
TITLE 15.-COMMERCE AND TRADE

Act Mar. 5, 1937, oh. 29, 50 Stat. 27, provided as follows:
'"ITat there Is authorized to be appropriated, out of any
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the
'urn of $2,000,000 for the purpose of enabling the Fed-
eral Surplus Commodities Corporation to divert surplus
fish (including shellfish) End the products thereof from
the normal channels of trade and commerce by acquiring
them and providing for their distribution through Fed-
eral, State, and private relief agencies. No commodities
shall be acquired ander this Act after ninety days ifter
the date of its e'iactment: Provided, however, That dis-
tribution therpzf may extend beyond said period. The
provisions of law relating to the acquisition of materials
or supplies for the United States shall not apply to the
acquisition of commodities under this Act."

TR INSFER OF FUNcThONS

Federal Surplus Cc,-unodlties Corporation, transfer of
functions, see note to section 713c of this title.

§ 713c-3. Same; use of funds to promote commerce
in domestic fishery products.

From the fund authorized to be transferred by
section 713c-2 hereof, the Secretary of Agriculture
is authorized to transfer to the Secretary of the In-
terior sums as follows to be maintained in a sepa-
rate fund, $'75,000, which shall be used by the
Secretary of the Interior to promote the free flow of
domestically produced fishery products in commerce
by conducting a fishery educational service; and
$100,000, which shall be used by the Secretary of
the Interior to develop and increase markets for
fishery products of domestic origin. (Aug. 11, 1939,
ch. 696, § 2 (a), 53 Stat. 1412.)

Chapter 15A.-INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION
OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS
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§ 715. Purpose of chapter.

It is hereby declared to be the policy of Congress to
protect interstate and foreign commerce from the
diversion and obstruction of, and the burden and
harmful effect upon, such commerce caused by con-
traband oil as herein defined, and to encourage the
conservation of deposits of crude oil situated within
the United States. (Feb. 22, 1935, ch. 18, § 1, 49
Stat. 30.)

§ 715a. Definitions.
As used in this chapter-
(1) The term "contraband oil" means petroleum

which, or any consdtuent part of which, was pro-
duced. transported, or withdrawn from storage in

excess of the amounts permitted to be produced.
transported, or withdrawn from storage under the
laws of a State or under any regulation or order pro-
scribed thereunder by any board, commission, officer,
or other duly authorized agency of such State, or any
of the products of such petroleum.

(2) The term "products" or "petroleum products"
includes any article produced or derived in whole or
in part from petroleum or any product thereof by
"2fining, processing, manufacturing, or otherwise.

(3) The term "interstate commerce" means com-
merce between any point in a State and any point
outside thereof, or between points within the same
State but through any place outside thereof, or from
any place in the United States to a foreign country,
but only insofar as such commerce takes place within
the United States.

(4) The term "person" includes an individual,
partnership, corporation, or joint-stock company.
(Feb. 22, 1935, ch. 18, § 2, 49 Stat. 30.)

§715b. Interstate transportation of contraband oil
forbidden.

Th. shipment or transportation in interstate com-
merce from any State of contraband oil produced in
such State is hereby prohibited. For the purposes of
this section contraband oil shall not be deemed to
have been produced in a State if none of the petro-
leum constituting such contraband oil, or from which
It was produced or derived, was produced, trans-
ported, or withdrawn from storage in excess of the
amounts permitted to be produced, transported, or
withdrawn from storage under the laws of such State
or under any regulation or order prescribed there-
under by any board, commission, omncer, or other duly
authorized agency of such State. (Feb. 22, 1935,
ch. 18, § 3, 49 Stat. 31.)

§ 715c. Suspension of operation of section 715b.
Whenever the President finds that the amount of

petroleum and petroleum products moving in inter-
state commerce is so limited as to be the cause, in
whole or in part, of a lack of parity between supply
(including imports and reascnable withdrawals from
storage) and consumptive demand (including ex-
ports and reasonable additions to storage) resulting
in an undue burden on or restriction of interstate
commerce in petroleum and petroleum products, he
shall by proclamation declare such finding, and
thereupon the provisions of ,ection 715b shall be in-
operative until such time aE the President shall find
and by proclamation declae that the conditions
which gave rise to the suspension of the operation of
the provisions of such section no longer exist. If any
provision of this section or the application thereof
shall be held to be invalid, the validity or application
of section 715b shall not be affected thereby. (Feb.
22, 1935, ch. 18, § 4, 49 Stat. 31.)

§715d. Rules and regulations; certificates of clear-
alice; issuance by boards; review of denial of
certificate by board.

(a) The President shall prescribe such regulations
as he finds necessary or appropriate for the enforce-
ment of the provisions of this chapter, including but
not limited to regulations requiring reports, maps,
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affidavits, and other documents relating to the pro-
duction, storage, refining, processing, transporting, or
handling of petroleum and petroleum products, and
providing for the keeping of books and records, and
for the inspection of such books and records and of
properties and facilities.

(b) Whenever the President finds It neccessary or
appropriate for the enforcement of the provisions of
ihis chapter he shall require certificates of clearancL
for petrolcum and petroleum products moving or to
be moved in interstate commerce from any particular
area, and shall establish a board or boards for the
isuance of such certificates. A certificate of clear-
ance shall be issued by a board so established in any
case where such board determines that the petroleum
or petrolum products in question does not constitute
contraband oil. Denial of any such certificate shall
be by order of the board, and only after reasonable
opportunity for hearing. Whenever a certificate of
clearance Is required for any area in any State, it
shall be unlawful to ship or transport petroleum or
petroleum products in Interstate commerce from such
area unless a certificate has been obtained therefor.

(c) Any person whose application for a certificate
of clearance is denied may obtain a review of the
order denying such application in the United States
District Court for the district wherein the board is
sitting by filing in such court within thirty days after
the entry of such order a written petition praying
that the order of the board be modified or set aside,
in whole or in part. A copy of such petition shall be
forthwith served upon the board, and thereupon the
board shall certify and file In the court a transcript
of the record upon which the order complained of
was entered. Upon the filing of such transcript, such
court shall have Jurisdiction to affirm, modify, or set
aside such order, in whole or in part. No objection to
the order of the board shall be considered by the court
unless such objection shall have been urged before
the board. The finding of the board as to the facts,
if supported by evidence, shall be conclusive. The
Judgment and decree of the court shall be final, sub-
ject to review as provided in sections 225 and 347 of
Title 28. (Feb. 22, 1935, ch. 18, § 5, 49 Stat. 31.)

FEDERAL RULES oF CrvrL PMOcEvotRE

Application of, see Rule 81, following section 723c of
Title 28, Judicial Code and Judiciary.

§ 715e, Penalties for violation of chapter.
Any person knowingly violating any provision of

this chapter or any regulation prescribed thereunder
shall upon conviction be punished by a fine of not
to exceed $2,000 or by imprisonment for not to
exceed six months, or by both such fine and im-
prisonment. (Feb. 22, 1935, ch. 18, § 6, 49 Stat. 32.)

§ 715f. Forfeiture of contraband oil shipped in viola-
tion of law; procedure.

(a) Contraband oil shipped or transported in in-
terstate commerce in violation of the provisions of
this chapter shall be liable to be proceeded against
in any district court of the United States within the
jurisdiction of which the same may be found, and
seized for forfeiture to the United States by a process
of libel for condemnation; but in any such case the

court may in its discretion, and under such terms
and conditions as it shall prescribe, order the return
of such contraband oil to the owner thereof where
undue hardship would result from such forfeiture.
The proceedings in such cases shall conform as
nearly as may be to proceedings in rern In admiralty,
except that either party may demand a trial by jury
of any issue of fact joined in any such case, and
all such proceedings shall be at the suit of and in
the rame of the United States. Contraband oil
forfeited to the United States as provided in this
section shall be used or disposed of pursuant to such
rules and regulations as the President shall prescribe.

(b) No such forfeiture shall be made in the case
of contraband oil owned by any person (other than a
person shipping such contraband oil in violation of
the provisions of this chapter) who has with respect
to such contraband oil a certificate of clearance
which on its face appears to be valid and to have
been issued by a board created under authority of
section 715d, certifying that the shipment in ques-
tion is not contraband oil, and such person had no
reasonable ground for believing such cert!flcate to
be Invalid or to have been issued as a result of fraud
or misrepresentation of fact. (Feb. 22, 1935, ch. 18,
§ 7, 49 Stat. 32.)

§ 715g. Refusal of carrier to accept shipment without
certificate of clearance; certificate as justifying
acceptance of shipment.

No common carrier who shall refuse to accept
petroleum or petroleum products from any area in
which certificates of clearance are required under
authority of this chapter, by reason of the failure
of the shipper to deliver such a certificate to such
carrier, or who shall refuse to accept any petroleum
or petroleum products when having reasonable
ground for believing that such petroleum or petro-
leum products constitute contraband oil, shall be
liable on account of such refusal for any penalties
or damages. No common carrier shall be subject
to any penalty under section 715e In any case where
(1) such carrier has a certificate of clearance which
on its face appears to be valid and to have been
issued by a board created under authority of section
715d, certifying that the shipment In question is not
contraband oil, and such carrier had no reasonable
ground for believing such certificate to be invalid or
to have been issued as a result of fraud or misrepre-
sentation of fact, or (2) such carrier, as respcts
any shipment originating in any area where certifi-
cates of clearance are not required under authority
of this chapter, had no reasonable ground for be-
lieving such petroleum or petroleum products to con-
stitute contraband oil. (Feb. 22, 1935, oh. 18, § 8,
49 Stat. 32.)
§ 715h. Hearings and investigation by boards; ap-

pointment of board and employees.
(a) Any board established under authority of sec-

tion 715d, and any agency designated under authority
of section 715j, may hold and conduct such hearings,
investigations, and proceedings as may be necessary
for the purposes of this chapter, and for such pur-
poses those provisions of section 78u of this title
relating to the administering of oaths and affirma-

Page 1216I 715e



geTLE 15.-CONMEERCE AND TRADE

tions, and to the attendance and testimony of wit-
nesses and the production of evidence (including
penalties), shall apply.

(b) The members of any board established under
authority of section 715d shall be appointed by the
President, without regard to the civil service laws
but subject to sections 661-673 and 674 of Title 5;
and any such board may appoint, without regard to
the civil service laws but subject to sections 661-673
and 674 of Title 5, such employees as may be neces-
sary for the execution of its functions under this
chapter. (Feb. 22, 1935, ch. 18, § 9, 49 Stat. 33.)

§ 7151. Restraining violations; civil and criminal pro-

ceedings; jurisdiction of District Courts; review.

(a) Upon application of the President, by the At-
torney General, the United States District Courts
shall have Jurisdiction to Issue mandatory injunc-
tions commanding any person to comply with the
provisions of this chapter or any regulation issued
thereunder.

(b) Whenever it shall appear to the President
that any person Is engaged or about to engage in
any acts or practices that constitute or will consti-
tute a violation of any provision of this chapter or
of any regulation thereunder, he may in his discre-
tion, by the Attorney General, bring an action in the
proper United States District Court to enjoin such
acts or practices, and upon a proper showing a per-
manent or temporary injunction or restraining order
shall be granted without bond.

(c) The United States District Courts shall have
exclusive jurisdiction of violations of this chapter or
the regulations thereunder, and of all suits in equity
and actions at law brought to enforce any liability
or duty created by, or to enjoin any violation of,
this chapter or the regulations thereunder. Any
criminal proceeding may be brought in the district
wherein any act or transaction constituting the vio-
lation occurred. Any suit or action to enforce any
liability or duty created by this chapter or regula-
tions thereunder, or to enjoin any violation of this
chapter or any regulations thereunder, may be
brought in any such district or in the district
wherein the defendant is found or is an Inhabitant
or transacts business, and process in such cases may
be served in any other district of which the defend-
ant is an inhabitant or wherever the defendant may
be found. Judgments and decrees so rendered shall
be subject to review as provided in sections 225 and
347 of Title 28. (Feb. 22, 1935, ch. 18, § 10, 49 Stat.
33.)

§ 715j. "President" as Including agencies, officers and
employees.

Wherever reference Is made in this chapter to the
President such reference shall be held to include, in
addition to the President, any agency, officer, or em-
ployee who may be designated by the President for
the execution of any of the powers and functions
vested in the President under this chapter. (Feb.
22, 1935, oh. 18, § 11, 49 Stat. 33.)

§ 715k. Saving clause.
If any provision of this chapter, or the application

thereof to any person or circumstance, shall be held
invalid, the validity of the remainder of the chapter
and the application of such provision to other per-
sons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.
(Feb. 22. 1935, ch. 18, § 12, 49 SLat. 33.)

§ 715/. Duration of law.
This chapter shall cease to be in effect on June 30,

1942. (Feb. 22, 1935, ch. 18, § 13, 49 Stat. 33; June
14, 1937, ch. 335, 50 Stat. 257; June 29, 1939, ch. 250,
53 Stat. 927.)

Chapter 15B1.-NATURAL GAS ACT
Sec.
717. Necessity for regulation of natural gas companies.
717a. Definitions.
717b. Exportation or importation of natural gas.
717c, Rates and charges; schedules; suspension of new

rates.
717d. Fixing rates and charges; determination of cost of

production or transportation.
717o. Ascertainment of cost of property.
717f. Extension of facilities; abandonment of service.
717g. Accounts; records; memoranda.
717h. Rates of depreciation.
7171. Periodic and special reports.
717J. State compacts; reports on.
717k. Officials dealing in securities.
7171. Complaints.
717m. Investigations by Commission; attendance of wit-

nesses; depositions.
717n. Hearings; rules of procedure.
7170. Administrative powers of Commission; rules; regula-

tions, and orders.
717p. Use of Joint boards; cooperation with State commis-

sions.
717q. Appointment of officers and employees.
717r. Rehearings; court review of orders.
717s. Enforcement of chapter; regulations and orders.
717t. General penalties.
717u. Jurisdiction of offenses; enforcement of liabilitles

and duties.
717v. Separability of provisions.
717w. Short title.

§ 717. Necessity for regulation of natural gas com-
panies.

(a) As disclosed in reports of the Federal Trade
Commission made pursuant to S. Rcs. 83 (Seventieth
Congress, first session) and other reports made pur-
suant to the authority of Congress, it is hereby
declared that the business of transporting and sell-
ing natural gas for ultimate distribution to the pub-
lic is affected with a public interest, and that Federal
regulation in matters relating to the transportation
of natural gas and the sale thereof in interstate and
foreign commerce is necessary in the public interest.

(b) The provisions of this chapter shall apply to
the transportation of natural gas in interstate com-
merce, to the sale in interstate commerce of natural
gas for resale for ultimate public consumption for
domestic, commercial, industrial, or any other use,
and to natural-gas companies engaged in such trans-
portation or sale, but shall not apply to any other
transportation or sale of natural gas or to the local
distribution of natural gas or to the lacilities used
for such distribution or to the production or gather-
ing of natural gas. (June 21, 1938, oh. 556, § 1,
52 Stat. 821.)
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