
TITLE 15.-COMMERCE AND TRADE

STANDARD TIME

§ 261. Zones for standard time.
For the purpose of establishing the standard time

of the United States, the territory of continental
United States shall be divided into five zones in the
manner provided in this section. The standard time
of the first zone shall be based on the mean astro-
nomical time of the seventy-fifth degree of longitude
west from Greenwich; that of the second zone on the
ninetieth degree; that of the third zone on the one
hundred and fifth degree; that of the fourth zone on
the one hundred and twentieth degree; and that of
the fifth zone, which shall include only Alaska, on the
one hundred and fiftieth degree. The limits of each
zone shall be defined by an order of the Interstate
Commerce Commission, having regard for the con-
venience of commerce and the existing junction
points and division points of common carriers en-
gaged in commerce between the several States and
v,',.n foreign nations, and such order may be modified
from time to time. (Mar. 19, 1918, ch. 24, § 1, 40
Stat. 450.)

§ 262. Duty to observe standard time of zones.
Within the respective zones crea ed under the

authority of sections 261-264 of this tit e the standard
time of the zone shall govern the movement of all
common carriers engaged in commerce between the
several States or between a State and any of the
Territories of the United States, or between a State
or the Territory of Alaska and any of the insular pos-
sessions of the United States or any foreign country.
In all statutes, orders, rules, and regulations relating
to the time of performance of any act by any officer
or department of the United States, whether in the
legislative, executive, or judicial branches of the Gov-
ernment, or relating to the time within which any
rights shall accrue or determine, or within which any
act shall or shall not be performed by any person
subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, it
shall be understood and intended that the time shall
be the United States standard time of the zone within
which the act is to be performed. (Mar. 19, 1918,
oh. 24, § 2, 40 Stat. 451.)

§ 263, Designation of zone standard times.
The standard time of the first zone shall be known

and designated as United States standard eastern
time; that of the second zone shall be known and
designated as United States standard central time;
that of the third zone shall be known and designated
as United States standard mountain time; that of the
fourth zone shall be known and designated as United
States standard Pacific time; and that of the fifth
zone shall be known and designated as United States
standard Alaska time. (Mar. 19, 1918, ch. 24, § 4,
40 Stat. 451.)

9264. Part of Idaho in third zone.
In the division of territory, and in the definition of

the limits of each zone, as provides in sections 261-
264 of this title, so much of the State of Idaho as lies
south of the Salmon River, trav!!rsing the State from
east to west near forty-five degrees thirty minutes

latitude, shall be embraced in the third zone. (Mar.
19, 1918, ch. 24, 1 3; Mar. 3, 1923, ch. 216, 42 Stat.
1434.)

§ 265. Transfer of certain territory to standard cen-
tral-time zone.

The Panhandle and Plains sections of Texas and
Oklahoma are transferred to and placed within the
United States standard central-time zone.

The Interstate Commerce Commission is author-
ized and directed to issue an order placing the
western boundary line of the United States standard
central-time zone insofar as the same affect Texas
and Oklahoma as follows:

Beginning at a point where such western bound-
ary time zone line crosses the State boundary line
between Kansas and Oklahoma; thence westerly
along said State boundary line tr the northwest
corner of the State of Oklahoma; thence in a
southerly direction along the west State boundary
line of Oklahoma and the west State boundary line
of Texas to the southeastern corner of the State of
New Mexico; thence in a westerly direction along
the State boundary line between the States of Texas
and New Mexico to the Rio Grande River; thence
down the Rio Orande River as the boundary line
between the United States and Mexico: Provided,
That the Chicago, Rock Island and Gulf Railway
Company and the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific
Railway Company may use Tucumcari, New Mexico,
as the point at which they change from central to
mountain time and vice versa; the Colorado Southern
and Fort Worth and Denver City Railway Companies
may use Sixela, New Mexico, as such changing
point; the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway
Company and other branches of the Santa Fe system
may use Clovis, New Mexico, as such changing point,
and those railways running into or through El Paso
may use El Paso as such point: Provided further,
That this section shall not, except as herein pro-
vided, interfere with the adjustment of time zones
as established by the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission. (Mar. 4, 1921, ch. 173, § 1, 41 Stat. 1446.)

Chapter 7.-THE BUREAU OF STANDARDS
Sec.
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272. 1inctions of Bureau.
273. Functions; for whom exercised.
274. Director; powers and duties; report.
275. Appointment of officers and employees.
276. Fees.
277. Regulations.
278. Visiting committee.
279 Absence of Director.
280. Apprentices; promotion.
281. Testing materials for District of Columbia.
282. National hydraulic laboratory; establishment; pur-

pose; study of Federal and State projects.

§ 271. Bureau established.
The Office of Standard Weights and Measures

shall be known as the National Bureau of Stand-
ards. (Mar. 3, 1901, oh. 872, § 1, 31 Stat. 1449.)

§272. Functions of Bureau.

The functions of the bureau shall consist In the
custody of the standards; the comparison of th-
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standards used in scientific investigations, engineer-
ing, manufacturing, commerce, and educational in-
stitutions with the standards adopted or recognized
by the Government; the construction, when neces-
sary, of standards, their multiples and subdivisions;
the testing and calibration of standard measuring
apparatus; the solution of problems which arise in
connection with standards; the determination of
physical constants and the properties of materials,
when such data are of great Importance to scientific
or manufacturing interests and are not to be obtained
of sufficient accuracy elsewhere. (Mar. 3, 1901, ch.
872, § 2, 31 Stat. 1449.)

§273. Functions; for whom exercised.
The bureau shall exercise its functions for the

Government of the United States; for any State or
municipal government within the United States; or
for any scientific society, educational institution,
firm, corporation, or individual within the United
States engaged in manufacturing or other pursuits
requiring the use of standards or standard measur-
Ing instruments. All requests for the services of the
bureau shall be made in accordance with the rules
and regulations established in sections 276 and 277
of this title. (Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, § 3, 31 Stat.
1449.)

§ 274. Director; powers and duties; report.
The director shall be appointed by the President,

by and with the advice and consent of the Senate.
He shall have the general supervision of the bureau,
its equipment, and the exercise of Its functions. He
sh..,l make an annual report to the Secretary of
Commerce, Including an abstract of the work done
during the year and a financial statement. He may
issue, when necessary, bulletins for public distribu-
tion, containing such Information as may be of value
to the public or facilitate the bureau In the exercise
of its functions. (Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, § 5, 31 Stat.
1449; Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, § 10, 32 Stat. 829; Mar. 4,
1913, oh. 141, § 1, 37 Stat. 736.)

§ 275. Appointment of officers and employees.
The officers and employees of the bureau, except

the director, shall be appointed by the Secretary of
Commerce at such time as their respective services
may become necessary. (Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, § 6,
31 Stat. 1450; Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, § 10, 32 Stat. 829;
Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, § 1, 37 Stat. 736.)

§ 276. Fees.
For all comparisons, calibrations, tests, or investi-

gations, performed by the National Bureau of Stand-
ards under sections 271-278 of this title, as amended
and supplemented, except those performed for the
Government of the United States or State govern-
ments within the United States, a fee sufficient In
each case to compensate the National Bureau of
Standards for the entire cost of the services rendered
shall be charged, according to a schedule prepared
by the Director of the National Bureau of Standards
and approved by the Secretary of Commerce. All
moneys received from such sources shall be paid into
the Treasury to the credit of miscellaneous receipts.

(Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 872, 8, 31 Stat. 1450; Feb. 14, 1903,
oh. 552. 1 10, 32 Stat. 829; Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, 1 1,
37 Scat. 736; June 30, 1932, ch. 314, 1 312, 47 Stat.
410.)

§ 277. Regulations.
The Secretary of Commerce shall, from time to

time, make regulations regarding the payment of
fees, the limits of tolerance to be attained in stand-
ards submitted for verification, the sealing of stand-
ards, the disbursement and receipt of moneys, and
such other matters as he may deem necessary for
carrying into effect sections 271-278 of this title.
(Mar. 3, 1901, oh. 872, § 9, 31 Stat. 1450; Feb. 14,
1903, ch. 552, § 10, 32 Stat. 829; Mar. 4, 1913, ch.
141, § 1, 37 Stat. 730.)

§ 278. Visiting committee.
There shall be a visiting committee of five mem-

bers to be appointed by the Secretary of Commerce,
to consist of men prominent in the various Interests
involved, and not in the employ of the Government.
This committee shall visit the bureau P t least once
a year, and report to the Secretary of Commerce
upon the efficiency of its scientific work and the con-
ditlon of its equipment. The members of this com-
mittee shall serve without compensation, but shall
be paid the actual expenses incurred in attending
its meetings. The period of service of the members
of the committee shall be so arranged that one mem-
ber shall retire each year, and the appointments to
be for a period of five years. Appointments made
to fill vacancies occurring other than in the regular
manner are to be made for the remainder of the
period in which the vacancy exists. (Mar. 3, 1901,
oh. 872, § 10, 31 Stat, 1450; Feb. 14, 1903, oh. 552,
§ 10, 32 Stat. 829; Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, § 1, 37 Stat.
736.)

§ 279. Absence of Director.
In the case of the absence of the Director of the

Bureau of Standards the Secretary of Commerce
may designate some officer of said bureau to perform
the duties of the director during his absence. (Mar.
4, 1911, ch. 237, § 1, 30 Stat. 1231; Mar. 4, 1913, ch.
141, § 1, 37 Stat. 736.)

§ 280. Apprentices; promotion.
Apprentices in the Bureau of Standards may be

promoted after satisfactory apprenticeship, with the
approval of the Civil Service Commission, to posi-
tions corresponding to the journeyman grades for
which their duties logically prepare them, without
regard to apportionment: Provided, That they thus
acquire no rights to transfer to other lines of work.
(July 16, 1914, ch. 141, § 1, 38 Stat. 502.)

CROSS RERMENCE
Classification of civilian positions, see chapter 13 of

Title 6, Executive Departments and Government Officers
and Employees.

§ 281. Testing materials for District of Columbia.
Materials for fireproof buildings, other struc-

tural materials, and all materials, other than mate-
rials for paving and for fuel, purchased for and to be
used by the government of the District of Columbia,
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when necessary in the Judgment of the commis-
sioners to be tested, shall be tested by the Bureau of
Standards under the same conditions as similar test-
ing is required to be done for the United States Gov-
ernment. (Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 150, 37 Stat. 945.)

§282. National hydraulic laboratory; establishment;
purpose; study of Federal and State projects.

There Is hereby authorized to be established in the
Bureau of Standards of the Department of Commerce
a national hydraulic laboratory for the determina-
tion of fundamental data useful In hydraulic research
and engineering, including laboratory research relat-
ing to the behavior and control of river and harbor
waters, the study of hydraulic structuies and water
flow, and the development and testing of hydraulic
instruments and accessories: Provided, That no test,
study, or other work on a problem or problems con-
nected with a project the prosecution of which Is
under the jurisdiction of any department or inde-
pendent agency of the Government shall be under-
taken in the laboratory herein authorized until a
written request to do such work is submitted to the
Director of the Bureau of Standards by the head of
the department or independent agency charged
with the execution of such project: And provided fur-
ther, That any State or political subdivision thereof
may obtain a test, study, or other work on a problem
connected with a project the prosecution of which is
under the jurisdiction of such State or political sub-
division thereof. (May 14, 1930, ch. 275, § 1, 46
Stat. 327.)

Chapter 8.-FALSELY STAMPED GOLD OR SILVER
OR GOODS MANUFACTURED THEREFROM

Sec.
201. Stnmping with words "United States assay", etc.,

unlawful.
292. Forfeiture.
203. Penalty for infraction.
204 Importation or transportation of falsely marked gold

or silver ware prohibited.
205. Standard of fineness of gold articles: deviation.
200. Standard of fineness of silver articles; deviation.
207. Stamping plated articles; words "sterling" or "coin"

foi bidden.
298. Violations of law; penalty; Jurisdie'lon of prosecu-

tions.
299. Expression "article of merchandise" defined.
300. Application of State laws.

§ 291. Stamping with words "United States assay",
etc., unlawful.

It shall be unlawful for any person, partnership,
association, or corporation engaged in commerce
among the several States, Territories, District of Co-
lumbia, and possessions of the United States, or with
any foreign country, to stamp any gold, silver, or
goods manufactured therefrom, and which are in-
tended and used In such commerce, with the words
"United States assay", or with any words, phrases, or
devices calculated to convey the impression that the
United States Government has certified to the fine-
ness or quality of such gold or silver, or of the gold
or silver contained in any of the g(.ods manufactured
therefrom. Each and every such stamp shall con-
stitute a separate offense. (Feb. 21, 1905, ch. 720,
§ 1, 33 Stat. 732.)

§ 292. Forfeiture.
Any gold, silver, or goods manufactured therefrom

after February 21, 1905, bearing any of the stamps,
words, phrases, or devices prohibited to be used under
section 291 of this title, and being In the course of
transportation from one State to another, or to or
from a Territory, the District of Columbia, or pos-
sessions of the United States, shall be forfeited to
the United States, and may be seized and condemned
by like proceedings as those provided by law for the
forfeiture, seizure, and condemnation of property
imported into the United States contrary to law.
(Feb. 21, 1005, ch. 720, § 3, 33 Stat. 732.)

§ 293. Penalty for infraction.

Every person, partnership, association, or corpora-
tion violating the provisions of this section or sec-
tions 291 or 292 of this title, and every officer, director,
or managing agent of such partnership, association,
or coiporation having knowledge of such violation
and directly participating in such violation or con-
senting thereto, shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
meanor, and, upon conviction, be punished with a fine
of not more than $5,000 or imprisonment for not
more than one year, or both, at the discretion of the
court. (Feb. 21, 1905, ch. 720, § 2, 33 Stat. 732.)

§ 291. Importation or transportation of falsely marked

gold or silver ware prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, corpora-
tion, or association, being a manufacturer of or
wholesale or retail dealer in gold or silver jewelry or
gold ware, silver goods or silverware, or for any officer,
manager, director, or agent of such firm, corporation,
or association to import or export or cause to be
Imported Into or exported from the United States for
the purpose of selling or disposing of the same, or to
deposit or cause to be deposited in the United States
mails for transmission thereby, or to deliver or cause
to be delivered to any common carrier for transporta-
tion from one State, Territory, or possession of the
United States, or the District of Columbia, to any
other State, Territory, or possession of the United
States, or to said District, in interstate commerce, or
to transport or cause to be transported from one
State, Territory, or possession of the United States,
or from the District of Columbia, to any other State,
Territory, or possession of the Unfted States, or to
said District, in interstate commerce, any article of
merchandise manufactured after June 13, 1907, and
made In whole or in part of gold or silver, or any alloy
of either of said metals, and having stamped, branded,
engraved, or printed thereon, or upon any tag, card,
or label attached thereto, or upon any box, package,
cover, or wrapper in which said article is incased or
Inclosed, any mark or word indicating or designed or
intended to indicate that the gold or silver or alloy
of either of said metals in such article is of a greater
degree of fineness than the actual fineness or quality
of such gold, silver, or alloy, according to the stand-
ards and subject to the qualifications set forth in sec-
tions 295 and 296. (June 13, 1906, ch. 3289, § 1, 34
Stat. 260.)
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