§ 450

upon which mndl gervice has prevliousty been performed, the
Postmaster General mny contract with (he owner or master of
iny slemmship, steambont or other vessel plylng upon the
waters or between ports of the United States, for carrylng the
mnil upon snld route for nny length of time not exceceding four
years and without advertising for proposals therefor whenever
the public Interest and convenlence wiil thereby he promoted;
but the price pnid for such service shal in no case be greater
than the average price pald under the last preceding or then
ealsting regular contract upon the same route. And the Post-
mnster General may contract with the owners or masters of
stenmships, steamboats or other vessels plying upon the waters
or between ports of the United States for earrying the malfly
upon such routes where no madl service has previously been
performed, without advertistug for proposals therefor; but no
con{ract for such new service shail be for a longer time than
one year., No contract for carrying the mafls between the
United Statew and any forelgn port shail be for a longer tlme
than two years, unless otherwise direcied by Congress, (1. 8.
§ 8048; May 17, 1878, c. 107, § 5, 20 Stat. 62.)

450. Water routes; carriage of malls as fraight or express.—
When there 18 no competition for inland transportation by
stenmboat or other power-bont routes or by aeroplanes and the
rale of compensation asked 18 excesslve, or no proposal is re-
celved, the Postmaster General may require that the mails be
carried asg frelght or express, and it shall be unlawful for any
common earrier by water to refuce to carry the malls when so
reqquired, and the penalty for such offense shali be a fine of $500.
Kach day of refusnl shall constitute a separate offense. (July
2, 118, ¢, 117, § 1, 40 Stat, 747.)

451, Star routes served entirely by Rural Delivery Serv-
fce.—No part of the approprintlon for inland transportation
by star routes shall be expended for continuance of any star.
route service the patronage of which shall be served entirely
by the extension of Rural Dellvery Service, nor shall any of
sald sum be expended for sinr-route service for a patronage a
major portion of which has been served by Rural Dellvery
Service, unless the services of a qualified rural carrier can not
be secured. (July 2, 1018, c. 117, § 1, 40 Stat. 761.)
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Section 461, Short title—Scctlons 401 to 405 of this chapter
nuty be clted as the “ Afr Mall Act.” (Feb, 2, 1025, c. 128,
§ 1, 43 Stat. 805.)

462, Air mail defined.-—When used In scctlons 463 to 465 of
this title the tern “alr mafi” means first-clags mail pre-
pifd at the rates of postage herein preseribed. (Ieb. 2, 1925,
c. 128, § 2, 43 Stat. 8035.)

463. Same; postage rates.—~The rates of postage on air mall
shall be not less than 10 cents for cach ounce or fraction
thereof, (Ifeb, 2, 1025, c, 128, § 8, 43 Stnt, 805.)

464, Same; contracts for transportation of air mail.—The
Trostmaster General may contract with any Individual, tirm, or
corporntion for the transportation of alr mall by atreraft be-
tween snch poluts ng he may designate at a rate not to cxceed
four-ifths of the revenues derived from such air mail, and
further contract for the transportation by aircraft of first-
class mail other than air mall at a rate not to exce~d four-
fifths of the revenues derived from such first-clasy mall, The
cost of such transportation to be pald for out of the appropria-
tion for Inland trangportation by rallroad routes. (Mar. 1,
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1021, c. 88, § 1, 41 Stat. 1132; Feb, 2, 1925, . 128, § 4, 43
Stat. 805.)

465. Same; rules and regulations.—The Postmuster General
may make such runles, reguiations, and orders as may be neces-
sary to carry out the provisions of scctlons 462 to 465 of this
title. Nothing in such sectlons shall be construed to interfere
with the postage charged or to be charged on Government-
operated air mail routes. (Feb. 2, 1025, ¢, 128, § 5, 43 Stat.
800.)

466. Acroplanes for aeroplane mail service.—The Postmaster
General may expend any sum  approprigied for that pur-
pose for the purchase of acroplanes and the operatiou and
maintenunce of aeroplane mall service between such polats,
{ncluding service to and between points In Alaska, 18 he may
determine,  (Mar. 3, 1017, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat, 1064; Feb. 28,
1019, c. 69, § 1, 40 Stat. 1104,)

467. Purchase of equipment and supplies for acroplane mail
gservice—The lostinaster General shall purchase, ns far as
practicable, such nyallable and suitable equipment and supplics
for the aeroplane mali service as may be owned by or under
construction for the War Department or the Navy Department
when no longer required beeause of the cessation of war actlvi-
tles, and it shall be his duty to first ascertaln if such nvtlcles
of the character described may be secured from the War De-
partment or tho Navy Department befcre purchasing such
cquipment or supplies elsewhere, If such equipment or sup-
pHes, other than emergency supplies, are purchased elsewhere
than from the W Department or the Navy Department, the
Postmaster General shall report such action to Congress, to-
gether with the reasons for such purchases. All articles pur-
chased from elther of said departments shinll be pafd for at a
reasonible price considering wear and tear and general condi-
ton. Sald departments are suthorized to sell such equipment
and supplles to the Post Office Department under the comdi-
tiony speclfied, and the proceeds of such sales shall be covered
into the I'reasury as misceilancous receipts. The Sceretary of
War and the Secretary of the Nauvy are authorized and directed
to deliver immedintely to the Postmaster General, as he may
request, and as herelbbefore provided, such aeroplane machines,
supplies, equipment, and parts as may be serviceable and avail-
able for the acroplane mail service, the sn-ae to be out of any
equipment that the War Department or the Navy Department
hag on hand or under construction, the War Department and
the Navy Department appropriations to be credited with the
equipment turned over to the Post Office Department. Secpa-
rate accounts shall be kept of the amount expended for aero-
plane maill service. (I'eb. 28, 1019, c. 09, § 1, 40 Stat, 1104.)

468. Sale of unsuitable aviation material. —The Postmaster
Geuneral may sell under such rules and regulations ag he may
presctibo any airplanes, parts thercof, ficld equipment, tools
and other aviation material which have become unsuitable in
the Postal Service or which will detertforate amnd become unsult-
able before it can be used. The proceeds of such sales shall' be
covered Into the Treasury as “ Miscellaneous receipts.” (June
b, 1920, ¢, 253, § 1, 41 Stat. 1031.)
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