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when necessary in the Judgment of the commis-
sioners to be tested, shall be tested by the Bureau of
Standards under the same conditions as similar test-
ing is required to be done for the United States Gov-
ernment. (Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 150, 37 Stat. 945.)

§282. National hydraulic laboratory; establishment;
purpose; study of Federal and State projects.

There Is hereby authorized to be established in the
Bureau of Standards of the Department of Commerce
a national hydraulic laboratory for the determina-
tion of fundamental data useful In hydraulic research
and engineering, including laboratory research relat-
ing to the behavior and control of river and harbor
waters, the study of hydraulic structuies and water
flow, and the development and testing of hydraulic
instruments and accessories: Provided, That no test,
study, or other work on a problem or problems con-
nected with a project the prosecution of which Is
under the jurisdiction of any department or inde-
pendent agency of the Government shall be under-
taken in the laboratory herein authorized until a
written request to do such work is submitted to the
Director of the Bureau of Standards by the head of
the department or independent agency charged
with the execution of such project: And provided fur-
ther, That any State or political subdivision thereof
may obtain a test, study, or other work on a problem
connected with a project the prosecution of which is
under the jurisdiction of such State or political sub-
division thereof. (May 14, 1930, ch. 275, § 1, 46
Stat. 327.)

Chapter 8.-FALSELY STAMPED GOLD OR SILVER
OR GOODS MANUFACTURED THEREFROM

Sec.
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§ 291. Stamping with words "United States assay",
etc., unlawful.

It shall be unlawful for any person, partnership,
association, or corporation engaged in commerce
among the several States, Territories, District of Co-
lumbia, and possessions of the United States, or with
any foreign country, to stamp any gold, silver, or
goods manufactured therefrom, and which are in-
tended and used In such commerce, with the words
"United States assay", or with any words, phrases, or
devices calculated to convey the impression that the
United States Government has certified to the fine-
ness or quality of such gold or silver, or of the gold
or silver contained in any of the g(.ods manufactured
therefrom. Each and every such stamp shall con-
stitute a separate offense. (Feb. 21, 1905, ch. 720,
§ 1, 33 Stat. 732.)

§ 292. Forfeiture.
Any gold, silver, or goods manufactured therefrom

after February 21, 1905, bearing any of the stamps,
words, phrases, or devices prohibited to be used under
section 291 of this title, and being In the course of
transportation from one State to another, or to or
from a Territory, the District of Columbia, or pos-
sessions of the United States, shall be forfeited to
the United States, and may be seized and condemned
by like proceedings as those provided by law for the
forfeiture, seizure, and condemnation of property
imported into the United States contrary to law.
(Feb. 21, 1005, ch. 720, § 3, 33 Stat. 732.)

§ 293. Penalty for infraction.

Every person, partnership, association, or corpora-
tion violating the provisions of this section or sec-
tions 291 or 292 of this title, and every officer, director,
or managing agent of such partnership, association,
or coiporation having knowledge of such violation
and directly participating in such violation or con-
senting thereto, shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
meanor, and, upon conviction, be punished with a fine
of not more than $5,000 or imprisonment for not
more than one year, or both, at the discretion of the
court. (Feb. 21, 1905, ch. 720, § 2, 33 Stat. 732.)

§ 291. Importation or transportation of falsely marked

gold or silver ware prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, corpora-
tion, or association, being a manufacturer of or
wholesale or retail dealer in gold or silver jewelry or
gold ware, silver goods or silverware, or for any officer,
manager, director, or agent of such firm, corporation,
or association to import or export or cause to be
Imported Into or exported from the United States for
the purpose of selling or disposing of the same, or to
deposit or cause to be deposited in the United States
mails for transmission thereby, or to deliver or cause
to be delivered to any common carrier for transporta-
tion from one State, Territory, or possession of the
United States, or the District of Columbia, to any
other State, Territory, or possession of the United
States, or to said District, in interstate commerce, or
to transport or cause to be transported from one
State, Territory, or possession of the United States,
or from the District of Columbia, to any other State,
Territory, or possession of the Unfted States, or to
said District, in interstate commerce, any article of
merchandise manufactured after June 13, 1907, and
made In whole or in part of gold or silver, or any alloy
of either of said metals, and having stamped, branded,
engraved, or printed thereon, or upon any tag, card,
or label attached thereto, or upon any box, package,
cover, or wrapper in which said article is incased or
Inclosed, any mark or word indicating or designed or
intended to indicate that the gold or silver or alloy
of either of said metals in such article is of a greater
degree of fineness than the actual fineness or quality
of such gold, silver, or alloy, according to the stand-
ards and subject to the qualifications set forth in sec-
tions 295 and 296. (June 13, 1906, ch. 3289, § 1, 34
Stat. 260.)
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§ 295. Standard of fineness of gold articles; deviation.
In the case of articles of merchandise made In

whole or in part of gold or of any of its alloys so
imported into or exported from the United States, or
so deposited in the United States mails for trans-
mission, or so delivered for transportation to any
common carrier, or so transported or caused to be
transported as specified in the preceding section, the
actual fineness of such gold or alloy shall not be less
by more than one-half of one carat than the fine-
ness indicated by the mark stamped, branded, en-
graved, or printed upon any part of such article, or
upon any tag, card, or label attached thereto, or upon
any box, package, cover, or wrapper in which such ar-
ticle is Incased or Inclosed; except that in the case
of watchcases and flatware, so made of gold or of any
of its alloys, the actual fineness of such gold or alloy
shall not be less by more than three one-thousandth
parts than the fineness indicated by the mark
stamped, branded, engraved, or printed upon such
article, or upon any tag, card, or label attached
thereto, or upon any box, package, cover, or wrapper
In which such article is incased or inclosed: Pro-
vided, That in any test for the ascertainment of the
fineness of any article mentioned in this section,
according to the foregoing standards, the part of the
article taken for the test, analysis, or assay shall be
such part or portion as does not contain or have
attached thL:eto any solder or alloy of inferior fine-
ness used for brazing or uniting the parts of said
article: Provided further, That in the case of any
article mentioned in this section, In addition to the
foregoing tests and standards, the actual fineness of
the entire quantity of gold or of its alloys contained
in such article, Including all solder and alloy of In-
ferior fineness used for brazing or uniting the parts
of such article (all such gold, alloys; and solder be-
ing assayed as one piece), shall not be less by more
than one carat than the fineness indicated by the
mark stamped, branded, engraved, or imprinted upon
such article, or upon any tag, card, or label attached
thereto, or upon any box, package, cover, or wrapper
in which such article is incased or Inclosed, it being
intended that the standards of fineness and the tests
or methods for ascertaining the same provided in
this section for articles mentioned therein shall be
concurrent and not alternative. (June 13, 1906,
ch. 3289, § 2. 34 Stat. 260.)

§ 296. Standard of fineness of silver articles; devia-
tion.

In the case of articles of merchandise made in
whole or in part of silver or any of its alloys so
imported into or exported from the United States,
or so deposited In the United States mails for trans-
mission, or so delivered for transportation to any
common carrier, or so transported or caused to be
transported as specified in section 294, the actual
fineness of the silver or alloy thereof of which such
article is wholly or partly composed shall not be less
by more than four one-thousandth parts than the
actual fineness indicated by any mark (other than
the word "sterling" or the word "coin") stamped,
branded, engraved, or printed upon any part of such
article, or upon any tag, card, or label attached

thereto, or upon any box, package, cover, or wrap-
per in which such article Is incased or inclosed; and
that no such tirtcle or tag. card, or label attached
thereto, or box, package, cover, or wrapper In which
stich article is inccsed or Inclosed shall be marked,
stamped, branded, engraved, or printed with the
word "sterling" or "sterling silver" or any colorable
Imitation thereof, unless such article or parts thereof
purporting to be silver contains nine hundred and
twenty-five one-thousandth parts pure silver; and
that no such article, tag, card, label, box, package,
cover, or wrapper shall be marked, stamped,
branded, engraved, or printed with the words "coin"
or "coin silver" or colorable imitation thereof unless
such article or parts thereof purporting to be silver
contains nine hundred one-thousandth parts pure
silver: Provided, That in the case of all such articles
whose fineness is Indicated by the word "sterling"
or the word "coin" there shall be allowed a diver-
gence in the fineness of four one-thousandth parts
from the foregoing standards: Provided, That in any
test for the ascertainment of the fineness of any such
article mentioned in this section according to the
foregoing standards the part of the article taken for
the test, analysis, or assay shall be such part or por-
tion as does not contain or have attached thereto
any solder or alloy of inferior fineness used for braz-
ing or uniting the parts of such article: Provided
further, That in the case of any article mentioned
in this section, In addition to the foregoing tests and
standards, the actual fineness of the entire quantity
of silver or of its alloys contained in such article,
including all solder and alloy of inferior fineness
used for brazing or uniting the parts of such article
(all such silver, alloys, and solder being assayed as
one piece), shall not be less by more than ten one-
thousandth parts than the fineness indicated by the
mark stamped, branded, engraved, or imprinted
upon such article, or upon any tag, card, or label at-
tached thereto, or upon any box, package, cover, or
wrapper In which such article Is incased or inclosed,
it being Intended that the standards o! fineness and
the tests or methods for ascertaining the same pro-
vided in this section for articles mentioned therein
shall be concurrent and not alternative. (June 13,
1006, ch. 3289, § 3, 34 Stat. 261.)

§297. Stamping plated articles; words "sterling" or
"coin" forbidden.

In the case of articles of merchandise made in
whole or in part of an inferior metal, having de-
posited or plated thereon or brazed or otherwise
affixed thereto a plating, covering, or sheet composed
of gold or silver, or of an alloy of either of said metals,
and known In the market as rolled gold plate, gold
plate, gold filled, silver plate, ur gold or silver elec-
troplate, or by any similar designation, so imported
into or exported from the United States, or so de-
posited In the United States mails for transmission,
or so delivered to any common carrier, or so trans-
ported or caused to be transported as specified in
section 294, no such article, nor any tag, card, or
label attached thereto, nor any box, package, cover,
or wrapper in which such article is incased or in-
closed, shall be stamped, branded, engraved, or Im-
printed with any word or mark usually employed to
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Indicate the fineness of gold, unless such word or
mark be accompanied by other words, plainly indi-
cating that such article or part thereof is made of
rolled gold plate, gold plate, or gold electroplate, or
is gold filled, as the case may be, and no such article,
nor any tag, card, or label attached thereto, nor any
box, package, cover, or wrapper in which such ar-
ticle is incased or inclosed, shall be stamped, branded,
engraved, or imprinted with the word "sterling" or
the word "coin", either alone or in conjunction with
other words or marks. (June 13, 1906, ch. 3280,
§ 4, 34 Stat. 261.)

§ 298. Violations of law; penalty; jurisdiction of prose-
cutions.

Each and every person, firm, corporation, or asso-
ciation, being a manufacturer of or a wholesale or
retail dealer in gold or silver jewelry, gold ware,
silver goods, or silverware, who or which shall know-
Ingly violate any of the provisions of sections 204-
300, and every officer, manager, director, or manag-
Ing agent of any such corporation or association
having knowledge of such violation and directly par-
ticipating in such violation or consenting thereto,
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon
conviction thereof in any court of the United States
having Jurisdiction of crimes within the district in
which such violation was committed or through
which has been conducted the transportation of the
article in respect to which such violation has been
committed, shall be punished by a fine of not more
than $500 or imprisonment for not more than three
months, or bath, at the discretion of the court.
Whenever the offense is begun in one jurisdiction
and completed in another it may be dealt with, in-
quired of, tried, determined, and punished in either
Jurisdiction in the same manner as if the offense had
been actually and wholly committed therein. (June
13, 1906, ch. 3289, § 5, 34 Stat. 262.)

§ 299. Expression "article of merchandise" defined.
The expression "article of merchandise" as used

in sections 294-300 shall signify any goods, wares,
works of art, commodity, or other thing which may
be lawfully kept or offered for sale. (June 13, 1906,
ch. 3289, § 6, 34 Stat. 202.)

§ 300. Application of State laws.
All articles of merchandise to which sections 294-

300 apply which shall have been transported into any
State, Territory, District, or possession of the United
States, and shall remain therein for use, sale, or stor-
age, shall, upon arrival in such State, Territory, Dis-
trict, or possession, be subject to the operation of all
the laws of such State, Territory, District, or posses-
sion of the United States to the same extent and in
the same manner as though such articles of mer-
chandise had been produced in such State, Territory,
District, or possession, and shall not be exempt there-
from by reason of being introduced therein in original
packages or otherwise. (June 13, 1906, ch. 3289, § 7,
34 Stat. 262.)

Chapter 9.-THE WEATHER BUREAUSec.

311. Establishment.
312. Chief ai I employees.
313. Duties (f Chief of Bureau.
314. Promotions.
315. Changes or assignment to duty.
316. Traveling expenses.
317. Appropriations and estimates.
318. Weather signals on mail cars.
319. Printing.
320 Sale of maps or publications.
321. D.catruction of old telegrams.
322. Odd jobs for part-time employees.

§ 311. Establishment.
There shall be in the Department of Commerce a

bureau to be known as the "Weather Bureau." (Oct.
1, 1890, ch. 1266, § 1, 26 Stat. 653; Reorg. Plan No. IV,
§ 8, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 Fed. Reg. 2421, 54 Stat. 1236.)

HISTORY OF WEATHER BUREAU
Prior to October 1, 1890, the functions of the Weather

Bureau were exercised by the Signal Corps of the Army.
Act October 1, 1890, cited to text, created the present
Bureau in the Department of Agriculture. By Reorg. Plan
No. IV, cited to text, the Bureau and Its functions were
transferred to the Department of Commerce, "Provided,
That the Department of Agriculture may continue to make
snow surveys and to conduct research concerning: (a)
relationships between weather and crops, (b) long-range
weather forecasting, and (c) relationships between weather
and soil erosion."

§ 312. Chief and employees.
The Weather Bureau shall consist of one Chief of

Weather Bureau and such civilian employees as Con-
gress may annually provide for and as may be neces-
sary to properly perform the duties devolving on said
bureau by law; and the chief of said bureau shall be
appointed by the President, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate. (Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1266,
§ 4, 26 Stat. 653; July 8, 1898, No. 57, 30 Stat. 752.)

§ 313. Duties of Chief of Bureau.
The Chief of the Weather Bureau, under the direc-

tion of the Secretary of Commerce, shall have charge
of the forecasting of weather, the Issue of storm
warnings, the display of weather and flood signals
for the benefit of agriculture, commerce, and naviga-
tion, the gauging and reporting of rivers, the main-
tenance and operation of seacoast telegraph lines
and the collection and transmission of marine intel-
ligence for the benefit of commerce and navigation,
the reporting of temperature and raln-fall condi-
tions for the cotton interests, the display of frost and
cold-wave signals, the distribution of meteorological
information in the interests of agriculture and com-
merce, and the taking of such meteorological obser-
vations as may be necessary to establish and record
the climatic conditions of the United States, or as
are essential for the proper execution of the foregoing
duties. (Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1266, § 3, 26 Stat. 653; May
20, 1926, oh. 344, § 5 (e), 44 Stat. 571; June 23, 1938,
ch. 601, § 1107 (k), 52 Stat. 1029; Rcorg. Plan No. IV,
§ 8, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 Fed. Reg. 2421, 54 Stat. 1236.)

TRANSFER Or FUNCrONS

Reorg. Plan No. IV, cited to text, transferred the Weather
Bureau from the Department of Agriculture to the De-
partment of Commerce. See note under section 311 of
this title.
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