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576. Sending second-cluss matter by freight; discrimina-
tions; appeals; precedence of procecdings in Court of Ap-
peals.—No publicatlon shall be sent by freight 1if such
method of transportation results in unfalr diserimination.
Whenever the owner of any publication required by an order
of the Post Offlce Department to be transmitted by frelgit
believes that he is unfalrly discriminated agalust, he may apply
to the Post Office Department for an opportunity to be heard;
and upon such appiication being duly flied in writing, the owner
of such publication shail have opportumity for a full and fair
hearing before sald department, and pending final determina-
tion no change shall be made iu the method of transportation
of such publication as ovdered by the department. The testl-
mouy in any such hearing or proceedings shall be reduced to
writing and flied in the Post Office Department prior to enter-
Ing an order upon such hearing. Upon such hearlug if the
Post Office Department decldes adversely to the contention of
the publisher, such pubiisher shall have the right, within the
pertod of twenty days after the date of the order of the Post
Oftice Department made upon such heaving, to anppeal to tie
United States Court of Appealy of the District of Columbia,
for a review of suchi order by satd court of appeals, by fiting
fu the court a written petition praying that the order of tbe
Post Office Department be set aside. A copy of such petition
shall be forthwith served upon the Post Office Departient and
thercupon the sald department forthwith shall certify and flie
in the court a transeript of the record and testimony. Upon
the filing of such transeript the court shatl have jurisdiction
to aflirm, set aside or modify the order of the depariment,

The jurisidiction of the Court of Appeals of the District of
Columbia to aflirm, set aside or modify such orders of the
Post Office Department shall be exclusive.

Such proceedings in the Court of Appeais of the District of
Columblia shatl be given precedence over other cases pending
therein and shall be in every way expedited. (July 28, 1916,
c 201, § 2, 30 Stat, 421,)

577. Lease of terminal railway post offices.—The Postmaster
Generai may apply a part of the appropriation for rental of
space for terminal raliway post offices for the distribution of
the malis when the furnlshing of space for such distribution
can not properly be required of ralivoad companies without
additional compensation, to the purpose of leasing prewnises
for the use of terminai raliway post offices at a reasonable
anmual rental, to be paid quarterly, for a term not exceeding
twenty years. (Mar, 9, 1914, ¢. 33, 33 Stut, 301; Apr. 24,
1020, c. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 580.)

578. Mail messengers.—The Postmaster General may employ
such mali-messenger servlee as nmmy be necessary for the
carriage of the mails in connection with railroad and steam-
boat service, transfer sevvice between depots, over bridges or
ferries, between post oflices, post oflices and branch offices
or statlons, in cases where by the laws and regulations of
the Post Oflice Depurtment, railroad companies, steamboat
compantes, and the masters of vessels are not required to
deilver into aud take from the post offices the malls earvied
on their iines or vessels, (Mar. 3, 1887, c. 340, 24 Stat. 492.)

579. Same; contracts for service.—In the discretion of the
Postmaster Geneval, postmasters, assistant postmasters, and
cierks at post offices of f{hie third ciuss, and postmasters,
assistant postmasiers, and clerks at post oftices of the fourth
class may center into contraclts for the performanece of mail-
nessenger service, and allowance may he made therefor from
the appropriatious for mui messenger service. The total
amount payable under gach contraet to any postmaster, assist-
ant postmaster, or clerk shull not exceed $300 in any one year.
Speeial-delivery mescengers at post oflices of all classes may
enter Into coutraets fer mall-messenger serviee, (July 28,
1016, c. 201, § 1, 30 Stuc. 418; June 3, 1924, ¢, 237, 43 Stat. 356.)
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Chapter 16.~-RAILWAY AND EM-
PLOYEES,

See.

601.

MAIL OFFICERS

Expenses of officers of Rallway Mal. Bervice,

602, Salaries of divisfon superintendents osslutant divislon superine.
tendents, asslatant superinfendents at large, assistant super.
intendents in charge of car construction, chie clerks, und
assistant chief clerks,

003, Asslstant superiniendents; tvavellng exponses,

004. Dxpenses of supervigory employees.

&35, Itating of clerks iu charge of sectlions in otf.'ces of dlvision super.
intendents,

608, Luborers; grades; salarles,

607, 8nme; promotion; readjustment of grades,

0608, Classificatlon of rallway pos.al elerks,

G09. Rallwny postal clerks; appointment,

610, Same; classes and grades; salarles,

611, Same; original appolntments; time of promotlon,

812, Same; readjustment of grades,

613. Sume; hours of sgervice; overllme pay or compeusatory time,

014, Substltute clerkun; probationary pevlod; pay; credit for (fme
served as  probationers on appolntment as regular clorks;
promotion,

615, Snme; full-time and travel expenses when travellng under orders,

016, Compensatory time to Iaborers or rallway postal clerks at ter-
minal railway post offices and transfer offices for work on
Sundays or holldays; overtime In 1leu thereof,

017, Classcs of rallwny post-ofiico Iines; promotion of clerks,

618, Classes of termiual rallway post ofiices; promotlon of clerks,

(19, Classes of transfer oftfices; promotlon of clerks,

620, Clerk in charge defined.

321, Promotion of clerks asslgned to offices of divisioa superin.
tendents or chief clerks.

622, Promotion of examiners.

623, Promotion for meritorlous services.

624, Same; transfer,

023, SBame; falllvg of promotion,

0620. Same; In highest grades of their linesd; promotions,

027, Same; restoration after reduction in grade,

628, 8ame; advancement restricted.

029, llonrs of work for postal clevks assigned to terminal raliwny post
offices and transfer oflices, and Inborers in Rullway Mall Serve.
fce; overthne pay.

030, Postal clerks asslgned to rond duty; full time for deluy to trains,

831, Postal clerks; resldences.

632, Transfer; salaries not reduced,

633, Same; travel aliowances,

634, Bame; preference In transfers from scrvice to department or post
offices,

635, Same; annual vacation,

636, Same; full t{me to clerks deadhending under orders.

637, Substitutes for clerks ubsent otherwise than on annuul leave,

0638, Bndges of postal clerks and mnil messengers,

639. Newspapers; dellvery by rallway postal clerks,

Section 601, Expenses of officers of Railway Mail Service.—
The superintendent and the assistant geueral superintendent
and chief clerk of the Rallway Mall Service shali be pald their
necessary and actual expenses whiie traveilng on the business
of the department. (Apr. 16, 1890, c. 85, 26 Stat. 5¢.)

602, Salaries of division superintendents, assistant division
superintendents, assistant superintendents at large, assistant
superintendents in charge of car construction, chief clerks, and
assistant chief clerks—The annual salaries of employees of the
Railway Malil Service shail be as follows: Dlvision superintend-
ents, $4,600; assistant division superintendents and assistant
superintendents at large, $3,600; assistaut superintendent in
charge of car construction, $3,300; chief cierks, $3,300; asslstant
chief clerks, $2,800. (Feh. 28, 1925, ¢, 868, § 7, 43 Stat. 1061.)

603. Assistant superintendents; traveling expenses.—
Agsistant superintendents may reccive a per diem aiiowance in
lieu of actunl and nccessury traveling expenses at the rate of
&4 per day while actually traveling on business of the deport-
ment away from thelr severai designated headquarters. (Mar,
3, 1901, c. 851, §1, 31 Stat, 1105.)

604. Expenses of supervisory employecs.—Supervisory em-
ployees of the Raiiway Mail Service shali be paid their actual
expenses as fixed by law. (leb. 28, 1925, e, 363, § 2, 43 Stat.
1055.)
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605. Rating of clerks in charge of sections in offices of divi-
sion superintendents,—1The clerks in chafge of sections in the
offices of the division superintendents shail Le rated as asststant
chief ¢lerlhs at $2,500 salary,  (Feb, 28, 1025, ¢ 368, § 7, 43
Stat, 1062)

606, Lahorers; grades; salaries.—TLaborers In the Ruilway
Mail Service shall he divided into two grades with annunal
salaries ayg follons: Guade 1, salary $1,6500; grade 2, $1,600,
(e, 28, 10205, ¢, Bus, § 7, 43 Stat, 1062)

607. Same; promotion; readjustment of grades—Labhorers
shall be promoted to grade 2 after oue year's salisfactory
werviee inograde 1, In the readjustment of the serviee to con-
form ta the grades herein provided for laborers, each grade
shatl include Inhorers in the grade of the same number existing
on becember 31, 1024, (Ifeh, 28, 1025, ¢, 308, § 7, 43 Stat. 1062,)

608, Classification of railway postal clerks—The Post.
master Goneral shall classity and 1ix the salavies of raiiway
postal clerks, under such regulations as he may preseribe, in
the grades provided by law, e may assign to the oflives of
diviston superintendents and ehief clerks such raiiway postal
elerks as may be necessary aund fix their salavies within the
grades provided by iaw without regard to the classification of
raflway post otliees,  (Aung, 24, 1012, ¢, 389, § 7, 37 Stat, §55.)

609, Railway postal clerks; appointment.—The Postmaster
General may appoint rajlway postai elevks in sueh mauner and
of such respective grades and salaries as way be provided for
in the anmuail appropriation acts for the service of the Post
Othee Department, tor the purpose of sorting and distributing
the madl in rajiway post oflices, raliway post-oflice terminais
und transfer oflices, and for service in the oflices of division
superintendents and chief elerks, and as transfer clerks and
such other services ns may pertain to the Railway Mail Service.
Such elerky shall be designated as railway postal clerks,  (Aug.
24, 1012, ¢. 889, § 7, 37 Stat. 555,)

610. Sawme; classes and grades; salaries.—Railway postal
clerks shall be divided Into two classes, class A and class B,
and into seven grades with annual sularles as follows: Grade
1, salavy $L,900; pgrade 2, salary $2,000; grade 3, salary
$2,160; grade 4, salary $2300; grade 5, salary 82,150
grade 6, salary $2,000; grade 7, salavy $2,700. (I'eb, 28, 1925,
e, 368, § 7, 43 Stat, 10062.)

611, Same; original appointments; time of promotion.—
All original appointments shall be made to the rank of sub-
stitute railway postal clerk, and promotions shall be made
suceessively at the beginning of the quartier followlng a tofal
untisfactory service of three hundred and six days in the next
lower grade., (Aug. 24, 1012, c. 389, § 7, 37 Stat. 556; Feb, 28,
1025, ¢. 308, § 7, 43 Stat, 1002.)

612, Same; readjustment of grades.—In the readjustment of
the service to conform to the grades hercin provided, each
grade shall include elerks in the grade of the same number
existing on December 31, 1924, (¥Feb. 28, 1925, c. 808, § 7,
43 Stat. 1062.)

613. Same; hours of service; overtime pay or compensa-
tory time.—Scrvice of clerks shall be based on an average of
not exceeding cight hours dxgily for three hundred and six
days per annum, including proper allowances for all service
required on lay-off periods. Clerks required to perform service
in excess of elght hours dally, as herein provided, shall he
paid In casb at the anunual rate of pay or granted compensatory
time at their option for such overtime. (Feb. 28, 1925, c. 868,
§ 7, 43 Stat. 1003.)

. 614. Substitute clerks; probationary period; pay; credit for
time served as probationers on appointment as regnlar
clerks; promotion.—Substitute railway postal clerks shall be
pald for services actually performed at tho rate of $1,850
per annum, the first year of service to constituto & proba-

TIVLE 39 —THE POSTAL SERVIOE

1277

tionary period, and when appolnted regular clerks shall recelve
credit on the-basis of one year of actual service performed
a8 a substitute and be appointed to the grade to which sueh
clerk would have progressed hiad his original appointinent as
1 substitute been to grade 1. Any fractional part of a year's
substitute service will be Inecluded with his service ag a regular
clertk in determining eligibility for promotion to the next
higher grade following appolntment to a regular position,
(Mur, 2, 1907, ¢. 2513, 34 Stat. 1213; Web. 28, 1925, ¢, 368, § 7,
43 Stat, 1062,)

615. Same; full time and travel expenses when traveling
under orders.—Substitute railway postal clerks shall be cred-
ited with full thme while traveilng under orders of the depart-
ment to and from thelr designated headgnarters to inke up an
assigmuent, together with actunl and necessary travel expenses,
not to exceed $3 per day, while on duly away from such head-
quarters. When a substitute clerk performs service 1 a raii-
way post office starting from his ofiicial headquarters tie shall
be allowed travel expenses under the lavw applying te o mbs
regularly assigned to the run, (IFeb. 28, 1925, ¢, 368, § 7, *3
Stat. 1002.) )

616. Compensatory time to laborers or railway postal
clerks at terminal railway post offices and transfer offices for
work on Sundays or holidays; overtime in licu thereof.—
When the needs of the service require the employment on
Sundays or holidays of Ilaborers or rallway postal clerks at
terminal railway post oftices and transfer oflices, they shall ba
allowed compensatory time on one day within six days next
succeeding the Sunday, exeept the last threo Sundays in the
caleudar year, and on one day within thirty days next suc-
ceeding the holiday and the last thvee Sundays in the year on
which service is performed: Provided, however, That the Post-
master General niay, if the exlgeneles of the service require it,
authorize the payment of overtime for gervice ou the last three
Sundays in the ealendar year or on Christmas Day in licu of
compensatory tlme. (Feb. 28, 1925, ¢, 368, § 11, 43 Stat, 1065.)

617. Ciasses of railway post-office lines; promotion of
clerks.—Raliway post-office lines shall be divided into two
clagsey, elass A and clags B, and clerks assigned to class A
lines shall be promoted successively to grade 4 and clerks in
charge to grade 5. Olerks afsigned to class B iines shal be
promoted successively to grade & and eclerks in charge to
grade 6. Lines i clugs A existing on December 81, 1924, shall
be continued in class A, and lnes fu class B existing on that
date shall be continued in clags B, (¥Feb. 28, 1925, c. 808, § 7,
43 Stat, 1062,))

618. Classes of terminal railway post offices; promeotion of
clerks.—Terminal raliway post offices shall bo divided into
two classes, class A and class B; those having less than twenty
cemployees shall be assigned to class A, and those having
twenty or more employces shall be assigned to class B. Clerks
in class A terminals shall be promoted suceessively to grade 4,
and clerks In charge of tours to grade 5. Cierks in cluss B
terminals shall be promoted successively to grade 5, and
clerks in charge of tours to grade 6. (Feb. 26, 1925, c. 308, § 7,
43 Stat. 1003.)

619, Classcs of transfer offices; promotion of clerks.—
Transfer offices shall be divided into two clusses, class A and
class B; those having less than {lve cmployees shall be assigned
to class A and those having five or more employees to class B.
Clerks In ciass A shall be promoted successively to grade 4,
and clerks in charge of tours to grade 5. Clerks in cinss B
shall be promoted successively to grade b5, and clerks in charge
of tours to grade 0. (Ieb. 28, 1925, c. 8G8, § 7, 43 Stat. 1003.)

620, Clerk in charge defined.—A clerk in charge is deflned ns
a clerk in charge of a rallway post office, terminal railway post
office, or transfer offico whelher he performs service alone or
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has a crew of clerks under hlg supervision, or of a tour or a
crew within a tour of a terminal vallway post office or transfer
office. (June §, 1020, ¢. 254, 41 Stat. 1050.)

621. Promotion of clerks assigned to offices of dlvision su-
perintendents or chief clerks.—Clerks nssigned to the office
of division superintendent or chief clerk shalt be promoted
successively to grade 4, and In the oflice of division superin-
tendent four clerks wmay be promoted to grade § and cight
clerks to grade 6, and fu the office of chief clerk one clerk may
be promoted to grade § and two elerks to grade 6. (Ieb. 28,
1925, e, 368, § T, 43 Stat. 1063.)

622. Promotion of examiners,—ixaminers shall be pro-
moted suecessively to grade 6 nnd assistant exnminers to grade
b whether assigned to the office of division superintendent or
chief clerk, (I'eb, 28, 1025, ¢, 368, § 7, 43 Sint, 1063.)

623. Promotions for meritorious services.—I'romot.ions above
these grades herelnbefore specified, but within the maximum
grades of the claggification, may be made in the discretion of
the Postmuster General for meritorious service. No promotion
shall be made cexeept upon evldence satisfuctory to the Post
Office Departinent of the eficlency and faithfulness of the em-
ployee during the preceding year, (Aug. 24, 1912, ¢. 389, § 7,
37 Stat, 556.)

624. Same; transfer.—A clerk of auy grade of any classifi-
cntion of railway post offices, terminal rallway post ofiices,
transfer offices, or in the oflice of a division superintendent or
chief clerk, may be transferred and assigned to any classifica-
tion of raflway post ofllees, terminal railway post offices,
treusfer offices, or to an ofilce of a division superintendent or
chief clerk under such regulations as the Postmaster General
may deem proper. (Aug. 24, 1012, ¢, 889, § 7, 87 Stat. 650,)

625. Same; failing of promotion.—Whenever the promotlon
of an employee provided for in thlg chapter is withlreld because
of unsatisfactory service such employee may be promoted at
tho beginning of the second dquarter thereafter or auy sub-
sequent quarter on evidenee that his record has been satls-
factory during the intervening perfod. (Aug., 24, 1912, ¢. 389,
§ 7, 37 Stat. 656; Ieh, 28, 1025, c. 368, § 11, 43 Stat. 1064.)

626, Same; in highest grades of their lines; promotiorns.—
Clerks in the highest grade in thelr respective lines or other
assignments shall be eligible for promotion to positions of
clerks In charge in sald lines or corresponding positions in
other assignments, and clerks assigned as agsistant chief
clerks aud clerks In charge of crews consisting of more than
one clerk, elther assigned to the line, the transfer service, or
to a terminal railway post office, and clerks in the highest
grades in offices of dlvision superintendents In thelr respective
divisions, shall, after two years of continuous service in such
capucity, be eligible for promotion to positlons of chief clerks
in snid division for satisfactory, efiicient, and faithful service
duving the preceding two-year period, under such regulations
ag the Posimaster General shall preseribe. (Aug. 24, 1912,
c. 389, § 7, 37 Stat. 556.)

627. Same; restoration after reduction in grade,--Whenever
an employee provided for In this chapter shall have been
reduced in salary for any cause he may be restored to hiis
former grade or advanced to an intermediate grade at the
heginuing of any (uarter following the reduction, and a res-
toration to a former grade or advancement to an intermedinte
grade shall not be constrned as a promotiou within the mean-
ing of the law prohibiting advancement of more than one
grade within one year. All employees provided for in thlg
chapter in automatic grades who have not reached the maxi-
mum grades to which they are centitled to progress automntie-
altly, shall be promoted at the beginniug of the quarter following
the completion of one year's satisfactory service since their
last promotion, regardless of any iucreases granted them hy
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the provislons of this chapter. (Ang. 24, 1012, ¢, 389, § 7, 37
Stat. 666; Feb, 28, 1026, ¢, 308, § 11, 43 Stat. 1006.)

628. Same; advancement restricted.—In fllling posltions boe-
low that of chief clerk no elerk shall be advaneed more than
oue grade in n period of u year. (Aug, 24, 1912, ¢. 389, § 7,
37 Stat, 556.)

629, Honrs of work for postal clerks assigned to terminal
railway post offices and transfer offices, and laborers in Rail-
way Mail Service; overtime pay.—Rallway postal clerks as-
sligned to terminnl raflway post oflices nnd {vansfer offices
and laborers in the Rallway Mell Service shnll he required
to work not more than elght hours a day, and the eight hours
of service shall not extend over a longer period than ten con-
sec.tlve hours, but In cases of emorgency, or if the needs of
the service require, they may be required to work In excess
of elght hours a day, and for such additional service they
shall be paid in proportion to their sularies as flxed by law,
(Ireh. 28, 1925, ¢, 368, § 7, 43 Stut, 1003.)

630. Postal clerks assigned to road duty; full time for
delay to trains,—Oierks assigned to road duty shall be credited
with full time for delays to tralng cqual to the period of time
hetween the reheduled arrival and actual arrival of the train
at destination of run., (I'eb. 28, 1025, e, 368, § 7, 43 Stat,
10063.)

631. Postal clerks; residences.—All clerks appoiuted to the
Rullway Muail Service and to perforin duty on raflway post
offices shall reside at some point on the route to which they
ure assigned; but rallway postal clerks appointed prior to
February 28, 1805, and performing suel duty on August 24,
1912, shall not be required to change their residenees, exeept
wheu transferred to another line. (Aung. 24, 1012, ¢, 380, § 7,
37 Stat, 556.)

632. Transfer; salaries not reduced.—When rallway postal
clerks are transferred from one assignment to another becnuse
of changes in the service thelr salartes shall not be reduced by
reason of such change. (Mar. 38,1017, ¢, 102, § 1,30 Stat. 1000.)

633. Same; travel allowances.—In addition to the salnries
provided by law, the Dostmaster Genernl may make travel
allowances in len of actual expenses, at flxed rates per
annum, not excecding in the aggregate the swun annualiy
appropriated, to railway postal clerks, acting rallway postal
clerks, and substltute railway postal clerks, including substitute
rallway postal clerks for rallway postal clerks granted leave
with pay on account of sickness, assigued to duty in rallway
post-office cars, while on duty, after ten hours from the timne of
beginning their initlal run, under such regnlations as he may
prescribe, und in no ease shall such an allowance exceed $3 per
day. (Aug. 24, 1012, c. 380, § 1, 87 Siat, 548; Mur, 3, 1017,
c. 162, § 1, 30 Stat, 1065 ; Feb, 28, 1925, ¢, 308, § 7, 43 Stat, 10062.)

634. Same; preference in transfers from sgervice to depart-
ment or post offices.—In the agsignment or transfer of clerks
from the Rallway Mall Service, preference shall be glven to
the persons fionorably discharged irom the mllitary or naval
gerviece who served in the eivil war and who are serving as
clerks on the rallway mail ears i{n order that they may be
transferved to clerical service in the department or in the post
offices and retleved from service on suid ears as rapidly as
practicable, provided they ave found to possess the business
capacity necessary for the proper discharge of the duties of
the offices to which they may be transferved. (June 26, 1900,
e, 3546, 34 Stat. 474.)

635. Same; annual vacation.—The DPostmaster General may
allow railway postal clerks an annunal vacation of fifteen days,
with pay, and may, in his discretion, under such regulations
ay he may provide, allow any railway postal clerk leave of
absence with pay for a perfod not exceeding thirty days, with
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the nuderstanding that hls duties will be performed without
exponse to the Govermment during the perfod for which leave
s granted, he to provide n substltate at his own expense.
(Mar, 3, 1001, ¢, 8561, § 1, 31 Stat. 1105; Marv, 1, 1009, c. 232,
30 Stat, 667 Mar, 4, 1913, ¢, 113, 37 Stat, 798; July 28, 1916,
o201, § 1, 39 Stadt, 120,)

636. Same; full time to clerks deadheading under orders.—
Raflway postal clerks and substitnte raflway postal clerks
hall e eredited with fuli time when deadheading under orders
of the department,  (Mar, 3, 1917, c. 162, § 1, 39 Stat. 1005;
Apr, 21, TR0, ¢, 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 550.)

637, Substitutes for clerks ahsent otherwise than on annual
leave.—-When any clevk in the Rallway Mall Serviee I8 absent
from duty for nny cause, other than the fifteen days' annual
leave with pay allowed by law, the Postmaster General, under
such regnlations as he may prescerlbe, may anthovize the em-
ployment of n substitute for such work, and payment therefor
from the lupsed salary of suech absent clerk, at a rate not to
exceod the pay of the grade of work performed by such sub-
gtitute.  (Mav, 3, 1005, ¢, 1180, § 1, 33 Stat, 1085,)

638, Badges of postal clerks and mail messengers.—Dostal
clerhs, rallway postal clerks, and mall messengers shall not
he required to wear uniform other than n enp ov badge. (Mar,
3, 1879, ¢ 180, § 1, 20 Stat, 357; July 31, 1882, ¢, 361, § 1, 22
Stat, 180.)

639, Newspapers; delivery by railway postal clerks.—The
Postmaster General wany provide by order the terms upon
which rnilway postal clerks may receive from publishers or
any news agents in charge thercof, and deliver the same as
directed, If presented and called for at the mail car or steawer,
packages of newspapers and other perlodleals not received from
or Intended for delivery at any post office, (R, S, § 3889.)

Chapter 17.~—FOREIGN MAIL SERVICE,
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Section 651, Foreign mail-transportation contracts.—The
Postmaster General, after advertising for proposals, may enter
into contracts or make :nitable arrangements for trausporting
fhe mail through any foreign country, between any two points
In the United States, nud such transportation shall be by the
speediest, safest, and most economienl route; and all contracts
therefor miny be revoked whenever any new road or canal shall
be opened unffording a specdler, more economical, and cqnally
snfe transportation between the same points; but in case of
the revocation of any such contract, a fair indemnity shall be
awarded to the contractor., (. 8. § 4006.)

662, Same; for carrying mails between the United States
and foreign countries—The YI'ostmmaster General may, aftler
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advert!sing for proposals, enter Into contract for the transporta-
tion of the mall between the United States and any forelgn
country whenever the publle interests will thereby be pro-
moted. (R. S, § 1007.)

653. ITow mail transported.—The mail between the United
States and any forelgn port, or between ports of the United
States touching at a forelgn port, shall be traunsported in
steamships ; bul the Postmaster General may have such trans-
portation performed by salling vessels when the gerviee can be
facilltated ttuereby. (R. 8. § 4008.)

654. Pay for transporting.—TFor transporting the mail be-
tween the United States and any forelgn port, or between ports
of the United States touching at a forelgn port, the Postmaster
General may allow as compensation, If by a United States
steamshin, any sum not exceeding the sea and United States
inland postage except ay otherwise provided by law; and if by
a forelgn stemmshlp or by a sailing vessel, any sum not cx-
eceding thie sea postage, on the mafl so transported. (R, 8.
§ 4009.)

655. Fine of contractors for delay.—'T'he Postmaster General
may impose finecs on coutractors for transporting the mail be-
tween the United States and any foreigu couutry, for uny
unreasontble ov unnecessary delay in the departure of such
mail, or the performance of the trip; but the flne for any one
default shall not exceed one-half the contract price for the
trip except as otherwise provided by law, (R. 8. § 4010.)

656, Discontinuing transpertation contracts.—I%ery coutract
for transporting the malil between the United States and any
forelgn countrvy shall comalin, besides the usual stipulation for
the right of the Postmaster General to discontinue the same,
the further stipnlation that it maey be terminated by Congress.
(R. 8. § 4011.)

657, Ocean mail service on American vessels; centracts,—
The Postmaster General is authorized and empowered to
enter Into contraets for a term not less than tlve nor more than
ten years tn duration, with Amerlean citizeus, for the earry-
ing of mails on American steamshipy, between ports of the
United States and such ports in forelgn countries, the Domin-
ion of Cunada ecxcepted, ng In his judgment will best sub-
serve and promote the postal and commerclal Intercsts of the
United 8tates, the malil service on such llnes to be equitably
distributed among the Atlantie, Mexican Gulf, and Iacific ports.
Said contracts shali be made with the lowest responsible bidder
for the performance of said service on cach route, and the
Postmaster General shall have the right to reject all bids not
in his opinion reasonuble for the attaining of the purposes
unmed. (Mar, 8, 1891, ¢, 519, § 1, 26 Stat. 830.)

658. Same; advertisements for prepesals.—Before muking
any contract for carrying occan malls In accordance with sce-
tions G57 to 005 of thils title the Postmaster General shall give
public nottee by advertising oncc a week, for three months, in
such dally papers as he shall select in each of the clties of
Boston, New Yorly, Philadelphla, Balthmore, New Orleans, Satnt
Louls, Charleston, Norfolk, Savannah, Galveston, and Mobile,
and when the proposed service s to be on the Pacifle Ocenn,
then in San Francisco, Tacomu, and Portland. Such notlee
shall deseribe the ronte, tlie time when such contract will be
made, the duration of tho snme, the size of the steamers to be
used, the number of trips a year, the times of saillng, and the
time when the service shall commence, which shail uot be more
than three years after the contract shall be let, The details of
the mode of advertising and letting such contracts shall be con-
ducted in the manner presceribed in chapter 12 of this title so
far as the same shall be applicuble to the ocean mail service.
(Mar. 3, 1891, ¢. 519, § 2, 26 Stat. 831.)

659. Same; ownership of vessels; classificatlon.—The vessels
employed in the mall service under sections 057 to 665 of this
title shall be Amerlcan-built steamships, owned and officered



