyone from Task Force Barker, o r  anyone from d iv i s ion?  
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A. No, s i r .  I t h ink  maybe KESHEL and I t a l k e d  about  
it one t i m e ,  and maybe I brought it up t o  him and he s a i d  
f o r g e t  it, something l i k e  t h a t .  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember f o r  
s u r e  because I know t h a t  I was bothered by it a l i t t l e  b i t ,  
by Major CALHOUN's a t t i t u d e .  And I may have t a l k e d  it over  
with KESHEL, and he may have s a i d ,  "Well, i t ' s  f o r g o t t e n  now, " 
something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q- W e l l ,  t h e  f a c t  is ,  is it n o t ,  t h a t  you were more 
than a l i t t l e  d i s t u r b e d  about t h i s  t h i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  and 
t h a t  q u i t e  a  b i t  w a s  s a i d  t o  you and you s a i d  some t h i n g s  
t o  o t h e r s .  

A. The only  t h i n g  t h a t  I--I was upse t  t h a t  Major 
CALHOUN became angry because I hadn ' t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I had 
s landered  Task Force Barker i n  any way, o r  h a d n ' t  in tended 
it t o  be taken q u i t e  a s  s e r i o u s l y  a s  it was taken.  And I 
was upse t  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was t o l d  t h a t  I s h o u l d n ' t  go 
back t o  Task Force Barker ' s  AO. 

Q. But it wasn ' t  only t h a t  you shou ldn ' t  go back t o  
LZ Do t t i e ,  b u t  you should j u s t  s t a y  o u t  of  the AO, is t h a t  
t he  message you had? 

A. I i n t e r p r e t e d  t h a t  a s  be ing  LZ D o t t i e ,  s t a y  away 
from LZ Do t t i e .  H e  d i d n ' t  want t o  see m e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Who was Lieutenant  WYNDHAM? 

A. H e  was t h e  S5 of  t h e  t a s k  fo rce .  I c o u l d n ' t  t h ink  
o f - -a l l  I could  t h ink  of  was WINDGATE, and I knew t h a t  was 
wrong. 

I0: What was h i s  f i r s t  name? Char les  K. WYNDHAM, i s  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I can' . t  remember h i s  f i r s t  name. 

Q. W e  have a r o s t e r  he re .  

L e t  me ask you one t h i n g  about  t h i s  Vietnamese 
who came t o  you again .  What w a s  t h e  pe r iod  t h a t  he came t o  
YOU? A s  I remember you s a i d  May o r  June? 

A. H e  t a l k e d  t o  me  about it, sir. I a c t u a l l y  came t o  
him. 
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Q. What do you mean you came t o  him? You came t o  
him t o  t a l k  about t h i s  th ing?  

A. No, sir. I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  i n i t i a t e  some p r o j e c t s ,  

and I ran  i n t o  him one day on t h e  road, and he g o t  t o  t a lk -  

i n g  t o  me about a couple of i deas  t h a t  he had. And he t o l d  

me t h a t  he w a s  a CORDS rep re sen ta t ive  and he had a couple 

p r o j e c t s  i n  mind t h a t  he wanted t o  s tar t .  And s o  I s a i d ,  

"Well f i n e ,  we've been looking f o r  something l i k e  t h i s . "  

And w e  s t a r t e d  working toge ther .  And it was i n  more o r  less 

casua l  conversat ion t h a t  he brought t h i s  up. 


Q - About what t i m e  was t h i s ?  

A. I th ink  it was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  w e  s t a r t e d  working 
f o r  Task Force Barker, i n  Task Force Barker ' s  o l d  AO, when 
we went t o  LZ Dot t ie .  

0- W e l l ,  t h i s  was subsequent t o  t he  t i m e ,  then ,  t h a t  
you had this d i scuss ion  a t  Binh Son? &' 

CD 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes ,  sir. C') 

Q - It w a s  a l s o  subsequent t o  12 A p r i l ,  because t h a t ' s  -4
when you had your eyeba l l  t o  eyeba l l  wi th  Major CALHOUN, -4 
r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - So it was a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. So up t o  t h a t  t i m e  you were working on t h e  b a s i s  
t h a t  you d i d n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  what t hese  guys w e r e  t a l k i n g  
about? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q *  And it was only some t i m e  a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  you put  
that discuss ion  and t h i s  t h i n g  toge the r  a s  being one and the 
same i n s t e a d  of something t h a t  might have been something 
d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  was q u i t e  some t i m e  a f te rwards  as a 
matter of f a c t .  
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0. And when had he  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  had been 
k i l l e d ?  

A. Two months p rev ious ,  he s a i d .  

Q- A r e  you s u r e  he s a i d  2 months? You're a l i t t l e  
loose  on your memory i n  some ca se s ,  b u t  i n  o t h e r  cases you 
block i n  r e a l  s o l i d l y .  

A. I had t h e  impression a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  it was 2 
months. 

A. ( In t e rpos ing )  I r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  and i t ' s  something 
t h a t  I ' v e  t r i e d  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  and I c a n ' t .  

Q- Okay. I ' d  l i k e  t o  do a  l i t t l e  more r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  
around t h i s  lunch t a b l e  because I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d  w i th  
a l l  t h i s  bus iness .  Because up t o  t h i s  t i m e ,  you see, you 
d i d n ' t  know about any women be ing  k i l l e d  o u t  t h e r e .  The w i f e  
of an a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  you d i d n ' t  have t h e  f a i n t -  
est i d e a  about  t h a t .  Now t h a t  we've g o t  t h a t  a l l  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
now you come o u t  aga in  and you t e l l  me  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what you 
heard a t  t h a t  t a b l e .  Af t e r  a l l ,  you w e r e  a comparat ively 
jun ior  o f f i c e r  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and a l l  of a sudden something 
l i k e  t h i s  comes up and somebody says:  "You t e l l  t h a t  guy I 
d o n ' t  want t o  see him around t h i s  p l ace  aga in . "  I s n ' t  t h a t  
what you were t o l d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t  ought t o  f i x  it f i rmly  i n  your mind. 
A l l  of these d e t a i l s  ought t o  be r i g h t  t h e r e  f o r  you. 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  was t h e  s u r p r i s i n g  p a r t  of it f o r  m e ,  
sir.  I c o u l d n ' t . r e c o n s t r u c t  a complete d e t a i l e d  s t o r y  as t o  
what took p l a c e  because I h a d n ' t  made any. To my memory 
anyway, I hadn' t made any concre te  accusa t ions  a g a i n s t  Task 
Force Barker.  I t  shocked me, t o  be  hones t  wi th  you, t h a t  
this s o r t  of t h i n g  came o u t  of  it. 

Q: But. s t i l l ,  l e t ' s  go r i g h t  back t o  t h e  t a b l e  again .  
L e t ' s  f i n d  o u t  what was s a i d  and what you s a i d ?  

A. There w a s  a d i scuss ion .  
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Q. What d i d  they say i n  this discuss ion? 

A. A t  the time I c a n ' t  even remember who w a s  involved. 
I have the f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was--there might have been 
somebody t h e r e  who w a s  v i s i t i n g  i n  add i t i on  t o  t h e  people 
from Task Force Barker. I n  f a c t ,  I think--I'm n o t  s u r e  t h a t  
I ' m  confusing i t - - t he re  might have been somebody e l s e  t h e r e  
a t  t he  t i m e ,  and--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  But you must remember something
that w a s  s a i d ,  o r  something t h a t  you s a i d .  

A. I ' m  very vague on what was s a i d  a t  ' t h a t  meeting 
and have been because-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Tha t ' s  a l ready a mat te r  of 
record.  Naw I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  ou t  exac t ly  what d i d  happen. 
W e l l ,  now, l e t ' s  go back again.  J u s t  a l i t t l e  whi le  ago 
you mentioned Lieutenant  JOHNSON, whom I th ink  many of t h e  
people knew as "Bull" JOHNSON? 

A. I d o n ' t  know what they c a l l e d  him. 


Q - A l l  r i g h t .  You s a i d  he w a s  the  one t h a t  repor ted  

this back t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. I had the impression t h a t  t h a t ' s  what was s a i d .  

Q. What d i d  he say i n  t h i s  conversation? 

A. Very l i t t l e .  

Q e  What d i d  WAFUtEN say? 

A. H e  said--I  c a n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r ,  sir. I--
there w a s  a d i scuss ion  going on t h e r e  about--I b e l i e v e  it 
was t h i s  i nc iden t .  

Q- Which inc iden t?  

A. This i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I mentioned. 


0;  You later  b e l i e v e  it was t h i s  i nc iden t?  


A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q- A t  that time you d i d n ' t  know what the heck you 

were l i s t e n i n g  t o ?  
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A. I d i d n ' t  know exac t l y  what I was l i s t e n i n g  t o  
and--

Q - ( In t e rpos ing )  Did you ever  hear  a name such a s  
MY L a i ,  P inkv i l l e , - -

A. ( I n t e rpos ing )  Not a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Co Lay? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q- H i l l  85? 

A. No, sir. 

A. None of these names were brought up a t  ' t h a t  t i m e .  
Tha t ' s  why I am very vague, my memory is vague on what took 
p lace ,  because it w a s  a d i s cus s ion  about  an i n c i d e n t ,  a 
shoot ing of a Vietnamese a s  I remember. 

Q. How d i d  they say t h i s  Vietnamese had been k i l l e d ?  

A. A t  the t i m e  I c a n ' t  remember how they s a i d  it 
happened. They s a i d  t h a t  she was sho t .  And when I say she ,  
I ' m  assuming t h a t  it was t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I mentioned t o  
you earlier,  and I th ink  I s a i d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
happened q u i t e  a b i t ,  o r  seemed t o .  I had pe r sona l l y  been 
involved i n  two o r  t h r e e  i n c i d e n t s  such as t h a t  i n  4/3 Infan-
t r y  i n  which I had made so la t ium payments. A couple I r e g r e t  
having made a f te rwards .  But none of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you've 
mentioned t o  me were brought up a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n s o f a r  a s  I 
can remember. 

Q. Did me 4/3 I n f a n t r y  ope ra t e  r a t h e r  loose  i n  t h i s ,  
too? I t h i n k  you've s o r t  of i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a few of them 
you r e g r e t t e d  paying. 

A. I r e g r e t t e d  paying them because I found o u t  a f t e r -
wards t h a t  the i n d i v i d u a l  I made t h e  payments t o  w a s  a VC. 
1,had him i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  I brought him t o  see h i s  daughter .  
H e  was t h e r e  f o r  2 weeks, and I le t  him g e t  away. And he 
was a v i l l a g e  VC worker who came o u t  i n  he r e  someplace. And 
I went back once t o  t r y  and f i n d  him and he was gone. I t  
bugged me, because a t  t h e  t i m e  I f e l t  t h a t  I was innocent  
enough t o  l e t  him g e t  away, t o  b e l i e v e  him. 

(GOUZOULES) 25 APP T-242 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q - Now t h i s  Vietnamese, d id  he work with  M r .  
RESSEGUIE? 

A. Y e s ,  he did.  

Q. And M r .  RESSEGUIE handled a l l  the  c i v i l i a n  pro- 
j e c t s  t he re  i n  Binh Son, r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - So he worked with Bob--Bob I think w a s  h i s  name? 

A. Bob RESSEGUIE. I worked through Bob. I n  f a c t  

I th ink  t h a t  is  how I m e t  t h i s  man, now t h a t  you mention it, 

through Bob RESSEGUIE. Bob RESSEGUIE introduced him t o  m e  

one t i m e .  


COL ARMSTRONG: Captain, l e t ' s  r e f e r  back t o  the  adminis-
t r a t i v e  s i d e  of your operat ion t h e r e  a t  the  Task Force i n  LZ-- 

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  LZ Sue. 

Q - Try t o  v i s u a l i z e  t h e  place where you keep your 
solat ium payment records.  

A. W e l l ,  on LZ Sue, sir,  I kept--at the  beginning 
when w e  moved t o  LZ Sue, w e  had a base camp i n  Chu Lai as 
w e l l  as Duc Pho and Sue. I operated from Chu Lai f o r  a per-
iod of t i m e  u n t i l  they found a place f o r  me  up the re .  Then 
I w a s  c a l l e d  up t o  LZ Sue and I maintained what records I 
had back i n  Chu Lai. I be l i eve  my e a r l y  solat ium payments, 
the  e a r l y  records ,  were made and kept,  made o u t  by e i t h e r  
d iv i s ion  o r  brigade.  And a l l  I d i d  was pass ou t  t h e  money 
r e a l l y .  

Q. You had the  r e c e i p t  f o r  t h i s  money.. You had t o  
collect t h i s  money, you had t o  ga ther  it, and make an account 
f o r  i t ?  

A. I had t o  make a statement,  s ign  a statement that  
s a i d  t h a t  I paid ou t  so much money t o  s o  and so. And what 
I would do is  make the payment, g e t  the  man's name, I D  nun-
be r ,  e t  cetera, and send t h i s  back. They would type the paper-
work ou t  and submit it t o  me  f o r  s igna tu re ,  and I ' d  send it 
back. And I d i d n ' t  keep any personal records on t h a t .  
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Q You d i d n ' t  have i n  your o f f i c e  a f i l e  copy of t h i s  
s igned voucher? 

A. No, sir. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  went s t r a i g h t  back t o  
br igade.  

Q e  
 Brigade? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Now i n  t h e  e a r l y  ones t h i s  is t h e  case .  
Af te r  I became w e l l  read i n t o  what was t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  then  I 
s t a r t e d  keeping records  on my own. 

Q* What happened t o  those?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  wi th  t h e  4 /3  
I n f an t ry .  

Q. You kep t  then  a f i l e  of vouchers a t  the 4/3
In f an t ry .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Subsequently,  a f t e r  you g o t  e s t a b l i s h e d .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You f e e l  a s  f a r  as  you ' re  concerned now t h a t  
t h e r e  should  be  a f i l e  of  vouchers a t  t h e  4 / 3  I n f a n t r y  show- 
ing  t h a t  you made the solat iurn payments? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Did t h e s e  t h ings  g e t  logged i n  by any chance 
through any a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  procedures? Did you keep a l o g  
on t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. When w e  s t a r t e d  ou t  w e  had nothing a t  
a l l  and w e  d i d n ' t  keep a l o g  on t h a t  k ind of t h i n g .  A s  I 
say,  a f t e r  w e  once g o t  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  g o t  se t  up a l i t t l e  b i t ,  
I f i n a l l y  found a f i l e  drawer some p l ace ,  d i d  s o r t  o f  keep 
a f i l e ,  b u t  it was a couple months be fo re  I w a s  a b l e  t o  g e t  
enough t o g e t h e r  t o  do t h i s .  

Q. L e t ' s  r e f e r  back t o  b e f o r e  December 1967. Where 
were you ass igned  be fo re  you jo ined t h e  11 th  Brigade? 

A. The Armor School.  
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Q - A t  t h e  Armor School? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q - And I be l ieve  you went t o  the C i v i l  Affa i rs  
School? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When was t h a t ,  j u s t  d i r e c t l y  before you went t o  
Vietnam? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  from some t i m e  i n  October to--I think 
it was October through December. 

Q - C i v i l  Affa i rs  School emphasizes counterinsurgency 
operations.  Do they emphasize the  S5 p a r t  of i t ?  

A. That 's  r i g h t .  

Q - Did you f e e l  from your observation, a f t e r  you 
had been there  a while, t h a t  the  4/3 Infantry was wel l  ground- 
ed i n  the S5 s i d e  of counterinsurgency? 

A. I wanted t o  see more done a l l  the way around. I 
proposed from time t o  time ideas t h a t  involved the S5 more. 
However i n  t a lk ing  t o  o ther  S5 's ,  I f e l t  we were doing as  
much as some of t h e  o thers .  

0- What was the  approach and the a t t i t u d e  of the  S3 
shop, f o r  instance,  of winning the  hea r t s  and the  minds of 
the people? 

A. I n  4/3 Infantry? 

Q - Yes. 

A. I n  4/3  Infant ry ,  I thought they accepted t h a t  idea.  
They d i d n ' t  give a l l  of the emphasis t h a t  I would have l iked ,  
but  I was included i n  operations.  

0. Do you f e e l  t h a t  i n  Task Force Barker t h i s  was 
the  case? 

A. A s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  I don ' t  think t h a t  they did.  
From ta lk ing  t o  Lieutenant WYNDHAM I got  t h e  impression t h a t  

(GOUZOULESI 28 APP T-242 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

he was s o r t  of  pushed o f f  t o  t h e  co rne r  and made t o  do j u s t  
some automat ic  t h i n g s  t h a t  were supposed t o  have been accom-
p l i shed .  H e  d i d n ' t  have much o f  a  voice .  

Q e  Okay. L e t ' s  go back o u t s i d e  t h e  TOC now. W.as 
Major CALHOUN e x c i t e d  o r  hea ted  dur ing  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  o r  
had he cooled  o f f ,  o r  what? O r  d i d  t h i s  r e k i n d l e  h i s  i r e ?  

A. H e  wasn ' t  angry a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  no, sir. When h e ' s  
angry ,  h e ' s  extremely angry.. The re ' s  no doubt i n  anybody's 
mind. 

Q Did you g e t  any impress ion a t  a l l  t h a t  he  may
have had something bo the r i ng  him about  t h i s ,  o u t s i d e  o f  
t h e  grave i n s u l t  t h a t  you had passed on? 

A. No, sir. Once w e  had ou r  t a l k ,  t h a t  was it. I t  
was never  e v e r  aga in  brought  up. 

Q- But dur ing  t h i s  conversa t ion ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a t  
t h e  end of  it, do you recall anything where he might have 
s a i d ,  "Well, okay, t h a t ' s  what you meant, b u t  i f  you h e a r  
anything I sugges t  t h a t  you keep your mouth shu t . "  

A. H e  may have s a i d  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- What I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t  i s  he  may have r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  you we ren ' t  t h i n k i n g  i n  t e r m s  of ano the r  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  
he knew about .  Therefore  i f  it e v e r  came t o  your a t t e n t i o n ,  
he wanted you t o  j u s t  f o r g e t  it, t h a t  s o r t  of  t h ing?  

A. The on ly  t h i n g  I i n t e r p r e t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l ,  I f e l t  t h a t  he  was s t i l l  concerned about  t h e  name 
of Task Force Barker  and he  thought  t h a t  I had s l ande red  
it. H e  took it--I took it i n  t h a t  l i g h t .  T h a t ' s  what he 
wanted from m e .  

COL FRANKLIN: DO you r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON e v e r  c a l l i n g  
your b a t t a l i o n  commander up, Colonel ADKINS, and t a l k i n g  t o  
him very  s t r o n g l y  about  t h e  S5 program i n  your b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  H e  may have s a i d  something, b u t  
I .don1t know t h a t  he  c a l l e d .  

Q. When you i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h i s  t h i n g  f o r  t h i s  Vietna-
mese a g r i c u l t u r a l  worker,  you d o n ' t  recall whom you t a l k e d  t o  
i n  Task Force Barker? 
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A. No, sir. The people-who were l e f t  from Task Force 
Barker. 

0 Whom would you normally t a l k  t o  i n v e s t i g a t i n g
something l i k e  t h i s ?  

I 

A. The people involved i n  t he  i nc iden t .  Things t h a t  
I d i d  take  i n t o  cons idera t ion  i n  making sola t ium payments was 
the  l oca t ion  of t he  i n c i d e n t  and whether o r  no t  I 
might be paying VC. 

0- Before we go i n t o  t h a t ,  you've g o t  somebody who's 
j u s t  l o s t  h i s  wife  and you want t o  f i n d  o u t  something. Now 
you ' re  i n  another b a t t a l i o n .  You j u s t  c a n ' t  go wandering 
around i n  t h i s  o the r  b a t t a l i o n ,  you've g o t  to--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  When I found o u t  t h a t  t h i s  man w a s  C) 
involved,  Task Force Barker had been disbanded. There w a s  rC 
very l i t t l e  l e f t  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  Task Force Barker a t  t h e  time. C3 

Now I t a lked  t o  some of t h e  people involved. I th ink  Ser-
geant  WARREN w a s  one of t he  people t h a t  I t a lked  t o .  H e  w a s  -I 
f a m i l i a r  wi th  the  s u b j e c t ,  he s a i d  he was. I t a l k e d  t o  him -I 
about it. H e  explained what happened and I be l i eve  t h a t ' s  
where I go t  some of my answers. H e  s a i d  he was o u t  wi th  the  
u n i t  that day. 

Q. Did you f e e l  t h a t  it had been i n v e s t i g a t e d  and 
w a s  i n  f a c t  an acc iden t ,  o r  d i d  you j u s t  f e e l  s o r t  of a 
requirement t o  r e p o r t  back t o  t h i s  Vietnamese? 

A. I had the  f e e l i n g  it had been taken care o f .  I 
w a s  given t h a t  impression. 

I0: You d i d n ' t  go back and t a l k  t o  your o l d  f r i e n d  
CALHOUN on t h a t ,  knowing t h a t  he came from Task Force Barker? 

A. I d o n l t  remember whether I d i d  o r  d i d n ' t ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  you ' re  r i g h t  a t  the  LZ toge ther .  I f  you ' re
going t o  check on anything,  it would seem t o  m e  t h a t  he would 
be one of t he  f i r s t  ones you'd t a l k  t o .  

A. I c a n ' t  remember whether I d id .  I may have o r  I 
may no t  have. But I agree ,  it would seem t h a t  way. 

0. N o w ,  I asked you before  i f  Colonel ANISTRANSKI 
had come down t o  t a l k  t o  you about t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  
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A.  Yes, sir.  I don ' t  remember t h a t  he d id .  

Q g  
 Some o t h e r  people we've t a l k e d  t o  understood 
t h a t  t h i s  word a l s o  go t  t o  Colonel ANISTRANSKI. He came 
down and you had a head t o  head on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  th ing .  

A. The only th ing  t h a t  I remember Colonel ANISTRANSKI 
came down t o  t a l k  t o  m e  on was t h i s  i n c i d e n t  involving the  
VIP payments, t h e  V I P  c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q. And when was t h a t ?  , 

A. That was, I be l i eve ,  16 June. I th ink  I ' v e  s t a t e d  
t h a t .  I thought I might have a da t e  on here .  I th ink  it 
was 16 June. 

Q- Did you ever  s e e , a n y  VC propaganda coming i n  from 
ou t  around t h e  Batangan Peninsula? 

A. No, sir. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I d i d n ' t  s ee  any. La te r  
on I saw VC propaganda, q u i t e  a b i t  of it,  b u t  I hadn ' t  seen 
any up t o  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q- NOW you've made one i n t e r e s t i n g  s ta tement .  You 
s a i d  you wanted t o  make s u r e  you weren ' t  making so la t ium 
payments t o  a VC. What were the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  you received 
concerning sola t ium payments f o r  t h e  death o r  i n j u r y  of a 
noncombatant? 

A. Death o r  i n j u r y  of a noncombatant; I would make 
sola t ium payments. I would i n v e s t i g a t e .  

Q. Suppose .they were VC? Suppose it was a wi fe  of 
somebody i n  t he  VC, o r  t h e  c h i l d ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  
t h a t  you e i t h e r  knew o r  suspected of being a VC? 

A. I d i d - n o t  make payments. I won't say I d i d n ' t  
make payments. I d i d  n o t  make--there were no s p e c i f i c  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  given t o  me  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  th ing .  

Q. I know t h a t .  

A. I made t h i s  r u l e .  

Q. That w a s  your own i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q - do you wouldn' t  purposely pay sola t iums f o r  a non-
combatant who was a dependent, l e t ' s  say,  of a VC? 

A. If I s t rong ly  suspected t h a t  he w a s  VC, no. ' I f  
I were convinced t h a t  t h e  person were innocent ,  I would and 
o f t e n  d id ,  

Q. Now t h i s  a r ea  where w e  ' r e  looking he re  ( i nd i -
c a t i n g ) ,  genera l ly  speaking,  I V  and up and t o  t h e  nor th ,  
even f a r t h e r  i n  than t h a t ,  some ki lometers  from t h e  China 
Sea, t h i s  is a l l  considered VC t e r r i t o r y .  

A. I made some payments o u t  t he re .  

Q ,  W e l l ,  t h e y ' r e  VC, every th ing  ou t  t h e r e  is consi-
dered VC, i s n ' t  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - So your s ta tement  i s n ' t  q u i t e  c o n s i s t e n t .  

A. I made value judgments. I pa id  when I could t o  
t he  people involved when I heard about t he  i nc iden t s .  

Q. Now when you took over t h i s ,  do you remember re-
ce iv ing  perhaps an ino rd ina t e  number of sola t ium payments t o  
be paid  i n  this a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  ou t  i n  t h i s  area around 
~ i n k v i l l eo r  My L a i  and s o  on, reques t s  f o r  payments? 

A. I don ' t  remember any payments o r  reques t s  f o r  any 
payments t o  be made o u t  i n  t h i s  a rea .  I subsequently made 
a couple nor th  of what you've colored i n  here .  I b e l i e v e  up 
i n  he re  ( i nd i ca t ing )  . I can'  t remember now. 

Q. The Son H a i  a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I don ' t  remember eve r  making any sola-  
tium payments dwn i n  t h i s  a r e a  o r  having any r eques t s  f o r  
any. I never came down i n  t h i s  a r ea ,  

Q- Did you eve r  g e t  any f o r  Quang Ngai Ci ty  o r  Son 
Tinh Vil lage 3 

A. NO, sir. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  see any VC propaganda a l l  the t i m e  
t h a t  you were there as t h e  553 
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A.  I never  saw any VC propaganda un t i l - - Ju ly  o r  Aug- 
u s t  was when I s t a r t e d  s ee ing  VC propaganda, b u t  it was up 
i n  t h e  196th a r ea .  

Q- Here is  a two-page t r a n s l a t i o n  of  a VC b roadcas t  
( ~ x h i b i t  M-35) t h a t  was typed o u t .  I would ask i f  you have 
heard  of t h i s  p i ece  of  propaganda? (Witness rece ived  and 
examined t h e  document.) Have you eve r  seen--

A. ( In t e rpos ing )  I ' v e  seen t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one. 

Q. Did you eve r  see any of  t h i s  a t  t h e  t o p  of  t h a t  
second page t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Did you have anything l i k e  t h i s  c a l l e d  t o  your 
a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. There were t i m e s  when 
they made g e n e r a l  accusa t ions  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember any th ing  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q e  When you were t h e  S5 of t h e  4 /3  I n f a n t r y ,  d i d  you 
ever  r e c e i v e  any informat ion concerning VC propaganda ou t  i n  
t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  Batangan Peninsula ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  they wanted 
t o  g e t  revenge f o r  what might have taken p l ace  i n  March, arm-
bands, uniform t a g s ,  p o s t e r s ,  and s o  on? 

A .  ~ o t  The t h i n g  t h a t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I remember 
about VC propaganda a t  t h e  t i m e  was t h a t  they were saying 
r ight 'Laf ter  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  t h a t  they  had occupied Chu La i .  
This  was in format ion  t h a t  they were pass ing  on i n  t h e  4/3 
In f an t ry  AO. 

Q. Now, when you were t h e  S5 up h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ),
d id  you e v e r  have t h e  VC come i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and more o r  
less wholesale s l a u g h t e r  women and c h i l d r e n  and s o  on? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .. Where d i d  t h i s  t a k e  p lace?  

A. Up i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  They came i n t o  t h i s  
v i l l a g e  here .  

Q. What d i d  t hey  do? 
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A. I n  every hootch they threw a grenade and genera l ly  
wreaked havoc. There was a school  o u t  t h e r e ,  it w a s  a Catho l ic  
school ,  because I went over t o  s ee  the man and he asked me 
t o  assist him. 

Q - How many were k i l l e d ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. There weren ' t  as many k i l l e d  a s  
t h e r e  were wounded. Possibly  fou r  people k i l l e d .  

Q *  Qui te  a few wounded and q u i t e  a few hootches 
burned down? 

A. They weren ' t  burned down, they were damaged by 
grenades. 

Q - I understand t h a t  whi le  you were a t  L2 Do t t i e ,  
t he  VC came i n  t o  Xuan Yen Tay and k i l l e d  more than a few 
women, ch i ld ren ,  and o l d  men i n  t h e r e  one n i g h t ,  r i g h t  
ac ross  the street from LZ Dot t ie?  

A. You mean t h i s  v i l l a g e  he re ,  s ir ,  the one r i g h t  -I 

he re  ( i nd i ca t ing ) ? 
-4 

Q - Y e s .  

A. No, sir. They would every once i n  a whi le  come i n  
i n  groups of four  o r  f i v e  and run around the  v i l l a g e ,  bu t  
they never--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  What was t h e  name of the  o t h e r  v i l -  
l age  you were l o c a t i n g  up the re?  I t  looks t o  me  it i s  about 2 
t o  3 "c l i cks"  nor th  of LZ Dot t ie  o f f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  o r  the  high- 
way? 

A. I c a n ' t  s e e  it. 

Q. W e l l ,  'how many ki lometers  nor th  of LZ Dot t ie  on 
Highway l ?  

A. About f o u r ,  sir. 

0 a. Four ki lometers  nor th?  On the  west s i d e ?  

A. On t h e  w e s t  side, and poss ib ly  f i v e  ki lometers .  

Q. Four t o  f i v e  ki lometers  w e s t  of  Highway l ?  
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A. The VC had come i n t o  Xuan Yen Tang, b u t  they  
hadn ' t  k i l l e d  anybody t o  my knowledge. But they  had come 
i n t o  t h e r e .  

Q- Did you eve r  hea r  of an RF company be ing  a t t a cked  
on H i l l  85? P a r t  of t h e  men were k i l l e d  and some of them were 
abducted, and about  70 t o  80 women and c h i l d r e n  were abducted 
a s  w e l l  and never  heard from a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. I remember hea r ing  something about  an RF company 
t h a t  was overrun down t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  about a l l  I remember. 

Q- R e m e m b e r  t h e  t ime? 

A. The s p r i n g  of  the year .  I t  was May maybe. 

Q- You heard  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  from somebody
e a r l i e r  when you t a l k e d  t o  t he se  people a t  t h i s  luncheon. 
Did you hear  of any o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  be ing  conducted 
e i t h e r  by t h e  U.S. o r  t h e  ARVN's? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Did anybody eve r  come around t o  t ake  test imony
from you when you were a t  LZ Do t t i e  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER? Did 
you e v e r  see him t ak ing  test imony from anybody o r  anything of  
t h a t  n a t u r e  concerning an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir .  

Q- Did you eve r  h e a r  of an ARVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by
provihce o r  by Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. You s t ayed  t h e r e  when WARREN was around t h e r e  and 
some of  t h e s e  o t h e r  people w e r e  around t h e r e .  Did you eve r  
have any cause from s t a t emen t s ,  o r  comments, o r  even rumors 
o r  hearsay t o  su spec t  t h a t  something unusual took p l ace  down 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  of  P i n k v i l l e  a long about t h e  middle of March? 

A. No, sir. This  t h i n g  came t o  l i g h t  i n  t h e  papers.  
I ' v e  wracked my b r a i n  t o  t h ink  of  anything t h a t  I knew about 
t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  and I never  heard  anything l i k e  t h a t .  
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MR MACCRATE: Captain GOUZOULES, were you a t  any t i m e  eve r  
t o l d  i n  connection with  your remarks a t  t h i s  luncheon by t h e  
o t h e r s  a t  Binh Son D i s t r i c t  headquar ters  t o  mind your own 
business?  Were you ever  given t h a t  advice by any of  your 
supe r io r s?  

A. A l l  I remember r i g h t  now i s  I was t o l d  t o  s t a y  
o u t  of--stay away from LZ Dot t ie .  Tha t ' s  about as  f a r  as it 
went, because of Major CALHOUN's i re .  

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of anyone t e l l i n g  you 
t o  mind your own bus iness?  

A. I f  somebody s a i d  t h a t ,  it was s a i d  i n  t h a t  connec-
t i o n .  

Q - W e l l ,  d i d  you have duty r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  	 FJ 
r-

extended t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. Only as  our  A O 1 s  over lap  as I understood it. 

Q - So, i f  you understand your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  they 
d i d  extend t o  t h e  A0 of Task Force Barker? 

A. When I say t h a t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about Highway 1, be-
cause i n  o rde r  f o r  m e  t o  become a c t i v e  a t  a l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
when I f i r s t  s t a r t e d ,  I had t o  t r a v e l  Highway 1 between 
Son Tinh, Binh Son, and Chu L a i .  I had t o  use the  road and 
along t h a t  road I took it upon myself t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  people 
and work wi th  t h e  people even though my own A 0  a c t u a l l y  was 
500 meters w e s t  of Highway 1. I never knew t h a t  it extended 
e a s t  of Highway 1. 

Q- Did you eve r  s t o p  i n  t he  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  head-
q u a r t e r s  and have a meal wi th  them as  you were going back 
and f o r t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d i d  t h i s  q u i t e  o f t en .  

Q- And from time t o  t i m e  you t a l k e d  t o  Captain 
RODRIGUEZ? 

A .. Y'es., sir. I t a l k e d  t o  him, too.  

0. Do you ever  remember t a l k i n g  t o  Captain RODRIGUEZ 
about t h e  	matter of t rea tment  of c i v i l i a n s  a t  t h e  Son Tinh 
ist r i c t ?  
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A. I remember some such conversa t ion .  

Q. What can you t e l l  us about  t h a t ?  

A. I remember him t e l l i n g  m e  about  t h e  way t h e  RF's 
and P F ' s  ope r a t ed  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and I d i d n ' t  t h i nk  t h a t  it w a s  
t he  proper  way t o  a c t .  I thought  t h a t  they were r a t h e r  
rough on t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  a r ea .  However, I d o n ' t  remember 
t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  of Task Force Barker  was e v e r  brought  up. 

Q- Did he t e l l  you about t h e  problems t h a t  t h e y  had 
had w i th  anyone going o u t  of  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  head-
q u a r t e r s  on an ope ra t i on  w i th  t h e  American f o r c e s ,  some of 
t h e  loca l ,  Vietnamese personnel?  

A. How do you mean, s i r ?  

Q- W e l l ,  f o r  example, there were some Nat iona l  P o l i c e  
s t a t i o n e d  a t  Son Tinh Dis t r ic t ,  wasn ' t  t h e r e ?  On occas ion  they 
went on ope ra t i ons  wi th  Task Force Barker? 

A. They may have. I--

Q. ( I n t e rpos ing )  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  I remember t h a t  he mentioned 
t h e  RF's  going o u t  and t h e  way they  t r e a t e d  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
from t i m e  t o  t i m e .  I d o n ' t  remember any i n c i d e n t  t h a t  oc-
cu r r ed  between t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  and U.S. t r oops  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  

Q. Not between, b u t  wh i l e  t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  w e r e  
accompanying U. S. t r oops ? 

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t .  I had a l o t  of  conver-
s a t i o n s  and I d o n ' t  remember a l l  o f  t h i s .  

10: Did t h e  thought  e v e r  occur  t o  you what JOHNSON 
and MOORE were t a l k i n g  about ,  t h a t  it might n o t  have been 
t h a t  woman t h a t  you thought  about  l a t e r ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q 6 Never? 


A. No, sir. The only  t h i n g  they  e v e r  t a l k e d  about  as 
f a r  a s  the P i n k v i l l e  is  concerned w a s  t h e  t i m e - - I  guess  he  
g o t  a S i l v e r  S t a r  f o r  i t ?  
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A. WARREN. I ' v e  fo rgo t t en  what he a c t u a l l y  s a i d .  H e  
w a s  always t e l l i n g  war s t o r i e s ,  b u t  he s a i d  it w a s  ho t .  He 
g o t  o f f  an a i r c r a f t  wi th  Colonel BARKER and they were urider 
heavy a t t a c k  a t  t h e  time--they were under f i r e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
and he s tayed  on t h e  ground and they evacuated some American 
s o l d i e r s  as I remembered it. Tha t ' s  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  I remem-
b e r  from P inkv i l l e .  

0. Well, Captain GOUZOULES, w e  app rec i a t e  your coming 
in- -
A. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  s o r r y  t h a t  I haven ' t  been much 
of a help.  

Q. W e l l ,  we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  put  t h i s  s t o r y  toge the r .  
W e ' l l  follow o u t  any lead  we can g e t ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  some 
a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion w i l l  probably come t o  mind and I 
would reques t  t h a t  when you leave here  t h a t  you keep think- 
i ng  about t h i s  t h i n g  and i f  you remember *re d e t a i l s  of t he  
exchange between yourse l f  and Major CALHOUN, t h i s  would be 
h e l p f u l  f o r  us. I n  add i t i on ,  i f  you know of any documents 
o r  r e p o r t s  of any k ind ,  maps, a e r i a l  photos,  photos, anything 
of t h i s  na tu re ,  they would be h e l p f u l  t o  us. We're i n v e s t i -
ga t ing  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process of what happened a t  My Lai 
on 16 March 1968, s o  anything t h a t  is  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  we'd l i k e  t o  hear  about it. 

A. Fine ,  sir. 

Q- Now, I w i l l  g ive  you an opportuni ty  i f  you'd l i k e  
t o  ask any ques t ions  o r  i f  you would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement  
i n t o  t h e  record.  

A. I have a ques t ion  t h a t  may be o u t  of l i n e  i n  ask- 
ing ,  b u t  I'm i n t e r e s t e d  i n  knowing whether o r  no t  you d i d  f i n d  
o r  a s c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  such an inc iden t?  

Q. Tha t ' s  one o f  t h e  t h ings  we ' re  working on and-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  It r a t h e r  shocked m e  t h a t  such an 
i n c i d e n t  was repor ted .  There have been inc iden t s  I know and 
more specifical ly--some shoot ing t h a t  took p lace  i n  t h e  196th. 
They were ind iv idua l  ca ses ,  and they are a l l  a matter of record.  
The MP's i nves t iga t ed  them and so la t ium was pa id  and a l l  t h i s .  
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I wasn ' t  aware of  any major massacre having taken  p l a c e  down 
the re .  My concern was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  the G I  towards t h e  
Vietnamese more than t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I knew t h a t  an i n c i d e n t  
had taken p l ace .  I thought a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e r e  seemed t o  be 
a l a ck  of  emphasis on the meaning o f  what w e  were doing. t h e r e ,  
why w e  were t h e r e ,  what our  job was. These w e r e  my i n t e r p r e t -
a t i o n s  I should  say .  A s  I s a y ,  I was s u r p r i s e d  when I heard  it. 

9- Have you e v e r  had the f e e l i n g ,  Captain GOUZOULES, 
t h a t  this a spec t  was n o t  g e t t i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  suppor t  from t h e  
d i v i s i o n  l e v e l ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  G5 a t  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Which a spec t ?  I n  t h e  S5 end of it; s i r ?  

Q W e l l ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t o  us t h a t  you were concerned 
t h a t  t h e r e  j u s t  wasn ' t  s u f f i c i e n t  emphasis on g e t t i n g  ac ros s  
the message as t o  why you w e r e  t h e r e  and t h e  s p e c i a l  problems 
that - -

A .  ( In t e rpos ing )  During my e a r l y  s t a y  w i th  t h e  
America1 Division, .  t h e  emphasis wasn ' t  p laced  on t h i s  a r e a ,  
b u t  subsequent ly  they d i d  change their a t t i t u d e  q u i t e  a b i t .  
W e  w e r e  i n  the 196th--

Q- ( In t e rpos ing )  Would you r e l a t e  t h a t  t o  a pe r iod
i n  t ime? 

A. W e l l ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w e  had a r i c e - d e n i a l  which 
r e a l l y  bothered me .  I t  was i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of t h e  y e a r ,  s p r i n g  
h a r v e s t ,  which is  gene ra l l y  dur ing  t h e  month of  March i n t o  
Apr i l .  I thought t h a t  we're j u s t  paying l i p  s e r v i c e  t o  t h i s  
r i c e -den i a l  p l an  and that - -wel l ,  w e  opera ted  a long t h i s  v a l l e y  
he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , t h e  D i e m  D i e m  Val ley ,  and w e  conducted pa-
t r o l s  throughout the.Diem D i e m  Val ley  f o r  a pe r iod  of 2 t o  3 
months. W e  used PYSOP methods, loudspeakers and t h e  works, 
b u t  w e  d i d  n o t  invo lve  ou r se lve s  i n  any way i n  he lp ing  t h e  
Vietnamese t o  h a r v e s t  t h e  rice. That was a l l  l e f t  t o  them. 
W e  d i d  n o t  t a k e  any a c t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  rice. I thought 
t h e  i dea  as  they had t a l k e d  about it a t  t h e  C i v i l  A f f a i r s  
School,  a c e n t r a l  s t o r a g e  a r e a  would have been e r e c t e d  t h e r e ,  
and I thought t h a t  t h i s  h a d n ' t  been done and w e  should've--our 
p lans  were l a i d  la te .  W e  were a l ready  i n t o  t h e  season when w e  
a c t u a l l y  s t a r t e d  making p lans  and working on r i c e - d e n i a l  op-
e r a t i o n s ,  and f o r  it t o  have r e a l l y  been e f f e c t i v e  w e  would 
have had t o  s t a r t  much e a r l i e r .  
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Q. Did you t a l k  about  any of t h e s e  concerns of yours
wi th  Colonel ANISTRANSKI o r  anyone f rom.Divis ion? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I did.. A t  t h e  t i m e  I a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  
Colonel HOLTOM about it and w e  d i scussed  it--

Q- ( In t e rpos ing )  Could you t a l k  t o  HOLTOM e a s i e r  
than you could ANISTRANSKI? 

A. I s a w  Major HOLTOM more than  I saw Colonel 
ANISTRANSKI . 
Q One was t h e  PYSOP o f f i c e r ,  and t h e  o t h e r  was t h e  
c i v i l  a f f a i r s  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Major HOLTOM a t  t h e  t i m e  seemed very in -
t e r e s t e d  i n  u s ing  t h e  PYSOP people,  and I th ink  he  t r i e d  t o  
use them. W e  s t a r t e d  to--I thought w e  worked very w e l l  w i th  
him. 

C 

10: W e l l ,  thank you very much. W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your Q3 
m

coming. 

The hea r ing  w i l l  be recessed.  -I 
-I 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1547 hours ,  26 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GREER, Thomas F . ,  Jr.  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 23 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: F i r s t  L i e u t e n a n t ,  
L ia i son  O f f i c e r  f o r  4/3 t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade ( L i a i s o n  
O f f i c e r  f o r  l l t h  Brigade t o  Div i s ion  from 30 March t o  
15 June  196 8 )  . 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  was n o t  s u r e  o f  t h e  day o f  h i s  change 
o v e r  from l i a i s o n  f o r  4/3 t o  l i a i s o n  f o r  t h e  l l t h  Brigade 
Dut knew it was sometime dur ing  t h e  month o f  March ( p g . 2 ) .  
H e  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam on 16 December a t  which t ime he 
took o v e r  t h e  job of  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  from t h e  4/3 t o  t h e  
b r i g a d e  (pg. 3) . H i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was t o  t r a n s m i t  p l a n s  
and o p e r a t i o n s  from h i s  u n i t  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l  and t o  
b r i n g  back v e r b a l  o r d e r s  o r  v e r b a l  d e s i r e s  from t h e  
commander o r  t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  t o  h i s  u n i t  (pg. 3) . 
H e  was a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  w r i t i n g  up t h e  d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
t h e  INTSUM, and t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  summary each n i g h t  (pg. 3 )  . 
H e  would a l s o  p r o j e c t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  2 4  h o u r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  n i g h t  l o c a t i o n s  and p o s s i b l e  ambush s i t es  (pg. 3 ) .  
A s  t h e  b r i g a d e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t o  d i v i s i o n  he d i d  e s s e n t i a l l y  
t h e  same t h i n g s ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  he a t t e n d e d  t h e  n i g h t l y  b r i e f i n g  
a t  which t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  b r i e f e d  General  KOSTER (pg. 3 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  was t h e  4/3 l i a i s i o n  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  
change o f  command ceremony when Colonel  HENDERSON rep laced  
General  LIPSCOMB (pg. 4 )  . 
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2 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT ON 16 MARCH. 

a. The KIA-weapons cap tu red  r a t i o .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he n o t i c e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
between t h e  enemy K I A  and t h e  number o f  weapons c a p t u r e d  
(pg. 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l though he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  
f i g u r e s  he made t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  when they  were w r i t i n g  
t h e i r  r e p o r t s  (pg. 7 )  . H e  c r e d i t e d  p a r t  o f  t h i s  t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  t h e  u n i t s  were c o n t a c t i n g  
t h e  enemy,not  i n  twos and t h r e e s t b u t  i n  p l a t o o n  and i n  
companies (pg. 2 8 ) .  

b .  H i s  i n fo rmat ion  from t h e  PI0  shop. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was f r i e n d l y  wi th  t h e  
o f f i c e r s  i n  the PI0  shop,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  A r t  DUNN, C.H.  REHM, 
and John MOODY (pg. 7 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  some comment be ing  
made by HAEBERLE and & h e r s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  it was "kind I 

o f  a n  u n r e a l  o p e r a t i o n "  (pg. 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any I 

comments from any o f  t h e  o t h e r  b r i g a d e ' s  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  
(pg* 8) 

c .  Other  sources  o f  in fo rmat ion .  

Aside from t h e  mention i n  t h e  PI0  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  
w i t n e s s  h e a r d  no rumors concerning t h e  16 March i n c i d e n t  
(pg. 2 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  
i n  which t h e  Task Force Barker o p e r a t i o n  o f  16 March 
through .18  March was d i s c u s s e d ,  because he  was s t i l l  t h e  
l i a i s o n  f o r  4 / 3  a t  t h e  t i m e  (pg. 2 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
t h e  b r i e , f i n g  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  g i v i n g  
t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 9 ) .  Normally, Major 
MCKNIGHT b r i e f e d  f o r  t h e  S3 s e c t i o n  (pg.  9 ) .  Major CALHOUN 
was t h e  primary S3 a s s i s t a n t  (pg. 1 0 ) .  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE 
would g i v e  t h e  S2 b r i e f i n g  (pg. 1 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  
no comments be ing  made by t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  b r i g a d e  
w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 9 )  . 
3 .  HANDLING OF REPORTS. 

The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  d e t a i l  h i s  f u n c t i o n  a s  l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r  and "mailman" between b r i g a d e  and d i v i s i o n  (pgs .  12-15). 
I f  h e  had t aken  an  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  document t o  t h e  c h i e f  o f  
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s t a f f s  o f f i c e ,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  he would l e a v e  i t  wi th  t h e  
c l e r k  (pg .  1 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h e r e  was no way t o  
account  f o r  t h e  document and t h e  SOP was a l i t t l e  " loose"  
(pgs .  1 5 ,  1 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  it would b e  v i r t u a l l y  
imposs ib le  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  a document d i d  i n  f a c t  e x i s t  
(pg.  1 6 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  Colonel  PARSON and r e c a l l e d  
d e l i v e r i n g  documents t o  h i s  o f f i c e  (pgs .  1 7 ,  18)  . He would 
l e a v e  t h e  documents w i t h  an NCO who worked i n  t h e  o u t e r  
o f f i c e  (pg.  1 8 ) .  Even i f  t h e  document was marked 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  i t  would have been l e f t  w i t h  t h e  c l e r k  i f  t h e  
c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  was n o t  a v a i l a b l e  and t h e r e  would be  
no s i g n a t u r e  f o r  the document (pg. 1 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  had 
n o t  seen  ~ x h i b i t  R-1 b e f o r e ,  a l though  he f e l t  he would 
have remembered it had he c a r r i e d  i t  (pgs .  1 9 ,  20) . I f  
he had g o t t e n  a document such a s  t h a t  t o  d e l i v e r  t o  t h e  
commanding g e n e r a l  he would have l e f t  it wi th  t h e  same 
c l e r k  i n  t h e  o u t e r  o f f i c e  (pg. 21) . 
4 .  INVESTIGATIONS. 

While he  was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  he  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON g i v i n g  him any s p e c i f i c  
d e t a i l s  r ega rd ing  o p e r a t i o n s  of  B / 4 / 3  w i t h  Task Force 
Bakker (pg. 1 0 ) .  While t h e  b r i g a d e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  he 
d i d  n o t  recall  any conversa t ions  a t  b r i g a d e  o r  d i v i s i o n  
concerning t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  o r  any d i s c u s s i o n  e i t h e r  
a t  d i v i s i o n  o r  b r i g a d e  l e v e l  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  1 6 ) .  
While he  was i n  Vietnam he never  saw any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
concerning Task Force B a r k e r ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  (pg. 2 1 ) .  
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(The hear ing reconvened a t  1420 hours,  23 January 
1970. ) 

MR WEST: The hear ing w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The following persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, LTC 
PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

I have a document f o r  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  record.  
prel iminary i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  be read by wi tnesses  appearing 
before  t h i s  hear ing  i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record and i d e n t i -  
f i e d  a s  Exhib i t  M-57. 

The nex t  wi tness  i s  M r .  Thomas F. GREER. 

(MR GREER was c a l l e d  a s  t h e  nex t  w i tnes s ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows:)  

RCDR : S t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupation,  and address?  

A. My name i s  Thomas Franc is  GREER, Jr. I am a 
s tuden t  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Colorado. I l i v e  a t  6292 
Arapaho i n  Boulder. 

MR WEST: Have you been provided wi th  a copy of t h e  
prel iminary i n s t r u c t i o n s  concerning t h e  na tu re  and purpose 
of t h e  Peers Inqui ry  by t h e  recorder?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You have read  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir,  I have. 

Q- These i n s t r u c t i o n s  have been admitted i n t o  
evidence a s  Exh ib i t  M-57. 

M r .  GREER, have you rece ived  one of t he  o rde r s  
of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  case  o f .  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. 
Calley o r  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Mitchel l?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q. M r .  GREER, f o r  t h e  record ,  were you a member of 
the  United S t a t e s  Army on 16 March 1968? 
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A. Yes, I was. 


Q. What was your grade and duty assignment? 


A. My grade was first lieutenant and my job respon- 

sibility was liaison officer for the 4/3 about that period, 

and then I obtained the job as brigade liaison officer &out 
that period. I am not quite sure when I was transferred , 
down there. 

Q- Was this the 1l:h Brigade? 


A. Yes. The 4/3 of the 11th Brigade and then the 

llth Brigade liaison, from brigade to division.. 


Q- How long did you have this duty? What was the 

inclusive period? 


A. Let's see. I was liaison officer during the 

whole period in Vietnam. I went over there with-- 


Q- (Interposing) As the 11th Brigade liaison to 

division? 


A. From the end of March into the middle of June 

when I received reassignment to the 5th Special Forces Group -I 
out of Nha Trang. I left brigade at that time and the 4 

division. 

Q. And during the month of March proper, you were 

the liaison for the 4/3? 


A. Yes. I'm not quite sure what day I went down 
there. I was liaison for the 4/3 during the month of March 
and liaison for the llth Brigade during the month of March. 
My job change came during that period. 

Q- Was that to division? 


A. Yes. 


MR WEST: Colonel PATTERSON, would you lead the interro- 

gation please? 


LTC PATTERSON:' Yes, sir. When did you go to Vietnam? 
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A. I a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, I th ink ,  on the  16th  of  
December. I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  11th  Brigade a s  t he  whole u n i t  
a r r i ved .  

Q. A t  t h a t  po in t  i n  time you were wi th  t h e  4/3? 

A. Right. 

Q A s  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t o  t h e  br igade? 

A. To t h e  br igade.  

Q What does t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  do? 

A. I n  f a c t ,  what I d id  o r  i n  theory? 

Q. What d i d  you do? 

A. My r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  w a s  t o  
t r ansmi t  p lans  and opera t ions  from my u n i t  t h a t  I w a s  
assigned t o  t o  t h e  h igher  l e v e l  and from t h e  higher  l e v e l  
t o  t r ansmi t  e i t h e r  ve rba l  o rde r s  o r  verba l  d e s i r e s  from 
t h e  commander and anything from any one of t he  s t a f f  sec-
t i o n s ,  t h e  S1  through t h e  S4 and p r imar i ly  f o r  t h e  S3, and 
t r ansmi t  t h a t  back down t o  my lower u n i t ,  o r  t h e  u n i t  which 
I w a s  a t t ached .  I n  add i t i on  t o  t h a t  I w a s  respons ib le  f o r  
w r i t i n g  up t h e  d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  INTSUM, and opera t ions  
summary each n igh t .  I would w r i t e  down t h e  ope ra t ion  w a s  
conducted by s o  and so ,  and what t h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e .  Then 
I would p r o j e c t  our  opera t ions  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  w i th in  t h e  
next  24 hours ,  and then I included n i g h t  l oca t ion6  and 
poss ib l e  ambush sites and p a t r o l s  t h a t  were ope ra t ing  i n  
t h e  a rea .  That was t r ansmi t t ed  ei ther--you know, br igade  
kept  i-t t h e r e  and t r ansmi t t ed  it forward t o  d i v i s i o n .  A s  
t h e  br igade  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  I d i d  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same 
th ing ,  except  I a t tended a n i g h t l y  b r i e f i n g ,  a t  which t i m e  
a l l  t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  b r i e f e d  General KOSTER. A s  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  I a t tended  a s i m i l a r  b r i e f i n g  
when General LIPSCOMB o r  Colonel HENDERSON, e i t h e r  one o f  
them, w e r e  b r i e f e d  by t h e  s t a f f  s ec t ions .  

Q. L e t ' s  t r y  t o  d i s s e c t  a l l  of t h e s e  and t a l k  
about each of  them a l i t t l e  b i t  wi th  s p e c i f i c  r e f e rence  
t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  is  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h i s  inqui ry .  F i r s t  
o f f ,  l e t ' s  s t a r t  o f f  wi th  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you became br igade  
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l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  which, i n  our re fe rence  he re ,  b r igade  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  means from br igade t o  d iv i s ion?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. When w e  r e f e r  t o  t h e  4/3 l i a i s o n  job t h a t  is 
from t h e  b a t t a l i o n  up t o  brigade.  With re fe rence  t o  estab-
l i s h i n g  t h e  t i m e ,  do you recall t h e  approximate t i m e  t h a t  
General LIPSCOMB l e f t  as br igade commander and.Colone1 
HENDERSON replaced him? 

A. Y e s .  I remember t h e  change of command ceremony. 

Q - D o  you recall t h e  da t e?  

A. I t  w a s  i n  March s o m e t i m e ,  I think.  I t  would be  
about then. 

Q. It  w a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  records  show 15  March. With 
re fe rence  t o  t h i s  t i m e  frame i n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  when d i d  
you become t h e  br igade l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ?  

A. I t  w a s  a f t e r  t h a t  t i m e .  

0- How much a f t e r ?  

A. Maybe a week or two. It w a s  r i g h t  around t h a t  
t i m e .  I know a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  change of command I w a s  
s t i l l  funct ioning as t h e  4/3 l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  

Q - A s  you were aware t h e  My L a i  i nc iden t  occurred 
on t h e  16 th  of March,, t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  change of command. 
In  your d u t i e s  a s  b a t t a l i o n  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  t o  whom d i d  
you r e p o r t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  brigade? 

A. Major MCKNIGHT. 
Q. Major MCKNIGHT, t h e  S3? 

A. H e  w a s  t h e  S3, yes.  I c a n ' t  quite--yes, t h a t ' s  
t r u e .  It was Major MCKNIGHT. A t  one t i m e  it w a s  Colonel 
BARKER.. I t 's  real hazy. I thought 'about t h i s .  A t  one t i m e  
I w a s  working f o r  Colonel BARKER, r epor t ing  t o  him. Then I 
s t a r t e d  r epor t ing  t o  Major MCKNIGHT, and I am c e r t a i n  t h a t ' s  
when they moved up t o  t h e  Task Force Barker. 
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Q. J u s t  t o  assist  you i n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  now, 
Task Force Barker was e s t ab l i shed  i n  January,  on o r  about 
20 January. Colonel BARKER, who up t o  t h a t  t i m e  had been 
t h e  S3 of t h e  br igade ,  moved and became t h e  commander of 
Task Force Barker,  which was formed from t h r e e  companies, 
each from t h e  3/1, one from t h e  4/3, and one from t h e  1/20. 
I be l i eve  Major MCKNIGHT took over t h e  S3 job. 

A. And Major CALHOUN . 
Q- Major CALHOUN, who a l s o  subsequently went t o  
Task Force Barker. 

A. A s  t h e  S3. 

Q. Okay. So then i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of February
and t h e  1st of March, you were r e p o r t i n g  t o  Major MCKNIGHT, 
t h e  S3 a t  br igade? . 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Did you con tac t  any o t h e r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  speci-
f i c a l l y  a t  br igade? 

A. Cer ta in ly .  I had t o  go see  them a l l .  

Q The primary s t a f f  o f f i c e r  o r  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n t s ?  

A. Usually--I had d i f f e r e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  and 
sometimes it would vary. Like,  sometimes I was given spec i -
f i c  t h ings  t o  do l i k e  ob ta in  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  .from 
Colonel BLACKLEDGE o r  Captain--he w a s  promoted t o  major--
SCHLEICHER, o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  Then I normally made 
a round t o  each s t a f f  s e c t i o n  t o  see i f  they had anything 
t o  go t o  my b a t t a l i o n  j u s t  on t h e  b a s i s  of t r y i n g  t o  cover 
everything.  

Q. W e l l ,  i f  w e  assume then t h a t  you became t h e  
br igade l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  sometime towards t h e  l a t te r  p a r t  of 
March, which I assume from your testimony is what you reco l -
l e c t  now, do you r e c a l l  hear ing  anything concerning t h e  My 
Lai  opera t ion  o r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of Task Force Barker t h a t  
occurred on 16 March whi le  you were b a t t a l i o n  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ?  

A. ' The-ope ra t ion ,  where they--the a r e a  t h a t  they had, 
P i n k v i l l e ,  you know w a s  no tor ious .  I had a couple of f r i e n d s  
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of mine wounded i n  an ope ra t ion  i n  t h a t  area p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  
W e  had two o r  t h r e e  major c o n f l i c t s  i n  t h a t  area. The 
primary th ings  t h a t  I heard about was when t h e  r e p o r t s  
were made on t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h a t  day, and when I a t tended  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  when Joe  REID would be making o u t  h i s  
reports--we usua l ly  made them o u t  toge ther .  

Q Joe  REID? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Who is  he? 

A. H e  was t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  f o r  BARKER. Of 
course ,  w e  used t o  work t h a t  complete AO, 4/3 d i d  u n t i l  
they  devised Task Force Barker. W e  had t h a t  whole a r e a  of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  when w e  c losed up. 

Q. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  p i n  down t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  ope ra t ion
t h a t  w e  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  t h e  one t h a t  occurred on 16 N 
March. I t ' s  recognized t h a t  a c t i v i t i e s  had occurred i n  t h e  UI 
P i n k v i l l e  area, and t h a t ' s  genera l ized ,  i n  January and CV) 

February. But t h i s  one p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i o n  is t h e  Task Force 
Barker opera t ion  t h a t  began on 16 March and l a s t e d  u n t i l  .i 
about t h e  18th .  Do you r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  r e p o r t s  concern- -I 
i n g  anything o u t  of t h e  ord inary  o r  unusual i n  your dea l ings  
a t  b r igade  wi th  any of t h e  people t h a t  you t a lked  with?  

A. No. The only t h i n g  t h a t  I r e a l l y  recall t h a t  
w a s  of any s ign i f i cance ,  ou t s ide  of a personal  observa t ion  
of t h e  number of people k i l l e d  o r  captured i n  r a t i o  t o  t h e  
weapons--that seemed unique i n  i t s e l f - - b u t  t h e  only  t h i n g  
o t h e r  than t h a t  w a s  t h a t  t h e  PI0 of f ice - - I  used t o  s t o p  o f f  
t he re .  One of t h e  men--and I am not  s u r e  which one t h a t .  
was--who was on t h e  opera t ion ,  made, you know, some pass ing 
remarks concerning, you know, he thought it w a s ,  you know, a 
l i t t l e  unique i n  t h e  f a c t  that - -

Q. ( I n t e ~ p o s i n g )  L e t ' s  t a k e  and d i s s e c t  what you
s a i d  t he re .  Now, t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  you s a i d  w a s  t h e  
weapons captured t o  t h e  personnel  repor ted  k i l l e d  w a s ,  you 
thought--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  yes ,  I thought it w a s  a 
li ' ttle odd. 
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Q. What were t h e  f i gu re s?  

A. Well, something l i k e ,  you know, i n  t h e  hundreds 
were k i l l e d ,  you know, and they only captured a couple of  
weapons. 

Q. Do you remember hear ing  anything about t h e  exac t  
f i gu re s?  

A. I d i d n ' t  hear  anything. This is what I read.  

Q- You read  t h i s  a f t e r  your a r r i v a l  back i n  t h e  
S t a t e s  o r  while you w e r e  i n  Vietnam? 

A. No, t h i s  was--well, I wouldn't  know which one 
t h i s  r e a l l y  was. I know t h e  f a c t  s t r u c k  m e  tha t - - the  num-
ber--the r a t i o  of captured o r  number k i l l ed - - I  c a n ' t  p inpoin t  
it down exac t ly .  

Q. You c a n ' t  p inpoin t  down i n  t h e  t i m e  frame? 

A. When I made t h e  observat ion is when we were 
making o u t  our  i n c i d e n t s  and s t u f f .  You know, "That ' s  p r e t t y  
heavy con tac t  f o r  what they go t  o u t  t he re"  would be the  
r e a c t i o n  t h a t  I go t .  

Q. Now, t e l l  m e  about t hese  con tac t s  i n  t h e  P I 0  wi th  
names and s p e c i f i c s ?  

A. A couple of l i e u t e n a n t s  i n  t h e r e  w e r e  my fr iends--  
you know, guys t h a t  I racked wi th  while I w a s  down the re .  I t  
would be--Art DUNN and C. H. REHM and John MOODY yere t h e  
t h r e e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e r e ,  and I used t o  s t o p  by and t a l k  t o  
them and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  They s e n t  someone o u t ,  I guess ,  
on t h e  opera t ion .  Well, I saw t h e  photographs by HAEBERLE i n  
L i f e-o r  Time, something l i k e  t h a t  and--I d o n ' t  know who it w a s  
they w e r e  t a l k i n g  about. I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  HAEBERLE o r  
whether they s e n t  o u t  a group. I t  seemed l i k e  it was a group 
thing.  But a t  t h e  t i m e  they w e r e  making some remarks l i k e  it 
was kind of an un rea l  operat ion.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  something about a conversat ion a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. Af te r  t h e  opera t ion  and as they  came back i n  t o  
do  whatever they  do wi th  it, you know, r e p o r t  or--I donl . t  
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know exact ly  what t h e  I0 does with t h e i r  s t u f f .  But these 
men--they were a l l  e n l i s t e d ,  and we were a l l  kind of i n  t h e  
hootch--

You used t o  read The Trident ,  d id  you? 

A. Yes. They had a paper they put  ou t  about every 
week, o r  2 weeks, o r  3 weeks. 

Q. That ' s  what they do with it. Now d id  you see  
the  a r t i c l e s  i n  The Trident about i t ?  

A. I ' m  sure  I read t h e  two a r t i c l e s .  N o w ,  I went-,. 
through a l l  t h e  l e t t e r s  t h a t  I s e n t  home. For some reason 
my mother kept them, and I s i f t e d  through them t o  see  i f  
the re  was anything i n  the re  t h a t  would ref resh  me, and I 
couldn 't . 
Q. Did you have any discussions with any o f . t h e  
brigade, o ther  brigade s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  other  than t h e  P I 0  
sec t ion ,  with reference t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  operation? 

A. No. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any conversations w i t h  t h e  S3 
o r  t h e  S2? 

A. No. 

Q. How about any of t h e  e n l i s t e d  within t h e  brigade 
s t a f f  sec t ions?  Did any of them comment i n  either.  way 
concerning t h i s  operation? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you know Sergeant GERBERDING? 

A. I know who he is. Yes, of course, I know him. 

Q Did he ever mention anything t o  you about i t ?  

A. No, he d idn ' t .  

Q- Did ~ O Uhear anything--now t h i s  is s t i l l  while 
you were t h e  b a t t a l i o n  l i a i s o n  officer--do you r e c a l l  hearing 
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anything about any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  concerning t h e  a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A. No. 

Q How about a t  t h e  br igade s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ?  L e t ' s  
say on 16 March, o r  17 March, o r  18 March? Do y o u . r e c a l 1  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r  g iv ing  t h e  s tat is ics of Task Force 
Barker ' s  opera t ions  on t h e  16 March? 

A. I r e a l l y  cou ldn ' t  say ,  b u t  I can v i s u a l l y  remem-
b e r  him s tanding  up and saying t h i s  i s  what happened. 

Q. Did Colonel HENDERSON a t t e n d  each and every one of  
t hese  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. I can only remember a very few occasions  when he 
d i d n ' t  a t t e n d ,  and, you know, he would always send h i s  assist-
an t .  But normally he was t h e r e  a t  every b r i e f i n g .  

9- Do you r e c a l l  any comments a t  any s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s
by any of t h e  i nd iv idua l s  who a t tended ,  which I assume 
included a l l  t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  of the brigade? Any comments 
by any of t h e  s e c t i o n s  wi th  r e f e rence  t o  t h e  opera t ions  of 

C Task Force Barker on 16 March i n  t h e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ?  
C 

A, NO, I c a n ' t .  
C3 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who the  b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r  was a t  
C~1 br igade  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I t  normally w a s  done by each s t a f f s o f f i c e r ,  
primary s t a f f  o f f i c e r .  

Q: Who d i d  it f o r  t h e  S3 s e c t i o n ?  

A. Major MCKNIGHT d id .  

Q- Did it himself?  

A. Every n i g h t  t h a t  he w a s  t h e r e .  I f  he  w a s  gone 
someplace, I ' m  s u r e  somebody else d i d  it, b u t  a s  I r e c a l l  he 
gave t h e  major i ty  of t h e  b r i e f i n g s  f o r  t h e  3 s e c t i o n .  

Q Who w a s  h i s  primary a s s i s t a n t ?  
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A. Major CALHOUN was his primary assistant, and 
then there was a major that was former Special Forces that 
was blond and heavy set, a real character, but I don't 
remember his name. 

Q Who gave the S2 briefing? 

A. Colonel BLACKLEDGE did in most cases. 

Q. Who was his assistant? 

A. He was later promoted to major. It would be 
SCHLEICHER, I think. I'm not sure of the name. He'was .,. . 

later promoted to major. He was a captain then, I think. 
He would give the briefings sometimes on several occasions. 

Q Instead of Colonel BLACKLEDGE? 

A. Instead of Colonel BLACKLEDGE. 

Q- Colonel BLACKLEDGE went to division, did he 
not? Did he go to division? 

A. I don't know. I know that even though he was 
promoted to lieutenant colonel, and it should have called 
for a major in that slot, he stayed there for quite some 
time. I don't know if he ever went to division or not. I 
left in June, and I think he was promoted sometime like 
maybe--

Q. (Interposing) Did Colonel HENDERSON ev.er talk to 
you, while you were battalion liaison officer now, with 
reference to the operations of B/4/3? 

Q- (Interposing) And their activities with Task 
Force Barker? 

A. That's difficult to say. Often times during 
the briefing, Colonel HENDERSON would turn to the liaison 
officer concerned and give him specific instructions con-
cerning the operation. I can't remember him ever giving 
me specific details that would be pertinent to their 
operations with Task Force Barker, but you know, something, 
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for example, "I would like you to work in a certain area. 
Would you tell Colonel ADKINS that?" And I'd say, "All 
right. " 

Q. As I understand it then, in your tour as a 
battalion liaison officer you heard nothing unusual about 
the Task Force Barker operation of 16 March except from the 
PI0 section? 

A. Yes. 

Q And that's the only contact that you can recall? 

A. That's true. 

Q. Let's move to your functions as a brigade liaison 
officer to division. I am assuming here that while you were 
still battalion liaison officer, you did not go to division. 

A. No, I didn't. 

Q. But as the brigade liaison officer, you did go to 
division. Your duties took you to division on a daily basis? 

A. Yes. Actually I was more or less based out of 
Chu Lai, and I would spend more time at division than I would 
at the brigade level--well, not necessarily. I would spend 
my nights up there. Let's put it that way. The chopper 
would pick me up in the morning, and I would go down to 
brigade, and contact all the staff officers, and usually 
have extensive conversations with Major MCKNIGHT.. After 
that was done I would go back up to division about 5 o'clock 
at night. 

Q. You would always make the division staff brief-
ings? 

A. Always. I went to the nightly briefings, the 
formal briefings-thatthey had. Then in the morning, rather 
than go to the morning briefings, I would go to the TOC and 
go through all their data that they received for that night 
and up date my notes from the night before. Then I would go 
to brigade. 

Q. Did you as the brigade liaison officer carry 
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documents, o the r  than purely operat ional  documents, back 
and f o r t h  from brigade t o  d iv is ion?  

A. Yes. 

Q - H a w  and from whom would you ge t  these documents 
and what type were they? 

A. F i r s t  of a l l ,  the  type of document t h a t  I 
ca r r i ed  would be almost anything t h a t  they wanted t o  forward, 
and they wanted hand-carried. I usually obtained the  document 
from the s t a f f  sec t ion  t h a t  wanted me t o  take it up of the 
pe r t inen t  sec t ion .  I t  d i d n ' t  have t o  be a s t a f f  sec t ion .  
I was a guaranteed means of personally picking up the  docu-
ment and taking it t o  another individual .  f c a r r i e d  most 
of the  documents f o r  the  brigade out of the message center .  
That was one of my jobs, t o  pick up a l l  the  documents from 
the re  and s h u t t l e  them back. 

U I n  addi t ion t o  o ther  d u t i e s ,  you were, i n  f a c t ,  
a mailman between brigade and divis ion? 

A. Right, j u s t  about. 

0. And you d id  pick up out  of the  message center?  

A. Certainly,  because they had t o  have someone s ign  
f o r  it, and I normally signed f o r  the documents. 

0. From the  brigade? 

A. From div is ion  t o  brigade and from brigade up t o  
divis ion.  

Q - Mow, separat ing i n  your mind the  opera t ional  or-
ders ,  the  operation plans,  t h e  I N T S U M V s ,  the PERINTREP1s and 
a l l  the  rest of the  operat ional ly  or iented documents, and 
t a lk ing  now about l e t t e r s ,  repor ts ,  memoranda, and these type 
documents, the adminis trat ive documents,when you would carry 
them from brigade t o  d iv is ion ,  who would you car ry  them t o  
a t  divis ion? 

A. Whoever they were d i rec ted  t o ,  meaning t h a t  i f  I 
got  a document from the  53, and it s a i d  t o  take it t o  d iv i s ion  
3, I would take t h a t  document t o  d iv is ion  3. l'f I obtained 
it from the  3 'and it s a i d  t o  take it t o  the  2 ,  I would take 
it t o  the  2. 
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Q A s  I understand it now, and c o r r e c t  m e  i f  I ' m  
wrong, you picked them up from t h e  message c e n t e r  a t  b r i gade  
and took them d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  s t a f f  agency o r  t h e  s t a f f  of -
f i c e r ,  t h e  addressee ,  a t  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  I would p ick  them up from t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  and t h e  message c e n t e r ,  and I would t r an smi t  
t he  documents t o  t h e  people concerned o r  drop o f f  c e r t a i n  
ones a t  t h e  message c e n t e r .  But t h a t  was very r a r e .  1 d o n ' t  
know q u i t e  how t o  pu t  it, l ike - -

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  L e t  m e  e x p l a i n  what I ' m  r e a l l y
a f t e r .  I ' m  a f t e r  how a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  type  
documents was c o n t r o l l e d  between t h e  11 th  Brigade and t h e  
America1 Div i s ion .  I f  t h e r e  i s  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  document 
t o  be c a r r i e d  from t h e  b r i gade  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  what type  
of a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  and who would see t h a t  it was accounted 
f o r  on some t ype  of  message c e n t e r  l o g  o r  something? How 
was t h i s  procedure? 

A. l ' m  n o t  r e a l  f a m i l i a r  wi th  how message c e n t e r  works, 
b u t  I know t h a t  when I would p ick  up a document--now, no t  a l l  
documents had t h e  r e g u l a r  form on t h e r e  t h a t  you g e t  f o r  
s igning--I  d o n ' t  know what t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  has  t o  be i f  
they j u s t  want a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f o r  it. I would t a k e  t h e  doc-
ument, and I would s i g n  f o r  it, t o  use an example, from 
b r igade  t o  d i v i s i o n .  Say, l i k e  it s a i d  d i v i s i o n  G3 on t h e r e ,  
I would p ick  up t h e  document, and I would d e l i v e r  it t o  t h e  
G 3  and r ece ive  a s i g n a t u r e .  

From the S3? 

From t h e  S3. 

On what type  of  form? 

A. On t h e  form t h a t  was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  document. 
I t  is a pink s l i p  o f  paper.  Then I would t ake  t h a t  s l i p  of 
paper  and j u s t  p u t  it i n  my notebook. 

Q Would you d e l i v e r  it back down t o  b r igade?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember r e a l l y .  I t h i n k  I d id .  I 
r e a l l y  c a n ' t  t e l l  you. 

Q-. Now you s igned  from t h e  message c e n t e r  a t  b r i gade ,  
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and they had a message center  log ,  I ' m  sure .  

A. Right. They would log ou t  the documents t o  me. 

Q And you would s ign  f o r  t h i s  bulk. 

A. I would s ign  a log from the message center  and 
a l s o  the  shee t  of paper t h a t  was attached t o  the  document. 
So I would sign two d i f f e r e n t  things.  

Q. mw, these documents t h a t  you picked up from the 
message center a t  br igade,  you then separated t h e m  o u t  and 
del ivered them a t  d iv is ion?  

A. Normally I del ivered t h e m  personally. There may 
have been occasions when I dropped them off  a t  the  message 
center  t o  be disbursed, bu t  usual ly  the  people, e spec ia l ly  
the  documents that--you knaw, they might say I want you t o  
make su re  this g e t s  t o  someone, and I would take it t o  them, 
and they would s ign  f o r  it from me. Normally I would take  
it t o  each person the re  because I had the t i m e  t o  do it, 0 

and it was j u s t  more e f f i c i e n t  because they would s t a y  i n  the C? 
e 

message center  f o r  a couple of  days. 

Q .  Let me ask you this then. I f  I ' m  looking f o r  a 4 
-4document of an adminis trat ive na ture  t h a t  was t o  have been 

t ransmit ted from the 11th Brigade t o  the America1 Division, 
what type of record and where would t h i s  record be? 

A. Well, I th ink  we would have a problem i n  t h a t ,  
you know, i f  we don' t have the document then, you know, we 
d o n ' t  have the s e r i a l  number t h a t  goes on the signed shee t  
on t h e  outs ide.  The message center  would have t o  keep a 
record of the document by a number. I don' t know which 
number i t  is. I am su re  they d i d n ' t  put  the contents  of 
the document on the log. The message center  would have a 
record of a l l  documents t h a t  l e f t  t h e i r  a rea  and who signed 
f o r  it. The s t a f f  sec t ions  would too. I f  they gave m e  the  
document o r  anyone gave me a document and they put  t h e  paper 
on it and you signed f o r  i t ,  they would keep the r e c e i p t  i n  
t h e i r  f i l e s ,  i n  t h e i r  f i l i n g  system. So the only way would 
be ,  I th ink ,  through a message center  log  o r  through the  
s t a f f  sec t ion  f i l e  where they log  the  messages s e n t  out .  I 
th ink  t h a t  would be the  two b e s t  ways. 
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Q The r e c e i p t s  t h a t  you o b t a i n e d ,  you d o n ' t  e v e r  
r e c a l l  going back and c l o s i n g  them o u t  w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e  s o  t h a t  
they cou ld  then  s a y ,  w e l l ,  t h i s  shows t h e  completed t r a n s a c t i o n ?  

A.  I k n w  what you a r e  t a l k i n g  abou t .  I am n o t  s u r e ,  
l i k e  i f  I g o t  t h e  document from b r i g a d e  and I took  it. t o  div-
i s i o n  and they s i g n e d  f o r  i t ,  t h a t  I would t a k e  t h e  s h e e t  and 
t h e n  r e t u r n  it t o  t h a t  s e c t i o n  s o  t h a t  t h e y  knew t h a t  it had 
been d e l i v e r e d  and I was r e l i e v e d  of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I r e a l l y  
c a n ' t  t e l l  you on t h a t  and I a m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Now, t h e r e  must have been some documents t h a t  went 
from commander t o  commander, from t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  t o  t h e  
c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  documents t h a t  w e r e  t o  be p r o p e r l y  handled .  
Did you have t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  a t  d i v i s i o n  s i g n  f o r  t h e s e ?  

A. NO, s i r .  Most o f  t h e  documents t h a t  were s i g n e d  
f o r ,  I have t o  s a y ,  w e r e  o p e r a t i o n a l  documents because  of  
t h e - - i t ' s  coming back now. Say I g o t  an i n t e l  r e p o r t  o r  an 
o p e r a t i o n s  r e p o r t  t h a t  is  c l a s s i f i e d - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I am only  concerned a t  t h i s  t ime 
w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  documents. 

A. Right .  But i f  I g e t  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  document, 
o f t e n  t i m e s  I would j u s t  t a k e  it t o  t h e  s e c t i o n  t h a t  i t  was 
t o  go t o  and g i v e  i t  t o  them and t h a t  was i t ,  because t h e r e  
was no c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  on i t  t o  speak of o u t s i d e  of  j u s t  per-
s o n a l .  

Q Then t h e  b e s t  i n f o r m a t i o n  you can o f f e r  on t h i s  
p o i n t  i s  t h a t  from an a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  s t andpo in t - -

A. ., ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There i s  no way t o  account  f o r  i t .  

Q. There i s  no way t o  account  f o r  i t ?  

A. I f  ,I took i t  t o  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  and he  w a s n ' t  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  g i v e  t o  him p e r s o n a l l y ,  then  I would g i v e  i t  t o  
h i s  c l e r k ,  which I d i d ,  you k n w ,  on some occas ions .  

Q Would you d e s c r i b e  t h i s  a s  b e i n g  a l i t t l e  l o o s e ?  

A. Well ,  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  papers--well ,  i t  depends 
upon t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  document. I f  we a r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  some-
t h i n g  concerning an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  o r  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  i n -
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V I , ~ . ; ~i a r n t i o n  ,I ~0111ds a y - - i t  was SOP though .  I ' d  s a y  i t  was 
~ O ~ I S ~ I ,y c s  , t r u e  . There  ' s  r ~ oway t h a t  you c a n  a c c o u n t  f o r  
i t  tltoucjh. 

Q. I t  wquld be  v e r y  h a r d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  a doc-
ument d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  e x i s t  o r  d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  n o t  e x i s t ? .  

A. I t  would be  v i r t u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e .  

Q. Okay. I n  y o u r  d u t i e s  a s  b r i g a d e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  
and i f  you can j u s t  k i n d  of  t h i n k  o f  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  now, d o  you 
r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a t  b r i q a d e  o r  a t  d i v i s i o n  
i n  t h a t  t i m e  f rame c o n c e r n i n q  Task F o r c e  B a r k e r ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  
on 16 March? 

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q .  How a b o u t  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A .  No. 

Q You n e v e r  h e a r d  any o f  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  a t  d i v -
i s i o n  t a l k  a b o u t  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A .  No. 

0 How abou t  a t  b r i g a d e ?  

A. No. 

Q The r e a s o n  I a m  a s k i n g  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  i s  b e c a u s e  
w e  have  i n f o r m a t i o n  and t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  i n -
f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  was be-
i n g  t a l k e d  a b o u t  a t  b o t h  l e v e l s  i n  t h e  t i m e  f rame i n  which 
you were  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  You were t h e  c o n t a c t  and the 
o n l y  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  be tween  t h e  two h e a d q u a r t e r s  t h a t  w e r e  
d o i n g  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  

A. No, you know, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t .  I t  seems 
t o  m e  t h a t  I would.  I know I h a v e  g i v e n  i t  t h o u q h t  b e f o r e  you 
a s k e d  m e  t h i s .  They ment ioned  i t  t o  m e  when t h e y  c a l l e d .  
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any w i d e s p r e a d  o r  w i d e - s c a l e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I f  
it was done ,  i t  was a  v e r y  c o v e r  t y o e ,  which--I  c an  u n d e r s t a n d  
where  you wan t  t o  b e  a s  d i s c r e e t  as p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  I w a s n ' t  
c o n t a c t e d  a b o u t  i t .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t h a t  I was 
i n v o l v e d  i n ,  c o n c e r n i n g  i t .  
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Q Who was t h e  G 3  n t  d i v i s i o n ,  BALMER? 

A. I d i d n ' t  d e a l  d i r e c t l y  w i th - - the  G 3 .  I can re-
member when I was t h e r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  t i m e  b e c a u s e ,  you know, 
I t h o u g h t  he  was such  a g r e a t  guy--you know, h e  s t a n d s  out--
was Co lone l  BAXLEY I had c o n t a c t  w i t h  him b e f o r e ,  and .I t h i n k  
he  was t h e  3 .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he was.  I d o n ' t  know whe the r  
it was d u r i n g  t h a t  t ime .  I worked w i t h  him b e f o r e  when we 
f i r s t  moved i n  t h e  a r e a .  He was w i t h  t h e  1 9 6 t h .  14e r a n  
j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and he was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander t h e n .  
Most of my c o n t a c t  was made w i t h  a major .  H e  w a s  n o t  t h e  3 ,  
b u t  he worked i n  t h e  p l a n s  s e c t i o n .  

Q Who was he?  

A .  I c a n ' t  remember. H e  was a t h i n  f e l l o w ,  and h e  
worked w i t h  a n o t h e r  c a p t a i n .  DAVIS? No, t h a t  w a s  someone 
else.  

Q.  Who was y o u r  c o n t a c t  i n  t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ' s  o f -
f i c e ?  

A. I o n l y  went  t h e r e  when I was d i r e c t e d  t o  go ,  and  
t h e n  no rma l ly  it was e i t h e r  I was t o l d  t o  c o n t a c t  a s p e c i f i c  
pe r son  or l e a v e  a message o r  wha teve r  had t o  b e  done. 

Q Who was t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ?  

A .  H e  w a s  promoted t o  b r i g a d i e r  w h i l e  I was t h e r e .  
I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q .  How a b o u t  Co lone l  PARSON? 

A .  T h a t  might  be  i t .  Ile was ba ld-headed .  . I remember 
t h a t .  

Q D o  you remember a n y t h i n g  e l s e ?  

A. H e  w o r e  g l a s s e s .  H e  was a l i t t l e  heavy s e t ,  t o o .  

Q A r e  you s u r e  h e  was promoted t o  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l ?  

A. I w a s n ' t  t h e r e  when h e  was promoted. I h e a r d  he  
was. No, w a i t  a minute!  I t  was one of  t h e  A D C ' S .  One of t h e  
A D C ' s  i s  t h e  one t h a t  I am d e s c r i b i n g  t o  you;  ba ld-headed ,  
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heavy s n t ,  g l a s s e s .  I know who t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  was.  H e  
was g r a y  h a i r e d  and r e a l l y  an e n e r g e t i c  p e r s o n ,  and I c a n ' t  
t h i n k  of--I  know who you a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  

Q The r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Co lone l  PARSON was t h e  
c h i e f  of s t a f f .  I t h i n k  t h e  o f f i c e r  t h a t  you r e f e r  t o  a s  
b e i n g  promoted and heavy s e t  was Gene ra l  GALLOWAY? 

A.  Right .  

? Do you r e c a l l  Co lone l  PARSON? Do you r e c a l l  what 
he  l o o k s  l i k e ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I ' d  s a y  he--from my r e c o l l e c t i o n  he  had g r a y  
h a i r  and he was of  s l i g h t  b u i l d .  Not a r e a l  b i g  man and n o t  
r e a l  s m a l l .  H e  moved w i t h  r e a l  q u i c k  mot ions  and was a lways 
h u s t l i n g  l i k e  c r a z y .  

9 Do you r e c a l l  d e l i v e r i n g  many documents o f  t h e  
t y p e  t h a t  w e  have d i s c u s s e d  t o  him p e r s o n a l l y ?  

-4 , - ., 
A .  No. c- 4 .  

Q .  You do n o t  r e c a l l  any i n s t a n c e s ?  
4 

A. I can r e c a l l  d e l i v e r i n g  documents n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  i 

t o  him,  b u t  t o  h i s  o f f i c e .  

Q .  To h i s  o f f i c e ?  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t o  whom i n  h i s  o f f i c e ?  

A .  J u s t  an NCO t h a t  was t h e r e .  

Q A noncommissioned o f f i c e r ?  

A.  R igh t .  He was u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  o u t e r  o f f i c e .  

Q !&s i t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s e r g e a n t  major?  

A.  No. I took  documents t o  him,  h u t  h e  was i n  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  n e x t  t o  him i n  a  s m a l l  hootch- type  t h i n g  n e x t  t o  
t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  I t  was someth ing  u s u a l l y  a l o n g  t h e  r ank  o f  
a Spec  5 o r  E-6. 
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(2 If you had  a  c o n f i d e n t i a l  document,  stam?ed con-
f i d e n t i a l ,  o f  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  n a t u r e  t h a t  was t o  q o  t o  
t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  would you e x p l a i n  t o  us  how you would 
h a n d l e  t h i s  document and how you would g e t  i t  r e c e i p t e d  f o r ?  

A .  I f  I was g i v e n  a document and i t  had  a  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
st am^ on i t ,  I normal ly  would have  t a k e n  t h e  document from 
whoever I r e c e i v e d  i t  and d e l i v e r e d  i t  t o  t h a t  p o i n t ,  and I 
y.dould have  g iven  i t  t o  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  p e r s o n a l l y  i f  he  
was a v a i l a b l e .  I f  n o t  I would have  l e f t  i t  w i t h  h i s  c l e r k .  

Q .  And s i g n a t u r e ?  

A .  No. 

Q. The same p r o c e d u r e  t h a t  you d e s c r i b e d  t o  us he-
f o r e  conce rn inq  any o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  document? 

A .  R i q h t .  Unless  t h e  document a c t u a l l y  had  t h a t  p i n k  
s l i p  of  paoe r  on i t ,  I w o u l d n ' t  have  o S t a i n e d  a s i g n a t u r e .  

(2 I see. D o  you r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n q  a r e p o r t  of  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  conce rn inq  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  d e l i v e r i n g  o n e ,  
o r  more? 

A .  I t h o u q h t  a b o u t  t h a t ,  t o o ,  b e f o r e  corning i n  h e r e .  
I know t h a t - - u n l e s s  t h e  enve lope  was a c t u a l l y  s e a l e d ,  I nor-
mal ly  would r e a d  them; a lmos t  a l l  t h e  documents t h a t  went un 
t h e r e .  I don'  t know, I g u e s s ,  I d i d n '  t thin] :  t h e r e  was any-
t h i n g  r e a l l y  wronq w i t h  i t .  You know, I just - -<he b r i g a d e  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  a lmos t  becomes a rumor monger anyway, and t h c  
c o n t a c t  I had  had-- they w o u l d n ' t  want  t o  know j u s t  what was 
qo ing  o n ,  b u t  they would want  t o  know what  e v e r y b o d y ' s  a t -
t i t u d e  was up a t  d i v i s i o n ,  what they had  p l a n n e d ,  "Do you know 
of any p l a n s  t h a t  t h e y  have coming un s o  t h a t  w e  can  p l a n  f o r  
them?" and t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I f e l t  i t  :vas my p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i -
b i l i t y  t o  be informed abou t  e v e r y  a r e a  a s  I p o s s i b l y  c o u l d .  
Unless t h e  document was s e a l e d ,  I would r e a d  i t .  I d o n ' t  re-
c a l l  r e a d i n g  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  r e p o r t  wha t soeve r .  

Q .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you a document,  E x h i b i t  R - 1 ,  t o  
t h e s e  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  s u b j e c t :  "Renor t  o f  I n v e s t i q a t i o n , "  d a t e d  
2 4  A p r i l  1968 .  Would you look a t  t h a t  document? 

( P J i  t n e s s  examines t h c  document. ) 
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Q Have you e v e r  s e e n  t h a t  document b e f o r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q You n e v e r  have  s e e n  i t ?  

A.  I would h a v e  remembered i t ,  I ' m  s u r e .  

Q You would have?  

A. Yes. 

Q If t h a t  document were  i n  a s e a l e d  e n v e l o p e ,  what 
would i t  have  had  on t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  e n v e l o p e  u s u a l l y  t o  go  
from b r i g a d e  t o  d i v i s i o n ?  What d o  you t h i n k  would have  been  
on  t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  e n v e l o p e ?  

A. I t  would have  been  an  no rma l - s i ze  e n v e l o p e ,  
p r o b a b l y  sea led- -and  masking t a p e  was normal1y used--and 
when t h e y  would have  h a d  on  t h e  o u t s i d e  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  . . 

. .W e l l ,  no ,  w a i t  a m i n u t e '  On a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  document ,  - .  

i t  c o u l d  be  s e a l e d  o r  it  c o u l d  n o t  have  been  s e a l e d .  Normally 1.;. 
on t h e  o u t s i d e ,  t h e y  would have  a b l u e  c o v e r  s h e e t  w i t h  con-
f i d e n t i a l  on i t .  

i 
--I 

Q They d i d  u s e  t h e  b l u e  c o v e r  s h e e t ?  

A.  Yes. They c e r t a i n l y  d i d .  P o s s i b l y  t h e y  c o u l d  
have  had  i t  on t h e  o u t s i d e  of  t h e  s h e e t  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  f o l d e r  
w i t h o u t  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  c o v e r  on  i t  and s tamped c o n f i d e n t i a l  
on  t h e  o u t s i d e .  

Q .  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  document i s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  
t h e  commanding q e n e r a l ?  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

9. ~ n di f  t h e  e n v e l o p e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  w e r e  a d d r e s s e d  
t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  t o  whom 
would have  you t a k e n  i t  t o  now? 

A.  I c o u l d  t a k e  i t  t o  t h e  message c e n t e r ,  and I c o u l d  
t a k e  i t  r i g h t  t o  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  Normally o n  documents l i k e  
t h a t ,  I am always p o s i t i v e  t h a t  I would t a k e  it r i q h t  t o  the 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  s e c t i o n  and g i v e  i t  t o  t h e  c l e r k  o r  t h e  p e r s o n  
conce rned ,  no rma l lv  t h e  c l e r k .  
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Q Would i t  have  gone t o  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  now o r  
t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e ?  

A.  They w e r e  b o t h  i n  t h e  same l o c a t i o n ,  s i r .  I would 
q i v e  i t  t o  t h e  c l e r k  i n  t h e  o u t e r  o f f i c e .  T h a t ' s  what  I would 
do.  W e l l ,  I th ink- - I 'm t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l - - i f  t h e r e  i s  a p i n k  
s l i n  on i t  w i t h  t h e  carbon  c o p i e s  and e v e r y t h i n g ,  I may t a k e  
t h a t  t o  t h e  message c e n t e r  and t u r n  i t  i n  t o  them, and they  
would d i s t r i b u t e  i t  from t h e r e .  B u t ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  I c a n ' t  
remember. Each document was a l m o s t  t r e a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y .  
There  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  any s e t  p a t t e r n  e x c e p t  t h a t  I made a s t o p  
a t  each  l e v e l .  Normally t h a t ' s  when I would d e l i v e r  any k i n d  
o f  p a p e r s  and a n y t h i n q  else and a v o i d  t h e  message c e n t e r .  

Q I r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  from what  you have  i n d i c a t e d  a s  
t h e  p r o c e d u r e s ,  and I am t r y i n g  t o  d i s c o v e r  i f  you had  s u c h  a 
document a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  w i t h  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
on t h e  o u t s i d e ,  what  would you have  done w i t h  i t ?  

A. I p robab ly  would have  t a k e n  i t  r i q h t  t o  t h e  c l e r k .  

9 And you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  n o t h i n q  from any o f  t h e  
s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  o r  a t  any o t h e r  s u b s e q u e n t  b r i e f i n g s  a t  d i v i s i o n  
l e v e l  c o n c e r n i n g  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  Task Force  B a r k e r ' s  op-
e r a t i o n  of  16 March? 

A .  No. 

8 D o  you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any i n v e s t i q a t i o n s ?  

A .  While I was i n  Vietnam? 

8 Of t h e  Task Force  Ba rke r  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  

MR WEST: A moment ago you w e r e  s n e a k i n g  o f  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
S 3  a t  b r i g a d e .  Would it have  b e e n  J a m e s  HENDERSON o r  a f e l l o w  
named DAVIDSON?. 

A. DAVIDSON, I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

LTC PATTERSON: They w e r e  b o t h  a s s i s t a n t  S 3 ' s  l i s t e d  on the 
r o s t e r ?  

A. I'm a lmos t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  i t  was DAVIDSON. Tha t  was 
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my pr imary  c o n t a c t  i n  t h e  3 o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q Did h c  o p e r a t e  t h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  day i n  t h e  TOC or - -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  d i d n ' t  work i n  t h e  TOC. H e  worked 
i n  a s e c t i o n - - w e l l ,  it would be p a r t  of t h e  TOC. But  i t ' s  
l i k e  t h i s  was t h e  TOC w i t h  t h e  maps and e v e r y t h i n g ,  and you 
had  t o  go t h rough  t h e  ha l lway  and i n  t h e  n e x t  room, i n  t h e  p l a n s  
s e c t i o n ,  i s  where  he worked. I made a l l  my c o n t a c t s  w i t h  him 
u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  morning b e f o r e  I went  down t h e r e .  

Q Did t h e  AG o r  t h e  S 1  a t  b r i g a d e  o p e r a t e  a c o u r i e r ?  

A.  I h a n d l e d  a l l  t h a t .  

Q A l l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  from b r i g a d e  you c a r r i e d ?  

A .  Now, you know, t h e r e  c o u l d  have  been--anybody coming 
up ,  s a y  l i k e  t h e  S1,  migh t  have  been  coming u p ,  and h e  c o u l d  
have  d e l i v e r e d  someth ing .  But I was on l i k e ,  a t r a i n  s c h e d u l e ,  
you know. They c o u l d  c o u n t  on m e  t o  be  t h e r e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  
e v e r y  day.  I made my rounds .  I can  r e c a l l  t h a t  I would make 
my f i r s t  s t o p  a t  t h e  message c e n t e r ,  you know, and d r o p  o f f  T?-
a n y t h i n g  i f  i t  s a i d  message c e n t e r .  Then I would no rma l ly  go 
t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  Then t h e  n e x t  morning my d r i v e r  would t a k e  m e  

+ 

t o  each  p o i n t - - w e l l ,  I would s t o p ,  you know, a t  t h e  J A G ,  o r  -4 

t h e  1, o r  whe reve r  I had  t o  d e l i v e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  n i g h t .  The 
n e x t  morning I would s t o p  a t  t h e  3 ,  and p i c k  up t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
from t h e  TOC, and go  t o  t h e  3 ,  and go t o  t h e  2 ,  and swing 
a round  and go  t o  t h e  J A G ,  and t h e n  swing up t h e  ' r o a d  and p i c k  
up a l l  t h e  1 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t u f f  t h e r e ,  and t h e n  s t o p  a t  t h e  
message c e n t e r  t h e r e ,  and t h e n  o v e r  t o  t h e  h e l i p a d .  

Q Did you c a r r y  w i t h  you on y o u r  r e t u r n  t r i p  The S t a r s  
and S t r i p e s ?  

A.  No. 

Q . How d i d  t h a t  t y p e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g e t  back and f o r t h  
t o  b r i g a d e ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  them l o a d i n g  
The S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  on t h e  chopper  t h a t  I was on.  I d o n ' t  
know how t h e y  g o t  t h e r e  r e a l l y .  I t h i n k  it may have  j u s t  come 
o f f  t h e  Duc Pho runway, o f f  a C-123. 
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Q They came i n t o  Duc Pho? 

A .  Yes ,  I t h i n k  s o .  I know t h e y  can  l a n d  1 2 3 ' s  t h e r e ,  
and t h e y  d i d .  

Q How abou t  t h e  p o s t a l  sy s t em?  Do you know whe the r  
o r  n o t  much i n f o r m a t i o n  was s e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  APO? 

A .  I n f o r m a t i o n  l i k e  what?  

9 Documents o r - -d id  d i v i s i o n  t o  b r i q a d e  o r  b r i g a d e  
t o  d i v i s i o n  use  t h e  Army P o s t a l  System? 

A .  No, I t h i n k  I would have  b e e n  used  a s  a c o u r i e r .  
We 11, t h a t  was my job .  

(2 Did you e v e r  see o r  c a r r y  any r e p o r t s  o f  i n v e s t i -
q a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  any o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  i n v o l v e d  1 1 t h  
Br iqadc  p e r s o n n e l  t o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  Yes. 

0. Do you r e c a l l  c a r r y i n g  r e p o r t s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q .  I n  what  t i m e  f rame a r e  w e  t a l k i n g  abou t?  When 
do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  one?  

A. I saw o n l y  one t h a t  I can  r e c a l l .  

Q .  You saw o n l y  one?  

A. T h a t  I can  r e c a l l ,  y e s .  

Q Do you remember when t h i s  was? 

A .  I g u e s s  i t  was a b o u t  May. 

Q Concern ing  t h e  r a p e ?  

A.  No, t h i s  was c o n c e r n i n g  an o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  
t h a t  t h e y  were  t r y i n g  t o  m u s t e r  o u t  because  of--

Q. For  t h e  r e c o r d ,  s i r ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  a sk  you some v e r y  
s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  now. Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a r e p o r t  o f  i n -
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v c s t i q a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d a t e l i n e  o f  some~,vI~ereb e t w e e n  4 t o  6 
Anri l .  1968 f rom l ~ r i q a d et o  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  No, s i r .  

9 Do you  e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n ?  a  r e ? o r t  f rom b r i g a d e  
t o  d i v i s i o n  c o n c e r n i n q  t h e  Task F o r c e  B a r k e r  o p e r a t i o n s  o r  
any o f  t h e  u n i t s  t h a t  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  Task F o r c e  B a r k e r  
d u r i n g  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ?  

A .  Cou ld  y o u  r e p e a t  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h a t  l u e s t i o n ?  

Q Do you  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a r e n o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n -
c o n c e r n i n q  Task F o r c e  B a r k e r  and  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s  w h i l e  i t  was 
i n  e x i s t e n c e  w i t h  a  d a t e l i n e  o f  May 1 9 6 8 ,  a n y t i m e  i n  May? 

A.  No. 

Q T h i s  would  h a v e  b e e n  a f o r m a l  i n v e s t i q a t i o n  w i t h  
s t a t e m e n t s  appended  t h e r e t o .  

A .  No. 

Q The o n l y  r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i q a t i o n  t h e n  t h a t  y o u  
e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  was t h e  o n e  t h a t  you j u s t  i n d i c a t e d  con-
c e r n i n g  an  o f f i c e r  w i t h i n  t h e  1 1 t h  B r i q a d e ?  

A .  W e l l ,  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  o n e  I r e a d - - I  may 
h a v e  c a r r i e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  b u t  d i d n ' t  know t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  They c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  i n  a n  e n v & l o p e ,  b u t  
t h e  o n l y  o n e  t h a t  I s p e c i f i c a l l y  l o o k e d  a t  and  r e a d  was  t h e  
o n e  o n  t h i s  o f f i c e r .  

Q. I b e l i e v e  y o u  i n d i c a t e d  ea r l i e r  i n  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y  
t h a t  you d i d  n o t ,  a s  y o u  r e c a l l ,  t a k e  many documents  d i r e c t l y  
i n t o  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  o r  t h e  C G ' s  o f f i c e ?  

A .  I t  w a s n ' t ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  a r o u t i n e  t h i n g .  I t  w a s n ' t  
l i k e  t h e  s t o p s  t h a t  I d e s c r i b e d  b e f o r e .  I t  was o n l y  o n  s p e c -
i f i c  r e q u e s t  o r ,  you  know, i f  t h e  document s a i d  t o  t a k e  i t  
t h e r e ,  t h e n  I t o o k  i t  t h e r e .  B u t  n o r m a l l y  I d i d n ' t  make 
s t o p s  a t  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e .  

Q Were mos t  o f  t h e  documents  t h a t  you c a r r i e d  i n t o  
t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  i n  s e a l e d  e n v e l o p e s ?  
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A .  I t ' s  h a r d  f o r  m e  t o  s a y .  A l o t  o f  t i m e s  t h e  
documents were i n  t h e  p e r f o r a t e d  t y ~ ew i t h  t h e  s t r i n g  on  
them w i t h  p a n e r s  t ucked  i n  them. There  w e r e  v a r i o u s  com-
b i n a t i o n s .  

Q Routing e n v e l o p e  i s  t h e  te rm? 

A.  Usua l ly  i t  i s  i n  some ty?e  o f  e n v e l o p e  j u s t  t o  
p r o t e c t  i t .  

Q A s  I u n d e r s t a n d  i t  t h e n ,  t o  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
you r e c a l l  n e v e r  h a v i n q  s e e n  a r e p o r t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  con-
c e r n i n g  Task Force  Ba rke r  o r  any o f  i t s  o n e r a t i o n s  o r  spec-
i f i c a l l y  t h e  1 6 t h  of  March? 

A .  No. 

Q You do  n o t  r e c a l l  d e l i v e r i n g  any t y p e  o f  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  t o  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  one  t h a t  you men-
t i o n e d .  I presume t h a t  t h a t  went  t o  t h e  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know where--I p i c k e d  i t  up from somebody. 
I took  i t  t o - - i t  came down from h i g h e r  above ,  n o t  up.  I t  
was a s  a r e q u e s t  o f . .  .. 
8 .  Were you e v e r  asked  by Co lone l  HENDERSON, o r  by 
t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  o r  by t h e  S 1  t o  f i n d  
o u t  any i n f o r m a t i o n  from d i v i s i o n  abou t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

No, s i r .  

Q . O r  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  from any o f  t h e s e  b r i g a d e  s t a f f  
o f f i c e r s ,  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  commander t h a t  t h i s  is  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and " I  want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  i t  q e t s  t o  where 
i t  i s  supposed  t o  go"?  

A .  I know what you mean on t h a t ,  and I c a n ' t - - i t  
d o e s n ' t  s t i c k  o u t  i n  my mind. O f t e n  t i m e s  t h e y  would make 
p e r s o n a l  r e q u e s t s  of  m e ,  you know, j u s t  o f f - t h e - c u f f - t y p e  
t h i n g s  l i k e  a t t i t u d e s ,  b u t  c o n c e r n i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  an  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  i t ,  o r  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  t owards  i t ,  
o r  any c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  i t ,  n o ,  I c a n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  
them a s k i n g  m e  t o  o b t a i n  t h a t  t y p e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  them. 

Q. And u n t i l  today  you d i d  n o t  e v e n  know o f  t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  o f  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  Task Force  Ba rke r?  
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A .  W c l l ,  n o ,  from what  I ' v e  r e a d  i n  t h e  news media 
s i n c c  I ' v e  been  l);\ck and t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  was n u t  o u t  i n  t h e  
p u h l i c ,  I knew t h a t  t h e y  s t a t e d  an i n v e s t i c ~ a t i o nwas conduc t ed .  
But a s  f a r  a s  b e i n g  o f  e i t h e r  t h e  document t h a t  you showed me 
o r  any t y g e  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  Task F o r c e  B a r k e r  
i n c i d e n t  i n  March, n o ,  I w a s n ' t  aware  o f  i t .  

(2 . And t h e  b e s t  t ! la t  you can  r e c a l l ,  you  d i d  n o t  
a t t e n d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  b r i e f i n q  i n  which t h e  Task Fo rce  
B a r k e r  o p e r a t i o n  o f  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  o r  1 8  March was d i s c u s s e d ?  

A .  No, b e c a u s e  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f - - i f  t h e  change  o f  
command was on t h e  1 5 t h ,  I was s t i l l  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r .  There  f o r e  I wouldn ' t have  a t t e n d e d - - I  would have  
a t  t ended  b r i g a d e  b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  b r i e f i n g .  

0 Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  anT{ rumors d u r i n g  y o u r  t o u r  
o f  d u t y  i n  Vietnam s u b s e q u e n t  t o  16  March 1968  c o n c e r n i n g  
what  o c c u r r e d  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  , o r  Co Luy, o r  My Khe, o r  any-
where  w i t h i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  o r  P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f ?  

A .  Only what  I s t a t e d  b e f o r e  l i k e  t h e  r e p o r t e r s  came 
back  and d i s c u s s e d - -

9 * ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  t h e  PIO s e c t i o n ?  

A .  Yes ,  and t h z n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  j u s t  t h z  a f t e r  a c t i o n s  
o f  one o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  where  t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  V i e t -
namese w e r e  a t  f a u l t .  We r a n  a n  o p e r a t i o n  work inq  t owards  
t h e  ocean  i n  P i n k v i l l e  where  t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n ,I b e l i e v e ,  
o r  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  were  s o u t h  i n  Quanq Ngai--we w e r e  work ing  
on l i n e  t h a t  way--and when t h e y  made c o n t a c t ,  t h e y  s t o p p e d .  
And t h e  Americans ,  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  L i e u t e n a n t  SPRAGGINS's 
p l a t o o n ,  pushed  forward--he was Bravo Company--nushed fo rward  
and exnosed  t h e i r  f l a n k .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  w e r e  s u r r o u n d e d  and 
t hey  had  t o  q e t  PC ' s  from o u r  c a v  e l e m e n t  t o  g o  i n ,  and g e t  
them, and b r i n g  them o u t ,  and  we t ook  some--well,  h e  was 
wounded t h e r e ,  ' and  I t h i n k  L i e u t e n a n t  HOOVER w a s  wounded, and 
OLLIE ( p h o n e t i c )  was i n  t h e  c a v .  I know h e  was d e c o r a t e d  
f o r  t h a t .  

T h i s  was t h e  c o n t a c t  e a r l i e r ?  

A .  T h i s  was b e f o r e  t h a t .  I know t h a t  t h e y  had  a n o t h e r  
c o n t a c t  t h e r e ,  b u t  i t  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  come o u t  t o o  v i v i d  i n  my 
mind.  Those a r e  t h e  o n l y  t h i n q s  t h a t  I am aware  o f  a round  
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P i n k v i l l e  o u t s i d e  o f  j u s t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a h savy  t u n n e l  n e t -
work i n  t h e  a r e a ,  Nothing c o n c e r n i n g  any a t r o c i t i e s ,  b u t  j u s t  
t h e  c o n f l i c t s  t h a t  t h e y  had  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Q How a b o u t  t h e  rumor t h a t  a l o t  o f  c i v i l i a n s ,  women 
and c h i l d r e n ,  noncombatan ts ,  o r  Vietnamese N a t i o n a l s  b e i n g  
s l a i n ?  Did t h a t  rumor e v e r  pe rmea te  t h r o u g h  the b r i g a d e  o r  
w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n  y o u r  c o n t a c t s  back  and f o r t h ?  

A .  N o .  The o n l y  t i m e  I e v e r  r e a l l y  h 2 a r d  i t  come 
under  d i s c u s s i o n  is i n  t h e  I 0  o f f i c e  t h a t  t i m e .  O u t s i d e  
of t h a t  i t  was n e v e r  b r o u g h t  up t o  m e .  

Q Task Fo rce  B a r k e r  r e c e i v e d  a  l o t  o f  p u b l i c i t y  
w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  w h i l e  i t  was' i n  b e i n g  and e s t a b l i s h e d .  
According t o  s t a t i s t i c s - - y o u  be  t h e  s t a t i s t i c i a n  o f  s o r t s  
i n  t h e  per formance  o f  y o u r  w r i t i n q s  o f  r e p o r t s - - t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  
o f  Task Force  B a r k e r  were q u i t e  good c o m n a r a t i v e l y  t o  any 
o t h e r  Arnerical  u n i t .  I n  f a c t ,  a t  t h e  t i g e  i t  would a p p e a r  
t h a t  Taslc F o r c e  B a r k e r  was k i n g  o f  t h e  h i l l  as f a r  a s  body 
c o u n t  s u c c e s s ,  i f  t h a t  i s  a measure  o f  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  b a t t l e s .  
And y e t ,  you h e a r d  no c o n v e r s a t i o n s  o r  rumors c o n c e r n i n g  how 
they  a c h i e v e d  such  a h i g h  body c o u n t ?  

A .  Not r e a l l y .  I mean I c o u l d n ' t  p o i n t  o u t  a n  
i n c i d e n t .  But  y o u ' r e  r i g h t .  E v e r y t h i n g  you s a y - - t h a t ' s  t h e  
g e n e r a l  f e e l i n q  o f  eve ryone  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  Arner ical ,  and 
t h e  1 1 t h  B r i g a d e :  t h a t  t h e y  were  k i n d  o f  t h e  babv. Of c o u r s e ,  
t h e y  w e r e  B a r k e r ' s  B a s t a r d s .  When w e  w e r e  unde r  t h e  198 th  
i s  when t h e y  were  o r i g i n a l l v  conce ived .  And, o f  c o u r s e ,  you 
know, Co lone l  BARKER i n  my c o n t a c t  w i t h  him was a r e a l  f i n e  
person., 

0 The r e a s o n  I a sked  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  i s  b e c a u s e  i t  
i s  e v i d e n t  from l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  i n  The T r i d e n t  and t h e  
Americal  and t h e  o t h e r  P I 0  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  and w e  h a v e  h e a r d  
i n  o t h e r  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  t h e r e  was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  u n d e r c u r r e n t  
o f  rumor and i n f o r m a t i o n  back  and f o r t h  a b o u t  Task Fo rce  Ba rke r  
and t h e  r e c o r d  t h a t  i t  had  e s t a b l i s h e d  w h i l e  it was i n  b e i n g ,  
and t h a t  some o f  t h e  rumor and some o f  t h e  t a l k  was t h a t  t h e y  
h a d ,  i n  f a c t ,  established t h e i r  r e c o r d  i n  a manner o t h e r  t h a n  
i n  a c t u a l  coming t o  g r i p s  w i t h  t h e  VC.  T h a t ' s  why I a sked  
t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  

A. L e t  me--my i n t e r p r e t a t  ion--when you asJ: f o r  spec -
i f i c  d e t a i l s ,  i t ' s  b e e n  s o  l ong .  I t ' s  h a r d  f o r  m e  t o  remember 
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any s n c c i f i c  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  b u t  I can  remember a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  
I had and f e e l i n g s  t h a t  I had  t h a t  were  p robab lv  a summation 
o f  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I h e a r d .  I can  remenher  my a t t i t u d e  was 
t h a t  I knew t h a t  t h e  way t h e  4/3 o p e r a t e d  and t h e  c o n t a c t s  t h a t  
w e  had  m a d e - - f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  had  been worked s o  
h e a v i l y  by t h e  3d of  t h e  4 t h  D i v i s i o n  b e f o r e  w e  g o t  t h e r e ,  
and ..ve c l o s e d  o u t  t h e  a r e a  a f t e r  t h e  R O K ' s - -

Q ( I n t e r ~ o s i n q )  T h a t ' s  t h e  3d B r i g a d e ,  4 t h  I n f a n t r y  
D i v i s i o n .  

A .  T h a t  i t  was worked o v e r  h e a v i l y ,  and w e  had  a 
t e r r i b l e  problem w i t h  boobv t r a p s  and t h e  mine f i e l d s  t h a t  
we re  l a y e d  by t h e  R O K ' s  t h a t  we  d i d n ' t  know a b o u t ,  and t h a t  
o u r  c o n t a c t s  were  o n l y  s u c h  a s  t h r e e  s n i p e r s  t h a t  t h e y  would 
c a t c h  i n  t h e  open o r  some th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  Our body c o u n t s  
were  maybe two o r  t h r e e  a d a y ,  and we would t a k e  c a s u a l t i e s  
f rom booby t r a p s  and such .  But I always a t t r i b u t e d  i t  t o  Task 
Fo rce  B a r k e r ' s  a r e a  a s  b e i n g  s o  a c t i v e  because  o f  t h e  Pink-
v i l l e  a r e a  which was--you know, a l l  o f  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  re-
p o r t s  would s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  were  s o  many p e o p l e  t h e r e  and eve ry -
t h i n g ,  and t h e y  r a n  most  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e r e .  S o ,  my 
a t t i t u d e  was t h a t  t h e y  j u s t  happened t o  be i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  
was-- --

v-1 

( I n t e r p o s i n q )  L u c r a t i v e ?  e-Q 

A .  Y e s .  T h a t  t h e y  h a d  a c t u a l  u n i t s  i n  t h e r e ,  n o t  -i 
j us t d i s b u r s e d  and uno rqan ized  sniners--we 11, n o t  uno rqan ized  -i 

i n  a s e n s e ,  b u t  n o t  i n  t h e  normal  c o n v e n t i o n a l  concept--
where  i n  P i n k v i l l e ,  i t  seemed l i k e  t h a t  a r e a  r i q h t  i n  t h e r e  
where  t h e y  had a l l  t h e i r  c o n t a c t s  was l u c r a t i v e ,  y e s ,  a s  f a r  
a s  c o n f r o n t i n g  g roups  of t h e  enemy, n o t  i n  two o r  t h r e e s ,  b u t  
i n  p l a t o o n s  and i n  companies .  

Q And vet ,  i f  I may, you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  when you r e c a l l e d  w r i t i n g  t h e  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  
INTSUM, o r  PERINTREP, o r  d a i l y  summary, t h e  body-count-to-
weapons r a t i o  s t r u c k  a cho rd .  You r e c a l l  t h a t  i t  was a ve ry  
ou t -o f - t h e - o r d i n a r y - t y p e  r a t i o .  

A .  Yes. 

MR WEST: E lud ing  once  more and p e r h a p s  f i n a l l y  t o  t h e  
r e p o r t  o f  mid-May 1968  which w e  a r e  t o l d  Co lone l  HENDERSON 
d i s ~ a t c h e dt o  d i v i s i o n ,  d o  you have  any s u g g e s t i o n s  where  
s u c h  a r e p o r t ,  t h e  r e c o r d  copy ,  would have  been  k e p t  i n  b r i g a d e ?  
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A. Can I see t h e  cove r  s h e e t  on t h e r e ?  

Q You a r e  r e f e r r i n q  t o  E x h i b i t  R-l? 

A. Of t h e  r e p o r t ,  y e s .  

Q I am n o t  i n q u i r i n g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a b o u t  t h i s  2 4  
A p r i l  r e p o r t ,  b u t  about  t h e  a l l e g e d  r e n o r t  o f  mid-May 1968? 

A. T h i s  is t h e  one  i n  A p r i l .  Is there- -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  R - 1 .  T h a t  re-
p o r t  :?as p r e p a r e d  by Co lone l  HENDERSON i n  b r i g a d e .  The mid-
May r e p o r t  was supnosed  t o  have  been  p r e p a r e d  by Co lone l  
BARKER a t  C o l o n e l  HENDERSON'S r e q u e s t  and fo rwarded  by Colone l  
HENDERSON t o  d i v i s i o n .  We have  been  unab le  t o  f i n d  a copy 
of  t h a t  r e p o r t  anywhere. From y o u r  knowledge o f  p r o c e d u r e s  
and h a n d l i n g  documents s u c h  a s  t h i s ,  I t h o u g h t  you migh t  have 
had an i d e a  where t h e  r e c o r d  copy would b e  k e p t  i n  b r i g a d e ?  

A .  I f  t h e  r e p o r t  o r i g i n a t e d  a t  Task Force  B a r k e r ,  
s i n c e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have  a 1 s e c t i o n - - t h e  o n l y  s e c t i o n  they  
had was an o p e r a t i o n s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  S2 o r  S3--we took  c a r e  of 
e v e r y t h i n q  e l s e ,  t h e  4 / 3  s u p p l i e s  and s o  on.  The o r i g i n a l  
r e p o r t ,  i f  t h e r e  was a CODY and i f  i t  was kent--and more 
than  l i k e l y  i t  would have  been  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  TOC o f  t h e  
Task Force  Barker--more t h a n  l i k e l y  i t  was o r i g i n a t e d  i n  t h e  
S 3  s e c t i o n ,  and t h e  copy would have been  forwarded  t o  Co lone l  
HENDERSON, and he would have  p u t  h i s  i ndo r semen t  on i t  and f o r -
warded i t  t o  d i v i s i o n .  The o n l y  p l a c e  t h a t  a c6py would have 
been k e p t  i s  where i t  o r i g i n a t e d .  There  would he no  r e a s o n  f o r  
b r i q a d e  t o  have a copy. D i v i s i o n  would have  a copy i f  t h a t  i s  
where i t  t e r m i n a t e d .  

B .  Did you j u s t  s a y  t h a t  t h e  4 / 3  p r o v i d e d  a d m i n i s t r a -
t i v e  s u p p o r t  f o r  Task Force  B a r k e r ,  S1  s u p p o r t ?  

A .  No: The way t h e  S1 would work t h e r e ,  I t h i n k ,  
each  u n i t  may have  p r o v i d e d  t h a t ,  l i k e  k e e p i n g  t r a c k  o f  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r e c o r d s .  I t h i n k  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  b a t t a l i o n  would 
h a n d l e  t h e i r  1 f u n c t i o n s .  Lilce, w e  w i l l  s a y  t h a t  Bravo Com-
pany,  t h e i r  1 f u n c t i o n s  were h a n d l e d  by t h e i r  company back 
i n  t h e  b a s e  a r e a  i n  Duc Pho and  bv t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  t h e y  
were o r i g i n a l l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  i n  t h e  r e a r  a r e a .  The l o g i s t i c s ,  
t h a t  was hand led  by us comple t e ly  a s  f a r  a s  r e s u p p l y  th rough  
ou r  4 s e c t i o n .  
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Q. Supnose t h e y  had  a p e r s o n n e l  r e q u i s i t i o n  f o r  Task 
Fo rcc  Darke r ,  would t h a t  have  b e e n  h a n d l e d  by y o u r  S l ?  

A .  I c o u l d  o n l v  g i v e  you a q u e s s .  

0 .  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  k e e p i n q  p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s .  

A .  I u n d e r s t a n d .  

Q. l h a t  would have  b e e n  done by t h e  p a r e n t  u n i t ?  

A. I t h i n k  i t  was done by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b a t t a l i o n .  
I t h i n k  1/20 would have  h a n d l e d  t h e i r  p e r s o n n e l  r e q u e s t s  a,nd 
t h e  3/1 would h a n d l e  t h e i r  p e r s o n n e l  r e q u e s t s .  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  
on t h a t .  Th i s  i s  o n l y ,  you know.. .. 
Q Do you know what  was done w i t h  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  
Task Force  B a r k e r  when i t  was d i sbanded  on 8 o r  9 A p r i l  1968?  

A.  No, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what  happened t o  them. They 
p o s s i h l v  c o u l d  have  gone e i t h e r  back t o  t h e i r  u n i t  o r  back 
to-- they c o u l d  have  b e e n  j u s t  f i l e d .  

...Q Of c o u r s e ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Task F o r c e  B a r k e r ' s  .-.. 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  i t s e l f ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have  any p a r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  a-

A .  R igh t  . 
Q The r e c o r d s  c o u l d  have  been  r e t i r e d ?  

A. R i g h t .  

(2 S e n t  t o  Depar tment  o f  t h e  Army unde r  t h e  name of  
Task Fo rce  B a r k e r .  I t  j u s t  o c c u r r e d  t o  m e  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  
4/3 gave them s o  much s u p p o r t ,  m iqh t  t h e y  have  b e e n  r e t i r e d  
t o  t h e  4/3 and be i n  t h e  r e t a i n e d  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  4/3? Is 
t h a t  l o g i c a l ?  

A .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  i s .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  two p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
t h a t  I can  s e e .  They c o u l d  have  r e t i r e d  t h e  r e c o r d s  s i n c e  t h e  
4/3 a t  one t i m e  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  whole  AO. Then t h e y  
gave  p a r t  o f  i t  t o  Task Fo rce  B a r k e r ,  and t h e n  they t ook  i t  
o v e r  f o r  a w h i l e ,  and t h e n  t h e y  moved a n o t h e r  u n i t  i n  t he re - -
no,  a s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  t h e y  r a n  t h e  whole a r e a  
a f t e r  Task Fo rce  B a r k e r  l e f t .  And t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  been  r e t i r e d  
t o  o u r  o p e r a t i o n s .  We c o u l d  have  t a k e n  a l l  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  
rec o r d s  . 
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Q .  S i n c e  you took  over from them i n  t h a t  a r e a  of 
o p e r a t i o n s  ? 

A .  R i g h t .  The o p e r a t i o n s  and i n t e l .  The p e r s o n n e l  
and t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t u f f  would p robab ly  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  
p a r e n t  u n i t  o f  each  company t h a t  was work ing  t h e r e  and p o s s i b l y  
any a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  S 1  t y p e  work would have  gone t o  t h e  
b r i g a d e  S1.  

Q I u n d e r s t a n d .  B u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  p a p e r s ?  

A .  There  is a  v e r y  good p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  4 / 3  
would have  t a k e n  a l l  t h e i r  f i l e s ,  because  t h e y  need  them, f o r  
r e c o r d s  of  p a s t  o p e r a t i o n s  w i l l  a i d  you a g r e a t  d e a l .  

LTC PATTERSON: Do you r e c a l l ,  w h i l e  you were t h e  b r i g a d e  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  s e e i n g  any a f t e r  actions r e n o r t s  f rom Task 
Force  Ba rke r?  

A.  I ' m  s u r e  I saw some. I saw them from most  o f  
t h e  u n i t s  . 
Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  you t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s a y  any-
t h i n g  o r  o f f e r  any e v i d e n c e  o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w e  have  n o t  
asked  you abou t  t h a t  you t h i n k  migh t  b e  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h i s  i n -
q u i r y .  O r ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  you would c a r e  t o  
s a y  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  make a m a t t e r  of  r e c o r d ,  I would 
l i k e  t o  g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s a y  i t .  

A .  I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  migh t  h e l p  
you. - I ' m  s o r r y  t h a t  I c a n ' t  be  o f  m o r e  h e l p  t o  you .  

MR WEST: W e l l ,  you have  been  h e l p f u l  t o  u s ,  and w e  v e r y  
much a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming h e r e .  T h i s  l a s t  s u g g e s t i o n  you 
made about  where t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  f i l e s  o f  Task Force  Barker  
might  be  c o u l d  be  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u s .  Thank you v e r y  much 
f o r  coming i n .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1615 h o u r s ,  2 3  J a n u a r y  
1970.)  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HAEBERLE, Ronald L, 

DATE OF -TESTIMONY: 17 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITmSS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: Ralph RUDD, Willoughby, Ohio, civilian attorney
retained at personal expense. 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Photographer, Public In-
formation Office, llth Infantry ~rigade. 

1. PRIOR TRAINING IN THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The witness stated that he joined the llth Brigade in 
Hawaii and travelled to Vietnam with them (Pq- 5) However, 
he noted that he avoided much of the classroom training 
while he was in Hawaii by finagling his way out of it with 
photographic assignments (p. 65). The witness could not 
recall the information office at the llth Brigade being re-
sponsible for the handing out of MACV cards "Nine Rules" and 
"Enemy in Your Hands" (pg. 37). 

2. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a. Movement with C/1/20. 

The witness testified that he went in on the CA with 
the second lift of helicopters (pg. 6). After landing, he 
moved in a south-southeast direction with a reinforced squad 
under the control of an NCO (pgs. 7-9). These men fired on 
some people moving on Highway 521 (pgs. 46, 47). The witness 
testified that he took pictures of some of these bodies, but 
there may have been more. He did not go to search (pg. 47). 
This group of men moved across a ditch, and shortly thereafter, 
they saw a woman. One of the GI's opened fire on her and the 
others started firing also (pgs. 9, 10). About this time, a 
helicopter dropped a red smoke grenade and the men travelled 
toward where it landed (pg. 10). The witness recounted then 
seeing a man and two small children, one of whom was pleading 
for their lives. Someone opened fire on them (pg. 11). He 
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added t h a t  some peop le  were h i d i n g  i n  a d i t c h  n e a r  High-
way 521 and were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e i r  cows o f f  t h e  road.  
These were s h o t  (pg. 11). The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t r a v e l l i n g  
i n  an area where a mortar had been se t  up (pg. 1 5 ) .  The w i t -
n e s s  could  n o t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any minigun f i r e  from h e l i c o p t e r s ,  
b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was w i l d  f i r e  coming from t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pgs.  13 ,  52) . This  f i r i n g  had d i e d  down by t h e  t i m e  he g o t  
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 5 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he t r a v -
e l l e d  i n  an  a r e a  where p i g s  were be ing  k e p t  i n  a pen. These 
p i g s  were a l l  s h o t  and a t o r c h  was p u t  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  (pgs.  
15,  5 3 ) .  H e  recounted  p a s s i n g  a hootch and n o t i c i n g  an  e l-
d e r l y  woman on a bed i n s i d e  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  She had been s h o t  
(pg. 1 6 ) .  By t h e  t i m e  he  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  t r o o p s  
were s e t t i n g  it a f i r e  (pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  noted  one i n s t a n c e  where 
he  took a p i c t u r e  of  a G I  throwing a grenade i n t o  a t u n n e l .  
The hand grenade  d i d  n o t  go down i n t o  t h e  t u n n e l  and he was 
f o r c e d  t o  t a k e  cover  (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  spoke of a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  
i n  which some of  t h e  t r o o p s  were h a r a s s i n g  a young g i r l  by 
s t r i p p i n g  h e r  b l o u s e  o f f .  Her mother t r i e d  t o  p r o t e c t  h e r  and 
a group of people  were g a t h e r e d  t h e r e .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  took 
a p i c t u r e  of  t h i s  group,  tu rned  away, and t h e n  heard  two 
M-16's o p m u p  w i t h  au tomat ic  f i r e .  A l l  t h e  Vietnamese i n  t h e  
group were a p p a r e n t l y  k i l l e d .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he saw bod ies  
f a l l i n g  and n o t i c e d  t h e  M-16's smoking, b u t  he  d i d  n o t  count  
t h e  b o d i e s , n o r  t a k e  a p i c t u r e  of  t h e  carnage  (pgs.  17 ,  1 8 ) .  
H e  r e l a t e d  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  t a k e  a p i c t u r e  of a wounded c h i l d .  
A s  he  was f o c u s i n g ,  a n o t h e r  G I  s h o t  him and k i l l e d  him (pg. 
5 3 ) .  A t  a n o t h e r  l o c a t i o n ,  he  saw a s m a l l  c h i l d  come o u t  of 
a rice paddy toward a group of  bod ies .  The c h i l d  had had 
h i s  f o o t  s h o t  o f f  and a p p a r e n t l y  was a t t e m p t i n g  t o  f i n d  h i s  
mother i n  t h e  group of bod ies .  One of t h e  U.S. t r o o p s  s h o t  and 
k i l l e d  him (pgs.  23, 2 4 ) .  I n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  saw a group of 50 o r  more c i v i l i a n s  who 
were a l l  k n e e l i n g  down. A U.S. t r o o p  wi th  a machinegun opened 
f i r e  on t h e s e  peop le  (pg. 2 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  when 
C a r t e r  s h o t  h imsel f  i n  khe f o o t  n e a r  an o l d  pagoda (pgs.  18 ,  
1 9 ) .  L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON and Capta in  MEDINA w e r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  
a f t e r  CARTER was s h o t  (pg. 1 9 ) .  A t  about  t h i s  same t ime ,  t h e  
w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  some of t h e  men y e l l i n g  t o  c u t  o u t  t h e  shoot-  
i n g  (pg. 5 4 ) .  

Act ion w i t h  B/4/3. 

The w i t n e s s  t h e n  t r a v e l l e d  t o  where B/4/3 was oper-
a t i n g ,  probably  taward t h e  Song Tra Khuc River  (pgs .  26, 2 7 ) .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  a VC uniform being found hidden under a rock i n  
t h a t  a r e a  (pg. 30) .  H e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  when h e  was w i t h  B/4/3, 
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he recalled a radio transmission . Captain MICHLES, 
the company commander was on the radio and was heard to 

make a comment that 'they were all women and childred' and 

some other sly remarks (pgs. 31, 32). However, the wit- 

ness stated that nothing was stated to make him suspect that 

anything out of the ordinary had happened that morning (pg. 

32). He could recall no prisoners being shot at the night 

laager area (pg. 33) . 
3. REPORTING THE INCIDENT. 


a. The witness' report of the incident. 


On his return to the information office, the witness 

mentioned to the personnel there that women and children had 

been killed, but he did not go into detail (pgs. 34, 40, 41). 

He stated that no one seemed to be interested, but only 

considered the operation a great victory (pgs. 40, 41). The 

witness could not recall who in particular he had spoken,to/ 

.(pg. 42). The witness stated that he did not feel that there 

was anyone on the brigade staff in whom he could have con- 

fided, including the 'brigade chaplain (pgs. 43, 61, 62). He 

had met the division information officer, but had never had a 

chance to speak with him (pg. 44). 


b. Investiqation.. 


The witness was not familiar with MACV Directive 20- 

4 (pgs. 34, 35). He stated that he had heard of no investi- 

gation of this incident while he was in Vietnam (pgs. 62, 

63). He added that had there been an investigation, he 

would have been more than happy to supply his personal color 

photographs to the investigating offieer (pg. 41). 


4. OPERATING AS AN ARMY PHOTOGRAPHER. 


The witness stated that he had studied photography in 
college, and trained Army photographers after coming into 
the service (pg. 36). Since coming into the service, he had 
discovered for instance, that if you take a picture of a 
general and he happens to be smiling wrong in the photograph, . 
you destroyed that photograph. Therefore, he stated he felt 
that if he had turned in his color pictures, they would have 
been destroyed (pg. 71). He noted that all photographic as- 
signments he had received were oral (pg. 66). He explained 
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t h a t  t h e  Army u t i l i z e d  b l a c k  and w h i t e  f i l m  f o r  t h e i r  
normal pho tograph ic  work (pgs .  4 5 ,  46) . 
5. THE WITNESS' TAKING THE PICTURES ON 16 MARCH 1968. 

a .  I d e a  f o r  a l e c t u r e  series. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  took h i s  p e r s o n a l  
camera,  as w e l l  as h i s  Army camera,  a lmos t  everywhere.  He 
had i n  mind composing a l e c t u r e  s e r i e s  c o v e r i n g  h i s  two 
y e a r s  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  from h i s  photographs  (pgs. 3 8 ,  3 9 )  . 
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had shown h i s  c o l o r  s l i d e s  from h i s  t o u r  
i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  t o  s e v e r a l  c i v i c  groups  i n  C leve land ,  Ohio. 
H e  no ted  t h a t  i n  g i v i n g  h i s  l e c t u r e  he  had  mentioned t h e  
V i e t  Cong a t r o c i t i e s  d u r i n g  -T e t ,  1968 (pg. 6 9 ) .  

b. The d e v e l o ~ i n a  o f  t h e  ~ i c t u r e s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  know who 
developed h i s  b l a c k  and w h i t e  f i l m , b u t  n o t e d  he  developed 
h i s  own c o l o r  f i l m  (pg. 6 8 ) .  

v 
c .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  o t h e r  p i c t u r e s  were t a k e n  on h 

16 March. d 

The w i t n e s s  n o t e d  t h a t  he  cou ld  have t a k e n  more i 
pho tographs ,  b o t h  b l a c k  and w h i t e  and c o l o r ,  b u t  he was n o t  i 

c e r t a i n  (pgs .  46, 59). 
d .  The t a k i n g  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e s .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  took  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  
i n  My L a i  more o r  less mechanica l ly  due t o  h i s  t r a i n i n g  a s  
a pho tographer .  He no ted  t h a t  he would have r e p o r t e d  what 
he had s e e n ,  b u t  he  had l e a r n e d  s i n c e  h e  had  been i n  t h e  A r m y  
t o  keep h i s  mouth s h u t  (pgs .  70, 7 1 ) .  

6. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Pe r sons  spoken t o  s i n c e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  became p u b l i c .  

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  o t h e r  person  t o  
whom he  had  spoken s i n c e  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  was p u b l i c i z e d  
was J a y  ROBERTS (pg. 6 )  . 

b.  S ta t emen t  o f  S e r g e a n t  M I N H .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he was w i t h  S e r g e a n t  M I N H ,  t h e  
Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r ,  on t h e  day o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  M I N H  
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had shaken h i s  head and s t a t e d  he d i d  no t  be l i eve  t h i s  
could have happened (pg. 23) .  

c. Reports of o t h e r  a t r o c i t i e s .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  a t  t imes U . S .  
t roop  a c t i v i t i e s  were o f t e n  a s  a t roc ious  a s  V i e t  Cong ac t -  
i v i t y .  He based t h i s  on rumors and hearsay t h a t  he had 
heard dur ing h i s  t o u r  i n  Vietnam (pgs. 43, 64, 65) .  

d. Opinions of t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai.  

The wi tness  opined t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  happened be- 
cause personnel  of C Company were psyched up and resen ted  
t h e  whole P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  when t h e  men went 
i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they were very e f f e c t i v e  and hus ines s l i ke  
i n  what they d i d  (pg. 73) . 

Exhib i t s .  

The wi tness  annotated Exhib i t  P-1 on two 
qccasions.  These were en te red  i n t o  evidence a s  Exhib i t s  P-
177 and P-188. Exhib i t  M-52 expla ins  t h e  reasons f o r  
t he se  two annota t ions  (pg. 76) .  Photographs taken by t h e  
wi tness  which were introduced i n t o  evidence a r e  noted on 
the  e x h i b i t  l i s t  which follows.  
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E X I I I B I T  
DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES-.-NUMHI";R ---- - -- --- _.-- --

W i t  had n e v e r  s e e n  
D D - - U C V  D i r e c t i v e 2 Q - 4 - h u t t o l d _ ~ f  34.35i t s  

e x i s t e n c e .  
- .-	 --

W i t  t hough t  h e  had 
m ~ d l ' ~ s "s e e n i t .~4-2
 6-3 

MACV Card "The Enemy 

M- 3 i n  Your Hands" 

U s t r u c t i o n s  t o  wl&ess, 

P-1 	 A e r l ~ p h o t o ? .  --- -. 

p-1 - -	A e r i a l  photo--
Vietnamese i n  f r o n t  aE 

-P-2 --?!uK~ 
G I  and Vietnamese i n  

weapons 
CARTER b e i n g  

---P-6 t r e a t e d  

CARTER b e i n g  comfor ted  
CARTER w i t h  MEDINA 

P-8 background 

P-9 I Medics c a r r y i n g  CARTER 

Men c o d o r t i n g  CARTER 
CARTER loaded  i n t o  t h e  
d u s t o f f .  

-
Group a t  s o u t h  edge or 
hamle t  

6 


w i t  cou ld  n o t  

recall it. 


. Read by w i t n e s s .  

Annotated P-177 

Annotated P-188 

- .--37 

----1 

7 ~ 2 1 -

---A76 

23 

1 19 ,67  

19 

19 

19 

22 

~ e s c r i b e d .  

-

~ e s c r i b e d .  

I Descr ibed .  


I Descr ibed .  


Descr ibed .  


Descr ibed .  


Descr ibed . 
-
Descr ibed .  
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EXIIIUITS 

k~XIIIl3I:T 
NUblJ31<1<.-T--,- L)I:SCIII:l'TION ---- . -\-NOTES ----- PAGES 

P-16 Burninq hootch and bod ...- -I 4Described* 
P-17 I HAEBERLE's p a r t i n q  Pi c  { Described. 

G I ' s  and de ta inees  near  
P-18 -1-end of CA P e s c r i b e d .  ---- 301 
P-20 1 G 1 . l ~wi th  woman .- Mentioned. t 31 

P-21 G I ' s  i n t e r r o g a t i n g--I 
P-22 de t a inee  -

M I N H  and MICHLES and 
p-2 3 / de ta inees  -4 Described. --1.---30,31 

P-24 1 G I  chopping corn -p e s c r i b e d .  1 l5 
r-----

-----P-25 I , G I  looking a t  documents ] Described. L l6 

Dot t ie  -morn of  

1 aP-27C l ~ e c o n d  l i f t  on a i r  Described. -. ----

P - 2 8 ~  L~moke bomb e a s t  of  My L$ Described. 1 26,28--- -- -J-.--- - -
Described. 

P-30C G I  f i r i n g  on CA Described.1 -

P-31C Bodies i n  road Described. 

P-32C Dead woman Described. 1 1 , 1 2-- -- - ---- --. -- -- -C I C-
P-33C Same scene a s  P-16 Described. 1 6  

-. --
7- I 

P-34C 1 Bodies i n  hootch - -I Described. 
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G I  chopping c o r n  (See  
P-24) 
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P-59 BARKER'S d r i v e r  

P-61 Troops moving s o u t h  
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57 

Descr ibed .  9-

Descr ibed .  -- 17  
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1 6 , 3 1  

1 Descr ibed .  
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d e t a i n e e s  
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d e t a i n e e s  

------ 

G I ' s  f i r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  
Contac t  p o i n t  P-59 
t h r u  P-69 
Scene on s o u t h e r n  s i d e  
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MAP-4 

P-1 

I Map 

anno ta ted  

6739 I1 
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Described.  


Described.  


Described.  
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(The h e a r i n g  r e c o n v e n e d  a t  1352 h o u r s ,  1 7  
J a n u a r y  19 70.  ) 

I0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS,  MR 
MACCRATE, MR WEST, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL MILLER, COL 
WILSON, MAJ ZYC14OWSK1, a n d  MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Ronald  L. HAEBERLE. 

(MR HAEBERLE was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  
s w o r n ,  and  t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s : )  

RCDR: M r .  HAEBERLE, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you s t a t e  y o u r  
f u l l  name, o c c u p a t i o n ,  a n d  r e s i d e n c e ?  

A. My name i s  Ronald  Lawrence HAEBERLE, I l i v e  a t  
3303 L i n d e n  Road, Apar tmen t  6 0 5 ,  Rocky R i v e r ,  O h i o .  I ' m  i n  
b u s i n e s s  management.  I ' m  a s u p e r v i s o r  f o r  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  c o r -
p o r a t i o n .  

Q M r .  HAEBERLE, a r e  you  r e p r e s e n t e d  by c o u n s e l ?  

A. Y e s ,  I a m .  

Q W i l l  c o u n s e l  so  s t a t e  h i s  name, p l e a s e .  

I C :  My name i s  Ralph R U D D ,  I ' m  an  a t t o r n e y .  I l i v e  a t  
4777 Wood S t r e e t ,  i n  Wi l loughby  O h i o .  My o f f i c e  i s  a t  33 P u b l i c  
S q u a r e ,  C l e v e l a n d ,  Ohio .  

Q .  Thank you .  

I0 : M r .  HAEBERLE, have  you r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and  t h e  
g u i d a n c e  ( E x h i b i t  M-57) which  was p r o v i d e d  you?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I h a v e .  

Q D o  you  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t ?  D o  you  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No. 

Q - A s i d e  f rom m y s e l f  h e r e  a t  t h e  t a b l e  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  
t h e r e  are s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  who may a d d r e s s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you .  On 

1 
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my l e f t  i s  M r .  Rober t  MACCRATE who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y ,  who 
has  v o l u n t e e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  
a s s i s t  m e  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and a l s o  p r o v i d e  m e  l e g a l  
c o u n s e l .  The o t h e r  c i v i l i a n  a t  t h e  f a r  end  i s  M r .  WALSH, who 
has  l i k e w i s e ,  v o l u n t e e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  
Army t o  a s s i s t  M r .  MACCRATE and myse l f  i n  t h e  conduc t  o f  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  On my immediate  r i g h t  i s  M r .  Bland WEST, who 
i s  an a s s i s t a n t  g e n e r a l  c o u n s e l  o f  t h e  Depar tment  o f  t h e  Army, 
and h e  h a s  been d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and 
t h e  Chief  o f  S t a f f  t o  s e r v e  w i t h  m e  a s  Deputy i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n .  On h i s  r i g h t  i s  Co lone l  FRANKLIN, C o l o n e l  MILLER, 
Colone l  WILSON, and i n  t h e  f a r  c o r n e r  i s  Major ZYCHOWSKI. A l l  
o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  have  been  d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  Chief  o f  S t a f f  
and t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  m e  i n  t h e  conduc t  
o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  And, t h e y  l i k e w i s e  may a d d r e s s  q u e s t i o n s  
t o  you. 

You s h o u l d  know t h a t  a s i d e  from t h i s  g r o u p ,  w e  a l s o  
have o t h e r  g roups  t h a t  a r e  l i k e w i s e  t a k i n g  t e s t i m o n y  from o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  however ,  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  I have t h e  re-
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  we igh ing  t h e  
e v i d e n c e ,  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendation.  

A l l  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  who a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  
a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  t e s t i m o n y  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
o t h e r s  t h a t  may a p p e a r  a s  w i t n e s s e s  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  I n  
you r  i n s t a n c e ,  I would r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  you r  t e s t i -
mony w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
e x c e p t  a s  you may b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a competen t  jud- 
i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. I n  ' a d d i t i o n ,  you 
a r e  c a u t i o n e d  t h a t  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of  t h e  Un i t ed  
S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y ,  t h a t  you r  t e s t i m o n y  h e r e  would i n  no  way 
change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h a t  o r d e r ,  o r  f o r  
any o t h e r  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l s  which may b e  b r o u g h t  
t o  l i g h t  by t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Do you have  any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

10 :  Co lone l  MILLER? 

COL MILLER: I n o t i c e d ,  M r .  HAEBERLE, t h a t  you have c o u n s e l  w i t h  
you t o d a y .  You a r e  n o t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  s u s p e c t e d  of  an  o f f e n s e  f o r  
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wliich you c a n  be t r i e d .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  you c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  
Lhc r i y i l t  t o  have  c o u n s e l  h e r e ,  a n d  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  him a t  any 
t i m c .  And you ( a d d r e s s i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  c o u n s e l . )  may c e r t a i n l y  
c o n s u l t  w i t h  M r .  IIAEBERLE a t  any t i m e .  

I n  v iew o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  n o t  s u s p e c t e d  o f  
an  o f f e n s e ,  I d o n ' t  i n t e n d  t o  g i v e  you any w a r n i n g  u n d e r  t h e  
F i f t h  Amendment, o r  A r t i c l e  3 1  o f  t h e  U C M J .  

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  known 
t o  you t h a t  you f e e l  you c a n n o t  t e s t i f y  a b o u t  b e c a u s e  o f  s e l f -
i n c r i m i n a t i o n ,  you  c a n  c e r t a i n l y  a s s e r t  i t .  And, i f  it comes 
t o  l i g h t  a n d  w e  t h i n k  a  w a r n i n g  s h o u l d  b e  q i v e n ,  w e  w i l l  d o  
s o .  Do you h a v e  any q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h a t ?  

No, I d o n ' t .  

I C :  I h a v e  a c o u p l e  o f  r e m a r k s  t h a t  I would  l i k e  t o  make 
a s  a g e n e r a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  G e n e r a l  PEERS. I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  
M r .  HAEBERLE b r o u g h t  w i t h  h im,  h e  t e l l s  m e ,  a t a p e  r e c o r d e r ,  
and  h a s  i n q u i r e d  o f  Major ZYCHOWSKI, a n d  o f  Major  PEERS w h e t h e r  
h e  m i g h t  u s e  i t ,  a n d  h e  h a s  been  a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  n o t  
b e  p e r m i t t e d .  

I0 : M a j o r  PEERS? 

I C :  F o r g i v e  m e ,  Major  LYNN. I would  l i k e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
I would  l i k e  t o  renew t h a t  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d .  

1 0 :  I a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  r e q u e s t  v e r y  much, b u t  w e  a r e  n o t  
g o i n g  t o  a l l o w  any o f  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  h e r e  t o  b e  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  
any i . , n d i v i d u a l .  The i n f o r m a t i o n  which i s  t a k e n  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  
w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C h i e f  o f  S t a f f ,  a n d  t o  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army. And, it w i l l  b e  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  wha t  w i l l  b e  done w i t h  any  o f  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o r  any  
p a r t s  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h e r e a f t e r .  S o ,  a s  a c o n s e q u e n c e ,  
a f t e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  i t ,  from a l l  o f  t h e  a s p e c t s ,  I c a n n o t  a p p r o v e  

. it .  

I C :  L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show an e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  r u l i n g .  

The o t h e r  m a t t e r  I ' d  l i k e  t o  m e n t i o n  i s  t h a t  M r .  
HAEBERLE - -

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Now, j u s t  a m i n u t e .  B e f o r e  w e  g e t  
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th rough  h e r e  on t h i s .  There  i s  one r i g h t  which I have a l l owed  
any i n d i v i d u a l  t o  d o ,  i f  by chance  he i s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s  
b e f o r e  any o f  t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l s ,  t h a t  w e  would make a v a i l a b l e  
t o  him h i s  t e s t i m o n y  s o  t h a t  he  can  come and r ev i ew  h i s  t e s t i -
mony t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  i t .  Bu t ,  a s  f a r  a s  a r e c o r d i n g ,  
t h e  answer t o  t h a t  i s  n e g a t i v e .  

I C :  A l l  r i g h t .  Thank you. Tha t  i s  welcomed a d v i c e ,  
t hank  you. The o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  ment ion i s  t h a t  
M r .  HAEBERLE does  n o t  have i n  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n  a t  t h i s  p l a c e  and 
t ime  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s l i d e s  made from t h e  c o l o r  f i l m  t h a t  h e  u sed  
i n  h i s  own camera d u r i n g  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  I u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  of L i f e  magazine.  They a r e  s t i l l  
owned by him, and h e  does  have a c c e s s  t o  them. H e  b e l i e v e s  
t h a t  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i n  which t h o s e  p i c t u r e s  
were t a k e n  may n o t  be  c o m p l e t e l y  a c c u r a t e ,  and would l i k e  a t  
some s t a g e ,  t o  have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  examine t h e  numbers on 
t h e  edges  of  t h e  f i l m  t h a t  compr i se s  t h o s e  s l i d e s .  And, 
from t h o s e  numbers h e  b e l i e v e s  he  c o u l d  d e t e r m i n e  p r e c i s e l y  
w i t h o u t  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e r r o r ,  t h e  e x a c t  o r d e r  i n  
which t h o s e  s l i d e s  w e r e  t a k e n .  And, any t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  he  
g i v e s  t oday  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  any q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  o r d e r  o f  
which t h o s e  s l i d e s  were  t a k e n  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  c o r -
r e c t i o n  by f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h o s e  numbers.  

I 0 : We a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  v e r y  much. A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  
i n  l i n e  w i t h  you r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  i f  M r .  HAEBERLE, o r  y o u r s e l f  
would l i k e  t o  come h e r e  a t  any t i m e  t o  rev iew t h e s e  f i l m s  
w i t h  Major ZYCHOWSKI o r  one  o f  t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  a s s i g n e d  
t o  t h e  I n q u i r y ,  w e  would be  happy t o  have  you do s o .  And, 
we would ask  t h a t  you a r e  s u g g e s t i n g  h e r e  a s  f a r  a s  check ing  
t h e  n e g a t i v e s  f o r  t h e  sequence  numbers would be  v e r y  h e l p f u l  
t o  u s .  W e  have  t h e  s equence  numbers on t h e  b l a c k  and w h i t e .  
We do  n o t  have t h e  sequence  numbers on t h e  c o l o r e d  f i l m .  And, ' 
i t  would be  v e r y  h e l p f u l  t o  know t h a t  w e  do have  them i n  
p r o p e r  o r d e r .  

M r .  HAEBERLE, would you i n d i c a t e  y o u r  d u t y  a s s i g n -  
ment a s  d f  16 March 1968? 

A .  W e l l ,  more o r  less ,  I was a s s i g n e d  a s  a  p h o t o g r a p h e r  
t o  t h a t  a r e a  t o  b r i n g  back p i c t u r e s  f o r  l i k e ,  hometown news 
r e l e a s e s  o f  t h e  G I  and any newsworthy e v e n t s  t h a t  happened t h e r e .  

C?.  You were a  p h o t o g r a p h e r  t h e n  f o r  t h e  - -
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  3 1 s t  P u b l i c  I n f o r m a t i o n  Detachment .  

Q A t  LZ Bronco? 

A.  A t  Duc Pho. 

Q And, how l o n g  had  you been  a t  t h a t  a s s i g n m e n t ?  

A.  I was a t  t h a t  a s s i g n m e n t  s i n c e  somet ime i n  Sep t embe r ,  
a b o u t  mid-September when C o l o n e l  HENDERSON app roved  i t ,  w i t h  
t h e  1 1 t h  B r i g a d e  i n  Hawai i .  

Q. I n  Hawai i?  

A. R i g h t .  

Q And, you t h e r e f o r e ,  must  have moved t o  Hawaii  w i t h  
t h e  b r i g a d e ?  I mean f rom Hawai i .  

A. From Hawaii  t o  Vietnam December 6 ,  1968 .  W e  l e f t  by 
b o a t .  

A. I n  1 9 6 7 ,  I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q. And, fiow l o n g  a f t e r  1 6  March d i d  you remain  
a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  de t achmen t?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  i t  ;as a v e r y ,  v e r y  
s h o r t  t i m e .  I was d i s c h a r g e d  on 27 March 1968 ,  a t  F o r t  Lewi s ,  
Washin-gton. 

Q So ,  you  p r o b a b l y  l e f t  Sou th  Vietnam somewhere a l o n g  
t h e  t i m e  o f  23 o r  24 March? 

A.  I t  c o u l d  be  sometime i n  t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q Where d i d  you  l e a v e  from? 

A. I l e f t  Cam Ranh Bay. I l e f t  Chu L a i  a n d  went  down 
t o  Cam Ranh Bay. 

Q S i n c e  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  became a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  
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knowledge i n  t h e  t i m e  f rame o f  Sep t embe r ,  O c t o b e r  o f  l a s t  y e a r ,  
have you had  any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  anybody t h a t  was c o n n e c t e d  
w i t h  t h e  d e t a c h m e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  o r  w i t h  t h e  America1 
D i v i s i o n ?  

A .  I have  no- -no th ing .  

Q You have  had  no  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  p e o p l e  s u c h  as ROB-
ERTS? 

A. No. The o n l y  p e r s o n  I had a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  was 
ROBERTS. When t h i s  t h i n g  b r o k e  i n  t h e  newspapers  o r  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r w a r d s .  A f t e r  h e  was t a l k e d  w i t h  by L i f e ,.-- a f t e r  t h a t  I 
c a l l e d  him and  w e  j u s t  s o r t  o f  t a l k e d .  I t  was a t i m e  a f t e r  
h e  had h i s  m e e t i n g  h e r e .  I t h i n k  it was o n l y  t w i c e  t h a t  I 
t a l k e d  t o  ROBERTS. 

Q And, t o  y o u r  knowledge you have  n o t  t a l k e d  t o  any-
one e lse  from t h e  POI d e t a c h m e n t ,  o r  w i t h  anyone e lse  f rom t h e  
b r i g a d e - -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No one c o n t a c t e d  m e  a t  any t i m e  a f t e r  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t .  

Q Now, t h e n ,  coming back  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  would  
you s t a r t  o f f  p l e a s e  and  i n d i c a t e  when you f i r s t  became i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I t  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  day  b e f o r e ,  when .I v o l u n t e e r e d  
f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I d i d n ' t  e v e n  have  t o  g o ,  b u t  I v o l u n t e e r e d .  
I h e a r d  it w a s  supposed  t o  b e  a p r e t t y  e x c i t i n g  o n e .  And, as u 
f o r  m y s e l f ,  I l i k e  e x c i t e m e n t .  So ,  I j u s t  v o l u n t e e r e d .  The 

tf 

n e x t  d a y ,  ROBERTS and  I g o t  up and went  t o  o u r  h e l i c o p t e r  p a d  
4 

a t  o u r  b a s e  camp and  t o o k  o f f  f o r  Task Fo rce  B a r k e r .  + 
And, when d i d  you become i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (*

Q 
i t s e l f ?  

A.  I w a s  on  t h e  s e c o n d  l i f t .  I t  w a s  somet ime i n  t h e  
morning.  What t i m e  e x a c t l y  I w o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  b e c a u s e  I c a n ' t  
remember e x a c t l y .  

Q W e l l ,  f o r  a p o i n t  o f  r e f e r e n c e ,  I can  t e l l  you wha t  
t i m e  t h e  s e c o n d  l i f t  wen t  i n .  

A.  W e l l ,  I went  i n  w i t h  t h e  s econd  l i f t .  
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C1 The f i r s t  l i f t  went i n  a t  0730. The s econd  l i f t  
went i n  a t  0747, and was comple ted  by 0750. So t h a t  would p u t  
you on tlic ground  a t  r ough ly  0750. I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  you have 
been t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Major ZYCHOWSKI, t o  go  o v e r  t h e  p i c t u r e s  
t h a t  were t a k e n  by y o u r s e l f ,  t o  p u t  them i n  s equence  and  t o  
t r y  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  s i t e s  where e a c h  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e s  were t a k e n ,  
t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  you r  memory a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

M r .  HAEBERLE, I would l i k e  you ,  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t o  
u se  t h i s  pho tog raph  which you marked and s t a r t  o f f  w i t h  t h e  LZ 
and go th rough  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and from t i m e  t o  t i m e  a t  some 
of t h e  key p o i n t s ,  such  a s  h e r e  and h e r e  and h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
i n d i c a t e  t h e  approximate  t i m e s  t h a t  you were  t h e r e ,  now t h a t  
you know t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  s t a r t e d  abou t  0750 o r  0800. 

A. I t ' s  j u s t  go ing  t o  be g u e s s  work,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

I C :  May I a sk  t h a t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  a l t h o u g h  Gene ra l  
PEERS has  s t a t e d  M r .  HAEBERLE, a c t u a l l y  i t  was marked by Major 
ZYCHOWSKI, b u t  unde r  M r .  HAEBERLE's r a t h e r  c l o s e  d i r e c t i o n .  
H e  made a p r e l i m i n a r y  s k e t c h  on a n o t h e r  photograph  and t h e n  
Major ZYCHOWSKI d i d  make t h e  f i n a l  one .  

RCDR: Gene ra l  PEERS, may I e n t e r  t h i s  a s  an  e x h i b i t ,  
p l e a s e ?  

10: Y e s .  I would l i k e  t o  have  t h i s  a e r i a l  p h o t o  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR : T h i s  a e r i a l  p h o t o  o f  M r .  HAEBERLE's is e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  P-177. 

A .  Okay. You s a i d  t h i s  s t a r t e d  a b o u t  0750,  r i g h t ?  W e  
S 
J 

a r e  go ing  toward t h i s  t r a i l .  I know t h a t  my t r o u s e r s  w e r e  v e r y  
w e t .  There  was s t i l l  c o n d e n s a t i o n  i n  t h e  a i r ,  m o i s t u r e  on t h e  
r ice.  Okay, w e  made it back t o  he re - - a 

d 

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  what I would l i k e  you t o  do i s  a s  
you go a l o n g ,  i f  you would i n d i c a t e  a t  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  
and we can  have  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you.  The 
g r e e n  numbers h e r e ,  a s  I u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  a r e  t h e  p i c t u r e s  and 
t h e  b l u e  would i n d i c a t e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  you o b s e r v e d ,  s o  i f  
you would r e t r a c e  your  s t e p s  and i n d i c a t e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  where  
you took  t h e  p i c t u r e  and s o  o n .  And, t h e n  when you come t o  
t h e  b l u e ,  i n d i c a t e  what  you saw a t  e a c h  o f  t h o s e  s i tes .  

7 
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A.  Okay. The t i m e  i s  go ing  t o  be  t o o  h a r d  f o r  m e  t o  
t e l l .  

Q Yes. 

I C :  Would you r e p e a t  t h a t  M r .  HAEBERLE? What you j u s t  
s a i d  abou t  t h e  t i m e  and make s u r e  t h i s  i s  unde r s tood .  

A. The t i m e ,  I ' d  p r e f e r ,  s i n c e  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know what 
t i m e  it was,  I d i d n ' t  look  a t  my watch o r  any th ing - -bu t  it was 
k i n d  of  h a r d  t o  s a y  what happened h e r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  an2  t h a t  
t i m e  and s o  f o r t h .  I c a n  s a y  t h i s  was abou t  midway f r o m - t h e  
t ime  I l e f t .  You p r o b a b l y  have t h e  e x a c t  t i m e  when I l e f t .  
T h i s  i s  midway i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I w o u l d n ' t  s t a t e  w h e t h e r  t h a t  
was 0800 o r  0830, o r  0900. So,  i f  you want t o  s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  
p h o t o g r a p h s ,  I ' l l  g l a d l y  s t a r t  w i t h  t h i s  one and go down t h i s  
way. 

I0 : F i r s t ,  may I a sk  who you went  t o  t h e  s o u t h - s o u t h e a s t  
w i t h ?  

Q. Yes. Did you go  by y o u r s e l f ?  

A. I was w i t h  Jay.  ROBERTS a t  t h e  t ime .  Of c o u r s e  h e  
might  have been  way o v e r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and I might  have  
been way o v e r  h e r e .  We were g e n e r a l l y  t o g e t h e r .  

Q Were you w i t h  any s o r t  o f  t a c t i c a l  f o r m a t i o n ?  63 
.(3

A. A t  t i m e s  w e  were and a t  t i m e s  w e  j u s t  s o r t  o f  s p r e a d  ' 3 . . 

o u t .  

Q - W e l l ,  you d i d  accompany some s o r t  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
d 
r4 

o f  some v a r i e t y .  How many p e o p l e  were i n v o l v e d ?  

A. Maybe abou t  1 5  o r  s o .  

Q Would you s a y  t h a t  i t  was p e r h a p s  a r e i n f o r c e d  squad? 
A squad  b e i n g  10 o r  11 men? 

A.  I t  was abou t  15  men, and t h a t ' s  abou t  i t .  

Q. Who was i n  c h a r g e  of  them? 
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i\ . I l ~ c l i c v ei t  was an  NCO.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  an  o f f i c e r .  
A!; t o  who 11c was ,  I have no i d e a .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Major ZYCHOWSKI, would you h e l p  him now 
i n  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  p i c t u r e s  now i n  t h e  p r o p e r  sequence? .  

MAJ ZYCI1OWSKI: Yes ,  s i r .  

A. Okay, t h i s  ( E x h i b i t  P-29) i s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  I t  
l o o k s  l i k e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t a k i n g  o f f .  And, t h e  c o l o r e d  one (Ex-
h i b i t  P-55) i s  i n  t h e  same a r e a  as where  t h e y  were  s e t t i n g  down. 

10: Now, t h i s  i s  you r  a r r i v a l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  my a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  LZ. Okay, we 
jumped o u t  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and  a s  we w e r e ,  s o  w e  s t a r t e d  
fo rming  s e c u r i t y ,  we formed up ,  and  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  t o o k  o f f .  
We s t a r t e d  w a l k i n g  back t oward  t h i s  g r o v e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

I ' l l  make a s t a t e m e n t  h e r e .  The C I D  showed me an 
a r e a  l i k e  t h i s  a n d  I made a s t a t e m e n t .  I a s k e d  him t o  l o c a t e  
where t h e  clump o f  b o d i e s  were .  T h i s  way I c o u l d  be  o r i e n t a t e d  
t o  t h i s  map. So ,  h e  p o i n t e d  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  on t h e  
t r a i l  and  t h e n  I made my s k e t c h  from t h e r e .  A l s o ,  on  h i s  s k e t c h  
he  showed m e  t h i s  l i n e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and  t h e  s c r u b s  on i t  
and I a s k e d  him i f  t h e r e  was a t r a i l  on i t  r i g h t  a l o n g  i n  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  which  l o o k e d  l i k e  a t r a i l  g o i n g  r i g h t  t o  t h e  mid-

d l e  o f  t h i s  a r e a .  And, he  s a i d ,  "Yes ,  i t  seems t h a t  way." S o ,  
what  I d i d ,  I s t o p p e d  r i g h t  h e r e .  Now, f i n a l l y  I f i n d  o u t  w e  
d i d  go down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  T h a t ' s  n o t  a t r a i l - - i t ' s  j u s t  
one o f  t h e  h e d g e s .  

Q W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  i t ' s  q u i t e  a wide d i t c h .  I t ' s  a b o u t  
8 f e e t  a c r o s s  and  6 f e e t  deep .  And, i f  you r e c a l l ,  you p rob-
a b l y  d i d n ' t  go  a c r o s s  t h e  d i t c h  p r o p e r .  You p r o b a b l y  went  o v e r  
by g o i n g  s o u t h  and  g o i n g  a c r o s s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  ( i n d i c -
a t i n g )  . 
A. I know I went  down i n  t h e  d i t c h  a t  one  t i m e ,  b e c a u s e  
I r a n  up t h e  bank .  I f i n a l l y  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  w e  d i d  g o  down h e r e .  
Okay, my f i r s t  s i t e  was i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  a round  h e r e  ( i n d i c -
a t i n g ) .  The g r o u p  t h a t  f i r s t  s h o t  a t  a cow. 

I C :  L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  a r e a  marked 
w i t h  a b l u e  number 1 l a b e l e d  "Woman s h o t " .  
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A. A l s o  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e r e  seemed t o  a p p e a r  from 
beh ind  a clump of  r i c e ,  a f i g u r e  which l ooked  t o  me l i k e  a wo-
man. And, one G I  f i r e d  a t  h e r  f i r s t ,  t h e n  a l l  o f  a sudden ,  
q u i t e  a few more seemed t o  open up on h e r .  She was h i t  i n  t h e  
head and you c o u l d  see a p i e c e  o f  t h e  s k u l l  f l y i n g  up' i n  t h e  
a i r .  And, f rom t h e r e  w e  p r o g r e s s e d  s t e a d i l y  t owards  t h i s  road .  
There  were p e o p l e  wa lk ing  a l o n g  t h i s  road  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q W e l l ,  what abou t  a s  you go s o u t h ?  

A. W e l l ,  some o f  t h e s e - - w e l l ,  see, I made two t r i p s .  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  w e  came a l l  t h e  way down and went back ,  and 
came down a g a i n  and went back .  Those two c o u l d  have been  on 
t h e  way up. Give m e  p i c t u r e s  ( E x h i b i t s )  P-64, P-63, and P-61. 

(Major  ZYCHOWSKI d i d  a s  t h e  w i t n e s s  r e q u e s t e d . )  

Okay, I s a i d  t h i s  p i c t u r e  ( E x h i b i t  P-64) c o u l d  have 
been t a k e n  a s  w e  were go ing  toward t h e  road .  The same way w i t h  
t h i s  one ( E x h i b i t  P-63) h e r e .  And t h a t  c o u l d  have been  s o r t  
o f  a  sandy a r e a  from t h i s  p i c t u r e  h e r e .  Some o f  t h e s e  numbers 
a r e  n o t  e x a c t .  

I0 : Y e s ,  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t .  

A. Now ( E x h i b i t  P-61) i t  c o u l d  have  been  t h a t  w e  w e r e  
moving back toward t h e  v i l l a g e  and w e  were g o i n g  t h i s  way a g a i n ,  
I c a n n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q Y e s ,  a l l  r i g h t .  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  So,  w e ' r e  head ing  toward t h e  r o a d  a g a i n .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: E x h i b i t s  P-64, P-63, and P-61 a r e  i n d i c a t e d  
on t h e  map showing M r .  HAEBERLE go ing  i n  a s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i -
r e c t i o n .  

A.  NOW,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  I canno t  r e c a l l  i f  w e  d i d  go a l l  
t h e  way t o  t h e  r o a d  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  ove rhead  
dropped  a  r e d  bomb which means t o  go back t o  t h a t  a r e a ,  which 
w e  d i d .  Now, c o u l d  I p l e a s e  have p i c t u r e s  ( E x h i b i t s )  P-31, 
P-32, P-62,?  

(Major ZYCHOWSKI d i d  a s  r e q u e s t e d .  ) 

Okay, now I ' l l  d e s c r i b e  i n c i d e n t  number 2.  There  
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i s  no pho tog raph  o f  t h i s .  A s  we were  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h i s  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  coming o u t  from what seemed t o  be  a d i t c h - -

Q * T h a t ' s  on  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of  521? 

A. R igh t .  There  was a hedge of  bushes  somewhere o v e r  
t.his way, I remembered t h e  man, h e  l ooked  f a i r l y - - a b o u t  1 8 ,  
20 o r  some th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  and 2  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  and t h e y  
were wa lk ing  toward  u s  and t h e y  w e r e  p l e a d i n g  more o r  less .  
The l i t t l e  g i r l  was s a y i n g ,  "No. No. I' They were p l e a d i n g  f o r  
t h e i r  l i v e s ,  and someone opened up on them and s h o t  them. 
N O W ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e s ,  somehow f o r  t h i s  s h o t  r e l a t i o n  
which i s  a long- -

COL WILSON: E x h i b i t  P-31C. 

A. ( E x h i b i t )  P-30C. There  i s  a  c o l o r  pho tog raph  o f  
an American G I  s h o o t i n g .  

P-30C which i s  o v e r  h e r e ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  a r rows  g o i n g  
t h i s  way, it s h o u l d  be  coming more o r  less down t h i s  way ( i n -
d i c a t i n g  s o u t h ) .  T h i s  i s  t h e  g e n e r a l  s h o t  o f  a G I  f i r i n g  i n  
t h i s  o r d e r ,  down t h i s  way. 

Q .  E x h i b i t  P-30C i s  f i r i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  

A. E x h i b i t  P-31C d e p i c t s  t h r e e  b o d i e s  l y i n g  i n  t h e  
road .  

A .  The re  were p e o p l e  h i d i n g  down h e r e ,  i n  t h e  d i t c h  
back h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t r y i n g  t o  p u l l  t h e  cows o f f  t h e  r o a d .  
And, t h e y  were s h o t  a t  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  a l s o .  

( E x h i b i t )  P-32C i s  a pho tog raph  o f  a  woman t h a t  h a s  
been s h o t  and I b e l i e v e ,  w i t h  h e r  b r a i n s  i n s i d e  o f  h e r  head .  

10: T h a t  was a l s o  on t h e  r o a d  o r  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  road?  

A .  No, t h a t  was down more o r  less i n  t h e  d i t c h  coming 
up. Okay, ( E x h i b i t )  P-62 i s  j u s t - - I  b e l i e v e  it was a l i t t l e  
h i t  a s i d e  o f  t h i s ,  showing t h e  G I  s e a r c h i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  be- 
l o n g i n g s .  
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Q I n d i c a t i n g  it was a l i t t l e  b i t  e a s t  o f  t h e  woman 
i n  E x h i b i t  P- 32? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was.  J u s t  a l i t t l e ,  n o t  much. They 
were  v e r y  c l o s e .  Okay, h e r e ' s  wha t  I ment ioned  b e f o r e  when 
we b a c k t r a c k e d ,  which p o i n t  w e  a c t u a l l y  made t h e  number one 
o r  two t r i p ,  I c a n ' t  s a y .  L e t  m e  s e e  ( E x h i b i t )  P - 3 0 .  

I0 : When you were  down i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  d i d  you by  chance  
t a k e  a p i c t u r e  u p  t h i s  r o a d ?  

A .  Up t h i s  r o a d ?  

Q A p h o t o g r a p h  t o  t h e  n o r t h  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ?  

A. I ' v e  been  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and  have  a p h o t o g r a p h  s h o o t i n g  
o u t  t h i s  way t hough .  

1 0 :  Do you remember by chance  where  you t o o k  t h i s  p h o t o  
( E x h i b i t  P - 3 8 )  ? 

A .  I t h i n k  I t o o k  it back  up i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g )  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  more o r  less c l o s e r  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

COL WILSON: T h i s  i s  E x h i b i t  P - 3 8 .  

I0 : W e l l ,  i t ' s  j u s t  p r o b l e m a t i c a l  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  where  
t h i s  f i l m  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n .  And, i n  l o o k i n g  i n  t h i s  
s p o t  and  i n  l o o k i n g  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and  n o t i c i n g  t h e  r o a d  
and  where  it c u r v e s ,  a l l  o f  it f i t s  i n t o  p l a c e .  ' A t  t h e  c o r n e r  I 

you c a n  s e e  t h e  paddy d i k e  and  can  see t h e  t r e e s  i n  t h e  back-
ground .  T h i s  i s n ' t  t o  s a y  t h e r e  i s n ' t  a n o t h e r  p l a c e  l i k e  t h a t .  

A. Well, t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  o n e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
t h e  o t h e r  one  showing t h e  b o d i e s .  

COL WILSON: The a r e a  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  i s  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  r o a d  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 521 .  

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  o n e  was s h o t  a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  o u t .  I 
c a n ' t  b e  s u r e .  I myse l f  c a n ' t  b e  s u r e  t h i s  was t h e r e .  

8 - E x h i b i t  P-39C. 

A. I ' m  p l a c i n g  i t  morc up somehow--
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10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well, t h i s  a c t u a l l y  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  a road .  
T h a t ' s  t h e  p o i n t  h e r e .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  a s m a l l  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  
and you can  see t h a t  something l i k e  t h i s - -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You can  see t h i s  in--

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  i s  q u i t e  common. 

A .  But t h e n  you have your  c u r v e s  h e r e ,  you can see t h e  
cu rve  h e r e ,  b u t  t h e n  it a l s o  bends back up a p p a r e n t l y  back up 
i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q Righ t  a round h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
MR WEST: Would t h e  sequence numbers on t h e  pho tos  h e l p  you? 

I t h i n k  it w i l l  maybe. 

Q- Maybe you c o u l d  p l a c e  i t  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  o r d e r .  

I0 : When you were i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  when you 
were coming back up i n  t h i s  a r e a  e i t h e r  go ing  o r  coming i n  t h i s  
g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  d i d  you see any h e l i c o p t e r s  working a l o n g  t h e  
road  h e r e ,  o r  a l o n g  t h i s  h e r e ?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  see them s h o o t i n g ,  b u t  I s a w  them f l y i n g  
around t h i s  a r e a .  

Q *  Have you e v e r  h e a r d  a minigun? 

A. I ' v e  hea rd '  a minigun,  y e s .  

Q Did you h e a r  any miniguns f i r i n g  i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  e x c e p t  t h e r e  w a s  one  p a t c h ,  t h e r e  
were no b o d i e s  t h e r e  and i t  looked  l i k e  e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  p r e t t y  
w e l l  chewed up i n  one l i t t l e  a r e a .  Somebody s a i d  someth ing  
abou t  t h a t ' s  what  a minigun d o e s ,  o r  something.  But ,  t h e r e  
was no b o d i e s  t h e r e .  But ,  a s  f a r - - I  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any h e l i c o p t e r s  
s h o o t i n g  a round t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  I can  remember. The o n l y  one I 
can remember i s  t h e  one d ropp ing  t h e  r e d  smoke bomb t h a t  was 
hove r ing  around.  

Q. Y e s ,  when you were down i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  d i d  you see an 
a i r c r a f t  d ropp ing  smoke bombs, o r  smoke g renades?  
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A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  I s e e n  them d ropped  o u t  o f  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  b u t  I remember t h e  r e d  smoke i n  t h e  b u s h e s .  

Q 4 Was t h e r e  j u s t  one  s p o t  o r  were t h e r e  more s p o t s ?  

A. I j u s t  remember t h e  smoke bombs i n  t h e  h u s h .  

Q Do you know what  an H-23 i s ?  A s m a l l  bubb le  a i r -
c r a f t ?  

A, No, I don '  t remember them. 

Q I n  y o u r  p h o t o  E x h i b i t  P-61, which you t ook  as you 
were p r o c e e d i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  you w i l l  n o t i c e  i n  t h e  c e n i e r  
of  t h e  f i l m  o n  t h e  h o r i z o n  what  a p p e a r s  t o  be  smoke coming 
t o  you r  immediate  f r o n t .  

A a T h i s  h e r e ?  

Q Yes. 

(The w i t n e s s  examined t h e  p h o t o  c l o s e l y ) .  

A. T h a t ' s  e i t h e r  a  chemica l  s t a i n - - t h a t ' s  what  i t  l o o k s  
l i k e  t o  m e .  Because ,  you see,  t h a t  l o o k s  l i k e  a r e g u l a r  r i n g .  

Q We've h e a r d  p r e v i o u s  t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  same r e d  smoke, t h e r e  was a l s o  some g r e y  smoke. 

A. I d o n ' t  know what t h e  g r e y  smoke s t a n d s  f o r .  

Q 0 Okay. 

IC: Is t h a t  chemica l  s t a i n  on t h e  n e g a t i v e  o r  i s  i t  j u s t  
on t h e  p r i n t ?  

A. I h a v e n ' t  s e e n  t h e  n e g a t i v e .  I c o u l d  be  wrong, b u t  
y e t ,  it j u s t  d o e s n ' t  l ook  r i g h t .  

10: Okay, p r o c e e d  w i t h  you r  t o u r .  

A. A s  I was t a l k i n g  a b o u t  b e f o r e ,  s l i d e - - p i c t u r e  38- -
number ( E x h i b i t )  P-39 ,  t h i s  i s  where  I t h o u g h t  t h i s  h a d  hap-
pened up i n  t h i s  area ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Now, a s  w e  move up--I  c a n ' t  
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*emember t h e  e x a c t  p l a c e ,  b u t  i t  would have t o  be vhere the  
corn or--whatever k ind  of  l i t t l e  p l a n t  they  have--now I could  
t e l l  b e t t e r  were I t r a c e d  my r o u t e .  

0 Do you r e c a l l - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  There was a mor tar  crew set up r i g h t  out -
s i d e ,  someplace r i g h t  a long t h i s  a r e a  where I went i n ,  because 
we went around it. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  a l a r g e  house i n  t h i s  immediate 
a r e a ?  

A. Where I went i n  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a few houses i n  t h i s  
a r e a .  I t  curved i n  and went down t h i s  way. There were animal 
pens he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I remember h e r e  i s  where t h e  p i g s  were 
s h o t .  That  was a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  o v e r  t h i s  way. The p i g s  were 
s h o t  h e r e  and t h e  t o r c h i n g  was done i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
down h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q *  W e l l ,  go ahead w i t h  your d i s c u s s i o n  he re .  

A. Okay. L e t  me have ( E x h i b i t s )  P-5, P-24, P-57, P-66, 
and P-67. 

(Major ZYCHOWSKI d i d  a s  r eques ted .  ) 

T h i s  ( E x h i b i t )  P-5 i s  a photograph t h a t  looks  l i k e  
two G I ' s  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  something, checking t h e  a r e a  o u t  f o r  
hidden weapons. ( E x h i b i t )  P-24 i s  a photograph 'of a G I  chop-
p ing  down what appears  t o  be corn .  ( E x h i b i t )  P-57 is  a mare 
of a d u p l i c a t e  s h o t .  ( E x h i b i t )  P-66 and P-67 a r e  American G I ' s  
who found peop le  i n  a h u t  and brought  them o u t  and s t a r t e d  
q u e s t i o n i n g  them, and I remember t h e  o l d  man was c r y i n g  and 
one small c h i l d  was c r y i n g  and hanging on. As far as what e v e r  
happened t o  them, I d o n ' t  know. I went i n s i d e  the v i l l a g e  then .  

Q when you were a t  t h a t  p o i n t  you e n t e r e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  
from t h e  west?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I e n t e r e d  where t h e  corn  f i e l d  was. I 
e n t e r e d  through t h e r e .  

0- Do you remember s e e i n g  a pagoda t o  your north, i n  
t h i s  l o c a l e ?  
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A.  No. Okay ,  l e t ' s  s e e  ( E x h i b i t s )  P-14, P-25, P-59, 
P-69. 

Okay, many o f  t h e s e  a r e  d e p i c t i n g ,  showing t h e  bu rn ing  
o f  t h e  hoo tches  ( E x h i b i t  P-14) .  ( E x h i b i t )  P-25, i s  an American 
G I  l o o k i n g  th rough  some documents t h a t  h e  found a round t h e  area. 
( E x h i b i t )  P-59, i f  I remember r i g h t ,  t h a t  seems t o  be  Co lone l  

BARKER'S d r i v e r  who v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  go o u t  on t h e  m i s s i o n .  H e  
used t o  hang a round  Task Force  Ba rke r  when I was up t h e r e ,  and  
I knew him from Hawaii .  

. . 

Q I n  p h o t o  E x h i b i t s  P-59 and P-58, r i g h t ?  

MR MACCRATE: Do you know h i s  name? 

A. N O ,  I d o n ' t ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

E x h i b i t  P-69, i s  j u s t  o f  an American G I  t o r c h i n g  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Number 4 ,  where t h e r e  i s  no  pho tog raph ,  I remember 
p a s s i n g  one of  t h e  h o o t c h e s  and  l o o k i n g  i n  and t h e r e  was a 
woman and s h e  was l y i n g  on h e r  bed and s h e  was dead .  She l o o k e d  
r a t h e r  e l d e r l y .  I d i d n ' t  t a k e  a photograph  o f  t h i s ,  because  
of  t h e  l i g h t  i n s i d e  t h e  house .  

( E x h i b i t s  P-15, P-16, P-33, P-34, P-35, and P-37.)  

(Major ZYCHOWSKI p r e s e n t e d  pho tos  r e q u e s t e d .  ) 

I came a c r o s s  t h i s  b u r n i n g  hoo tch .  i took  a  l o n g  
s h o t ,  t h e  f i r s t  s h o t .  I n o t i c e d  t h e  b o d i e s  l a y i n g  o u t s i d e .  And, 
I remember one comment from one o f  t h e  G I ' s .  

COL WILSON: Pho to  number 16 ( E x h i b i t  P-16) .  

A. I t  looked  l i k e  he  had  g h o s t s  i n  him. H i s  l e g s  were 
c o n t r a c t i n g .  And, my second s h o t ,  ( E x h i b i t )  P-34C, shows a 
c lose -up  of t h e  two dead  b o d i e s ,  a woman--1 b e l i e v e  i t  was a 
woman, and a s m a l l  baby w i t h  t h e  s i d e  o f  h i s  head  blown away. 

I0: The b o d i e s  on t h a t  ve randa?  

A. Yes, t h e  b o d i e s  t h e r e .  Here we have a photograph  
of an American G I  throwing--
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COL WILSON: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  E x h i b i t s  P-35C and P-15, 

A. Throwing a b a s k e t  i n t o  t h e  f i r e .  G e n e r a l l y ,  t h a t ' s  
i n  t h e  same a r e a .  

COL WILSON: Do you mean i n  t h e  same a r e a ?  

A. The same a r e a  a s  a l l  t h e s e .  The whole t h i n g  i s  i n  
t h e  same a r e a .  ( E x h i b i t )  P-37, I b e l i e v e  was a l i t t l e  b i t  f a r -
t h e r  on down. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  T h i s  i s  what J a y  ROBERTS d e s c r i b e d .  
I d i d n ' t  see t h i s ,  he  b rough t  m e  o v e r  t h e r e  and showed m e  what 
t h e y  had p u t  i n  t h e  w e l l .  I took  a photograph  o f  t h e  man i n  
t h e  w e l l .  

I C :  I have a q u e s t i o n  about  t h i s .  I n  t h e  r i g h t  hand 
s i d e  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  I see something t h a t  I s u s p e c t  i s  a re-
f l e c t i o n  o f  your  own f a c e  w i t h  a camera.  

A. T h a t ' s  m e  w i t h  my Nikon F ,  r i g h t  t h e r e .  That  i s  t h e  
o n l y  one t h a t  s i z e ,  t h e  L e i c a  i s  s m a l l e r .  

( ~ x h i b i t )  P-56, p l e a s e .  

(Major ZYCHOWSKI d i d  a s  r e q u e s t e d .  ) 

T h i s  was a l i t t l e  b i t - -pho tograph  ( E x h i b i t )  P-56, 
shows a G I  t h rowing  a hand g renade  down one o f  t h e - - i t  would 
be l i k e  a t u n n e l .  H e  d i d n ' t  q u i t e  g e t  t h e  hand g renade  down 
and I had t o  run .  

10: I was wondering what e x a c t l y  h e  was throwing  it  i n t o .  
Whether it w a s  a w e l l ,  o r  n o t .  

A. No, i t  w a s n ' t  a w e l l ,  i t  w a s  a t u n n e l .  A b i g  open- 
ing .  

T h i s ,  ( E x h i b i t )  P-40, is  a photograph  around t h i s  
a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I t  w a s  around t h e  t r a i l .  I re-
member them b r i n g i n g  t h e s e  peop le  o u t ,  a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  i n  t h i s  
way. They b r o u g h t  them o u t .  And, I t h i n k  you know t h e  s t o r y  
beh ind  t h i s  one .  I was coming down t h e  t r a i l  and I n o t i c e d  
them b r i n g i n g  t h e s e  peop le  o u t .  They had them s t a n d i n g  r i g h t  
h e r e  l i k e  t h i s .  And, t h e y  grabbed  I t h i n k ,  t h i s  g i r l  beh ind  
t h i s  woman h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) , and b r o u g h t  h e r  o u t  f r o n t ,  and 
t h e y  wanted t o  more o r  less see what s h e  was made o u t  o f .  And, 
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t h e y  s t a r t e d  s t r i p p i n g  h e r ,  t a k i n g  h e r  t o p  o f f ,  and t h e  mo the r ,  
i f  t h a t  was h e r  mo the r ,  was t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  h e r .  The G I ' s  
were punching  h e r  a round  and one o f  them k i c k e d  h e r  i n  t h e  ass. 
And, I k i n d  o f  l ooked  t h e  o t h e r  way once  i n  a w h i l e  t o  s e e  i f  
a n y t h i n g  was go ing  on .  And, I y e l l e d ,  "Hey, w a i t  a minu te .  
Hold i t . "  And, I g o t  back i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  h e r e ,  and I took  
a photograph  o f  t h i s  f o r  more o r  l e s s  human i n t e r e s t .  Then I 
s o r t  o f  t u r n e d  away, and a l l  o f  a sudden I h e a r d  two M-16's 
open on a u t o m a t i c  f i r e ,  and I n o t i c e d  o u t  o f  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  my 
eye  a l l  t h e  b o d i e s  f a l l i n g  o v e r .  To m e ,  n o t  s e e i n g  t h e  s p o r t  
i n  i t ,  I t h o u g h t  i t  was a l i t t l e  b i t  t o o  much. I d i d n ' t  go 
back t o  t a k e  a pho tog raph  o f  i t .  B u t ,  I do remember s e e i n g  
t h e  muzzles  o f  t h e  M-16 ' s ,  smoke coming o u t ,  and t h e y  were h o t .  
I j u s t  walked away from it. T h a t ' s  a l l .  I n e v e r  d i d  c o u n t  
t h e  b o d i e s .  

MR WEST: Do you know what p l a t o o n  t h e s e  men be longed  t o ?  

A.  N O ,  I do n o t ,  because  t h e  company was s o r t  o f  a 
m i x t u r e .  By t h e  t i m e  I g o t  t h e r e ,  everybody  was s o r t  o f  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  go ing  i n  and d o i n g  wha teve r  t h e y  d i d .  

10: What t h e y  d o ,  o r  what  t h e y  d i d .  

A. What t h e y  d i d .  

( E x h i b i t s )  P-6 and P-7 happened ,  I b e l i e v e  t o  b e ,  
r i g h t  a b o u t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) , i n  t h i s  a r e a .  N o w ,  I under-
s t a n d  h i s  name i s  CARTER, t h e  p e r s o n  who a c c i d e n t a l l y  s h o t  
h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  f o o t .  Anyway, I was w i t h  J a y  ROBERTS and I 
was s i t t i n g  o u t  h e r e  on what  l ooked  l i k e  a l i t t l e  d i t c h  and 
w e  were  j u s t  b u l l - - t a l k i n g .  And, w e  h e a r d  a s h o t  and e v e r y -  
body sort of ducked down. Then, a f t e r  i t  was o v e r ,  t h e s e  
guys g o t  up ,  t h e n  I g o t  up ,  and went o v e r  and I n o t i c e d  him 
l a y i n g  h e r e  and I pho tog raphed  him a s  t h e  medic t h a t  was t a k i n g  
c a r e  of  him. 

( ~ x h i b i t )P-9 ,  shows a photograph  o f  two G I ' s  c a r r y -
i n g  CARTER o v e r  t o  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e ,  p r o b a b l y  on t h i s  s i d e  
of t h e  t r a i l .  

10: Y e s ,  w e l l ,  I ' l l  t a l k  t o  you on t h i s  i n  j u s t  a minu te .  

A. Okay. ( E x h i b i t )  P-36CI t h i s  shows CARTER on t h e  ground. 
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T h i s  i s  a M I ,  " B u l l "  JOHNSON ( i n d i c a t i n g  man on t o p  o f  p h o t o ) .  
And, I d o n ' t  know who t h i s  i s  ( b o t t o m ) .  T h i s  i s  some more t r e a t -
ment o f  CARTER. 

( E x h i b i t )  P-8, you have  C a p t a i n  MEDINA i n  t h e  back- 
ground.  

( E x h i b i t )  P-10 shows them c o m f o r t i n g  CARTER. b e f o r e  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  t o  p i c k  him up. 

I 0 : Well, have you g o t  him on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  y e t ?  

A. H e  s h o u l d  be  g e t t i n g  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  There  i s  
a s l i d e  o f  t h a t .  

10: Two o f  them. 

A. Okay, ( E x h i b i t s )  P-11, P-12, I b e l i e v e  ( E x h i b i t )  P-17 
is  when I ' m  l e a v i n g  by h e l i c o p t e r .  ( E x h i b i t s )  P-11 and P-12 
show him g e t t i n g  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

10: What I ' d  l i k e  t o  do i s  r e f r e s h  your  memory a l i t t l e  
b i t ,  because  r i g h t  a l o n g  i n  h e r e  y o u ' l l  f i n d  a house  t h a t  l ooks  
abou t  l i k e  t h i s  r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  There  i s  a n o t h e r  
pagoda l i k e  b u i l d i n g  which is  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a s choo lhouse .  
T h i s  i s  r i g h t  h e r e .  And, i n  t a l k i n g  w i t h - - l e t  m e  have t h o s e  
o t h e r  p i c t u r e s  accompanying CARTER. 

(Major ZYCHOWSKI d i d  a s  r e q u e s t e d .  ) 

I 0 : T h i s  b u i l d i n g  h e r e  r i g h t  on t h e  c o r n e r  h e r e  i s  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  which you r e f e r  t o  a s  t h e  s choo lhouse  ( E x h i b i t  P -9 ) .  
I t ' s  ' a c t u a l l y  an  o l d  pagoda. 

I C :  L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  Gene ra l  PEERS h a s  i n d i c a t e d  
i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  n e a r  t h e  s p o t  marked w i t h  
numbers 2 ,  3,  4 ,  which i s  n o r t h w e s t  o f  t h a t  s p o t  and i s  c i r c l e d - -
mark 1 3  i s  s o u t h w e s t  o f  t h a t  s p o t .  

10:  Y e s .  The p e o p l e  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  p i c t u r e  was t a k e n  
ha l fway between t h i s  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  s i t s  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
t a k e n  r i g h t  t h e r e  ( E x h i b i t  P - 9 ) .  And t h i s  i s  by t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  
who was w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON. 

A. Y e s .  
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Q Who, I b e l i e v e  shows up i n  one  o f  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s .  
H i s  name i s  S e r g e a n t  M I N H .  H e  s a y s  it was t a k e n  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  
and he  remembers him b e i n g  b r o u g h t  a round  h e r e  as you go by 
t h e s e  p l a c e s .  Now, one--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I c a n ' t  remember him t h i s  f a r  o v e r  though .  
I t h i n k  it was r i g h t  o u t  on t h e  t r a i l .  

Q Well, t h e r e  i s  a r o a d  t h a t  r u n s  r i g h t  a l o n g  h e r e .  

A. R igh t .  

Q *  R i g h t  a l o n g  i n s i d e  t h e  trees. And, t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  
s o r t  o f  t r a i l  t h a t  r u n s  r i g h t  a l o n g  t h e  h o u s e s  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
J u s t  f o r  o u r  p o i n t  o f  v iew,  w e  wanted  t o  t i e  t h e s e  down. 

A .  May I a sk  you a q u e s t i o n ?  Where were t h e  clump o f  
b o d i e s ?  

Q Righ t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A. Okay. I ' m  d o i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s .  
1 know i t ' s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  someplace ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  s a y  e x a c t l y .  

Q a Well, you want  t o  remember, h e r e  one  i n c h  e q u a l s
a b o u t  75 t o  80 meters on t h a t  p h o t o ,  s o  when you go 1 i n c h ,  
y o u ' r e  n o t  c o v e r i n g  an awfu l  l o t  o f  g round .  Maybe two o r  
t h r e e  p l o t s .  

A. Okay. I t  had  t o  be  on a t r a i l .  

Q Well, h e r e ' s  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l .  Here's t h i s  
trail, There  i s  l i t t l e  q u e s t i o n , . e v e r y b o d y  t h a t  we 've  t a l k e d  
t o ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n ,  p u t s  t h e s e  b o d i e s  h e r e ,  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and we 've  h e a r d  t h i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  an o f f s e t  r o a d ,  
and it i s  an  o f f s e t  r ~ a d .  I t  comes i n  a c r o s s  t h i s  o t h e r  road. 
I t ' s  o f f s e t  abou t  6 t o  8 f e e t .  

COL WILSON: The r o a d  i n  q u e s t i o n  i s  t h e  main worth-south  road 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  25 t o  50  m e t e r s  s o u t h  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  

10: I d o n ' t  want  t o  p u t  t h o u g h t s  i n  y o u r  mind. 

A. No. No. 
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Q Because,  t h e s e  a r e  j u s t  what o t h e r  peop le  have had 
t o  s a y ,  and  t h e s e  check o u t  w i t h  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  and w i t h  t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  and t h e  masonry on t h e  ground.  

IC: May I a s k ,  G e n e r a l  PEERS, when t h i s  photograph  was 
t a k e n ,  t h e  one  t h a t  we're working on ( E x h i b i t  P-1)  ? 

Q I ' m  n o t  s u r e  when t h i s  was t a k e n ,  I would say- - I
would b e  s u r e  t h a t  i t  was t a k e n  b e f o r e  November 1969 .  E x a c t l y  
how much b e f o r e  t h a t ,  I ' m  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  s a y .  Bu t ,  j u s t  t o  
i n d i c a t e  why I s a y  b e f o r e  November, because  i n  November t h e r e  
was a g roup  t h a t  went  i n t o  t h e  hamle t  i n  APC's. An APC l e a v e s  
a d i s t i n c t i v e  s i g n a t u r e  on t h e  t e r r a i n .  L e t  m e  have t h a t  p h o t o  
and I ' l l  show you what happens.  

I C  : What does  APC mean? 

Q Armored p e r s o n n e l  carrier .  These p i c t u r e s  w e r e  t a k e n  
d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  Here you see t h e  marks o f  t h e  A P C ' s  (Exhib-
i t s  P-45, P - 4 6 ) .  You w o n ' t  see any o f  t h o s e  now. They j u s t  
look  l i k e  v i l l a g e  a l l  over t h e  a r e a .  T h i s  i s  t a k e n  l o o k i n g  
d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t k e  v i l l a g e .  

I C :  H a s  an e f f o r t  been made t o  f i n d  a e r i a l  pho tog raphs  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  were t a k e n  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i n  March 
1968? 

Q Y e s .  

I C  : The r e a s o n  I a s k ,  Gene ra l  PEERS, is  t h a t  M r .  HAEBERLE 
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h i s  photograph  does  n o t  r e a l l y  show from t h e  
a i r  what a photograph  t a k e n  immedia te ly  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
would have  shown. And, it i s  t h e r e f o r e  more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him 
t o  i d e n t i f y  i n  t h i s  photograph  what he  saw a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ,  t h a n  i t  would b e  i f  t h e r e  were a photograph  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  a s  i t  w a s  b e f o r e  it was d e s t r o y e d .  

Q ~ e l ' l ,we're n o t  a s k i n g  f o r  a b s o l u t e  p r e c i s i o n .  

I C  : I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t ,  b u t  I ' m  d o i n g  my b e s t  t o  see i f  
w e  can  f i n d  a way by which M r .  HAEBERLE c o u l d  be  a s s i s t e d  i n  
r e f r e s h i n g  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  and  g i v i n g  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  a s  ac-
c u r a t e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q W e l l ,  l e t ' s  p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h i s .  
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A .  ( E x h i b i t )  P-13 i s  a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l  o u t s i d e  h e r e  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g ) - - a s  I p u t  i t ,  o v e r  h e r e .  I f  you s a y  w e  came o u t  here, 
t h e n  I ' d  be  moved way o v e r  h e r e  more t h i s  way, o r  would t h e y  
be o v e r  h e r e ?  

Q We l l ,  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  p h o t o  which goes  r i g h t  a l o n y  
w i t h  t h i s  o n e ,  which i s  t h e  a r e a  where you took  o f f .  We have 
s t u d i e d  t h i s  one ( E x h i b i t  P-158) v e r y  c l o s e l y  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  
where t h i s  was.  You' ll n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  d i k e  c u r v e s  i n  t h i s  
f a s h i o n .  We know g e n e r a l l y ,  t h a t  i t  would be t a k e n  somewhere 
a l o n g  t h i s  s o u t h e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  t h e  h a m l e t .  The 
o n l y  p l a c e  t h i s  c o u l d  have  happened i s  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  .. 
And, t h i s  i s  a l s o  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n q  h e r e  whish  i s  
d i r e c t l y  i n t o  i t  ( E x h i b i t  P-17) .  Now, t h i s  p i c t u r e  was taken.  
r i g h t  a l o n g s i d e  of i t .  

COL WILSON: E x h i b i t  P-13 .  

10: A s  you c a n  s e e  t h e  same p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e  t h a t  
you s e e  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e .  

A .  Y e s .  

COL WILSON: E x h i b i t s  P-17 and P-13. E x h i b i t  P-158. 

I0 : ROBERTS seems t o  remember g o i n g  a l i t t l e  b i t  t h i s  
way, and go ing  back t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  H e  t e n d s  more t o -
ward t h e  e a s t  t h a n  he  does  toward t h e  w e s t .  B u t ,  h e  d e f i n i t e l y  
remembers b e i n g  o v e r  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. We l l ,  I was w i t h  him a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and I a l s o  r e m e m -
b e r  - the h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  a round  t h e  same p l a c e  f o r  t h e  
d u s t o f f ,  t h e  medevac t h i n g .  

Q - N o .  One would have o c c u r r e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  and 
t h e  o t h e r  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  b u t  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  same paddy f i e l d .  
'The r e a s o n  i - t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u s  i s  i t ' s  r i g h t  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  
p i l e  o f  b o d i e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

A .  T h i s  p i l e  of I ~ o d i e swas j u s t  b e f o r e  a l i t t l e  llootc11. 
on t h i s  s i d e ,  I b e l i e v e  on t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  t r a i l .  

I C  : I n d i c a t i n g  t h e  wes t  s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a i l .  

10: I t  may have  been t h a t .  
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A. Shoot ing  o u t ,  I remember a l i t t l e  p a r t  o f  t h a t .  

Okay, I have E x h i b i t s  P-2, P-3, P-4, s t a n d i n g  
r i g h t  o u t  about  i n  h e r e .  There was t h i s  hootch and they  
found t h i s  man r i g h t  i n  h e r e  i n  p i c t u r e  ( E x h i b i t )  P-4. 
( E x h i b i t )  P-3, photograph was of  them h e l p i n g  him down. 

H i s  p a n t s  s l i p p i n g  down. T h a t ' s  one of  t h e  t h i n g s  I re-
member about  t h i s .  Number ( E x h i b i t )  P-2 shows him --
10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  D o  you know t h e  name o f  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ?  
Do you know who he i s ?  ( E x h i b i t  P-3).  

A. I t  looks  l i k e  a Vietnamese, one of  t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  
I t h i n k  it was Sergean t  PHU. I keep g e t t i n g  mixed up. One 
had t h e  g l a s s e s  and M I N H  was t h e  o t h e r  one. 

Q Who was PHU wi th?  

A. PHU? Was PHU t h e  one w i t h  g l a s s e s ,  o r  M I N H  t h e  
one w i t h  g l a s s e s ?  

MR MACCRATE: , M I N H  was t h e  one w i t h  g l a s s e s .  

A. M I N H  has  t h e  g l a s s e s .  Well, I was w i t h  M I N H  
a t  one t i m e  and he shook h i s  head t h a t  he d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h i s  could  have happened. This  i s  how I remember him. 
This  i s  a s h o t  of  t h e  o l d  man s i t t i n g  o u t  t o  the f r o n t  
of h i s  hootch ( E x h i b i t  P-2).  

I0: Did any th ing  happen t o  him? 

A. W e l l ,  I hea rd  he was s h o t .  

Q You d i d n ' t  see him s h o t ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  him s h o t .  I hea rd  a couple  s h o t s .  
I f i g u r e d  he was s h o t .  

his ( E x h i b i t )  P-41C is  t h e  clump of  bod ies .  I 
know one t h i n g  d i s t i n c t l y  about  t h i s  one. A s m a l l  c h i l d  came 
o u t  someplace i n  t h e  rice f i e l d .  I t  looked l i k e  h i s  f o o t  was 
s h o t  o f f  and he came walking o v e r  h e r e  l i k e  he was k n e e l i n g  
down t o  f i n d  h i s  mother ,  and some G I  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  him. 

Q g Was t h a t  t h e  one--
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A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  t h i s  was b e f o r e  t h e  c h i l d  
came o u t .  

Q 0 Could you d e s c r i b e  r a t h e r  v i v i d l y  a b o u t  t h e  t h r e e  
s h o t s  b e i n g  f i r e d  a t  him? 

A .  I t h i n k  more t h a n  one  s h o t - - t h e  f i r s t  s h o t  m i s s e d .  
And, t h e n  t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  s h o t  f i r e d  a t  him. Whether t h a t  
s h o t  g o t  him, I t h i n k  it d i d ,  t h e  second  s h o t .  

Now, h e r e ' s  what I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d .  Over 
h e r e  a s  I was coming back h e r e ,  somep lace ,  p o s s i b l y  50 p l u s  
c i v i l i a n s ,  i t  l o o k e d  l i k e  t h e y  were a l l  k n e e l i n g  down and i t  
seemed t o  m e  a machinegunner ,  l i k e  an ammo b e a r e r - - I  was 
q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e  away--seemed t o  open up on t h e s e  p e o p l e  and 
you c o u l d  see them f a l l i n g  o v e r .  Women were g e t t i n g  up t o  
run  --
Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Where was t h i s ?  

A. I ' d  s a y  t h i s  was someplace i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  i n  h e r e ,  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
I C :  I n d i c a t i n g  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and w e s t  
of  t h e  c e n t r a l  n o r t h - s o u t h  r o a d .  

A. Someplace h e r e .  I t  c o u l d  have  been  t h e  o n e s  on 
t h e  t r a i l ,  I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e .  I t ' s  h a r d  
t o  judge d i s t a n c e .  

10: Could i t  have been  c o m p l e t e l y  i n  t h e ' o t h e r  d i r e c -
t i o n ?  

A. No, i t  had  to. be--because I was on t h i s  s i d e ,  when 
M 
J' 

1 was on t h i s  s i d e  coming down back and so f o r t h .  

I0: T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  w e  have  e v e r  ..-4 
had o f  anybody b e i n g  l o c a t e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  84 

A .  Well, I s a i d  it c o u l d  be  t h e s e  o v e r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
B u t  it seemed t o  be q u i t e  a few p e o p l e .  

I C :  L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  when M r .  WAEBERLE s a i d  
t h i s ,  when he was o v e r  o n  t h i s  s i d e ,  he was i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
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n o r t h - s o u t h  r o a d  t h a t  r u n s  s o u t h  from t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e - - s o u t h e a s t .  

A.  I t  c o u l d n ' t  have happened--and t h e n  it c o u l d  
have t o o .  My judge o f  d i s t a n c e  i s n '  t t h a t  h o t .  But ;  
anyway, it c o u l d  b e  a n y p l a c e  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . But ,  
I d i d  see t h i s .  I ' m  more or  less,  n o t  r e a l l y  a d j u s t e d  
t o  t h e  s c a l e  o f  t h i s  map. I j u s t  p i c k e d  t h i s  p l a c e ,  b u t  
t h e r e  were d e f i n a t e l y  p e o p l e  machinegunned i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

10: You saw t h e  machinegun? 

A. I t  l o o k e d  t o  m e  l i k e  a machinegun. I t  l o o k e d  
l i k e  he  had  i t  s t r a p p e d  over h i s  s h o u l d e r .  H e  l o o k e d  l i k e  
an ammo b e a r e r ,  b u t  who it w a s ,  I d o n ' t  know. I c o u l d  be 
wrong. I remember two p e o p l e  - -
Q ( 1 n . t e r p o s i n g )  What r a c e  were t h e y ?  Were b o t h  
o f  them c a u c a s i a n ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  see them, sir .  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y .  B u t ,  
a s  I s a y ,  t h e r e  were two. Who t h e y  were, I d o n ' t  know. I t  
appea red  t o  m e  t o  be  a machinegun. Bu t ,  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  
on t h a t .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: S i r ,  w e  have  one  p h o t o  t h a t  h a s  n o t  been  
i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  map. I t  i s  E x h i b i t  P-42.  M r .  HAEBERLE, 
c o u l d  you i d e n t i f y  t h e  app rox ima te  a r e a  o f  t h i s  pho to?  

A. I t  would have  t o  be  anywhere from h e r e  t o  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
I C  : I n d i c a t i n g  f rom t h e  w e s t  edge  o f  t h e  v i l l a q e  t o  
t h e  s o u t h  edge  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I went  t o o  f a r  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  i n  
h e r e ,  mos t ly  a round  t h i s  c o r n e r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
I C :  What was t h e  number o f  t h a t  pho tog raph?  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: E x h i b i t  P-42C. 

I0 : Did you e v e r  g e t  o v e r  i n t o  an a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
where t h e r e  i s  a l a r g e  number o f  houses?  
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A .  . Well, everybody  i s  w a l k i n g  h e r e  - -
V ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And, a l a r g e  s o r t  o f  c o u r t y a r d  
l i k e  a r e a ?  

A. C a p t a i n  MEDINA w a s  o v e r  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Because ,  
I remember one  s o l d i e r  had a pack o f  d e m o l i t i o n s ,  and  he 
had a  r o p e  and h e  w a s  w a l k i n g  i n  among t h e  h o u s e s  and t h a t  
s t u f f .  And I remember he k e p t  t e l l i n g  m e  t o  g e t  t h e  heck  
o u t  o f  t h e r e .  

COL WILSON: The a r e a  r e f e r r e d  t o  w a s  t h e  area t o  t h e  south .  
o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: S i r ,  M r .  HAEBERLE h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a l l  t h e  
p ho tog raphs  t o  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  The r e m a i n i n g  p i c t u r e s  w e r e  t h o s e  
he i d e n t i f i e d  a s  b e i n g  t a k e n  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  company. 

10: Y e s .  Is t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e s e  p h o t o s  t h a t  i s  
p e r t i n e n t ?  

A. No. 

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where  t h e s e  p h o t o s  were  
t a k e n  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  were eas t  o f  My L a i ?  

A. The o t h e r s  were  t aken - -whe re ' s  t h a t  o t h e r  c o l o r  . 
pho tog raph  t h a t  I had  o f  t h e  smoke bomb? 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI found  it and handed it' t o  t h e  

w i t n e s s .  1 

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI: Pho tog raph  E x h i b i t  P-28C. 

A .  T h e r e  w a s  a . hu t  and a b i g  t r e e  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  
and t h e r e  was a  r o c k  t h e r e  and  u n d e r n e a t h  it t h e y  found  a 
g r e y  un i fo rm .  ' I remember it was p r e t t y  w e l l  wooded a round  
t h e r e .  

10: Is t h i s  smoke? Was t h i s  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  you went  
i n t o ?  

A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  s o .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  i s  My L a i ,  
I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  o t h e r  area. 
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(Gene ra l  PEERS g o t  o u t  MAP-4 f o r  r e f e r e n c e )  

Q Here i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  W e  know t h a t  
you  went someplace  o v e r  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  

A. T h i s  l o o k s  l i k e  a r a i l r o a d .  Is it t h i s  way, o r  
i s  i t  t h i s  way? 

Q I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I ' v e  been  wonder ing  where  t h a t  
p h o t o  had  been  t a k e n .  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  One o f  t h e  o t h e r  companies ,  Company B ,  
t h e y  were i n  r a d i o  c o n t a c t .  

Q B/4/3? Could t h i s  be  t h e  Song My Khe? 

A. I have  no i d e a .  

Q I n  t h e  background h e r e ,  down i n  a b o u t  t h i s  complex 
a r e a  h e r e ?  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  O r ,  down i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g )  ? 

A. No. 

Q I t  w o u l d n ' t  be  t o o  f a r .  

A. I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  f a r .  

Q W e l l ,  w e ' r e  o n l y  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  3 k i l o m e t e r s .  On 
a 3 t o  5-minute h e l i c o p t e r  f l i g h t .  

A. I know w e  went t h r o u g h  sand .  T h i s  i s  s a n d ,  
r i g h t ?  

Q Y e s .  

I C  : May I i n q u i r e  whe the r  it a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  c o n f o r -
mat ion  o f  t h i s  i s l a n d  and t h e  r i v e r  h e r e  c o r r e s p o n d s  w i t h  
t h e  c o n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i s l a n d  and t h e  r i v e r  h e r e ,  shown 
on t h e  map ( E x h i b i t  MAP-41, which would s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  photo-
g raph  was t a k e n  l o o k i n g  e a s t w a r d  o f  t h i s  r i v e r .  Would t h a t  
r e f r e s h  you r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  M r .  HAEBERLE? 

A. I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  because  I d o n ' t  know. I t  
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was one c o r n e r  i n  which t h e  - -
I0: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  it were ,  t h e n  it would be right 
over  h c r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , t h e n .  

COL WILSON:  B Company l a a g e r e d  up c l o s e  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  

A. Y e s ,  b u t  t h e y  m e t  up ,  t h o s e  two companies .  

Q How far d i d  you walk a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  w i t h  b r a v o  
Company? 

A. Not r e a l l y  t o o  f a r .  

Q a Well, 50  f e e t ?  

A .  No, more t h a n  t h a t .  

Q a Well ,  t h a t ' s  what I mean. Did you walk a mile? 

A. I t  c o u l d  be.  N o ,  I w o n ' t  s a y  t h a t ,  b e c a u s e  I cIunqt-
lcnow . 
MR WmSH: B Company was w e l l  up i n  t h a t  area by 1 1 0 0  t l i a t  
morning. 

A. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  W e l l ,  t h a t  % p r u b a l j l y  w l ~ n ti t wol13 d 
lsc t h e n .  'This d o e s n ' t  l o o k  t o  be t o o  wide of a s t r e a m ,  1.~1)1<j 11'1 

right across he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I rc~r~ernberwa lk ing  a lonq  t -1 ,~ .  rf) 

t r a i l  a w h i l e  and t l ~ e nt u r n i n g  i n  some sandy  soZ1. U-3 
2-

COL WILSON:  May I a s k p  M r .  Ht'lEDEKLL d l ~ o u tp11ot-o 12acllibj.t 1'- %:!(' 

i ; ~ c l  y o u  talce t h i s  tvtlicn you were cun~ inyi l l  f o r  ,I Landi~ic j?  t .i 
e-4 

Z\ a I b e l i e v e  so .  

C! Was t h a t  t h c  l ~ u r j ~ o s r !of t l ~ t :  srnul:~.? 

I\ R i g h t ,  you I:.now, t ~ i . ~ - k c 1C~~.?:I:C:~..~.CIII. 

Q 0 Did you  land where  t h a t  smoke pop was? 
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U ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you remember s e e i n g  it when 
you g o t  on t h e  ground t h e r e ,  when you g o t  o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. ~ o twhen I g o t  o f f ,  no.  I t ' s  t o o  h a r d  t o  re-
c a l l  on t h a t .  

I 0  : W e l l ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  r e c o r d ,  l e t ' s  go th rough  
t h e  pho tos  which you t o o k .  

COL WILSON: The re  a r e  two p h o t o s  t h a t  have n o t  been  i d e n t i f i e d ,  
sir, E x h i b i t  P-26C? 

A. Task Fo rce  Ba rke r  p l a n e s  on t h a t .  

Q . Is t h i s  D o t t i e ?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  would be D o t t i e .  T h a t  was t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  t a c t i c a l  l a n d i n g  a r e a .  

10: Did you t a k e  t h a t  p i c t u r e  when t h e  choppe r s  a r e  
coming t o  p i c k  you up? 

A .  I t h i n k  it was t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  second l i f t ,  when 
t h e y  w e r e  coming i n .  T h a t  one r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  E x h i b i t  P-27C? 

A .  On o u t  t o  my l e f t .  

Q. Second l i f t ?  

A. Second l i f t .  

10 :  Major ZYCHOWSKI , l e t ' s  go t h r o u g h  t h o s e  from Bravo 
Company and see i f  t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  M r .  
HAEBERLE r e c o g n i z e s .  

COL WILSON: E x h i b i t  P-21. 

A. They w e r e  t a l k i n g - - i n t e r r o g a t i n g  one o f  t h e  s m a l l  
c h i l d r e n .  

1 0 :  Is t h i s  ( E x h i b i t  P-22) S e r g e a n t  M I N H  w i t h  t h e  
g l a s s e s ?  
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A. Yes ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  one t h a t  went w i t h  u s .  

0" Who was t h e  o t h e r  one?  

A .  L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON. 

(24 L i e u t e n a n t  JOIINSON? 

A .  L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON. 

COL WILSON: T h a t  was E x h i b i t  P - 2 2 .  

A. H e r e ' s  t h e  man t h a t  t h e y  were q u e s t i o n i n g F  by t h i s  
h u t .  And,  he  was more o r  less t h e  head  of t h i s  a r e a ,  And; 
t h a t ' s  where  t h e y  f o u n d  t h e  VC un i form unde r  t h e  r o c k .  W e  
s t o p p e d  a t  a few d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  on t h e  way, s e a r c h i n g  f o r  
t h i n g s  i n  t h e  grass  h u t s .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s ,  I c a n ' t  s a y  for 
s u r e ,  t h e  way of  our t r a v e l s  toward  o u r  f i n a l  d e s t i n a t i c n  
where ,  t h e y  s t o p p e d  a n d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i c k e d  us  up .  

COL WIL,SON: Exhibit P-18. 

A .  I thin): t h i s  h e r e  i s  a round  o u r  f i n a l  d e s t i n a t i c n  
where I ended  up,  because  t h o s e  a r e  p e o p l e  t h e y  rounded up 
and a r e  ques t i o n i 5 . g .  

10: Who had b r o u g h t  t h o s e  i n .  Bravo Cornpa-ny, o r  hed 
C h a r l i e  Company ri!a:rr-ied.--up w i t h  Bravo Company by t h i s  time? 

A .  I ' m  not s u r e .  

Q .  D o  you remember C h a r l i e  Company j o i n i n g  w i t h  
Bravo Company? 

A a Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l ,  b u t  I b e - F-T 

l i e v e  a n o t h e r  cornoany d i d  come i n .  They d i d  marry-up a rouqd  w 
this t i m e ,  l a t e ,  a n d  I was a b o u t  r eady  t o  go.  The heliccptcz 
was corning i n  t o  p ick  n ~ y s e l f and J a y  ROBERTS up.  

. .COL WILSON : .Exn~.bri.tI?--23 

1 0 :  Do you  know t h e  name of  t h a t  C a p t a i n ?  

A.  T h a t  k the CO of Bravo Company. 
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f.? H i s  name i s  C a p t a i n  MICHLES. 

A .  MICliLLS, he  was t h e  one - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  was t h e  one t h a t  was subse -
q u e n t l y  k i l l e d  w i t h  Co lone l  BARKER. 

A .  Oh, he  was? 

Those t h a t  I ment ioned  b e f o r e  were ,  we were e n  r o u t e .  

COL WILSON: E x h i b i t s  P-20 and P-58. I have a q u e s t i o n  on 
t h e s e  two pho tog raphs .  Is t h a t  a c h i l d  l y i n g  b e s i d e  t h e  
woman? 

A.  A r e  t h e s e  my c o n t a c t  s h e e t s ?  

(Major  ZYCHOWSKI handed E x h i b i t  P-43 t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A.  I c a n ' t  s a y  whe the r  t h a t ' s  a c h i l d  o r  n o t .  I t  l o o k s  
l i k e  two f e e t .  

Q- Why make t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p h o t o ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A.  I j u s t  k e p t  on s h o o t i n g  away. J u s t  a r e a c t i o n .  
The c h i l d  c o u l d  have been a s l e e p  f o r  a l l  I know. 

I C  : I s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  be  a c a n t e e n  w i t h  
t h e  mouth of t h e  c a n t e e n  i n  t h e  l ower  l e f t  a r e a .  

A. T h a t ' s  a c a n t e e n  t h e r e ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  

I C  : W e l l ,  t h e n ,  l e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  M r .  HAEBERLE 
was s p e a k i n g  a b o u t  someth ing  t h a t  a p p e a r s  below t h e  s t a f f  t h a t  
t h e  s o l d i e r  i s  c a r r y i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  h i s  body i n  t h i s  pho tog raph .  
He d o e s n ' t  know whe the r  t h a t ' s  a c h i l d  o r  n o t .  H e  a g r e e s  
t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t  h e r e  above t h e  s t a f f  i s  a c a n t e e n .  

A. I t  c o u l d  be j u s t  a r o o f  maybe o r  someth ing  e lse  
l i k e  t h a t .  

10: When you were w i t h  Bravo Company, d i d  you h e a r  
any d i s c u s s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  any unusua l  a c t i v i t i e s  which may 
have t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  morning? 
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A.  Well, I b e l i e v e  it was t e l e p h o n e  communicat ions  
between MICHLES and somebody e lse  i n  t h e  company. I remember 
j u s t  a comment a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  t h e y  were  a l l  women and  c h i l d -
r e n  and s o r t  of l a u g h i n g ,  s l y  remarks .  

Q - T h a t ' s  what MICHLES s a i d ?  

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  it was MICHLES. J u s t  an o f f - t h e - c u f f  
comment. 

Q W e l l ,  d i d  you t a l k  t o  any men o f  Bravo Company
w h i l e  you were  t h e r e ?  

A.  No. 

Q .  Did you see one p l a t o o n  come i n  from t h e  s o u t h -
w e s t  from t h e  b r i d g e  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  t o  j o i n  t h e  company? 

A. Not t h a t  I can  r e c a l l .  

Q .  When Bravo Company had j o i n e d  up w i t h  C h a r l i e  
Company, d i d  you see t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  t h e r e  o r  ARVN 
s o l d i e r s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s t a y  i n  t h a t  p a r t .  

Q When you l e f t  My L a i  ( 4 )  and f l ew  t o  t h e  e a s t  
w i t h  ROBERTS, who accompanied you on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A.  S e r g e a n t  M I N H  and " B u l l "  JOHNSON. 
N 

They were  on t h e  same h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  you? They 
to

Q 3' 
were w i t h  you a l l  t h e  t i m e  you w e r e  w i t h  Bravo Company? 

Y e s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  you d e p a r t e d  on? 

A. What do you mean? 

Q From Bravo Company? 

A. From Bravo Company? 
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8 Bravo Company. Did anybody come i n  on t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r ,  o r  was i t  j u s t  a  s u p p l y  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  i t  was a s u p p l y ,  b e c a u s e  i t  took  u s  back 
t o  Task Force  Ba rke r  and I b e l i e v e  p i c k e d  up a h o t  me.al. I t  
was ready  t o  go.  

Q ~ n y b o d yon t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  b e s i d e s  you and ROBERTS? 

A. Not t h a t  I can  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  anybody i n  t h a t  l a a g e r  a r e a  s h o o t i n g  
any PWfs? 

A. No, b u t  t h e  one man I p o i n t e d  t o  i n  t h e  one photo-
g r a p h ,  " B u l l "  JOHNSON and S e r g e a n t  M I N H  and someone, t h e y  
were q u e s t i o n i n g  and t h e y  took  him a l o n g  when I f i r s t  went  
o v e r .  

Q And, I u n d e r s t a n d  he  remained  w i t h  them th rough  
o u t  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  and went i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e ?  

A. H e  was w i t h  them a l l  t h e  t ime  I was t h e r e ,  t h a t  I 
n o t i c e d .  

Q What d i d  you do  when you a r r i v e d  back a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. W e  were w a i t i n g  a round  f o r  a h e l i c o p t e r  t o  t a k e  
u s  back t o  o u r  b a s e  camp. I b e l i e v e ,  i f  I c a n  r e c o l l e c t ,  
two h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n  from Americal  ~ e a d q u a r t e r s .  Some 
g e n e r a l  s h e l i c o p t e r  and t h i s  ma jo r  t h a t  was unde r  Co lone l  
BARKER, d i d n ' t  l i k e  u s  a round  when t h e  b i g  g e n e r a l  came 
a round ,  you know, w e  were a bunch o f  peons i n  h i s  e s t i -
mat ion .  

Q.  What t i m e  was t h a t ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I t  was l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  

Q. Do you s a y  t h a t  t h e  CG o f  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  
was t h e r e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  whay t h e y  s a i d ,  t h a t  h e  was 
coming down, two choppe r s  came i n ,  and I b e l i e v e  i t  was 
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A.  W e l l ,  I b e l i e v e  it was t e l e p h o n e  communicat ions  
between MICHLES and somebody e l s e  i n  t h e  company. I remember 
j u s t  a comment a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  t h e y  were a l l  women and c h i l d -
r e n  and s o r t  of l a u g h i n g ,  s l y  remarks .  

Q .  T h a t ' s  what MICHLES s a i d ?  

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  it was MICHLES. J u s t  an o f f - t h e - c u f f  
comment . 
Q Well ,  d i d  you t a l k  t o  any men o f  Bravo Company
w h i l e  you were t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q- Did you see one p l a t o o n  come i n  from t h e  s o u t h -
w e s t  from t h e  b r i d g e  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  t o  j o i n  t h e  company? 

A. Not t h a t  I can  r e c a l l .  

Q When Bravo Company had j o i n e d  up w i t h  C h a r l i e  
Company, d i d  you see t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c e  t h e r e  o r  ARVN 
s o l d i e r s ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  s t a y  i n  t h a t  p a r t .  

Q When you l e f t  My L a i  ( 4 )  and f lew t o  t h e  e a s t  
w i t h  ROBERTS, who accompanied you on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A.  S e r g e a n t  M I N H  and " B u l l "  JOHNSON. 

Q. They w e r e  on t h e  same h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  you? They 
were  w i t h  you a l l  t h e  t i m e  you w e r e  w i t h  Bravo Company? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  you d e p a r t e d  on? 

A. What do you mean? 

Q - From Bravo Company? 

A. From Bravo Company? 
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Q Bravo Company. Did anybody come i n  on t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r ,  o r  was i t  j u s t  a s u p p l y  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A .  I t h i n k  i t  was a s u p p l y ,  b e c a u s e  i t  took  u s  back 
t o  Task Force  Ba rke r  and I b e l i e v e  p i c k e d  up a h o t  me.al. I t  
was ready  t o  go.  

Q Anybody on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  b e s i d e s  you and ROBERTS? 

A.  Not t h a t  I can  r e c a l l .  

Q. DO you r e c a l l  anybody i n  t h a t  l a a g e r  a r e a  s h o o t i n g  
any PW's? 

A. No, b u t  t h e  one  man I p o i n t e d  t o  i n  t h e  one  photo-
g r a p h ,  " B u l l "  JOHNSON and S e r g e a n t  M I N H  and someone, t h e y  
were q u e s t i o n i n g  and t h e y  took  him a l o n g  when I f i r s t  went 
o v e r .  

Q And, I u n d e r s t a n d  he remained w i t h  them t h r o u g h  
o u t  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  and went i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  s i t e ?  

A. H e  was w i t h  them a l l  t h e  t i m e  I was t h e r e ,  t h a t  I 
n o t i c e d .  

Q What d i d  you do  when you a r r i v e d  back a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. W e  w e r e  w a i t i n g  a round  f o r  a h e l i c o p t e r  t o  t a k e  
u s  back t o  o u r  b a s e  camp. I b e l i e v e ,  i f  I c a n  r e c o l l e c t ,  
two h e l i c o p t e r s  came i n  f rom America1 ~ e a d q u a r t e r s .  Some 
g e n e r a l ' s  h e l i c o p t e r  and t h i s  major  t h a t  was unde r  Co lone l  
BARKER, d i d n ' t  l i k e  u s  a round  when t h e  b i g  g e n e r a l  came 
a round ,  you know, we w e r e  a bunch of  peons i n  h i s  e s t i -
mat ion .  

Q What t i m e  was t h a t ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A.  I t  was l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  

Q. Do you s a y  t h a t  t h e  CG o f  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  
was t h e r e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  whay t h e y  s a i d ,  t h a t  h e  w a s  
coming down, two choppe r s  came i n ,  and I b e l i e v e  it was 

(HAEBERLE) 3 3 APP T-174 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  h e l i c o p t e r .  Whether t h a t  was him o r  n o t  - -

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And, what d i d  you do t h e n ?  

A. J a y  and I j u s t  s t o o d  and w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
w a i t i n g  f o r  o u r  r i d e  back t o  o u r  ba se  camp. 

Q. Did you go back on t h o s e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  o r  what?  

A. The g e n e r a l ' s  h e l i c o p t e r ?  No. 

Q.  What t i m e  d i d  you g e t  back t o  Bronco? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q When you g o t  back t o  Bronco, who d i d  you r e p o r t  t o ?  

A. The p e r s o n n e l  i n  o u r  o f f i c e .  I went i n  t o  o u r  o f f i c e .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  any s e n i o r  noncommissioned o f f i c e r ,  
o r  any o f f i c e r  t h e r e  t o  t e l l  them what you had s e e n  d u r i n g  t h e  
c o u r s e  of  t h e  day? 

A. I b e l i e v e  we might  have s a i d  a few t h i n g s  h e r e  and 
t h e r e ,  b u t  we  d i d n ' t  go i n t o  d e t a i l .  None of  us  w e r e  q u e s t i o n e d  
on i t .  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  wor ry ing  whether  o r  n o t  you t o l d  
p e o p l e  what you had s e e n .  3 

(3 
A. I ment ioned  a few t h i n g s  t h a t  had happened ,  b u t  I If 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  what I s a i d .  

4 
Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  MACV r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  d 
r e p o r t i n g  of  war a t r o c i t i e s ?  L e t  m e  r e a d  it t o  you. 

I C :  May I have have t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  number p l e a s e ,  Gene ra l ?  

I0 : MACV R e g u l a t i o n  20-4, d a t e d  27 A p r i l  1967 .  And, i t  
s a y s  i n  pa rag raph  2--the t i t l e  o f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t l y ,  i s  "The 
I n s p e c t i o n  and I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  War Cr imes ."  I t  s a y s :  

"This  d i r e c t i v e  i s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  a l l e g e d  war 
crimes, v i o l a t i o n s  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  Geneva 
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Convent ion  i n f l i c t e d  by h o s t i l e  f o r c e s  upon U.S. 
m i l i t a r y  o r  c i v i l i a n  p e r s o n n e l  a s s i g n e d  i n  
Vietnam o r  by U.S. m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  upon, h o s t i l e  
m i l i t a r y  o r  c i v i l i a n  p e r s o n n e l . "  

Pa rag raph  5 s t a t e s :  

" I t  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a l l  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  
h a v i n g  knowledge o r  r e c e i v i n g  a r e p o r t  o f  an i n -
c i d e n t  o r  a c t  t h o u g h t  t o  be a war crime t o  make such  
i n c i d e n t  known t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  a s  soon 
a s  p o s s i b l e .  P e r s o n n e l  pe r fo rming  i n v e s t i g a t i v e ,  
i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  p o l i c e ,  p h o t o g r a p h i c ,  g r a v e s  r e g i s -
t r a t i o n ,  o r  l e g a l  f u n c t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  i n  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  enemy, w i l l  i n  t h e  normal  c o u r s e  
o f  t h e i r  d u t y ,  make e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  d e t e c t  t h e  
commission o f  war c r i m e s  and r e p o r t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  
f a c t s  t o  t h e i r  commanding o f f i c e r .  P e r s o n s  d i s -
c o v e r i n g  a war crime w i l l  t a k e  a l l  r e a s o n a b l e  
a c t i o n  unde r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t o  p r e s e r v e  phy-
s i c a l  e v i d e n c e ,  t o  n o t e  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  w i t n e s s e s  
p r e s e n t ,  and t o  r e c o r d  by p h o t o g r a p h ,  s k e t c h ,  o r  
d e s c r i p t i v e  n o t e s  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and t h e  s u r -
r o u n d i n g s . "  

A. To b e g i n  w i t h ,  I n e v e r  had a copy o f  t h a t ,  o r  n e v e r  
even  h e a r d  o f  i t .  Nothing was e v e r  ment ioned  l i k e  t h a t  t o  
m e .  Second,  I b e l i e v e  I ment ioned  a comment a b o u t  it. I 
t u r n e d  my film--my b l a c k  and w h i t e  f i l m  o v e r  t o  them and 
s a i d ,  " H e r e ' s  my f i l m .  Here's t h e  r e s u l t s . "  Now, i f  t h e r e  
i s  an: i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e r  t h e r e ,  h e  r ev i ews  t h i s .  I mean, 
I ' m  n o t  t h e  w r i t e r  on t h e  t h i n g ,  and wha teve r  comes o u t  o f  
it - -
Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, b u t  what I ' m  g e t t i n g  back t o  i s ,  
you t h r o u g h o u t . t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  day  saw some th ing  t h a t ,  i n  
my judgement was p r e t t y  ho r r endous .  And, from what  I can  f i n d ,  
and what you 've  i n d i c a t e d ,  you may have  c a s u a l l y  ment ioned  
t h i s  t o  somebody. To you r  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  you d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  
t h i s  t o  the- -your  s e n i o r  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. I t o l d  them,  what I b e l i e v e  it was--I c a n ' t  s a y  
it word f o r  word,  b u t  it was ment ioned ,  t h a t  I s a i d  someth ing  
had happened.  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h i s  

(HAEBERLE) 3 5 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-174 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

a l s o ,  I b e l i e v e  I d i d  ment ion  t h a t .  Bu t ,  a c t u a l l y  g o i n g  and 
d e s c r i b i n g  i n  d e t a i l  e v e r y  move, no.  

Where d i d  you r e c e i v e  your  p h o t o g r a p h i c  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. I r e c e i v e d  it a t  Ohio U n i v e r s i t y .  I have a  Bache lo r  
o f  F ine  A r t s .  

Q 9 Did you r e c e i v e  any p h o t o g r a p h i c  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
m i l i t a r y ?  

A. No, I t r a i n e d  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

Q. P r i o r  t o  you r  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  South Vietnam from 
Hawaii i n  December, d i d  you r e c e i v e  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  
p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h e  b r i g a d e ?  

A. What t y p e  o f  t r a i n i n g  d o  you mean? 

Q. W e l l ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t r a i n i n g  
i n  r u l e s  o f  l a n d  w a r f a r e ?  I ' m  t a l k i n g  abou t  t r a i n i n g  i n  
t h e  Geneva Conven t ion ,  t h e  c a r e  and t r e a t m e n t  o f  PW's? 

A. I took  p i c t u r e s  a l o t  and s t u f f .  I r a r e l y  a t -
t e n d e d  c l a s s e s  and t h a t .  

Q When you were i n  South  Vietnam d i d  you r e c e i v e  
a c a r d - - t h i s  i s  E x h i b i t  M - 2 ,  e n t i t l e s  "Nine Rulesu- - such  
a s  t h i s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  a l l  r e c e i v e d  someth ing .  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  was i t ,  o r  n o t .  

Q. Would you rev iew t h a t  and i n d i c a t e  w h e t h e r  you 
r e c e i v e d  t h a t ,  o r  n o t ?  

(The w i t n e s s  d i d  a s  r e q u e s t e d . )  

I C  : May I see i t ?  

(Counse l  examined t h e  E x h i b i t  M-2. ) 

A. 

(HAEBERLE) 
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I C :  May I s e e  t h i s  j u s t  a moment? 

Q Yes. T h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  c a r d  as w e l l ,  which  I 
u n d e r s t o o d  was i s s u e d  a l s o  t o  a l l  p e r s o n n e l  w i t h i n  t h e  MACV 
command. T h i s  i s  e n t i t l e d  "The Enemy i n  Your Hands.". I ' l l  
ask  w h e t h e r  you have  s e e n  one  o f  t h o s e ,  and  w h e t h e r  you had  
r e c e i v e d  one o f  them? ( E x h i b i t  M - 3 . )  

I C :  Does t h i s  have an  e x h i b i t  number? 

10: E x h i b i t  M - 3 .  

(The w i t n e s s  and  c o u n s e l  examined t h e  e x h i b i t . )  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  w h e t h e r  I had t h i s  o n e ,  o r  n o t .  

10: Do you know who i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i s s u i n g  
t h i s ?  

I C :  May I have  a moment t o  r e a d  t h i s  p l e a s e ?  

10: Do you  know who i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i s s u i n g  t h e s e  
c a r d s  w i t h i n  t h e  1 1 t h  B r i g a d e ?  

A. I t  would have  t o  be  e i t h e r  t h e  company commander 
o r  - -

Q No. W i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  who w a s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h a n d l i n g  them? 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  S3 ,  h e ' s  t r a i n i n g ,  r i q h t ?  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  i f  i t  would b e  t h e  S1  o r  t h e  S3. 

Q. W e l l ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i t  w a s  
h a n d l e d  by t h e  P I 0  o f f i c e .  

A. PIO? 

Q - Y e s ,  t h e  o f f  ice t h a t  you worked f o r .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember h a n d l i n g  t h o s e .  

Q M r .  HAEBERLE, c a n  you t e l l  m e  why you t o o k  y o u r  
p r i v a t e  camera  a l o n g  w i t h  you? 
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A. I a lways  have t a k e n  my p r i v a t e  camera no  m a t t e r  
where I went t h r o u g h  my whole Army c a r e e r .  I ' v e  t a k e n  p i c -
t u r e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  I n  f a c t ,  some o f  my own p e r s o n a l  
p i c t u r e s  I have u sed  f o r  news r e l e a s e s .  To b e g i n  w i t h ,  t h e  
Army d i d n '  t have  a  camera i n  Hawaii .  I u sed  my own p e r s o n a l  
camera a l l  t h e  t i m e  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ,  and even  bought  
my own f i l m  a t  t i m e s ,  t o  you know, t r y  t o  s a t i s f y  p e o p l e  and 
g e t  them--because a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  Army do  l i k e  t o  make 
t h e  weekly newspaper  and t h a t .  I s o r t  o f  s t a r t e d  t h e  o f f i c e  
o u t  u s i n g  my own equipment .  I ' v e  a lways been  t a k i n g  p e r s o n a l  
p i c t u r e s .  

Q W e l l ,  you were i n  a r a t h e r  p r i v i l e g e d  p o s i t i o n ,
however,  w e r e n ' t  you ,  a s  a pho tog raphe r?  

A. Yes, I f e e l  I was v e r y  p r i v i l e g e d .  

Q Did t h e  t h o u g h t  e v e r  o c c u r  t o  you t h a t  t h e s e  p i c -
t u r e s  might  r e a l l y  more p r o p e r l y ,  be long  t o  t h e  Army? 

A. No. No. 

Q. What were you go ing  t o  u t i l i z e  a l l  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  
f o r ?  

A. Would you r e p e a t  y o u r s e l f  a g a i n ,  p l e a s e ?  

Q What w e r e  you g o i n g  t o  u t i l i z e  a l l  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  
f o r ?  Cl

CC 
3 

A .  A l l  my p e r s o n a l  p i c t u r e s ?  

Q Y e s .  

A.  S o r t  o f  a s  a remembrance o f  my 2 y e a r s  o f  d u t y .  
Everybody, a l l  t h e  G I ' s  i n  Vietnam t a k e  p i c t u r e s  w i t h  t h e i r  
cameras and b r i n g  them a l o n g ,  and d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  T h e i r  
p e r s o n a l  - -
Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I know, b u t  a l l  t h e  G I ' s  i n  South  
Vietnam d o n ' t  b e l o n g  t o  p h o t o g r a p h i c  u n i t s  and a r e  n o t  photo-
g r a p h e r s .  

A.  W e l l ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  o f  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  o v e r  t h e r e  
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t h a t  do t a k e  t h e i r  own p e r s o n a l  p i c t u r e s  a l s o ,  t h a t  a r e  photo-
g r a p h e r s .  I had n o t  been  t o l d  n o t  t o  t a k e  p e r s o n a l  pho tog raphs .  
~ f  I was t o l d ,  I w o u l d n ' t  t a k e  them, t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  i s  t o  i t .  

Q *  Did you have  i n  mind making up a p h o t o  l e c t u r e ?  

A.  Yes,  I d i d .  My t o u r  i n  Hawai i .  Going t o  Vietnam. 
Showing what w e  d o ,  and t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  which it was made up.  
The good t h i n g s ,  and f i n a l l y  t h i s  l a s t  s c e n e  t u r n i n g  i n t o  
someth ing  e l se .  The way I p r e s e n t e d  t h e s e  s l i d e s  t o  p e o p l e ,  
and a l s o  ment ion  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  and what  t h e  V i e t  Cong d i d .  
What a t r o c i t i e s  t h e y  d i d ,  and l e t  t h e  p e o p l e  who viewed 
t h e s e  come up w i t h  t h e i r  own c o n c l u s i o n .  

Q. Did you have  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  o f  comparable  s c e n e s  
of  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e ?  

A. No, I d i d  n o t .  Because o u r  a r e a  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e .  There  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  t h a t  
much go ing  on  i n  o u r  a r e a .  B u t ,  t h i s  was supposed t o  be  an 
o p e r a t i o n  i n  a V i e t  Cong s t r o n q h o l d ,  s o  I would have my 
chance t o  have  some p i c t u r e s  o f  a c t u a l  b a t t l e .  

Q. W e l l ,  you w i l l  n o t i c e  i n  l o o k i n g  a t  you r  b l a c k  and 
w h i t e  a s  compared t o  your  c o l o r  p h o t o s ,  you r  b l a c k  and w h i t e  
pho tos  f rom a  p o i n t  o f  view o f  c o n t e n t  a r e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  b l a n d .  
P r a c t i c a l l y  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n  a l l  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e s  o f  what 
might  be  te rmed a t r o c i t i e s  a p p e a r  i n  your  c o l o r  p h o t o s .  Did 
you have any p u r p o s e  i n  mind when d o i n g  t h i s ?  

A. No, I ' m  j u s t  wondering i f  a l l  t h e  b l a c k  and w h i t e  
pho tog raphs  a r e  t h e r e .  

Q. How many cameras  d i d  you have?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  i n  my own mind,  I can  be wrong,  I b e l i e v e  
I had two L e i c a s .  One w i t h  a  wide a n g l e  and  one w i t h  a normal  
l e n s .  T h a t ' s  what  I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  I c o u l d  be wrong. I had 
my own p e r s o n a l  l o a d e d  w i t h  c o l o r ,  w i t h  an FTN h e a d ,  which 
i s  a u t o m a t i c  e x p o s u r e  a d j u s t e d  t o  t h e  f - s t o p  and s h u t t e r  
s p e e d s .  

Q. Your Nikon? 
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A. Nikon. 

Q Well, w e  have t h e  sequences  from two r o l l s  of  f i l m .  

A.  I s t a t e d  t h a t  I d i d  s h o o t  two o r  t h r e e  r o l l s  o f  f i l m .  
Bu t ,  a l s o  look ing  a t  t h e  sequence  t h a t  I was l o o k i n g  a t  be fo re - -
t h a t ' s  why I want  t o  t a k e  a copy of  t h e s e  and s t u d y  them. The 
sequence  seems t o  jump. Again,  I cou ld  be wrong, b u t  I ' d  
s t i l l  l i k e  t o  check t h a t  o u t .  

Q I n  your  judgment, you saw n o t h i n g  wrong w i t h  t a k i n g
t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  which a r e  p i c t u r e s  o f  a t r o c i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  
o f  view of  u s i n g  them f o r  your  own p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s ?  

A.  I have used them f o r  my own p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s ,  I 
had them f o r  a y e a r  and a h a l f  and m y s e l f ,  I d i d n ' t  know 
t h i s  was t h e  My L a i  a r e a .  I knew on t h e  map when t h e  C I D  
came around,  g e n e r a l l y  what  a r e a  it was i n .  Bu t ,  t h e r e ' s  
no way I cou ld  s a y .  "Look, h e r e ' s  a newspaper.  Here's 
what happened. " I mean, t h e r e ' s  no th ing- - the  Army c o u l d  
have s a i d ,  "Aw hogwash, t h a t  n e v e r  happened."  So ,  I j u s t  
showed it  t o  d i f f e r e n t  groups t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n ,  
how they  f e l t ,  and e x p l a i n i n g  what  happened during--what  
they  r e a d  i n  t h e  newspapers d u r i n g  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e .  The 
p a r t  t h a t  r e a l l y  t u r n s  m e  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  when 
I r e a d  it, was t h e  AP w i r e  r e l e a s e  showing t h e  American 
G I  c h a r g i n g  ahead w i t h  h i s  r i f l e  and some guy on t h e  ground 
p r o t e c t i n g  him. And, h e r e ' s  t h e  s t o r y  of  b i g  s u c c e s s .  I 
more o r  less used  some o f  t h e s e  s l i d e s  t o  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  
news media,  showing how they  can  r e a l l y  t u r n  thi 'ngs around.  

Q w  Y e s .  P u t t i n g  t h i s  t h i n g  i n  i t s  p r o p e r  c o n t e n t ,  
l ook ing  a t  what  you h a d ,  you d i d n ' t  l i k e  what you saw, ev-
i d e n t l y .  T h a t ' s  what  y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  m e .  

A .  No. I d i d n ' t  l i k e  what  I s a w .  

Q Nobody l i k e s  t h i s .  

A.  I n  f a c t ,  a t  t h e  o f f i c e  w e  s a i d  a few t h i n g s  abou t  
the women and c h i l d r e n  and t h a t .  I ' m  p o s i t i v e  I mentioned 
t h a t ,  b u t  no one  r e a l l y - - t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e r  d i d n ' t  ques-
t i o n  m e  on  i t ,  o r  t h e  s e r g e a n t  d i d n ' t  q u e s t i o n  m e  on it. No 
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one .  They c o n s i d e r e d  it a g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  

Q But ,  you see h e r e ' s  someth ing  t h a t  b o t h e r s  m e .  I ' m  
an  American Army o f f i c e r ,  and I have 34 y e a r s  s e r v i c e .  We've 
g o t  one  of t h e  h i g h e s t  mora l  codes  t h a t  you c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  i m -
a g i n e ,  and I have  n e v e r  s e e n  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  I ' v e  n e v e r  
h e a r d  of a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  And, any t ime  t h e r e  was a n y t h i n g  
ment ioned abou t  any k i n d  o f  a c t i o n  where  anybody was m i s t r e a t i n g  
anybody, i t  h a s  a lways been  my p r a c t i c e  t o  make s u r e  t h i s  had  
been  t a k e n  care o f .  T h a t ' s  t h e  k i n d  of  code t h a t  C o l o n e l  FRANKLIN, 
C o l o n e l  WILSON, and t h e s e  p e o p l e  l i v e  on.  

A. Okay, G e n e r a l ,  l e t  m e  a s k  you t h i s .  I f  t h e r e  was 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h i s ,  why t h e  h e l l  w a s n ' t  I c o n t a c t e d  when 
t h e y  knew a p h o t o g r a p h e r  was o u t  t h e r e ?  Why w a s n ' t  I c o n t a c t e d  
when t h e  b r i g a d e  was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s ,  and t h e y  h a d  t a l k e d  t o  
t r o o p s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  who had  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s ?  Why w a s n ' t  
I c o n t a c t e d ?  I would have  been  g l a d  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  c o l o r  f i l m .  

10 :  I t h i n k  i n  a l l  f a i r n e s s ,  I s h o u l d  r e spond  t o  y o u r  
q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  HAEBERLE. You a sked  i f  t h e r e  was an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
conduc ted ,  why w e r e n ' t  you c o n t a c t e d ?  I would r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  
s a y  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  have  t h e  answer t o  t h a t .  B u t ,  t h a t  
may a l s o  e x p l a i n  why w e  a r e  h e r e .  The pu rpose  of  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n ,  o r  i n q u i r y ,  t o  a v o i d  d u p l i c a t i o n ,  i s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  
accu racy  o f  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which was conduc ted ,  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
t h e  s u f f i c i e n c y  o r  t h e  adequacy of any r ev i ews  of such  i n v e s -
t i g a t i o n .  A l s o  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e r e  had  been  any a t t e m p t  t o  
s u p p r e s s  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  you might  s a y ,  
t o  c o v e r  i t  up. T h a t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  what  w e ' r e  t r yTng  t o  s e e k  o u t .  

A .  Could I j u s t  ask  you t h i s ?  J a y  ROBERTS w a s  s t i l l  
i n  ~ i e t n a m .  I l e f t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r .  Was h e  e v e r  c o n t a c t e d  abou t  
t h i s  d u r i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by t h e  b r i g a d e  a t  t h e  t ime?  

Q I have  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  h e  was c o n t a c t e d .  When 
d i d  you l e a v e  Vietnam? 

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  you know more abou t  t h a t  t h a n  I do.  I 
t h i n k  it was somewhere abou t  t h e  23d o r  24 th  I l e f t  Viefnam, 
and I was d i s c h a r g e d  t h e  27 th  f rom F o r t  Lewis ,  Washington.  

Q .  T h i s  i s  t h e  1 6 t h ,  and how many days  a f t e r  t h e  ope r -
a t i o n  d i d  you remain  i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a ?  
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A.  I b e l i e v e  it w a s n ' t  t o o  l o n g  a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  I re-
mained t h e r e .  

Q DO y o u  remember t h e  name o f  y o u r  s e n i o r  noncommiss ioned 
o f f i c e r ,  i n  t h e  P I 0  Shop? 

A. The s e n i o r  noncommiss ioned o f f i c e r ,  t h a t ' s  S e r g e a n t  
F i r s t  C l a s s  STONICH? 

A. STONICH. 

Q Did y o u  t a l k  t o  him a b o u t  wha t  you saw? E i t h e r  you 
o r  ROBERTS d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h a t  d a y ?  

A. I c a n n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t - - w h e t h e r  I d i d  t a l k  t o  h im,  o r  
n o t .  I b e l i e v e  J a y  a n d  I were j u s t  t a l k i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  o f f i c e  - -
j u s t  wha t  happened .  

Q Do you  remember t a l k i n g  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  DUNN a b o u t  i t ?  

A. H e  may h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  h e  
was t h e r e .  

Q Did y o u  see much o f  L i e u t e n a n t ,  o r  C a p t a i n  MOODY? 

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  MOODY was t h e r e .  H e  was more 
o r  less g a l l a v a n t i n g  a r o u n d .  H e  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  t h a t  h o t  o f  a n  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  I t h o u g h t  h e  was v e r y  poo;. 

Q What was h e  d o i n g  dur ing- -you  s a y  h e  w a s n ' t  i n -
t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  P I 0  b u s i n e s s .  What was h e  d o i n g ?  

A.  W e l l ,  h e  w a s  v e r y  w e l l  d i s l i k e d  b y ,  I ' d  s a y  t h e  
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  B e c a u s e ,  l i k e  w e  g e t  an  a s s i g n m e n t ,  
l i k e  a t e l e v i s i o n  crew came i n ,  w e ' d  wan t  t o  go  w i t h  them 
s o  w e  c o u l d  s h o o t  a l s o .  Bu t  n o ,  L i e u t e n a n t  MOODY would  
g r a b  t h e  camera  a n d  b e  t h e  b i g  p h o t o g r a p h e r  a n d  t a k e  o f f .  
B u t ,  f rom t h e  TV p e o p l e  I h e a r d  h e  g o t  i n  t h e  way a n d  s t u f f .  
H e  w o u l d n ' t  l e t  u s  go  o u t  o n  d i f f e r e n t  a s s i g n m e n t s  t h a t  w e  
w a n t e d  t o  go  o n .  W e  were t h e  p h o t o g r a p h e r s ,  h e  was t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  
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Q W e l l ,  you f e l l o w s  i n  t h a t  P I 0  o f f i c e ,  you were a 
p r e t t y  s m a l l  t i g h t - k n i t  o u t f i t  a s  I would u n d e r s t a n d  you. 
Because I am f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and how t h e s e  t h i n g s  
f u n c t i o n ,  t o o .  H e l i c o p t e r  crews and P I0  o u t f i t s  and M I  de-
tachments  p a r t i c u l a r i l y  when y o u ' r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a h a n d f u l  o f  
p e o p l e .  Can you remember t a l k i n g  abou t  t h i s  w i t h  anybody 
b e s i d e s  ROBERTS t h a t  day? 

A. The way I r e c a l l  it i s  t h a t  I d i d  ment ion  some 
t h i n g s  on it. I mean it was j u s t  two p e o p l e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  
'YO t h e  b e s t  I c a n  r e c a l l .  But ,  what s p e c i f i c  I s a i d - - I ' m  
s u r e  I ment ioned  abou t  b a b i e s  and c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  o t h e r  t h a n  
t h a t  - -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did t h i s  t e n d  t o  u p s e t  y o u r  
stomach a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

A. I t  d i d ,  t h a t  was t h e  l a s t  se t  o f  p i c t u r e s  I have 
e v e r  t a k e n .  I h a v e n ' t  t a k e n  any more p i c t u r e s .  I ' m  n o t  
even  i n  photography  anymore. Look a t  J a y  ROBERTS. H e  
wanted t o  be  a b i g  bus inessman.  Look where h e  i s  now. 

Q W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  t h i n g  I was t a l k i n g  abou t  when 
I mentioned--one p o i n t  t h a t  I have a lways l ooked  upon i n  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  i s  t h e  code  o f  e t h i c s  under  which w e  l i v e ,  and 
knowing someth ing  l i k e  t h i s  t o  y o u r s e l f  w i t h o u t  g o i n g  t o  
someone t h e r e  and r e a l l y  t e l l i n g  him what  t h e  s c o r e  was.  

A .  You know t h e  t r o u b l e  a s  I see i t ,  G e n e r a l ,  i s  
t h e  p e o p l e  h i g h e r  up d o n ' t  r e c e i v e  a l l  t h e  in foGmat ion .  I 
t h i n k  w e ' r e  j u s t  a s  bad  a s  t h e  V i e t  Cong. The a t r o c i t i e s  
t h a t  I ' v e  h e a r d  j u s t  work ing  i n  t h e  P I 0  o f f i c e  I d id- -
t h e  o f f e n s e s  t h e y  had commit ted were  j u s t  h e a r s a y .  

Q Did you f e e l  t h a t  a s  a member of  t h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
t h e  b r i g a d e ,  t h a t  you had  a c c e s s  t o  go t o ,  l e t ' s  s a y  t h e  
c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  . t h e r e ,  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
o f f i c e r  and s o  f o r t h .  Tha t  t h e  d o o r  was open anyt ime i f  you 
r e a l l y  had a  p rob lem t o  l a y  o u t ,  o r  t o  qo t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
s t a f f ,  t h e  G 1 ,  t h e  G2, t h e  G3 t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  and 
t h e  G 4 ,  and t h e  G5? 

A. I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  way a t  a l l .  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t .  
Gene ra l  LIPSCOMB was i n  c h a r g e  p r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  and you j u s t  
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more o r  less k e p t  t o  y o u r s e l f .  Maybe a few p e o p l e  i n  t h e  
o f f i c e  were ,  a s  you s a y ,  were a  c l o s e - k n i t  f a m i l y .  They 'd  
t a l k ,  you know, i n  your  o f f i c e ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  a b o u t  i t ,  a s  I 
f e e l .  

Q. Well, I ' m  s o r r y  you '  re l e a v i n g  t h e  Army w i t h  t h a t  
i m p r e s s i o n  - -
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' v e  worked w i t h  h i g h e r  p e o p l e ,  
h i g h e r  up i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and I ' v e  s e e n  where PFC's 
and s e r g e a n t s  c o u l d  do a l o t  b e t t e r  job t h a n  t h e  o f f i c e r s .  

Q. What a b o u t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  I 0  o f f i c e r ,  d i d  you 
know him? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  p e r s o n a l l y  know him. Maybe 
h e ' s  been i n  o u r  o f f i c e  a c o u p l e  of  t i m e s ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q L i e u t e n a n t  Co lone l  DIONNE? 

A. I ' v e  h e a r d  o f  h i s  name, I b e l i e v e  h e  was t h e r e  
maybe once  o r  t w i c e .  A s  f a r  as--he s p e n t  most o f  h i s  t i m e ,  
I b e l i e v e  w i t h  MOODY. W e  d i d n ' t  even  g e t  a chance  t o  t a l k  
o r  a n y t h i n g .  

Q M r .  WEST, I b e l i e v e  you had some q u e s t i o n s  you
wanted t o  a sk?  

MR WEST: Y e s .  

I C :  Be fo re  you l e a v e  t h a t ,  may I a sk  a few q u e s t i o n s  
of M r .  HAEBERLE? I t h i n k  I might  b r i n g  o u t  some o f  t h e  
r e l e v a n t  f a c t s  h e r e ,  i f  I may? 

10: Yes. 

I C :  M r .  HAEBERLE - -

MR WEST: L e t  t h e  h e a r i n g  be  r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1540 h o u r s ,  1 7  J a n u a r y  1970 . )  

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened  a t  1541  h o u r s ,  1 7  J a n u a r y  1970 . )  
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10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

I iCDR : A l l  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a r e  
a g a i n  p r e s e n t .  

I C :  M r .  HAEBERLE, what were you t o l d  was t h e  pu rpose  o f  
t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  a s  an Army p h o t o g r a p h e r ,  i n  b l a c k  and w h i t e  
f i l m ?  

A.  Mainly f o r  j u s t  newsworthy e v e n t s  i n  hometown 
news r e l e a s e s  o f  t h e  American G I .  

I C :  By meaning newsworthy? 

A. Maybe a s m a l l  c h i l d  who i s  on a c r u t c h ,  o r  maybe 
h e l p i n g  Sou th  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  by p a s s i n g  o u t  f o o d ,  pac-
i f i c a t i o n ,  o r  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  s a y  l i k e  i n  a group  n o t  i d e n -
t i f y i n g  any one  s i n g l e  p e r s o n .  To m e ,  t h e  hometown r e l e a s e s  
a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  a s i n g l e  p e r s o n  o n l y .  

I C :  Why w e r e  you u s i n q  b l a c k  and w h i t e  f i l m  f o r  t h i s  
Army photograph  work? 

A. The re  was no f a c i l i t i e s  a round  t h a t  a r e a  t o  p r o c e s s  
c o l o r ,  and t h e y  d i d  n o t  want c o l o r ,  because  o f  newspapers  do 
n o t  u se  t h e  c o l o r ,  o r  a t  l e a s t ,  o u r  o f f i c e .  

I C  : Were you t o l d  t h a t  you were  making a r e c o r d  of  
t h e  whole h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  war a s  f a r  a s  you see i t ?  O r ,  
o n l y  what had o c c u r r e d ?  

A. Main ly ,  what  was go ing  t o  be  p u b l i s h e d  c u r r e n t l y .  
L i k e ,  we had t o  make up sc r apbooks  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  l i k e  t h e  
g e n e r a l  w e  had  t o  p r e s e n t  him w i t h  a  sc rapbook  when h e  l e f t  
and a few c o l o n e l s ,  p l u s  ma jo r s .  You know, s c r apbooks  f o r  
memories 

I C  : Now, i f  you w e r e  a c t i n g  a s  an Army p h o t o g r a p h e r  
t h e n  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e ,  and u s i n g  t h e  b l a c k  and w h i t e  f i l m ,  
how c a n  you c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  manner i n  which you w e r e  a c t i n g  
o r  what you had i n  mind when you used you r  own camera w i t h  
t h e  c o l o r  f i l m .  

A. I n  my own mind,  t h e  c o l o r  f i l m  was f o r  my own 
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p e r s o n a l - - t o  remember what  happened i n  my own mind. I c o u l d n ' t  
b e l i e v e - - a  p h o t o g r a p h e r  t r a i n i n g  f o r  q u i t e  a few y e a r s ,  you 
r e a c t .  And, I r e a c t  w i t h  a camera and n o t  a r i f l e .  I photo-
g raphed  t h e s e  f o r  my own p e r s o n a l - - j u s t  t o  remember someth ing  
r e a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  t h a t  I had s e e n .  I f u l f i l l e d  my job. a s  a 
p h o t o g r a p h e r  f o r  t h e  Army and even  though  it was r e q u i r e d  of  
m e .  The b l a c k  and  w h i t e  w e r e ,  and a l s o  some o f  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  
t h a t  a r e  on h e r e  t h a t  do show-- le t  m e  show you one f o r  example 
t h a t  you can  c l e a r l y  l ook  a t  tha t - -you  can  see where  t h e  
r i f l e  b u l l e t  i s  h i t t i n g  t h e  s a n d  o r  a c o u p l e  o f  s h o t s  away 
from i t ,  and you can  see, I b e l i e v e ,  t h e r e  i s  a body l y i n g  
t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  want  t o  make a c o n c r e t e  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e  some more p h o t o g r a p h s ,  b l a c k  
and w h i t e  . 
I C  : Now, w h e t h e r  t h e r e  a r e  o r  n o t  
t h a t  i n  making t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  t h e r e  was 
pho tog raphs  t h a t  you took  w i t h  t h e  b l a c k  
t h e  k i n d  of  pho tog raphs  t h a t  you took  w i  
i n  d rawing  t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  you w e r e  do 
p h o t o g r a p h e r ?  

t h e n ,  d i d  you f e e l  
, between t h e  k i n d  o f  
and w h i t e  f i l m ,  and 

t h  you r  own c o l o r  f i l m ,  
i n g  you r  job a s  an Army 

A.  Y e s .  

I C  : T h a t ' s  a l l .  Thank you. 

MR WEST: M r .  HAEBERLE, l e t ' s  g o  back t o  Highway 521 s o u t h  
of  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  where t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l  j o i n s  w i t h  521. 
M r .  ROBERTS t o l d  u s  a b o u t  s e e i n g  a h e l i c o p t e r  making s low a 
p a s s e s  o v e r  t h a t  a r e a  and f i r i n g  i n t o  a l i n e  o f ' b u s h e s  t o  P-
t h e  s o u t h .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  now? 3 

A. No, I ' m  s o r r y .  I know t h e r e  was a h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t-: 

t h e  a r e a .  S e e ,  t h e  t i m e s  t h a t  I ment ioned  b e f o r e ,  I cou ld  r3 
have been  o v e r  h e r e  and J a y  c o u l d  have been  o v e r  h e r e  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g ) .  G e n e r a l l y ,  w e  were t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  n o t  s h o u l d e r  
t o  s h o u l d e r .  

Q B u t ,  you d i d  g e t  down t o  Highway 521? 

A.  Yes,  s i r ,  I d i d .  

9 Now, M r .  ROBERTS a l s o  t o l d  u s  o f  s e e i n g  p e o p l e  a l o n g  
t h e  r o a d ,  and t h e  squad  t h a t  accompanied you and M r .  ROBERTS 
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down i n  t h a t  a r e a  came w i t h i n  75 y a r d s  o f  521,  and f i r e d  
on t h e s e  p e o p l e  and  s e v e r a l  f e l l .  And, l a t e r  h e  remembers 
t h e  squad examined t h e  p e o p l e  on t h e  road  and a c c o r d i n g  
t o  M r .  ROBERTS' r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
b o d i e s ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  Those a r e  t h e  ones  t h a t  I 
photographed  o u t  h e r e ,  because  I walked i n  between t h e  
b o d i e s .  

Q M r .  ROBERTS s a i d ,  " I  d i d n ' t  walk t o  them,  b u t  
i t  looked  l i k e  m i l i t a r y - a g e d  ma le s . "  Is t h a t  what you 
saw? 

A. They w e r e  d r e s s e d  i n  b l a c k  pa j amas ,  I c o u l d  s e e  
no weapons. 

Q I wondered i f  pe rhaps  t h e r e  were  more t h a n  t h a t  
i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y ,  up and down t h e  road?  

A.  W e l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o n e ,  two,  t h r e e .  Bu t ,  up where 
t h e  clump of  trees a r e  and t h e  cows w e r e  i n  t h e  one  p i c t u r e ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  p e o p l e  duck ing  b e h i n d  t h e  t rees and i n  t h e  d i t c h  
p u l l i n g  t h e i r  cows i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  what l ooked  t o  m e  t o  be  
women and s m a l l  c h i l d r e n .  There  c o u l d  have been  men t h e r e  
t o o ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  a l i t t l e  f a r  away. 

Q W e l l ,  do  you r e c a l l  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  w e r e  more 
b o d i e s  a l o n g  t h e  road  t h e r e  t h a n  t h r e e  o r  f o u r ?  M r .  ROBERTS 
t h i n k s  - -
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Three o f  f o u r  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d ,  t h e r e  
may have been  more s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  t h e  d i t c h ,  b u t  I h a d n ' t  
v e n t u r e d  t o  f i n d  o u t .  Some o f  t h e  pho tog raphs  do  show, t h e  
one w i t h  t h e  b r a i n s  was down i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  p l u s  t h e  one w i t h  
t h e  G I ' s  l o o k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  b e l o n g i n g s  o f  a n o t h e r  body. 

Q Did you look  i n  a w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  down 521? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h i s  way? No, I d i d n ' t  l ook  down t h a t  
way. 

Q Did you see any r e f u g e e s  move a l o n g  t h e  road  a t  
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t h i s  t i m e ?  

A. When I was a c t u a l l y  down t h e r e ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. No, I d i d n ' t  see any.  

Q A s  you approached?  

A .  Yes ,  as I app roached  t h e y  w e r e  a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l  
wa lk ing .  T h a t ' s  t h e  p a r t  t h a t  r e a l l y - - t h e y  f i r e d  a t - - t h e y  
were f i r i n g  a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  and l i k e  t h e  t h r e e  ma le s  up 
t h e r e  j u s t  seemed t o  k e e p  w a l k i n g  a long .  I mean, t h e y  
s t a r t e d  f i r i n g  t h e i r  M-16's, machineguns,  t h r ew  a c o u p l e  
g r enade  l a u n c h e r  rounds  o u t  t h a t  way. 

Q They d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  t a k e  c o v e r ?  

A. I t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  seem t h a t  way, u n t i l  t h e  male  
b o d i e s  s t a r t e d  d r o p p i n g  down, and t h e n  you c o u l d  see t h e  
p e o p l e  p u l l  t h e  cows o f f  t h e  t r a i l .  B u t ,  I mean, a t  t h a t  
i n s t a n c e  when t h e y  w e r e  f i r i n g ,  I c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t .  

Q They d i d n ' t  r e a c t  q u i c k l y ?  

A. They d i d n ' t  r e a c t  t h a t  q u i c k l y ,  no .  U n l e s s ,  
a t  a d i s t a n c e  - - you know, i t  t a k e s  a b u l l e t - - t h a t ' s  
f a s t e r  t h a n  sound .  When t h a t  g r enade  l a u n c h e r  went  o f f ,  
I b e l i e v e  t h e y  were s h o t  by t h e  t i m e  t h e  g r e n a d e  l a u n c h e r  
c o u l d  go  o f f .  

Q .  I b e l i e v e  nobody a s  y e t  h a s n ' t  men t ioned  t h e  
g r enade  l a u n c h e r  t o  u s ,  b u t  someone w a s  f i r i n g  an M-79 
t o o ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  M-16? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  t h e  s t o r y ,  y e s .  

Q - Well, t h e n  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  would have  been  w i t h  
t h e  squad .  My q u e s t i o n  i s  was t h i s  squad  w i t h  t h e  3d P l a t o o n ,  
p r o b a b l y  S e r g e a n t  SMAIL who was i n  c h a r g e ?  

A.  A Negro? 
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Q No. 

COL WILSON: T h e r e  were, as f a r  a s  I know, o n l y  two Negro 
squad  l e a d e r s ,  and  b o t h  o f  t h o s e  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  1st P l a t o o n .  
However, some o f  t h e  p h o t o s  t a k e n  were w i t h  t h e  3d P l ' a toon .  

MR WEST: I b e l i e v e  you t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  on y o u r  way back  
up f rom t h e  r o a d  t o  t h e  h a m l e t ,  t h a t  you d i d  o b s e r v e  two 
p e o p l e ,  one  w i t h  a machinegun f i r i n g  on  a g roup?  

A. I t  l o o k e d  t o  m e  l i k e  a machinegun and  as I r e -
c a l l ,  an  ammo b e a r e r  b e s i d e  a n  o l d - - a s  I g o t  a d i s t a n c e  away, 
t h a t ' s  wha t  i t  seemed t o  m e  t o  b e .  

Q Cou ld  you g i v e  u s  an  app rox ima te  t i m e  t h a t  you  
s a w  t h i s ?  

A. You ment ioned--okay,  maybe you c a n  ment ion--

Q • The d u s t o f f  t i m e  when CARTER w a s  d u s t e d - o f f  w a s  
1025 .  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  would be  ea r l i e r .  

Q. Way e a r l i e r ?  

A. Yes. D o  you have  any  i d e a  wha t  t i m e  I went  i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a t  t h i s  g e n e r a l  p o i n t ?  

10: P r e c i s e l y  a t  0900.  

A. Okay, t h i s  would h a v e  t o  have  happened  be tween  
t h a t  t i m e  and  t h e  t i m e  I s a w  t h i s .  

MR WEST: Could  you  e s t i m a t e  maybe 10 o r  15  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e ?  

A. Oh, . it w a s  on  t h e  way back .  So ,  anywhere be tween  
a 30 and  1 5  m i n u t e s .  

I C  : May I s u g g e s t  t o  M r .  HAEBERLE t h a t  t h e  d i s t a n c e  
f rom t h i s  r o a d  t h a t  r u n s  s o u t h - s o u t h e a s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o u t h -
w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o v e r  t o  t h e  r o a d  t h a t  r u n s  s o u t h  
f rom t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a p p a r e n t l y  it w a s  some th ing  
l i k e  150 t o  180 y a r d s ,  o n l y .  
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Now i f  you were l o o k i n g  f rom t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h i s  r o a d  t h a t  
r u n s  f rom t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a q e ,  e a s t w a r d ,  
would  t h a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g i v e  you  any  b e t t e r  i m p r e s s i o n  a s  
t o  where  t h o s e  p e o p l e  were when you  s a w  them b e i n g  mach ine -
gunned i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  n o r t h - s o u t h  r o a d  t h a t  r u n s '  s o u t h  
from t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  I t  d e p e n d s  where - - I  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n - - i f  I w a s  
o v e r  t h i s  way,  it c o u l d  h a v e  moved i t  o v e r  i n t o  h e r e  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g ) .  

I C :  Closer t o  t h a t  n o r t h - s o u t h  r o a d ?  

A.  R i g h t .  

I C  : And, p e r h a p s  o n  i t ?  

A.  I t  c o u l d  b e  on  i t ,  y e s ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e .  

I C :  I t  was y o u r  i m p r e s s i o n  u n t i l  you t h o u g h t  o f  t h i s  
i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  somewhere be tween  t h e s e  two r o a d s ,  
i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A.  Y e s .  

I C  : B u t ,  i f  t h e  d i s t a n c e  i s  a s  s h o r t  as i s  i n d i c a t e d ,  
t h e y  may h a v e  b e e n  o n  t h a t  n o r t h - s o u t h  r o a d ,  i s  t h a t  y o u r  
p r e s e n t  f e e l i n g ?  

Y e s .  

-2.
1 0 :  On t h i s  p h o t o  ( E x h i b i t  P - 4 5 )  which  i s  p e r h a p s  a 
l i t t l e  c l e a r e r ,  a l t h o u g h  t a k e n  l a t e r ,  you may h a v e  b e e n  o v e r - -
a b o u t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  which  i s  t h e  a r e a  you a r e  t a l k i n g  
a b o u t .  

A .  Okay. 

Q. Looking  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  on t h e  g r o u n d .  

A.  I was more b a c k  away from t h e  v i l l a g e  t h o u g h ,  and  
I w o u l d n ' t  - -

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  down t o  t h e  s o u t h .  
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IC: I n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  you were south:&f t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
had c l e a r  s i g h t  e a s t w a r d  p a s t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

10 :  T h a t  would have been t h e r e  where t h e  b o d i e s  were 
a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l .  Tha t  would have been  h e r e  ( i n t e r p o s i n g ) .  

A .  I f  I was o v e r  h e r e ,  t h i s  i s n ' t  i n  a &$rect l i n e  
w i t h  a l l  t h i s .  I was coming up h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  co rn -  
f i e l d  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e ,  o r  up on h e r e  someplace.  T h i s  i s  
t h e  a r e a  where t h e  80mm m o r t a r  was s e t  up i n  h e r e  some-
p l a c e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

I0: You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m o r t a r  was se t  up i n  t h i s  
a r e a  somewhere? 

A .  Y e s .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  where I t u r n e d  
i n  by t h a t  c o r n  f i e l d ,  b u t  I do  have a c l e a r  s h o t  t h a t  
way. 

I C  : Looking e a s t ,  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

I0 : T h i s  fur row has  t h e  appea rance  o f  j u s t  a n o t h e r  
r ice bank between t h e  p a d d i e s ,  l o o k i n g  a t  it from t h e  
f r o n t .  So,  I see what y o u ' r e  g e t t i n g  a t .  From what you 
i n d i c a t e d  h e r e  and your  p r e v i o u s  s e s s i o n ,  i t  would a p p e a r  
t o  	m e  t h a t  t h i s  g roup  and t h e  group  i n d i c a t e d  by your  
number 3 is  t h e  g roup  a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l ,  it c o u l d  have w e l l  
been one i n  t h e  same group .  

A .  Y e s .  T h a t ' s  what I s a i d  t o  t h e  C I D  f e l l o w ,  t h a t  
' 	 it c o u l d  be  on t h e  t r a i l .  For  a l l  I know, t h i s  i s n ' t  t h a t  

good. 

MR 	 WEST: T h i s  i s  h e l p f u l .  I t  d o e s  check o u t  what  you saw. 

10: T h a t  would have been  a b o u t  what t ime?  

MR 	 WEST: bout 0830 .  

I0: Oh, it was a l i t t l e  l a t e r  t h a n  t h a t .  Were you 
go ing  down o r  r e t u r n i n g ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I was r e t u r n i n g .  
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Q- There  would have been j u s t  a few minu tes  b e f o r e  
0900. 

A. I s a i d  30, 1 5  minu tes .  I c o u l d  be wrong. 

I C  : To make s u r e  t h i s  i s  c l e a r  i n  t h e  r e c o r d ,  may 
I see t h e  c o l o r  photograph  p l e a s e ?  

(Major ZYCHOWSKI handed t h e  I C  ~ x h i b i tP-41.) 

I C :  I ' m  handing  you photograph  E x h i b i t  P-41. Is t h a t  
t h e  group t h a t  was t a k e n  t h a t  we 've been s p e a k i n g  o f ,  t h a t  
was on t h e  no r th - sou th  r o a d ,  s o u t h  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  group o f  b o d i e s .  

I C :  Very w e l l .  

MR WEST: M r .  HAEBERLE, a s  you r e t u r n e d  from your  t r i p  
down t o  521 and approached  My L a i  (41 ,  d i d  you h e a r  f i r i n g  
i n  t h a t  hamle t  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A.  I c o u l d  h e a r  f i r i n g  when I g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r  and a l l  t h e  way down and when I came back up, I d i d  
h e a r  f i r i n g .  

Q When you a r r i v e d  back ,  s a y  where t h e  m o r t a r  was 
se t  up ,  was t h e r e  s t i l l  t h e  same volume o f  f i r e  i n  t h e  ham-
l e t  ? 

A. There  some p r e t t y  w i l d  f i r i n g  go ing  on .  

Q. Where w a s  t h e  f i r e  when it d i e d  down and s topped?  

A. T h a t  was when I w a s  a c t u a l l y  go ing  i n t o  t h e  v i l -
l a g e ,  when w e  made a walk t h r o u g h ,  and it s o r t  o f  d i e d  down. 

Q- When MEDINA moved o u t  and you went a l o n g ,  what was 
t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  f i r i n g  a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e y  w e r e  k i l l i n g  a n i m a l s ,  maybe o f f  i n  t h e  
d i s t a n c e .  
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Q .  U u t ,  t h e r e  was no g r e a t  volume o f  f i r i n g  a t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  such a s  t l ~ c r ehad  been  b e f o r e ?  

A .  I h e a r d  a c o u p l e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know what  t i m e .  I 
h e a r d  some l a r g e  volumes,  b u t  what t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  know.. I t  was 
j u s t  s p o r a d i c .  

Q .  But a t  t h i s  t i m e  when you s t a r t e d  t h r o u g h ,  it was 
j u s t  s p o r a d i c  f i r e ,  I t a k e  i t ?  

A. Yes ,  I remember t h e y  were k i l l i n g  t h e  p i g s  i n  t h e  
pen.  

Q M r .  ROBERTS t o l d  us  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I b e l i e v e  i t  
came a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  which you saw where t h e  g roup  o f  women 
and g i r l s  were s h o t  down o f  which you were a b o u t  t o  t a k e  a photo-
g raph  of  a wounded boy on t h e  t r a i l  and you w e r e  f o c u s i n g  t h e  
camera on t h e  c h i l d  and someone s h o t  him. Could you t e l l  u s  
a b o u t  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  p l e a s e ?  

A. A s m a l l  c h i l d  came wa lk ing  towards  m e  and h e  needed 
med ica l  a t t e n t i o n ,  and h e  was s h o t  t h rough  t h e  arm and s h o t  
t h rough  t h e  f o o t  a round  t h e  a n k l e .  And, h e  k e p t  w a l k i n g  t o -
wards  m e ,  and I k e p t  on f o c u s i n g ,  and I k e p t  b a c k i n g  up and 
Sack ing  up. T h i s  G I  k n e l t  down b e s i d e  m e .  I d i d n ' t  know it  
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b ecause  I k e p t  t a k i n g  t h e  camera and b a c k i n g  up. 
Three s h o t s  w e r e  f i r e d .  The f i r s t  s h o t  h i t  him i n  t h e  s tomach .  
The s econd  s h o t  l i f t e d  him up i n  t h e  a i r .  The t h i r d  s h o t  p u t  
him down. A s t r o b o s c o p i c  e f f e c t  one ,  two, three. .  And t h e  body 
f l u i d s  came o u t  o f  h i s  back .  

Q Do you have any i d e a  who t h a t  was? 

A .  H e  was--I c a n  remember t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  on h i s  f a c e .  
I t  was h a r d ,  no  emot ion .  I t  seemed l i k e  a s o u t h e r n  p e r s o n ,  
maybe young. 

Q. Do you know WIDMER? 

A .  No, I do n o t .  

Q WIDMER was one  o f  C a p t a i n  M E D I N A ' s  RTO'S, a l t h o u g h  
he  was n o t  c a r r y i n g  a r a d i o  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember a p e r s o n  h a v i n g  a r a d i o  on h i s  b a c k ,  
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b u t  I c a n ' t  s a y  f o r  s u r e .  The boy was a l i t t l e  o l d e r  t h a n  4 
y e a r s  o f  age.  

Q. Along abou t  t h e  t i m e  o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  d u s t o f f  
of CARTER, do  you remember h e a r i n g  o r d e r s  i s s u e d  by C.aptain  
MEDINA t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g ?  

A. Not s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  I h e a r d  some G I ' s  went  t h rough  
t h e r e  s a y i n g ,  "Hey, c u t  o u t  t h e  s h o o t i n g .  T h e r e ' s  t o o  many GI ' s  
a round  t h e  a r e a . "  So,  t h a t ' s  when t h i s  f e l l o w  p u l l s  o u t  h i s  
bayone t  and s t a r t s  s t a b b i n g  a cow, o r  l i t t l e  c a l f .  You know, 
j u s t  k e p t - - i n  t h e  s i d e s  and i n  t h e  f a c e .  

Q You mean i n s t e a d  o f  s h o o t i n g  t h e  cow h e  s t a r t e d  
s t a b b i n g  it w i t h  h i s  bayone t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Well, what  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a t ,  w e  have  e v i d e n c e  
t h a t  a l o n g  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  o f  CARTER'S d u s t o f f  o r  a l i t t l e  b i t  
a f t e r  t h i s ,  C a p t a i n  MEDINA r e c e i v e d  a c a l l  on one  o f  h i s  r ad -
i o s  i n s t r u c t i n g  him t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  T h i s  word was p a s s e d  
on t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s ,  and was p a s s e d  on t o  everybody .  I 
wanted t o  a sk  i f  you h e a r d  any o f  t h i s ,  i f  you w e r e  i n  t h e  v i c -
i n i t y  o f  C a p t a i n  MEDINA. 

A. I was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  t h i s .  

Q Do you remember how many r o l l s  o f  f i l m  you t o o k ,  
b l a c k  and w h i t e  f i l m ?  

A. I ' d  s a y  two o r  t h r e e .  Two o r  t h r e e .  

Q Did you have  two L e i c a s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  I d i d .  

Q Do you remember r e l o a d i n g ?  

A .  Y e s .  I c a n  remember r e l o a d i n g  t h e  camera.  I b e l i e v e  
t h e y  had t h r e e  L e i c a s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  

Q W e l l ,  I w o n ' t  a sk  you t h e  obv ious  q u e s t i o n ,  whe the r  
you r a n  o u t  a l l  t h e  f i l m  when you r e l o a d e d .  
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A.  Well, t o  r e l o a d  t h e  c a m e r a ,  you  would  r u n  o u t  a l l  
t h e  f i l m .  

Q You c a n ' t  remember t h e n  w h e t h e r  you u s e d  up two o r  
t h r e e  r o l l s ?  

A. No. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  r i g h t  now. 

Q Am I m i s t a k e n ,  it seems t o  m e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s t o r y  
i n  The N e w  York Times you were more p o s i t i v e  on t h a t  p o i n t .  

A .  No. I n e v e r  r e l e a s e d  a n y t h i n g  t o  The New York Times .  
Noth ing  went  o u t .  

Q W e l l ,  some o t h e r  k i n d  o f  m e d i a ,  t h e n ?  

A. You c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  e v e r y t h i n g  you  r e a d .  

Q Y o u ' r e  n o t  s u r e  t h e n  w h e t h e r  you t u r n e d  i n  t h r e e  
r o l l s  as o p p o s e d  t o  two r o l l s ?  

T h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Moving a h e a d  now t o  when you  w e r e  w i t h  B/4/3, M r .  
ROBERTS t o l d  u s  t h a t  you l e f t  a n d  went  b a c k  t o  l a n d i n g  zone 

. D o t t i e  o n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  which  a t  t h a t  t i m e  b r o u g h t  i n  C a p t a i n  
KOTOUC, t h e  S2 o f  Task F o r c e  B a r k e r ,  a n d  I w a n t e d  t o  b r i n g  
you b a c k  t o  t h a t  p o i n t  t o  see i f  you  reca l l  t h a t ?  

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  b u t  I c a n ' t .  

Q M r .  ROBERTS t e s t i m o n y - - 1 ' 1 1  f i n d  it h e r e  i n  a moment--
s a i d :  

" I  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  g e t  m e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b a c k  
t o  l a n d i n g  zone D o t t i e ,  a n d  when t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
l a n d e d ,  C a p t a i n  KOTOUC g o t  o f f  o f  i t .  I w a s  r e a l l y  
s u r p r i s e d .  I l o o k e d  a t  HAEBERLE, a n d  s a i d ,  ' I s n ' t  
t h a t  C a p t a i n  KOTOUC?' h e  s a i d ,  'Yes." '  

Then ROBERTS w e n t  on t o  s a y :  

" I  d i d n ' t  e v e n  know h e  w a s  i n  Vie tnam."  

A.  C a p t a i n  KOTOUC? No, I d o n ' t  e v e n  know C a p t a i n  
KOTOUC. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  C a p t a i n  KOTOUC. 
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I C :  May I a s k  how t o  s p e l l  t h e  name? 

MR WEST: K-0-T-0-U-C. H e  pronounces--Captain  KOTOUC pro-
nounces it t h a t  way. 

A. No, I ' m  s o r r y ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  C a p t a i n  KOTOUC. 
I n e v e r  knew C a p t a i n  KOTOUC. 

I 0  : M r .  MACCRATE? 

A. Do you have  a photograph  o f  C a p t a i n  KOTOUC? 

I 0  : A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  we do .  

A. Could I see t h e  pho tog raph ,  p l e a s e ?  

MR WEST: Y e s ,  w e ' l l  g e t  it f o r  you i n  a minu te .  

MR MACCRATE: I ' m  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d ,  M r .  HAEBERLE, i n  what  you 
s a y  a b o u t  you r  f e e l i n g  t h e r e  were more pho tos  t h a n  w e  found .  
The t h i n g  w e  want t o  be  s u r e  o f  i s  t h a t  w e  have  a l l  t h e  photo-
g r a p h s .  Now I would l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  P-43, which i s  
frame 1 t h r o u g h  27 o f  1 r o l l  and E x h i b i t  P-70, which a r e  
f rames  25 t o  36. 

A.  Frames 25 t o  36 and 1 t o  27? 

Q Of a s econd  r o l l .  And, you w i l l  see t h a t  i s  a t o t a l  
o f  39 pho tog raphs .  You have  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  pho tog raphs  LO 
were t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  same p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  i n  p a r t .  And t h e r e - 0 
f o r e  I t h i n k  it i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  assume t h a t  t h e  f i l m  t a k e n ,  a' 

E x h i b i t  P-70, was t a k e n  w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t  camera from t h e  f i l m  
t a k e n  w i t h  E x h i b i t  P-43. T! 

d 

(The w i t n e s s  rev iewed E x h i b i t  P-43 and E x h i b i t  P-70 . )  

( M r .  WEST l e f t  t h e  h e a r i n g  room.) 

A. L e t ' s  see. I ' m  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  b u t  b e f o r e  I went i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I s h o t  t h e s e  s h o t s .  

Q B u t ,  i f  you had  two cameras ,  and you were t a k i n g  
them s i m u l t a n o u s l y  on t h e  two cameras ,  it would a p p e a r  t h e r e  
a r e  some you t o o k  on  P-70, t h e n  you p i c k e d  up t h e  camera and 
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took  some on  P - 4 3 ,  t h e n  you went  back t o  t h e  f i r s t  c amera ,  
t l ien on t o  t h e  s e c o n d  camera .  

A .  H e r e ,  I ' m  s t i l l  on t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  A s  
you s a y ,  I went  back  t o  t h e  o t h e r  camera .  Now, when -1 f i n i s h  
a r o l l  o f  f i l m ,  I r e l o a d .  

I C  : L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  h e  I s  p o i n t i n g  t h e r e ,  as 
he  s a i d  t h a t ,  t o  f rame 35a on  E x h i b i t  P-70, wh ich  i s  t h e  l a s t  
one on  t h a t .  

A .  Now, t h e r e  i s  a f i n i s h e d  r o l l  o f  f i l m .  Now, t h e r e ' s  
a c a u s e  t o  r e l o a d  t h e  camera .  

MR MACCRATE: So ,  t h a t  a f t e r  t a k i n g  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h e  i n t e r -  
r o g a t i o n  o f  t h e  man w i t h  t h e  two c h i l d r e n ,  you would  have  re-
l o a d e d  t h e  camera  i n  which t h a t  f i l m  was h e l d .  Would t h a t  b e  
y o u r  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. T h a t  c o u l d  b e .  I ' m  s t i l l  n o t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  y e t ,  
h e r e .  W e l l ,  h e r e  I am h e r e ,  b u t  I ' m  s t i l l  i n  t h a t  same a r e a ,  
t h a t  c o r n f i e l d .  T h i s  i s  n e a r  t h e  c o r n f i e l d .  

Q. Now, c a n  you s t a t e  w h e t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  f r ames  i n  Ex- 
h i b i t  P-43, f r a m e s  1 t o  5 ,  f o r  example ,  were t a k e n  b e f o r e  o r  
I s h o u l d  s a y ,  w e r e  t h e y  a l l  t a k e n  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  f rame on  Ex- 
h i b i t  P-70? 

A. I w o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  want  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  u n l e s s  I have  
a chance  t o  s i t  down and  f i g u r e  it o u t .  

(The w i t n e s s  o r i e n t e d  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  s e q u e n c e s  on  
E x h i b i t  P-43 and  E x h i b i t  P-70.)  

A. What i t  c o u l d  be  i s  I c o u l d  h a v e  gone ,  o n e ,  two ,  
t h r e e ,  f o u r ,  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  f i v e ,  and  came back--

Q.  ( I n t e r p o s i n ' g )  W e l l ,  s o  w e  are c lear  t h a t  you c o u l d  have  
gone f rame 31,  32 ,  33,  34,  on E x h i b i t  P-70,  and  t h e n  gone a-
c r o s s  and  s t a r t e d  w i t h  number 1 on E x h i b i t  P-43. 

A. Then gone  e i t h e r  s h o o t i n g  t h i s  n e x t  o r  t h i s  n e x t  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g )--
Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  E i t h e r  s h o o t i n g  35 and  36 on ~ x h i b i tP-70, 
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A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Two, t h r e e ,  and f o u r .  

Q Two, t h r e e ,  and  f o u r  on E x h i b i t  P-43. 

A.  Y e s .  

Q So ,  t h a t  you a r e  u n a b l e  t o  s a y  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  whe the r  
you took  t h e  r o l l  o f  f i l m  r e f l e c t e d - - o r  t h a t  p a r t  o f  a r o l l  o f  
f i l m  r e f l e c t e d  i n  E x h i b i t  P-43 on t h e  same o r  on a d i f f e r e n t  
camera from t h a t  which you used f o r  E x h i b i t  P-70. A r e  you i n -
c l i n e d  t o  one r e c o l l e c t i o n  o r  a n o t h e r ?  

A. I am i n c l i n e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  when I was s h o o t i n g  h e r e ,  
t h a t  I s w i t c h e d  t o  a s h o t  w i t h  my o t h e r  camera ,  t h e n  went  back 
t o  t h e  o t h e r  camera ,  o r  c o n t i n u e d  on w i t h  t h i s  one .  

Q So ,  you would s a y  t h a t  E x h i b i t  P-70 r e f l e c t s  p h o t o s  
t a k e n  on one camera and E x h i b i t  P-43 on a s econd  camera? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Now, do  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  any s p e c i f i c  
e p i s o d e s ,  o r  e v e n t s ,  o r  p e o p l e  t h a t  you pho tog raphed  t h a t  day a3

c' ; 
t h a t  you do n o t  f i n d  on  t h e  two e x h i b i t s  t h a t  a r e  b e f o r e  you ,  A. 
E x h i b i t  P-70 and  E x h i b i t  P-43? 

W e l l ,  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  i n  t h a t  c o r n f i e l d ,  t h a t  Cap- V b .A. 
t a i n  MEDINA was a round  t h a t  a r e a  a l s o .  I f  I remember r i g h t ,  ri 

somehow i t  seems t h a t  I t ook  a few more p i c t u r e s  o f  him i n  t h a t  
a r e a .  B u t ,  I ' m  s u r e  n o t  s u r e .  

Q - I n  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  c o r n f i e l d  which shows i n  frames--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Two, t h r e e ,  and f o u r .  

Q Two, t h r e e  and f o u r  o f  E x h i b i t  P-43. 

A. And, t h e n  o u t  a round  t h e s e  p e o p l e  h e r e ,  b u t  I ' m  no t - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And, t h e n  a l s o  o u t  a round  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  
t h e  o l d  man and t h e  two young c h i l d r e n  on E x h i b i t  P-70? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n .  You see,  h e r e  you 've  
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g o t  a p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  c a p t a i n .  

Q A r e  t h e r e  any o t h e r  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  you would have 
t h o u g h t  you would have  t a k e n  and o f  which you have  n o t  s e e n  
c o p i e s  h e r e ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I j u s t  k e p t  on s h o o t i n g  w i t h  t h e  
camera .  'I'here c o u l d  have  been .  There  may have  b e e n ,  t h e r e  
may n o t  have  b e e n .  I ' l l  g o  two ways on i t .  

Q W e  are l e a v i n g  no  s t o n e  u n t u r n e d  and w e  c e r t a i n l y
have found n o t h i n g  more t h a n  w e  have  h e r e  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  I f  
t h e r e  i s  any l i n e  o f  pho tographs- -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes,  s i r ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a q u e s t i o n  i n  my 
mind,  b u t  I c a n n o t  s a y  e i t h e r  way. 

Q The 1 7  c o l o r  pho tog raphs  t h a t  w e  have  h e r e ,  y o u ' r e  
g o i n g  t o ,  a f t e r  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  t r y  t o  p u t  i n  o r d e r  f o r  us  i n  
acco rdance  w i t h  t h e  numbers r e f l e c t e d  on t h e  n e g a t i v e s .  

A. I t h o u g h t  w e  were  g o i n g  t o  w a i t  on t h a t  u n t i l  I 
r e c e i v e d  t h e  c o r r e c t  o r d e r  on t h a t  f rom L i f e .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  what  w e  would l i k e  you t o  d o . .  Not 
t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  I r e a l i z e  t h a t  c a n ' t  b e  done  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  
b u t  a f t e r  t o d a y ' s  s e s s i o n .  B u t ,  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  1 7  p h o t o g r a p h s  
t h e r e .  My q u e s t i o n  i s ,  d i d  you i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  o p e r a -
t i o n  on 16 March t a k e  any o t h e r  c o l o r  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  1 7  t h a t  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  t h e r e ?  

A. I j u s t  made t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  be .  I t  
c o u l d  b e .  

Q W e l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g e t  c l o s e r  t o  f a c t .  

A. Some o f  my luggage  i s  s t i l l  o v e r  i n  H a w a i i  y e t .  I 
went back t h e r e  t o  l i v e  f o r  a few months and  I took  a l l  my be-
l o n g i n g s  w i t h  m e .  Whether t h e s e  s l i d e s  are i n  my t r u n k  back 
home, o r  my o t h e r  two f o o t l o c k e r s  i n  H a w a i i ,  I d o n ' t  know. Bu t ,  
I have a whole  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s l i d e s .  

Q .  W e l l ,  M r .  HAEBERLE, w e  are g o i n g  t o  t h e  bo t t om o f  
t h i s  and making e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  make c e r t a i n  w e  f i n d  a l l  t h a t  
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t h e r e  i s  t o  be  found  o u t  a b o u t  t h i s  e v e n t .  And, i f  you have 
any o t h e r  photograph  t h a t  you have n o t ,  t o  t h i s  t i m e ,  p roduced ,  
w e  i n d e e d  want t o  see them s o  t h a t  w e  a r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  w e  
l e a v e  no s t o n e  un tu rned .  Now, how can  w e  a s s i s t  you i n  making 
c e r t a i n  t h a t  you have  e x p l o r e d  a l l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ?  

A. I ' 11 c o o p e r a t e  i n  everyway , I '  11 check back home i n  
my f o o t l o c k e r  and see i f  t h e r e  a r e  any s l i d e s  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  p e r -
t a i n  t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  But ,  i f  n o t ,  t h e y ' l l  be  i n  my p e r s o n a l  
b e l o n g i n g s  i n  Hawai i ,  o r  I b e l i e v e  t h e y  would b e .  

Q Wel l ,  w e  a r e  a n x i o u s  t h a t  i t  n o t  be  s a i d - - a s  w e l l  
a s  o u r  d e s i r e  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  bo t tom o f  t h i s - - t h a t  w e  have  l e f t  
someth ing  t h a t  i s  o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  u s .  

A. W e l l ,  I ' l l  c o o p e r a t e  i n  everyway p o s s i b l e .  I gave 
t h e s e  s l i d e s  t o  t h e  C I D .  

I C  : May I speak  w i t h  M r .  HAEBERLE a minute?  

MR MACCRATE: Y e s .  

(The w i t n e s s  and h i s  c o u n s e l  c o n f e r r e d . )  

A. I f  I d o n ' t  have  t h e s e  s l i d e s  a t  home, I f i g u r e  t h e y  
a r e  i n  Hawai i .  They may n o t  b e  now, maybe n o t h i n g  t h e r e ,  I ' m  
j u s t  assuming.  Would you s e n d  m e  back t o  Hawaii  t o  check t h a t  
o u t ?  C3 

FV) 
I0: Befo re  w e  make a commitment on t h a t ,  ' I ' l l  have t o  + -
r e s e r v e  f o r  t h e  moment, would it be p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o  have 
t h o s e  f o o t  l o c k e r s  p i c k e d  up and flown t o  you? we; 

r-4 
A. My d i s t r u s t - - n o .  

Q You c o u l d  have them s e a l e d  any way you want .  

A. I ' m ' s t i l l - - I ' m  s o r r y ,  b u t  I s t i l l  d o n ' t  t r u s t  t h e  
Army. 

Q What a b o u t  h a v i n g  them turned--you a r r a n g i n g  t o  have  
them t u r n e d  i n  t o  a commercial  s h i p p e r  t o  be  s h i p p e d  by a i r  
from Hawaii t o  your  home l o c a t i o n ,  o r  t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. No, t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  be s h i p p e d  t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  
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Q - Well, I s a y ,  wherever  you want them s h i p p e d  t o .  

A. No, I was p l a n n i n g  t o  go back t o  Hawaii  myself  and 
p i c k  t h e s e  up,  someday. L e t  m e  check a t  my home f i r s t ,  t h e y  
cou ld  be packed i n  t h e  f o o t  l o c k e r  back home. B u t ,  I . ' l l  check 
t h a t  o u t .  

Q Well, by t h e  t i m e  w e  g e t  back t o g e t h e r  a g a i n ,  I ' l l  
g i v e  you a r e s p o n s e  on t h i s  o t h e r .  

A.  Very good. 

Q. I would p r e f e r  however,  i n s t e a d  o f  s e n d i n g  you t o  
Hawai i ,  we make a r r angemen t s  t h r o u g h  any a g e n t  t h a t  you w a n t ,  
t o  have them f lown from Hawaii t o  you r  p o i n t  o f  r e s i d e n c e .  

A.  I ' d  l i k e  t o  do  i t  t h e  o t h e r  way a round .  T h a t ' s  my 
f e e l i n g .  One o t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  G e n e r a l ,  a r e  you g o i n g  t o  g i v e  m e  
a copy o f  t h e s e  c o l o r  pho tog raphs  t o  t a k e  w i t h  m e ,  f o r  when 
L i f e  c a l l s  m e  on Monday a t  1400 ,  s o  I can  make r e f e r e n c e  t o  what  
t h e y ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ?  

Q No. 

A. Then t h e r e ' s  no way t h a t  I can  h e l p  you i n  g i v i n g  
them an o r d e r  by i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  number. 

Q. A r e  you go ing  t o  be  h e r e ?  

A.  No, I ' m  n o t .  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  be  i n  ~ 1 e ; e l a n d .  

Q Then,  w e '  11 s e n d  somebody t o  C l e v e l a n d  w i t h  them. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  Because I would have  t o  g e t  my 
s l i d e s  t o g e t h e r .  I do have d u p l i c a t e s  o f  e v e r y t h i n g .  I can 
g e t  a s  many c o l o r  pho tog raphs  a s  I want  from L i f e .  

MR MACCRATE: M r .  HAEBERLE, you ,  a t  t h e  P I 0  shop  a t  Duc Pho, 
a r e  s i t u a t e d  n e x t  t o  t h e  c h a p l a i n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a r e n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q Did you i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e  
you l e f t  Duc Pho,  have any c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  c h a p l a i n  t h a t  you 
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r e c a l l ,  o r  was he a round  your  shop  a t  any t i m e  t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n s  
o f  t h i s  s o r t ,  t h a t  you have  d e s c r i b e d ,  were t a k i n g  p l a c e ?  

A. No, t h e  c h a p l a i n  i s  an o f f i c e r ,  and h e  made o u t  t h a t  
he d i d n ' t  c a r e  f o r  o u r  P I 0  shop  t h a t  much, b e c a u s e  we' u sed  t o  
p l a y  b a s e b a l l  o u t  t h e r e  and h e  p l a n t e d  a c o u p l e  b u s h e s  and I 
happened t o  knock i n t o  it and knock i t  o v e r .  Eve r  s i n c e  t h e n ,  
we d i d n ' t  p l a y  b a s e b a l l  by h i s  bush .  I n e v e r  d i d  see him o v e r  
t h e r e  t h a t  much. 

Q W e l l ,  i s  t h a t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  my r e a s o n  f o r  s a y i n g  h e  d i d n ' t  come 
o v e r  t o  o u r  o f f i c e .  Bu t ,  I had  no comments w i t h  him wha t soeve r .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a man by t h e  name o f  FORD i n  t h e  P I 0  shop? 

A. S p e c i a l i s t  F ive  FORD? 

Q. Yes. 

A. F i r s t  name--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you know h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A. James? 

Q James FORD? 

A. T h a t  might  be  it. I know a S p e c i a l i s t  F i v e  FORD. Y'.  

d 
Q. Have you any knowledge o f  h i s  whe reabou t s  t oday?  

A.  H e  was i n  t h e  Army f o r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  4 y e a r s .  I d o n ' t  
know. H e ' s  supposed  t o  b e  i n  t h e  Army y e t .  

I0 : Was.he an 10 t y p e ?  

A. H e  was a c l e r k  t y p i s t .  Because o f  h i s  e a r s ,  h e  had 
t o  have t h a t  job .  H e  c o u l d n ' t  go o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

MR MACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e  i n  you r  t e s t i m o n y  an awareness  t h a t  
t h e r e  was some t y p e  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conduc ted .  When d i d  you 
f i r s t  l e a r n  t h a t  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was b e i n g  conduc ted?  
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A .  When t h e  C I D  approached  m e .  

Q You h e a r d  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  when you were a t  Duc 
Pho? O r ,  b e f o r e  you l e f t  Duc Pho? 

A. No, n o t h i n g  a t  a l l .  There  was a phone c a l l  F r i d a y  
hy some--I b e l i e v e  it was a m a j o r ,  who g o t  h o l d  o f  my m o t h e r ,  
who f i n a l l y  gave him my a d d r e s s  t o  g e t  h o l d  o f  m e ,  h e  s a i d  
some p e o p l e  from t h e  C I D  from Washinqton would be  i n  t o  see 
me on Monday. And, I a sked  him what i t  was a b o u t .  He t o l d  
m e ,  " I  c a n ' t  t e l l  you ,  I d o n ' t  know." 

Q T h i s  was i n  1969? 

A.  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q Now, g o i n g  back t o  Duc Pho, w i l l  you b e  a l i t t l e  
more p r e c i s e  i n  y o u r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t o  when you l e f t  Duc 
Pho? On t h e  1 6 t h ?  

A. No, I c a n n o t .  I know when I was s e p a r a t e d  from 
t h e  s e r v i c e .  I b e l i e v e  i t  was March 2 7 t h ,  which s h o u l d  b e  on 
t h e  r e c o r d s .  B u t ,  when I l e f t ,  I c a n n o t .  

Q. You have  n o  r e c o l l e c t i o n  w h e t h e r  you w e r e  a t  Duc 
Pho f o r  one  n i g h t ,  two n i g h t s ,  t h r e e  n i g h t s ?  

A .  I know I was t h e r e ,  a s  f a r  a s  I can  r e c o l l e c t ,  f o r  
two n i g h t s .  A f a r e w e l l  p a r t y .  I can  remember t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q. You h a d  a f a r e w e l l  p a r t y  a t  Duc Pho? Do you re rnem-
L e r  who a t t e n d e d  t h a t  f a r e w e l l  p a r t y ?  

A.  About eve ryone  i n  t h e  P I 0  o f f i c e ,  and a few f r i e n d s  
o f  mine.  

Q We l l ,  who were  some o f  you r  f r i e n d s  a round  Duc Pho? 

A. Duc Pho? Oh, a l l  t h e  PIO. Bob SHORT, Michae l  LIND-
W I C H ,  J a y  ROBERTS, Dean HOLSON, o r  some th ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  S e r g e a n t  
STONICH was t h e r e ,  L i e u t e n a n t  D U N N ,  L i e u t e n a n t  REHM. 

10: L i e u t e n a n t  REHM, R-E-H-M? 
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A .  RElIM. Maybe I shou ld- -no ,  I t h i n k ,  REHM, I ' m  n o t  
s u r e ,  I b e l i e v e  h e  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a d i f f e r e n t  u n i t .  I c a n ' t  
remember i f  i t  was b e f o r e  t h a t ,  o r  a f t e r .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  I t h i n k  
he was t r a n s f e r r e d  b e f o r e .  

Q How a b o u t  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  commandant who was--I un-
d e r s t a n d  was q u i t e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  I0 s e c t i o n ?  

Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was it GORE? 

A .  GORE? T h a t ' s  L i e u t e n a n t  GORE. 

Q L i e u t e n a n t  GORE. 

A.. L i e u t e n a n t  GORE, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  w a s  t h e r e .  I know 
t h e  Korean t a i l o r  was t h e r e ,  S e r g e a n t  STANSEL I t h i n k  h e  was 
t h e r e ,  and  t h a t ' s  a b o u t  a l l  I c a n  s a y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  m a t t e r .  
T h a t ' s  a b o u t  a l l  I c a n  reca l l .  

Q Now, you s u g g e s t e d  a v e r y  s e r i o u s  c h a r g e  i n  y o u r
t e s t i m o n y  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r ,  and  I t h i n k  i t  behooves  you e i t h e r  
t o  be  v e r y  s p e c i f i c  a b o u t  i t ,  o r  t o  make c l e a r  t h a t  you have  
n o t h i n g  s p e c i f i c  on  y o u r  mind. B u t ,  you i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you 
had i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  o t h e r  a t r o c i t i e s .  And, you  j u s t  t o o k  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t  a s  a m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e .  Now, t h a t ' s  a t e r -
r i b l y  s e r i o u s  a c c u s a t i o n .  

A. I n  my mind m a i n l y  t h r o u g h  g o s s i p  o f  GI ' s .  I t ' s  a l l  
h e a r s a y ,  h e a r s a y ,  h e a r s a y .  What c an  you r e a l l y  b e l i e v e ?  Is 
it t r u e ,  o r  are t h e y  making up a b i g  s t o r y ?  I f  t h e y  b r o u g h t  
me p h o t o g r a p h s  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  and s a y ,  "Hey, l o o k  a t  h e r e .  Look 
a t  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  ." T h a t ' s  f a c t .  Hearsay  i s  n o t  f a c t .  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  what  I ' m  d r i v i n g  a t .  Do you have  any 
s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e  o f  any s o r t ,  a t  any t i m e ,  and any p l a c e  t h a t  
you can  t e l l  u s  a b o u t  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  o r  i s  it j u s t  a k i n d  
o f  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  t h a t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I have  n o  s p e c i f i c  f a c t ,  d a t e ,  t i m e ,  p l a c e - -
h e a r s a y .  

Q Do you have  any p e r s o n  who s a i d  s u c h  a  t h i n g  t o  y o u ,  
t h e  name o f  t h e  p e r s o n ?  
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A .  No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Now, one t h i n g  w e ' r e  conce rned  w i t h  h e r e  i s  what 
c o r r e c t i v e  s t e p s  may be needed w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  p r o c e d u r e s .  And, 
you have d e s c r i b e d  two a s p e c t s  o f  you r  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and i n -
s t r u c t i o n .  And, a s  I u n d e r s t a n d ,  you were  s a y i n g  g e n e r a l l y  
t h a t  you had no i n s t r u c t i o n  b e f o r e  you p roceeded  t o  Vietnam 
from Hawaii .  

A .  With r e s p e c t  t o  photography?  

0 No. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  r u l e s  t h a t  s h o u l d  g u i d e  
you i n  t h e  conduc t  o f  you r  work i n  t h e  P I 0  b r a n c h .  

A. No. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t ,  because  I j u s t  more o r  less 
j u s t  u sed  t o  f i n a g l e  my way o u t  o f  t h i n g s  by t a k i n g  pho tog raphs .  
I ' d  do i t  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  i t  was my job ,  t o  
s t a y  o u t  t a k i n g  p h o t o g r a p h s .  

Q W e l l ,  when you were i n  Hawai i ,  you must  have  g o t t e n  
t o  know some members o f  t h e  b r i g a d e .  

A.  Oh, y e s .  

Q Did you g e t  t o  know any of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  companies?  

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  Be fo re  I d i d ,  b u t  t h e r e  was an i n -
f l u x  o f  t r o o p s  t o  b u i l d  up t h e  b r i g a d e  b e f o r e  w e  l e f t ,  and I 
r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  g e t  a chance t o  know them. I a l s o  had a mon th ' s  
l e a v e ,  i n ,  I b e l i e v e  it was September  when t h e  n e w  t r o o p s  w e r e  
coming i n .  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  g e t  a chance t o  know them. 

I C :  I u n d e r s t a n d  you r  t e s t i m o n y  t o  be  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  was a v a i l a b l e ,  you found ways t o  a v o i d  i t ?  Is t h a t  
what i t  comes down t o ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  were c e r t a i n  d u t i e s  t h a t  had t o  b e  p e r -
formed i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  my job a s  a p h o t o g r a p h e r .  The way I 
avoided  some o f  t h e s e  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  was t o  s a y  t h a t  I ' l l  
t a k e  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h i s .  T h i s  was p a r t  o f  my job--of, t r a i n i n g  
s e s s i o n s - - i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  t h a t  was g o i n g  on.  

MR MACCRATE: I t h i n k  you s a i d ,  i n  answer  t o  you r  c o u n s e l ' s  
q u e s t i o n  i s  t h a t  you were i n s t r u c t e d  a s  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  you r  
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p h o t o g r a p h i c  work. By whom were you i n s t r u c t e d ?  

A .  Throughout--from t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a s  I was t o l d  a l l  
t h e  way a l o n g ,  i s  what we wan t ,  and i t ' s  been s a i d  o v e r  and 
o v e r  a g a i n .  

Q W e l l ,  c o u l d  you be  s p e c i f i c  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  the - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Hometown news r e l e a s e s  f o r  American 
G I ' s .  

Q. N O ,  s p e c i f i c  a s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  g i v i n g  you t h e  i n -
s t r u c t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  t ime  and p l a c e .  

A .  Time and p l a c e ,  no.  The p e o p l e  would be  from o u r  
o f f i c e .  

Q W e l l ,  c an  you i d e n t i f y  t h o s e  p e o p l e ,  p l e a s e ?  

A. W e l l ,  it would be S e r g e a n t  STONICH, L i e u t e n a n t  
MOODY, L i e u t e n a n t  R E I D ,  i f  t h e y  want a hometown news r e l e a s e ;  
t h a t ' s  main ly  what w e  were r e p o r t i n g  o n ,  newsworthy e v e n t s .  

Q. And, d i d  you g e t  any w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a t  any 
t i m e  a s  t o  t h e  pho tog raphs  you were supposed  t o  t a k e ,  o r  were 
a l l  o f  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r a l ?  

A. No. Most a l l  o f  t h e s e  were a l l  o r a l .  W e  had an 
a s s ignmen t  c h a r t  up w i t h  o u r  name and what e v e n t  w e  w e r e  t o  CO 

C7.l go t o .  
*'I-

Q - B u t ,  you r e c e i v e d  no  g e n e r a l  w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
a t  a l l  t o  g u i d e  you w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  you r  p h o t o g r a p h i c  work? r-

r4 

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I can  r e c a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: M r .  HAEBERLE, I show you a pho tog raph  t h a t  h a s  
been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  P-52 .  You can  see a 
man h o l d i n g  a name p l a q u e  on h i s  c h e s t  t h a t  s a y s  C a p t a i n  
KOTOUC. Do you r e c o g n i z e  him? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  r e c o g n i z e  him. 

Q. L e t  m e  d i r e c t  your  a t t e n t i o n  a g a i n  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
which you saw a l i t t l e  boy s h o t ,  I b e l i e v e  you s a i d ,  3 t i m e s .  
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A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q Did you look  a t  t h e  man who s h o t  him? 

A.  I l ooked  a t  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  on h i s  f a c e ,  y e s ,  s i r .  
I s o r t  o f  remember a l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  him, b u t  v e r y  f a i n t l y .  

Q .  I show you photograph  E x h i b i t  P-9 on you r  b l a c k  
and w h i t e .  I d i r e c t  you r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s o l d i e r  on t h e  
r i g h t  a s  you look  a t  him. Does h e  look  f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A .  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s a y .  NOW,  i t  c o u l d ,  b u t  it c o u l d n ' t .  
He had a s t r a i g h t  s e r i o u s  f a c e .  I t  c o u l d  l ook  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
b i t  l i k e  him. I j u s t  remember s e e i n g  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  head .  I t  
was l i g h t ,  b u t  r e a l l y  n o t  t h a t  l o n g .  

MR WEST: Thank you. 

10 :  M r .  WALSH? 

MR WALSH: M r .  HAEBERLE, who deve loped  you r  b l a c k  and w h i t e  
f i l m  when you g o t  back? 

I d i d n ' t .  

Q You d i d n ' t ?  

A .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I d i d n ' t  d e v e l o p  t h a t .  

Q Do you have a man t h a t  d e v e l o p s  f i l m  t h e r e ?  

A.  CONEX c o n t a i n e r .  

Q Pardon? 

A.  CONEX c o n t a i n e r .  

Q Could you e x p l a i n  what  t h a t  i s ?  

A. CONEX c o n t a i n e r  i s  a b i g  Army s t ee l  s q u a r e  t h i n g  
t h a t ' s  u sed  t o  s t o r e  t h i n g s ,  t h a t  h a s  two open swing ing  d o o r s  
on i t .  I t ' s  u s e d  f o r  s h i p p i n g ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s h i p p i n g .  Heavy 
s t e e l .  

Q .  Did you no rma l ly  d e v e l o p  you r  photography?  
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A .  N O ,  not- -somet imes I d i d .  More o r  less i n  t h e  be-
g i n n i n g  I d i d  do i t .  I c o u l d  g e t  down t h e  t i m e  and temper-
a t u r e  and t h a t ,  a s  a r e g u l a r .  Then I t u r n e d  i t  o v e r  t o  t h e  
r e g u l a r  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  who would d o  i t .  

Q .  Anybody p a r t i c u l a r ?  

A. No one  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  no.  Usua l ly  B e r n i e  GMITER 
d i d  most o f  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g .  

Q. Did you t u r n  t h e  f i l m  o v e r  t o  him? T h a t  i s ,  t h e  
b l a c k  and w h i t e ?  

A.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  who I t u r n e d  i t  o v e r  t o .  ~ o m e b o d y ' i n  
t h e  o f f i c e  I t u r n e d  it o v e r  t o .  

Q Do you have  any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s e e i n g  t h e  b l a c k  
and w h i t e  pho tog raphs  b e f o r e  you l e f t ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q .  Where w e r e  t h e  c o l o r  pho tog raphs  deve loped?  

A.  They were deve loped  a t  4176 Western 2 9 t h ,  Cleve-
l a n d ,  Ohio,  p r o c e s s e d  by m y s e l f .  

Q You deve loped  them y o u r s e l f ?  

A.  C o r r e c t .  

Q .  Do you have  any r e c o r d  i n d i c a t i n g  how many photo- C? 

g r a p h s  were deve loped  o u t  o f  t h i s  bunch? A c h a r g e  s l i p ,  o r  GF, 
-1.a n y t h i n g  t o  i n d i c a t e ?  

A .  There  i s  no c h a r g e  s l i p .  I deve loped  them m y s e l f .  C" : 

I buy t h e  c h e m i c a l s  and p r o c e s s  them m y s e l f ,  and t h e s e  were d 
a l l  f i l m s  from December 6 ,  t h r o u g h o u t  my t o u r  i n  Vietnam. 

MR WALSH: I have no  q u e s t i o n s  o f  M r .  HAEBERLE, s i r .  

10: COL WILSON? 

COL W1LSON:You s a i d  you p r e s e n t e d  t h e s e  pho tog raphs  t o ,  a s  I 
remember, c i v i c  c l u b s  i n  t h e  C l e v e l a n d  a r e a ?  
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A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q Did you show t h e  pho tog raphs  which a r e  t h e  c o l o r  
pho tog raphs?  

A .  C o r r e c t .  

Q What d i d  you s a y  when you p r e s e n t e d  t h e s e  photo-
g r a p h s ?  

A.  I d e s c r i b e d  what I saw t h a t  happened.  

Q I f  you gave a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  what  happened t o  a 
c i v i c  club--how many c i v i c  c l u b s  d i d  you p r e s e n t  t h i s  t o ?  

A. W e l l ,  I s t a r t e d  o u t  w i t h  t h e  C l e v e l a n d  Optomis t  
C lub ,  and I j u s t  s t a r t e d  t o  work a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and--wait  u n t i l  
t h e y  f i n i s h e d  o v e r  t h e r e .  

(The I0 and MR MACCRATE c o n f e r r e d .  ) 

A. D i f f e r e n t  c i v i c  c l u b s ,  w e l l ,  t h e  J . C .  ' s ,  Kiwanis 
C lubs ,  one h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  Ohio ,  a church  
g roup ,  you th  g roup .  

Q W e l l ,  l e t  me ask  you t h i s ,  what  i s  t h e  t o t a l  number 
o f  p e o p l e  d o  you t h i n k  t h a t  you p r e s e n t e d  t h i s  t o ?  

A. Anywhere from 600 t o  1 , 0 0 0 .  

Q I f  you p r e s e n t e d  t h e s e  from a s t a n d p o i n t  o f  
p o s s i b l y  Americans k i l l i n g  p e o p l e  l i k e  t h i s ,  and you p r e s e n t e d  
it t o  700 t o  1 ,000  s u b s t a n t i a l  c i t i z e n s  o f  C l e v e l a n d ,  I wonder 
why somebody d i d n ' t  s a y  someth ing  abou t  t h a t ?  

A.  Okay. Around t h e  same t i m e ,  you know, t h e  T e t  
o f f e n s i v e ,  I ment ioned  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I h e a r d  t h a t  
had happened. What happened a t  Hue, and I l e t  t h e  p e o p l e  
come up w i t h  t h e i r  own c o n c l u s i o n s .  I d i d n ' t  go  and  s a y ,  
you know, " T h i s  was wrong." I j u s t  l e t  them come up w i t h  
t h e i r  own c o n c l u s i o n  of  i t .  Because a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  I was 
a l i t t l e  b i t  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  and t h e  t h i n g s  I 
had h e a r d  happened t o  c i v i l i a n s  and t h a t .  Because I wanted  
t o  f i n d  o u t  what  t h e  p e o p l e  f e l t  on t h i s .  
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Q Did S e r g e a n t  STONICH e v e r  s a y  a n y t h i n g  t o  you 
abou t  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  f i l m s  n o t  b e i n g  f a v o r a b l e - - l e a v i n g  
f a v o r a b l e  i m p r e s s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  Army? 

A. Not t h a t  I c a n  r e c a l l .  

Q Did you e v e r  show t h e s e  f i l m s  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  J O H N -
SON--or pho tog raphs  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON? 

A.  Pho tog raphs  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON? 

Q Y e s .  

A. No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I ' v e  
s e e n  him--the l a s t  p l a c e  I ' v e  s e e n  him was a t  My L a i ,  o r  t h a t  
o t h e r  p l a c e .  

COL WILSON: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have ,  s i r .  

I 0  : Do you r e c a l l  t h e  name o f  C a p t a i n  M E D I N A ' s  d r i v e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  h i s  d r i v e r .  

Q Do you remember h i s  g r a d e ?  

A. No. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  when you w e r e  i n  Hawai i ,  h a v i n g  re-
c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on  t h e  Geneva Convent ion and  s i g n i n g  a a

C"'! 
c a r d  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  o r  i n i t i a l l i n g  you r  p e r s o n a l  r e c o r d s ?  ~3 

A. I may have ;  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  
F; 

Would you s t a t e  a g a i n  f o r  m e  why you wanted  t h i s  
ri

Q *  
k i n d  of  p i c t u r e  t o  go i n t o  you r  p h o t o g r a p h i c  c a t a l o g ,  more 
o r  less p i c t u r e s  o f  a t r o c i t i e s ,  o r  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  war?  

A. Y e s ,  A f t e r  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e ,  i t  was h a r d  f o r  m e  
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  o u r  own American G I ' s  would do some th ing  l i k e  
t h i s .  B u t ,  ma in ly  because  o f  a l l  t h e  a c t i o n ,  b e c a u s e ,  a s  a 
p h o t o g r a p h e r ,  you r e a c t .  T h a t  was more l i k e  myse l f  as a machine.  
P s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,  I f e l t  wrong. I was more--I w a s  s t u n n e d .  I t  
was h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h i s  was happening .  The machine came o u t  
and took  t h e  pho tog raphs .  
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Q. Did you e v e r  f e e l  compelled t o  go t o  t h e  l e g a l  
s i d e  of  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o r  t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  s i d e  o f  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  o r  t h e  c h a p l a i n ' s  s i d e  of  t h e  m i l i t a r y ?  

A.  I had l e a r n e d  t o  keep  my b i g  mouth s h u t .  You're 
a group,  n o t  an i n d i v i d u a l .  

Q T h a t ' s  your  impress ion  of  t h e  Army? 

A. T h a t ' s  my impress ion  of  t h e  Army. 

Q But you neve r  a t  any t i m e  f e l t  compelled t o  t e l l  
people  what you saw, even a s  s e r i o u s  as it  was, you d i d n ' t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d n ' t  know who would b e l i e v e  it. 

Q Well ,  you had t h e  p r o o f ;  you had t h e  p i c t u r e s .  
You a l s o  had t h e  c o l o r  photographs ,  which i s  more t h a n  ample 
p r o o f .  I f  you had wanted t o  u s e  them f o r  t h i s  i n s t e a d  o f  f o r  
your own purposes .  

A. You know something,  Genera l?  I f  a g e n e r a l  i s  
s m i l i n g  wrong i n  a photograph,  I have l e a r n e d  t o  d e s t r o y  it .  
What would happen i f  I had t u r n e d  my c o l o r  i n ?  What would 
have happened t o  t h a t ?  That  w a s  my p e r s o n a l  work. Tha t  
would n e v e r  have gone up t h e r e  t o  be developed.  My exper-
i e n c e  a s  a G I  o v e r  t h e r e  i s  t h a t  i f  something d o e s n ' t  look 
r i g h t ,  a g e n e r a l  s m i l i n g  t h e  wrong way, a p i c t u r e  o f  t h i s ,  
I s t o p p e d  and d e s t r o y e d  t h e  n e g a t i v e .  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  
i n s t a n c e ,  a c o u p l e  i n s t a n c e s  throughout  my Army c a r e e r  t h a t  
I have t aken  photographs  because someone was doing--maybe 
s m i l i n g  t h e  wrong way o r  something.  I t  w a s n ' t  j u s t  r i g h t .  

Q. W e l l ,  I ' m  r e a l  s o r r y  t h a t  y o u ' r e  l e f t  w i t h  t h i s  
impress ion  o f  t h e  Army because  I cou ld  b r i n g  down s e v e r a l  
10's t h a t  I have known and t h a t  I have worked w i t h ,  and t h e y  
would f i n d  what y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  them, I ' m  s u r e ,  q u i t e  c o n t r a -
d i c t o r y  t o  a l l  o f  what t h e y  have done. 

A. You cou ld  be r i g h t ,  Genera l ,  b u t  sometimes I have 
s p e n t  more t i m e  p r i n t i n g  p i c t u r e s  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e r ' s  p e r s o n a l  
t h i n g s ,  you know, p u t t i n g  p i c t u r e s  o f  my w i f e  and myself 
t o g e t h e r  a t  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s .  
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Q .  NOW,  M r .  HAEBERLE, I would l i k e  t o  g e t  you r  s i g n a -
t u r e  on t h i s  p h o t o ,  even  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  done f rom 
memory. And, i f  y o u ' d  p r e f e r  n o t  t o  s i g n  t h i s  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
and w a i t  u n t i l  such  t i m e  a s  you can  g e t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  
c o l o r  p h o t o s ,  I w i l l  have t h i s  photo--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I would p r e f e r  n o t  t o .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A .  I t  would b e n e f i t  b o t h  myself  and you. 

Q A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h i s ,  a t  l e a s t  
make a n o t e  t o  r e v i s e  t h i s  one  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  which 
you have marked by numbering 3 t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  p o s s i b l e  
l o c a t i o n  e l s e w h e r e .  R a t h e r  t h a n  making a new o n e ,  I t h i n k  
t h i s  w i l l  s u f f i c e  by j u s t  chang ing  t h e  a n n o t a t i o n .  

A .  R i g h t ,  j u s t  p u t  a p l a s t i c  o v e r  t h i s  and j u s t  r e a d  it. 

I0 : Does anyone have  any more q u e s t i o n s ?  

MR WEST: Yes. M r .  ROBERTS t o l d  u s  when you g o t  back  t o  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  you went  i n t o  t h e  Task Force  Ba rke r  TOC, and M r .  ROB-
ERTS made t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  t a l k  t o  Major CALHOUN, and Major 
CALHOUN i n  e f f e c t  th rew him o u t .  

A. T h a t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  a b i g  c o l o n e l  was coming 
and a l i t t l e  peon c o u l d n ' t  s t a y  a round .  

Q .  W e l l ,  he  d i d n ' t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t .  H e  s a i d  h e  went  
o u t s i d e ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  h e  s a i d  you were w i t h  him or  n o t ,  
and m e t  C o l o n e l  BARKER, who took  him back  i n ,  a t  l e a s t  h e  
took M r .  ROBERTS back i n  and gave  him a b r i e f i n g  on  t h e  o p e r -
a t i o n .  Were you t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A .  No, I w a s n ' t  w i t h  ROBERTS. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  b e i n g  
w i t h  ROBERTS a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

MR WEST: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have .  

10: M r .  HAEBERLE, can  you t e l l  u s  why you t h i n k  t h i s  
happened? 

(HAEBERLE) 72 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-174 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. T h i s  i s  my own p e r s o n a l  o p i n i o n  from what I ' v e  
been a b l e  t o  g a t h e r ?  

Q T h a t '  s r i g h t .  

A .  I d i d n ' t  know a t  t h e  t i m e  what m o t i v a t e d  t h i s  t o  
happen, b u t  what I ' d  been h e a r i n g  was t h a t  Company C was under  
s t r e n g t h ,  from what I h e a r ,  because  i n  a c e r t a i n  area--and 
t h e  p r i o r  t h i n g s  t h a t  had happened p r i o r ,  booby t r a p s ,  s n i p e r  
f i r e .  And I h e a r d  t h i s ,  S e r g e a n t  COX was k i l l e d  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
and he was p r e t t y  w e l l  r e s p e c t e d  by a l l  t h e  men. Somehow, I 
f e l t ,  what happened was a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e a l i n g  on human 
emotion t h a t  would p u t  i n  t h e  d r i v e  t o  r e a l l y  r e s e n t  t h i s  a r e a .  
But ,  a s  f a r  a s  h e a r i n g  any b r i e f i n g  o r  as t h e y  s a y  now, pep 
t a l k ,  no. 

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  t h e s e  peop le  appea r  t o  go abou t  t h i s  i n  
a me thod ica l  method? 

A.  Bus iness  l i k e .  I t  was l i k e  a computer would run .  

Q. Like  j u s t  what t h e y  ' w e r e  supposed t o  do? 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  way it  seemed t o  m e .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  M r .  RUDD, w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  n o t e s  
which you have r e t a i n e d ,  t h e  v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  h a s  been c o n f i d e n t i a l .  Although I am p robab ly  remiss 
f o r  n o t  a s k i n g  you i n  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g ,  I would a sk  a t  
t h i s  t i m e  i f  you would a l l o w  u s  t o  r e t a i n  your  n o t e s .  T h i s  
i s  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r u l e s  
o f  s o c i e t y  would d i c t a t e  t h a t  I want n o t h i n g  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  p r e s s  o r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  s o  I would make 
t h a t  r e q u e s t  o f  you a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

I C  : W e l l ,  Gene ra l ,  I c e r t a i n l y  would a s s u r e  you t h a t  I 
w i l l  n o t  p e r m i t  them t o  g e t  t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  o r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  
And, i f  my c l i e n t  c o n s e n t s ,  I would be  p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  t o  
p r o v i d e  you w i t h  a p h o t o s t a t i c  copy of  t h e  n o t e s .  But I t h i n k  
I ought  t o  keep  t h e  n o t e s .  

10 : You w i l l  g i v e  me your  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  
t h e r e  would be  no  b reech  o f  s e c u r i t y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  your  
n o t e s ,  and w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  p u b l i c  n o t i c e ?  
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I C :  Yes. 

I0 : With r e s p e c t  t o  any form o f  news media? 

I C  : Y e s .  

I0: Do you see a n y t h i n g  wrong w i t h  t h a t ?  

MR MACCRATE: No, I see n o t h i n g  wrong. I t ' s  p e r f e c t l y  
a c c e p t a b l e .  

I0 : Well, I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  

I C  : Thank you. 

10 : I would, f o r  o u r  pu rposes ,  ask  you however to-- 
o r  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  w e  would l i k e  t o  comply w i t h  your  s u g g e s t i o n  
t h a t  w e  make a d u p l i c a t e  copy of  them, which w e  can  d o  i n  a 
m a t t e r  of minutes .  

I C :  I ' d  l i k e  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  my c l i e n t  abou t  t h a t .  
t h i n k  t h a t  I am engaged by him, and I t h i n k  t h e s e  a r e ,  i n  
f a c t ,  h i s  p r o p e r t y .  

(Counsel and t h e  w i t n e s s  c o n f e r r e d .  ) 

10: I ' 11 withdraw t h a t  l a s t  r e q u e s t .  

I C :  A l l  r i g h t .  Thank you. 

I0 : Does anybody have any a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  t h e y  
would l i k e  t o  a d d r e s s  t o  Mr, HAEBERLE? 

(Negat ive  r e sponse  from members of  t h e  i n q u i r y  
team. 1 

M r .  HAEBERLE, I would a g a i n  r e p e a t  what I i n d i c a t e d  
i n  t h e  ve ry  beg inn ing .  W e  have s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i r e c t e d  a l l  o f  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  n o t  t o  t a l k  w i t h  o t h e r  peop le  about  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r o c e s s  of  t h e  i n c i -  
d e n t .  A s  you w e l l  know, I canno t  d i r e c t  you, b u t  I would 
r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  o r  through 
o t h e r s ,  d i s c u s s  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  i n c l u d i n g  subsequen t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s  w i t h  any pe r son  who may have been 
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connected  w i t h  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  any way, o r  h a s  been  a w i t -
n e s s  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Of c o u r s e ,  as I i n d i c a t e d ,  
t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  o r  b o d i e s  such  as l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s  
o r  j u d i c i a l  b o d i e s  i n  which t h i s  would n o t  be a c c e p t a b l e .  And 
h e r e  I r e f e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  sub-committee 
of  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee. And o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  any 
c o u r t - m a r t i a l s  and s o  on.  Now, b e f o r e  c l o s i n g ,  I ' l l  g i v e  you 
t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a s k  any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would l i k e ,  o r  
i f  you would l i k e ,  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d .  

A. Not r e a l l y .  There a r e  o n l y  two t h i n g s  abou t  t h i s  
whole t h i n g  t h a t  s o r t  o f  bug m e  a l i t t l e  b i t  t h a t  I t h i n k  a r e  
very  poor .  Number one i s  t h e  judge advoca te  a t  F o r t  Benning. 
KENNEDY,  I t h i n k  i s  h i s  l a s t  name, was t r y i n g  t o  p r o s e c u t e  
peop le  f o r  t a l k i n g .  And I t h i n k  h e  i s  v e r y  poor  i n  judgment. 
I d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  my l e t t e r  u n t i l  Tuesday s a y i n g  t h a t  he  was,  
poss ib ly - -because  I t a l k e d  on Monday. I t h i n k  t h i s  was v e r y  
poor  because  I d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  t h i s  u n t i l  on a Tuesday,  and 
t h e  l e t t e r  was r e t u r n e d  on Sa tu rday .  I f  a p e r s o n  i n  t h e  p o s i -
t i o n  such  as t h a t  cou ld  s a y  something l i k e  t h a t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t - -
w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  a comment I made t o  t h e  p r e s s .  I t o l d  them abou t  
t h a t .  

To show t h a t  I ' v e  been c o o p e r a t i n g ,  I p a i d  f o r  t h e  
t e l e g r a m ,  $4.18, t h a t  w a s  s e n t  by t h i s  committee h e r e  t o  ask  
t o  have m e  c a l l e d  back h e r e  because  it was s e n t  t o  t h e  
wrong a d d r e s s .  

I0 : By t h i s  committee? 

A. Tha t  's r i g h t .  

Q. W e  can  r e f u n d  t h a t .  

A. According t o  your  t e l e g r a m ,  I had t o  pay f o r  i t ,  
and I p a i d  f o r  i t .  

Q Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

RCDR : I ' m  s u r e  w e  can g e t  t h a t  r e funded .  

10: W e  '11 a r r a n g e  t o  have t h a t  re funded .  

A. T h a t ' s  n o t  problem. I j u s t  t h o u g h t  I ' d  make it  c l e a r .  
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Q.  No. I want t o  make s u r e  t h a t  it i s  refunded.  

A.  I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  o u t  and t h e n  I 
r e c e i v e  something l i k e  t h a t .  

10: Do you have any th ing  f u r t h e r ?  

A. Nothing. 

I0: A l l  r i g h t .  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1650 h o u r s ,  1 7  January  
1970 . )  

(Subsequent t o  t h i s  tes t imony,  on 19 and 20 
January 1970, MR HAEBERLE was in te rv iewed  a t  P r e m i e r  
I n d u s t r i a l  Corpora t ion ,  Cleveland,  Ohio, h i s  p l a c e  of  
employment, by MAJ ZYCHOWSKI. A t  t h a t  t i m e  MR HAEBERLE 
anno ta ted  an a e r i a l  photograph,  E x h i b i t  P-1, t o  i n d i c a t e  
t h e  r o u t e  which he p o s s i b l y  fol lowed through My La i  ( 4 )  
on 16 March 1968 and t h e  p o s s i b l e  l o c a t i o n s  i n  which he 
took photographs,  E x h i b i t s  P-29 t h r u  P-42. The anno ta ted  
a e r i a l  photograph was subsequen t ly  r e c e i v e d  i n  ev idence  
a s  E x h i b i t  P-188. MAJ ZYCHOWSKI prepared  a memorandum 
concerning t h e  19-20 January  i n t e r v i e w  which was sub-
s e q u e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  i n  evidence  a s  E x h i b i t  M-52.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HANKS, John G .  MAJ (USAF) 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Forward a i r  c o n t r o l l e r ,  
1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade.  

1. RESPONSIBILITIES OF FORWARD A I R  CONTROLLER. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  normally f l ew an 0-2A, 
f i x e d  wing, twin  eng ine ,  push-pul l ,  o b s e r v a t i o n  a i r c r a f t  
(pg. 4 )  . H e  f lew i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  ground u n i t s ,  t o  
check c e r t a i n  a r e a s  f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  and t o  make g e n e r a l  
v i s u a l  r econna i sance  (pg. 4 )  . The w i t n e s s  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  any c e r t a i n  day from t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  
who a t t e n d e d  t h e  b r i g a d e ' s  evening b r i e f i n g  (pg. 6 )  , and 
from in fo rmal  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  a v i a t i o n  pe r sonne l  
(pg .  7 ) .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  would v i s i t  t r o o p  
commanders i n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  de termine  i f  they  needed any 
s p e c i a l  s u p p o r t  (pg. 7)  . 
2. THE WITNESS ' ACTION ON 16 MARCH. 

The w i t n e s s  o f f e r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no th ing  i n  h i s  mind 
t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  any o f  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  were made on 
16 March (pg. 3 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  came on s t a t i o n  a t  about  
0915,16 March (pg. 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  t r o o p s  
i n  My La i  ( 4 )  and Vietnamese moving t o  t h e  n o r t h  and t o  t h e  
w e s t  (pgs .  10 ,  11, 1 7 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  o v e r  t h i r t y  
~ i e t n a m e s e  dead i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  no ted  t h a t  
t h e  bod ies  w e r e  grouped on one s i d e  o f  Highway 521 n e a r  
t h e  hootches  (pgs .  12 ,  13 ,  2 8 ) .  Other  b o d i e s  w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  
throughout  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 1 4 ) .  The bod ies  seen  w e r e  a l l  
a d u l t  (pg. 29) .  H e  n o t i c e d  r e s i d u a l  f i r e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
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(pg. 1 4 )  . He saw h e l i c o p t e r s ,  guns 'and " s l i c k s "  i n  t he  a r e a  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  The witness  could a l s o  recall igavy Swif t  Boats 
being i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg, 1 7 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  when he saw t h e  
s c a t t e r e d  bodies he thought they were mil i tary-age males; 
t h e  groups were assumed t o  have been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  
(pg. 18) . H e  could r e c a l l  no " s l i c k s "  landing,  no dus to f f s ,  
nor any r a d i o  conversat ions  (pg. 2 0 ) .  

3. REPORTS OF AN INCIDENT. 

a .  Reports heard.  

The wi tness  heard no conversat ion from h i s  
comrades among t h e  a v i a t i o n  personnel  concerning Vietnamese 
c a s u a l t i e s ,  al though he r e c a l l e d  hear ing of t h e  cache 
o f  mortar tubes  being dest royed (pg. 23) . He knew of no 
conf ron ta t ion  between a i r  and ground t roops  (pg. 2 4 ) .  

Reports made. 

The witness  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he t o l d  Major GOLDEN 
and Lieutenant Colonel MACLACHLAN about t h e  l a r g e  number 
of  dead he had seen (pg. 2 4 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  mentioning t h a t  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  must have caught them by s u r p r i s e  due t o  t h e  
l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  (pg. 26 ) .  This w a s  an 
informal conversat ion and was not  a formal r e p o r t  (pg. 27 ) .  

4 .  KNOWLEDGE OF AN INVESTIGATION. 

Tne witness  could remember no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning 
the  cause of death of a l a r g e  number of Vietnamese on 16 
14arch (pg. 2 4 ) ,  o r  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning t h e  opera- 
t i o n  (pg. 2 8) . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  News of t h e  opera t ion .  

The witness  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had read  accounts 
o f  t h e  16 March opera t ion  i n  both t he  11th  Brigade and 
America1 news organs (pg. 25 ) .  He thought t h e  r e p o r t  
might have been exaggerated (pg. 25) . 
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b .  	 Exhib i t s .  

Exhibits  noted by the  witness  are l i s t e d  below. 
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EXHIBIT 

NUMBER 


-


-

P-31 


P-41 


P-45 


EXHIBITS 

DESCRIPTION 
~ m e r i c a lN e w s  S h e e t ,  
17 Mar 68 

~ n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  w i t n e s s  

A e r i a l  photo  

Miscel laneous  Scene-

Miscel laneous  Scene 
Oblique a e r i a l  
photo  

NOTES 

W i t  had r e a d .  

Read by w i t n e s s .  

W i t  o r i e n t e d .  
W i t  s t a t e d  he 
cou ld  have s e e n  
t h i s  scene  from 
t h e  a i r .  
W i t  could  n o t  
recognize .  

W i t  o r i e n t e d .  

_PAGES 

25 

1 

5 

3 0 

2 7  

12 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened  a t  0947 h o u r s ,  3 Februa ry  
1970 . )  

MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, LTC 
PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Major John G .  HANKS. 

(MAJ HANKS was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn,  and 
h e  t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s  : )  

W i l l  you s t a t e  you r  f u l l  name, S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number, b r anch  o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A .  J o h n  G .  HANKS, Major ,  , U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
A i r  F o r c e .  I ' m  i n  Squadron O f f i c e r  Schoo l  o f  t h e  A i r  Univer-
s i t y  a t  Maxwell A i r  F o r c e  Base.  

MR WEST: Major HANKS, have  you r e a d  o u r  e x h i b i t  M-57 which 
d e s c r i b e s  t h e  n a t u r e  and p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

A .  I h a v e ,  M r .  WEST. 

Q Any q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  i t ?  

A .  No q u e s t i o n s .  

LTC PATTERSON: Major HANKS, do you r e c a l l  t o  which u n i t  you 
were a s s i g n e d  on o r  a b o u t  16 March 1968? 

A.  I was a s s i g n e d  a s  a fo rward  a i r  c o n t r o l l e r  w i t h  
t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Br igade .  

Q. . When d i d  you a r r i v e  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  B r i g a d e  t o  be-
come a fo rward  a i r  c o n t r o l l e r ?  

A. I had  b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e  
f rom t h e  t i m e  t h e y  w e r e  r e a c t i v a t e d  a t  S c h o f i e l d  B a r r a c k s .  I 
t r a i n e d  w i t h  them f o r  one  y e a r  t h e r e .  I was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  
7 t h  Direct A i r  Suppor t  F l i g h t  a t  Wheeler A i r  F o r c e  Base and I 
t r a i n e d  w i t h  t h e  l l t h  f o r  one  y e a r .  When t h e y  dep loyed  t o  
Duc Pho, I dep loyed  w i t h  them f o r  a 6-month p e r i o d .  
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Q. You w e r e  q u i t e  f a m i l i a r  t h e n  w i t h  a l l  t h e  p e r s o n n e l ?  

A. Q u i t e  a number o f  them. Y e s ,  I was. 

Q .  Were you t h e  o n l y  FAC w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade?  

A. No, I was n o t .  W e  had a Major GOLDEN and C a p t a i n  
BROWN and an a i r  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  MACLACHLAN. 

Q. Were Major GOLDEN, C a p t a i n  BROWN and  y o u r s e l f  t h e  
o n l y  t h r e e  FACs? 

A. N o t  e n t i r e l y .  When w e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  r eady  t o  ro-
t a t e  p robab ly  i n  March o r  A p r i l  w e  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  r ep l acemen t  
FACs i n ,  fo rward  a i r  c o n t r o l l e r s .  C a p t a i n  HARTENBAUER and 
C a p t a i n  SCARBOROUGH were t w o  of t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t s  t h a t  came 
i n .  There  was a n o t h e r  one and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. The 
f i r s t  name was P a u l  and  t h a t ' s  a l l  I can r e c a l l .  H e  was a 
c a p t a i n .  Tha t  was a Major HARTENBAUER, by t h e  way, n o t  a 
c a p t a i n .  Major HARTENBAUER and  C a p t a i n  SCARBOF.OUGH. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  c a l l  s i g n s  o f  any o f  t h e s e  i n d i -
v i d u a l s ?  

A. Y e s .  The f o u r  o f  us  t h a t  w e r e  t h e r e  o r i g i n a l l y ,  
Co lone l  MACLACHLAN was H e l i x  31, I was H e l i x  32,  Major GOLDEN 
was H e l i x  33, and C a p t a i n  BROWN was H e l i x  34. And I d o n ' t  
remember what c a l l  s i g n s  w e  a s s i g n e d  t o  Major HARTENBAUER and 
t o  t h e  c a p t a i n ,  P a u l  someth ing ,  and C a p t a i n  SCARBOROUGH. I 
d o n ' t  remember what c a l l  s i g n s  w e  a s s i g n e d  t o  them. Probably  
t h e y  w e r e  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  numbering sequence  o f  35,  36 ,  
and 37 t e m p o r a r i l y  u n t i l  w e  v a c a t e d  o u r  c a l l s  s i g n s  and  t h e n  
t h e y  took  them, b u t  t h i s  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q We've been  t o l d  t h a t  G r i f  SCARBOROUGH w a s  k i l l e d .  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q.  Do you recal l  when h e  w a s  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, n o t  e x a c t l y .  I t  was a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  y o u ' r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

Q .  A f t e r  16 March 1968? 
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A. R i g h t ,  it was a f t e r  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember when 
though,  e x a c t l y .  

Q. D o  you recall h i s  c a l l  s i g n ?  

A. No, t h i s  is a q u e s t i o n  I ' v e  been  wondering a b o u t .  
H e  was go ing  t o  t a k e  t h e  H e l i x  3 3  c a l l  s i g n ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
he  had t a k e n  it y e t .  I t h i n k  Major GOLDEN was s t i l l  u s i n g  
H e l i x  3 3  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  i n  q u e s t i o n .  I t r i e d  t o  check 
on t h i s  myself  p r i o r  t o  coming up h e r e .  I d i d  f l y  w i t h  Major 
GOLDEN on 1 7  March, and h e  was u s i n g  H e l i x  3 3  on t h a t  d a t e .  
I d o n ' t  know i f  C a p t a i n  SCARBOROUGH was a l s o  u s i n g  t h a t  c a l l  
s i g n  o r  n o t .  

Q. Would you b e  able t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  v o i c e  o f  e i t h e r  
SCARBOROUGH o r  GOLDEN? 

A. Y e s ,  I c o u l d .  

Q. With r e f e r e n c e  t o  16 March 1968,  Task F o r c e  B a r k e r ,  
a p a r t  of t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  conduc ted  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n  
i n  t h e  Pinkvi l le-My L a i  a r e a .  D o  you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  w i t h  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q Have you checked your  i n d i v i d u a l  f l i g h t  r e c o r d ?  

A. I have .  

Q. Did you f l y  on 16 March? 

A.  I d i d .  I f l e w  e v e r y  day once  o r  t w i c e ,  e v e r y  day 
from 2 7  Feb rua ry  t o  2 2  March. And I had a d a y ' s  b r e a k  a t  each  
end o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Then I f l e w  c o n t i n u o u s l y  on b o t h  s i d e s  of  
t h a t  you might  s a y .  

Q How much t i m e  d i d  your  r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e d  you f l ew  
on t h e  1 6 t h ?  

A. Two h o u r s .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  how many h o u r s  you f l e w  on t h e  1 7 t h ?  

A. R i g h t ,  2 . 8  h o u r s ,  b u t  t h e  . 8  of  an h o u r  was n i g h t -
t i m e  and I remember t h a t  m i s s i o n .  T h i s  i s  when I f l e w  w i t h  
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Major GOLDEN. H e  and I went up a t  n i g h t  and a t t e m p t e d  t o  u s e  
t h e  s t a r l i g h t  s c o p e ,  b e c a u s e  from t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  command 
p o s t  had r e c e i v e d  t h e r e  were very  heavy movements o f  t r o o p s  
a l o n g  t h e  beach and t h i s  was s o u t h  of  My L a i ,  down n e a r  Duc 
Pho. And s o  it was 2 h o u r s  dayt ime and .8  hour  n i g h t t i m e .  

Q. How abou t  1 8  March? 

A .  Two h o u r s .  

Q. Kept a f a i r l y  b a l a n c e d  f l y i n g  program? 

W e  t r i e d  t o .  

Q. For  t h e  r e c o r d  would you i n d i c a t e d  what t y p e  a i r -  
c r a f t  you w e r e  f l y i n g ?  

8 .  Which i s  a--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  1t 's' a m i l i t a r y  v e r s i o n  o f  Cessna 
3 3 7 ,  t w i n  e n g i n e ,  p u s h - p u l l  o b s e r v a t i o n  a i r c r a f t .  

Q. Fixed  wing? 

A.  F ixed  wing,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. Would you b r i e f l y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  r e s p o f i s i b i l i t i e s  o f  
and m i s s i o n s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  fo rward  a i r  c o n t r o l l e r s  i n  s u p p o r t  
of  t h e  l l t h  Br igade?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  t i m e ,  I would s a y ,  was 
s p e n t  i n  v i s u a l  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  m i s s i o n s .  Now sometimes t h a t  
was i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  ground u n i t  movements and  s o m e t i m e s  it 
was j u s t  check ing  a r e a s  f o r  b a t t a l i o n ,  o r  b r i g a d e ,  o r  company, 
o r  whatever  u n i t  happened t o  b e  p l a n n i n g  on moving i n t o  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  O the r  t i m e s  it was j u s t  g e n e r a l  a r e a  v i s u a l  
r e c o n n a i s s a n c e .  W e  p u t  i n  p rep lanned  a i r  s t r i k e s  and w e  p u t  
i n  immediate a i r  s t r i k e s ,  immediate  r e q u e s t s  coming from t h e  
ground u n i t s ,  w e l l  b o t h  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  coming from t h e  Army 
u n i t .  But t h e  m a j o r i t y  of o u r  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  l l t h  B r i g a d e ,  I 
would s a y ,  was s p e n t  do ing  v i s u a l  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  f o r  u n i t s  
t h a t  w e r e  i n  some k i n d  of  maneuver on t h e  ground,  some k i n d  
o f  o p e r a t i o n .  
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Q. To h e l p  you recall pe rhaps  o r  a t  leas t  g e t  i n t o  
t h e  t i m e  f rame o f  16 March. On 1 5  March, which w a s - a  F r i d a y ,  
Gene ra l  LIPSCOMB had  a change o f  command ceremony a t  0930 h o u r s  
i n  t h e  morning and d e p a r t e d  t h e  b r i g a d e  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  
T h i s  i s  s u p p o r t e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  by l o g s .  C o l o n e l  HENDERSON 
assumed command from Gene ra l  LIPSCOMB on t h e  1 5 t h .  On t h e  1 6 t h ,  
t h e  day a f t e r  t h i s  change of  command, i s  when t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  w e ' r e  l o o k i n g  i n t o  t ook  p l a c e .  Does t h a t  a s s i s t  you i n  
r e c a l l i n g  t h e  t i m e  f rame any .  

A. N o t  r e a l l y .  I remember t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  ceremony 
r e a l  w e l l .  The America1 commander, Gene ra l  KOSTER, was down. 
W e  had  t h e  ceremony r i g h t  down on t h e  h e l i p a d ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t i e  
t h i s  i n  any way w i t h  my f l y i n g ,  b e c a u s e  I was n o t  f l y i n g  i n  
CfC s h i p s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Most o f  my f l y i n g  w a s  b e i n g  
done i n  t h e  0-2. So i n  t h a t  way I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  t i e  it w i t h  
t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  ceremony. 

Q. Were you s t a t i o n e d  a t  Duc Pho? 

A. I was. 

Q And you f l e w  o f f  t h e  f i x e d  wing s t r i p  a t  Duc Pho? 

A.  A t  Duc Pho, t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you an a e r i a l  photograph  ( E x h i b i t  
P-1) , v e r t i c a l  o f  t h e  My Lai--immediate My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  and a 
map ( ~ x h i b i tMAP-5), 1:50 ,000 ,  and  I ' l l  o r i e n t  you a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(LTC PATTERSON o r i e n t a t e d  MAJ HANKS t o  t h e  photo  
and t h e  map.) 

(MR WEST d e p a r t e d  h e a r i n g . )  

Do you r e c o g n i z e  o r  f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  map? 

A. I do. 

Q. Did you use  t h e  1:50,000 map? 

A. Y e s ,  I d i d .  

Q. Do you f e e l  l i k e  y o u ' r e  o r i e n t e d  on t h e  map? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. W e  have reason t o  b e l i e v e ,  Major HANKS, t h a t  you 
w e r e  f l y i n g  t h a t  day i n  t h i s  a r e a .  We'd l i k e  t o  see i f  you 
can r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any th ing ,  o r  any p a r t ,  o r  r e c a l l  any unusal  
i n c i d e n t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n .  

A. W e l l ,  a s  I s a i d ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  b e  s u r e  t h a t  I am 
t h i n k i n g  of 16  MARCH. I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  t h a t  c e r t a i n .  I do f e e l  
t h a t  I recogn ize  My L a i  ( 4 )  and f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  most of  t h e  
v i l l a g e s  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  were p r e t t y  w e l l  l e v e l e d ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  P i n k v i l l e .  I t  was a l l  l e v e l e d .  My L a i  ( 4 )  was 
one of t h e  f i r s t  i n t a c t  hamlets  o r  whatever you want t o  c a l l  
it moving t o  t h e  w e s t .  And I t h i n k  I remember My La i  ( 4 1 ,  b u t  
whether  o r  n o t  it w a s  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  I have no way i n  t h e  world 
r i g h t  now of  t y i n g  it down. I c a n ' t  do it. 

Q 'Okay, l e t ' s  go back then  t o  t h e  1 5 t h .  How d i d  you 
r e c e i v e  your  miss ions .  

A. W e  w e r e  schedu led ,  r o u t i n e l y ,  t o  t r y  t o  keep a 
forward a i r  c o n t r o l l e r  i n  t h e  a i r  a t  any t i m e  an o p e r a t i o n  was 
going on,  a ground o p e r a t i o n  where t h e r e  might b e  need f o r  
a i r  s t r i k e s .  I f  t h e r e  was no o p e r a t i o n  w e  s imply spaced our-
s e l v e s  o u t ,  each p i l o t  t r y i n g  t o  keep h i s  f l y i n g  down t o  2 
hours  p e r  day. There were f o u r  of u s ,  s o  t h a t  gave 8 hours  
i n  t h e  a i r  d u r i n g  a normal r o u t i n e  day. Now i f  t h e r e  was an 
o p e r a t i o n  such a s  a h e l i b o r n e  a s s a u l t  w e  t r i e d  t o  have a f o r -
ward a i r  c o n t r o l l e r  a i r b o r n e ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  where he could  
immediately r e q u e s t  an a i r  s t r i k e  and g e t  it on t a r g e t  a s  soon 
a s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q. How would you g e t  word of  an a i r m o b i l e  a s s a u l t  t h e  
n e x t  day? Would you g e t  it from t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. I would g e t  it from t h e  11 th  Brigade d u r i n g  o u r  
evening b r i e f i n g .  

Q. Would you go t o  t h e  u n i t  t h a t  was conduct ing  t h e  
a s s a u l t  and c o o r d i n a t e ?  

A. No, t h e y  had o f f i c e r s  t h a t  a t t e n d e d  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s  
and g e n e r a l l y  I j u s t ,  a t  my l e v e l  anyway, d i s c u s s e d  it wi th  
t h e  o f f i c e r  who was t h e r e ,  who had been s e n t  down by h i s  b a t -
t a l i o n .  Usual ly it was from b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  t h e y  came down. 
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Q. L i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. R i g h t ,  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s .  And I would t a l k  t o  them 
i f  I had any q u e s t i o n s .  These  g o t  t o  be  r o u t i n e ,  and o f  c o u r s e  
w e  w e r e  housed  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  t h e  174 th  a v i a t i o n  p e o p l e .  W e  
saw them d a i l y ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  day .  So i f  t h e r e  was an ope r -
a t i o n  go ing  on and w e  had  any q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e r e  was a map r i g h t  
t h e r e  i n  o u r  hoo tch .  Usua l ly  w e  w e r e  o v e r  t h e r e  t a l k i n g  q u i t e  
a  b i t  i n  t h e  even ing  anyway, and we'd b e  a b l e  t o  d i s c u s s  i n  
p r e t t y  good d e t a i l  j u s t  what t h e  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  day w e r e .  
A s  it was a c t u a l l y  done down a t  t h e  FAC l e v e l ,  it was p r e t t y  i n -
formal  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  g o i n g  t o  l i f t  them 
i n  t h e r e .  And w e  t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  who came down 
t o  t h e  e v e n i n g  b r i e f i n g .  I sometimes went  o u t  t o  t h e  f i r e  
b a s e s  and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  company commanders o r  whoever was go-
i n g  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  move. I d o n ' t  e v e r  remember do ing  
t h a t  though f o r  t h e  My L a i  a r e a  o r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  a s  w e  
c a l l e d  it. 

Q.  You'd have t o  hook a h e l i c o p t e r  r i d e ?  

A .  ~ i g h t ,  I ' d  go o u t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  I s p e c i f i c a l l y  
remember g o i n g  up t o  4/3 s e v e r a l  t i m e s  and t a l k i n g  t o  them on 
some o p e r a t i o n s  f u r t h e r  o u t  t o  t h e  w e s t  and r e g u l a r l y  w i t h  t h e  
3/1 which i s  down i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a .  With Task Force  Ba rke r  
I was i n  t h e i r  f i r e  b a s e  a  c o u p l e  o f  t i m e s ,  b u t  n e v e r  t o  c o o r d i -
n a t e  one  o f  t h e s e  a s s a u l t s .  

Q.  What p a r t  d i d  C o l o n e l  MACLACHLAN p l a y  i n  g e t t i n g  
t h e  FAC1s r eady  o r  o r i e n t e d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  d a y ' s  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. W e l l ,  h e  would b r i n g  down t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t .  
H e  was t h e  o f f i c i a l  s c h e d u l e r .  H e  was t h e  one  who made o u r  
m i s s i o n s  go, you might  s a y .  But  when h e  came down t o  t e l l  us  
a b o u t  i t ,  g e n e r a l l y  w e  had  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  t h a t  h e  b r o u g h t  
w i t h  him. W e  had them by t h e  t i m e  h e  g o t  back from h i s  con-
f e r e n c e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  was f o r  Task 
F o r c e  Ba rke r  i n  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade?  

A. N o ,  I d o n ' t .  I n  f a c t  l ' d i d n l t  know many o f  t h e  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s ,  and t h e  o n e s  I d i d  know I d i d n ' t  know which 
u n i t - - I  mean I c a n ' t  r i g h t  now t i e  them t o  any p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t .  
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I remember SMITH, b u t  I t h i n k  h e  was w i t h  t h e  4/3,  a L i e u t e n a n t  
SMITH. 

Q W e l l ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was t o  b e  conducted  by 
Task Force  Ba rke r  was a two LZ, m u l t i l i f t  o p e r a t i o n ,  two r i f l e  
companies b e i n g  a i r  a s s a u l t e d ,  one  company w a l k i n g  i n t o  a  
b l o c k i n g  p o s i t i o n .  I t  was p l anned  f o r  0730 i n  t h e  morning,  
preceded by an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  on t h e  f i r s t  LZ, which was t o  
t h e  w e s t  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  t h e  open a r e a ,  t h e  paddy. W e  have  
r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p l a n  on t h e  even ing  o f  t h e  1 5 t h ,  
which was b r i e f e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  was t h a t  t h e  second  LZ was t o  
b e  some t e n t a t i v e  t i m e  a f t e r  0730 pending  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
l i f t  a i r c r a f t .  

The 1 7 4 t h  was t a s k e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  l i f t  a i r c r a f t ,  
b u t  had t o  b e  augmented i n  o r d e r  t o  accompl i sh  t h e  l i f t .  They 
w e r e  augmented,  w e  have r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e ,  by a d d i t i o n a l  a i r -
c r a f t  from o t h e r  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s ,  s o  t h a t  on 16 March t h e y  had 
n i n e  s l i c k s  i nvo lved  i n  t h e  l i f t  and a t  l e a s t  two g u n s h i p s .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  a e r o - s c o u t  company, t h e  123d A v i a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n  
o u t  of Chu L a i  was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and w a s  g i v e n  a (7 
s c r e e n i n g  m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  g e n e r a l l y  s o u t h  o f  Highway 521,  
c o v e r i n g  t h e  area from 521 t o  t h e  Quang Ngai R i v e r .  The a r t i l -
l e r y  was p l anned  t o  come o u t  o f  LZ U p t i g h t  a l o n e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
u s i n g  b o t h  f i r e  s u p p o r t  b a s e s ,  D o t t i e  and U p t i g h t .  -4 

-4 

W e  have r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  l i f t  went o f f  
a s  s c h e d u l e d ,  0730 a f t e r  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p ,  g u n i h i p  s u p p r e s s i o n ,  
l i f t  touched  down i n  t h e  LZ a t  0730. And t h e  second  l i f t  i n t o  
t h e  same LZ was accompl i shed  a b o u t  0747 a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l o g .  
The l i f t  was comple te  0751. The f i r s t  l i f t  i n  was c o l d ,  t h e  
second l i f t  t h e r e  was some r e p o r t  i t  may be h o t .  The second LZ 
was moved up from an o r i g i n a l  p l a n n i n g  t i m e  o f  a b o u t  0915,  be-
c a u s e  o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  a i r c r a f t  i nvo lved .  And t h e  second  l i f t  
went i n  somewhere t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  of P i n k v i l l e ,  s o u t h  o f  521. 

A. Tha t  p u t  them o v e r  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q .  They went  i n  a b o u t  0815, l i f t  comple te  abou t  0827 .  
Two r i f l e  companies on t h e  ground;  one r i f l e  company w a s  a t  a 
b l o c k i n g  p o s i t i o n  n o r t h  o f  t h e  D i e m  D i e m  R i v e r .  The scheme 
o f  maneuver g e n e r a l l y  was t h a t  t h e  company t h a t  l a n d e d  t o  t h e  
w e s t  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  w a s  t o  sweep t o  t h e  e a s t ,  l i n k i n g  up w i t h  
t h e  o t h e r  company t h a t  was a i r  a s s a u l t e d .  Task F o r c e  Barker  

(HANKS) 8 APP T-306 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

was a l m o s t  i n t o  o r  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Anything o f  t h i s  scheme 
of  maneuver sound f a m i l i a r  i n  any way? 

A. R i g h t ,  I remember t h i s .  

Q What can  you t e l l  us  a b o u t  what you remember? 

A. I remember j u s t  what you t o l d  m e .  I remember what 
t h e  p l a n  was. I wish I knew what t i m e  I f l e w  on t h a t  day .  
T h i s  would r e a l l y  h e l p  i f  I c o u l d  f i n d  o u t  what t i m e  I was up 
t h e r e .  

Q .  I can  t e l l  you what  I t h i n k .  You came on s t a t i o n  
somewhere a round 0915. 

A.  Around 0915? 

Q.  And you r e l i e v e d  H e l i x  33. 

A .  Okay. 

Q. I f  you w e r e  32. 

A. I was 32,  no one else used t h a t  c a l l  s i g n .  

Q.  I f  you w e r e  32 w e  have r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e ,  accord-
i n g  t o  t h e  e x h i b i t ,  t h a t  you came on s t a t i o n  somewhere i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  0915, sometime a f t e r  0900. 

A. Okay, t h a t  sounds abou t  r i g h t .  The f i r s t  2 hours--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e l i x  33 was t h e  o r i g i n a l  H e l i x  on 
s t a t i o n .  

A .  Tha t  would p robab ly  have  been  GOLDEN. And can 
you t e l l  m e  i f  I s t a y e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  d i d  I s t a y  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

Q. W e  have  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  you p u t  your  2 h o u r s  i n  
on s t a t i o n .  J u s t  a s  3 3  had p u t  h i s  2 h o u r s  i n  on s t a t i o n  by 
approx ima te ly  0915, which would have  g i v e n  him a b o u t  h i s  2 
h o u r s  f l y i n g  t i m e .  

A. W e l l ,  l e t  m e  t e l l  you what  I t h i n k  I remember. 
A s  I s a y  I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  I g o t  t h e  r i g h t  day .  
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I do remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a n ,  j u s t  a s  I remember t h e  
r e t i r e m e n t  ceremony. But t r y i n g  t o  t i e  my miss ion  w i t h  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  e x e r c i s e  u n l e s s  something very unusual  happened i s  
p r e t t y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  do. 

I remember one mission though when w e  d i d  have 
u n i t s  on t h e  ground up h e r e .  I came up on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  
I came over  t h e  Quang Ngai C i t y  i t s e l f ,  c r o s s e d  t h e  r i v e r  
t h e r e ,  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) , and f lew up 521, coming i n  from t h e  w e s t .  
I d o n ' t  know why I came i n  from t h e  w e s t .  Normally I would 
have gone up t h e  c o a s t ,  b u t  t h e  reason I do remember coming 
up from t h e  w e s t  i s  t h a t  when I g o t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  where I was 
t o  work I had dropped down very low. I was q u i t e  low coming 
i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and I t u r n e d  and went o v e r ,  and I saw o u r  t r o o p s  
i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  I t h i n k  it might have been My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
I t  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I had seen us i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e .  
A s  I s a i d ,  t h i s  one was undamaged. When I l e f t  My La i  ( 4 ) ,  I 
had expected  a l l  a c t i v i t y  t o  b e  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  every-  
t h i n g ' s  p r e t t y  l e v e l  over  h e r e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  
many b u i l d i n g s  s t a n d i n g .  There was n o t  much ground a c t i v i t y  
going on ,  very l i t t l e ,  and I d o n ' t  remember i f  I r e c e i v e d  any 
s m a l l  arms f i r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  a l l  t h a t  day o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  r i g h t  of fhand.  Things w e r e  very q u i e t .  And I b e l i e v e  
I ended up going,  a f t e r  look ing  over  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  I would 
e s t i m a t e  15  minutes ,  t o  t h a t  company t h a t  was b l o c k i n g  t o  t h e  
n o r t h .  I f o r g e t  t h e  company commander t h a t  had t h a t  one. He 
was k i l l e d  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a c c i d e n t ,  I b e l i e v e  h e  was t h e  
one up n o r t h .  H i s  name w i l l  come t o  m e  a f t e r  awhi le .  I r e a l -
l y  s p e n t  some t i m e  w i t h  him, I b e l i e v e ,  because 'peop le  were 
c r o s s i n g  t h e  Song D i e m  Diem. There were peop le  f l e e i n g  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  a c r o s s  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and I was t r y i n g  t o  c a l l  
o u t  some of  them t o  him, i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  r i g h t  day ,  i f  t h i s  i s  
t h e  r i g h t  e x e r c i s e .  I t  seems l i k e  I was t a l k i n g  t o  him t r y -  
i n g  t o  p o i n t  o u t  who was c r o s s i n g  which b r i d g e  and where they  
w e r e  going t o  t h e  n o r t h .  There were people  going o u t  t o  t h e  
w e s t ,  a l s o  from My L a i  ( 4 )  . T h e r e ' s  a n o t h e r  b r i d g e  o v e r  h e r e ,  
l e t  me See i f  I can f i n d  it. W e l l ,  I guess it was t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  n o t  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  moving toward a b r i d g e  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  
But t h i s  was long a f t e r  t h e  l i f t  had gone i n ,  t h i n g s  were 
s e t t l e d  down, p r e t t y  r o u t i n e .  I s a i d  i t ' s  going to  be  a n o t h e r  
bor ing  2 h o u r s ,  s i n c e  I was o u t  t r y i n g  t o  see what I could  s p o t  
on t h e  ground. I b e l i e v e  I ended up spending most o f  my t i m e  
on over  toward P i n k v i l l e ,  and w i t h  t h a t  company t h a t  was block- 
i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and w i t h  t h o s e  t o  t h e  sou th .  But now t h e  
only  reason I remember any of t h i s  i s ,  I d i d  see t r o o p s  back 
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i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  P i n k v i l l e ,  which I t h i n k  was 
MY La i  ( 4 ) .  I t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime I had seen o u r  t r o o p s  i n  t h a t  
v i l l a g e .  

Q On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day and n o t  be ing  a b l e  t o  say  
t h i s  i s  16 March, do you r e c a l l  g e t t i n g  a b r i e f i n g ,  a i r  t o  
a i r  b r i e f i n g  from 33? 

A. I f  I d i d  i t  was probably ,  "There ' s  n o t h i n g  going 
on up t h e r e , "  probably i s  a l l  he s a i d  i f  I g o t  one ,  because 
I d o n ' t  remember him s a y i n g  any th ing  about  any th ing  happening 
t h a t  was e x c i t i n g .  A s  I r e c a l l  i t  was p r e t t y  d u l l  f l y i n g .  

Q On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day, 16 March, w e  have t e s t i -
mony t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  w e r e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  number of  peop le ,  
Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s  moving down t o  t h e  southwest  on 521, 
towards Quang Ngai C i t y  evading t h e  a r e a ,  a l a r g e  number. 

(The w i t n e s s  gave an a f f i r m a t i v e  response . )  

A s  w e l l  as some moving o u t  a s  you've i n d i c a t e d ,  
t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and n o r t h .  I t  would s e e m  t o  me t h a t  i f  you 
had flown up 521 you would have recognized t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  
were a c o n s i d e r a b l e  number o f  people  on 521. 

A .  That  may have been why I came up 521, I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q You d o n ' t  recall s e e i n g  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  On two occas ions  I saw many people  
on 521 and I always thought  t h a t  was back i n  T e t  though. I 
d i d n ' t  know it was t h i s  t ime.  A t  one t ime they  w e r e  s t a c k e d  
up, I mean l i t e r a l l y  thousands of  them on t h e  highway. I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were t h a t  many t h i s  day,  b u t  I r e c a l l  once,  and 
I t h i n k , i t  w a s ' e a r l i e r ,  back i n  T e t  when it took them a l l  
day b e f o r e  they  f i n a l l y  c l e a r e d  t h e  highway. When it was o v e r ,  
t h e r e  were dead a l l  a long  t h e  highway. I d o n ' t  know, o l d  
peop le ,  I guess ,  dying from exhaus t ion  and e v e r y t h i n g  else. 
But t h i s  was e a r l i e r ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h i s  was n o t  t h e  1 6 t h ,  
I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h i s  day t h a t  you remember coming up 521 and 
s e e i n g  t h e  people  t o  n o r t h  and f l y i n g  low o v e r  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  
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you  t h i n k  was My L a i  ( 4 )  . How d i d  My L a i  ( 4 )  l o o k  t o  you a t  
t h a t  t i m e ?  

A.  W e l l ,  mos t  i f  it was s t i l l  i n t a c t .  I was g o i n g  t o  
s a y  t h e r e  were some f i r e s ,  b u t  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  
w e r e  any f i r e s  i n  t h e r e .  T h e r e  w e r e  a number o f  d e a d  t h r o u g h -
o u t  t h e  a r e a ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  area. 

Q V i e t n a m e s e  d e a d ?  

A. V i e t n a m e s e  d e a d ,  t h a t ' s  correct. 

Q. You were low enough t o  see them? 

Y e s .  

Q .  How many d e a d  d i d  you  see, would  y o u  e s t i m a t e ?  

A. I don ' t  know, I would  s a y  o v e r  30,  o v e r  30. 

Q. S c a t t e r e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  or- -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They w e r e  s p o t t e d  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  B u t  a g a i n  now, i f  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f  
t h e  r i g h t  d a y ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w e r e  g r e a t e r  numbers o f  them 
much c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r .  A s  I recal l  i t  was t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  o r  
r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Now I ' m  p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  l i t t l e  g r o u p  
o f  h o u s e s ,  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  I t  seems i i k e  t h e y  w e r e  
on t h e  e a s t  s i d e - - c o r r e c t i o n ,  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d .  I ' l l  s a y  
t h a t  t h e  l a r g e r  number t h a t  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f ,  it was r i g h t  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  I b e l i e v e .  You see t h i s  main r o a d  coming s o u t h  
o u t  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  o r  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Out  o f  t h e - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  P o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l ,  
coming s o u t h  o u t  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  

A .  And t h e n  a s  I s a i d ,  I s p o t t e d  d e a d  h e r e  and  t h e r e  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you  p h o t o g r a p h  E x h i b i t  P-45 which  
i s  a n  o b l i q u e  a s  you c a n  r e c o g n i z e .  I t  was t a k e n  f rom w e s t  t o  
e a s t .  Y o u ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  . I n  o t h e r  words  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  o f  t h e  p h o t o  i s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  My L a i .  
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A. Okay, I see it. 

Q .  Does t h a t  g i v e  you a b e t t e r  a e r i a l  view pe rhaps?  

A.  T h a t ' s  n o t  what i t  looked  l i k e  a t  a l l .  A s  I 
r e c a l l ,  what I mean i s ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  was much more i n t a c t  and 
i t  d i d  n o t  look  a t  a l l  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q .  W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  a r e c e n t  photograph .  

A. NOW, t h i s  i s  what t h e  v i l l a g e s  j u s t  e a s t  o f  My L a i  
looked  l i k e .  They looked  a b o u t  l i k e  t h a t .  But t h i s  i s  
n o t  ve ry  h e l p f u l ,  f r a n k l y .  But t h e  major-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  w e  have a s k e t c h  o f  My L a i  t h a t ' s  
made by e n g i n e e r s .  A l l  r i g h t ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you r e c a l l  
on t h i s  day s e e i n g  some b o d i e s  j u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  My L a i ,  
g e n e r a l l y  a l o n g  t h e  no r th - sou th  trail: How many b o d i e s  d i d  
you see h e r e .  

A. The most  o f  them, p robab ly  20. 

Q. Were t h e y  s c a t t e r e d  o r  w e r e  t h e y  bunched? 

A. No, t h e y  were bunched; i t  looked  l i k e - - t h e y  w e r e  
n o t  bunched. I t  looked  l i k e  a s  though someone had a t  l e a s t  
d r u g  them o u t  o f  t h e  roadway and d rug  them o f f  t o  t h e  same 
s i d e  o f  t h e  road ,  I would s a y .  I f  t h e y  had been  k i l l e d  on t h e  
road  o r  had been  k i l l e d  i n  houses--and it j u s t  s o  happens 
t h a t ' s  t h e  s i d e  t h e  houses  w e r e  on--they may have  been  k i l l e d  
i n  o r  around t h e i r  houses ,  and j u s t  been t a k e n  O u t s i d e  t h e i r  
houses .  They would have ended up on t h a t  s i d e  o f  t h e  road  
anyway. I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  s u r e  abou t  a l l  o f  t h i s .  A s  I s a y ,  I 
hope I J :ve  g o t  t h e  r i g h t  v i l l a g e  and I hope I ' v e  g o t  t h e  r i g h t  
day.  I ' m  r e a l l y  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  what I t h i n k .  A s  I 
s a i d ,  I was v e r y  low t h a t  day ,  i f  t h i s  i s  t h a t  same day.  

Q. How low i s  ve ry  low? 

A. 50 f e e t .  A s  low as I c o u l d  g e t .  About a s  h i g h  
as t h e  trees, you c o u l d  measure them, and f i n d  o u t .  

Q. And c o u l d  you s t a te  a n y t h i n g  abou t  t h e  ages  o r  
s e x e s  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  group you s a w  t h e r e ,  s o u t h  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. They seemed t o  b e  o f  a l l  ages  and a l l  s e x e s .  
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Q. Women, c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men, young men? Is t h a t  what 
you mean? 

A.  R igh t .  L e t  m e  s a y  though,  t h i s  i s  from 50 f e e t  
a t  a b o u t  100 k n o t s ,  s o  t h a t ' s  t h e  accu racy  o f  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n .  

Q I unde r s t and .  And t h e n  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  y o u r  
low p a s s e s  o v e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  you saw a d d i t i o n a l  b o d i e s  o t h e r  
t h a n  t h i s  one  group? 

A. Yes. 

Q. They were s c a t t e r e d  g e n e r a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. R igh t .  

Q. Did you n o t i c e  whether  o r  n o t  t h e r e  w a s  any b u r n i n g  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was some f i r e s .  I 
b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was. I t  looked  a s  i f  p r o b a b l y  t h e y  were 
r e s i d u a l  f i r e s ,  maybe from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  t h a t  went  i n .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I was t h e r e  f o r  t h e  l i f t  i t s e l f .  I w a s  n o t  
t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  it w a s  j u s t  t h e  smoulders  l e f t  o f  
t h e  f i r e s  o r  t h e r e  were a c t u a l l y  f i r e s  b u r n i n g .  I ' m  p rone  
t o  b e l i e v e  though it  was j u s t  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  a f i r e ,  
you might  s a y .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e r e  was smoke coming up 
from h e r e  and t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  n o t  d e s t r o y e d .  
I t  had been  damaged more i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  a s  I r e c a l l  t h a n  
i t  had been  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t .  I t  s t i l l  was n o t  d e s t r o y e d ,  
had  n o t  been  l e v e l e d .  

Q. Where were t h e  ground f o r c e s ,  t h e  f r i e n d l y  ground 
f o r c e s  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  a s  you w e r e  making your  low p a s s e s ?  

A. I saw them a l l  o v e r  t h e  a r e a .  They had p r e t t y  
w e l l  gone t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a .  They w e r e  n o t  i n  
u n i t  fo rma t ion  anyway, t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Did you see any more l a r g e r  g r o u p s ,  more t h a n  
two o r  t h r e e  dead i n  any one  s p o t ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o n e  y o u ' v e  
d e s c r i b e d ?  

A. N O ,  o n l y  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  h a m l e t ,  t h e  subhamle t  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  My L a i ?  
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A. W e l l ,  I saw i t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  a n y t h i n g  
w i t h  t h a t .  N O ,  I c a n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  a t h i n g  w i t h  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  
remember t r o o p s  i n  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember any o f  o u r  t r o o p s  
up t h e r e .  

Q Did you see any t r o o p s  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime?  

A. To t h e  e a s t ?  N O ,  n o t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  many a d d i t i o n a l  a i r c r a f t  o f  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  v a r i e t y  b e i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  always s l i c k s ,  and guns ,  and 
s c o u t s  c i r c l i n g  t h e r e  j u s t  l i k e  w e  w e r e  do ing  VR o r  f l y i n g  
r e s u p p l y ,  o r  medevac, or whatever .  W e l l ,  no ,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l .  I know t h e y  were t h e r e ;  i t  would have been  unusual  
i f  t h e y  had n o t  been  o u t .  I t h i n k  I would have remembered 
t h a t .  

Q.  The r eason  I a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  because  f o r  you 
t o  g e t  down t o  50 f e e t  a t  100 k n o t s  i n  a f i x e d  wing w i t h  
h e l i c o p t e r s  a l s o  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  would have caused  you some 
concern o r  caused  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  some concern .  

A. I t  caused  m e  conce rn ,  t o o .  

Q. And t o  do t h i s  i t  must have been r e l a t i v e l y  c l e a r ,  
i n  o r d e r  f o r  you t o  g e t  down t h a t  low. 

A. W e l l ,  it w a s  a c l e a r  day.  

Q .  C l e a r  o f  h e l i c o p t e r s .  

A. Oh, c l e a r  o f  h e l i c o p t e r s .  No, t h e r e  w e r e  h e l i c o p -
ters i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  I was very  a l e r t  f o r  them, I looked  f o r  
t h o s e  t h i n g s .  A c t u a l l y  from o u r  working a l t i t u d e s  which go 
from ground a l l  t h e  way up t o  1 ,500  f e e t ,  you f i n d  h e l i c o p t e r s  
a l l  t h e  way up. A t  1 ,500  f e e t  t h a t ' s  your  C t C  s h i p  up t h e r e ,  
and y o u ' l l  f i n d  o t h e r s  do ing  one  mis s ion  o r  a n o t h e r  r i g h t  on 
down. T h e r e ' s  no a l t i t u d e  y o u ' r e  clear o f  them u n l e s s  you go 
above 1 ,500  f e e t ,  and t h e n  you c a n ' t  work from t h o s e  h i g h e r  
h e i g h t s .  

Q. When you came i n t o  t h i s - a r e a  on t h a t  day do you 
remember check ing  i f  t h e r e  w a s  any a r t i l l e r y  f i r i n g ?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t  remember checking .  I would have done 
i t  though p r i o r  t o  e n t e r i n g ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember check ing .  
But  r o u t i n e l y  I w i l l  c a l l  when e n t e r i n g  an a r e a  l i k e  t h i s  
and a s k  i f  t h e y  a r e  f i r i n g .  

Q A f t e r  you made your  low p a s s e s  o v e r  t h e  a r e a  
do you r e c a l l  what you d i d  t h e n  o r  where you went?  

A. The b e s t  I can remember, a l l  I d i d  w a s  v i s u a l  
r e c o n n a i s s a n c e .  I moved o n . o u t  t o  t h e  e a s t  and t r i e d  t o  
p i c k  up what would look  l i k e .  m a l e s  w i t h  weapons,  i f  I c o u l d  
s p o t  any o f  t h o s e  moving. And a s  I s a y  p e o p l e  w e r e  moving, 
I d o n ' t  remember what k i n d  t h e y  w e r e  o r  a n y t h i n g  e l se ,  b u t  
t h e r e  w e r e  numbers o f  p e o p l e  moving. I w a s . t r y i n g  t o  t a i k  
t o  t h e  u n i t s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h o s e  b l o c k i n g  
p o s i t i o n s ,  t r y i n g  t o  d i r e c t  them t o  t h e  movement so t h e y  
cou ld  go o u t  and i n t e r c e p t  them. 

Q. On 16  March, w e  have  e v i d e n c e  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
t h e  Navy s w i f t b o a t s  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  a s  w e l l .  
And t h e  u n i t  was a s s u a l t e d  i n t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  o f  P i n k v i l l e  
was moving o v e r  c l o s e  t o  o r  pe rhaps  even  on t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  
C r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  j u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  P i n k v i l l e  i n  t h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and  moving down i n t o  t h i s  p e n i n s u l a .  Do you 
r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any t r o o p s  o v e r  i n  t h e r e  and t h e  s w i f t b o a t s  
o p e r a t i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  I remember s w i f t b o a t s  o u t  h e r e  and  I r e m e m -
b e r  t r o o p s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  a g a i n  I c a n ' t  t i e  t h a t  t o  a d a t e ,  
because  w e  w e r e  i n  t h e r e  more t h a n  once .  R o u t i n e l y ,  whenever 
w e  had ground u n i t s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h e r e  would b e ' p e o p l e  f l e e i n g  
down t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  down t o  t h i s  s and  s p i t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And 
t h e r e ' s  a f e r r y  t h e y  had  set  up down h e r e  and t h e y  would c r o s s  
i n t o  t h e  Quang Ngai s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  go t o  t h e  Quang Ngai 
s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  

And I do  remember s w i f t b o a t s  b e i n g  o f f  t h e  c o a s t .  
And I remember u n i t s  down t h e r e ,  b u t  a g a i n  I c a n ' t  recall--
now o n e . t h i n g  I do remember a b o u t  s w i f t b o a t s - i f  you happen 
t o  have t h i s  b i t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i s  t h a t  once ,  when t h e r e  
w e r e  what appea red  t o  be VC f l e e i n g ,  VC males, you know, 
c a r r y i n g  guns and  what n o t  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h e y  w e r e  o u t  o f  
r ange  o f  o u r  ground u n i t s  and t h e  s w i f t b o a t s  f i r e d  on them. 
Now d i d  t h i s  happen t h e  day we're t h i n k i n g  o f ?  Did t h e  s w i f t -
b o a t s  f i r e  a t  anybody f l e e i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h ?  T h i s  happened on 
one  o f  o u r  t r i p s  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  I b e l i e v e  though i t  was on 
an e a r l i e r  one.  I t h i n k  w e  had some armored u n i t s  i n  t h e r e  
on t h i s  e a r l i e r  one.  
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Q- W e  a l s o  have r eason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a b o u t  0 9 4 5  i n  
t h e  morning, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you saw something  impact  on 
t h e  beach and were concerned o r  wondering who was do ing  t h e  
f i r i n g .  

A. Yes, a r t i l l e r y .  I though t  somebody had f i r e d  
an a r t i l l e r y  round. 

Q O r  m o r t a r s ?  

A. O r  m o r t a r s .  

Q Could have come from e i t h e r  s w i f t b o a t s  o r  from 
t h e  o r g a n i c  m o r t a r s  of  t h e  r i f l e  company. Does t h a t  r e f r e s h  
your  memory any? 

A. No, because  t h i s  i s  n o t  unusual  e i t h e r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any dead b o d i e s  a l o n g  t h e  
p e n i n s u l a  o r  i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  sou thwes t  o f  P i n k v i l l e ,  a t  
t h i s  t ime?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  l a r g e  numbers o f  p e o p l e  
e v a c u a t i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  o u t  o f  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. There  were some. I d o n ' t  remember i t  b e i n g  a 
g r e a t  number. I t h i n k  t h e r e  were some going  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
though. Now, how many? I 'd s a y  groups o f  f i v e  'and a group 
o f  t h r e e ,  you know, and a couple  s i n g l e s  and s o  on ,  moving 
i n  t h a t  way. 

Q. When you saw t h e s e  b o d i e s  on t h i s  day i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  My L a i ,  whichever  day it was, what t h o u g h t  
s t r u c k  you? 

A. I t h o u g h t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  had been o f f  when 
t h e y  f i r s t  f i r e d  and had g o t t e n  them. 

Q. And what a b o u t  t h e  peop le  you saw s c a t t e r e d  through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t h o u g h t  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  e i t h e r  k i l l e d  t h a t  way 
o r  some o f  them i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  w e r e  males, m i l i t a r y - a g e  males. 
I n  f a c t ,  I ' l l  say  t h a t  I d o n ' t  remember a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  
m i l i t a r y - a g e  males  on t h e  s c a t t e r e d  p a r t  t h a t  went on i n t o  t h e  
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v i l l a g e .  I t h o u g h t  p o s s i b l y  t h e y  had been  k i l l e d  i n  f i r e  
f i g h t s  l a t e r  on.  Where I saw t h e  mixed ages  and s e x e s ,  
I t h o u g h t  v e r y  l i k e l y  t h e y  c o u l d  have been k i l l e d  by t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p .  

Q .  Tha t  was t h e  group t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  immedia te ly  
t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  Righ t .  I n  f a c t ,  t h i s  was e x a c t l y  my t h o u g h t .  
And I s a i d ,  "Well ,  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  
w e  h a v e n ' t  been  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  many t i m e s  and  t h e s e  
peop le  were n o t  t a k i n g  any p r e c a u t i o n s  wha t soeve r  and o u r  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  t h a t  morning,  p robab ly  g o t  t hem,"  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  j u s t  w e r e  n o t  e x p e c t i n g  an a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q Were you m o n i t o r i n g  o r  t a l k i n g  on t h e  Task 
Force  Ba rke r  command n e t ?  

A. Probab ly  I was. Unless  I had  a s p e c i f i c  message 
f o r  some company, a t  t i m e s  I c o u l d n ' t  t a l k  t o  them, when t h e r e  
was t o o  much t r a f f i c  on t h e  command n e t .  I would s w i t c h  o v e r  
t o  t h e  company f r e q  and g e t  my message a c r o s s  and t h e n  g e t  
back on t h e  command f r e q .  I changed f r e q u e n c i e s  p r e t t y  
f r e e l y  from t h e  command t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  companies.  

Q .  Again t o  t r y  t o  g e t  you t o  f i x  16  March i n  y o u r
mind, t h e r e  w e r e  some e v e n t s ,  c o i n c i d e n c e s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  
t h a t  might  h e l p  you t o  r e c a l l .  One i s  o u r  d u s t o f f s ;  t h e r e  
was a d u s t o f f .  There  were t h r e e  a s  a matter o f  f a c t ,  however 
t h e r e  would have been  p robab ly  o n l y  two o f  t h e s e  d u s t o f f s  
o c c u r  w h i l e  you w e r e  on s t a t i o n ,  maybe even  t h r e e .  The f i r s t  
of  t h e  d u s t o f f s  was t o  the- -

(The w i t n e s s  i n t e r p o s e d  by i n d i c a t i n g  a l o c a t i o n  
on E x h i b i t  MAP-5.) 

No, t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  d u s t o f f s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  was t o  
t h e  a r e a  o v e r  n e a r  P i n k v i l l e ,  you might  n o t  have  s e e n  t h a t  one .  

A.  Okay'. 

Q T h i s  was made by a r e g u l a r  medevac a i r c r a f t  h e l i -
c o p t e r .  The second d u s t o f f  was made by a C & C  a i r c r a f t ,  a l s o  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  P i n k v i l l e ,  i n  f a c t  by C o l o n e l  BARKER h i m s e l f  
on o r  a b o u t  0930 h o u r s ,  0935 h o u r s ,  somewhere i n  t h a t  t i m e  f rame.  
That  one  would have o c c u r r e d  soon a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n .  
Can you r e c a l l  any c o n v e r s a t i o n s  abou t  a d u s t o f f ,  and C o l o n e l  
BARKER go ing  i n  t o  g e t  t h e  wounded h i m s e l f ?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I would have been  s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g  
t o  him, e x c e p t  t o  know where t h e y  were coming from and i f  t h e y  
had been r e c e i v i n g  ground f i r e ,  I might .  

Q I t h o u g h t  you might r e c a l l  mon i to r ing  t h a t .  The 
o r i g i n a l  c a l l  i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  wanted a d u s t o f f  and t h e y  c a l l e d  
f o r  a d u s t o f f .  Then Colonel  BARKER dec ided  t h a t  h e  would go 
i n  and p i c k  him up h imse l f  and t a k e  him back to--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h e r e  some reason  t h a t  t h e  
r e g u l a r  d u s t o f f  would n o t  o r  d i d  n o t  go i n  t h e r e ?  

Q .  No, n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

A. T h a t ' s  a n o t h e r  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  o f  a C&C a i r c r a f t  
coming down? 

A. No, t h i s  a g a i n  was n o t  unusual .  

Q The t h i r d  d u s t o f f  o c c u r r e d  somewhere on o r  abou t  
1020 h o u r s ,  1030 h o u r s ,  a f t e r  you had been on s t a t i o n  an 
hour  o r  s o .  I t  o c c u r r e d  r i g h t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  of My Lai ( 4 )  . 
A. No. I was t h i n k i n g ,  d i d  we have any r e s u p p l y  
i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  Did w e  have any s l i c k s  r e s u p p l y  i n  anywhere 
i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

Q. W e l l ,  we had some s l i c k s  l a n d i n g  i n  t h e r e .  They 
w e r e n ' t  r e s u p p l y i n g  as such .  

A. I mean t h i s  i s  p r i o r  t o  d u s t o f f ,  d i d  w e  have 
s l i c k s .  coming i n  h e r e ?  

A. NO,  n o t  t o  o u r  knowledge. 

A.  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  I did--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you recal l  s l i c k s  l a n d i n g  i n  
t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  I though t  I d i d .  I ' l l  j u s t  s a y  I d o n ' t  
remember enough t o  make any s t a t e m e n t  abou t  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  
remember any d u s t o f  f o r  any th ing .  

Q- Okay. The second i n c i d e n t  t h a t  might  h e l p  you 
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r e c a l l  i s  h e r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  H i l l  85. The War lords ,  t h e  
a e r o - s c o u t ,  w i t h  a l i t t l e  H-23 h e l i c o p t e r  bubb le  and a c o u p l e  
o f  Huey gunships--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They k i l l e d  a coup le  I t h i n k ,  d i d n ' t  
t h e y ?  

Q. No, t h e y  d i s c o v e r e d  some m o r t a r  t u b e s ,  m o r t a r  rounds 
and i n s e r t e d .  They had been  i n s e r t e d  when you a r r i v e d  on 
s t a t i o n .  They had t r o o p s  on t h e  ground,  p robab ly  when you 
g o t  t h e r e  and w e r e  go ing  t o  blow i n  p l a c e ,  t h e  m o r t a r  rounds .  

A. I remember t h a t ,  b u t  a s  I r e c a l l  I h e a r d  a b o u t  it 
a f t e r  I g o t  back on t h e  ground. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I saw t h i - s  
o r  maybe I h e a r d  them s a y  w e  found something down h e r e ,  b u t  
I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I remember t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I t  was one  o f  t h e  
w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  f l ew  h e l i c o p t e r s  back a t  Duc Pho t h a t  
I was t a l k i n g  t o ,  t h a t  s p o t t e d  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  H e  w a s  i n  t h e  
H-23 I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  one t h a t  s p o t t e d  them. But you s a y  War-
l o r d s ,  t h e y  came o u t  o f  Chu L a i ,  s o  maybe t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  same. 
What d i d  t h e y  f i n d ?  Can I a sk?  

Q They i n i t i a l l y  r e p o r t e d  two m o r t a r  t u b e s ,  which .-..,, 
was s u b s e q u e n t l y  changed t o  twenty 60mm rounds .  And once  -,. -,, 
t h e y  g o t  i n  t h e r e  and dug around t h e y  upped it t o  f o r t y  60mm V: 
mor ta r  rounds ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  log .  

Could you g i v e  m e  any names? What I remember a b o u t  
-I

A. -1 
i t ,  i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  same i n c i d e n t ,  I h e a r d  a b o u t  it when I g o t  
back on t h e  ground. I d o n ' t  remember a n y t h i n g  w h i l e  I was 
f l y i n g .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  mon i to r ing  any r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  
w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  day? Do you r e c a l l  
s e e i n g  t h e  dead  h e r e ?  Do you r e c a l l  mon i to r ing  any a c t i v i t i e s  
o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  w h a t ' s  go ing  on on t h e  
ground,  between t h e  C&C a i r c r a f t  and t h e  ground commander. 

A. N o , ' I  d o n ' t .  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q Coyote 6 was t h e  c a l l  s i g n  f o r  Co lone l  BARKER. 

A. R igh t .  

Q C h a r l i e  6 was t h e  man on t h e  ground i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  My L a i .  Bravo 6 w a s  on t h e  ground i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Pink-
v i l l e  t o  t h e  sou thwes t .  Alpha 6 was t h e  c a l l  s i g n  o f  t h e  i n -
d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  b l o c k i n g  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  
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A. Y e s .  

Q. Sane Drank D e l t a  was t h e  s w i f t b o a t  c a l l  s i g n .  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  a s t a n d a r d  c a l l  s i g n ,  a l l  t h e s e  mean, 
a r e  s t a n d a r d  c a l l  s i g n s .  But I d o n ' t  remember any r a d i o  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t h a t  day .  I mean, I know t h a t  w e  had some, 
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember any o f  them a s  b e i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  t h e r e  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  p e r h a p s .  
The t r o o p s  were s t i l l  i n  t h e  f i e l d  on t h e  1 7 t h .  W e  have  
r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  B Company and C Company RON'd j u s t  
s o u t h  o f  t h e  hook i n  t h e  D i e m  D i e m  River--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s .  

Q. On t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 6 t h .  And on t h e  1 7 t h ,  B 
Company went down t h e  p e n i n s u l a ,  went  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  and t h e n  
c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  and down t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  And C Company 
went due s o u t h .  They went  a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  Quang Ngai 
R ive r  and t h e n  t u r n e d  around and came back and l a a g e r e d  i n  
somewhere h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  My Khe ( 3 )  
p e r h a p s ,  o r  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 7 t h .  
Again t h e y  had  l i t t l e ,  b u t  t h e y  d i d  p o l i c e  up a few--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  o n l y  one t i m e ,  do I remember 
o u r  u n i t s  moving down h e r e  and back now. Maybe t h e y  d i d  it 
more t h a n  once ,  b u t  once  I do remember them g o i n g  down and 
back.  And a s  you s a i d  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  o r  no a c t i v i t y ,  t h a t  
I r e c a l l .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  some minor f i r e  f i g h t s  down 
t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  t h a t  would conce rn  m e ,  i n  
o t h e r  words.  I d i d n ' t  pay any p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t .  
I mean no need  f o r  a i r  s u p p o r t .  I remember, I g u e s s  you can 
check your  l o g  and  see i f  t h e y  d i d  go down t h e r e  more t h a n  
once ,  b u t  I remember them go ing  down once  and coming back .  
I d o n ' t  know i f  w e  d i d  t h a t  more t h a n  once  o r  n o t ,  d u r i n g  
t h i s  2 month p e r i o d .  

Q. D o  you remember s e e i n g  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  day ,  t r o o p s ?  

A. Our t r o o p s ?  Our t r o o p s  are v e r y  e a s y  t o  see a s  you 
w e l l  know. T h e r e ' s  no m i s s i n g  them. I remember s e e i n g  them 
moving a l o n g  r a t h e r  r e l a x e d l y ,  you might  s a y ,  no  p a r t i c u l a r  
conce rn .  

Q.  Do you remember s e e i n g  any dead? 

A. No. 
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Q.  Do you r e c a l l  on t h e  day t h a t  t h e y  were p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  t h e i r  moving down and  back ,  o v e r f l y i n g  t h e  My L a i  a r e a  o r  
l o o k i n g  back o v e r  t h e  a r e a  t h a t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  t o  see i f  it h a d  been  c l e a n e d  
up,  p o l i c e d  up,  and it had been .  

Q .  I t  had been .  Did you see any b u r n i n g  on t h a t  day
i n  t h e  My L a i  a r e a  o r  t o  t h e  s o u t h  a s  t h e  t r o o p s  w e r e  moving 
down t h e r e ?  

A. N O ,  i f  I am t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  r i g h t  day t h e r e  was 
n o t h i n g  o f  any s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  a l l  happening  back  o v e r  t o  t h e  
w e s t ,  t h e  My L a i  a r e a .  The o n l y  a c t i v i t y ,  a s  I recall t h i s ,  
was a v e r y  q u i e t  day t h a t  t h o s e  p e o p l e  moved. I mean, o u r  
u n i t  moved down t o  t h e  r i v e r  and back .  I d o n ' t  remember any 
a c t i v i t y  t o  speak  o f .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any l a r g e  number o f  Vietnamese e v a d i n g  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  on t h i s  day? 

A. N O ,  I d o n ' t .  I t  seems l i k e  t h e  o n l y  t i m e  I saw 
them evad ing  i n  g r e a t  numbers, was t h a t  f i r s t  day .  -9. 

?? 

Q. 1 8  March, t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w e  have  i s  t h a t  Ln 
C Company, t h e  C h a r l i e  u n i t ,  moved t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  a c r o s s  on 
t o  t h e  i s l a n d  o r  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  They w e r e  e x t r a c t e d  i n  t h e  -4 
a f t e r n o o n  somewhere between 1420 and 1630.  B Company moved -i 
on up t h e  p e n i n s u l a  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  up toward  t h i s  a r e a .  
Alpha Company was i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  go ing  on back  by f o o t .  
Do you r e c a l l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  ground u n i t  on t h e  1 8 t h ,  
t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  o f  P i n k v i l l e .  

A. L e t  m e  a sk  someth ing .  Did t h i s  u n i t  c r o s s  on o v e r  
on t o  t h e  Binh Duc and work on up? 

Q Not t o  my knowledge. 

A. Not ' t o  y o u r  knowledge? I d o n ' t  remember working 
w i t h  them t h e n .  

Q. They pe rhaps  c o u l d  have  f i r e d  some a r t i l l e r y  o v e r  
t h e r e .  

A. T h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  An Hai ( 2 ) ,  t h e r e  w e r e  g r e a t  
numbers o f  Vietnamese i n  t h e r e .  Usua l ly  when w e  w e r e  n o t  a round ,  
you might  s a y .  And any t i m e  o u r  u n i t s  moved there- -and  t h i s  
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was on s e v e r a l  occas ions- -you 'd  see q u i t e  a number o f  them 
e i t h e r  g e t t i n g  i n  t h e i r  b o a t s  and moving o u t  o r  moving 
o u t  on f o o t ,  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  Again t h i s  happened more 
t h a n  once and s o  I d o n ' t  know about  t h i s  day.  Once w e  d i d  
c r o s s  on o v e r .  W e  had a u n i t  t h a t  moved a l l  t h e  way around 
t h e  Binh Duc p e n i n s u l a  and I was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  t i e  it w i t h  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  movement. 

(LTC PATTERSON gave a n e g a t i v e  r e s p o n s e . )  

They d i d  n o t  do i t .  Okay, no ,  I c a n ' t  s a y  any- 
t h i n g  about  t h a t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a t  any t i m e  i n  t h i s  t i m e  frame o f  
1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8  March h e a r i n g  any d i s c u s s i o n  a t  Duc Pho, e i t h e r  
a t  t h e  174 th  where you w e r e  s o c i a l l y  i n v o l v e d  o r  around 
t h e  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  conce rn ing  any o f  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  
t r a n s p i r e d  w i t h i n  Task Force  Barker?  

A. Only t h a t  m o r t a r  t u b e  t h i n g ,  t h e  cache  t h e y  
found down t h e r e  i s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I can recal l .  

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  a n y t h i n g  abou t  a l a r g e  number o f  
c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No. 

Q .  Vietnamese c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I made a comment a b o u t  i t ,  j u s t  my own f a c t s  you 
might  say- - i f  t h i s  is  t h e  same day--and I s a i d  what I t o l d  you 
e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  no doub t  t h e  p r e p ,  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  had caugh t  
t h o s e  peop le  unguarded,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. They j u s t  w e r e n ' t  
e x p e c t i n g  i t  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  t h e  t h i n g  
was s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  m e .  A s  I s a i d ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  had been un-
touched  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  and t h e r e  was a number o f  dead  around 
and I su rmised  t h a t  w a s  what had happened,  t h e  f i r s t  p r e p  
had gone i n  o f f  t a r g e t .  

Q .  Did you h e a r  any th ing?  

A. No. Fo r  one t h i n g ,  most o f  t h e  t r o o p s  i n v o l v e d  
h e r e  moved back up t o  D o t t i e  o r  U p t i g h t .  They d i d  n o t  come 
back down t o  Duc Pho. 

Q .  Did you h e a r  any t a l k  abou t  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
b e i n g  conducted  i n t o  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  were t a k e n ,  and t o  
de t e rmine  how t h e y  w e r e  k i l l e d ?  
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A. No, I d i d  n o t .  

Q. Did you h e a r  any t a l k  about  any i n c i d e n t s  o r  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  between h e l i c o p t e r  peop le  and t h e  ground 
f o r c e s ?  

A. No. 

Q Did you see any h e l i c o p t e r s  l a n d  on e i t h e r  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  
o r  1 8  March, i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  t h a t  you can  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e c a l l ?  ' 

A. Not t h a t  I can  s p e c i f i c a l l y  recall ,  b u t  I know I 
saw them l a n d ,  because  it would have been ve ry  unusual  had t h e y  
n o t  l anded ,  and I would have t aken  n o t e  o f  t h a t .  

Q T h e r e ' s  a n o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  mentioned 
y e t .  Sometime, p robab ly  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  you w e r e  on s t a t i o n  
on 16  March, t h e  bubble  h e l i c o p t e r  landed somewhere t o  t h e  
e a s t  o f  My L a i ,  300 o r  400 meters maybe. Also some gunships  
s a t  down t h e r e ,  o r  a gunsh ip  sa t  down and evacua ted  some o f  
t h e  c i v i l i a n s  from t h e  a r e a .  A t  one t ime t h e r e  w a s  t h e  
bubble  h e l i c o p t e r  and t h e  gunship  on t h e  ground a t  t h e  same ;-. I 
t ime .  Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  t h i s ?  C-, 

U! 

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  Very l i k e l y  I 
cou ld  have been on o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t  and a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  -4 
up t h e r e  w i t h  t h a t  o t h e r  u n i t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  -4 

Q .  Did Colonel  MACLACHLAN e v e r  mention t o  you o r  
a s k  you about  any o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  t h e  m i s s i o n s  t h a t  were 
b e i n g  performed by Task Force  Barker  i n  t h e  v i c l n i t y  o f  
My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, n o t h i n g  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Was it r e p o r t e d  t o  you t h a t  h e ' d  asked  any o f  t h e  
o t h e r  FACs conce rn ing  what t h e y  had s e e n  a t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  o r  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 1 6 ,  1 7 ,  o r  1 8  March? 

A. Not t h a t  I remember. A s  I s a i d  now, i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  
day I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f ,  I v o l u n t e e r e d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  when I g o t  
back about  t h e  dead I ' d  s e e n .  

Q. To whom? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. I ' m  s u r e  it was t o  Major GOLDEN 
and Colonel  MACLACHLAN. I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t ' s  who it would 
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have been ,  because  t h a t ' s  t h e  peop le  I s p e n t  most o f  my t i m e  
w i t h .  You know, I s a i d  t h a t  s o c i a l l y  I saw t h e  1 7 4 t h .  I 
shou ld  c o r r e c t  t h a t .  I t  was more b r i g a d e  a v i a t i o n  peop le ,  
Major SMITH and wha tno t ,  t h a t  I d e a l t  w i t h  mos t ly ,  n o t  t h e  
174th .  Now I d i d  spend some t ime w i t h  them, b u t  more b r i g a d e  
a v i a t i o n  peop le .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  Major SMITH o r  M r .  HONDA 
abou t  i t ?  

A. I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  any c o n v e r s a t i o n s  o r  any rumors t h a t  
you h e a r d  abou t  any of  t h e  Task Force  Barker  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A .  N O ,  I d i d n ' t .  I d i d  n o t .  Did t h e  America1 pape r  
p u t  o u t  a b l u r b  on t h e  number o f  VC t h e y  had k i l l e d  i n  t h i s ,  
120 VC o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

Q Y e s ,  t h e y  d i d .  

A. Okay, I remember r e a d i n g  t h a t  and t h i s  was n o t  i n  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  anybody e l s e ,  and wondering myse l f ,  where 
were t h e y ?  I do  remember t h a t .  W e  g o t  a l i t t l e  newssheet  
o u t  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a l  D iv i s ion  it seemed, and t h e y  p u t  o u t  a 
l i t t l e  b l u r b .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  M-23, t h e  America1 
N e w s  S h e e t  f o r  Sunday 17  March, and ask you t o  r e a d  t h a t  
p l e a s e ,  s i r .  Is t h a t  t h e  account  t h a t  you r e c a l l  r e a d i n g ?  

A. T h i s  i s  it. Again, I d o n ' t  remember anyone 
t a l k i n g  t o  m e  abou t  any o f  t h i s .  I do remember r e a d i n g  t h i s  
and w ~ n d e r i n gwhere t h e y  had been k i l l e d ,  what a r e a  t h e y  
had been k i l l e d  i n .  And I took it t h a t  some o f  them a t  
l e a s t ,  and p o s s i b l y  more w e r e  t h e s e  t h a t  I had s e e n  i n  My 
L a i  ( 4 ) .  You remember t h a t  I t o l d  you t h e r e  w e r e  m i l i t a r y -
age  males back i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  and I assumed t h i s  was 
a p a r t  o f  them.' 

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  t h e  though t  s t r i k e  you o r  w a s  t h e r e  
any d e s c r e p a n c i e s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a r t i c l e  and what 
you h e a r d  conce rn ing  t h e  K I A s  r e p o r t e d ,  and what you had 
s e e n  t h a t  day? 

A. W e l l ,  I though t  t h e  number w a s  h i g h ,  b u t  a g a i n  
I was o n l y  t h e r e  f o r  2 h o u r s ,  and I d i d n ' t  know when t h e y  
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had been k i l l e d  o r  what .  Usual ly  we d i d n ' t  see t h e  dead 
anyway. Again, j u s t  t o  have a s  many b l a c k  s u i t e d  males as 
I had seen  was an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  p robab ly  were q u i t e  
a number t h a t  I d i d  n o t  see. 

Q Well, w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  ones you r e c a l l  
s e e i n g ,  o f  mixed ages  and s e x e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A l l  r i g h t ,  t h a t  ' s  down t o  t h e  
s o u t h .  

Q .  Did you a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  t h e  f i g u r e s  you r e a d ,  t h e r e  
b e i n g  a p a r t  o f  them? 

A. I wondered i f  t h e y  had been counted .  

Q .  You wondered? 

A. I d i d n ' t  ask o r  go any f u r t h e r .  I j u s t  wondered 
i f  t h e y  had been counted .  

Q Now you i n d i c a t e d  when you r e c a l l e d  d i s c u s s i n g  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o f  s e e i n g  t h e  b o d i e s  t h e r e  w i t h i n  t h e  FAC 
e lement .  

A. Within t h e  FAC w i t h  t h e  f o u r  o f  us .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  r e p o r t i n g  what you had  s e e n  t o  Colo-
n e l  MACLACLAN o r  t o  anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ?  

A. Wel l ,  it w o u l d n ' t  have been anyone else,  i f  I s a i d  
any th ing  i t  would p robab ly  have been t o  Major GOLDEN and Colo-
n e l  MACLACLAN. Now I d i d  make .a  comment t o  one  o r  b o t h  o f  
them, probably  b o t h  o f  them abou t  t h e  number. I s a i d  some-
t h i n g  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  "Gee, t h e y  r e a l l y  c a u g h t  them up 
t h e r e  t h i s  morning. " I d o n ' t  remember my words,  I ' m  j u s t  as -
suming t h e  way I normal ly  t a l k ,  t h a t ' s  what I would have s a i d .  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  whether  o r  n o t  you made any comments 
abou t  t h e  ages  and s e x e s  o f ' t h o s e ,  you had s e e n  k i l l e d ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  I d i d ,  because  t h i s  is  one  r e a s o n  I 
remembered t h o s e  t h a t  I though t  had  been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  
most l i k e l y ,  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q.  Do you know what a c t i o n  was t a k e n  o r  d i d  you r e q u e s t  
any a c t i o n  o r  w e r e  you r e p o r t i n g  i t  i n  an o f f i c i a l  n a t u r e ?  
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A.  Oh, no ,  i t  was u n o f f i c i a l .  There w e r e  t r o o p s  i n  
t h e  a r e a  and I had n o t  p u t  i n  t h e  a i r s t r i k e  t h a t  k i l l e d  them. 
The a r e a  was under  o b s e r v a t i o n  and i t  never  c r o s s e d  my mind 
t h a t  I s h o u l d  b e  p u t t i n g  i n  a r e p o r t  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  
T h i s  looked l i k e  a r e g u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h i s  w a s  t h e  o n l y  one  
I ' d  e v e r  s e e n  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e  p r e p  and t h e  l and ing .  and 
a l l  came o f f  r o u t i n e l y .  They had been s e n d i n g  back t h e i r  
r e p o r t s  r o u t i n e l y .  A s  I s a i d ,  I w a s n ' t  even t h e r e  when t h i s  
took  p l a c e .  I f l e w  o v e r  l a t e r  on and saw i t ,  s o  I d i d n ' t  
even c o n s i d e r  p u t t i n g  i n  a r e p o r t .  

Q. Then I under s t and  t h a t  you d i d  n o t .  When you 
were t a l k i n g  abou t  i t ,  you w e r e  n o t  making a r e p o r t  a s  such?  

A. Oh, no ,  it was back i n  t h e  t e n t  and w e  w e r e  
j u s t  c h a t t i n g  abou t  t h e  miss ion  and I j u s t  made t h i s  comment. 
There was no r e p o r t .  

Q. And you d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  it w a s  your  p l a c e  t o  make 
a r e p o r t  o r  you d i d n ' t  f e e l  i t  was n e c e s s a r y .  

A. D i d n ' t  f e e l  it was n e c e s s a r y ,  because  many peop le  
had s e e n  i t ,  everybody t h a t  was up t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  q u i t e  
a number o f  peop le  f l y i n g  up t h e r e  and t r o o p s  on t h e  ground 
a l s o .  So I d i d n ' t  make any r e p o r t .  I d i d  n o t  p u t  i n  an a i r -
s t r i k e ,  I d o n ' t  remember p u t t i n g  i n  an a i r s t r i k e .  I n  f a c t ,  
t h e  on ly  t ime I would do it  i s  i f  w e  s a w  something d e f i n i t e l y  
h o s t i l e  o r  i f  w e  r a n  i n t o  an enemy b l o c k i n g  p o s i t i o n ,  and I 
d o n ' t  remember do ing  t h i s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph E x h i E i t  P-41. 

A.  I ' v e  s e e n  t h i s  i n  t h e  pape r .  

Q. Do you recogn ize  t h a t  s c e n e  a s  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  you 
c o u l d  have s e e n  on 16 March? 

A .  No, i n  f a c t ,  I ' m  f a i r l y  c o n f i d e n t  t h i s  i s  n o t  what 
I saw, because 'wha t  I s a w  was n o t  on t h e  road .  I s a i d  it 
looked a s  i f  t h e y  had been t a k e n  o u t  o f  houses  o r  something.  
They were n o t  on a road .  

Q What w e r e  t h e y  on o r  i n ?  

A .  They w e r e  o v e r  t o  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  road .  They 
were p u l l e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  w e s t  s i d e .  
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Q .  I n  a paddy? 

A. No, it was n o t .  I t  seemed l i k e  an a r e a  between 
b u i l d i n g s .  I t  seemed l i k e  i t  was e i t h e r  i n  an  a r e a  between 
b u i l d i n g s  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  c l u s t e r  
o f  b u i l d i n g s  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  o r  between t h e  b u i l d i n g s  r i g h t  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  i n  t h e  bot tom edge  o f  it, o r  p o s s i b l y  on 
t h i s  road .  Again I c o u l d  b e  a l l  wrong on l o c a t i o n ,  b u t  it  
seemed t o  m e  i t  w a s  e i t h e r  h e r e ,  o r  th rough h e r e ,  o r  r i g h t  
th rough h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Somewhere a l o n g  h e r e ,  o f f  on t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  road .  And t h e y  w e r e  n o t  bunched t h a t  h e a v i l y ,  
n o t  bunched up t h a t  h e a v i l y .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g  con-
duc ted  conce rn ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I r e a d  s i n c e  t h e n  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
o n e ,  and I d i d n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  abou t  it. 

Q • Did you e v e r  h e a r  o r  d i s c u s s  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o t h e r  
t h a n  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you 've  i n d i c a t e d  you d i d ,  w h i l e  you w e r e  
i n  Vietnam? 

No. 
--. 

Q Did you h e a r  a b o u t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a t  any o t h e r  t ime?  l.i5 
NO. 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1059 h o u r s ,  ' 3  February  
1970. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1105 h o u r s ,  3 February  
1970. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l ' p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are a g a i n  
p r e s e n t .  

LTC PATTERSON: Do you recal l  s e e i n g  any b o d i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  
521, t h e  road  runn ing  g e n e r a l l y  sou thwes t  t o  n o r t h e a s t ,  j u s t  
s o u t h  of My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  I d i d  see a few a l o n g  t h e r e .  Not a s  
many a s  I saw i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  I do  t h i n k  I s a w  a few. 

(HANKS) 2 8  APP T-306 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. D o  you have a f e e l  f o r  where you s a w  them? 

A .  L e t  m e  u se  t h i s  p i c t u r e  ( E x h i b i t  P-1) .  I t h i n k  I 
saw them on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  o f  521, where t h i s  
t r a i l  comes i n  and back t h i s  way aways, p o s s i b l y  some. up 
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , t o o .  I t  seems l i k e  t h e y  were r i g h t  h e r e  
where t h i s  t r a i l  h i t s  521. 

Q L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e  t h e  w i t n e s s  was p o i n t i n g  
t o  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  n o r t h  s o u t h  t r a i l  and 521,  i n d i c a t i n g ,  
g e n e r a l l y ,  t o  t h e  sou thwes t  from t h a t  t r a i l  on o r  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  521. How many d i d  you see i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  Do you 
r e c a l l ?  

A. I would e s t i m a t e  f i v e  and no two w e r e  n e a r  one 
a n o t h e r .  They w e r e  n o t  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r .  

Q Did you see anyone s h o o t i n g  any p e o p l e  t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q.  Were t h e  ground t r o o p s  t h e r e  when you s a w  them? 

A. No. The ground t r o o p s  were f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

Q. Did you see t h e  ground t r o o p s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Where w e r e  t h e y  l o c a t e d ?  

A .  I t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e  t h roughou t  t h e  My L a i  V i l l a g e .  

Q. Were t h e y  between 521 and t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Some w e r e  on t h e  s o u t h  edge o f  e i t h e r  My L a i  o r  
some may have been i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  c l u s t e r  o f  b i l l e t s ,  j u s t  
s o u t h  o f  My La?. But none w e r e  down a t  521, i t s e l f .  I d i d n ' t  
see any down t h a t  f a r  s o u t h .  

Q. What k i n d  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  age  and s e x  
and s o  on ,  were t h e s e  t h a t  you s a w  a l o n g  521? 

A. They appeared  t o  a l l  b e  a d u l t s .  Sex ,  I ' m  n o t ' s u r e ,  
b u t  I t h i n k  it was p robab ly  mixed, b u t  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  a d u l t s .  
There  w e r e  no c h i l d r e n  down t h e r e .  
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Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you photograph E x h i b i t  P-31? 

A.  That  cou ld  have been them. I d i d n ' t  remember them 
b e i n g  q u i t e  t h a t  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  though. 

Q. These you t h i n k  cou ld  have been t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
a l o n g  521? 

A. Righ t ,  t h e y ' r e  g e n e r a l l y  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e ,  I 
assume t h i s  i s  t h e  s o u t h ;  do you know i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  s o u t h ?  

Q. No, w e  have r e a s o n  t o  t h i n k  though t h a t  t h i s  i s  
t h e  s o u t h  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  p i c t u r e .  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  d i f f e r e n t .  I t h o u g h t  I remember 
them b e i n g  g e n e r a l l y  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h a t  road  and n o t  
a s  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  a s  t h a t .  However, t h e y  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  
d r e s s e d  i n  b l a c k  and t h e y  looked l i k e  a d u l t s ,  and t h i s  cou ld  
ve ry  w e l l  b e  them. 

Q. Well, were t h e r e  any o t h e r  dead t h a t  you s a w  
b e s i d e  t h o s e  a t  521, t h o s e  s c a t t e r e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  you 've  i n d i c a t e d  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  
i n  t h e  group? 

A.  No, no o t h e r s .  

Q. S i r ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  thank you f o r  coming, making t h e  
t r i p  and you have h e l p e d  us indeed .  We'd l i k e  t o  g i v e  you 
an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s ta te  a n y t h i n g  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ' t h a t  you 
would c a r e  t o  s t a t e ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. Well ,  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I can s a y  is  t h e r e ' s  g r e a t  
doubt  i n  my mind t h a t  a n y t h i n g  I ' v e  r e p o r t e d  d i d  happen on 
t h e  1 6 t h ,  o r  t h e  1 7 t h ,  o r  t h e  1 8 t h ,  o r  i n  f a c t  t h a t  I have 
narrowed down t h e  exact v i l l a g e ,  o r  e x a c t  t r a i l ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  
e l s e .  I do know t h a t  some t ime i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  somewhere 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  I ' d i d  s e e  what I r e p o r t e d ,  b u t  whether  o r  n o t  i t  
was t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. I under s t and .  Is t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  conce rn ing  t h e  
e v e n t s  o f  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  o r  18  March t h a t  you can t h i n k  o f  t h a t  might 
b e  p e r t i n e n t  t o  o u r  i n q u i r y ,  t h a t  w e  have n o t  asked  you abou t?  

A.  No, I ' v e  r e p o r t e d  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I can  t h i n k  o f  
t h a t  would b e  o f  any i n t e r e s t .  
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Q You have no o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  would b e  o f  
a s s i s t a n c e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you have any o r  do you know whether  o r  n o t  you 
have any r e c o r d s ,  o r  p i c t u r e s ,  o r  any p h y s i c a l  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  
might a s s i s t  us?  

A. The o n l y  r e c o r d  I have i s  my f l y i n g  r e c o r d  and i t ' s  
o f  no h e l p  t o  me and I ' m  s u r e  it would b e  o f  less h e l p  t o  you. 
I have no p i c t u r e s ,  I d i d n ' t  have a camera o v e r  t h e r e .  The 
on ly  o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  would b e  t h e  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  o u r  t a c t i c a l  a i r  c o n t r o l  p a r t y  a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  s e n t  
i n  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  each day.  I doubt  s e r i o u s l y  if t h e r e  would 
b e  any th ing  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  them. I f  w e  d i d  n o t  p u t  i n  a i r  
s t r i k e s ,  a l l  w e  r e p o r t e d  w a s  f l y i n g  t i m e  f o r  t h e  day and VR 
and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it would be o f  any a s s i s t a n c e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  
o n l y  r e c o r d  I c o u l d  t h i n k  o f .  

Q. You recall  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  w i t h  Major GOLDEN, 
I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r .  

A. I c a l l e d  Major GOLDEN. We d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  a t  a l l .  I d i s c u s s e d  t h e  d a t e  w i t h  him and asked  
i f  h e  though t  h e  w a s  33  o r  i f  G r i f  SCARBOROUGH had t a k e n  o v e r  
t h e  c a l l  s i g n .  And Major GOLDEN t h i n k s  t h a t  h e  might  have 
been 3 3  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  

Q Did h e  i n d i c a t e  t o  you whether  o r  n o t  h e  had  
flown -on t h a t  day? 

A. I d i d n ' t  ask  him a b o u t  t h e  3 days .  W e  know h e  
f l ew t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 7 t h ,  because  h e  and I f l e w  t o g e t h e r  
t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q.  D i d ' h e  i n d i c a t e  t o  you whether  o r  n o t  h e  had flown 
on t h e  16th? 

A. No, h e  d i d n ' t .  I imagine h e  d i d  though. I imagine  
he f lew a l l  3 days .  

Q.  Do you have a n y t h i n g  else t o  add,  s i r ?  

A. T h a t ' s  it. 
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Q. W e  t hank  you very  much f o r  coming f o r t h  and w e  
a p p r e c i a t e  your  hones ty  and f o r t h r i g h t n e s s .  T h i s  h e a r i n g  
i s  r e c e s s e d .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1111 h o u r s ,  3 Februa ry  
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : HENDERSON, James H .  CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 26 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A s s i s t a n t  S3, Head-
q u a r t e r s  Company, l l t h  Brigade.  H e  was du ty  o f f i c e r  of  
t h e  Brigade Opera t ions  Center .  

1. PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

During t h e  J u l y  1966 through January  1967 p e r i o d  
Capta in  HENDERSON w a s  a company commander w i t h  t h e  l l t h  
Brigade i n  H a w a i i .  There was very  l i t t l e  emphasis , i f  any,  
on coun te r insurgency  t r a i n i n g  (pg. 2 0 ) .  A f t e r  he  moved 
t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  s t a f f  he  knew t h a t  t h e  S5 h imsel f  gave 
i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h e  company l e v e l ,  b u t  HENDERSON d i d  n o t  
know how many hours  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  were invo lved  (pg. 2 0 ) .  
H e  d i d  no t  know whether  counter insurgency was t a u g h t  a t  
t h e  company level  (pg.  20) . 
2. HENDERSON'S RESPONSIBLITIES AS TOC DUTY OFFICER. 

A s  t h e  b r i g a d e  TOC duty  o f f i c e r  it w a s  HENDERSON'S 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  r e c o r d  a l l  incoming c a l l s  from t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  b a t t a l i o n s  and t o  inform t h e  S3 o f  any m a t t e r s  
demanding h i s  a t t e n t i o n  (pg. 5 ) .  The t e l ephones  were 
p laced  a long a bench and w e r e  answered by e n l i s t e d  per-  
sonne l  who recorded t h e  message and gave it t o  HENDERSON 
f o r  a p p r o p r i a t e  response  (pg.  9 ) .  The completed t r a n s a c t i o n  
w a s  t h e n  typed i n t o  t h e  log .  

3. RADIO TRANSMISSIONS DURING THE OPERATION. 

There w a s  exc i tmen t  i n  t h g  TOC on t h e  day o f  t h e  My 
La i  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e r e  w a s  a f e e l i n g  o f  v i c t o r y  genera ted  
by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  B r i g a d e ' s  f i r s t  b i g  k i l l  
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(pgs .  6 ,  3 6 ) .  On t h e  1 6 t h  t h e  w i t n e s s  had one r a d i o  
moni tor ing  t h e  d i v i s i o n  n e t ,  a n o t h e r  r a d i o  moni tor ing  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  s e c u r i t y  n e t ,  and a r a d i o  moni tor ing  t h e  
b r i g a d e  n e t  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  He had t e l ephone  communication 
s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  TOC (pg.  8 ) .  He g o t  no r e p o r t  
on t h e  1 6 t h  concerning c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  (pg.  9 )  . H e  
r e c a l l e d  no t r a n s m i s s i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  ae ro - scou t s  
(pg.  1 3 ) .  The t h i n g  he remembered most about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
was t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  body count  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ) .  

4 .  LOG ENTRIES MADE ON THE 16TH. 

The w i t n e s s  cou ld  n o t  e x p l a i n  why t h e r e  was an e n t r y  
i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  l o g  of 69 K I A  a t  one set of  c o o r d i n a t e s  
and a n o t h e r  e n t r y  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  l o g  f i f t y  minutes l a t e r  
o f  69 K I A  due t o  a r t i l l e r y  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  set  o f  c o o r d i n a t e s  
(pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  no r e p o r t s  t h a t  were changed a f t e r  
be ing  r e c e i v e d  (pg. 7 ) .  HENDERSON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  making 
any o f  t h e  t h r e e  l o g  e n t r i e s  i n v o l v i n g  B/4/3, even a f t e r  
n o t i c i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was an e n t r y  g i v i n g  t h e  company a body 
count  o f  30 (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know why an 
e n t r y  i n  t h e  Task Force Barker  l o g  s t a t i n g  t h a t  none o f  t h e  
10 t o  11 c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  r e p o r t e d  by C Company were i n -
c luded i n  i t s  body count  and t h a t  a l l  of  B/4/3's body count  
was o f  VC was n o t  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  l o g  (pg. 8 ) .  He 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  such a r e p o r t  coming i n t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  TOC 
(pg.  8 )  . Since  t h i n g s  r e p o r t e d  t o  b r i g a d e  shou ld  have been 
more e l a b o r a t e l y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Task Force Barker  log  t h a n  t h e  
b r i g a d e  l o g ,  HENDERSON could  n o t  e x p l a i n  why t h e  Task Force 
l o g  made no mention o f  t h e  b r i g a d e  e n t r y  which s t a t e s  t h a t  
30 t o  40 VC had d e p a r t e d  t h e  a r e a  going e a s t  a t  0700 on 
16 March (pg.  2 1 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  no d i s c u s s i o n  concerning t h e  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  between t h i s  r e p o r t  and t h e  s t o r y  i n  t h e  
b r i g a d e  newspaper, d a t e d  22 March, t h a t  35 VC had moved i n t o  
t h e  a r e a  two hours  e a r l i e r  (pgs .  21, 2 2 ) .  This  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
s t r a n g e  s i n c e  t h e  PI0  l i e u t e n a n t  normally o b t a i n e d  h i s  
in fo rmat ion  from t h e  l o g  (pg .  2 2 ) .  HENDERSON d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
t h e  e n t r i e s  r ecorded  f o r  t h e  1 7 t h ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  remember any 
unusual  e v e n t s  be ing  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  day (pgs.  22,  2 3 ) .  

5 .  HENDERSON'S KNOWLEDGE ABOUT A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN A 
HELICOPTER PILOT AND GROUND FORCES. 

a .  From c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a t  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  mess. 

There was a conversa t ion  i n  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  mess on 
t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  concerning a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  who had 
landed h i s  a i r c r a f t  and o rde red  h i s  doorgunner t o  ward o f f  
American s o l d i e r s  whi le  he he lped a ~ i e t n a m e s e '  (pgs .  9 ,  1 0 ,  28) . 
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Those d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  cou ld  n o t  v i s u a l i z e  a h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  hav ing  h i s  guns on Americans and f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  seemed 
imposs ib le  (pg. 1 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know how t h i s  t a l k  
s t a r t e d ;  perhaps it came from t h e  d i v i s i o n  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  
(pgs.  1 2 ,  1 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  it came from anyone i n  t h e  
174th  Avia t ion  Company and he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  speaking t o  
Major GIBSON about  it (pg.  1 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  had hea rd  
no th ing  about  t h i s  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  TOC d u r i n g  t h e ,  
day (pg.  1 4 )  . 

b . From MCKNIGHT 's r e p o r t .  

About a  week,or perhaps more, a f t e r  t h e  My Lai  
o p e r a t i o n  w h i l e  a t  t h e  TOC t h e  w i t n e s s  saw a t y p e w r i t t e n  
page concerning t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  pass  from Major MCKNIGHT 
t o  Colonel  HENDERSON (pgs . 2 4 - 2 6 )  . The document was j u s t  
one page long and had no s t a t e m e n t s  a t t a c h e d  (pgs .  25, 26) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  recall  whose s i g n a t u r e  b lock was on it o r  t o  
whom it was addressed ,  b u t  he was under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  
it was e i t h e r  a document MCKNIGHT had p repared  f o r  t h e  
c o l o n e l  o r  a document MCKNIGHT had p repared  f o r  t h e  
C o l o n e l ' s  s i g n a t u r e  (pgs .  25, 27, 30; 3 8 ) .  The document 
which he saw was n o t  Colonel  HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  o f  
24 A p r i l  1968 (pgs .  23, 3 2 ) .  The r e p o r t  was d i r e c t e d  toward 
an a l l e g a t i o n  by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  about  somebody shoo t ing  
a c i v i l i a n  (pgs .  28, 37, 3 8 ) .  H e  was unable t o  r e a d  t h e  
r e p o r t , a n d  t h u s  remember i t s  d e t a i l s , b e c a u s e ,  a s  he r e c a l l e d  
it, t h e  paper  was be ing passed  from MCKNIGHT t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON a t  t h e  t ime he saw it (pgs .  25,  2 6 ) .  He remembered 
t h e  p a r t  about  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  because he  had hea rd  some-
t h i n g  about  it e a r l i e r  (pg.  2 4 ) .  From hearsay  and t h e  r e p o r t  
he ga ined  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  i t  was MEDINA who had s h o t  t h e  
c i v i l i a n  and upon whom t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ' s  guns were t r a i n e d  
whi le  t h e  p i l o t  checked on t h e  c i v i l i a n  (pgs .  28,  2 9 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  never  spoke t o  MEDINA about  t h i s  (pg .  2 4 ) .  H e  
r e c a l l e d  no comment i n  t h e  r e p o r t  about  women and c h i l d r e n  
be ing  k i l l e d  o r  about  a s e r g e a n t  s h o o t i n g  i n t o  a  d i t c h  
(pgs .  25, 29) . There was no mention o f  t h e  use  o f  smoke t o  
mark wounded c i v i l i a n s  o r  VC (pg .  3 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
t h e  r e p o r t  s a y i n g  t h a t  persons  o t h e r  than  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t  had been in te rv iewed  (pg.  3 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  
any o f  t h e  r e p o r t ' s  conc lus ions  o r  recommendations (pg.  2 7 ) .  

6.  OTHER KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE MY LA1 OPERATION. 

a .  On t h e  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

HENDERSON overheard  MCKNIGHT and Colonel  HENDERSON 
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d i s c u s s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  on ly  a few weapons had been cap tu red  
dur ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  1 0 ) .  They s a i d  they  wished they  
had g o t t e n  a n o t h e r  50 t o  100 (pg.  1 0 ) .  He remembered t h a t  
two VC s u s p e c t s  who had been p icked up t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be P F ' s ,  
b u t  he d i d  n o t  t a l k  about  it wi th  Major MCKNIGHT whom t h e  
w i t n e s s  cons ide red  t o  be  a very  t i g h t - l i p p e d  i n d i v i d u a l  
(pg. 1 0 ) .  MCKNIGHT s a i d  no th ing  t o  him about  mor ta r  rounds 
(pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  remembered no account  o f  an aero-scout  t a k i n g  
a wounded c h i l d  t o  Quang Ngai (pg. 1 3 ) .  He had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  Colonel  HENDERSON'S o r d e r  t o  resweep My Lai  o r  General  
KOSTER's countermand o f  t h a t  o r d e r  (pg .  1 2 ) .  

b.  Subsequent t o  t h e  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

HENDERSON remembered no r e p o r t  about  women and 
c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  k i l l e d  and was never  t o l d  n o t  t o  t a l k  abou t  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  25, 33) . He had a c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men, b u t  hea rd  no th ing  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
through EM channe l s  (pgs .  34, 3 7 ) .  H e  knew no th ing  about  
Colonel  HENDERSON'S meeting wi th  MEDINA i n  t h e  f i e l d  on t h e  
18 th  and f e l t  t h a t  he  would have been informed i f  such an 
eventhad t aken  p l a c e  (pg. 39) . He d i d  n o t  know about  t h e  
meeting between YOUNG, HOLLADAY, HENDERSON, BARKER, and 
WATKE a t  LZ D o t t i e  on 18 March (pg.  4 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  never  
spoke about  t h e  My Lai  m a t t e r  wi th  Capta in  KESHEL, t h e  
b r i g a d e  S5 (pg.  3 3 ) .  With t h e  excep t ion  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t ' s  r e p o r t ,  he had no in fo rmat ion  t h a t  something unusual  
had t aken  p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  40) . 
7. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Persons  w i t h  whom he has  spoken s i n c e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
broke i n  t h e  p r e s s .  

The w i t n e s s  had spoken wi th  Major TUMELSON, a i d e  t o  
t h e  Commanding General ;  MEDINA; Major ROBB, t h e  S4 of  1/20; 
and L ieu tenan t  Colonel  HENRIONNET, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  e x e c u t i v e  
o f f i c e r  s i n c e  t h e  s t o r y  broke i n  t h e  p r e s s  (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  
Ne i the r  TUMELSON, ROBB, o r  HENRIONNET had any knowledge 
o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  3 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t o o  much 
about  it w i t h  MEDINA (pg. 4 )  . He d i d  n o t  know CALLEY and,  
t h u s ,  d i d  n o t  speak t o  him about  it (pg. 4 )  . 

b.  Acquaintance wi th  v a r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know Lieu tenan t  Colonel  
ANISTRANSKI o r  Capta in  GOUZOULES (pgs .  33, 3 5 ) .  He thought  
t h a t  MEDINA was one of  t h e  f i n e s t  o f f i c e r s  w i t h  whom he has  
e v e r  been. a s s o c i a t e d  (pg.  4 1 )  . 
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c .  C h i l d r e n  i n j u r e d  by mine. 

He knew n o t h i n g  o f  an i n c i d e n t  a t  LZ Upt igh t  
o c c u r r i n g  i n  l a t e  March o r  e a r l y  A p r i l  i n  which a c h i l d  
s t e p p e d  on a mine and was k i l l e d  (pgs. 2 3 ,  2 4 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1048 h o u r s ,  26 Janua ry  
1970. ) 

I 0  : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ  LYNN. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Cap ta in  James H .  HENDERSON. 

(CPT HENDERSON was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s  : )  

C a p t a i n  HENDERSON, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g r a d e ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i -
z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. James H u r d e l l  HENDERSON, C a p t a i n ,  - I 

20th  Company, 2d S t u d e n t  B a t t a l i o n ,  F o r t  Benning,  Georg ia .  

RCDR. Thank you. 

I 0  : C a p t a i n  HENDERSON, have you had an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you u n d e r s t a n d  them o r  have any q u e s t i o n s  con-
c e r n i n g  them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  them. No q u e s t i o n s ,  s i r .  

Q On my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, who is  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r -
ney who has  v o l u n t e e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  a s -
s is t  us  i n  t h e  conduc t  o f  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  and a l s o  t o  p r o v i d e  
l e g a l  c o u n s e l .  On my r i g h t  i s  Co lone l  ARMSTRONG, who was de-
s i g n a t e d  by t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Chief  of  S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  E i t h e r  of t h e s e  gent lemen may a d d r e s s  
q u e s t i o n s  t o  you h e r e  t h i s  morning. 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. W e  have  o t h e r  groups  such  a s  t h i s  t h a t  a r e  t a k i n g  
t e s t imony  from a d d i t i o n a l  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  w i l l  be  my respon-
s i b i l i t y  t o  p u l l  t o g e t h e r  a f i n a l  r e p o r t ,  weigh t h e  e v i d e n c e  
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and de te rmine  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recommendation. A s  a m i l -
i t a r y  o f f i c e r  you a r e  o r d e r e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t e s t imony  
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance o f  . o f f i c i a l  
du ty  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do  s o  b e f o r e  a competent  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. To e x p l a i n  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  body,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you may b e  a sked  and o r  
r e q u i r e d  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  a c o n g r e s s i o n a l  commit tee .  The one  
most l i k e l y  would b e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  subcommit tee  o f  t h e  
House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee, i n  which e v e n t  your  t e s t imony  
h e r e  would i n  no way p r e c l u d e  you t e s t i f y i n g  b e f o r e  t h a t  o r  
any o t h e r  comparable  body. To my knowledge you have n e i t h e r  
been  c a u t i o n e d  n o r  c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  v .  C a l l e y ,  i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  

Q .  W e l l ,  i f  you w e r e ,  you 'd  know it. I t  i s  l i k e l y  
t h a t  you w i l l  n o t  be  c i t e d ,  b u t  i n  e v e n t  you a r e  s o  c i t e d  your  
appearance  h e r e  would i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  e f f e c t  o r  
t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  such  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  You have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A .  N O ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q .  C a p t a i n  HENDERSON, would you i n d i c a t e  your  d u t y  
ass ignment  i n  t h e  Americal  D i v i s i o n ,  i n d i c a t i n g  when you 
jo ined  and when you d e p a r t e d ,  and i f  you had any d i f f e r e n t  
ass ignments  i n d i c a t e  t h o s e ?  

A .  I j o i n e d  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade  i n  J u l y  1966 and went 
t o  Vietnam w i t h  them i n  December 1967. W e  became p a r t  o f  t h e  
Americal .  I was a s s i g n e d  t o  h e a d q u a r t e r s  company of  t h e  l l t h  
Br igade  w i t h  t h e  job  a s s ignmen t  of a s s i s t a n t  S3. The d u t y  
a s s ignmen t ,  once i n  Vietnam, was du ty  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  b r i g a d e  
o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r .  W e  were s t a t i o n e d  i n  Duc Pho. 

Q - Y e s .  W e l l  t o  o r i e n t  you w i t h  t h i s  map, w e  may 
come back t o  t h i s  map, t h i s  i s  j u s t  t h e  a r e a  which you prob- 
a b l y  knew a s  P i n k v i l l e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  MAP-4). 
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Son My V i l l a g e ,  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  a r e  down i n  t h e  
sou thwes t  c o r n e r ,  and you w i l l  n o t i c e  up t o  t h e  no r thwes t  LZ 
D o t t i e  where Task Force  Barker  was l o c a t e d .  T h i s  
is shown on t h i s  map i n  a l a r g e r  s c a l e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  
MAP-1 )  . How long  d i d  you remain a s  t h e  S3, TOC 
d u t y  o f f i c e r ?  

A. The whole 12 months I was i n  Vietnam, s i r .  

Q .  The e n t i r e  12 months? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. S i n c e  t h e  matter of t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  became 
a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  knowledge i n  September o r  
October  l a s t  y e a r ,  t h rough  r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  newspaper ,  and 
magazine have you had any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  anybody from t h e  
b r i g a d e  o r  from t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n  conce rn ing :  (1) What 
may have t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My La i  on t h e  1 6 t h  o r  t h a t  p e r i o d ?  
( 2 )  Any r e p o r t  t h a t  may have been s u b m i t t e d  conce rn ing  t h e  
i n c i d e n t ?  ( 3 )  Any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I t a l k e d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  of them from t h e  b r i g a d e  
and d i v i s i o n  conce rn ing  a l l  t h e  news r e p o r t s  and 
t h i n g s  w e  had s e e n  and r e a d  abou t  i n  t h e  newspaper and on 
t e l e v i s i o n .  Reference  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  maybe one o r  two, 
I ' v e  t a l k e d  abou t  r e f e r e n c e d  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  a f -
t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  abou t  i t ,  s i r .  

Q. I wish you 'd  r e c a l l  f o r  u s  w i t h  whom you have 
t a l k e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  a  coup le  of my c l a s s m a t e s ,  one was Major 
TUMELSO-N. H e  and I j u s t  d i s c u s s e d  it i n f o r m a l l y .  

Q Major THOMASON? 

A. TUMELSON, s i r .  I t h i n k  a t  t h e  t i m e  he  was e i t h e r  
i n  t h e  3/1 a s s i g n e d  t o  o u r  b r i g a d e  and l a t e r  t h e  ADC 
f o r  t h e  las t  CG t h a t  w e  had. I f o r g e t  t h e  C G ' s  name. 

Q. ADC? 

A. CG,  sir.  

MR MACCRATE: Aide t o  t h e  CG? 
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A. W e l l ,  he  w a s  t h e  a i d e  t o  t h e  CG.  

10: Not an a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Okay. 

A. H e  was Major TUMELSON, Ron TUMELSON, I b e l i e v e  it 
i s  , sir. 

Q. Y e s .  
.. 

A. I t a l k e d  t o  him abou t  it. I t a l k e d  t o  Cap ta in  
MEDINA j u s t  b r i e f l y ,  and w e  d i d n '  t d i s c u s s  t o o  much, s i r .  
Ern ie  and I were good f r i e n d s  when w e  went o v e r  t h e r e ,  b e i n g  
i n  t h e  same b a t t a l i o n  t o g e t h e r  f o r  q u i t e  some t i m e  when I 
f i r s t  j o i n e d  t h e  b r i g a d e .  I t a l k e d  t o  George ROBB, a major  
j u s t  b r i e f l y .  

Q What was Major R O B B " ~  job? 

A. When w e  went t o  Vietnam, he was t h e  S4 1/20 
and l a t e r  became a company commander i n  one o f  t h e  com-
p a n i e s .  I c a n ' t  remember which company it was. Colonel  
HENRIONNET and I t a l k e d  i n f o r m a l l y  a  coup le  of  t i m e s .  

Q .  Who? 

A. L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  HENRIONNET. H e  was t h e  execu-
t i v e  o f f i c e r  of one of  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  t h e r e  w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  
a t  one t i m e  and t h e n  l a t e r  moved up t o  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  a f t e r  he 
g o t  promoted. H e  and I t a l k e d  a coup le  of  t i m e s .  T h a t ' s  
about  a l l  I can r e c a l l ,  s p e c i f i c  names, s i r .  

Q. Did ,you  e v e r  t a l k  t o  CALLEY o r  any o f  t h o s e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  know CALLEY, and I n e v e r  t a l k e d  
t o  him a t  a l l .  

Q. A s  t h e  G3 du ty  o f f i c e r ,  would you e x p l a i n  your  
d u t i e s  p l e a s e ?  

A.  My p r i n c i p a l  d u t y ,  s i r ,  was,  I worked t h e  day s h i f t  
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from 0800 t o  2000 h o u r s  i n  t h e  evening .  I had a man from t h e  S2 
shop i n  t h e r e  w i t h  m e ,  a man from t h e  S3 shop,  p l u s  t h e  S3 
a i r  l i a i s o n ,  TAC a i r  l i a i s o n ,  and t h e  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n .  My 
p r i n c i p a l  du ty  w a s  t o  r e c o r d  messages coming i n  from t h e  d i f -  
f e r e n t  b a t t a l i o n s .  Any i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  needed p a s s i n g  on t o  
t h e  S3 a t  t h e  t i m e  and r e q u i r i n g  an answer I was t o  check w i t h  
t h e  S3, g e t  t h e  answer and r e l a y  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  back t o  t h e  
s u b o r d i n a t e  b a t t a l i o n s .  Also I ma in ta ined  t h e  d a i l y  l o g  w i t h i n  
t h e  S3 shop,  s i r .  

Q. Did you have any S5 r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  your  TOC? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  i n  t h e  TOC. H i s  o f f i c e  was j u s t  
down t h e  road  from us  t h e r e .  

Q. I ' m  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  you back a  l i t t l e  ways. A s  a 
m a t t e r  of f a c t  I ' m  go ing  t o  t a k e  you back abou t  22 months t o  
16 and 17 March 1968. I know t h a t  memories are f l e e t i n g  
t h i n g s ,  b u t  I wish  you 'd  remember e v e r y  s i n g l e  d e t a i l  t h a t  
you p o s s i b l y  can s o  w e  can make t h i s  a m a t t e r  o f  r e c o r d  a s  
t o  what  e x a c t l y  t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  TOC on t h a t  day. I t h i n k  
Major LYNN h a s  p rov ided  you a copy of  t h e  l o g ,  of  t h e  1 1 t h  
Br igade  ( E x h i b i t  M-46) f o r  t h o s e  2  days .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. You've had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Would you p r o v i d e  him t h o s e  c o p i e s  p l e a s e ?  

(Recorder  hands c o p i e s  of  t h e  l o g  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  
a s  r e q u e s t e d . )  

These have been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  p a r t  
of E x h i b i t  M-46. I wish you 'd  d e s c r i b e  f o r  u s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  
of your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  what t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  TOC t h a t  day. 

A.  W e l l ,  f rom r e a d i n g  t h e  l o g  h e r e ,  on t h e  1 6 t h  w e  
d i d  have a CA t h a t  morning, a combat a s s a u l t  conducted  by 
Task Force  Barke r .  The b i g g e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  it b r i n g s  back t o  
m e  is a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  day w e  had one of t h e  l a r g e s t  body 
c o u n t s ,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  t h a t  w e  had i n  ou r  b r i g a d e  up t o  t h a t  
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t i m e ,  and I reca l l ,  a f t e r  I r e a d  t h i s ,  some of  t h e  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  d i d  come th rough  t h e  TOC t h a t  day. Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  the 
body coun t  t h a t  was g i v e n ,  when t h e  company f i r s t  moved i n ,  
a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and a i r  s t r i k e s  i n t o  t h e  ob jec -
t i v e  a r e a .  The n o t a t i o n s  t h a t  I saw i n  h e r e  r e f e r e n c e  t h a t  
one company, Bravo Company r e p o r t i n g  t h e i r  body c o u n t s .  I 
d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  u n t i l  I had r e a d  it i n  h e r e .  But t h e  
b i g g e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  t h i s  b r i n g s  back was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  had 
one of t h e ,  i f  n o t  t h e ,  l a r g e s t  body coun t  t h a t  w e  had w i t h i n  
t h e  b r i g a d e  up u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Was t h e r e  much e x c i t e m e n t  and t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  TOC 
t h a t  morning? 

A. Exci tement?  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Now t h i s  combat a s s a u l t ,  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o f  C/1/20, 
s t a r t e d  a t  0730, and t h e  second l i f t  was completed a t  0750. 
S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  you r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  o f  
i n i t i a l l y  one and t h e n  subsequen t  t o  t h a t  1 4  enemy K I A  i n  your  
l o g  i t e m  number 53. r .. 

(The w i t n e s s  examined t h e  document. ) 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Now, Task Force  Barker  e n t e r s  i n  t h e i r  l o g  (Exhi-
b i t  M-16), a t  0840, t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company h a s  coun ted  69 VC 
K I A ,  v i c i n i t y  716788. I n  your  l o g  which i s  it& number 
53 a t  0930, you have a r e p o r t  from C/1/20 t h a t  coun ted  69 VC 
K I A  a s  r e s u l t  o f  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  Also  you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  
t h e  c o o r d i n a t e s  a r e  714794? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Can you e x p l a i n  t o  m e  why w e  have one  e n t r y  i n  one 
p l a c e  j u s t  p l a i n  69 a t  a  g i v e n  s e t  of c o o r d i n a t e s ,  and why we 
have K I A  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  s e t  o f  c o o r d i n a t e s  
and a c t u a l l y  50 minutes  l a t e r ?  

A. Well, t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I have i n  my l o g  is  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  w e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  c a l l  from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  TOC. 

Q. Y e s .  
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A. Then t h e  column on t h e  l e f t  is t h e  t i m e  t h e  e n t r y  
was made i n t o  my j o u r n a l .  The c o o r d i n a t e s  I c a n ' t  e x p l a i n ,  
s i r .  

Q Y e s .  

A. The r e a s o n  t h a t  I have more w r i t i n g ,  a s  a r e s u l t  
of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  o r  r e a s o n s  l i k e  t h a t ,  i s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
t h a t ' s  c a l l i n g  it from h i s  TOC i n t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  TOC s a y s  
t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  and w e  w r i t e  them down. H e  d i d n ' t  r e c o r d  it 
i n  h i s  l o g .  Maybe. 

Q. Yes. 

A .  H e  e l a b o r a t e s  a l i t t l e  more on t h e  phone when h e ' s  
t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  man t h a t ' s  t a k i n g  t h e  n o t e s  down w i t h i n  o u r  TOC. 

Q. Now, t h i s  day Co lone l  HENDERSON was f l y i n g  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  and he had Major MCKNIGHT w i t h  him, your  S3. When 
he was f l y i n g  through t h i s  a r e a  w e r e  you i n  c o n t a c t  by r a d i o  
w i t h  Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. I c a n ' t  s a y  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  b u t  normal ly  
Co lone l  HENDERSON d i d  keep one of h i s  r a d i o s  on t h e  b r i g a d e  
f r equency ,  and w e  moni tored  t h e  b r i g a d e  f r equency  a t  a l l  
t i m e s .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q .  W e l l ,  t h i n k i n g  back t o  t h i s  s p e c i f i c .  day ,  C a p t a i n  
HENDERSON, do  you remember any r e p o r t s  coming i n  t h a t  w e r e  
changed a f t e r  t h e y  came i n  o r  t h a t  you took  down? 

A. From t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ?  

Q. Not t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  b u t  from Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. No, .  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember t h e  e n t r i e s  from B/4/3? 

A .  No, I d i d n ' t  remember it u n t i l  I was r e a d i n g  
t h i s ,  and f r a n k l y  I s t i l l  d o n ' t  remember t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
c a l l i n g  B/4/3. I n o t i c e d  i n  h e r e  where t h e y  had 30 some-
t h i n g  body c o u n t  t h a t  day ,  and I d i d n ' t  remember t h a t  a t  
a l l .  No, s i r .  
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Q I remember you have t h r e e  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. From Bravo --

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Twelve, e i g h t e e n ,  and e i g h t ,  a s  
I r e c a l l .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and I d i d n ' t  remember any o f  t h o s e  
a c t i o n s  . 
Q When you were mon i to r ing  Task Force  B a r k e r ,  d i d  
you a l s o  s t a y  on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  pushes  a s  w e l l ?  

A .  No, sir .  

Q You j u s t  s t a y e d  s t r i c t l y  on t h e  b r i g a d e  n e t ?  

A .  On b r i g a d e ,  y e s ,  s i r .  W e  had one r a d i o  on t h e  
b r i g a d e  command, one on t h e  d i v i s i o n  command, and t h e  d i v i -
s i o n  s e c u r e ,  n e t s .  W e  had t e l e p h o n e  communication s t r a i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  TOC. 

Q I have one e n t r y  h e r e  i n  t h e  Task Force  Barker  
l o g  which i s  logged i n  a t  1355. I t  s a y s  Company B r e p o r t s  
t h a t  none of t h e  VC body coun t  r e p o r t e d  by h i s  u n i t  w e r e  
women and c h i  l d r e n .  Company C r e p o r t s  t h a t  approx ima te ly  
1 0  t o  11 women and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d ,  e i t h e r  by a r t i l -
l e r y  o r  gunsh ips .  These w e r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  body c o u n t .  
I n  t h e  a c t i o n  column it s a y s  1 1 t h  Br igade  n o t i E i e d .  Can you 
e x p l a i n  t o  m e  why t h i s  d o e s n ' t  appea r  i n  your  b r i g a d e  l o g ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  I t r i e d  t o  t h i n k  back t o  t h a t  
t i m e  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  r e c e i v i n g  a c a l l  such as t h a t .  
I had a coup le  of  e n l i s t e d  men working w i t h  m e .  They may have 
r e c e i v e d  it. They may n o t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q Now I wish you 'd  t e l l  m e  how you made up t h i s  l o g .
For  i n s t a n c e ,  you have a  typed  copy h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Now, how d i d  t h i s  a l l  come abou t?  How d i d  you 
m a i n t a i n  it and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. Within o u r  b r i g a d e  TOC, s i r ,  w e  had ou r  t e l e p h o n e s  
l i n e d  up i n  one row a c r o s s  t h e  bench. I had one man on one 
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s i d e  and one on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  whose pr imary  d u t i e s  w e r e  t o  
answer t h e  t e l e p h o n e s ,  r e c o r d  t h e  messages on a l i t t l e  mimeo-
graphed form w i t h  t h e  t i m e  r e c e i v e d ,  c o o r d i n a t e s ,  who it was 
from, t h e  t e x t  of t h e  message, a c t i o n  t a k e n ,  who n o t i f i e d ,  and 
what have you. A s  t h e  message would come i n ,  one of  t h e s e  l a d s  
would t a k e  t h e  message down and g i v e  it t o  m e .  I would t a k e  
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a c t i o n  on t h e  message. Then I had a man ove r  i n  
t h e  c o r n e r  w i t h  a t y p e w r i t e r ,  and it was h i s  pr imary  f u n c t i o n  
t o  type  t h e  l o g  and keep it up t o  d a t e  a s  t h e  messages came 
i n .  I would t a k e  t h e  message, t a k e  whatever  a c t i o n  was nec-
e s s a r y  on it, g i v e  it t o  t h e  man a t  t h e  t y p e w r i t e r ,  and he  
would t y p e  it i n  t h e  j o u r n a l .  

Q You worked t h e  s l i p  sys tem t h e n ,  i n s t e a d  of working 
a p e n c i l  copy, which you would t y p e  up l a t e r  i n  t h e  evening?  

A.  R i g h t ,  s i r .  W e  had j u s t  t h e  l i t t l e  mimeographed 
forms t h a t  w e  f i l l e d  o u t  on t h e  messages a s  t h e y  came i n .  Then 
I would t u r n  and g i v e  it t o  t h e  guy who d i d  t h e  t y p i n g .  

Q .  Did you e v e r  see any r e p o r t  t h a t  day t h a t  had t o  
do w i t h  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  recal l  whether  it was t h a t  day o r  n o t ,  
s i r ,  b u t  l a t e r  on. I know it w a s n ' t  t h a t  day,  b u t  t h e  c i v i l -
i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  mentioned. I d i d  see a t y p e w r i t t e n  re-
p o r t .  That  had been p r e p a r e d  a t  b r i g a d e  l e v e l  t o  go forward .  

Q .  Y e s ,  f i n e .  

A. I d o n ' t  have any i d e a  what was i n  it o r  where I 
even saw it, b u t  you know how t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  a r e  s e e n  i n  a 
b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  I d i d  see a r e p o r t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
it was t h a t  day. A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  I ' m  s u r e  it w a s n ' t .  

Q id' you g e t  a r e p o r t  t h a t  n i g h t  a t  LZ D o t t i e  a s  
a r e s u l t  of r a d i o  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  between Cap ta in  MEDINA w i t h  
t h e  TOC a t  Task Force  Barker  t h a t  somewhere between 20  and 2 8  
c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t .  The on ly  t h i n g  I d i d  h e a r ,  
and t h i s  was j u s t  c a s u a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  between one man and 
a n o t h e r ,  w a s  abou t  t h e  same n o t i c e  I ' v e  r e a d  i n  t h e  pape r  
a  coup le  of t i m e s  abou t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  s t o p p i n g  and 
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having  h i s  doorgunner  ward o f f  an American s o l d i e r  w h i l e  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  g o t  o u t  and d i d  something t o  a Vietnamese. 

Q. Was t h a t  mentioned t o  you t h e r e  t h a t  day? '  

A. I hea rd  it t h a t  day ,  yes  s i r .  

Q Who d i d  you h e a r  it from? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  have any i d e a .  I t h i n k  it may have been 
a t  t h e  mess h a l l  t h a t  evening .  But I d i d  remember t h a t  once 
I ' d  r ead  it i n  t h e  pape r  a coup le  of t i m e s .  

Q. Now, Major MCKNIGHT came back l a t e r  i n  t h e  day.  
DO you remember any d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  him conce rn ing  C h a r l i e  
Company's a s s a u l t  and Bravo Company's a s s a u l t ?  Do you r e m e m -
b e r  him t e l l i n g  abou t  p i c k i n g  up a coup le  of  what t h e y  though t  
were VC and t a k i n g  them i n t o  LZ D o t t i e  and t h e y  w e r e  i n t e r -
r o g a t e d  t h e r e ,  and t h e y  found o u t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  r e a l l y  PFs? ?.' 

CL: 
A. I remember r e a d i n g  t h a t  abou t  two PFs,  two VC U; 
t u r n i n g  o u t  t o  be PFs. But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  any of 
t h a t  w i t h  Major MCKNIGHT, even though I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  when he 1: 

came i n  he -- w e l l ,  you d o n ' t  d i s c u s s  t o o  much w i t h  Major -4 
MCKNIGHT. H e  was t h e  most t i g h t l i p p e d  man I e v e r  worked 
f o r ,  sir.  H e  d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o o  much. But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  conce rn ing  t h e  CA i t s e l f  w i t h  him. No, s i r .  

Q H e  d i d n ' t  t a l k  a t  a l l  abou t  any of  t h e  conversa-
t i o n  t h a t  went on d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and what he  saw on t h e  
ground and abou t  p i c k i n g  up some mor ta r  rounds on H i l l  85? H e  
d i d n ' t  come i n  and d e b r i e f  you ,  i n  any s e n s e  t o  come i n  and 
check on how you w e r e  r e c o r d i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  But I do remember h e a r i n g  
him and 1 i s t e n . i n g  t o  him and Colonel  HENDERSON t a l k .  They 
would come i n ,  and t h e y  would be s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  a t  t h e  map 
board  j u s t  t a l k i n g .  I do r e c a l l  them t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  on ly  a few weapons were c a p t u r e d  t h a t  day and t h e  e x c i t e -
ment of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f .  

Q. W e l l ,  what happened? What d i d  they  s a y  abou t  
t h e s e  128 VC KIA and t h r e e  weapons c a p t u r e d ?  What d i d  t h e y  
t a l k  abou t  t h e r e ?  
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A. Th i s  i s  what they  d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i k e .  I 
d o n ' t  know how t o  e x p r e s s  it, b u t  it sounds funny. 120 some-
t h i n g  body coun t  and t h r e e  o r  f o u r  weapons c a p t u r e d , ,  s a y i n g ,  
"Well I wi sh  w e  had a n o t h e r  50,  o r  75 ,  o r  100 weapons t o  go 
w i t h  it. I t  s u r e  would be n i c e , "  o r  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  s i r .  

Q. L e t  m e  r e l a t e  t o  you a n o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n  t o  see i f  
you r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  back i n  t h e  TOC c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s .  
Looking a t  t h i s  map t o  your  r e a r  ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  MAP-1) 
u s i n g  t h i s  blown up one h e r e  (MAP-4) w i t h  C h a r l i e  Company 
l a n d i n g  h e r e  a t  0730, go ing  th rough  t h e  h a m l e t ,  p r o c e e d i n g  
a long  up t o  a l a a g e r  a r e a  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  where t h e y  l a a g e r e d  
w i t h  Bravo Company, which had l anded  down t o  t h e  s o u t h  of  
MY L a i  ( I ) ,  and had moved n o r t h  and t h e  two j o i n e d  up i n  
t h i s  a r e a ,  r ema in ing  t h e r e  o v e r  n i g h t .  Now, g o i n g  back t o  
C h a r l i e  Company up abou t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  do  you remember any 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  between Colone l  HENDERSON and Major MCKNIGHT t o  
t h e  p o i n t  where Co lone l  HENDERSON had o r d e r e d  C h a r l i e  Company 
t o  go back i n  t o  My L a i  (4), t o  make a body c o u n t  by a g e ,  and 
by s e x ,  and t o  d e t e r m i n e  by what means t h e y  had been k i l l e d ?  

A.  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  

Q And t h a t  t h i s  had been countermanded by t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander, p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  it was t o o  l a t e  i n  t h e  
day and t h i s  a r e a  i s  j u s t  l oaded  w i t h  mines and booby t r a p s ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r eca l l .  

Q .  You neve r  h e a r d  any c o n v e r s a t i o n  such  a s  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q. I t  w a s n ' t  d i s c u s s e d  i n  your  p r e s e n c e ?  

A.  No; s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: C a p t a i n  HENDERSON, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you have 
r e c o l l e c t i o n s  t h a t  i n  t h e  even ing  of  16 March you h e a r d  some 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a b o u t  an a e r o - s c o u t  p i l o t  p u t t i n g  down and 
warn ing  o f f  U.S. f o r c e s ?  What do you r e c a l l  o f  t h a t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
t h a t  you h e a r d  a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A.  W e l l ,  I remember j u s t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  it. I d o n ' t  
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have any i d e a  now, sir .  But w e  c o u l d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  v i s u a l i z e  one 
of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  s i t t i n g  down up t h e r e  and hav ing  one 
of  h i s  doorgunners  h o l d i n g  o f f  o r  s t o p p i n g  a U.S. t r o o p e r  w h i l e  
one of t h e  p i l o t s  g o t  o u t  t o  check a Vietnamese o r  something.  
W e  were j u s t  d i s c u s s i n g  how i m p o s s i b l e  it seemed a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q W e l l ,  was t h i s  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  you g o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
abou t  what you might  c a l l  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between t h e  ae ro -
s c o u t  squadron ,  and o r  members of  i t ,  and t h e  ground f o r c e s ?  
Is t h a t  what t h e  s t o r y  was? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I remember t a l k i n g .  W e  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  
v i s u a l i z e  it a c t u a l l y  happening  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q Were t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n s  a s  t o  where t h i s  re-
p o r t  had come from? Were you t h e  one t h a t  b rough t  it t o  t h e  
t a b l e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q O r  was it someone else a t  t h e  t a b l e ?  e-
C;. 

A. No, s ir .  I was l i s t e n i n g  t o  it t h e r e ,  and I u! 
d o n ' t  know how it g o t  s t a r t e d .  I d o n ' t  have any i d e a ,  s i r .  

-4 
Q. Was it a d i s c u s s i o n  among t h e  TOC d u t y  o f f i c e r s ?  --I 
With whom d i d  you u s u a l l y  have d i n n e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  b r i g a d e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  were e a t i n g  t h e r e  
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  S2, t h e  S2 a i r ,  t h e  S5, and t h e  S4,  t h e i r  a s -
i s t a n t s ,  t h e  S3 a i r ,  seems l i k e  abou t  25--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Would Major MCKNIGHT be t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  About 25 o r  30 o f f i c e r s  t h a t  a t e  t h e r e .  

10: You a l s o  had a l i t t l e  happy h o u r ,  maybe, b e f o r e  
hand? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  it had s t a r t e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s i r .  
I c a n ' t  remember. W e  d i d  have one l a t e r  on ,  y e s ,  s i r .  I 
d o n ' t  know whether  t hey  were hav ing  it t h e n  o r  n o t .  
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Q Maybe have one b e f o r e  d inne r  and ,stand a round  and 
s o r t  of r e h a s h  t h e  e v e n t s  of  t h e  day? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. T h i s  i s  q u i t e  normal i n  most of  t h e  t a c t i c a l  u n i t s  
t h a t  I know o f .  

A. They had one t h e r e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember when it 
s t a r t e d .  I t  may have  s t a r t e d  by t h e n .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know, 
s i r .  

Q They had a b a r  t h e r e ,  I know t h a t .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q A l i t t l e  b a r  i n  t h e  mess. 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  where t h e y  had  it. But I d o n ' t  
know when t h e y  a c t u a l l y  s t a r t e d  it. 

Q .  I ' m  s u r e  M r .  MACCRATE is g o i n g  t o  a s k  you some 
more q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  i t .  I t h i n k  it is q u i t e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
f i n d  o u t ,  i f  w e  c a n ,  who i n i t i a t e d  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  and what  
he was t a l k i n g  a b o u t ?  You know, was t h i s  t h e  a i r  o f f i c e r  
t h a t  was r e p o r t i n g  t h i s ,  o r  y o u r  A 0  f rom t h e  a v i a t i o n  o u t -
f i t ,  o r  was it Major MCKNIGHT, o r  who w a s  i t ?  I t  s h o u l d  
have been somebody who had t o  be up t h e r e  t h a t  day.  

A c t u a l l y  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I d o n ' t  know. 

MR MACCRATE: Had you h e a r d  any t r a n s m i s s i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  a e r o - s c o u t s  t h a t  d a y ,  t h a t  you can  recal l  
a t  t h i s  t i m e ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t .  Not f rom t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  o r  
t h r o u g h  t h e  b r i g a d e  n e t .  No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q .  You d o n ' t  remember any a c c o u n t  of  an  a e r o - s c o u t  
t a k i n g  a wounded c h i l d  down t o  t h e  Quang Ngai h o s p i t a l ?  

A. No, s i r .  
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Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any r e p o r t  of  t h i s  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
coming i n  w h i l e  you w e r e  a t  t h e  TOC? 

A.  N O ,  s ir .  

Q So it would have  t o  have been  someone who was o u t  
on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  day who was b r i n g i n g  
t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n t o  Duc Pho, would it n o t ?  

A. I t  seems l i k e  i t  would. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Can you i d e n t i f y  f o r  us  t h o s e  o f  your  m e s s  g roup ,  
s h a l l  w e  c a l l  them, who would have been  o u t  t h a t  day a s  d i s t i n -
q u i s h e d  from t h o s e  back a t  t h e  b a s e ?  You have a l r e a d y  i n d i -
c a t e d  t h a t  Major MCKNIGHT was one who was o u t .  Now, who else 
would have been o u t  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  Normally,  t h e  c o l o n e l  c a r r i e d  w i t h  him i n  h i s  com-
mand group,  t h e  S3, t h e  S2,  t h e  a i r  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  

T h a t  would be  Major MCKNIGHT, Co lone l  BLACKLEDGE? 

A. Co lone l  BLACKLEDGE, I b e l i e v e ,  was t h e  S2 a t  t h e  
t i m e .  Y e s ,  s i r .  -I 

4 

Q And who would be  t h e  a i r  l i a i s o n ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know who o u r  a i r  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  was,  s i r .  

10:  W e l l ,  would he  c a r r y  b o t h  MCKNIGHT and CALHOUN? 

A. No, s i r .  CALHOUN was the--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I f  CALHOUN was t h e r e ,  BLACKLEDGE 
would p robab ly  be--

MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not CALHOUN. 

A. CALHOUN was t h e  S3 f o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  

10: I mean MCKNIGHT. I f  MCKNIGHT w a s  w i t h  Genera l  LIPS-
COMB o r  w i t h  Co lone l  HENDERSON, would BLACKLEDGE a l s o  be  w i t h  
him? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Normally he  c a r r i e d  t h e  S2 and t h e  S3. 
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Q. Took b o t h  of them w i t h  him? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did he n o t  no rma l ly  t a k e  h i s  a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r  w i t h  
him? 

A. Normally t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  
Co lone l  LUPER may have been  o u r  a r t i l l e r y  commander a t  t h a t  t i m e  
and l o t s  of t i m e s  o u r  S3 a i r  would be f l y i n g  t h e  commander's 
chopper  o r  e i t h e r  a c o u p l e  of  h i s  p i l o t s  t h a t  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  
o u r  b r i g a d e .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Now, t h a t ' s  abou t  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  command group .  
whe the r  anyone from any one of  t h e  o t h e r  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  may have 
been i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Was y o u r  ALO an A i r  F o r c e  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I f o r g e t  who o u r  ALO was. A l o t  o f  t i m e s  
t h e y  would r o t a t e .  One of  h i s  FAC1s would come down and s t a y  4 
o r  5 days .  Another  would come down. They a l l  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  
f l y i n g  and worked o u t  o f  t h e  TOC, t o o .  

Q What was h i s  g r a d e ,  c a p t a i n  o r  ma jo r?  

A. Our ALO was a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  a t  . the t i m e  t h a t  
went o v e r  w i t h  u s  from Hawaii .  One o f  h i s  FAC1s was a Major 
GOLDEN. I f o r g e t  t h e  o t h e r s .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Your a e r o - s c o u t s  company t h a t  was i n v o l v e d  was 
s t a t i o n e d  up a round  Chu L a i ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q . What d i d  t h e y  do?  Would t h e y  m e e t  up i n  t h e  b a t -
t l e  a r e a s  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a s  and c o o r d i n a t e  and t h e n  go 
i n  w i t h  wha teve r  t h e y  w e r e  supposed t o  do?  They a c t u a l l y  had  
v e r y  l i t t l e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  e x c e p t  f rom a l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r  s t a n d p o i n t ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Normal ly ,  t h e  a e r o - s c o u t s  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  d i v i s i o n  
s u p p o r t ,  I suppose .  I f  w e  needed them, s a y  tomorrow, f o r  a n  

(HENDERSON) 1 5  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-238 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

o p e r a t i o n ,  w e  p u t  i n  a r e q u e s t  f o r  t h e  ae ro - scou t s  t o  r e p o r t  
t o  such and such a p l a c e  a t  such and such  a  t i m e  f o r  an oper-
a t i o n  and a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  
t hey  r e p o r t e d  i n t o  LZ D o t t i e  t h a t  morning and made c o n t a c t  w i t h  
Colonel  BARKER o r  h i s  S3 up t h e r e .  We had r e f u e l i n g  t a n k s  a t  
D o t t i e  f o r  t h e  a e r o - s c o u t s .  . I t  saved  them from going  back t o  
Chu Lai  w h i l e  t h e y  were down on an o p e r a t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  us .  

Q I s e e .  

A.. They would r e f u e l  a t  D o t t i e  and go  back t o  t h e  a r e a  
of o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Would it be  unusual  t o  have one of t h e  b r i g a d e  s t a f f  
s t a y  up a t  Chu L a i  d u r i n g  t h e  day ,  o r  something l i k e  t h i s  t o  co-
o r d i n a t e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we had anybody s p e c i f i c a l l y  
go t o  Chu La i .  

Q On a p o s s i b l e  b a s i s ,  w a s n ' t  t h i s  t h e  same o u t f i t  
t h a t  f lew t h e  c o u r i e r  a i r c r a f t  back and f o r t h  between Duc Pho and '-:". 
Chu L a i ?  i:; 

L9 

A .  No, s i r .  They may have flown one,  b u t  o u r  b r i g a d e  
f lew a  c o u r i e r  a l s o ,  one of t h e  b r i g a d e  a s s e t s  flown by t h e  p i - i 
l o t s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  s i r .  -4 

Q What I'm t r y i n g  t o  s u g g e s t  i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  
t h i s  s t o r y ,  t h i s  rumor o r i g i n a t i n g - - c o u l d  it have been some o f -
f i c e r  h e a r d  it o r  been invo lved  w i t h  it and b rough t  t h a t  i n f o r -
mation back r a t h e r  t h a n  g e t t i n g  it from t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ?  

A. The on ly  p o s s i b i l i t y  I know of t h e r e ,  s i r ,  i s  t h e  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t h a t  w e  have from t h e  b r i g a d e  t o  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  
went t o  Chu L a i  e v e r y  morning, came back ,  made h i s  rounds t h e r e  
w i t h i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  went back t o  Chu L a i  a g a i n ,  back and f o r t h  
eve ry  day. One of h i s  pr imary  f u n c t i o n s  was t o  check through 
t h e  TOC a t  d i v i s i o n  and a l l  t h e  s t a f f  s e c t i o n s  a t  d i v i s i o n .  I t  
may have come through t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  who t h i s  o f f i c e r  may have been a t  t h a t  
t ime? 

A. They changed l i k e  t h e  w e a t h e r ,  s ir .  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  
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MR MACCRATE: Does t h e  name GREER mean a n y t h i n g  t o  you? 

A. GREER? I know a L i e u t e n a n t  GREER, b u t  I t h i n k  he 
was l a t e r  on i n  t h e  y e a r ,  r i g h t  b e f o r e  w e  l e f t  t h e r e .  W e  had 
a l o t  of  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s ,  s i r .  

10 :  Did you have a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  your  TOC from 
t h e  174 th  A v i a t i o n  Company? 

A.  No, s i r .  W e  had a d i r e c t  l i n e  from o u r  S3 a i r  s ec -
t i o n  i n t o  t h e  TOC o v e r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  1 7 4 t h ,  s i r .  

Q. Did you have an Army a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  work ing  w i t h  
you? 

A. Our b r i g a d e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  a l s o  an  a d d i t i o n a l  
d u t y  a s  t h e  S3 a i r ,  hand led  n o t  on ly  TAC a i r  b u t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
s u p p o r t .  E i t h e r  he  was t h e r e  o r  one of  h i s  e n l i s t e d  men was 
t h e r e  i n  t h e  TOC a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  Who was your  S3 a i r  a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. Major Fred  SMITH. 

Q .  C a p t a i n  HENDERSON, a s i d e  from t h e  a e r o - s c o u t s  , which 
was a s e p a r a t e  e n t i t y  i n  i t s e l f  because  of  t h e i r  a c t i o n ,  t h e  
g r e a t e r  p a r t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  s u p p o r t  was p r o v i d e d  by t h e  1 7 4 t h .  
Now, a s  w e  would r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
l i f t  were some s h i p s  from t h e  7 1 s t  A v i a t i o n  Company of t h e  1 4 t h  
Br igade ,  and p o s s i b l y  t h e  1 7 6 t h  A v i a t i o n  Company. One o u t f i t  
was known a s  t h e  R a t t l e r s  and a n o t h e r  one was known a s  t h e  Min-
utemen. 

A.  Minutemen. Y e s  , s i r .  

Q I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  174 th  d i s p a t c h e d  two gunsh ips  
and n i n e  s l i c k s .  Some of  t h o s e  s l i c k s  w e r e  used  f o r  o t h e r  pur-
p o s e s ,  and t o  t a k e  t h e i r  p l a c e  t h e y  used  t h r e e ,  f o u r ,  f i v e  s l i c k s  
from t h e s e  two companies which I j u s t  c i t e d .  The o p e r a t i o n  it-
s e l f  was, g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  c o n t r o l l e d  and d i r e c t e d  by t h e  
1 7 4 t h .  Do you remember any t a l k i n g  a t  a l l  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a c t i v -
i t i e s  of  t h e  1 7 4 t h ?  Do you remember h e a r i n g  any r e p o r t s  from 
p e r s o n n e l  of t h e  1 7 4 t h ?  For  i n s t a n c e ,  c o u l d  t h e y  have been t h e  
ones  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  you t h e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h i s  a e r o - s c o u t  a i r c r a f t  
u s i n g  h i s  doorgunne r s  t o  c o v e r  c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s ?  
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A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q Did you e v e r  go t o  t h e  c l u b  o v e r  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  any of  t h e i r  p e r s o n n e l  
a t e  i n  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  mess o v e r  t h e r e  e i t h e r .  

Q Did you know Major GIBSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I knew Major GIBSON. H e  was t h e  opera-
t i o n s  o f f i c e r  t h e r e  f o r  a w h i l e ,  I t h i n k .  H e  may have been t h e  
CO f o r  a w h i l e .  

Q On t h i s  day he was t h e  commander of  t h e  o u t f i t .  Do 
you remember him t a l k i n g  abou t  i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t ,  b u t  t h e n  t h e r e ' s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
a g a i n ,  o f  h i s  peop le  g e t t i n g  back ,  t a l k i n g  t o  some o f , o u r  peop le  
t h e r e  a t  b r i g a d e  and t h e n  m e  h e a r i n g  from them. 

COL ARMSTRONG: I Id l i k e  t o  t a k e  you back j u s t  a b i t  f u r t h e r  t h a n  - -... 

t h i s ,  back t o  your  t r a i n i n g  i n  Hawaii. You were i n  one of  t h e  . -
b a t t a l i o n s  t h e n ,  I unde r s t and?  L? 

A. 1/20. Y e s ,  s i r .  i 
-4 

Q Do you recal l  t h e  approximate  d a t e  you j o i n e d  t h e  
1/20? 

A. I j o i n e d  them i n  J u l y  1966 and l e f t  them i n  August 
of 1967, s ir .  

Q . August of  1967? L e t ' s  t a k e  t h e  summer of  1967 and 
i t s  t r a i n i n g .  By t h i s  t i m e  you knew t h a t  you w e r e  go ing  t o  V i e t -
nam and had b u i l t  up a s  much a s  you w e r e  go ing  t o  g e t  t h e  peop le  
t h a t  you w e r e  go ing  t o  t a k e  w i t h  you. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  empha-
sis of  t h e  t r a i n i n g  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  p e r i o d  f o r  t h e  companies ,  
f o r  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s ,  f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e ?  What was t h e  emphasis on 
a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. Along abou t  March o r  A p r i l  o f  1967,  t h e y  f i l l e d  o u r  
b a t t a l i o n  w i t h  t r a i n e e s  r i g h t  o u t  of  b a s i c ,  I g u e s s .  W e  com-
p l e t e d  t h e  AIT and t h e n  w e  went r i g h t  i n t o  u n i t  t r a i n i n g ,  squad 
r i g h t  on up th rough  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  t r a i n i n g .  I r e c a l l  w e  went 
r i g h t  down t h e  ATP a s  f a r  a s  squad and p l a t o o n  l e v e l ,  I b e l i e v e .  
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I t  was because  I was g i v e n  t h e  p l a t o o n  ATT1s a t  t h e  t i m e .  Then w e  
went i n t o  t h e  Vietnam t y p e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  company and b a t t a l i o n .  
W e  had t h e  a r e a  t h e r e  a s s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  ATT and w e  would go o u t  
and o u r  b a t t a l i o n  was g iven  t h i s .  . The o p e r a t i o n  o r d e r  was "Our 
mi s s ion  is t o  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y  an A0 and A Company, B Company, 
C Company, D Company, " r i g h t  down t h e  l i n e  l i k e  t h a t .  I t  was 
t h a t  t y p e  of  t r a i n i n g .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  a g g r e s s o r s  i n  t h a t  pa r -
t i c u l a r  ATT were p l a n t e d  o u t .  They had caches  of  t h i s  and caches  
of  t h a t  h idden  o u t  i n  t h e  mounta ins ,  s i r .  

Q The emphas is  was on t h e  t a c t i c a l  s i d e  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  you might  e n c o u n t e r  i n  Vietnam? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Now, l e t ' s  s t a r t  t h i n k i n g  a l i t t l e  b i t  about  t h e  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s i d e  of  t h i s .  Coun te r in su rgency  t r a i n i n g  p e r  se 
c o v e r s  a l o t .  One p a r t  of t h e  emphasis  i s  t o  g e t  t o  know t h e  
p e o p l e ,  g e t  i n t o  an a r e a ,  t r y  t o  o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e ,  g e t  
t h e  peop le  on your  s i d e .  H o w  much was t h a t  emphasised a s  com-
pa red  w i t h  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  c l e a n i n g  o u t  
a v i l l a g e ,  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  of  f i n d i n g  a c a c h e ,  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  
of  t h e  f i g h t i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  I remember a f t e r  I had moved t o  b r i g a d e  
i n  August ,  t h e  S5 and I w e r e  p r e t t y  good f r i e n d s  t h e r e .  H i s  
o f f i c e  was r i g h t  down t h e  h a l l  from mine,  and I remember t h a t  
was p a r t  of o u r  POR q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  H e  had numerous hour s  t h a t  
he had t o  p i t c h  h i m s e l f  down a t ,  I t h i n k ,  company l e v e l ,  w i th -
i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  

Q Tha t  he had t o  p i t c h ?  H e  p i t c h e d  it h i m s e l f ?  

A .  P i t c h e d  it h i m s e l f .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  H e  was t h e  b r i g a d e  S5? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I t h i n k  he was p i t c h i n g  it h i m s e l f ,  
a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and company l e v e l  
t h e r e  w e r e  no g r e a t  emphasis  on t h i s  by t h e  s t a f f s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I c o u l d n ' t  answer t h a t ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know 
how much emphasis  was p l a c e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
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Q . You were a company o f f i c e r ?  

A. I was a company commander up u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1967 ,  
and t h e n  I was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  b a t t a l i o n  S3 u n t i l  I went  t o  b r i -
gade ,  s i r .  

Q So  a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  you would know o f  any 
real  emphas i s?  

A. Through t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I w a s  t h e r e ,  no ,  s i r ,  v e r y  
l i t t l e  i f  any.  

Q. Very l i t t l e  i f  any emphas i s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  Of c o u r s e  t h i s  was from J u l y  1966 t o  Jan-
ua ry  1967 when t h e  s t r e n g t h  was - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  when you w e r e  a company o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s  , s i r .  
e. 

Q What I ' m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i s  f o c u s i n g  i n  t h i s  area o f  P. .. 

t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  went  on d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1967.  What I ' m  ~ 7 .  

t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i s  r e a l l y  how much b a l a n c e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t e r i n -
su rgency  t r a i n i n g ,  how much more emphas i s  w a s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  com-
p a n i e s ?  4-I 

A. I d o n ' t  r eca l l  how many h o u r s  t h e  S5 had t o  g i v e  
t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q. T h i s  was a t  t h e  S5 l e v e l ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I remember him s a y i n g  he  had  t o  go down 
and make a p i t c h  t o  s u c h  and s u c h  a  company, t o d a y  and tomorrow 
o r  someth ing  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q A l l .  r i g h t .  

A. Now whe the r  t h e y  had  any t a u g h t  a t  company l e v e l  
o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: You s p e a k  a b o u t ,  " H e  had t o  make a p i t c h ,  " are 
you d e s c r i b i n g  a l i t t l e  l e c t u r e  t h a t  he  gave?  
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A. Yes, s ir .  H e  was t h e  pr imary i n s t r u c t o r  f o r  t h a t  
p e r i o d  of i n s t r u c t i o n ,  s i r .  

10: I want t o  go back t o  t h i s  l o g  a g a i n  ( ~ x h i b i tM-46). 
On your  i t e m  50 f o r  t h e  1 6 t h ,  y o u ' l l  see an i t e m  t h e r e  t h a t  s a y s  
30 o r  40 VC d e p a r t e d  t h e  a r e a  a t  0700 hours  go ing  e a s t ?  

(The w i t n e s s  examined t h e  document.)  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Can you g i v e  m e  any l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a n t i o n  why t h i s  
d i d n ' t  appea r  i n  t h e  Task Force  Barker  l o g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I s u r e  c a n ' t .  A s  i d e n t i f i e d  h e r e ,  it was 
r e p o r t e d  from Task Force  Barker  TOC. 

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I t  was of s u f f i c i e n t  impor tance  t h a t  
t h e y  p a s s  it on t o  you, b u t  w a s n ' t  of  s u f f i c i e n t  impor tance  t h a t  
t h e y  p u t  it on t h e i r  own l o g ?  

A. No r e a s o n  why t h e y  s h o u l d n ' t  e n t e r  it, s i r .  

Q I t  i n  e f f e c t  shou ld  be more i n c l u s i v e  t h a n  what t h e y  
p a s s e d  on? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I ' l l  ask  you a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n .  Do you remember see-
i n g  t h e  b r i g a d e  newspaper ,  c a l l e d  The T r i d e n t ,  d a t e d  22 March, 
which w e  have e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  M-17? I w i l l  
show you t h i s  and you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  e n t r y  on t h e  r i g h t  hand 
column of t h e  f i r s t  page.  

(The w i t n e s s  examined t h e  document.)  

You remember t h a t  a r t i c l e ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t ,  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  I r e a d  it a t  t h e  
t i m e .  I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

Q Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t ,  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  r i g h t  hand c o l -
umn t h e  second  pa rag raph  from t h e  bo t tom,  it makes a s t a t e m e n t ,  
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"One of t h e  t e n  s u s p e c t s  apprehended by t h e  company t o l d  an in-
t e r p r e t e r  t h a t  35 VC had moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  2 hour s  e a r -
l i e r .  " 

(The w i t n e s s  examines document.)  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I see it h e r e .  

Q. Now t h e r e ' s  n o t  much q u e s t i o n .  One s a y s  t h a t  30 
t o  40 l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h i s  a r t i c l e  s a y s  30 t o  40 came i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q T h a t ' s  q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n t  c o n n o t a t i o n  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you remember any d i s c u s s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s ?  
7 5 -

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  h-
L? 

Q. Somebody must have remembered t h a t  t h e  VC had l e f t  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  Then a l l  of a sudden s e e i n g  something l i k e  t h i s  +
where t h e  enemy had moved i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e y ' r e  v e r y  con- -4 
t r a d i c t i v e  o f  one a n o t h e r ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t ,  and t h e  s t r a n g e  t h i n g  is o u r  P I0  
l i e u t e n a n t ,  no rma l ly ,  when he  would w r i t e  h i s  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
he had t o  send  t o  d i v i s i o n  each  day ,  t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  t h a t  he would 
do i n  t h e  even ing  is  come through--would go th rough  t h e  d a i l y  
j o u r n a l  and I assume t h a t ' s  what he was d o i n g ,  g e t t i n g  n o t e s  f o r  
t h o s e  s q u i b s  t h a t  he would send  t o  d i v i s i o n .  

Q Y e s ,  he would have t o  do t h a t .  H e  d i d ,  however,  
have a r e p o r t e r  on t h e  ground t h a t  day. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  

Q. Now l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  l o g  t h a t  you have ,  f o r  t h e  1 7 t h ,  
do you r e c a l l  t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  be ing  r e p o r t e d ?  

(The w i t n e s s  examines t h e  document.)  
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A. I c a n ' t  remember them s p e c i f i c a l l y  b e i n g  r e p o r t e d  
no, s ir .  

Q Do you remember a n y t h i n g  unusua l  b e i n g  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
day o r  a n y t h i n g  unusual  t h a t  happened? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q. I have h e r e  an i n c l o s u r e  t o  E x h i b i t  R-1 which I would 
l i k e  t o  show t o  you. Th i s  i s  a one page s t a t e m e n t  d a t e d  1 4  A p r i l  
1968, and I would l i k e  you t o  look  a t  t h a t  p i e c e  of  pape r  and t e l l  
m e  whether  you 've  e v e r  s een  t h a t  p i e c e  of  pape r  o r  n o t  i n  t h e  
1 1 t h  Br igade  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o r  any p l a c e  around t h a t  o u t f i t ?  

(The w i t n e s s  examines t h e  document.)  

A. No, s i r ,  I h a v e n ' t  s e e n  t h i s .  

Q. I n  t h e  b r i g a d e  o r  any p l a c e ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Turn t h a t  page and look  a t  t h e  n e x t  two pages .  Now, 
t h i s  is supposedly  a p i e c e  of V i e t  Cong propaganda.  I a sk  you 
t o  look a t  t h e  n e x t  two pages and rev iew t h a t  and see i f  you 've  
e v e r  s een  t h a t  document? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Have you e v e r  s een  a n y t h i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  comparable  
t o  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I ' m  s u r e  I h a v e n ' t .  

Q J u s t  p u t  t h a t  down f o r  a minute  and l e t  m e  a sk  you 
a coup le  more q u e s t i o n s .  A t  some t i m e  o r  a n o t h e r ,  and I t a k e  
i t ,  it would be a l o n g  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  March, A p r i l  o r  con-
c e i v a b l y  even i n  May of  1968,  some young c h i l d r e n  went t o  LZ 
Up t igh t .  They i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had something t h e y  wanted t o  
g i v e  them i n  t e r m s  of  a document, o r  p i e c e  of  p a p e r ,  o r  l e t t e r ,  
i t ' s  been d e s c r i b e d  t o  m e .  This  l e t t e r  was d e l i v e r e d  and t h e c  
some d i s c u s s i o n  went on w i t h  t h e s e  y o u n g s t e r s  and t e l l i n g  them 
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e x a c t l y  how t o  g e t  o u t  of where t h e y  were s o  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  
g e t  i n t o  t h i s  mine f i e l d .  These y o u n g s t e r s  were supposed t o  have 
d e p a r t e d .  One of  them e v i d e n t l y  s t e p p e d  on a mine o r  something 
and was s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d ,  maybe one o r  two o f  them,.  and t h e y  
were f i n a l l y  e x t r a c t e d  from t h i s  a r e a .  Some o f  them were flown 
t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  and whether  t h e  o t h e r  one d i e d  o r  n o t  I d o n ' t  
q u i t e  r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  moment. I t  was a q u e s t i o n  o f  some young-
sters d e l i v e r i n g  something and t h e n  go ing  o u t ,  go ing  th rough  t h e  
m i n e f i e l d  and be ing  h u r t .  Do you remember t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  No, s i r .  I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q You r e c a l l  it e v e r  having  been r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  b r i -
gade TOC? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember it a t  a l l ,  s i r .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now, i n  your  t e s t imony  j u s t  some minu tes  
ago,  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you 'd  seen  a  r e p o r t  on i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
of t h i s  My L a i  i n c i d e n t ?  

CA'.J 

r-A. Y e s  , s i r .  U! 

Q Can you t e l l  us  abou t  t h i s ?  
4 

I remember a p i e c e  of p a p e r .  I ' m  a lmos t  p o s i t i v e  -i
A. 
t h a t  t h i s  w a s  between Major MCKNIGHT and Co lone l  HENDERSON, and 
it had something t o  do w i t h  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  b i t  on it. T h a t ' s  
t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  I a c t u a l l y  r e c a l l ,  m y s e l f ,  s tha t  was on t h a t  
p i e c e  of paper .  

Q Did you see t h a t  p i e c e  of  pape r?  

A.  I saw t h e  p i e c e  of  p a p e r ,  y e s .  

Q .  What d i d  it say?  

A. I c a n ' t  answer t h a t ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I re-
member s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  b e i n g  i n  t h e r e ,  something abou t  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  b u s i n e s s  on t h i s  p i e c e  o f  pape r .  The r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t  
i s  I had remembered h e a r i n g  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  e a r l i e r .  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  might  have caused  you t o  r e a d  it r a t h e r  
c a r e f u l l y  t h e n ,  w o u l d n ' t  i t ?  
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I don '  t t h i n k  s o .  

Q. Why? 

A. I d i d  s e e  t h e  p i e c e  of  p a p e r .  

Q What ' s  t h a t ?  

A. I d i d  see t h a t  p i e c e  of  pape r .  

Q. Did you r e a d  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I even r e a d  it a t  a l l  because  I t h i n k  
Major MCKNIGHT might  have had it i n  h i s  hand. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
remember, b u t  I d i d  see a p i e c e  of  pape r  l i k e  t h a t  and t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r  b u s i n e s s  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  my mind. But a n y t h i n g  else t h a t  
may have been i n  i t ,  I d o n ' t  know. The o n l y  p o i n t  t h a t  s t a n d s  
o u t  is t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  b i t ,  s i r .  

Q Were t h e r e  any comments i n  t h a t  c o n c e r n i n g  women 
and c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  k i l l e d ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge. No, s i r .  

Q Do you e v e r  remember a r e p o r t  of  women and c h i l d r e n  
be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q. Where d i d  you see t h e  document? 

A.  I ' m  s u r e  it was a t  t h e  TOC, and I t h i n k  Major MC-
KNIGHT was p a s s i n g  it t o  Colone l  HENDERSON o r  was f i x i n g  t o  g i v e  
it t o - C o l o n e l  HENDERSON, and he may have had it l a y i n g  on my 
desk ,  o r  someth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  r e a s o n  I say I c a n ' t  
remember r e a d i n g  t h e  whole t h i n g ,  p e r  se. 

Q What d i d  t h i s  document look l i k e ?  

A. I t  w a s  j u s t  j u s t  a t y p e w r i t t e n  copy. I t  might  have been 
h i s  d r a f t  copy,  i s  what it may have been .  

Q. Was it one page l o n g ,  o r  was it more? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, it was j u s t  one page 
long ,  y e s ,  s ir .  T h a t ' s  what makes m e  t h i n k  it may have been  
a d r a f t .  

(HENDERSON) 25 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-238 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Were t h e r e  some s t a t e m e n t s  a t t a c h e d  t o  it of any 
k ind?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s ir .  I ' d  
h a t e  t o  s a y  y e s  or no,  b u t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w e r e .  

Q. What t i m e  was t h i s ?  

A. Oh, Lord.  I ' d  say  it may have been a week a f t e r  
t h e  1 6 t h ,  somewhere a l o n g  i n  t h e r e .  

Q Do you remember Co lone l  HENDERSON a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
hav ing  h i s  l e g  i n  a c a s t ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h i s  exchange y o u ' r e  
t a l k i n g  abou t?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  l e g  b e i n g  i n  a c a s t  a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  b u t  he  had it i n  a c a s t  a l o n g  a b o u t  t h e n ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  know whether  it was a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  
o r  n o t ,  sir.  

F*. 

.. 
Q. -But t h i s  would be a week o r  s o  a f t e r  t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h i s  

inwould p u t  it up--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  would b e ,  I would say  c l o s e  t o  a -! 
week, 5 t o  7 d a y s ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  -i 

Q. Could it have been l o n g e r ?  

A.  I t  c o u l d  have been ,  y e s ,  s i r .  I t  c o u l d  have b e e n ,  
maybe n o t  t h a t  l o n g ,  b u t  it c o u l d  have been l o n g e r ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  it does  seem odd t o  m e ,  C a p t a i n  HENDERSON, 
t h a t  you hea rd  t h i s  r e p o r t  where a c a p t a i n  o r  a w a r r a n t  o f f -
icer had h i s  guns t r a i n e d  on American t r o o p s ,  and you h e a r d  
t h a t  on t h e  e v e n i n g  of t h e  1 6 t h  o r  sometime on t h e  1 6 t h ,  y e t  
when a r e p o r t  comes i n ,  o r  a t  leas t  i t ' s  c a l l e d  t o  your  a t -
t e n t i o n  i n  one way o r  a n o t h e r ,  you remember s e e i n g  it ,  b u t  
you d o n ' t  remember any of  t h e  d e t a i l s ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  why I t h i n k  it may have been i n  t h e  
p r o c e s s  of b e i n g  p a s s e d  from Major MCKNIGHT t o  t h e  c o l o n e l  
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  s i r ,  when I r e a d  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  it. 
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Q . DO you r e c a l l  Major MCKNIGHT hav ing  made t h i s  r e p o r t ,  
p r e p a r e d  i t ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  he d i d .  I c o u l d n ' t  swear  t o  t h a t ,  b u t  he 
d i d  most of  t h e  w r i t i n g  o v e r  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  H e  had one 
major  t h a t  he lped  him b u t  I ' m  s u r e  Major MCKNIGHT would have 
w r i t t e n  t h a t  r e p o r t ,  s i n c e  t h e  o t h e r  a s s i s t a n t  S3 had no f i r s t -
hand knowledge whatsoever .  

Q Who normally d i d  a l l  t h e  t y p i n g  t h e r e  i n  t.he S3 shop? 

A.  W e  had a t y p i s t  ove r  t h e r e  i n  t h e  S3 shop. Now, 
what was t h a t  k i d ' s  name? 

Q A t  one t i m e  had t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  been q u i t e  c l o s e l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Genera l  LIPSCOMB? 

A.  The t y p i s t ?  

Q. Y e s ,  maybe h i s  d r i v e r  o r  e n l i s t e d  a i d e ?  

A. W e  had a man i n  t h e  S3 s e c t i o n  who used t o  be Gen-
e r a l  LIPSCOMB'S s t e n o g r a p h e r ,  I b e l i e v e .  That  r i n g s  a b e l l .  
I t h i n k  he worked i n  ou r  S3 shop f o r  a w h i l e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  re-
member t h e  t y p i s t ' s  name who was ove r  a t  t h e  S3  shop. Our 
s e r g e a n t  major  was JOHNSON, I t h i n k  t h a t  was h i s  name. 

Q Y e s .  With r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  d i d  t h e  r e p o r t  
come t o  any k i n d  of c o n c l u s i o n  a t  a l l ?  Here w e  have t h i s  a-
v i a t o r  and s o  on t h a t  you 've  been t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  b u t  d i d  t h e  
r e p o r t  have any f i n d i n g s ,  o r  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  o r  recommendations 
i n  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you g e t  any impress ion  from Major MCKNIGHT 
a s  t o  what he .had concluded abou t  t h i s  t h i n g ?  

A. Tha t  t h i s  was j u s t  abou t  t h e  end of it, was t h e  i m -
p r e s s i o n  of it, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did he  i n d i c a t e  upon what he based  t h a t  c o n c l u s i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Did you unde r s t and  t h a t  he was t r y i n g  t o  de t e rmine  
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whether  someone was g u i l t y  of misconduct ,  o r  what  d i d  you un-
d e r s t a n d  t o  have been  t h e  s u b j e c t  of  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A.  From t h e  h e a r s a y  e a r l i e r  abou t  t h e  p i l o t ,  my i m -
p r e s s i o n  was somebody was b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  f o r  s h o o t i n g  a 
c i v i l i a n .  

10: A c i v i l i a n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Was there a n  i n d i v i d u a l  ment ioned? 

A. I n  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  y e s ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember 
an i n d i v i d u a l  b e i n g  mentioned i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  I n  t h e  conver-
s a t i o n ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q .  W e l l ,  who was t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  ment ioned a s  hav ing  
s h o t  t h e  c i v i l i a n ?  Who i s  b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A.  C a p t a i n  MEDINA. I t  was j u s t  abou t  l i k e  what  w e  ' v e  F -

-. . 
s e e n  i n  t h e  p a p e r s  s i n c e  t h e n ,  t h e  woman w i t h  t h e  hand g re - L. .. 

nade b u s i n e s s .  L' 

Q W e l l ,  was t h i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  Major M C K N I G H T ' s  re- --
p o r t  a t  t h a t  t ime?  --i 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a name b e i n g  i n  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  i n  h i s  
r e p o r t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a name o f  an American b e i n g  i n  it men-
t i o n e d  i n  h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q How d i d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  f i g u r e  i n  t h i s  s t o r y ?  You 
s a i d  t h i s  was t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  b u s i n e s s ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q What was t h e  r e p o r t  abou t?  Was it a b o u t  a  c a p t a i n  
s h o o t i n g  a  c i v i l i a n ,  o r  was it abou t  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p e r s o n n e l  w i t h  t h e  ground f o r c e s ?  

A. A s  b e s t  I can  remember on t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
had s t o p p e d  t h e r e ,  and it was t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  guy t h a t  was 
on t h e  doorgun t h a t  was t o l d  t o  h o l d  back t h e  Americans,  and 
it mentioned t h e  p i l o t  g e t t i n g  o u t ,  check ing  w i t h  t h e  Vietnam-
ese c i v i l i a n ,  checking  t h e  c i v i l i a n  h i m s e l f .  
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Q . W e l l ,  t h i s  i s ,  I t h i n k  a l i t t l e  more t h a n  came o u t  
a s  you s t a r t e d  t o  r e c a l l  t h i s  b e f o r e .  So  t h e r e  w a s  a ques -
t i o n  o f  t h e  s h o o t i n g  of a c i v i l i a n ,  and t h e r e  w a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  be tween  t h e  doorgunner  and  t h e  American 
f o r c e s ,  and  t h e  p i l o t  g e t t i n g  o u t  and h a v i n g  a c o n v e r s a t i o n .  
Now what  d i d  you u n d e r s t a n d  w a s  t h e  r e l a t i o n  be tween  t h e  p i -
l o t ' s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  and C a p t a i n  MEDINA s h o o t i n g  a c i v i l i a n ?  

A.  I t i e d  it t o g e t h e r  as t h e  doo rgunne r  h o l d i n g  MEDINA 
a c t u a l l y ,  and t h e  p i l o t  c h e c k i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n  t h a t  w a s  t h e r e  
on t h e  g round .  T h a t ' s  wha t  I t i e d  it t o g e t h e r  as ,  s i r .  

Q Have you e v e r  t a l k e d  w i t h  C a p t a i n  MEDINA a b o u t  t h i s ?  

A. R e f e r e n c e  t h a t ?  No, s i r .  

Q. Did you a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A.  No, s i r .  H e  was up w i t h  Task F o r c e  B a r k e r .  I d i d -
n ' t  t a l k  t o  him. 

Q. W e l l ,  v e r y  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  he  l e f t  Task F o r c e  
B a r k e r ,  d i d n ' t  h e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  was back w i t h  t h e  1/20 f o r  
a w h i l e ,  and t h e n  he  wen t  t o  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. W e l l ,  d i d  you e v e r  t a l k  t o  him a b o u t  i t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  n o ,  s i r .  

Q. Okay, h e ' s  an  o l d  f r i e n d  of  y o u r s  f rom wha t  y o u ' v e  
s a i d ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q And you knew t h a t  h e  had  been  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  an  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and you n e v e r  t a l k e d  a b o u t  i t ?  

A.  I d i d n ' t  ment ion  t h a t  t o  him, n o ,  s i r .  

I0 : Was t h e r e  any ment ion  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  a b o u t  a s e r -
g e a n t  f i r i n g  i n t o  a d i t c h  o r  i n t o  some p e o p l e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge.  
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Q Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  conce rn ing  t h i s  h e l i c o p t e r
, , i l o t  u s i n g  smoke g renades  t o , m a r k  wounded c i v i l i a n s ?  

A.  N O ,  s ir .  

O r  t o  mark VC? 

A.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s i r .  T h a t  r i n g s  a b e l l  b u t  I w o u l d n ' t  
swear  t o  i t  b u t  t h a t  does  r i n g  a b e l l ,  t h e r e ,  s i r .  

Q Y e s .  T h i s  p a r t  of  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  C a p t a i n  MEDINA? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  t h a t  d i s c u s s e d  r e f e r e n c e  Cap-
t a i n  MEDINA. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Now, a s  f a r  a s  you r e c a l l ,  t h i s  p a p e r  amounted t o  
j u s t  one page? 

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  s i r ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge. I 
w o u l d n ' t  want  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  i t  w a s  o r  i t  w a s n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q And whose s i g n a t u r e  b l o c k  was it p r e p a r e d  f o r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  have  any i d e a ,  s ir .  

Q. Who was it a d d r e s s e d  t o ?  

A. Normally,  a command l e t t e r  l i k e  t h a t ,  Major MC-
K N I G H T  would have  o u r  t y p i s t  p u t  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  s i g n a t u r e  
on it. 

8. W e l l ,  do  you r e c a l l  whether  it had C o l o n e l  HENDER-
SON'S s i g n a t u r e  b lock  o r  n o t ?  And who was it a d d r e s s e d  t o ,  
do you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t .  

MR MACCRATE: Was t h i s  t h e  same r e p o r t  t h a t  you r e f e r r e d  t o ,  
t h a t  you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t y p e d ,  t h a t  d e a l t  w i t h  c i v i l i a n  cas-
u a l t i e s ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  Gene ra l  PEERS p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  you t h e  en-
t r y  i n  t h e  Task Force  Barke r  j o u r n a l ,  b u t  had n o t  shown up 
i n  your  b r i g a d e  j o u r n a l  o r  t h e  o t h e r  way around? You i n d i -
c a t e d  t h a t  you had s e e n  some pape r  w i t h  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
r e f e r r e d  t o .  Was t h i s  a d i f f e r e n t  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  t h a n  t h e  
one you j u s t  have  been  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  I u n d e r s t a n d  
what y o u ' r e  a s k i n g  m e  now. 

Q W e l l ,  e a r l i e r  t h i s  morning when G e n e r a l  PEERS 
asked  you a b o u t  t h e  absence  of  a c e r t a i n  e n t r y  r e l a t i n g  
t o  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  you s a i d  you c o u l d n ' t  e x p l a i n  
t h a t  b u t  you d i d  know t h a t  you had s e e n  a p i e c e  of  p a p e r  
w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  
t h a t ' s  what I u n d e r s t o o d  you t o  s a y .  My q u e s t i o n  is  what  
p i e c e  of pape r  w e r e  you t h e n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ?  Was it t h i s  
r e p o r t  of Major MCKNIGHT1sI o r  was t h e r e  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  
p i e c e  of p a p e r  t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A.  I remember t e l l i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  t h a t  w e  had 
d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  a t  t h e  m e s s  t h a t  even ing .  I d o n ' t  r e m e m -
b e r  s e e i n g  a n o t h e r  p i e c e  of p a p e r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s i r .  

10 :  I have h e r e  a n o t h e r  document c a l l e d  Combat 
Ac t ion  R e p o r t ,  d a t e d  28 March, which h a s  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  E x h i b i t  R-2. May I a s k  you t o  t a k e  
a look  a t  t h a t  document t o  see i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h i s  document? Recognize  i f  you 
w i l l ,  C a p t a i n  HENDERSON, t h a t  t h i s  i s  a t r u e  copy. 
The document i t s e l f  was on s t a n d a r d  s i z e  t y p i n g  p a p e r .  
Tha t  a t t a c h m e n t  i s  j u s t  an o v e r l a y  showing t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
DO you r e c a l l  hav ing  s e e n  t h a t  document? 

(Wi tness  examines t h e  document.  ) 

A. N O ,  s i r .  I ' m  s u r e  I ' v e  n e v e r  s e e n  it. 

Q .  T h i s  i s n ' t  t h e  document,  t h e n ,  t h a t  you saw 
t h a t  was b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  between Co lone l  HENDERSON and 
Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. No, s i r .  I ' m  s u r e  i t ' s  n o t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  b r i g a d e  had r e c e i v e d  a re-
q u e s t  from d i v i s i o n  on 19 March r e q u e s t i n g  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t  of A/3/1 i n  a 23 Feb rua ry  c o n t a c t ?  Also  a r e p o r t  
of the 1 March t r a w l e r  i n c i d e n t  and a l s o  a r e p o r t  o f  C I D  
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and S p e c i a l  Fo rces  beg inn ing  on 7 March and a l s o  a n o t h e r  
f o r  t h e  1/20 on 16 March? 

A. No, s i r .  These were r e q u e s t s  from d i v i s i o n  a t  
abou t  t h a t  t ime?  

Q Y e s .  

A.  No, sir .  Normally t h e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  a f t e r  a c t i o n  
r e p o r t s  l i k e  t h a t  came down from t h e  a c t i o n  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  
G3. Most of t h e  t i m e  it was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  S3 t h a t  worked 
o v e r  i n  t h e  S3  shop i t s e l f ,  s i r .  H e  d i d  most o f  t h e  w r i t -
i n g  of t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  W e  
d i d  none o f  t h o s e ,  i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q W e l l ,  y o u ' r e  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s ,  t hen .  Fo r  
t h i s  r e a s o n  you would p robab ly  n o t  b e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  one  
of t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  was s u b m i t t e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  i t ?  

A. 
v-

No, s i r .  P,-,
L*, 

L(: 

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  you t h i s  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r ,  E x h i b i t  
R - 1  a g a i n ,  and a s k  you i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  which 
you saw b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  between Co lone l  HENDERSON and Major , 

-4 
4 

MCKNIGHT. 

A. No, s i r .  I ' m  s u r e  it i s n ' t .  

Q T h i s  t h e n ,  i s  n o t  the p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  t h a t  you saw 
b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d ?  You'd i n d i c a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  t h a t  t h e  p i e c e  
of  pape r  you saw concerned  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- T h i s  one  h a s  no r e f e r e n c e  t o  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  

A. T o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, I don '  t t h i n k  I have 
e v e r  s e e n  this one ,  sir .  A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  I ' m  s u r e  I 
h a v e n ' t .  
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Q Now, ' I b e l i e v e  you were on v e r y  f r i e n d l y  terms 
w i t h  your  S5,  C a p t a i n  KESHEL? 

A.  c a p t a i n  KESHEL, y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you remember any c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  him concern-
i n g  what had happened t h e r e  and some of  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
had come t o  him th rough  t h e  S5 c h a n n e l s ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q .  Was t h e r e  any p o s s i b l e  c o n f l i c t  between C a p t a i n  
GOUZOULES, w i t h  CALHOUN o r  BARKER o r  any o f  these peop le?  
Do you know C a p t a i n  GOUZOULES? 

A.  GONZALES? Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  he  was up i n  4 / 3  
I t h i n k  one  of  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  up t h e r e .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q GOUZOULES, n o t  GONZALES, who was t h e  S5 o f f i c e r  
of t h e  4 / 3 .  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  know him. GONZALES i s  t h e  man 
I t h o u g h t  you were r e f e r r i n g  t o .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  GOUZOULES hav ing  
any problems w i t h  CALHOUN. and HENDERSON? 

A.  NO,  s i r .  

Q.  Did anybody e v e r  c a u t i o n  you a b o u t  n o t  t a l k i n g  o r  
l e t ' s  . s t o p  any rumors ,  and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  a r e  go ing  on around 
h e r e  c o n c e r n i n g  an  o p e r a t i o n  o u t  a t  t h e  Son My a r e a ?  

A.  N O ,  s i r .  

Q .  Did you have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  e n l i s t e d  men 
were aware of  o r  do ing  any t a l k i n g  conce rn ing  a n y t h i n g  
which may have  t r a n s p i r e d  a l o n g  abou t  t h i s  t i m e  when you 
were i n  t h e  TOC? 

A.  N O ,  s i r .  

Q. And you w e r e  a member of t h i s  command, and you 
were w e l l  known t h r o u g h o u t  h e r e ,  and you had  a good p u l s e  
on e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  was go ing  on i n  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  d i d n ' t  
you? 
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A. F a i r ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And y o u r s  w a s  a key p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  you p robab ly  had a b e t t e r  
i n s i g h t  t h a n  I would s a y  99.9 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  peop le  i n  t h e  
b r igade .  But you neve r  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  from t h e  e n l i s t e d  men 
and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. No, s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you t a l k e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  w i t h  
Major TUMELSON r e c e n t l y ?  

A. H e  and I t a l k e d  r e c e n t l y ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q 
Lo

What d i d  he i n d i c a t e  a s  t o  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t  LO 
s e c t i o n  of  March and A p r i l  1968? LO 

A. J u s t  l i k e  mine, s i r ,  a lmost  none, w a s  h i s  i n d i c a -
t i o n s  t o  m e ,  sir. 

Q. Was he an a i d e  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. I 'm  a lmos t  s u r e  he was s t i l l  i n  t h e  company. H e  
c a r r i e d  a company t o  Vietnam i n  December. Then l a t e r  he  was 
Genera l  GETTYS' a i d e .  I ' m  s u r e  it was a f t e r  t h a t .  H e  was 
probably  down i n  t h e  3/1 a t  t h e  t i m e ,  s ir .  

Q. H e  d i d n ' t  i n d i c a t e  any s p e c i a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  
e v e n t s ?  

A. No, sir .  H e  d i d n ' t  

Q. What abou t  Major ROBB? 

A. None wha t soeve r ,  s ir .  H e  was, I t h i n k ,  a t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  t h e  S4 down i n  t h e  1/20. A l l  we  d i d  was d i s -
c u s s  t h e  news e v e n t s  t h a t  w e  had seen .  E r n i e  and h e  were 
p r e t t y  good f r i e n d s  a l s o ,  Cap ta in  MEDINA and h e ,  sir .  

Q. Anything from L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  HENRIONNET? 
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A. HENRIONNET? N O ,  s i r .  B a s i c a l l y  a l l  of  my d i s c u s -
s i o n  w i t h  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  j u s t  what w e  had s e e n  and r e a d  
r e c e n t l y  s i n c e  w e  had been t h e r e  a t  Benning. 

Q. What h a d  Co lone l  HENRIONNET'S p o s i t i o n  been i n  
March and A p r i l  1968? 

A. I ' m  a lmos t  s u r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  he  would s t i l l  be  
e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of t h e  3/1,  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  b r i -
gade ,  s ir .  I t h i n k  he g o t  promoted a l i t t l e  la te r  and would 
have gone t o  d i v i s i o n .  

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  a C a p t a i n  Winston 
GOUZOULES, t h e  S5 a t  t h e  4/3? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  I ' v e  neve r  t a l k e d  t o  him. No, s i r .  

Q. Then you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  Cap ta in  KESHEL 
speak ing  abou t  him? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q How d i d  you u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  w e r e  between 
Co lone l  ANISTRANSKI and Cap ta in  KESHEL? 

A. Who, s i r ?  

Q. Colone l  ANISTRANSKI, t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 5 .  Did you e v e r  
t a l k  w i t h  C a p t a i n  KESHEL abou t  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  h e a r i n g  the name, s i r .  

COL ARMSTRONG: When you r e a d  a b o u t  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  Cap ta in  
HENDERSON, i n .  t h e  newspaper 5 o r  6 months ago ,  what was your  
r e a c t i o n ?  

A. P e r s o n a l l y ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. I s t i l l  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it happened, s i r .  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  it. 

Q. Were you shocked by t h i s ?  
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A. Y e s  , s i r ,  I was. 

Q I know how you f e l t .  L e t ' s  go back t o  when you 
w e r e  f i r s t  t a l k i n g  t o  us .  You mentioned t h a t  i n  t h e  TOC it-
s e l f  t h e r e  was a l o t  of  e x c i t e m e n t  go ing  on conce rn ing  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. This  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  b i g  k i l l .  You s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  
r e p o r t s  on t h e  f i r s t  b i g  k i l l  t h a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  had ,  s o  t o  
speak?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Was t h a t  t h e  exc i t emen t?  What was t h e  n a t u r e  of  -. 

t h i s  exc i t emen t?  T y p i c a l  TOC s t u f f ,  "Boy, w e ' r e  r e a l l y  f i r i n g  "--. 
it up t h i s  t ime?"  LT: 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. This  was t h e  t e l e p h o n e  guy, t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  map 
markers  ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  j u s t  t h e  normal e x c i t e m e n t ,  I g u e s s ,  
t h a t  is a s  any o t h e r  TOC, b u t  t h a t ' s  j u s t  aboub what it 
was, s ir .  

Q. A v i c t o r y ?  

A. Ready t o  go and g e t  them, y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h i s  and e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  no c a s u a l t i e s  s o  t o  speak ,  on o u r  
s i d e .  This  was what was s o  good. 

Q. T h i s  o p e r a t i o n  went o v e r  s e v e r a l  days .  The com-
p a n i e s  were down i n  t h a t  a r e a  f o r  a c o u p l e  o f  days  l o n g e r .  
Did you e v e r  s e n s e  a r e a c t i o n  s e t t i n g  i n  o f ,  "Maybe t h i s  
w a s n ' t  s o  h o t  a f t e r  a l l ? "  

A.  No, s i r .  T h a t ' s  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  I had g o t  s i n c e  
t h e  s t o r y  b roke ,  though.  And I t h i n k  t a l k i n g  t o  some of t h e  
o t h e r  boys t h a t  w e r e  i n  o u r  b r i g a d e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t  w a s  t h e  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  we 'd  had s i n c e  t h e n .  
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Q S ince  t h e n ,  b u t  n o t  a t  t h a t  t ime?  

A. No s i r ,  n o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q . What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  i s :  Was t h e r e  any 
way t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  up th rough  t h e  en-
l i s t e d  men? Who would have t h i s  k i n d  o f  r e a c t i o n  among them, 
s o r t  of a l e t t i n g  down? 

A. A s  t h e  g e n e r a l  s a y s ,  I was p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
e n l i s t e d  men t h a t  worked f o r  m e ,  t h e r e  i n  t h e  TOC, e s p e c i -
a l l y .  I ' m  s u r e  t h e y  neve r  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  I ' m  
s u r e  of t h a t .  No r e sen tmen t  o r  no rumors g o i n g  th rough  
e n l i s t e d  c h a n n e l s  up th rough  b r i g a d e  s e r g e a n t  major  o r  t h e  
S3 s e r g e a n t .  H e  and I w e r e  p r e t t y  c l o s e .  I ' m  s u r e  of t h a t ,  
s i r .  

10: I wish you 'd  t h i n k  back a g a i n  abou t  t h i s  p i e c e  of  
p a p e r  t h a t  you saw w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t i m e ,  s i z e  o f  t h e  p a p e r ,  and 
what i t  s a i d  on it. See i f  you can  add a n y t h i n g  t o  what 
you have i n d i c a t e d ,  because  w e  do  have t h i s  one i m p o r t a n t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which does  n o t  d i r e c t  i t s e l f  t o  any h e l i -
c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  o r  any p o s s i b l e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  
of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  I t  would be ex t r eme ly  h e l p f u l  i f  you d i d  
have some a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t s  t h a t  you c o u l d  p r e s e n t  t o  u s .  
A r e  you c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s u r e  of  t h e  t ime?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  it w a s n ' t  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  --

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  w a s n ' t  t h i s  p a p e r  t h a t  c o u l d  
have come o u t  a l m o s t  a month and a h a l f  a f t e r ,  5 or 6 weeks 
a f t e r w a r d ?  

A. I ' m  a lmos t  s u r e  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  t h a t  l o n g ,  s i r .  

Q The e v e n t  was s t i l l  p r e t t y  f r e s h  i n  your  mind, 
is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Through c a s u a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  and t h e n  
reca l l  s e e i n g  it on t h e  pape r  i s  what .  . . . But a n y t h i n g  
else on it, t h e  "TO" o r  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  b l o c k ,  I d o n ' t  know, 
s ir .  

Q. Was it d i r e c t e d  toward an  a l l e g a t i o n  which may
have been made by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  t h e  one-page job?  
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A. I would s a y  s o ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And it concluded  t h e r e  was no b a s i s  o f  f a c t  o r  
founda t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  That  was what I g a t h e r e d  a s  t h e  conclu-
s i o n .  

MR MACCRATE: Did it i n d i c a t e  who had conducted  t h e  a c t u a l  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  b e i n g  t a l k e d  t o  and t h e  r e s p o n s e s  
made by them? 

A. I want t o  say  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ' s  name 
was on t h e r e ,  s i r ,  b u t  I wouldn' t swear t o  it. The o n l y  -. 
r eason  h i s  name is  f r e s h  is  from m e  r e a d i n g  it i n  t h e  pape r .  L .  -
But I w o u l d n ' t  want t o  swear  t h a t  h i s  name was i n  t h a t  re- CIfi 
p o r t ,  b u t  it seems t h a t  it was. 

Q. I t  is  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  it w a s  Major M C K N I G H T  -4 
who had p r e p a r e d  t h i s  p a p e r ,  r e p o r t i n g  on such i n v e s t i g a - -i 
t i o n  a s  had been conducted  t o  t h a t  t ime?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  was my i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  he had pre-
pa red  t h e  pape r  f o r  p o s s i b l y  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  s i g n a t u r e ,  o r  
maybe he h a d n ' t  w r i t t e n  it, b u t  I assumed t h a t s h e  had.  B e -
cause  of  t h e  l a c k  o f  knowledge of  t h e  o t h e r  a s s i s t a n t  S3. 

10: I d o n ' t  want t o  p u t  t h o u g h t s  i n  your  mind o r  words 
i n  your  mouth, b u t  d i d  t h i s  pape r  s a y  a n y t h i n g  abou t  hav ing  
t a l k e d  t o  Cap ta in  MEDINA, and hav ing  t a l k e d  t o  a l a r g e  num-
b e r  of peop le  i n  t h e  company and hav ing  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  h e l i -
c o p t e r  p i l o t s ?  

A. W e l l ,  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  peop le  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  
But t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  does  r i n g  a b e l l .  And I ' m  s a y i n g  
I wou ldn ' t  want t o  swear t o  it s i n c e  I have s e e n  h i s  name 
i n  t h e  paper .  

Q. I a m  j u s t  t a l k i n g  abou t  what you know. 

A. But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a y i n g  t h a t  
t h e s e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  had been i n t e r v i e w e d .  NO, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  
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Q Y e s .  

MR MACCRATE: C a p t a i n  HENDERSON, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of h e a r i n g  t h a t  Co lone l  HENDERSON went o u t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  
d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  frame and spoke w i t h  Cap ta in  MEDINA i n  t h e  
f i e l d  w i t h  h i s  company, o u t  on an o p e r a t i o n ?  

A.  You mean go ing  o u t  on t h e  ground w i t h  t h e  company, 
s i r ?  

Q. Y e s ,  i n  f a c t  go ing  o u t  and making a s p e c i a l  l and -
i n g .  They had t o  pop smoke t o  i n d i c a t e  where he  was coming 
down. H e  w a s  on t h e  ground f o r  a p e r i o d  of  t i m e  t a l k i n g  t o  
C a p t a i n  MEDINA. 

A. No, s i r .  

Q I f  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  your  b r i g a d e  made 
such a t r i p ,  i t ' s  someth ing  t h a t  you would have known a b o u t  
a s  it happened,  would you n o t ?  

A.  Normally,  y e s ,  s i r .  I f  he would t a k e  o f f ,  e i t h e r  
someone i n  t h e  chopper  w i t h  him o r  h i s  p i l o t  would c a l l  m e  
and g i v e  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  a s  t o  where t h e y  w e r e  go ing .  
I ' d  j u s t  w r i t e  it on t h e  s i d e  of my boa rd  up t h e r e  s o  t h a t  
I would know where he was a t  a l l  t i m e s .  When khey would 
g e t  t h e r e  and d e p a r t ,  t h e n  someone i n  t h e  chopper  would 
ca l l  m e  a g a i n  and s a y  he d e p a r t e d  h e r e  f o r  somewhere e l se ,  
and I d o n ' t  recal l  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  No, s i r .  

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  Major MCKNIGHT coming 
back t o  t h e  TOC and t e l l i n g  you a b o u t  g o i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  
and l a n d i n g  w i t h  Co lone l  HENDERSON and t a l k i n g  t o  C a p t a i n  
MEDINA? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  No, s i r .  

Q.  Anything abou t  a  mee t ing  of  C o l o n e l  HENDERSON w i t h  
C a p t a i n  MEDINA i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  you reca l l ,  from Major 
MCKNIGHT? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any such  
meet ing .  No, s i r ,  n o t  b e i n g  ment ioned .  
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10: Do you e v e r  reca l l  anybody men t ion ing  a  mee t ing  
between Genera l  YOUNG, Co lone l  HENDERSON, Co lone l  BARKER, 
Colonel  HOLLADAY, t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  Major WATKE, 
t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  123d A v i a t i o n  a e r o - s c o u t  com-
pany a t  LZ D o t t i e  on o r  a b o u t  17 o r  18 March? 

A. N O ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  a n y t h i n g ,  a s i d e  from what  you 
have a l r e a d y  t o l d ,  where you hea rd  t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  con-
c e r n i n g  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ?  Did you e v e r  h e a r  o r  see- any-
t h i n g  which would a r o u s e  your  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  someth ing  unus-
u a l  may have t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  Son My o r  My L a i  a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  s t o r y  broke  a f t e r  I had 
come home. ?, . .. 

3-. 
Q. You have been q u i t e  h e l p f u l  t o  u s  C a p t a i n  HENDERSON. u.: 
I would ask  you t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  t h i n k  abou t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
p i e c e  of paper  and t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  your  s e e i n g  
t h i s  p i e c e  of pape r .  Obviously you had an o p p o r t u n i t y ,  i f  f 

-I 
n o t  t o  r e a d  t h e  whole document, t o  r e a d  p a r t  o f  it. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q See i f  you can r e f l e c t  a l i t t l e  more on it and 
p o s s i b l y  some of  t h e  b i t s  and p i e c e s  may come t o  mind. I f  
you do ,  I would l i k e  v e r y  much t o  have you g e t  i n  touch  w i t h  
Major LYNN o r  t h i s  o f f i c e  s o  t h a t  w e  can t a k e  advan tage  of  
t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I t e l l  you t h a t  it is q u i t e  i m p o r t a n t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q I n , a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you have o r  know o f  any documents 
such as d i r e c t i v e s ,  r e p o r t s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a e r i a l  p h o t o s ,  
pho tos ,  maps, a n y t h i n g  which would be o f  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us  
we'd l i k e  t o  t a k e  advantage  o f  t h o s e .  A s  you can  see, w e  
a l r e a d y  have a g r e a t  number of  t h e  documents a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
t h i s  e v e n t ,  b u t  any o t h e r s  t h a t  r e l a t e  d i r e c t l y  t o  it o r  i n -
d i r e c t l y  f o r  t h a t  matter, we'd l i k e  t o  have an  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  t a k e  a look  a t  them. A t  t h i s  t i m e  I g i v e  you an  oppor-
t u n i t y  t o  a s k  any q u e s t i o n s  o f  us you may l i k e  t o  a s k ,  o r ,  
i f  you 'd  l i k e ,  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d .  
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A. NO,  s i r .  I have no q u e s t i o n s  t o  a sk .  

Q DO you c a r e  t o  make a s t a t m e n t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  I though t  Cap ta in  MEDINA 
was one of  t h e  b e s t  o f f i c e r s  and one of  t h e  n i c e s t  f e l l o w s  
t h a t  I have e v e r  been a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h .  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I 
d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it when t h e  s t o r y  b r o k e ,  and I s t i l l  d o n ' t ,  
p e r s o n a l l y .  

I0: W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  b e i n g  h e r e .  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  
recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1239 h o u r s ,  26 January  
1970. ) 
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