
TITLE 16.--CONSERVATION

§ 8, 70 Stat. 908; June 25, 1959, Pub. L. 86-70, § 16, 73
Stat. 143.)

AMENDMENTS

1959-Pub. L. 86-70 eliminated provisions which au-
thorized cooperation with the Alaska Game Commission
and permitted apportionment of not more than $75,000
in any one year to the Territory of Alaska.

1956--Act Aug. 1, 1956, inserted "the Governor of Guam"
following "Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce of
Puerto Rico," and "Guam" following "Puerto Rio" in the
three remaining places those words appear.

Act July 2, 1956, eliminated provisions which authorized
the Secretary to cooperate with the Division of Game
and Fish of the Board of Commissioners of Agriculture
and Forestry of Hawaii, removed the limitation of $25,000
on the amount of funds which could be apportioned to
Hawali in any one year, and substituted "Territory of
Alaska" for "Territories" in two instances.

EFFECTrVE DATE OF 1956 AMENDMENT

Amendment of this section by act July 2, 1956, as ap-
plicable only with respect to fiscal years beginning after
July 2, 1956, see section 5 of act July 2, 1956, set out
as a note under section 669a of this title.

ET DATE

Section effective July 1, 1950, see note set out under
section 777 of this title.

Chapter 10C.-FISH RESEARCH AND EXPERIMEN-
TATION PROGRAM

Sec.
778. Establishment of experiment stations; purpose of

research.
778a. Acquisition of lands; construction of buildings;

employment of personnel; cooperation with other
agencies; publication of results.

778b. Cooperation with Department of Agriculture.
778c. Authorization of appropriations.

§ 778. Establishment of experiment stations; purpose
of research.

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized and
directed to establish an experiment station or sta-
tions for the purpose of carrying on a program of
research and experimentation-

(1) to determine species of fishes most suitable
for culture on a commercial basis in shallow res-
ervoirs and flooded rice lands;

(2) to determine methods for production of
fingerling fishes for stocking in commercial reser-
voirs;

(3) to develop methods for the control of para-
sites and diseases of brood fishes and of fingerlings
prior to stocking;

(4) to develop economical methods for raising
the more desirable species of fishes to a market-
able size;

(5) to determine, in cooperation with the De-
partment of Agriculture, the effects of fish-rice
rotations, including crops other than rice com-
monly grown on rice farms, upon both the fish and
other crops; and

(6) to develop suitable methods for harvesting
the fish crop and preparing it for marketing, in-
cluding a study of sport fishing as a means of such
harvest.

(Pub. L. 85-342, § 1, Mar. 15, 1958, 72 Stat. 35.)

§ 778a. Acquisition of lands; construction of build-
ings; employment of personnel; cooperation with
other agencies; publication of results.

For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of
this chapter, the Secretary of the Interior is au-
thorized (1) to acquire by purchase, condemnation,

or otherwise such suitable lands, to construct such
buildings, to acquire such equipment and apparatus,
and to employ such officers and employees as he
deems necessary; (2) to cooperate with State and
other institutions and agencies upon such terms and
conditions as he determines to be appropriate; and
(3) to make public the results of such research and
experiments conducted pursuant to section 778 of
this title. (Pub. L. 85-342, § 2, Mar. 15, 1958, 72
Stat. 35.)

§778b. Cooperation with Department of Agriculture.

The Department of Agriculture is authorized to
cooperate in carrying out the provisions of this
chapter by furnishing such information and assist-
ance as may be requested by the Secretary of the
Interior. (Pub. L. 85-342, § 3, Mar. 15, 1958, 72
Stat. 35.)

§ 778c. Authorization of appropriations.

There are hereby authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary to carry out the
provisions of this chapter. (Pub. L. 85-342, § 4, Mar.
15, 1958, 72 Stat. 35.)

Chapter 1OD.-STATE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

Sec.
779. Definitions.
779a. Cooperation with States on projects; use of funds;

joint projects between states; consent to inter-
state compacts; reservation of right to alter,
amend or repeal consent.

779b. Authorization of appropriations.
779c. Apportionment of funds among States; basis; min-

imum apportionment; carryover of unobligated
funds.

779d. Plans.
(a) Submission by States; notification of ap-

proval; approval prerequisite to obliga-
tion of appropriations and expenditure
of funds.

(b) Approval; notice; allocation of appropria-
tions; limitation on amount.

(c) Payment to proper authority; progress
payments.

779e. Working conditions.
(a) Laws governing; supervision by State

agency; regulations of the Secretary;
title to property.

(b) Pay rates.
(c) Property disposal.

779f. Rules and regulations.

§ 779. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the term-
"Commercial fisheries" means any organization,

individual, or group of organizations or individuals
engaged in the harvesting, catching, processing, dis-
tribution, or sale of fish, shellfish, or fish products.

"Fiscal year" means the period beginning July 1
and ending June 30.

"Obligated" means the written approval by the

Secretary of the Interior of a project submitted by
the State agency pursuant to this chapter.

"Project" means the program of research and
development of the commercial fishery resources,
including the construction of facilities by the States
for the purposes of carrying out the provisions of this
chapter.

"Raw fish" means aquatic plants and animals.
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"State" means the several States of the United
States, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, American
Samoa, the Virgin Islands, and Guam.

"State agency" means any department, agency,
commission, or official of a State authorized under
its laws to regulate commercial fisheries. (Pub. L.
88-309, § 2, May 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 197.)

SHORT TITLE

Section 1 of Pub. L. 88-309 provided that Pub. L. 88-
309, which enacted this chapter, may be cited as the
"Commercial Fisheries Research and Development Act of
1964."

§ 779a. Cooperation with States on projects; use of
funds; joint projects between states; consent to
interstate compacts; reservation of right to alter,
amend or repeal consent.

(a) The purpose of this chapter is to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to cooperate with the States
through their respective State agencies in carrying
out projects designed for the research and develop-
ment of the commercial fisheries resources of the
Nation. Federal funds made available under this
chapter will be used to supplement, and, to the extent
practicable, increase the amounts of State funds that
would be made available for commercial fisheries
research and development in the absence of these
Federal funds.

(b) (1) Nothing in this chapter prevents any two
or more States from acting jointly in carrying out a
project.

(2) The Congress consents to any compact or
agreement between any two or more States for the
purpose of carrying out a project. The right to
alter, amend, or repeal this subsection or the consent
granted under this subsection is expressly reserved.
(Pub. L. 88-309, § 3, May 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 197.)

§ 779b. Authorization of appropriations.

(a) There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of the Interior for the next fiscal year be-
ginning after May 20, 1964, and for the four succeed-
ing fiscal years, $5,000,000 in each year for appor-
tionment to the States to carry out the purposes of
this chapter.

(b) In addition to the amounts authorized in sub-
section (a) of this section there is authorized to be
appropriated for the next fiscal year beginning after
May 20, 1964, and for the succeeding fiscal year,
$400,000 in each such year, and for the next three
succeeding fiscal years, $650,000 in each such year,
which shall be made available to the States in such
amounts as the Secretary may determine appropri-
ate for the purposes of this chapter: Provided, That
the Secretary shall give a preference to those States
in which he determines there is a commercial fishery
failure due to a resource disaster arising from nat-
ural or undetermined causes, and any sums made
available under this subsection may be used either
by the States or directly by the Secretary in coopera-
tion with the States for any purpose that the Secre-
tary determines is appropriate to restore the fishery
affected by such failure or to prevent a similar failure
in the future: Provided further, That the funds
authorized to be appropriated under this subsection
shall not be available to the Secretary for use as
grants for chartering fishing vessels. Amounts

appropriated pursuant to this subsection shall re-
main available until expended.

(c) In addition to the funds authorized in subsec-
tion (a) and (b) of this section, there is authorized
to be appropriated $100,000 for the fiscal year begin-
ning after May 20, 1964, and for each succeeding
fiscal year during the term of this chapter, which
shall be made available to the States in such amounts
as the Secretary may determine for developing a
new commercial fishery therein. (Pub. L. 88-309,
§ 4, May 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 197.)

§ 779c. Apportionment of funds among States; basis;
minimum apportionment; carryover of unobligated
funds.

(a) Funds appropriated pursuant to section
779b(a) of this title shall be apportioned among the
States, by the Secretary, on July 1 of each year or
as soon as practicable thereafter, on a basis deter-
mined by the ratio which the average of the value
of raw fish harvested by domestic commercial fisher-
men and received within the State (regardless
where caught) for the three most recent calendar
years for which data satisfactory to the Secretary
are available plus the average of the value to the
manufacturer of manufactured and processed fish-
ery merchandise manufactured within each State for
the three most recent calendar years for which data
satisfactory to the Secretary are available, bears to
the total average value of all raw fish harvested by
domestic commercial fishermen and received within
the States (regardless where caught) and fishery
merchandise manufactured and processed within the
States for the three most recent calendar years for
which data satisfactory to the Secretary are avail-
able. However, no State may receive an apportion-
ment for any fiscal year of less than one-half of 1
per centum of funds or more than 6 per centum of
the funds.

(b) So much of any apportionment for any fiscal
year which is not obligated during any year remains
available for obligation to carry out the purposes
of this chapter until the close of the succeeding fiscal
year, and if unobligated at the end of that year, the
sum is returned to the Treasury of the United States.
(Pub. L. 88-309, § 5, May 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 198.)

§ 779d. Plans.
(a) Submission by States; notification of approval;

approval prerequisite to obligation of appropria-
tions and expenditure of funds.

Any State desiring to-avail itself of the benefits of
this chapter may, through its State agency, submit
to the Secretary full plans, specifications, and esti-
mates of any project proposed for that State. Items
included for engineering, planning, inspection, and
unforeseen contingencies in connection with any
works to be constructed shall not exceed 10 per
centum of the cost of the works, and shall be paid by
the State as a part of its contribution to the total cost
of the works. If the Secretary approves the plans,
specifications, and estimates as being consistent
with the purposes of this chapter and in accordance
with standards to be established by him, he shall
notify the State agency. No part of any moneys ap-
propriated pursuant to this chapter may be obligated
with respect to any project until the plans, specifi-
cations, and estimates have been submitted to and
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approved by the Secretary. The expenditure of
funds authorized by this chapter shall be applied
only to approved projects, and if otherwise applied

they shall be replaced by the State before It may
participate in any further assistance under this

chapter.

(b) Approval; notice; allocation of appropriations;
limitation on amount.

If the Secretary approves the plans, specifications,
and estimates for the project, he shall promptly no-
tify the State agency and immediately set aside so
much of the appropriation made available under
section 779b(a) of this title as represents the Fed-
eral share payable under this chapter on account of
the project, which sum shall not exceed 75 per cen-
tum of the total estimated cost of the project.

(c) Payment to proper authority; progress payments.
When the Secretary determines that a project ap-

proved by him had been completed, he shall cause to
be paid to the proper authority of the State, the
Federal share of the project. The Secretary may, if
he determines that the project is being conducted in
compliance with the approved plans and specifica-
tions, make periodic payments on the project as it
progresses, but these payments together with pre-
vious payments, shall not exceed the United States
share of the project in conformity with the plans
and specifications. The Secretary and each State
agency may determine jointly at what time and in
what amounts progress payments are made. All
payments shall be made to the official or depository,
as may be designated by the State agency and au-
thorized under the laws of the State to receive public
funds of the State. (Pub. L. 88-309, § 6; May 20,
1964, 78 Stat. 198.)

§ 779e. Working conditions.

(a) Laws governing; supervision by State agency;
regulations of the Secretary; title to property.

All work, including the furnishing of labor and
materials, needed to complete any project approved
by the Secretary shall be performed in accordance
with applicable Federal and State laws under the
direct supervision of the State agency, and In accord-
ance with regulations as the Secretary may pre-
scribe. Title to all property, real and personal, ac-
quired for the purposes of completing any project
approved by the Secretary, vests in the State.

(b) Pay rates.
All laborers and mechanics employed by contrac-

tors or subcontractors on all construction projects
assisted under this chapter shall be paid wages at
rates not less than those prevailing on similar con-
struction in the locality, as determined by the Secre-
tary of Labor in accordance with the Davis-Bacon
Act, as amended, and shall receive overtime pay in
accordance with and subject to the provisions of the
Contract Work Hours Standards Act. The Secretary
of Labor shall have with respect to the labor stand-
ards specified in this section the authority and func-
tions set forth in Reorganization Plan Numbered 14
of 1950 and section 276c of Title 40.

(c) Property disposal.
If a State disposes of any real or personal property

acquired under this chapter, the State shall pay into

36-500--65-vol. 4-27

the Treasury of the United States the amount of any
proceeds resulting from the property disposal to the
extent of and in the same ratio that funds provided
by this chapter were used in the acquisition of the
property. In no case shall the amount paid into the

Treasury of the United States under this section

exceed the amount of funds provided by this chapter
for the acquisition of the property involved. (Pub.
L. 88-309, § 7, May 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 199.)

REFERENCES IN TExT

The Davis-Bacon Act, as amended, referred to in sub-
sec. (b), is classified to sections 276a to 276a-5 of Title 40,
Public Buildings, Property, and Works.

The Contract Work Hours Standards Act, referred to in
subsec. (b), is classified to sections 327-332 of Title 40,
Public Buildings, Property, and Works.

Reorganization Plan Numbered 14 of 1950, referred to in
subsec. (b), is set out as a note under section 133z-15 of
Title 5, Executive Departments and Government Officers
and Employees.

§ 779f. Rules and regulations.

The Secretary is authorized to make such rules and
regulations as he determines necessary to carry out
the purposes of this chapter. (Pub. L. 88-309, § 8,
May 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 199.)

Chapter ll.-REGULATION OF LANDING, CURING,
AND SALE OF SPONGES TAKEN FROM GULF
OF MEXICO AND STRAITS OF FLORIDA

Sec.
781. Taking or catching, In waters of Gulf or Straits of

Florida, commercial sponges of less than pre-
scribed size, and landing or possession of same.

782. Same; possession prima facie evidence.
783. Punishment for violations of law; liability of vessels.
784. Jurisdiction of prosecutions.
785. Enforcement of law prohibiting taking of sponges of

specified sizes; employment of Coast Guard ves-
sels and Customs Service employees.

§ 781. Taking or catching, in waters of Gulf or Straits
of Florida, commercial sponges of less than pre-
scribed size, and landing or possession of same.

It is unlawful for any citizen of the United States,
or person owing duty of obedience to the laws of the
United States, or any boat or vessel of the United
States, or person belonging to or on any such boat
or vessel, to take or catch, by any means or method,
in the waters of the Gulf of Mexico or the Straits
of Florida outside of State territorial limits, any
commercial sponges measuring when wet less than
five Inches In their maximum diameter, or for any
person or vessel to land, deliver, cure, offer for sale,

or have in possession at any port or place in the

United States, or on any boat or vessel of the United

States, any such commercial sponges. (Aug. 15, 1914,
ch. 253, § 1, 38 Stat. 692.)

§ 782. Same; possession prima facie evidence.
The presence of sponges of a diameter of less than

five inches on any vessel or boat of the United States
engaged in sponging in the waters of the Gulf of
Mexico or the Straits of Florida outside of State
territorial limits, or the possession of any sponges
of less than the said diameter sold or delivered by
such vessels, shall be prima facie evidence of a vio-
lation of the provisions of this chapter. (Aug. 15,
1914, ch. 253, § 2, 38 Stat. 692.)
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