
TITLE 46.-SHIPPING

Chapter 1.-BUREAU OF MARINE INSPECTION
- AND NAVIGATION

Ex. ORD. No. 8976. WAIVER or COmPLiANCE WITH NAVIGA-
TION AND VESSEL INsPECTION LAWS FOR WAR PuRPosEs

Ex. Ord. No. 8976. Dec. 12, 1941, 6 F. R. 6441 provided:
1. The Secretary of Commerce is directed to waive com-

pliance with the navigation and vessel inspection laws
upon the request of the Secretary of the Navy or the
Secretary of War to the extent deemed necessary in the
conduct of the war by the officer making the request.

2. The Secretary of Commerce is authorized to waive
compliance with the navigation and vessel inspection laws
to such extent and in such manner and upon such terms
as he may prescribe, either upon his own initiative or upon
the written recommendation of the head of any other
Government agency that such action is necessary in the
conduct of the war.

(The authority vested in Secretary of Commerce by this
order was transferred to Secretary of Navy and Secretary
of Treasury by section 6 of Ex. Ord. No. 9083, set out in note
under section 601 of Appendix to Title 50, War.)

§ 2. General duties of Director of Bureau.
TRANSFER OF FuNcTIONS

Functions of Bureau of Marine Inspection and Naviga-
tion transferred to Bureau of Customs and the Coast
Guard during present war, see Ex. Ord. No. 9083 set out in
note under section 601 of Appendix to Title 50. War.

§ 5. Deputy Directors; additional clerks.

The Secretary of Commerce shall have power to
transfer from existing bureaus or divisions of the De-
partment of Commerce one clerk, to be designated as
Deputy Commissioner of Navigation, to act with the
full powers of said commissioner during his tempo-
rary absence from his official duty for any cause,
and such additional clerks as he may consider neces-
sary to the successful operation of the Bureau of
Marine, Inspection and Navigation, without impair-
ing the efficiency of the bureaus or divisions whence
such clerks may be transferred. (July 5, 1884, ch.
221, § 6, 23 Stat. 119; Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, §§ 4, 10,
32 Stat. 826, 829; Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, § 1, 37 Stat.
736; June 30, 1932, ch. 314, § 501, 47 Stat. 415; May
27, 1936, ch. 463, § 1, 49 Stat. 1380.)

Chapter 2.-REGISTRY AND RECORDING

§ 11. Vessels entitled to registry; coastwise trade;
ocean mail service contracts.

CROSs REFERENCES

War Shipping Administration vessels, waiver of com-
pliance with section, see note under section 635 of Ap-
pendix to Title 50, War.

Chapter 2A-LOAD LINES FOR AMERICAN
VESSELS

LOAD LINES FOR VESSELS ENGAGED IN COAST-
WISE TRADE

§ 88a. Determination of load-water lines by Secretary
of Commerce; application of provisions to Great
Lakes.

The Secretary of Commerce is hereby authorized

and directed in respect of the vessels defined in sec-
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tion 88 of this title to establish by regulations from
time to time the load-water lines and marks thereof
Indicating the maximum depth to which such vessels
may safely be loaded and in establishing such load
lines due consideration shall be given to, and differ-
entials made for, the various types and character of
vessels and the trades in which they are engaged. In
establishing load-water lines on passenger vessels
due consideration shall be given to, and differentials
shall be made for, the age and condition of the
vessel, its subdivision and efficacy thereof, and the
probable stability of the vessel if damaged: Pro-
vided, That the load-line provisions of sections 88-88i
of this title shall apply to the Great Lakes and that
no load line shall be established or marked on any
vessel which load line gives a lesser freeboard and
less buoyance than the load line established by the
International Treaty on Load Lines of 1930, and that
the regulations established under this proviso shall
have the force of law: Provided further, That in
applying the load lines to vessels on the Great Lakes
and to steam colliers, tugs, barges, and self-propelled
barges engaged in special services on inter-island
voyages and on coastwise voyages from port to port
in the continental United States the Secretary of
Commerce is vested with discretion to vary the load-
line marks from those established by said treaty
when in his opinion the changes made by him will
not be above the actual line of safety: Provided,
however, That during the national emergency pro-
claimed by the President on May 27, 1941, to exist,
but not after June 30, 1943, load lines may be estab-
lished or marked on any vessel (except a passenger
vessel) while engaged on a coastwise voyage by sea
from port to port in the continental United States,
which load line gives a lesser free board I and less
buoyance than the load line established by the Inter-
national Treaty on Load Lines of 1930, when, in the
opinion of the Secretary of Commerce, such load
line will not be above the actual line of safety. (As
amended July 3, 1941, ch. 276, 55 Stat. 578.)

1 So in original. Probably should be one word, "free-
board".

AMENDMENTS

1941-Proviso authorizing different load lines during
national emergency was added by act July 3, 1941, cited
to text.

Chapter 3-CLEARANCE AND ENTRY
§ 111. Vessels in foreign and coasting trade on north-

ern, northeastern, and northwestern frontiers.

Enrolled or licensed vessels engaged in the foreign
and coasting trade on the northern, northeastern,
and northwestern frontiers of the United States, de-
parting from or arriving at a port in one district to
or from a port in another district, and also touching
at intermediate foreign ports, shall not thereby be-
come liable to the payment of entry and clearance
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fees, as if from or to foreign ports; but such vessel
shall, notwithstanding, be required to enter and
clear; except that when such vessels are on such

voyages on the Great Lakes and touch at foreign
ports for the purpose of taking on bunker fuel only,
they may be exempted from entering and clearing
under such rules and regulations as the Secretary
of Commerce may prescribe, notwithstanding any
other provisions of law: Provided, That this excep-
tion shall not apply to such vessels if, while at such
foreign port, they land or take on board any pas-
sengers, or any merchandise other than bunker fuel,
receive orders, discharge any seamen by mutual con-
sent, or engage any seamen to replace those dis-
charged by mutual consent, or transact any other
business save that of taking on bunker fuel. (As
amended Sept. 25, 1941, ch. 423, 55 Stat. 733.)

AMENDMENTS

1941-Act Sept. 25, 1941, cited to text, added excep-
tion and proviso at end of section.

Chapter 4.-TONNAGE DUTIES

§ 123. Vessels in foreign and coasting trade on north-
ern, northeastern, and northwestern frontiers.

Enrolled or licensed vessels engaged in the foreign
and coasting trade on the northern, northeastern,
and northwestern frontiers of the United States, de-
parting from or arriving at a port in one district to
or from a port in another district, and also touch-
ing at intermediate foreign ports, shall not thereby
become liable to the payment of tonnage tax, as if
from or to foreign ports; but such vessel shall, not-
withstanding, be required to enter and clear; except
that when such vessels are on such voyages on the
Great Lakes and touch at foreign ports for the pur-
pose of taking on bunker fuel only, they may be
exempted from entering and clearing under such
rules and regulations as the Secretary of Commerce
may prescribe, notwithstanding any other provisions
of law: Provided, That this exception shall not ap-
ply to such vessels if, while at such foreign port,
they land or take on board any passengers, or any
merchandise other than bunker fuel, receive orders,

discharge any seamen by mutual consent, or engage
any seamen to replace those discharged by mutual

consent, or transact any other business save that of
taking on bunker fuel. (As amended Sept. 25, 1941,
ch. 423, 55 Stat. 733.)

AMENDMENTS

1941-Act Sept. 25, 1941, cited to text, added exception
and proviso at end of section.

Chapter 6.-REGULATION AS TO VESSELS
CARRYING STEERAGE PASSENGERS

CROSS REFERENCES

Waiver of compliance with navigation and vessel inspec-
tion laws for war purposes, see note preceding section 1.

Chapter 7.-CARRIAGE OF EXPLOSIVES OR

DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES

§ 170. Regulation of carriage of explosives or other
dangerous articles on vessels.

CROSS REFERNCES
Carrying or possessing explosives or dangerous weapons

on certain vessels prohibited, see sections 503, 504 of Title
18, Criminal Code and Criminal Procedure.

Chapter 9.-LOG BOOKS

§ 201. Entries.
CROSS REFERENCES

Waiver of compliance with navigation and vessel inspec-
tion laws for war purposes, see note preceding section 1.

Chapter 11.-OFFICERS AND CREWS OF VESSELS

§ 221. Vessels of United States and officers defined;
officers to be citizens.

CROSS REERENCES

Waiver of compliance with navigation and vessel Inspec-
tion laws for war purposes, see note preceding section 1.

§ 222. Complement of officers and crew of vessels;
penalties.

CROSS REFERENCES

Radio operators, approval by Secretary of Navy during
national emergency, see note under section 353 of Title
47, Telegraphs, Telephones, and Radiotelegraphs.

§ 239. Investigation of marine casualties.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Functions of the Marine Casualty Investigation Board
transferred to Bureau of Customs and the Coast Guard
during present war, see Ex. Ord. No. 9083 set out in note
under section 601 of Appendix to Title 50, War.

§ 242. Registration of pursers and surgeons; creation
of staff departments on vessels; medical division;
purser's division.

There shall be registered staff officers in the
United States merchant marine in the following
grades: (1) Chief purser, (2) purser, (3) senior as-
sistant purser, (4) junior assistant purser, (5) sur-
geon. The Secretary of Commerce (in sections
242-248 and 701 of this title called the Secretary)
shall register, and issue certificates of registry to,
qualified individuals applying for registry in such
grades, as hereinafter provided, and every such indi-
vidual when so registered and serving in the staff
department on a vessel of the United States shall
rank as a staff officer on such vessel. Officers regis-
tered under the provisions of sections 242-248 and
701 of this title and pursers' clerks and such persons
as may be assigned to the senior registered surgeon
shall constitute a separate and independent depart-
ment on vessels of the United States to be known
as the staff department. Such staff department shall
be composed of a medical division and a purser's divi-
sion. The medical division shall be under the charge
of the senior registered surgeon on such vessel, who
shall be responsible solely to the master. The purs-
er's division shall be under the charge of the senior
registered purser on such vessel, who shall be re-
sponsible solely to the master. On oceangoing ves-
sels licensed to carry more than one hundred passen-
gers, such officer in charge of the purser's division
of the staff department shall be a registered chief
purser; and whenever more than three persons are
employed in the purser's division of the staff depart-
ment on such vessels, there shall be a minimum of
one registered senior assistant purser and one reg-
istered junior assistant purser in such purser's divi-
sion of that staff department. No person shall be
eligible for registry as a staff officer under the provi-
sions of sections 242-248 and 701 of this title who is
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