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(1) acted ns a refevee in a case In which he Is directly or In-
divectly Interested; ov (2) purchased, while a referce, dlrectly
or indirectly, any property of the estate In bankruptey of
which he Is referce; or (3) refused, while & referee or trustee,
to permit a reasonable opportunity for the Inspectlon of the
acconnts relating to the affalrs of, and the papers nnd records
of, estated in his charge by parties lu intevest when divected
by the court so to do.

(d) A persoa shall not be prosecuted for any offense aris-
fug under this title unless the indietment 1s found or the in-
formation fy filed in court within one year after tlie commmis-
sion of the offense, (July 1, 1898, c. 641, § 20, 30 Stat. 574.)

53. Rules, forms, and orders,—All nccessury rules, forms,
und orders us to procedure and for corrying the provistons of
thig title into force and effect shall be preseribed, and may
be amended from time to thme, by the Supreme Court of the
Unlted States. (July 1, 1808, c, 541, § 30, 30 Stat, 651.)

54, Computation of time,~—\Whenever time 1s cnumerated by
days in this title, or In any proceeding in bankruptey, the
number of days shall be computed by excluding the first and
including the lnst, unless the last fall on a Sunday or holi-
day, in which event the day lust included shall be the next
day thereafter whieh I¢ not a Sunday or a legal holiday.
(July 1, 1898, ¢, 5641, § 31, 30 Stat. 574.)

55, Transfer of cases.—In the event petitlons are flied
agninst the same pevrson, or against different members of a
parinership, I different courts of bankruptey each of whlch
has jurlsdictlon, the eases shall be traunsferred, by order of
the courts relinquishing juvisdiction, to and be consoliduated by
the one of such courts which can proeeed with the snme for
thie greatest convenlence of parties In interest. (July 1,
1808, ¢, 541, § 32, 30 Stat. §54.)

Chapter 5.——OFFICERS, THEIR DUTIES AND COMPEN-
SATION,

Sec.
81, Creatlon of two oflices.

62, Referces; appolntment, removal, and districts of.
63, Same; qunlifications,

a4, Same; oaths.

G5, Snme; number.

66. Smine; Jjurisdiction.

67, 8ame; dutles.

68, Same; compensation,

60, Same; contempts before.

70, Same; records,

71. Same; absence or dlsability,

T2, Trustees ; appolutment,

Same; qualifieatious,

T4 Same; denth or removal,

75, Same; dutles,

. Compensation of tristees, rvecelvers, and mavshals,
Accounts and papers of trustecs.

78. Bonds of referees and trustees.

70, Duties of clerks,

80, Ices of clerks and marshals,

81, Dutles of Attorney General,

82, Btatlsties of bankruptey proceedings,

Section 61. Crcation of two offices.—~The oflices of referce
and trustee are created. (July 1, 1808, . 541, § 33, 30 Stat,
655.)

62. Referees; appointment, removal, and districts of—Courts
of bankruptey shall, within the tevritorial Hmlits of which they
respectively have jurisdiction, (1) appolnt referces, each for a
term of two years, and may, In their discretion, remove them
becu*: their services are not nceded or for other cauge; aud
(2) designate, and from time to tlme ehange, the Umits of the
districts of referees, so that cach county, where the services of
a referee are needed, may constltute at least one distrletl, (July
1, 1898, c. b41, § 34, 30 Stat. 655.)

63. Same; qualifications.—Individuals shall not he eligible to
appointment as referces unless they are, respeclively, (1) com-
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peteut to perform the dutfes of that ofiice; (2) not holding any
oftice of profit or emolument under the laws of the United
States or of any Stute other thmur commissioners of deeds,
Justices of the peace, masters in chancery, or uotaries publle;
(3) not relnted by consanguinity or aftinity, within the thixd
degree as determined by the common v, to auy of the judges
of the eonrts of bankruptcy, or of the justices or judges of the
appellate courts of the districts whereln they may be nppoinied ;
and (4) vesldents of, or have thelr offices in, the territorial
distrlets for which they are te be appotnted.  (July 1, 1898, .
611, § 35, 30 Stat. 555.)

64, Same; oaths.—Referces shall take the sume oath of office
as that preseribed for Judges of United States courts. (July 1,
1508, ¢, 511, § 36, 30 Stat. i65.)

65. Same; number.—Such uummber of veferees shail be ap-
pointed as may be necessary to asslst in expeditiously transact-
lng the bankruptey business pending in the various courts of
bankvuptey. (Jluly 1, 1898, ¢. 611, § 37, 30 Stat. O5i.)

66. Same; jurisdiction.—Referces respectively are invested,
subject always to a review by the judge, withln the Hmits
of their distrlets as established from time to me, with
jurisdiction to (1) conslder all petitions rveferred to them by
the clerks and make the adjudicatlons or dismiss the netitions
(2) exerclse the powers vested In couvly of bunkruptey for the
adminlsteving of onths to nud the exnmination of persons a8
witnesses and for requiring the prodnetion of documents in pro-
ceedings before them, except the power of comndiment; (3)
exercise the powers of the judge for the taking possession and
releasing of the property of the bankrupt in the event of the
issuance by the clerk of a certificate showing the nbsence of g
judge from the judieial distriet, or the division of the disiriet,
or his sickness, or inability to act: (4) perform such part of
the duties, except ag to questions arlsing out of the applicatlony
of bankrupts for compositions or discharges, as are by {(hls
title conferred on courts of bankruptey and as shall be pre-
seribed by rutes or orders of the courts of bankruptey of thelr
respective distriets, except as hereln otherwise provided; and
(5) upon the appiication of the trustee during the examination
ot the bankrupts, or other proceedings, authorizo the empioy-
ment of stenographers at the expense of the estates nt a com-
pensation not to excced 10 ceuts per follo for reporting and
transeriblng tho proceedings.  (July 1, 1808, c. 611, § 38, 30
Stat. §555.)

67. Same; duties.—(n) Referees shall (1) decture dividends
and prepure and deliver to trustees dividend sheets showing the
dividends declaved and {o whom payable; (2) examine alt
sclicdules of property and lists of creditors filed by baukrupls
and cause such as are incomplete or defective to be ameuded ;
(3) furnish such Information concerning the estales in proeess
of administration before them as nmay be requested by the
parties fn Interest; (4) glve notlees to creditors ny lhercin
provided; (5) wmake up records embodying (he evidenee, or the
substance theveof, ag agreed upon by the parties in all con-
tested matters arlsing before them, whenever requested (o do so
by either of the pacties thereto, togefher with their {indiogy
therein, and transinit them to the Judges; (8) prepare and
file the schedules of property and Hsts of croditors required
{o be flled by the bunkrupts, or cnuse the same to be done,
when the bankrupts fail, refuse, or neglect to do s0; (7)
sufely keep, perfect, and transmit to the clerks the reeords,
hereln required to be kept by them, when (he enses are con-
cluded; (8) transmit to the clerks sneh papers as may be on
file before them whenever the summe ure needed In any pro-
ccedings in courts, and in like mauner seenre the return of
such papers after they bave been used, or, if 1t be impracticuble
to transmlit the original papers, transmit certified copley thereof
by muil; (9) upen application of any parly iu Interest, pre-
serve the evidence tnken or the substance thercof ng agreed
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upon by the partles before them when a stenographer is not
in attendance; and (10) whenever thelr respective oflices are
in the same cities or towns where the courts of bankruptey
convene, call upon nnd receive from the clerks all papers filed
in courts of hankruptey which have been referred to them.

(h) Referees shall not (1) act in eases in which they are
diveetly or indireetly interested; (2) practice as attorneys and
counsclors at law in any bankruptey proecedings; or (3) pur:
chare, directly or Indirectly, any property of an cstate in
bankruptey.  (July 1, 1898, ¢ 541, § 89, 30 Stat. §55.)

68. Same; compensation.—(a) Referces shail receive as fnll
compensation for their services, payable after they are ren-
dered, a fee of $15 deposited with the clerk at the tiwme the
petition 1s filed In each case, except when a fee 1s not required
from a voluntary bankenpt, aud 25 cents for every proof of
cloim filed tor allowance, to be paid from the cstate, 1f any,
as a part of the cost of ndininistration, and from estates which
have been administered before them 1 per centum cominis-
sions on all moleys disbnrsed to ereditors by the trustce, or
one-half of 1 per centum on the amonnt to be pald to creditors
upon the conflrmation of a composition.

(1) Whenever a case Is transferred from one referce to
another the judge shall determine the proportion in which
the fee and commissions therefor sbhall be divided between the
refs ces.

(e) In the event of the reference of a case being revoked be-
fore it is coneluded, and when the case is speelally referred,
the judge shall determine what part of the fee aud commissions
shall be paid to the referce. (July 1, 1808, c. 541, § 40, 30 Stat.
n56; Feb. 5, 1903, ¢. 487, § 0, 32 Stat. 799.)

69. Same; contempts befarc.—(a) A person shali not, in pro-
ceedings before a referee, (1) disobey or resist any lawful order,
process, or writ; (2) misbehave during a hearing or so near the
place thereof as to obstruet the same; (3) negleet to produce,
after having been ordered to do so, any pertinent docuinent;
or (4) refuse to appear after having been subpenaed, or, npon
appearing, refuse to take the oath as a witness, or, after hay-
fng taken the oath, refuse to be examined necording to lnw. No
person shall be requived to attend as a witness before a referee
at a place ontside of the State of his residence, and niore than
one hundred miles from such place of residence, and only in
case his lnwful mileage and fee for one day’'s attendance, shail
be flest paid or tendered to him,

(b) The referee shail certify the facts to the judge, if any
person shull do any of the things forbldden in this secetion. The
judge shali thereupon, in a summary manner, hear the evidence
as to the acts complained of, nud, if it is such as to warrant
him in so dolug, punish such person in the same manner and
to the snme extent as for a contempt committed before the
court of baunkruptey, or commit such person upon the same
conditions as If the doing of the forbidden act had occurred
with reference to the proecss of, or in the presence of, the
court. (July 1, 18908, c. 041, § 41, 30 Stat. 556.)

70. Same; records.—(n) The records of all procecdings in
cuch cnse before a referee shail be kept as nearly as may be
In the same manner as records were kept on July 1, 1898, in
equily cnses In district courts of the United States.

(b) A rccord of the proceedlugs in each case shall be kept
in a separate hook or hooks, and shall, together with the papers
on lite, constitute the records of the case,

(¢) The book or books contuining n record of the procecdings
shall, when the ense is concluded before the referee, be certl-
fled to by him, and, together with such papers as are on file
before him, be transmitted to ke court of bunkruptey and shal
there remain as a piut of the records of the court. (July 1,
1089, ¢, 541, § 42, 30 Stat. 556,)

71. Same; absence or disability.—Whenever the office of a
refevee 1s vacant, or its oceupant s absent or disquallfied to
‘act, the judge nmay act, or may appoint another referee, or an-
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other referee holding an appointment under the same cowrt
may, by order of the judge, temnporarily flll the vacancy. (July
1, 1808, c. 541, § 48, 30 Stat, 657.)

72. Trustees; appointment.—The creditors of a bankvupt
estate shall, at their first meeting after the adjudication or
after a vacauey hnug ocenrred iu the oflice of trustee, or affer
an estate has been reopened, or after a composition has heen
set aside or a discharge revoked, or if fhere is a vacancy iu
the office of trustee, appoiut one trustee or three trustees of
snch estate. If the ereditors do not appoint a trustee or trus-
tees as herein provided, the court shall do so. (July 1, 1898, c.
541, § 44, 80 Stat, §57.)

73. Same; qualifications.—Trustees may be (1) individuals
who are respectively competent to perform the duties of that
oftlce, and reside or have an office in the judicial distviet
within which they nre appoeinted, or (2) corporations anthor-
ized by thelr charters or by law to act In such capncity and
having an office in the judicial distriet within svhieh they are
appolnted. (July 1, 1898, c. 541, § 45, 30 Stat, §57.)

74. Same; death or removal.—The death or removal of a
trustee shall not abate any suit or proceeding which he is
prosecuting or defending at the time of his death or removal,
bnt the same may be proceeded with or defended by his
Joint trustce or successor, in the same manner as though the
same had been commenced or was helng defended hy snch
Joint trustee alone or by such successor. (July 1, 1898, ¢, H4l,
§ 40, 30 Btat. 657.)

75. Same; duties.—(n) Trustees shall respectively (1) ae-
count for nnd pay over to the cstates under their control all
interest recelved by them on property of such estates; (2)
collect and reduce to money the property of the estates for
which they are trustees, under the directlon of the court,
and close up the estate asg expeditiously as is compatible with
the best Interests of the parties in Interest; and sieh trus-
tees, as to al property In the custody or coming inio the
custody of the bankruptey court, shail be deemed vested with
ali the rlghts, remedies, and powers of a creditor holding a
len by legal or cquitable proceedlings thercon; and also, as
to all propevty not in the custody of the bankruptey court,
shall be deemed vested with all the rights, remedies, and
powers of a Judgment creditor holding an execution duly
returned unsatisfled; (3) deposit al money reecived by them
in one of the designated depositories; (4) disburse money
only by check or dralt on the depositories in which it has
been deposited; (6) farnish sueh Information concerning the
ostates of which they are trustees and their administration
as may be reguested by partlies in Interest; (6) keep regun-
lar acconuts showing ali mnounts received and from what
gonrces and all awmounts expended and on what accounts;
(7) lny before the flunl meeting of the ereditors detalled
statements of the administration of the estnates; (8) nmake
final reports and file final accounts with the courts fifteen days
before the days fixed for the final mectings of the creditors;
(9) pay dividends within ten days after they are declared by
the referecos; (10) report to the courts, In writlng, fhe condi-
tion of the estates and thc amounts of money on hand, and
gnch other detalls as may be required by the courts, within
the first month after their appointment and every two
months thercafter, unless otherwlise ordered by the courts;
and (11) set apart the bankrupt’s exemptions and report the
items and estimated value thereof to the court as soon as
practicable after their appointment, Yo

(h) Whenever three trustees have been appointed fer an
eqtate, the conenrrence of at least two of them shall be
necessary to the valldity of thelr every nct concerning the
administration of the estate,

(c) The trustee shall, within thirty days after the adjudi-
cation, file a certified copy of the decree of adjndication in the
oflicc where conveyances of real cstate are recorded in every
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county where the bankrupt owns real estate not exempt from
excention, and pay the fee for such fillng, and he shall re-
celve « compensntion of 50 centy for onch copy so flled, which,
together with the filing fee, shall be pald out of the cstate
of the bankvupt as a part of the cost and disbursements of
<o proceedings. (July 1, 1808, ¢. G641, § 47, 30 Stat. 557;
Feb, 5, 1003, ¢, 487, § 10, 32 Stat. 700; June 25, 1910, c. 412,
§ 8, 36 Stat. 840.)

76, Compensation of trustees, rcceivers, and marshals.—
(n) Trustecs shall recelve for thelr services, payable after
they are rendered, n fee of $5 deposited with the clerk at the
thne the qetition is filed In ench case, except when a fee is
not required from a’voluntary bankrupt, and such commis-
slons on aill moueys disbursed or turned over to any person,
fncluding Hen holders, by them, as may be allowed by the
courts, nol {o exceed 6 per centum on the first $500 or less, 4
per centn on moneys in execess of $600 and less than $1,500,
2 per ceniiim on moneys In excess of $1,000 and less than §10,-
000, nud 1 per centnn on moneys in excesy of $10,000. And in
cnse of the conflemation of a composition after the trustee has
gunlified the court may allow him, ag compensation, not to
exceed one-alf of 1 per centum of {he amount to be puaid the
eredtors on such vomposition,

(bY In the event of nn estafe belng administered by three
trustees instead of one {rustec or by successlve trusices, the
conrt shnll apportion the fees and commisgsions between them
according to the services actually remdered, so that there shall
not he paid to trustecs for the administering of any estate a
greater amount than one trustce would be enlitied to.

(¢) The court way, in its discretion, withhold all compeusa-
tion from any trustee who has been removed for cause,

(d) Recelvers or marshals appointed pursnant to section
11, snbidivision 8, of this title shall recelve for their services,
payable after they are rendercd, compensation by way of com-
missions upon the moueys disbursed or turned over to any
person, including len holders, by them, and also upon the
moueys turned over by them or afterwards realized by the
trnsfees from property turned over in kind by them to the
trustecs, as the court may allow, not to exceed 6 per contumn
on the first $500 or less, 4 per cenlum on moneys in excess
of $500 and less than $1,500, 2 per centum on moneys in ex-
cess of $1,505 and less than $10,000, and 1 per centum on
moneys In excess of $10,000. In case of the confirnation of a
composition such commissions shall not exceed one-half of 1
per cenimin of the mmount to be paid creditors on such com-
positions. When the reeelver or marshal acts ns a mere cus-
todlan and does not carry on the business of the bankrupt as
provided In clause § of section 11, of this title, he sball not
receive nor bo allowed in any form or guise more than 2 per
centum on the first $1,000 or less, and one-half of 1 per contum
on ail above $1,000 on moncys disbursed by hlm or turned
over by him to the trustee and on inoneys subsequently real-
ized fronv property turaed over by him in kind to the trustee.
Before thoe allowance of compeusation notice of application
therefor, speeifying the amount asked, shail be glven to
creditors in the manver indicated in scctlon 94 of this tille,

(e) Where the business is conducted by trustees, marshals,
or receivers, as provided in clause 5 of section 11, the court
may nllow such officers additionnl compensation for such serv-
fees by way of commlssions upon the momneys disbursed or
turned over to any person, including lien holders, by thein,
and, in ecases of recelvers or marshals, nlso upon the moneys
turned over by them or afterwards realized by the trustees
from property lurned over In kind by them {o the trustees;
such commisslons not to exceed 6 per ceutum on the first $500
or less, 4 per centinn on wmoneys in excess of $§500 and less
than $1,500, 2 per centum on moneys 'n excess of $1,600 and
less than $10,000, and 1 per centum on moneys in excess of
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$10,000. In case of tho confirmation of a composition such
commissions shall not excced one-hinif of 1 per centum of the
amount to be paid ereditors on sucit composltion, Defore the
nllowance of compensation notice of application therefor, speci-
fying the amount asked, shall be given to crvedltors in the
manner imdicated in sectlon 04. (July 1, 1808, ¢. 511, § 48,
80 Stat. HaT; Ieb. 5, 1003, ¢. 487, § 11, 32 Stat. 790; June
20, 1910, ¢. 412, § 9, 36 Stat. 840.)

77. Accounts and papers of trustees.—The accounts aund
papers of trustees shalt be open to the inspeetlion of officers nud
all parties in Interest. (July 1, 1898, e, 511, § 40, 30 Stat. 558.)

78. Bonds of referees and trustees.—(u) Referees, before
assuming Lhie duties of their offices, and within such thne as
the district courts of the United States having Jurisdictlon
shall preseribe, shall respectively qualify by entering Into bond
to the United States In such sum asg shall be fixed by such
courts, not to exceed $5,000, with such sureties as shall be ap-
proved hy such courts, condlitioned for the falthful perform-
ance of thelr oflicial duties.

(b) Trustees, before entering upon the performance of their
officinl dutles, and within ten days after (helr appointment, or
within such furthier time, not to exceed five days, ag the court
may permit, shall respectively quatify by entering iuto bond
to the United States, with such sureties as shall be approved
by the conrvts, conditioned for the faithful performmuce of thelr
official duties.

(c) The creditors of n bankrupt estate, at thelr flrst meeting
afler the adjudication, or alter a vacancy has ocenrred in the
oflice of trustoe, or affer an estale has been reopened, or af(er
a composftion has been set aslde or a discharge revoked, if
there is a vacaney in the offlee of trustee, shall fix the amount
of the bond of the trustec; they may at any time incrense the
amount of the bond, If the creditors do not fix the amount of
the bond of the trustec ax herein provided the conrt shall do so,

(d) The court shall requlre evidenee ns to the actual value
of tlie property of surelies.

(¢) There shatl be at least two suretles upon cach bond.

(£) The actual vatue of the property of the sureties, over
and above thelr iiabilities and exemptions, on eacl boud shali
equal al least the amount of such bond,

(g) Corporations orgauized for the purpose of hecoming
sureties upon bouds, or authorized by law to do so, may be
nceepted as surcties upon the bonds of referces and trustees
whenever the courts ave satisfied that the rights of nil partles
In Interest will be thereby amply protected.

(h) Bonds of referces, trustees, and deslgnnted depositories
shall be flled of rccord in the office of the clerk of the court
and may be sued upon’ in the name of the United States for the
use of muy person injured by a breach of thefr conditions,

(1) Trustecs shall not be liable, personiuliy or on thelr bonds,
to the United States, for any penaltics or forfeltures inenrred
by the bankrupts under fhig tille, of whose csfatey fhey nre
respectively trustees.

(j) Joint trustees may glve jolnt ov several bonds,

(k) If any referee or trustee shall fail to give boud, as here-
in provided and ‘within the time Hmited, hie shall be deemed
to have dcelined hls appointment, and such failure shul
create & vacaucy in his oflice.

(1) Suits upon rcferees’ bonds shall not be brought sub-e-
quent to two years after the alleged breach of the bond.

(m) Suils upon trustees’ bonds shall pot be brought sub.e-
quent to two yeurs after the estute hng been elosed,  (Juiy 1,
1898, c. 541, § 00, 30 Stat. 558.)

79, Duties of clerks.~—Clerks shall respectively (1) account
for, as for other fees received by them. the elerk’s fee pald in
cach case and such other fees as may be reeclved for certificd
coples of records which may be prepared for persons other
than officers; (2) collect the fees of the elerk, referee, and
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trustee in cach case Instituted before filing the petition, except
the petition of a proposed voluntary bankrupt which is ac-
companicd by au affidavit stat'ng that the petitioner is with-
out, and can not obtain, the money with which to pay such
fees; (3) dellver to the refere's upou application all papers
which may be referred to them, ov, if the offices of such
referees are not in the same citles or towns as the offices of
guch clerks, trausmit such papers by mali, and in like manner
return papers which were recelveo from such referces after
they have Leea used; (4) aud within ten days after each case
has heen elosed pay to the refevee, If the case was referred,
the fee eollected for him, and to the trustee the fee colleeted
for hlm at the time of filing the petition. (July 1, 189S, ¢
041, § 51, 30 Stat, 558.)

80, IFees of clerks and marshals.—(n) Cierks shall vespec-
tively charge and colleet for thelr service to cach estate, a
filing fee of $10, except when a fee is not required frow a
voluntary Dbankvupt, which said fee shall be paid into the
Treasury of the United States in the manuer provided by law,

(b) Mavshals shiali respeetively charge the estate where an
adjudication in bankruptey is made, except as herein otherwise
provided, for the performanee of thelr services in proceedings
in bankruptey, the same fees, and account for them In the same
way, 68 they nve cutitled to churge for the perfurmance of the
sume or simllar services in other cases in accordance with laws
in force on July 1, 1898, or such as may he thereafter enacted,
fixiug the compensation of mavshals.  (July 1, 1898, c. 541,
§ 562, 30 Stat. hb9; Feb, 20, 1919, c. 49, § 1, 40 Stat. 1182; Feb,
11, 1921, ¢, 46, 41 Stat. 1049.)

81. Duties of Attorney Gene al.—The Attoruey General shall
ammally iany before Congress statistical tables showing for tie
whole country, aud by States, the number of cases during the
year of voinntary and involuntary bankruptey; the anmount of
the property of the estates; the dividends paid and the expenses
of administering such estates; and such other like information
s he may deem important, (July 1, 1898, c¢. Gd1, § 53, 80
Staut, 539.,)

82, Statistics of bankruptcy proceedings.—Oflicers shnll for-
nish in writing and transmit by mail such information as is
within their knowledge, and as may be shown by the records
aud piapers in thelr possession, to the Attorney General, for
stotistical purposes, within ten days after being requested by
him to do so. (July 1, 1808, ¢, 541, § b4, 30 Stat. 550.)

Chapter ¢.—CREDITORS.

Sec.

01, Creditors’ mectings.

0L, Same; voters at,

03, I'roof and allowance of claims,

04, Credltors; notlees to.

0h. Bankruptey petitions; fillng and dismlssal.
06. 1'refetred creditors.

Section 91. Creditors' meetings.—(a) Tite court shall cause
the first meeting of the cereditors of a bankrupt to be lield, not
less thau ten or more than thivty days aflter the adjudication,
at the connty seat of the county in which the bankrupt has had
his principal place of buxiness, resided, or had his domicile;
or if that place would be manifestly inconvenlent as a place of
weeting for the parties in interest, or if the bankrupt is one
who does not do business, reside, or have his domicile within
the United States, the court shall fix a place for the meeting
which {s the most convenicnt for parties in interest. If such
meeting shonld by any mischance not be held within such time,
the court shaii fix the date, as soon as may be thereafter, when
it siinil be held.

(b) At the flrst meetlng of creditors the jodge or referee
shall preside, and, before proceeding with the other business,
may allow or disallow the claling of creditors there presented,
and may pubifcly examine the bankrupt or cause him to be
examined at the instance of any creditor.

TITLE 11.—BANKRUPTCY

252

(c) The creditors shall at each meeting take such steps as
may be pertinent and necessary for the promotion of the best
interests of the cstate and the enforcement of the provisions of
this title,

(d) A meeting of credltors, subsequent to the flvst one, may
be held at any time and pince when all of the creditors who
have secured the allowance of thelr elaims sign a written con-
sent to hoid a meetlng at such time and place.

(e) The court shall cali o meeting of credilors whenever
one-fourth ot move in numiber of those wio have proven their
claims shall file n written request to that effect; if such request
is sigued by a majorlty of such creditors, which number repre-
sents a majority in amount of such clnims, and coutains a
request for such meeting to be held ut a designated place, the
court shali eall such weeting at such pluce within thirty days
ufter the date of the filing of the request.

(f) Whenever the affnirs of the estate are rveady to be
closed o final meeting of creditors shail be orvdered. (July 1,
1898, c. H11, § 03, 30 Stat. H559.)

92. Same; voters at.—(a) Credltors shall pass upon matters
subuiitted to them at thelr meetings by o majority vete in
number aud amount of claims of all creditors whose claims
have been allowed and arve present, except as otherwlse pro-
vided in this titie. )

(b) Creditors holdiug e¢laimg which are seeured or have
priorily shall not, in respect to snch claims, be cntitled to vote
at creditors’ meetings, nor shall such claims be counted in com-
puting either the mmmber of creditors or the amount of their
clatns, uniess the amounts of such claims exceed the values of
such scceuritles or priovities, and then only for such excess.
(July 1, 1898, ¢. 511, § HO, 30 Stat. 560,)

93. Proof and allowance of claims.—(n) Proof of clalmns
shall consist of a statement under oath, in writing, signed by a
creditor setting forth the ciaim, the consldevation therefor, and
whether any, and, if s¢ what, securities arve held therefor, and
whether any, and, if so what, payments have heen made thereon,
and that the sum claimed is justly owing from the baukrupt to
the creditor.

(b) Whenever a claim is founded upon au instrument of writ-
Ing, such instrument, unless lost or destroyed, shall be filed with
the proof of claim. If such instrument is lost or destroyed, a
statement of such fact and of the clreumstances of such ioss
or destruction shall he filed under oatih with the claim. After
the clafm is allowed or daullowed, such instrument way be
withdrawn by permission of the court, upon leaving u copy
thiereof on file with the dalm,

(c) Cialm.: after being proved may, for the purpose of ailow-
aneg, be filed by the elaimants in the court where the proeced-
Ings are pendivg or before the referee if the case hasg been
referred,

(d) Cinims which have been duly proved shail be allowed,
upon receipt by or upon presentation to tiie court, uuless objee-
tion to thelr allowance shali be made by partles in intevest, or
their consideration be contlnued for cause by the court upon
its own motion,

(c) Clalms of sccured creditors and those who have priority
may be allowed to enable such creditors to parvtlcipate in the
proceedings at creditors' meetings held prior to the determiu-
tiou of the value of their sccurities or prioritics, but shaii be
allowed for such sums oniy as to the conrts scem to bie owing
over and above the value of thelr securities or priorities.

(f) Objections fo claimg shall be heard and determined as
soon ns the convenience of the court and the best interests of
the estates and the claimants will pervmit.

(g) The clalms of creditors who have reccived preferences,
voldable under section 96, subdiviston (h), of this title, or to
whom conveyances, transfers, assignuments, or incumbrances,
void or voidable under section 107, subdivision (c¢), of this title,
have been maode or given, siinll not be allowed unless such



